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The history of any territory necessarily includes glimpses into the lives of many individuals, 
the men and women who by their actions created that history. The purpose of this third volume 
of THe East Coast or Forma is to give you the stortes of some of those lives in greater 
detail, and also the stories of some modern pioneers who are busy building the future of 


Florida. 
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HENRY MORRISON FLAGLER 


There is no greater name in Florida’s history than 
that of Henry Morrison Flagler, the poor minister’s 
son who became one of the world’s wealthiest men 
and staked his entire fortune on developing the East 
Coast of Florida and transforming it, Palm Beach 
particularly, into a vacation paradise. As a means 
to this end he built a great railroad and palatial 
hotels, founded cities and gave a boost to those 
already established, and opened up new opportunities 
for growth and prosperity to the citrus, agricultural 
and other industries in Florida. He also contributed 
richly to Florida’s social and cultural advance. That 
he was a true humanitarian and a humble man is 
best attested to by his action following the great 
freeze of 1894-95 which wiped out millions of dollars 
worth of property in a night and left many citrus 
growers ruined. Sending out a man to find all cases 
of real need where the chance to start. again would 
be appreciated, he gave instructions to see that they 
got that chance, the only condition being that the 
recipients were not to know that the gift came from 
Henry Flagler. 

His story begins in Hopewell, Ontario County, 
New, York, where he was born on January 2nd, 1830, 
son of Elizabeth (Caldwell) and Isaac Flagler, a 
Presbyterian minister who later carried on his minis- 
try at Pleasant Valley in Duchess County, New York. 

Henry was educated through the eighth grade in the 
village school and at the age of fourteen left home 
with a carpet bag, a lunch and a few dollars to go 
west and get a start in life. He walked to the Erie 
Canal at Medina, New York, and worked his way 
west on a canal boat. At Buffalo he took another 
boat to Sandusky, Ohio, and in the nearby town of 
Republic found employment in a country store for 
board and lodging and five dollars a month, Out of 
this small income he saved enough to go into the 
the grain commission business in Bellevue, Ohio. He 
then ventured into salt manufacturing at Saginaw, 
Michigan, but this enterprise failed and left him in 
debt. 

Still under twenty-one, he moved to Cleveland and 
entered the grain and produce business, shipping 
grain to John D. Rockefeller, then a commission 
merchant in Cleveland. Some time later William and 
John Rockefeller and Samuel Andrews started a 
small oil refinery in Cleveland. When they built a sec- 
ond refinery in 1867, Henry’s well-to-do father-in-law, 
Stephen Harkness, backed him in a partnership with 
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the Rockefellers. Three years later they began the 
organization of the Standard Oil Company. 

When Flagler came to Florida, at the age of fifty- 
three, he was a rich man. He spent the winter of 
1883-84 at St. Augustine and was charmed with the 
beauty and climate of the oldest city in America, in 
which he saw possibilities of creating the “American 
Riviera”. Florida had a much better climate, he 
thought, than the European Riviera to which wealthy 
Americans flocked each winter. 

In 1885 Flagler commissioned two young archi- 
tects, John M. Carrere and Thomas Hastings, to 
create the Ponce de Leon, a magnificent hotel archi- 
tecturally suited to St. Augustine’s Spanish origin. 
It was one of the first large buildings in the country 
to be made of poured concrete. Before it was com- 
pleted, on January 10, 1888, the Alcazar Hotel, across 
the street, was started; then the Casa Monica, later 
renamed the Cordova. 

Needing facilities to transport his building materials, 
and later the people he expected to attract, Flagler 
became a railroad buyer and builder. On December 
31, 1885, he purchased the bonds of the Jacksonville, 
St. Augustine and Halifax River Railway, widened the 
narrow tracks to standard gauge, and added better 
equipment. In 1888-89 he purchased the St. Augustine 
and Palatka Railway and U. J. White’s logging road 
to Daytona Beach and converted them to standard 
gauge. These were the first links in the Florida East 
Coast Railroad. More local railroads were subse- 
quently purchased and bridges built. By January 9, 
1888, the day before the Ponce de Leon Hotel opened 
in St. Augustine, all southern railroads had completed 
the change to standard gauge. The first through all- 
Pullman vestibule train, electrically lighted, left 
Jersey City for Jacksonville and made the run in 
twenty-nine hours and fifty minutes. Later named 
the Florida Special, it - was the pioneer luxury train 
to Florida. 

Flagler needed freight for his railroad other than 
what his hotels provided. In the rich agricultural 
country to the south landowners were ready to offer 
right-of-way or any inducement to increase the value 
of their property, so Flagler now became a railroad 
builder. Starting in the spring of 1892, eighty miles 
of new railroad south of Daytona was constructed 
in less than a year. reaching Cocoa by January 1893 
and Eau Gallie by the following June. 

Mr. Flagler first visited the Palm Beaches in March 
1893. He was amazed at the area’s natural beauty 
and decided on the spot to make Palm Beach the 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


queen of vacation resorts. His purchase of the R. R. 
McCormick homestead for $75,000 started the first 
real estate boom in Florida. Prices of land jumped 
from $150 to $1,000 an acre, and pioneers of Lake 
Worth (as the area was originally called) found them- 
selves suddenly rich. 

Ground was broken for the Royal Poinciana Hotel 
on May 1, 1893. When completed, on February 11, 
1894, it was the world’s largest hotel; containing 
seven stories and a basement, 540 bedrooms, a dining 
hall that seated over 1,000 persons, a number of 
parlors, a casino, rotunda, porches, and every possible 
convenience of the times. Its building and furnishings 
was a herculean task to be accomplished in nine 
months. From the railroad terminus at Eau Gallie 
all materials were transported by boat down the 
Indian River to Jupiter, from there to Juno by the 
“Celestial Railroad”, a narrow-gauge road eizht miles 
long, and then down the lake. Every available craft, 
large and small, was brought into service. Meanwhile, 
the Florida East Coast Railroad was advancing, and 
on March 22, 1894, the first train rolled into West 
Palm Beach. 

In August 1893 Flagler had purchased land on the 
west side of Lake Worth with the idea of establishing 
a commercial city there for the convenience of his 
paradise-playground across the lake, which he wished 
to keep that way. His assistant, J. E. Ingraham, 
handled the details of the transactions. C2ptain O. 
S. Porter was paid $30,000 for fifty acres. Ellen Potter 
sold half of her sixty-acre homestead. Each train 
brought in prospective residents, businessmen and 
investors. Flagler requested that all his railroad and 
hotel construction workers move to the new town- 
ship from “The Styx”, a Palm Beach section where 
they had been quartered. In November, 1894, West 
Palm Beach was incorporated with over 1,000 resi- 
dents, a post office, town hall, school, newspaper, 
stores, and ice factory. Clematis Street was paved 
with shells from end to end, and later other streets 
in the downtown section. 

Flagler’s second Palm Beach hotel, originally called 
the Palm Beach Inn, was built in 1895 on the ocean 
front due east of the Royal Poinciana, which was on 
the lake front. The previous year a 1,000-foot ocean 
pier had been built and steamship service to Nassau 
started. A ferry carried passengers and freight across 
Lake Worth. In 1896 a railroad and footbridge with 
a 150-foot steel draw was built across the lake, 
touching Palm Beach south of the Royal Poinciana, 
and tracks were laid across the island to the Palm 
Beach Inn. Passengers could now ride the train from 
New York to the doors of both these hotels. The 
train between the two hotels was later replaced by 
a streetcar drawn by a mule, When the line was 
abandoned the mule was pensioned with plenty to 
eat and drink and a comfortable bed for the rest 
of his days. 

In 1903 the name of Palm Beach Inn was changed 
to The Breakers. It was being enlarged when a fire 
broke out and reduced it to ashes. Flagler’s orders 
were. “Tell McGuire and McDonald (his architects) 
to put up a new one as fast as they can.” When the 
new building was nearly completed, it also caught fire 
and was a total loss. Undaunted, Flagler ordered 
another built, and this one lasted until 1925, when 
for the third time The Breakers was destroyed by 
fire. It was replaced in 1926. 
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No banker would finance Mr, Flagler’s operations at 
the start, but after he had $40,000,000 invested they 
offered him all the money he needed. Still he kept 
pouring his own money into the “hole”, as many 
termed his operations, and before he was through had 
$50.000,000 tied up in his railroad, which he knew 
would not pay for itself for a long time. In the end, 
however, he had the laugh on the bankers who had 
doubted his wisdom, when he gave them a ride on 
his railroad to the southern tip of Florida. 

In 1895 Mr. Flagler began negotiations with Mrs. 
Julia D. Tuttle of Cleveland, who owned a large 
tract of land on the north shore of the Miami River, 
and with the Brickells, who owned the property 
south of the river, and received generous concessions. 
Surveys for the extension of the Florida East Coast 
Railroad to Miami began in June 1895 and the road 
was completed April 15, 1896. The first train arrived 
in Miami on April 22, 1896. The City of Miami was 
incorporated in July, 1896, with 502 voters, largely 
new citizens brought in by Mr. Flagler’s railroad. 
Here, as in West Palm Beach, he financed water- 
works, an electric light plant and other utilities. 

Miami did not have satisfactory channel and port 
facilities, whereas Key West, then the largest city in 
Florida with a population of 19.000, had a fine deep- 
water harbor and was strategically located in relation 
to the West Indies, Central and South America. Many 
believed the feat of building a railroad over the 
100 miles of small islands impossible, but Henry 
Flegler loved to overcome obstacles. Construction 
south of Homestead began in 1904. Men, materials, 
equipment, food and water were brought in by ships 
all along the route. New engineering problems were 
solved almost daily, The work was set back by 
damaging storms and sickness created labor problems, 
but all difficulties were overcome, and on January 
22, 1912, Henry Flagler triumphantly rode the first 
train into Key West, where he w2s welcomed as a 
victorious monarch. His 82nd birthday came a few 
days later. 

Mr. Flagler was first married in Bellview, Ohio. 
November 9, 1853, to Mary Harkness, daughter of 
Stephen V. Harkness, and they had three children: 
Jenny Louise, Carrie, and Harry. Mary H-rkness 
died May 18, 1881, and on June 6, 1883, Mr. Flagler 
married Ida A. Shrouds. On August 24, 1901, he 
married Mary Lily Keenan, whose father was presi- 
dent of the East Coast Hotel Company in 1925 when 
The Breakers burned for the third time. In the true 
spirit of Henry Flagler, Mr. Keenan ordered it re- 
built. despite the financial depression of 1926, thereby 
providing work for thousands of men and putting 
millions of dollars into circulation. 

Henry Flagler’s only son, Harry Harkness Flagler, 
was born in Cleveland, Ohio, December 2, 1870, and 
died June 30, 1952. He was a graduate of Columbia 
University, 1897, and in 1921 received the Degree 
of Excellence and an honorary degree of Doctor of 
Music. On April 25, 1894, he married Annie Louise 
Lamont. They were the parents of three daughters: 
Mary Harkness, Elizabeth Lamont, and Jean Louise. 
Jean Louise Flagler is now Mrs. Richardo C. Gon- 
zales. 

Early in 1901 Henry Flagler, soon to marry his 
third wife, told his architects, Carrere and Hastings, 
“Build me the finest home you can think of.” White- 
hall, the two-and-a-half million dollar “Taj Mahal 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


of North America”, was the result. Standing on a 
six-acre site bordering Lake Worth in Palm Beach, it 
was surrounded by gardens of Palms, citrus trees 
and exotic plants; the grounds enclosed by a wrought 
iron fence made by English master craftsmen, In 
architectural style it reflects the Spanish influence, 
with seven huge rooms on the ground floor sur- 
rounding an inner courtyard. Building materials and 
works of art were gathered from all over the world 
and master masons and sculptors from Italy were 
imported for the work, Enormous columns, broad 
steps and large blocks, all of marble, were used to 
create the dazzling white of the exterior. The en- 
trance hall is 110 feet long, 40 feet wide, and the 
domed ceiling 20 feet high, with canvas paintings, 
cameo medallions, life-size statues in niches, and 
marble columns. The ball room is 91 x 37 feet; the 
music room 66 x 24 feet, with the largest pipe organ 
ever placed in a private home. The dining room, 
finished in satinwood, is 44 x 23 feet. There is a 
Louis XIV, Louis XV, and Louis XVI room, an Art 
Nouveau room, and upstairs guest rooms in various 
styles, ranging from Oriental to Americal Colonial. 
Eighteen rooms and halls make up the second floor. 


In the old days Whitehall’s majestic rooms often 
pulsed with music and gay conversation, for the 
Flagler’s entertained lavishly. Among other notables, 
John D. Rockefeller, Mr. Flagler’s long-time business 
associate and friend, was a prominent guest of honor. 


Henry M. Flagler died at Whitehall May 20, 1913. 
The building was purchased by a group of investors 
who turned it into a luxury hotel and built an 
adjoining ten-story structure in the rear, using White- 
hall for the reception area and offices. In 1959 a 
non-profit corporation, created for the purpose of re- 
storing the mansion as a museum honoring the 
memory of Henry Flagler, acquired Whitehall. Mrs. 
Richardo C. Gonzales, Flagler’s granddaughter, is 
president of the board of trustees of the Henry 
Morrison Flagler Museum. In February 1960 a formal 
Restoration Ball and dedication ceremonies were held 
to open the museum to the public. 


The task of restoring Whitehall to its original state 
has begun. Mr. G. R. Bedford, executive director in 
charge of the restoration, born in England, grew 
up schooled in the appreciation of art and fine fur- 
nishings, and so is well equipped for his position 
which calls for appraisal of all articles being returned 
as the original furnishings of Whitehall, Some are 
donated, some purchased, All items are compared with 
photographs of the originals to assure their authenti- 
city. Mrs. Gonzales has been doing extensive re- 
search to recover these furnishings and objects of 
art that once adorned the mansion. “Every day now”, 
Mr. Bedford said, “we hear from residents all along 
the east coast and in other parts of the country who 
either have in their possession or know the where- 
abouts of items that originally were in Whitehall.” 

Among the most important acquisitions of the 
museum are the Key West Extension records of the 
Florida East Coast Railroad—important because con- 
struction of the Key West Extension in 1912 is still 
regarded as a classic in railroad engineering. 

Mr, Flagler’s private railroad car, The Rambler, 
will have a permanent site on the museum grounds. 
According to Mr. Bedford, there has been very little 
deterioration of its satinwood interior since it was 
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discarded by the railroad shortly after the death 
of its owner. 

Flagler had a deep regard for fine workmanship, 
Among more elegant and costly miniatures on dis- 
play in the museum is a miniature iron steam engine, 
which was made by Irvin R. Childs of Lake Worth. 
The railroad king had similar ones made as souvenirs 
for his friends. 


Like its builder, the Henry Morrison Flagler Mu- 
seum serves many worthy causes. Its accomodations 
are available to philanthropic, cultural and civic 
organizations for meetings and programs. Mr. Bed- 
ford conducts tours of the museum for groups by 
arrangement. Visitors may see the beauty of this 
treasure house any day except Monday from 10 A.M. 
to 5 P.M. 


DANIEL THOMAS McCARTY, JR. 


Few figures on the horizon of Florida politics and 
government have had brighter prospects than did Dan- 
iel Thomas McCarty, Jr., thirty-first governor of the 
state of Florida and its youngest governor in fifty years, 
who held office just short of nine months. Personally 
admired and respected by thousands of his fellow citi- 
zens, his accession to the state’s highest office was hailed 
as the beginning of a new era in the government of 
Florida. Behind him was a clean and commendable rec- 
ord of private and public citizenship; before him, an op- 
portunity to serve the people who had honored him 
with their confidence, to put into effect the policies he 
had consistently espoused, and to accomplish much of 
constructive and permanent benefit to the state. 

Dan McCarty sprang from the soil of the state he 
loved and served. He was born in Fort Pierce January 
18, 1912, educated in the public schools of Fort Pierce 
and graduated from the University of Florida in 1934 
with a degree in Agriculture. His father was Daniel 
Thomas McCarty, Sr., a pioneer citrus grower; his 
mother, Frances Lardner Moore McCarty. Biographical 
information on his parents and other members of his 
family may be found under separate headings in these 
pages. His father died in 1922, leaving his widow and 
five children, who were reared under the guidance of 
their mother. Dan, being the eldest son, felt the weight 
of responsibility at an early age. 

His father and grandfather had been among the first 
growers of pineapples and citrus fruit on the East 
Coast. The McCarty grapefruit, named for his grand- 
father, Charles T. McCarty, was developed on the old 
home place below Fort Pierce in the early 1900’s. Valu- 
able experience had been gained by Dan as a boy on 
his father’s groves and in his packing house. Upon re- 
ceiving his degree in Agriculture from the university, 
he returned to Fort Pierce to take over the management 
of his father’s groves, at that time about 150 acres. In 
1936 he organized the Indian River Citrus Associates, 
a packing and marketing cooperative, and served as 
general manager, secretary and treasurer of this organi- 
zation until 1949. At that time he sold this interest but 
continued as a citrus grower. He also had an interest in 
the cattle business on the family ranch and in the de- 

elopment of improved pastures. 
i Thacirig ee he served as president of the Fort 
Pierce Rotary Club, the Senior and Junior Chambers of 
Commerce, and the Presidents’ Round Table. He was 
active in the Red Cross for many years, serving as an 
examiner in life saving and water safety. In the field of 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


education he was chairman in 1946-47 of the St. Lucie 
County Advisory Committee on Education and con- 
tinued active in this work in 1950-51. He fought for 
the establishment of a County Health Unit; was active 
in the establishment of the Fort Pierce Memorial Hos- 
pital; was state campaign chairman for the American 
Cancer Society in 1949-50; and was chairman of the 
drive for funds for the Community Library. He was a 
member of the Fort Pierce Volunteer Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation; a member of the American Legion and Veterans 
of Foreign Wars; an Elk and trustee of Fort Pierce 
Lodge #1520; an Oddfellow; a Mason of Lodge #87, 
Lake Worth Consistory, and Mahi Temple Shrine; a 
charter member of the Sportsman’s Club; and a senior 
warden of the vestry of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
of Fort Pierce. At the University of Florida he had 
become a member of the Florida Blue Key and Sigma 
Phi Epsilon fraternity, which he served as president. 


While a student at the University of Florida he 
studied military science under the Reserve Officers 
Training Corps and in his senior year was Cadet Colo- 
nel of the ROTC Brigade. On graduation he was com- 
missioned a Second Lieutenant in the United States 
Army Field Artillery Reserve, and in 1937 was pro- 
moted to First Lieutenant. Called to active duty in 
1941 with the 74th Field Artillery Brigade at Camp 
Blanding, Florida, he commanded Battery B, 172nd 
Field Artillery until transferred to Headquarters IV 
Corps. He served overseas in Africa, Italy, France, Ger- 
many and Austria. With General Patch’s Seventh Army 
he landed in southern France on D-Day. In the course 
of his 54 months of service he won the Purple Heart, 
the Bronze Star, the Legion of Merit, and the French 
Croix de Guerre, and came home with the rank of 
Colonel. 

His political career began in 1936, when he was elected 
to the State Legislature as Representative from St. 
Lucie County, and he served in the sessions of 1937, 
1939 and 1941. In 1941, when he was 29 years old, he 
was elected Speaker of the House, the youngest in Flor- 
ida’s history. His work in the Legislature was consist- 
ently conservative, yet constructive. He achieved prac- 
tical results in the improvement of the public school 
system and in the development of all fields of agricul- 
ture, including the establishment of farmers’ markets in 
various production areas. He championed the elimina- 
tion of the poll tax and the abolishment of slot ma- 
chines; assisted in the promotion and expansion of un- 
employment insurance and workmen’s compensation; 
and was one of the leaders in the fight opposing the 
sales tax. 

He made his first bid for the office of Governor in 
1948, but was defeated by Fuller Warren. Again a can- 
didate in 1952, he emerged the victor in a hard-fought 
campaign, aided by his reputation for fairness, sincerity, 
and consistent effort to promote the welfare of Florida. 
He took office on January 6, 1953, and had barely com- 
pleted the organization of his administration when, on 
February 25, he suffered a heart attack. This illness 
took his family and friends by surprise, for he had 
always been robust, athletically inclined, a lover of 
outdoor sports. He had played football in high school 
and softball with his Fort Pierce civic club. He loved 
to hunt, fish, ride horseback through his ranchlands and 
groves, and camp out overnight. In an interview with 
reporters from his hospital bed, he said that he felt it 
was the social events and public appearances more than 
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the press of official business that brought on his attack. 
Such functions came hard for him, for he was naturally 
reserved in personality and preferred small gatherings. 

Although his illness kept him away from his office, 
his aides, Warren Blackmon and Charles R. P. Brown, 
conferred with him daily, filling him in on all the day’s 
developments and getting his reactions and decisions. 
He showed his determination to get Florida government 
on a business basis, and demanded a 5% lid on state 
salary and expense increases. He was tough in his de- 
mands for law enforcement and adamant in his refusal 
to compromise his principles, and called for a rebirth 
of moral honesty and Christian living in Florida gov- 
ernment. He eliminated extravagant or unnecessary ex- 
penses, notably in the Road Department, the Purchas- 
ing Department, the State Improvement Commission, 
and the Industrial Commission. The Legislature passed 
his dog-track tax increase biJl, bringing in an addi- 
tional two-million-dollar revenue. He endorsed an East 
Coast tollpike proposed by Governor Warren; endorsed 
mosquito control works and research laboratory; in- 
creased advertising to attract tourists; secured a rebate 
of gasoline tax to farmers and commercial fishermen; 
and increased benefits to the aged. 

He seemed to be improving steadily and was hoping 
to return to a daily schedule at the office and resume 
presiding at Cabinet meetings on October Ist, but dur- 
ing the week end of September 12, when he came out 
for his first general public appearance and rode in an 
open car for several blocks in the Shriners parade, he 
caught a cold. Ten days later he was taken to the hos- 
pital with a diagnosis of pneumonia, which, with his 
weakened heart condition, resulted in his death on Sep- 
tember 28th. 

One of the greatest tributes ever paid to Dan McCarty 
was the statement that he was not a politician but a 
true statesman. He was the first governor in forty years 
who was not a lawyer. A farmer and businessman, he 
had the businessman’s conservative approach to the 
administration of the state. He was not a showman, 
but once his mind was made up he didn’t back down, 
and showed strong leadership in his sessions with the 
Cabinet. A comment made shortly after he took office 
reflects the intensity of his purpose. He said, with a 
smile, that his administration would do the difficult im- 
mediately; the impossible would take a little longer. 

The new College of Agriculture at the University of 
Florida has been named the Dan McCarty Building; 
the new St. Lucie County High School in Fort Pierce, 
the Dan McCarty High School; and a memorial high- 
way north of Fort Pierce has been named in his honor, 
beautified by his friend, Fred Mahan, and dedicated by 
another close friend, his successor, Governor LeRoy 
Collins. 

On September 21, 1940, Daniel Thomas McCarty, Jr. 
married Olie Brown, daughter of Arthur B. and Lela 
Cato Brown of Fort Pierce, where she was born May 
9, 1914. Her father, a native of South Carolina, was 
a newspaper publisher in Fort Pierce for many years. 
He died in 1921. Her mother was born in Alachua, 
Florida. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
McCarty: Daniel T. III, on December 17, 1941; Michael 
Samuel, on April 27, 1947; Frances Lela, on May 4, 1948. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


BOWMAN FOSTER ASHE 
President, University of Miami, 1926-1952 


The first member of the Ashe family came to the 
United States about 1750 and settled west of the Al- 
leghenies in Pennsylvania. There Andrew Jackson Ashe 
was born in 1854. After a brief period as a teacher, he 
became an itinerant minister of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church and for forty-three years served a dozen 
western Pennsylvania communities. He married Martha 
Ann Plotner of a good Dutch family, who was a pupil 
of his when he was teaching school. They had a family 
of one girl and six boys. 

Bowman Foster Ashe, the third son of this family, 
was born April 3, 1885, in the parsonage at Scottdale, 
Pennsylvania. He was named for two Methodist bishops. 
His elementary education was received in a number of 
towns; the family being obliged to follow their preacher- 
father as he moved, in obedience to Conference rules, 
from one town to another. Bowman spent his last sum- 
mer vacation at Kittanning, a big farming town north of 
Pittsburgh, an ideal place for a boy entering his teens. 
Thereafter, school alternated with summer jobs, the 
first being at Westinghouse, where at thirteen he earned 
eight cents an hour as helper to the operator of a sheet- 
steel punch press. At New Kensington he was one of 
315 employees of the new Aluminum Company of 
America. There were other hot and heavy jobs in which 
he became a semi-skilled worker. All that bothered him 
about this kind of work was the noise. 

In his only year of public high school, at New Kensing- 
ton, he was taught by his sister, Mary, who was a teacher 
there. His father had been given an honorary degree by 
Mount Union College at Alliance, Ohio, a Methodist 
institution, and chose that college for his son’s educa- 
tion. The boy finished his secondary schooling at Mount 
Union Preparatory School and went on for two years at 
the College, where he played end on the football team. 

One hard-pressed winter he quit college to work for 
his spring term tuition and board, and became one of 
the first door-to-door peddlers of aluminum utensils. He 
also sold a child’s folding industrial art desk, complete 
with blackboard, and showed himself to be a born 
salesman by ferreting out the most prominent woman 
in town for his first sale. He came away with a handful 
of cards to her friends. During college terms and all 
summers, he always had a job—in mills, on the road, in 
a bank or an office. 

In 1905, fed up with jobs and studies, he went west 
for a five-year interlude. The Union Construction Com- 
pany took him on as paymaster and quartermaster in its 
construction camps in the Sierra Nevada mountains. It 
took him four days on horseback to make the rounds 
of the nine camps. When the panic of 1907 shut down 
operations at the camp, Ashe headed for San Francisco 
on his horse. That city was just beginning to recover 
from the devastating earthquake and fire of 1906. 

Looking for work, Ashe was offered a job as book- 
keeper for the Alaska Packers (of salmon), if he could 
close the books and run a trial balance. That was on a 
Friday. He accepted, and went out to learn how to runa 
trial balance before Monday morning. A chance meet- 
ing with a teacher of the San Francisco Business Col- 
lege was the hand of Providence. From him Ashe 
learned enough bookkeeping in one day to take the 
job, and held it several months. Having an interest in 
light opera, he was meanwhile accepted as a baritone 
in one of the several opera companies then ushering in 
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Frisco’s gayest period, but was not assigned a role. 

Heading south to see more of California, he did some 
threshing, chopped some wood, and milked cows, and 
meanwhile came to the conclusion that he wanted to 
teach school. At San Luis Obispo he found a vacancy 
in a one-room school of seven pupils, back in the moun- 
tains, and got the job although he had no teaching 
certificate. School hours were from seven a.m, to twelve- 
thirty. Ashe used his free time to prepare for a teacher’s 
examination, and worked with the threashers in the 
summer months. In the fall he was assigned to a larger 
school, 

Getting an idea from the method of an old County 
Superintendent who had taught elementary school all 
his life, he began to formulate theories and develop a 
system in his teaching. Among other things, he deter- 
mined the time limit for efficient absorption of the les- 
son by noting how long it took for attention to begin 
to wander, and at that time sent the class out to play 
as a stimulant. He also separated a class according to 
the pupils’ learning rate, being careful not to let them 
know which group was higher. He won a place on the 
County Curriculum and Textbook Committee. While 
teaching he also took the time and trouble to journey 
twelve miles daily to coach the football and baseball 
teams at the Pasa Robles High School. 

Unable to accept an offered superintendency because 
he lacked a college degree, he decided to earn the de- 
gree at the University of California, but his father per- 
suaded him to come home and enter the University of 
Pittsburgh. This was in 1910. At the University he 
joined Sigma Alpha Epsilon and was a member of the 
Athletic Council, the Board of Control of the Student 
Senate and the Glee Club. Believing in striking a bal- 
ance between the emotions and the intellect, developing 
both at the same time, he enthusiastically entered into 
the teaching of social dancing, boxing, wrestling, 
tumbling and all the other strenuous sports and activi- 
ties. He thought the play program should be integrated 
into the schools. Play, he held, takes the place with a 
boy that work does with a man, giving fibre to the 
emotional centers and stimulus to the mind. 

Graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 1912 
with the degree of Bachelor of Science in Economics, 
Ashe resumed his school teaching and took on graduate 
study. He was Superintendent of Schools in Pennsyl- 
vania, where he met Marie Ida Rose, a teacher, and in 
1917 married her, For the next year he taught English 
and History in the Pittsburgh school system. 

Then came Henry Bruere, at that time representing 
the American Metal Company, who were planning a 
model industrial town called Langeloth, southwest of 
Pittsburgh, and were looking for a competent educator 
with experience in social work, shops and industry as 
their Educational and Social Director. Bowman Ashe 
was picked for the job. 

The eight years he spent at Langeloth combined edu- 
cation and administration. Many of the things he and 
Mr. Bruere did were rank innovations at that time, 
although accepted practice today in industrial relations. 
They installed medical, nursing and dental services, 
conducted safety campaigns in the plant, social shindigs 
in the recreation hall, and ran league competition in 
the major sports. Under the heading of administration 
Ashe wangled a paved road out of the politicians, re- 
duced the plant insurance by eliminating hazards, made 
loans to workers, and invented techniques in the new 
plant personnel relations. But the heart of the program 
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“HE BAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


for him was the school, where he crystallized the meth- 
ods he had initiated at San Luis Obispo. 

During the aftermath of World War I, Langeloth began 
to close down, and Ashe made the transition back into 
academic life by working three days a week at the plant 
and three days teaching at the University of Pittsburgh. 
The new president, John G. Bowman, chose Ashe for the 
job of supervising all freshmen and sophomores, includ- 
ing their admissions, transfers and academic progress. 
His watchful eye, plus serious little talks with the stu- 
dents and teachers, reduced the failures over the previ- 
ous year by 240. He also became University Examiner 
and Associate Professor of Economics, with a side line 
of trouble-shooting for the Chancellor . 

Eventually his activities expanded beyond the Uni- 
versity. He helped the Middle Atlantic States Associa- 
tion of Colleges to standardize the integration of the 
work of teachers’ colleges. He pioneered ir. the evalua- 
tion of foreign credentials for fifty colleges. Locally he 
organized the placement of more guidance people into 
the public schools. Then came the invitation from Miami 
to help a group of citizens in founding an institution of 
higher learning. 

Bowman Ashe became executive secretary of the 
newly chartered University of Miami on March 18, 1926. 
The Board of Regents had already laid the cornerstone 
of the first building on the Coral Gables site. Several 
million dollars had been pledged to build the Uni- 
versity. Ashe’s responsibility was to gather the faculty, 
arrange the courses, and supervise financing and admin- 
istration. Here was an opportunity to mold educational 
methods in new forms. In many ways it was similar to 
the opportunity that Langeloth had offered. 

Eight months after he took the temporary organizing 
job, Dr. Ashe became President of the University of 
Miami. The institution opened in October, 1926, in spite 
of the financial situation of South Florida at that time 
and the destructive hurricane of the previous month. 
George E. Merrick, who had lost a great fortune in the 
collapse of real estate values, and was the principal 
founder of the University, remarked: “There are still 
palms and sunshine. The people will come.” A like faith 
in the future of South Florida was kindled in Bowman 
Ashe, but it was the unique opportunity for education 
that stirred his enthusiasm. 

His first announcements on University policy laid 
down lines which he was to follow for the next twenty- 
five years. In time, he said, these would be the uses to 
which the new institution would put its favoring geo- 
graphical location: 

1. An interchange with Latin-America of professors 
and students, and the development of cultural, language 
and business courses to make the University a useful 
agent for amity between the two Americas. 

2. The pursuit of scientific research in marine biology 
and tropical medicine. 

3. The creation of a world graduate school of tropical 
agriculture and tropical biology. 

There was a close family life among the faculty and 
staff, who left teaching posts at colleges and universities 
all over the country to have a part in the very begin- 
nings of an institution. Their first academic building 
was a great triangular structure intended for a hotel 
but never completed. Wallboard partitions were set up 
to form classrooms, which expedient gave rise to the 
tag, “Cardboard College.” But William Lyons Phelps 
of Yale said the University was “unique in that it has 
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invested its money in a faculty and equipment rather 
than in expensive buildings.” 


During his last years at the University of Pittsburgh 
Dr. Ashe had spent some of his excess energy in activi- 
ties beyond the campus. He never did that at Miami, 
being jealous of every working moment in the Uni- 
versity’s behalf, except when his country called him to 
to two tours of extended duty. The following account 
of that period is from the notes of the late Hervey Allen, 
a former trustee of the University and close personal 
friend of Dr. Ashe. 


“Twice during the disturbed and doubtful years of 
the depression and the war, Bowman Foster Ashe has 
been called by his country to perform important pa- 
triotic and highly intricate administrative duties 
vitally affecting the Nation as a whole. and in par- 
ticular the . . . Southeastern States. In 1936 Dr. Ashe 
was chosen to organize the Social Security Board for 
the administration of the six Southeastern States. 
When the United States found itself at war, he was 
again the ideal man to set up the then unknown and 
unpredictable operations of the War Manpower Com- 
mission. The entire labor and selective service opera- 
tion, the controls applied through the United States 
Employment Service for the six Southeastern States, 
was conducted from Dr. Ashe’s office at Atlanta... . 

“Under his direction, and by his personal influence 
with those in charge, huge industries of all kinds were 
literally sprouted into being. The entire manpower 
operation at Knoxville, Tennessee, The Manhattan 
Project, where the atomic bomb was first brought into 
being, is merely one example. As one who saw at first- 
hand the operations of the War Manpower Commis- 
sion in Region 12, under the direction of Bowman 
Foster Ashe, I can only testify, with my hat off, and 
say that I, among many others, had the sensation and 
knowledge that we were happy to be acting under a 
great Captain.” 


Mr. Allen goes on to say: 


“After the war, Dr. Ashe, who had been on leave 
from the University of Miami, but who had also been 
in constant active touch with the University during 
this time of great pressure, returned to his active 
duties as its President. And it is an additional proof 
of his indomitable energy and never-dying vision that 
it has been in the anxious years since the war that the 
University has finally flowered into full bloom and 
grown into the great institution, some of whose aspects 
some of us know, but whose whole promise for the 
future of this community can scarcely be adequately 
imagined. 

“Bowman Ashe’s genius lies in a prophetic vision 
of what are the genuine necessities of expanding 
educational activities in a democracy. He has been 
granted the power to convey the importance of his 
dreams in such a manner as to engage and retain 
the constant help and devotion of the staff of the 
University and the people of this community... . 

“Out of less than nothing he has built an enormous 
and a beautiful fabric. Neither the hurricanes of 
tropical nature nor the tempests of Northern and 
Southern finance have prevailed against him. Rather, 
out of all this, he has achieved that kind of success 
which only a rightly prevailing character can ex- 
plain.” 

Dr. and Mrs. Ashe have two daughters, Dorothy and 
Barbara. Dorothy is now Mrs. Edward F. Dunn. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


DR. JAY FREDERICK WESLEY PEARSON 


When, on January 12, 1953, Dr. Jay F. W. Pearson 
became president of the University of Miami, the event 
was a fortunate one for the University. In addition to 
being familiar with the pattern of thinking, financing, 
policy-making and visions-come-true of the late Dr. 
Bowman F. Ashe, whom he helped to bring the strug- 
gling new school through the vicissitudes of hurricane, 
depression, landboom collapse and World War to its 
present greatness, he brought special personal and edu- 
cational aptitudes to his task. A scientific associate 
thought the title “Diagram of a Dynamo” would be 
a suitable one for a description of President Pearson. 
Said he: 

“He is like one of those tremendous machines that 
puts out a million volts with an almost imperceptible 
hum. His mind is brilliant, original, versatile, and 
thorough. But as you get to know him you are even 
more impressed with his fire and fight. There are 
unusual qualities of warmth and devotion in him.” 
Jay Frederick Wesley Pearson was born in Woods- 

field, Ohio, May 7, 1901. He was the son of Charles 
Albert Lane Pearson (a patent examiner with the U.S. 
Patent Office) and Sara Evaline Hays, and the grand- 
son of an Ohio Congressman who served during the 
Cleveland administration. 

Dr. Pearson’s early childhood was spent in Wash- 
ington, D.C., before the family moved to Grove City, 
Pennsylvania, where he graduated from high school in 
1918. He planned a career in banking and held jobs 
with banks in Grove City and Pittsburgh before en- 
rolling at the University of Pittsburgh in 1921 to study 
foreign banking. 

By his sophomore year, he had developed an interest 


in zoology and in 1924 was selected to spend the sum- 


mer as a staff member of William Beebe’s New York 
Zoological Society laboratory at Kartabo in the jungles 
of British Guiana. A year later he was awarded his 
B.S. degree in absentia while serving as a research as- 
sistant on micro plankton with Beebe’s Arcturus Expe- 
dition to the Sargasso Sea and Galapagos Islands. 

Returning to Pittsburgh, he completed a thesis on 
“The Cephalopods of the Arcturus Expedition” and 
in 1926 was awarded his Master of Science degree. Im- 
mediately after receiving the degree, he conducted a 
class group to Kartabo, where he received and accepted 
an invitation to serve as instructor of zoology at the 
new University of Miami. The invitation was extended 
by a former University of Pittsburgh administrator, 
Dr. Bowman F. Ashe, who was soon to become presi- 
dent at Miami, where he served until his death on 
December 16, 1952. 

Arriving in Miami immediately after the great 1926 
hurricane, Dr. Pearson soon set up underwater studies 
at the University, initiating courses in marine zoology 
and botany which were later to establish the Univer- 
sity as a leader in marine studies. He was promoted 
to assistant professor in 1928. A year later he was 
granted a leave of absence to work on his doctorate in 
ecology and entomology at the University of Chicago, 
where he served as a graduate assistant until comple- 
tion of his residence requirements in 1931. 


Upon recommendation of the National Research 
Council, he was appointed director of biological ex- 
hibits for the Chicago Century of Progress Exposition 
in 1931. Receiving his Ph.D in 1932 after completing a 
thesis on the ecology of bees in the Chicago area, he 
remained with the Exposition until 1933, when he re- 
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turned to the University of Miami as professor of zo- 
ology and secretary of the University. A year later he 
was elected a University Trustee, a title he retained 
until he resigned from the Board in 1941. 

In 1938, he again took leave of absence, this time to 
become director of exhibits in biology and medicine 
for the Golden Gate International Exposition in San 
Francisco. He returned to the University a year later 
as Dean of Administration, and in 1941 was named 
Dean of the Faculty. 

At the request of the United States Army, he was 
released from his University duties in April, 1942, to 
assist in setting up the Army Air Corps Officers Can- 
didate School at Miami Beach. In June, 1942, he was 
commissioned a captain and subsequently directed aca- 
demic training of cadets at Boca Raton, Florida, and at 
Seymour Johnson Field, Goldsboro, North Carolina. He 
attained the rank of major and was commanding officer 
of the Training Aviation Cadet Pre-Tech School at San 
Antonio, Texas, before reverting to inactive duty in 
1944. 


He returned to the University of Miami as professor 
of zoology and Dean of the Faculty and in 1947 was 
named vice-president. Following the death of Dr. 
Ashe, he was appointed president on January 12, 1953. 


Here are a few illuminating details or sidelights of 
Dr. Pearson’s career. A fellow student who was with 
him when he was studying for his doctorate at the 
University of Chicago recalled: 


“He was brilliant; he could soak up and integrate 
twice as much knowledge in half the time it took 
the average man. But what especially distinguished 
him was his brilliant hunches, his originality in de- 
vising experiments, the framing of the question to 
ask nature—all that goes into making the first-rate 
scientist.” 


It was this quality that led to his recommendation 
by University of Chicago professors to Century of 
Progress administrators as the man to put in charge 
of biological exhibits at the World’s Fair. With Dr. 
Ashe’s kindly permission to extend his leave of absence 
from the University of Miami, he developed dynamic 
exhibits for the Fair that are still remembered. One 
of these was a greatly enlarged cross section of a twig 
of a three-year-old basswood which the spectator, by 
pressing a button, could make “grow” another year 
while he watched. In another exhibit the spectator 
could see protozoa grow, fight and eat on the screen. 

In the middle thirties, riding back to Miami on the 
train one fall, Dr. Pearson drafted the University’s 
first promotional booklet, “Where Are You Going to 
College?” It was a booklet primarily of pictures. Every 
college in the country uses one like it now. Every year 
thereafter enrollment leaped. In the late thirties, Dr. 
Pearson introduced concentrated courses, the term plan. 


His toughest assignment by the University adminis- 
tration after the war was the planning and handling 
of the fight for a medical school. A doctor who made 
a trip around the country with him to study medical 
school organization remarked, “Dr. Pearson was amaz- 
ing in his quick and complete grasp of the complex 
intricacies of medical school organization.” 

The list of academic achievements of the University 
of Miami under Dr. Pearson’s leadership is a staggering 
one. It includes: 

Recognition by the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women (August, 1953). 

Raising of School of Law requirements to graduate 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


level (December, 1953) and gradual termination of eve- 
ning law courses (March, 1958). 

Inauguration of summer teaching centers at Oaxaca, 
Mexico (1953) and Burnsville, North Carolina (1954). 

Designation by Civil Aeronautics Administration as 
approved ground school (July, 1953). 

Establishment of U.S. Naval Reserve Officers School 
at North Campus (August, 1954). 

Citation by U.S. State Department of International 
Educational Exchange program of professors and stu- 
dents (September, 1956). 

Membership in Institute of Nuclear Studies (De- 
cember, 1956). 

Accreditation of School of Medicine (April, 1956). 

Establishment of Council on Gerontology (Novem- 
ber, 1956). 

Accreditation of School of Business Administration 
by The American Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Business (June, 1957. 

Inauguration of honors program for freshmen (Sep- 
tember, 1957). 

Raising of requirements for School of Engineering 
(March, 1958), effective fall of 1958. 

First Air Force and Army ROTC flying programs at 
U.M. (April, 1958). 

Inauguration of plans for doctoral program in ten 
fields, beginning in 1959 (January, 1958). 

Initiation of doctoral programs in the Graduate 
School for the Ph.D. and Ed.D. degrees (1959). 

Steady elevation of admission requirements through- 
out the University, including College Board Examina- 
tions for applicants in lower half of their class (effec- 
tive fall, 1958). 

Expansion of cooperative teaching program with Pan 
American World Airways (September, 1955), Patrick 
Air Force Base (February, 1957), Orlando Junior Col- 
lege (September, 1957), Savannah River Project (Sep- 
tember, 1958). : 

Development of Inter-American law program with 
Mexico and other countries to the south. 

Increase in number of faculty members with doctoral 
training—percentage far above the national average— 
and an increase in the annual amount spent for faculty 
instruction of $1,767,895. (Up to 1958). 

Acquisition by the Library of valuable collections, 
including materials from the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion which named the Library a repository of its un- 
classified documents (February, 1957), and an increase 
in total volumes in the general, science, law and med- 
ical libraries from 316,000 to 450,000. 

An increase in value of the permanent collection of 
the Joe and Emily Lowe Art Gallery from $18,000 to 
over $300,000. 

Increase in attendance at the Symphony, Young Peo~ 
ple’s and “Pops” Concerts from 68,535 to 84,936. 

An increase in enrollment of 3,046 (1.775 day and 
1,271 evening) over 1953 figures. (1958: 13,364 total; day, 
9,111; evening, 4,253). 

Recognition through Research Grants, Gifts and 
Scholarships . . . Total endowment figures increased 
from $1,048,955 in May, 1953, to $5,279,000 by December 
31, 1957. 

Addition of new buildings, increasing value of educa- 
tional plant from $16,780,424 in May, 1953, to $28,434,000 
by December 31, 1957. 

With this record of progress, most of it within five 
years of his taking office as president of the University 
of Miami, it is not surprising that Dr. Pearson’s leader- 
ship is in demand on the national educational level. 
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His professional affiliations include: Florida Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Universities (president ’48-’49); 
American Association for Advancement of Science (fel- 
low); Association of Urban Universities (vice-president 
1957, president ’59); American Society of Zoologists 
(associate); New York Zoological Society (fellow); 
Florida Academy of Sciences (founder, treasurer, pres- 
ident 1941-42); member National Commission on Ac- 
crediting. 

He served on the executive council of the Commis- 
sion on Colleges and Universities of the Southern As- 
sociation of Colleges and Secondary Schools; the White 
House People-to-People Committee on Education, and 
the National Commission on Accrediting; also the Com- 
mission on International Understanding of the Associa- 
tion of American Colleges. 

He is a member of Sigma Chi fraternity; Omicron 
Delta Kappa national men’s scholastic and leadership 
honorary; Sigma Xi, national science honorary; Beta 
Beta Beta, national biological sciences honorary; Al- 
pha Phi Omega, national service honorary; Scabbard 
and Blade; Iron Arrow, highest honorary for men at 
the University of Miami, and the Military Order of 
World Wars. 

His club memberships include the Committee of 100, 
Flamingo Dinner Club, Houghton Fortnightly, Army 
and Navy Club of Coral Gables, Country Club of Coral 
Gables, Coral Reef Yacht Club, Miami Club, Riviera 
Country Club, the Surf Club, Kings Bay Yacht and 
Country Club, Cosmos Club (Washington, D.C.). His 
church affiliation is Congregational. 

On February 14, 1931, in Miami, Dr. Pearson mar- 
ried Hazel Manning Heinrich, who was born in In- 
dianapolis, Indiana, where her father, Frederick C. G. 
Heinrich, also was born. Her mother, the former Jen- 
nie Manning, was born in Detroit, Michigan. Dr. and 
Mrs. Pearson have two children: Jay Frederick Wesley 
Pearson, Jr., born in Coral Gables October 5, 1941; and 
Michael Manning Lane Pearson, born at Miami Beach 
February 25, 1946. The Pearson residence is at 2475 
South Bayshore Drive, Miami. 

As would be expected, Dr. Pearson is listed in “Who's 
Who in America.” 


CHARLES PEACOCK 
ISABELLA SANDERS PEACOCK 


The Peacock family, who came from England in 1875, 
pioneered the settlement of Coconut Grove, Dade 
County, Charles Peacock was born in Spaulding, Eng- 
land, July 3, 1842. Isabella Sanders, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nathaniel Sanders, was born in Huntington- 
shire, England, April 24, 1842, Charles and Isabella 
were married in England about 1861. Fourteen years 
later, having heard about Dade County, Florida, they 
set sail from England and landed at Jack’s Bight, now 
known as Coconut Grove. They were accompanied by 
their three sons, Henry J., R. A. S. (Alfred), and 
Charles John. Charles, Sr.’s brother, Jack, was already 
in Florida. The family settled in the Fort Dallas 
(Miami) area. 

Jack Peacock began the commercial planting of fruits 
and vegetables in the Biscayne Bay area. Charles and 
his son Alfred established the first hotel on the main- 
land south of the Indian River settlement, which was 
the only tourist accommodation in that vicinity for 
many years. This was the Bay View House, built in 
the 1880s on the site of the present Coconut Grove 
Park. In 1895 the Peacocks moved the Bay View 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


House back and built the Peacock Inn on the same lo- 
cation, Thus it was that Peacock Inn came to be known 
as Dade County’s first hotel. 

Dade County needed that hotel, for many tourists 
and prospective settlers were coming to the bay coun- 
try, inspired by some prominent writers of that time 
who publicized this paradise frontier in their writings. 
Among the celebrities who came to Peacock Inn were 
President Grover Cleveland; Guy Carleton, the play- 
wright; Joe Jefferson, the actor; and many writers. 

It was due largely to the influence of the Peacock 
family and other English folk that a higher type of 
social life than would be expected in such an isolated 
pioneer community was to be found along the Lower 
East Coast of Florida, especially on the Bay, at this 
time, So effectively did Charles’ wife, Isabella, concern 
herself with the welfare of others in the new frontier 
that Henry Flagler called her “the mother of Coconut 
Grove.” He declared that he sought her out to meet 
her because he had heard so many fine things about 
her. 

In the nineties Charles Peacock and his son Alfred 
opened a general merchandise store, naming the busi- 
ness Chas. Peacock and Son. Active and helpful in 
all the family projects was Alfred’s wife, Lillian Frow 
Peacock, and later their daughter, Eunice, who was 
to carry on the pioneering tradition of the family as 
the helpmate of her husband, George E. Merrick, 
founder of the City of Coral Gables. 

Charles Peacock was Chairman of the Dade County 
Board of County Commissioners, 1879 to 1881; Justice 
of the Peace and acting coroner in 1879; Collector of 
Revenue in 1885; Tax Assessor in 1885, 1887 and 1888; 
Road Commissioner for District No. 2, Dade County, 
in 1887; and Postmaster for Coconut Grove when the 
post office was located in a small room built into the 
northeast porch of the Bay View House. The Dade 
County Court House records show that in 1888 Charles 
Peacock rented to the Dade County Commissioners for 
twenty-five dollars a month a room for use as a court 
house. The commissioners accepted Peacock’s offer to 
move the records and furniture of the county com- 
mission to the new room for the sum of five dollars. 
The county records show also that Charles’ brother, 
Jack, was Sheriff of Dade County in 1878 and Tax As- 
sessor as well as Collector of Revenue in 1879, 

Mrs, Peacock was one of the founding members of 
the Housekeepers’ Club of Coconut Grove. In 1893 she 
helped to organize a community church, the Union 
Chapel. Before that church services had been held in 
the Peacock’s Bay View House, where one of the early 
preachers was Henry Ward Beecher’s nephew, son 
of Harriet Beecher Stowe. One of the early pastors of 
the Union Chapel was the Reverend S. G. Merrick, 
whose son, George, married Mrs. Peacock’s grand- 
daughter, Eunice. 

Charles Peacock died in Coconut Grove, Dade Coun- 
ty, Florida, on September 23, 1905. His wife, Isabella, 
died in Coconut Grove on December 12, 1917. 


GEORGE EDGAR MERRICK 


The founder of the beautiful city of Coral Gables, 
south of Miami, was more than just another developer 
or builder. In “The Miracle of Coral Gables”, by the 
writer, Rex Beach, he said: 

“This is a story about a dreamer and his ac- 
complishment . . . a man who beheld a stately vision 
and caused it to become a reality. At heart he was a 
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writer, a poet, an artist; but fate decreed that he 
should write in wood and steel and stone and paint 
his pictures upon a canvas of spacious fields, cool 
groves and smiling waters. His dream was to build 
a city beautiful without blot or blemish, without 
ugliness or dirt; a city of majestic size but of perfect 
harmony; a city planwed with reverence and care 
and built after the old Grecian ideal that nothing is so 
sacred as the beautiful, That was his vision.” 

It should be stated, however, that George Edgar 
Merrick was a writer and poet in fact as well as at 
heart. He began writing poetry in his boyhood and 
never really stopped, for at the time of his death he 
was compiling a volume of nature poems; also one of 
short stories based on pioneer days in Florida. He 
had several short stories published early in life and 
in 1910 won a short story contest conducted by the 
New York Evening Telegram. In 1920 the Four Seas 
Company of Boston published his “Songs of the Wind 
on a Southern Shore,” and a second edition came out 
in 1926. Many of his writings appeared in the New 
York Times, the Christian Science Monitor, and in 
Latin-American magazines. 

George Merrick was descended in the eighth gen- 
eration of his paternal line from a Welsh ancester, John 
Merrick, who emigrated from Wales to Talbot County 
on the eastern shore of Maryland in 1669. John 
Merrick was of pure Celtic stock, and the family are 
still in possession of the same ancestral estate, 
“Bordorgan”, Anglesey, Wales, where Merricks have 
lived for over a thousand years. The motto on the 
family crest is, “God, Enough; without God, Nothing.” 

Seven generations of Merricks lived on the original 
grant of land in Maryland, where George’s father, 
Solomon Greasely Merrick, was born in 1860. Solomon 
Merrick married Althea Fink of Springdale, Pennsyl- 
vania, whom he met while they were both attending 
Lebanon Valley College at Annsville, Pennsylvania. 
Famous artists and writers were numbered among 
the kinfolk of Althea Fink, who after her graduation 
taught art and penmanship at Lebanon Valley College. 
She continued to paint after her marriage, portraying 
on canvas the beautiful tropical flowers surrounding 
her home in southern Florida. She was also a mu- 
sician and found time in. her busy pioneer life to 
instruct her daughters on the piano and organ. 

The first of seven children of Solomon. and Althea 
Merrick, George Edgar Merrick was born at the home 
of his maternal grandvarents in Springdale, Pennsyl- 
vania, on June 3, 1886. After graduating from Yale 
University, his father assumed the pastorate of the 
Congregational Church at Gaines, New York. When 
George was eight years old his father left Gaines and 
became pastor of the old Plymouth Church at Dux- 
bury, Massachusetts. George completed grade school 
there and attended Partridge Academy for one year. 

Seeking a milder climate for his health the Reverend 
Solomon Merrick corresponded with Reverend James 
Bolton, who was preaching at the non-sectarian Union 
Chapel in Coconut Grove, and through him learned 
of the 160-acre Gregory homestead in Dade County 
which was for sale. With his life savings of $1100 
he purchased the land unseen and, accompanied by 
his eldest son, George, then twelve years old, came to 
Miami in 1898. On finding the city quarantined for 
yellow fever, they spent several months at the home 
of a friend on the Loxahatchee River, waiting for the 
quarantine to be lifted. 
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THE EAST COAST -OF FLORIDA 


On reaching their homestead they found plenty of 
hard work awaiting them, for only one acre of the 
land was under cultivation. They cleared land, planted 
vegetables and set out many varieties of fruit trees, 
living in the cabin that was already on the land. When 
the first crop of vegetables was ready for market, 
Mrs. Merrick and four children arrived. (One daughter 
died in the North and a son was born in Florida). 
Marketing in those days was not easy. George hauled 
the produce by mule and wagon over narrow rough 
roads to Miami, where he sold as much as possible 
to the Royal Palm Hotel, which opened in the winter 
of 1898-99, and peddled the rest of his load to stores 
and housewives. Miami, which had been incorporated 
in 1896, had a population at this time of about 600 
souls. 

Meanwhile, George’s education was not neglected. 
It was his father’s dream to establish a small, con- 
genial colony of retired professional men. A few did 
come and purchased or were given plots of land. 
One of these, a retired Yale professor, tutored George, 
preparing him for admission to Rollins College in 
the fall of 1907. He spent one year there and during 
that time was editor of the school paper and won the 
Ronan medal for oratory. In the fall of 1908 he en- 
rolled in the New York Law School, then part of 
Columbia University, and divided his time between 
the study of law and writing. 


Solomon Merrick had accepted the pastorate of the 
Congregational Church in Coconut Grove and had also 
been managing his fruit and vegetable business. When 
his father’s health failed George left sthool to assume 
the management of the plantation and entered the 
partnershin of S. G. Merrick and Son. The father 
died in 1911. Between that time and 1920 George 
Merrick built up the largest and most prosperous 
plantation in the area, having over 1,000°acres under 
cultivation, chiefly in citrus and tropical fruits. The 
first full carload of grapefruit shipped from Dade 
County came from his groves. 


The original cabin had been followed by a new 
house in 1900, and in 1906 an artistic coral house was 
erected in front, including the original four-room 
house. This spacious house with wide verandas and 
a colorful tiled roof was called Coral Gables, and 
the eniire homestead was called Coral Gables Plan- 
tation. When George Merrick’s dream city came into 
being, it was fitting that it should be named after the 
home of its creator. 


Starting with his father’s idea of a _ retirement 
community for educators and ministers, George 
Merrick developed and expanded it into his vision 
of a beautiful city. To gain experience and increase 
his capital, he entered the real estate field, retaining 
management of the Merrick groves. He became vice 
president in charge of the development department 
of Realty Securities Corporation and, with C. D, Ben- 
son and T. O. Wilson, developed and sold a number of 
subdivisions. This was his planned apprenticeship for 
building the city of Coral Gables, which was begun in 
1921 when the first streets were laid. Outstanding 
artists, architects, engineers and city planners were 
brought in by Mr. Merrick to aid him in building 
his City Beautiful. Between the spring of 1920 and 
the fall of 1923 over $50.000.000 was spent, and in the 
same period nearly $150,000,000 was received for the 
sale of Coral Gables property throughout the entire 
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nation. Over $3,000,000 was spent in advertising, in 
which writers, artists and orators took part, and over 
3,000 salesmen were employed at one time. People 
were brought down from all the eastern states by a 
fleet of eithty-six special busses, and many of these 
people purchased homesites in Coral Gables. 

George Merrick is also the principal founder of the 
University of Miami, which he planned before any 
building had been started in Coral Gables. He gave 
160 acres of land and pledged $4,000.000 for the 
University, $1,000,000 of which was immediately avail- 
able. The cornerstone was laid and the University 
was dedicated to the memory of his father on Febru- 
ary 4, 1926. Pledges to the endowment fund amounting 
to nearly $8,000,000 were received, but due to the 
devasting hurricane of September 1926 and the fi- 
nancial depression which followed, few of these 
pledges, except Merrick’s, materialized. Nevertheless, 
the University of Miami opened its doors to nearly 
800 students on October 15, 1926; housed in the 
newly built Anastasia Hotel on University Drive. 
George Merrick served as Regent and Trustee of the 
University from its beginning until his death. 


Outstanding among the other institutions and build- 
ings in Coral Gables founded by George Merrick are 
the Miami Biltmore Hotel, the Miami Biltmore Coun- 
try Club, the million-dollar Douglas Entrance and the 
Venetian Pool (which has been called the most 
beautiful outdoor swimming pool in the world), and 
the City Hall. Millions were spent in tropical planting. 
The plans for each building had to be submitted for 
approval to a planning board so that each structure 
would conform to the type of building allowed in the 
particular neighborhood. Broad thoroughfares meet in 
beautiful plazas with Spanish wells, pools and foun- 
tains. For his wonderful expression of Spanish archi- 
tecture in Coral Gables George Merrick was decorated, 
in 1927, by King Alfonso of Spain, and made a “Don 
of the Order of Isabella de Catolica.” 


The financial collapse of 1926 brought disaster to 
the Merricks, who voluntarily sacrificed all their as- 
sets in the endeavor to complete Coral Gables. In 
this they were eminently successful, but thereafter the 
control of their large realty holdings p>ssed into 
other hands. For a few years they operated the Carib- 
bee Fishing Camp on Matecumbe Key, on land be- 
queathed to Mrs. Merrick by her father, R. A. S. 
Peacock. A hurricane destroyed this camp in the 
fall of 1935. In 1932 Mr. Merrick organized the real 
estate firm of George E. Merrick, Inc., which Mrs. 
Merrick carried on after the death of her husband until 
1945. 

From 1914 to 1916 George Merrick was a County 
Commissioner of Dade County. He was much inte- 
rested in the development of transportation and good 
roads and was an early advocate of the Tamiami 
Trail and a causeway across the bay, both of which 
projects were begun during his term as commissioner. 
He was one of the group of citizens who were in- 
strumental in bringing the Seaboard Railway to 
Miami. From 1935 to 1939 he was Chairman of the 
Dade County Planning Board and from 1937 to 1939 
was also Chairman of the Dade County Zoning Com- 
mission. On June 1, 1940, he was sworn in as Post- 
master of Miami, having received the highest grade 
among the sixty-six applicants who took the Civil 
Service examination, and held that office until his 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


death in 1942. He was a Director of the Fairchild 
Tropical Garden and was one of the organizers and 
the first president of the Historical Association of 
Southern Florida, founded in 1940. 

In February of 1916 George Edgar Merrick married 
Miss Eunice Peacock, only child of Robert Alfred S. 
and Lillian (Frow) Peacock, pioneers of Coconut 
Grove. Eunice attended private and public schools. 
After attending the Coconut Grove public school, she 
attended the Model School in Trenton, New Jersey. 

Mrs. Merrick was one of the founders and second 
president of the Coral Gables Garden Club, a found- 
ing member of the Coral Gables Parent-Teachers 
Association, and one of the first directors of the Coral 
Gables Woman’s Club. She is a patroness for the 
Coral Gables branch of the National League of Amer- 
ican Pen Women and patroness also for the Univer- 
sity of Miami’s honor musical sorority, Sigma Alpha 
Iota. The Coral Gables Civic Club awarded Mrs. Mer- 
rick their Book of Golden Deeds plaque, and the 
Coral Gables Chamber of Commerce made her an 
honorary member. Mrs. Merrick still lives in Coral 
Gables. 

George Edgar Merrick died on March 26, 1942, and 
was buried in Woodlawn Park Cemetery. His memory 
lives on in the hearts of his friends and in the beau- 
tiful city he planned and founded. 


JAMES NEVILLE McARTHUR 


James Neville McArthur of Miami, president and 
owner of McArthur Jersey Farm Dairy, Inc., came to 
Miami in 1922 from Mississippi. He acquired his wealth 
through the vaulting increase in land values on the 
Gold Coast as well as through his dairy business which 
is a highly successful business with the distinction of 
being the largest individually owned dairy in the 
world. s 

One of a family of ten children, five boys and five 
girls, James Neville McArthur was born in the cotton 
belt of Mississippi, at Preston, on October 13, 1892. 
His father, John Wesley McArthur, was a farmer who 
managed to send all of his ten children to college. 
Born in 1853, he died January 28, 1941. The mother of 
this family, Hattie Henderson McArthur, was born in 
1850 and died in June 1938. 

James Neville McArthur graduated from the Mis- 
sissippi State College in 1916 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Agriculture. His ambition was to become a 
county agricultural agent, but after World War I, in 
which he was an athletic instructor at Camp Wheeler, 
Georgia, he was unable to find a county agent job 
open, so became a teacher of agriculture. 


Coming to Florida in 1919, he was Director of Voca- 
tional Education at Madison High School in Madison, 
and while there attended the University of Florida 
during summer sessions, earning a B.S. degree in Edu- 
cation by 1922. He then came to Miami as Principal 
of the Dade County Agricultural High School, which 
later became Miami Edison High School. At that time 
the school had a farm at Northwest 17th Avenue and 
96th Street with a poultry department and a model 
dairy. Here McArthur taught agriculture until 1929, 
when he decided to enter the dairy business for him- 
self. 

A few months after he resigned his teaching position 
and started his dairy with twenty cows, the stock mar- 
ket crashed. Milk that had been selling for twenty- 
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one cents a quart went down to six cents. Thanks to 
the fact that he had borrowed from his father to start 
the business, rather than from a banker, McArthur was 
able to keep going. His dairy was in Hollywood; most 
of his customers in Miami. For years he worked seven 
days a week, getting up at three A.M. and retiring 
about eleven-thirty P.M. Gradually he increased his 
herd, a cow or two at a time, and bought more pasture 
land. By 1939 he had 1,000 cows. By the end of World 
War II he had 5,000 cows on 1,000 acres west of Holly- 
wood, and was a millionaire. 


When rapid post-war expansion of home building in 
Broward County increased the value of McArthur’s 
land so much that he could not hold it for pasture, 
he bought tracts farther up the coast, thinking to move 
his dairy there; but before he could move that land 
spiraled in value, Like the good business man he is, 
he sold it, making a nice profit. Eventually he sold the 
Hollywood tract and moved his dairy to 7,000 acres 
in Okeechobee County, where he now has some 7,500 
cows. He also operates dairies in Broward and Palm 
Beach counties. 


Since coming to Miami Mr. McArthur has been a 
leader in civic, charitable, religious and educational 
activities; his special interest being education. He gave 
the University of Miami the largest single gift in its 
history for the erection of an engineering building. 
The result is the J. Neville McArthur School of Engi- 
neering. He gave forty acres of land for the McArthur 
High School in West Hollywood and also built an ath- 
letic stadium for the school. By a generous land grant 
he eliminated what would have been a costly bottle- 
neck on the Sunshine State Parkway, the McArthur 
interchange at Fort Lauderdale, named for him by 
Governor Collins in appreciation of his gift. 


Modest and unassuming, Mr. McArthur has always 
been characterized by a willingness to let others take 
the credit. In making his gift to the University he said 
that the growth and development of the Miami area 
made all its residents partners with him in earning 
what he was returning to the community. He believes 
that nothing else serves the public as wisely and well 
as the University. He is a trustee of the University 
and a founding member and past president of the 
Citizens Board of the University of Miami. He is also 
chairman of the Citizens Advisory Board of the Dade 
County Junior College. 

Mr. McArthur is a past president of Miami Chamber 
of Commerce and the Chamber of Commerce of the 
Americas; a life member of Miami Junior Chamber 
of Commerce; a member of the Policy Committee of 
the United States Chamber of Commerce and was for- 
merly on its Education Committee; and is chairman of 
the Inter-American Division of the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce. He is a member of Inter- 
American Center Authority and president of Alianza 
Inter-Americana. He was chairman of three trade 
delegations visiting Latin American countries to pro- 
mote business and goodwill and made seven trips to the 
South, visiting leaders of every country as a gesture 
of friendliness. He also visited eight European coun- 
tries under the auspices of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture; was Florida chairman of the 1956 
World’s Fair held in the Dominican Republic; and 
represented the United States at Florence, Italy, for 
the fifth centennial celebration of the birth of Amerigo 
Vespucci, for whom America was named. The presi- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


dent of the Republic of Italy presented him with the 
“Star of Solidarity of the Italian Republic.” 

Among his numerous other civic activities, Mr. Mc- 
Arthur is a member of the Dade County Development 
Committee, a director of the United Fund, a past presi- 
dent of the Miami Civitan Club, past chairman of the 
Dade County Heart and Tuberculosis Associations’ 
fund drives and of the national “Employ the Physically 
Handicapped” campaign. He is a member of Miami 
Shores Rotary Club and chairman of the Rotary Foun- 
dation; a member of the Committee of One Hundred 
and its Board of Governors; a director and life mem- 
ber of the Opera Guild of Miami; a member of the 
Century Club, the Surf Club and La Gorce Country 
Club; and Elder of Miami Shores Presbyterian Church, 
past president of the Miami Council of Churches, and 
was president for four years of the William Jennings 
Bryan Bible Class. He received the “Outstanding Prot- 
estant” award from the National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews. 

Chosen for the “Outstanding Citizen of Dade County” 
award for the year 1960, he was presented with this 
by Governor Bryant in February 1961. His life has 
been written up in the Encyclopedia of American 
Biography, published by the American Historical Com- 
pany of New York, and in Marqui’s “Who’s Who in 
America.” 


James Neville McArthur was married in Meridian, 
Mississippi, on August 18, 1918, to Ida Nell Moseley, 
who was a gifted musician. They had two children: 
James Neville, Jr., who lost his life in an automobile 
accident, and Jean McArthur Davis, wife of James L. 
Davis of Miami Shores. The Davis’s four children are: 
James McArthur, age thirteen; John Rhodes, eleven; 
Nancy Jean, nine; and Linda, age six years. 


JUDGE JAMES ROBERT KNOTT 


Circuit Judge James Robert Knott of the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit of Florida, Palm Beach County, is a 
worthy member of a distinguished family and a native 
Floridian. His paternal grandfather, James R. Knott, 
served in the United States Army as a volunteer in 
Florida’s Seminole Indian War, in 1836, afterward mov- 
ing with his family to Lake County, Florida, 

Judge Knott’s father, William Valentine Knott, was 
born in Terrell County, Georgia, November 24, 1863. 
Now in his 97th year, he first entered service in the 
state government of Florida in 1895, when he was ap- 
pointed State Auditor by Governor Mitchell, Prior to 
that time he had lived in central Florida, where he had 
phosphate mining and citrus interests, and in Tampa, 
where he owned and operated what was then the 
largest abstract business in the state. He served as 
State Auditor until 1903, when he was appointed State 
Treasurer by Governor Jennings, to succeed the late 
Judge James B. Whitfield, who was then appointed to 
the Supreme Court. In 1911 he was appointed State 
Comptroller by Governor Gilchrist, serving in that 
capacity until 1917. He was Democratic nominee for 
governor of the state in 1916. Later, after serving again 
as State Auditor, he was again State Treasurer, from 
1928 until 1941, retiring at the age of 77. He served in 
the administrations of eleven governors of Florida. 

The Judge’s mother, Luella Pugh Knott, was born 
in Franklin County, North Carolina, May 31, 1872. She 
is the author of several books of poetry and the com- 
poser of more than fifty published songs. She is also 
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the author of a printed, illustrated volume dealing 
with the family history and lineage, entitled “Reading 
Backward.” 

James Robert Knott was born in Tallahassee, Florida, 
January 8, 1910. He attended Oak Ridge Military In- 
stitute Oak Ridge, North Carolina, in 1926-27; grad- 
uated from Leon County High School, Tallahassee, in 
1928; attended the University of North Carolina in 
1928-29, and graduated from the University of Florida 
in 1934 with a Bachelor of Science and a Bachelor of 
Laws degree. In his senior year he was editor-in-chief 
of the University of Florida’s yearbook, The Seminole. 
During the course of his college career he was initiated 
into the Phi Delta Theta social fraternity, Phi Delta 
Phi legal fraternity, and Florida Blue Key. 

He practiced law in Jacksonville, Florida, from 1934 
to 1946 (excepting three and a half years in active 
service as a Naval Reserve officer during World War 
II), being associated for three years with the late P. L. 
Gaskins and former Circuit Judge George Couper 
Gibbs, later Attorney General of Florida. He later 
practiced independently and served as attorney for the 
Florida East Coast Railway. In 1938 he was appointed 
Deputy Commissioner of the Florida Industrial Com- 
mission by Governor Cone, and later reappointed 
under Governor Holland. 

Judge Knott entered the United States Naval Reserve 
on March 17, 1942, with a commission as Lieutenant 
(j.g.) and served as a deck officer on sea duty in the 
Atlantic for the major part of World War II, released 
from active duty as Lieutenant Commander, 

In 1948, having commenced the practice of law in 
West Palm Beach, he was appointed by Governor 
Caldwell to serve as Deputy Commissioner for that 
district, embracing ten counties, and continued to serve 
in that capacity by appointment under Governors 
Warren and McCarty, Acting Governor Johns, and 
Governor Collins. He was appointed Circuit Judge for 
the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit by Governor Collins in 
June 1956, to fill the vacancy created by the disap- 
pearance of Judge C, E, Chillingworth. He was one of 
three attorneys who were recommended by the Palm 
Beach County Bar Association to the Governor for 
appointment as Circuit Judge, and was unopposed as 
a candidate in the two elections which have taken 
place since his elevation to the bench. 


Judge Knott is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation, the Florida Bar, and the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association, of which he was a director in 1950- 
51. He is a director of the Florida Historical Society and 
president of the Palm Beach County Historical Society; 
a director of the West Palm Beach Kiwanis Club, and 
of the Palm Beach County Tuberculosis and Health 
Association; trustee and secretary of the Junior Mu- 
seum of Palm Beach County; a member of the Library 
Board of the City of West Palm Beach; a member of 
the American Legion, Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion, and the Florida Civil War Centennial Commis- 
sion; a director of the Tuscawilla Club of West Palm 
Beach, and member of the Friars Club of Jacksonville; 
and a member of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of 
West Palm Beach. 

He was married at the Episcopal National Cathedral 
in Washington, D.C., on June 26, 1942, to Evelyn 
Douglas Causey, who was born in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, 
July 25, 1910. She is a daughter of Beverley Douglas 
Causey, born October 19, 1882, in Suffolk, Virginia, 
and Katherine Paul Causey, born May 9, 1880, in La- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Crosse, Wisconsin. Her mother’s father was John Paul 
of LaCrosse, Wisconsin, and Watertown, Florida, one 
of Florida’s lumber and land barons around the turn 
of the century, Mrs. Knott is descended from William 
Dandridge of “Elsing Green,” King William County, 
Virginia, the uncle of Martha Washington. 


Judge and Mrs. Knott are the parents of a son and 
a daughter: James Douglas Knott, born December 18, 
1943, in Richmond, Virginia, and Elizabeth Dandridge 
Knott, born September 25, 1945, in St, Augustine, 
Florida. 


Judge Knott has a brother, Charles Knott, who is 
an attorney and lives in Tallahassee. He also has a 
sister, Mary Knott Bazemore, M.D., (Mrs. E. L. Baze- 
more) a practicing physician in Merion, Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES H. WARWICK, JR. 


The senior member of Warwick, Paul and Warwick, 
one of the outstanding law firms of the East Coast of 
Florida, Charles Henry Warwick, Jr., has been prac- 
ticing his profession in West Palm Beach since 1926. 
In addition to his prominence as a lawyer, Mr. Warwick 
is and has been an active participant in the civic and 
social life of his community. 

He was born in Nashville, Tennessee, March 27, 
1894, son of Charles Henry and Alice Shannon War- 
wick. His father, born in Charlottesville, Virginia, was 
head of the Nashville Credit Men’s Association until 
1933, when he retired and came to West Palm Beach. 
He was manager of the Citizens Building, in which 
his son’s offices are now located, until his death in 
November, 1949, at the age of 81. His wife and Charles 
Jr’s mother, Alice Shannon, was born in Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, daughter of Dr. Harvey Shannon, 
a physician, who was Captain of Sweatt’s Battery 
under General Forrest in the Civil War and took part 
in the battles of Franklin and Shiloh, Dr, Shannon’s 
wife, Lucy Irving, was a granddaughter of Major Vick, 
founder of Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Charles Warwick, Jr. attended public school in 
Nashville and Winthrop Preparatory School, from 
which he was graduated in 1912; then studied law at 
Cumberland University, where he received his LL.B. 
degree in 1917, and did post-graduate work at Van- 
derbilt University. In January, 1918, he enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps in World War I and was commis- 
sioned a Second Lieutenant and assigned to Artillery 
as an Air Observer just before the Armistice. Honor- 
ably discharged on December 17, 1918, he served ten 
years in the Reserve Corps. 

For three years before his enlistment Mr. Warwick 
had served as manager of the Credit Bureau of Nash- 
ville Credit Men’s Association and after the war he 
returned to that Association and became attorney for 
the Adjustment Bureau, Having been admitted to the 
bar in the State of Tennessee in 1917, he began a 
general practice of law in Nashville in December 1918 
and continued there until January of 1926. 

At that time he came to West Palm Beach, Florida, 
on a visit, but liked the place so well that he decided 
to remain, With B, F. Paty and F. T. Fancher he be- 
came a member of the law firm of Paty, Fancher and 
Warwick, which continued under that name until Mr. 
Fancher retired in 1936. John A. Paul was admitted 
to the firm in 1946. Following the withdrawal of Mr. 
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Paty in 1951 and the admission of Mr, Warwick’s son 
to the firm, the name became Warwick, Paul and 
Warwick. 


Mr. Warwick is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, and the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association. He is a director and vice- 
president of the Bank of Palm Beach and Trust Com- 
pany, and in addition to his other business activities 
is a citrus grower. He was president of the West Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce in 1929, president of the 
West Palm Beach Kiwanis Club in 1934, chairman of 
the Civil Service Commission for six years and chair- 
man of the West Palm Beach Golf Commission for 
eighteen years, He is a charter member of the West 
Palm Beach Golf Club, a member of the Everglades 
Club of Palm Beach and the Coral Beach Club; of 
Kappa Sigma fraternity and Phi Beta Phi legal fra- 
ternity, and an honorary member of this fraternity’s 
chapter at Stetson University, A high-ranking Mason, 
he is a member of Harmonia Lodge of West Palm 
Beach and all bodies up to and including the 32nd 
degree of the Scottish Rite, and a member of Al Menah 
Temple Shrine at Nashville, Tennessee. He is also a 
member of the local American Legion Post, the Elks 
Lodge, and the First Methodist Church. Hunting is 
his favorite sport. 

On November 15, 1921, Charles H. Warwick, Jr. mar- 
ried Elizabeth Clark Culbert, daughter of James and 
Mary Clark Culbert of Nashville, Tennessee. Four 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Warwick: 

1. Jane Elizabeth, now Mrs. John P, Wakeman of 
West Palm Beach, She graduated from Sweet Briar 
College in Virginia and also attended Stephen’s Col- 
lege in Missouri. Mr. Wakeman is a local general con- 
tractor and served in the Navy in World War II. They 
have four children: 1) Jane Elizabeth 2) Jay 3) Mary 
Elizabeth 4) John P. Jr. 

2. Charles Henry Warwick, III, born in Nashville, 
Tennessee, in 1924, is a graduate of McCauley Pre- 
paratory School, Chattanooga, Tennessee, the Universi- 
ty of North Carolina with an A.B. degree, and Stetson 
Law College, DeLand, Florida, where he received an 
LL.B. degree in 1946. He served in World War II as 
pilot of a B-29 with the rank of Lieutenant, Now a 
member of his father’s law firm, he is past president 
of the Palm Beach County Bar Association, a director 
of the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, first 
vice-president of West Palm Beach Kiwanis Club, and 
chairman of the West Palm Beach Golf Club. He mar- 
ried Elsie Cushman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Cushman, and they have a son, Charles Henry War- 
wick, IV, and a daughter, Elsie Cushman Warwick. 

3. Mary Clark Warwick, now Mrs. Stuart Bronaugh 
of Nashville, Tennessee, where her husband is an ex- 
ecutive of General Shoe Corporation. Both Mr. and 
Mrs, Bronaugh are graduates of Vanderbilt University. 
They have three children: 1) Ellen 2) J, Stuart, Jr. 
3) James Warwick Bronaugh. 

4. James S. Warwick, born in West Palm Beach in 
1933, graduated from McCauley Preparatory School at 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and from Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity with an A.B. degree, and later attended the School 
of Theology at Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. 
He married Pattie Nall of Atlanta, and they became 
the parents of two daughters: Mary Ann and Shannon 
Warwick. James S. Warwick died March 22, 1956. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


NEWTON B. T. RONEY 


A great developer and financier of Miami and 
Miami Beach was Newton B. T. Roney, builder of the 
great Roney Plaza Hotel and of many other hotels and 
commercial buildings in the Miami area. He was 
considered one of the greatest judges of land values 
which this country has ever produced. 


Son of Newton M. and Sarah R. Roney, he was 
born at Camden, New Jersey, January 20, 1881. He 
attended the public schools of Camden and started 
out in life as a newsboy on the streets of that city. 
At the age of seventeen he worked as a clerk in a 
law office and, after completing a course in law, 
was admitted to the New Jersey bar at the age of 
twenty-one, He took a deep interest in Camden’s city 
government and headed and financed a change in 
its form, 


In the course of a trip to Cuba in 1909, he first 
visited Florida and saw the future possibilities of 
the Greater Miami area. Having already made a 
fortune in real estate, he returned to Miami in 1917. 
One of his first real estate deals there was the pur- 
chase and sale of the Old Elser Pier property at the 
foot of Flagler Street—at a “handsome” profit, ac- 
cording to the press. For the next seven years he 
bought street corners in Miami and Miami Beach 
and sold them at an immense profit. Special mention 
was made of five ocean-front lots which he reputedly 
bought for $16,000 and sold for $150,000. He did not 
begin building operations until 1920, but by 1925 had 
built and owned 200 shop units on Collins Avenue 
between Third and Twenty-third Street. He built 
the eighteen buildings on Espanola Way, and about 
fifteen hotels. The climax of this phase of his career 
was the Roney Plaza Hotel, built at a cost of two 


million dollars. Now the property of J. Meyer Schine | 


and his son, David, it is still a showplace. 

In 1924 Mr. Roney gave financial backing for a 
daily newspaper for Miami Beach, edited by Clayton 
Sedgwick Cooper. Publication stopped in 1927, In 
1930 the financial wizard became one of the largest 
life insurance policy holders in the United States 
when he insured his life for one and a half million 
dollars. Although he went into semi-retirement in 
the early 1940’s, he maintained an office on Lincoln 
Road. 

For three years Mr. Roney was a trustee of the 
University of Miami, resigring in 195). He was a 
member of the Methodist Church and of the Bath 
Surf and Indian Creek Clubs. A very active golfer, 
he played a good game. 

Newton Roney was married January 25, 1907, at 
the Little Church Around the Corner in New York 
City, to Gertrude Chisholm. 

She is a daughter of David and Rachel Cooper, 
both natives of England. A daughter, Betty Chisholm 
Roney, now Mrs. Edwin J. Fitzpatrick of Plainfield, 
New Jersey, was born to Mr. and Mrs. Roney on 
September 13, 1913. She has two children, Edwin J. 
Fitzpatrick, Jr., and Anne Roney Fitzpatrick. 

Mr. Roney died in Philadelphia September 9, 1952. 
His widow still makes her home at 1401 North View 
Drive, Sunset Island No. 1, Miami Beach. 
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HUGH PAGE EMERSON 


An outstanding success in the business world and a 
proven civic leader, Hugh Page Emerson of Miami is a 
man of many interests backed by an energetic and 
forceful personality. 

He was born at Gray, Jones County, Georgia, August 
2, 1900, son of Henry P. and Sallie S. (Roberts) Emerson. 
His father was a planter and fruit grower and a mem- 
ber of the Jones County Board of Education. 

Hugh Emerson graduated from Gray High School and 
took several courses under the American Institute of 
Banking while working as a junior officer at the Bank 
of Gray, Georgia, for two years. He came to Miami on 
a vacation in 1920 and remained, entering the First 
National Bank, where he advanced to the position of 
vice-president. 

Leaving banking in 1931 to enter the gasoline and oil 
business, he organized the Aeroland Oil Company of 
Miami, which serviced Pan American, World Airways 
and other air lines and has been the independent 
marketer of Standard Oil Company of Kentucky in 
Dade, Broward, Palm Beach and Monroe counties. This 
firm also was sole distributor for United States Rubber 
Company from Sebastian to Key West and Fort Myers, 
until World War II curtailed tire sales. 

In 1942 Mr. Emerson was appointed Postmaster for the 
City of Miami and held that office until he resigned in 
1948 to devote all his time to his private business. Find- 
ing the post office manned with good men but lacking 
incentive, he instilled in the staff the need to develop 
new ideas, that the public might be better served. Dur- 
ing his time as postmaster five branch offices and seven 
new contract stations were added, and the foundation 
for Biscayne Annex was laid before he resigned. 

In addition to Aeroland Oil Company, Mr. Emerson 
has been president since 1947 of Royal Arrow Company, 
Inc., of Jacksonville, wholesale and retail distributors 
of gasoline, oil and tires. However, since 1955 he con- 
fines his activities to the wholesale oil products business. 


He is a member of the National Association of Inde- 
pendent Tire Dealers and the National Oil Marketers 
Association, which he has served as vice-president, 
treasurer and director. He is a director and past vice- 
president of the Florida Trucking Association; a direc- 
tor (since 1936) of the Little River Bank and Trust Com- 
pany of Miami; past president of the Sunset Island 
Home Owners Association; and a past director and vice 
president of the Executives Association of Greater 
Miami. 

Highly active in Chamber: of Commerce work, he 
served two terms as vice-president and two terms as 
secretary. He is also a member of the Miami Beach and 
Coral Gables Chambers of Commerce. He is a past presi- 
dent and director of the Dade County Research Founda- 
tion; a member of the Planning and Advisory Board of 
Metro-Dade County; chairman of the Miami Housing 
Authority; a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Miami, and has done much fund raising 
for that institution. 

He has been a member of Miami Kiwanis Club since 
1928 and is a past director and treasurer of this organi- 
zation. He has been active as a director of Community 
Chest, United Fund and Red Cross drives; is a former 
member and director of the Miami YMCA; a member 
of Miami Beach Community Church and its Board of 
Trustees; a member and past Exalted Ruler of BPOE 
Lodge #948. He is an honorary member of Florida Na- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


tional Guard and the Police Benevolent Association; a 
member of Florida Traffice Golfers Association, the 
Humane Society, the Historical Association of Southern 
Florida, the American Rose Society, the Opera Guild of 
Greater Miami, the Committee of One Hundred. He is 
a founder member of the Bath Club and La Gorce 
Country Club, past president of the latter and served 
on its Board of Governors; also served on the Board of 
Governors of the Miami Country Club, and is a member 
of the Kings Bay Yacht Club. 

Widely known for his hobby of growing roses at his 
beautiful Sunset Island home, he was invited to inspect 
rose gardens and green houses at Cannes on the French 
Riviera when touring there some years ago. His other 
hobby is golf. 

Hugh Page Emerson was twice married, both times 
in Miami. On December 4, 1926, he married Exie Waters, 
daughter of William and Mattie Waters, and a native of 
Horse Cave, Kentucky, where she was born August 25, 
1899. A daughter of this marriage, Ann Twyman Emer- 
son Seits, was born in Miami March 4, 1930. Mrs. Seits 
has one child, Page Ann Seits. 

On October 23, 1946, Mr. Emerson married Rosa Zim- 
merman, daughter of B. F. and Nancy (Marchant) Zim- 
merman, who was born in Greer, South Carolina, July 
3, 1903. Their daughter, Nancy, was born in Spartan- 
burg, South Carolina. In 1948 she married Dr. Harlan 
McKinney Starr, Jr., and they have two daughters, 
Marchant and Virginia Starr. Their youngest child, born 
in April, 1961, is named after his father. 

Mr. Emerson’s biography appears in “The South- 
erner,” published by Southern Editors Association, New 
Orleans, in 1944; and in “Who’s Who in America for 
1959.” 


THE WIDENER FAMILY 


One of the wealthy families of Philadelphia, the Wi- 
deners have been called “The Royal Family of Racing.” 
But before they could indulge in the Sport of Kings a 
fortune had to be made, and it was made in America. 

Christopher, or Johann Christoph Widener, the im- 
migrant ancestor of the family, arrived in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on November 2, 1752, aboard the “Phoe- 
nix,” from Rotterdam by way of Portsmouth, England. 
Christopher Widener was twice married in the Colonies. 
Of his second marriage, to Margaretha Engelhardt, six 
children were born. Michael Widener, the second of 
these children, was the progenitor of the branch of the 
family which we are considering. He was born Febru- 
ary 20, 1765, and died in 1798. In 1789 he married Susan- 
nah Huhn, and they were the parents of John and 
Susan. John Widener was born in Philadelphia June 
14, 1790. He became a brick manufacturer in that city 
and laid the foundation for the industrial enterprise 
associated with the family name. On March 31, 1811, 
in Philadelphia, he married Sarah Fulmer, Of their 
three children, Margaret, George and Peter Arrell 
Brown, Peter was destined to further the family fame 
and fortune. 

Peter Arrell Brown Widener was born in Philadelphia 
November 13, 1834, and was educated in the public 
schools of Philadelphia, including Central High School. 
For a while he was engaged in the meat business. He 
became interested in street railways at an opportune 
time, when this form of urban transporation was under- 
going its greatest period of development. He also became 
active in other large corporations, among them the Cres- 
son and Clearfield Coal Company, and served as a di- 


rector of the following companies; Metropolitan Street 
Railway Company of New York; Philadelphia and 
Reading Railway Company; Philadelphia and Reading 
Coal and Iron Company; The Reading Company; the 
and Title and Trust Company; the Philadelphia Com- 
pany for Guaranteeing Mortages; the United States 
Steel Corporation; and International Mercantile Ma- 
rine. f 

Peter Widener, the first, became widely known as a 
philanthropist. He built and endowed the Widener Me- 
morial Schools for Crippled Children at Philadelphia 
and Longport, New Jersey, and gave the building to 
house the Free Public Library in Philadelphia. He was 
a lover of fine art and collected many valuable paint- 
ings. Active in Republican politics, in 1873 he was ap- 
pointed to serve out the term of Joseph F. Mercer as 
City Treasurer of Philadelphia, and was elected to that 
office the following year. 

On August 18, 1858, Peter A. B. Widener married 
Hannah Josephine Dunton, daughter of Captain John 
Lewis and Susan B. (Pierson or Pearson) Dunton, of 
the eighth generation of her family in America. She 
was born in Philadelphia about 1836 and died July 31, 
1896, aboard her yacht, the “Josephine,” at Bar Harbor, 
Maine. Her husband died November 6, 1915. 

The children of Peter and Hannah Dunton Widener 
were: 

1. Henry, who died young. 

2. George Dunton Widener, born June 16, 1861, who 
died April 15, 1912, aboard the ill-fated “Titanic.” He 
was the father of George D. Widener, Chairman of the 
American Jockey Club (highest honor in American 
horse racing), who was active with his uncle in the de- 
velopment of Hialeah Park. 

3. Joseph Early Widener, whose story follows. 

Joseph Early Widener was born in Philadelphia Au- 
gust 19, 1871, and completed his formal education at the 
University of Pennsylvenia. He carried on many of the 
busines interests of his father and became a director of 
the following companies: United States Realty and Im- 
provement Company; Church Properties Fire Insurance 
Company; Electric Storage Battery Company; Fidelity- 
Philadelphia Trust Company; Philadelphia National 
Bank; Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company; Land 
Title and Bank Trust Company; Land Title Building 
Corporation; Philadelphia and Reading Terminal Rail- 
road; Philadelphia, Newtown and New York Railroad; 
The Reading Company. 


He was a trustee of the Free Library of Philadelphia, 
the Fairmount Park Art Association, and the Widener 
Memorial School for Crippled Children; a director of 
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts; and a member 
and vestryman of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Elkins 
Park, Pennsylvania. 

Best known, at least in Florida, as the. founder of 
Hialeah Park Race Track, Joseph E. Widener had been 
raising thoroughbred horses and had been active in 
horse racing in the North for some time before he 
turned his attention to Hialeah. He maintained a stud 
farm near Lexington, Kentucky, and until 1934 had one 
at Chantilly, France. He was the principal owner of the 
Westchester Racing Association of New York, opera- 
tors of the Belmont Park Race Track on Long Island. 
which he practically made over. He was a governor ol 
the Saratoga Association, controlling group for racing 
at the Saratoga track; governor of the Turf and Field 
Club; and for a long time was steward of the American 
Jockey Club. For a number of years he was a director 
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of the Brooklyn Jockey Club and the Queens County 

Jockey Club, and was steward of the National Steeple- 

chase and Hunt Association. He was also principal 

Janke and chairman of the board of the Miami Jockey 
ub. 

Hialeah was his crowning achievement. Taking it over 
in 1931, he set himself the task of outdoing the finest 
courses in Europe and at least equalling the best in this 
country, and did not fall short of his goal. Called the 
most beautiful race track in the world, Hialeah Park’s 
setting of royal palms, tropical shrubs and pink fla- 
mingoes could hardly be equalled anywhere else. At 
the instigation of Mr. Widener, two innovations were 
made at Hialeah Park which have changed the course 
of American horse racing. They are the saliva test and 
the automatic totalizer. 

Like his father, Joseph E. Widener was a collector of 
fine art. He had over 300 valuable paintings, including 
Rembrandts, Titians, Raphaels, Gainsboroughs, Van 
Dycks, Holbeins and Millets. These he presented to the 
National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., where they 
could be enjoyed by all. Even his Kentucky barns were 
jewels of Norman French architecture, imported from 
France brick by brick, their roofs adorned with carved 
stone figures of barnyard animals and birds. 


On March 27, 1893, Joseph Early Widener married, as 
her second husband, Eleanor Holmes (Pancoast) He- 
berton, of the eighth generation of the Pancoast family 
in America, daughter of Albert and Rebecca Emily 
(Thomas) Pancoast and granddaughter of Dr. Joseph 
Pancoast, pioneer American surgeon who was Pro- 
fessor of Surgery at Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia. 
Eleanor Holmes Pancoast was born April 28, 1873, and 
as Mrs. Joseph E. Widener died May 4, 1929. Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph E. Widener were the parents of two chil- 
dren: 


1. Peter Arrell Brown Widener, II, of-whom further. 


2. Josephine Pancoast Widener, born August 22, 1902, 
at Newport, Rhode Island; who married, first, Carter 
R. Leidy, and, last, Anson A. Bigelow. By her first mar- 
riage she had a daughter, Joan Widener Leidy, now 
Mrs. James Chandler Roy, who is living with her family 
in Switzerland. Mrs. Josephine Widener Bigelow died 
March, 1961, at Palm Beach, Florida, where she had 
been a resident for fifteen years. In August, 1960, she 
gave to American Legion Post No. 12 the Anson A. 
Bigelow Memorial Scholarship of $50,000, to provide 
annual scholarships for graduate study to worthy men 
and women of Palm Beach County. 


Joseph E. Widener died October 26, 1943, at “Lynne- 
wood Hall” in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, leaving a 
record of achievement of particular interest to Flor- 
idians. His Hialeah Park race track brought thousands 
of people to Florida. To perpetuate his memory, Wid- 
ener Cup Day is an annual feature of the racing season 
at Hialeah. For many years the Wideners spent their 
winters at their beautiful estate, “Il Palmetto,” in 
Palm Beach. 


Peter Arrell Brown Widener, II, was born June 25, 
1895, at Long Branch, New Jersey, and died April 20, 
1948. He attended Chestnut Hill Academy, St. Mark’s 
School, and Harvard University, entering in 1915. How- 
ever, in the fall of his freshman year he left college 
to join Base Hospital No. 15, known as the Mackay Unit, 
which served overseas in World War I. He was later 
attached to the Advanced Division of Medicine and 
Surgery under General John M. Finney, late of Johns 
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Hokpins Hospital, Baltimore. Up to January 18, 1917, 
he served with the rank of first sergeant. Then com- 
missioned a first lieutenant in the Sanitary Corps, he 
served in this capacity until the Armistice, whereupon 
he returned to the United States as a Casual Officer. 
Upon resuming civic activities, Mr. Widener became 
active in club life. He-was a member of the Racquet 
Club, the Leash Club, and the American Jockey Club, 
all of New York; the Clambake Club of Newport, Rhode 
Island; and the Interallied Club of Paris, France. 


Peter A. B. Widener, II, married, as her second hus- 
band, on November 4, 1924, at “Lynnewood Hall,” Ger- 
trude Thomson (Douglas) Peabody, of the sixth gener- 
tion of the Douglas family in America, daughter of 
Curtis Noble and Nancy Sherman (Thomson) Douglas, 
and granddaughter of Honorable John Pettit Douglas, 
prominent wholesaler and politician in New York. Mr. 
and Mrs. Peter A. B. Widener, II, had two children: 

1, Peter A. B. Widener, III, whose sketch follows. 

2. Ella Ann Widener, born June 14, 1928, who mar- 
ried Cortright Wetherill on Feburary 12, 1949. 


Peter Arrell Brown Widener, III, was born August 
12, 1925, at New York City, N.Y. He attended grammar 
school in the Palm Beach area, Meadowbrook School 
outside Philadelphia, and St. Mark’s School, South- 
boro, Massachusetts. After military service overseas 
with the 286th Combat Engineers during World War 
II, he became manager of his family’s Kentucky 
farm. Elmendorf Farms at Lexington, Kentucky, where 
he has a homestead, is headquarters for the famous 
Widener stable of fleet thoroughbred racing stock. He 
is also well known in Montana where, at Helmville, 
he owns the Double W Ranch. 


Law enforcement has been Mr. Widener’s primary 
off-track interest. In Kentucky he became a deputy 
constable, then a detective, then chief of the Fayette 
County road patrol. He was a colorful figure in county 
law enforcement, sometimes taking another officer 
along when he went on a manhunt. In 1955 Governor 
A. B. Chandler named him Commissioner of the Ken- 
tucky State Police. In that post he guided the ex- 
pansion of the State Police into a full-fledged Depart- 
ment of Public Safety, and when that department su- 
perseded the State Police in the fall of 1956, Governor 
Chandler appointed Widener Kentucky’s first Commis- 
sioner of Public Safety. 


A Palm Beach winter resident for most of his life, 
Mr. Widener has made his permanent home there since 
October of 1957. Following the suspension of Sheriff 
Martin M. Kellenberger on August 19, 1961, Governor 
Farris Bryant appointed “Pete” Widener as Sheriff of 
Palm Beach County. In making the appointment Gov- 
ernor Bryant said: 

“I have every confidence that Pete Widener will 
impart to the sheriff's department of Palm Beach 
County his personal integrity, and that under his 
leadership it will be a credit to the county and to 
Florida.” 

A columnist in a local paper writes: 

“‘Good morning, Sheriff,’ is a greeting which sel- 
dom, if ever, has been extended in the socially sac- 
rosanct halls of the elegant Everglades Club, the 
Palm Beach Bath and Tennis Club, or amid swank 
yachting and turf club circles on the Gold Coast. 
Comes now genial Peter A. B. Widener, III, who, as 
new Palm Beach County Sheriff, brings to the office 
his impressive background of family prestige, in- 
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Lee EAST “COAST OF. FLORIDA 


fluential business associations, entree to diplomatic 

circles, and social dignity.” 

The writer goes on to say that Widener also brings 
operational know-how to “Popeye’s Navy,” the small 
fleet of waterway and harbor craft owned by the Sher- 
iff’s office. An avid yachtsman, he owns the attractive 
sea-going vessel, Jet Stream, a Rybovich boat finished 
in 1961. ' 

The father of three children, Peter A. B. Widener, 
III, was formerly married to Louise Van Meter, a di- 
rector and former general chairman of the Interna- 
tional Women’s Fishing Association. With his present 
wife, the former Patricia Cabell Massie, he now re- 
sides on South Ocean Boulevard, Palm Beach. 


ALFRED B. MICHAEL 


Dean of the Florida Citrus Industry, so designated by 
both the Florida Citrus Mutual and Florida Citrus Com- 
mission, Alfred B. Michael is one of Florida’s over-all 
pioneers. When he came to the East Coast as a boy of 
ten years in 1887, the total population of Florida was 
less than 10% of what it is today. Key West, with 10,000, 
was the largest city; Jacksonville second, with 7,600. 
Tampa was a mere village of 1,000 and Miami wasn’t 
even listed. 


The Michael family came to Virginia in the 1600’s, 
spreading from there to Maryland, and what is now 
West Virginia, and also over the Allegheny Turnpike 
to Ohio. A. B. Michael was born August 28, 1877, at 
Paw-Paw, West Virginia, where his father at that time 
was an engineer in a tannery. His father, S. K. Michael, 
was born June 8, 1845, his mother, Laura Elizabeth 
Miller, on March 31, 1847. S. K. Michael was first a 
farmer, later an engineer in a sawmill and in a tannery. 
During one of Florida’s earliest booms, in 1883, he came 
to Panama City, Florida, and bought some land but did 
not settle there. Soon afterwards he bought land 
around Gainesville. In 1886 he came down the St. 
Johns River, crossed over to Cocoa and was on his way 
to where Miami now is located, when he stopped in 
the area of the Indian River called the Narrows, where 
a man he met on the trip sold him some land. On 
Orchid Island (so called from the wild orchids that 
hung from the trees), across the river from what is 
now Wabasso, eight miles north of Vero Beach, he 
chose his homesite, and brought his family there in 1887. 


There were only several hundred persons living the 
length of the Indian River, from Titusville to Jupiter, 
when the Michael family settled on Orchid Island. The 
common house of the area was a palmetto shack, but 
the Michaels had a wooden house built of upright 
boards with battens over the cracks. It was lined with 
a heavy paper, which A. B.’s mother tacked on. His 
father strengthened it with weather boarding several 
years later, and it was sound enough to withstand 
several hurricanes. With a few additions, it stood until 
1925, when it was torn down to make way for a modern 
home. 


A. Bs father earned his first cash raising bananas, 
which were shipped by schooner to the Charleston 
market. Not much cash was needed once the land was 
cleared and crops growing. Game and fish were plenti- 
ful. As a boy A. B. had to catch so many fish that he 
lost all feeling for it as a sport. His father planted a 
few orange trees, which survived the freezes of that 
period, prcving that Orchid Island was a good place for 
a grove. 


[30] 


Every family had to have a boat for transportation. 
for there were no roads. The Michaels had a 17 or 
18-foot sailboat in which they visited their neighbors or 
brought supplies from Titusville, Melbourne or Sebas- 
tian, if they did not want to wait for the trading boat. 
Like everyone else on the river, A. B. learned to sail 
as a child, and was hired as a hand on a boat when he 
was thirteen. He sailed to Charleston, South Carolina, 
Key West, and the Bahamas. After a few trips he went 
to work for his uncle, Walter Kitching, on his trade 
boat in the Indian River. 

Michael had the usual amount of schooling obtain- 
able in those days—about three months in the winter— 
and quit work severai winters to go to school. The 
teachers were women who could read and write but 
had no training as teachers—usually old-maid aunts or 
women whose children were grown. They taught the 
three R’s in a little one-room wooden building, and be- 
lieved in spanking. Part of their pay was their board, 
and they generally stayed with the Michaels. 

When his uncle gave up sailing to settle in Stuart, 
A. B. Michael, then eighteen, became captain of a 60- 
foot schooner, the Merchant, with a crew of four, and 
ran the boat’s trading business. The captain of a 
schooner had to know how to make his own repairs. 
The nearest dry dock was in Titusville, and often a 
repair had to be made without pulling the boat out of 
the water. There were three or four of these tradinz 
boats, selling supplies to everyone on the river. They 
carried everything, from nails to food that could not 
be grown at home, including dress goods and some 
shoes. There was a makeshift dressing room on Mi- 
chael’s boat where women could try on corsets. The 
crew made a pet of a black snake, which kept the rats 
and mice under control—until a woman customer en- 
countered it behind a bolt of cloth. By the time she came 
out of her faint “Satan” had been spirited off the boat. 

When the boat approached a dock, a crew member 
would blow a biast on a conch shell, and the people 
who wanted to buy or visit came out on their dock. 
There was some barter, but most of the business was 
transacted in silver and gold. When Michael had more 
cash on hand than he liked to carry, he would board 
it up in a cartridge box and ship it by river steamer 
to the bank at Cocoa. These steamers, which came to 
the Indian River from the Mississippi, starting about 
1889, carried passengers and freight on long hauls anc 
did not compete with the trading schooners. 

Michael ran his trading boat until 1900, when he went 
to Macon, Georgia, to attend the Georgia-Alabama 
Business College. When he came back, he opened a gen- 
eral store at Eden, a branch belonging to Colonel S.F. 
Travis of Cocoa, and ran this about two years. Eden 
was in the heart of the pineapple district, which was 
flourishing at that time, and Michael considered going 
into the pineapple-raising business, but wisely decided 
in favor of citrus. 

Because of lack of educational facilities, his family 
moved from Orchid Island to Oakland in Orange Coun- 
ty, then to Daytona Beach. In 1902 A. B. bought the 
MacAllister place, located just south of his father’s 
property. The first artesian well south of Merritt Is- 
Jand was on this land, having been drilled in 1889 or 
1880. The Michael boys would row down the river to 
fill barrels with water for drinking purposes, as the 
surface water available was slightly brackish. A. B. 
also bought his father’s homeplace about the same 
time and started to plant his first citrus trees, grubbing 
the land himself along with his two Negro helpers, who 
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had worked with him on the trading boat. Today he 
has the satisfaction of knowing that the beginnings of 
his citrus empire were carved out by his own hands. 

In his early days on the trading schooner he had 
visited the Old Drummett grove near Titusville, gen- 
erally considered the oldest sweet orange grove and 
the first commercial one in the area. The Drummetts 
had come from the Barbados Island in 1816 and pur- 
chased 3,000 acres on Merritt Island in 1825. The first 
postmaster of Orchid; Captain Frank Forster, who 
planted the first commercial grove in Indian River 
County, got his plantings from the Drummetts, and 
Michael’s grove came from second-generation trees 
from the Drummett plantation. 

He started his own seedling nursery, budding to the 
varieties of citrus he wanted. By 1903 he had his first 
ten acres of grove planted. From ten to fifteen acres 
were cleared each year and planted, and more land 
bought, at from $30 to $200 an acre. Today he has over 
600 acres of bearing Indian River grapefruit on Orchid 
Island. Having found that a superior grapefruit grew 
on the island soil, whereas his oranges were only aver- 
age, he put most of his Orchid Island acreage into 
7 ea and acquired orange groves on Merritt Is- 
and. 


For a cash crop while the citrus trees were growing, 
Michael planted beans and tomatoes. There was no 
migratory labor for harvesting, so the planting was 
staggered. Beans were planted two bushels every two 
weeks from September to February, and harvested into 
April. In those days two cars of string beans could af- 
fect the market more than a trainload today, for fresh 
winter vegetables were a rarity in the North. 


In handling his workers Michael showed the wisdom 
of a Solomon, and so avoided labor trouble. When a 
new man was needed he was hired for a two-week 
period, at the end of which the crew voted whether he 
should be put to work permanently. He was judged 
according to his capacity, less being expected of an 
older man than of a young buck. The system worked 
so well that a feeling of good-fellowship sprang up 
among the men, and they stayed on indefinitely. In 
the early days Michael worked with his crews. Starting 
at dawn, they worked in the fields, all day, packed the 
fruit or vegetables, and at night moved them across the 
river to be shipped from Wabasso. There was no over- 
time, but no layoffs either. In slack seasons he set a 
week’s work Monday morning, and if it was finished 
Friday night Saturday was a holiday and everybody 
could go fishing. Fishing was good in those days. The 
river ran thick with mullet, and pompano and bass 
followed them. Occasionally, after a trying day Michael 
would pass out a ration of whiskey. The singing and 
friendship of a day’s work rewarded is something h 
likes to remember. 


When his trees began to bear, the fruit was packed 
at his own packing house on Orchid Island in boxes 
bound with birch hoops brought from Maine. Only per- 
fect fruit could be shipped, because bruised fruit would 
not stand the long trip to market. It was laid, not 
dropped, into the boxes, and went unwashed because it 
kept better that way. 

As his operation grew, Michael decided to abandon 
his own packing house and concentrate on production. 
In 1917 he consolidated with Deerfield Groves Company 
of Cocoa and moved his fruit up river by boat to a pack- 
ing house at Cocoa, from which it was trucked to the 
railroad. In 1919 the company put up a packing house 


at Wabasso and moved fruit to it by barge until 1928, 
when a bridge to the island was built. 

In the early years the citrus business lacked the or- 
ganization it has today. There was virtually no stand- 
ardization of grades. Mr. Michael believes that E. P. 
Porcher, who was president of Deerfield Groves Com- 
pany when he consolidated his operation with theirs, 
contributed more than anyone else in the state to im- 
proving and standardizing the grades of citrus. Porcher 
also was particularly concerned with extra care in 
handling and attractive packaging. He worked out a 
washing machine with sponges to prevent the fruit 
from being damaged in the process. Deerfield Groves, 
which has never failed to pay a dividend since its or- 
ganization in 1913, was always jealous of its reputation. 
Mr. Michael was determined to keep it that way, and 
throughout his entire career has insisted on first-qual- 
ity fruit. This policy has paid off, and the reputation of 
Indian River fruit which he did so much to create has 
set an example which more growers are following today. 


Deerfield was one of the first citrus concerns to con- 
duct a big advertising campaign. When the play, 
“Lightnin’,” was on Broadway, the company persuaded 
the producer to use an orange crate marked with the 
Deerfield label in each performance. This was followed 
up with ads in the New York subways identifying the 
fruit name with the popular star of the play, Frank 
Bacon. Their next problem was how to label the fruit 
itself. Michael and Porcher went to work on it and 
produced a machine with rubber stamps and indelible 
ink that was fairly successful. Then Frank Ahlburg, 
who was working on a similar problem with apples in 
Washington state, was brought to Florida and eventual- 
ly worked out the automatic electric branding machine 
still in use. Michael, who was an original stockholder 
and director of American Fruit Growers, Inc., organ- 
ized in 1919, gave that company the exclusive use of 
the branding process for several years. They finally 
made it available to competitors, and it is used by prac- 
tically all Florida and California packers today. 


Michael was vice-president and general manager of 
Deerfield Groves Company, attending to production, 
while Porcher handled packing and marketing. In 1919 
Porcher retired and Michael took over full charge of the 
company. He became Regional Vice-President in 
charge of Florida operations for American Fruit Grow- 
ers, Inc., one of the largest marketing agencies for 
fruit and vegetables in the country, and was largely 
responsible for making the “Blue Goose” label famous. 
He was responsible for all the fruit that passed through 
26 packing houses, from Fort Myers to Ocala. He be- 
came convinced that careless handling caused huge 
losses, and fought it, insisting on the best possible care 
in picking and handling. 

In 1928 a heart attack forced Mr. Michael to give up 
all work except holding American Fruit Grower’s and 
Deerfield’s interests on the Indian River. He withdrew 
from A.F.G. in 1946. In 1948 he lost 6,000 trees in his 
oldest grove by flooding with salt water, which stood 
over two feet on his front lawn, killing flowers and 
shrubbery. But the main groves came through in fairly 
good shape. 

Mr. Michael has always been opposed to the market- 
ing of fruit by a single organization, but has supported 
a regulating agency which would work against extreme 
fluctuations in the market. In the early 1930’s he sup- 
ported William I. Fee of Fort Pierce, who organized the 
Indian River Citrus League which now has about 1,400 


[32] 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


members, and in which he is a director and member 
of the executive committee. He has spearheaded many 
a fight to protect the coveted name of Indian River for 
the state’s premium fruit. His groves, spread over the 
Indian River area, are rated by citrus men to be the 
finest anywhere. He was one of the pioneers of the 
movement which resulted in the establishment of Flor- 
da Citrus Mutual, now the largest citrus organization 
of its kind in the world, and has served as a director 
since its inception. He is also a member of its executive 
committee and vice-president emeritus. A former mem- 
ber of Florida Citrus Commission, he is now chairman 
of Governor Collins’ Advisory Committee, recommend- 
ing appointments to the Commission. 

In public service programs outside of the citrus field 
Mr. Michael has also been active. He served on the 
Everglades National Park Commission for four years, 
1946 to 1950; was an original member of a state com- 
mittee on water resources which grew into the Flood 
Control Commission; a member of Florida State Im- 
provement Commission from September, 1953, to June, 
1957; and County Commissioner of St. Lucie County 
for about six years. He is a director of the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce, a member of National Rivers 
and Harbors Congress, National Parks Association, and 
the Florida Historical Society. He also holds member- 
ship in the Navy League of the United States and in 
the Yacht Racing Union, and is a Commodore of Florida 
Sailing Association. He is a member of the Elks Lodge. 

In 1908 A. B. Michael brought his bride, Miss Beulah 
Eby of Dayton, Ohio, to Orchid Island, and his four 
children grew up there. They are Elizabeth, Jeannette, 
Alfred B., Jr., and Joseph. The first two started school 
in a one-room schoolhouse on the island but went 
to Vero Beach for high school. Later Elizabeth was 
sent to the Cathedral School in Orlando, then to Miss 
Madiera’s School in Washington, D. C., and finally to 
finishing school in Tarrytown, New York. She married 
Ulrich Kowalski, Wall Street broker, who changed his 
surname to Michael. They lived at Mount Kisco, New 
York, until the second world war, when he went into 
the United States Air Force, being mustered out as 
Major at the end of the war. They ran the Calico Cen- 
ter, which is now Michael’s Fabrics, a fine fabric shop 
in Delray Beach. Elizabeth died in 1958. Jeanette also 
attended Miss Madeira’s School in Washington, then 
Burnham School in Northampton, Massachusetts, and 
Smith College. She married George Lier, who owned 
a Texaco service station. They also own groves and 
live on Orchid Island. 

The boys attended public school in Vero Beach until 
they were sent to Darlington in Rome, Georgia; then 
went to the University of Florida. Like their father, 
they grew up on the water, sailing small boats. They 
raced boats in the 12 to 18-foot class all along the 
east coast, and won enough trophies to start a pawn 
shop. The Antonis Trophy, for World Champion in the 
moth class, given at Atlantic City, New Jersey, was 
won by A. B., Jr. in 1934, when he was about sixteen. 
He also sailed boats in Norway, where he spent some 
time. 

On graduating from the University of Florida in 1940, 
A. B., Jr. took his own training in flying and taught 
flying until he entered the Navy after Pearl Harbor. 
His first active duty was on the North Atlantic Patrol 
stationed at Newfoundland. He then ferried planes to 
the Pacific and spent the last eighteen months as a test 
pilot. On leaving the service as a Senior Lieutenant, 
he went with the Coca-Cola Company and later owned 
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a Coca-Cola plant in Stamford, Connecticut. He now 
lives in Delray Beach where he owns a boat yard, oper- 
ating under the name of “Marineway.” 

Joe, who won his share of sailing trophies, joined 
the Army and was in the Infantry at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, then in the Air Corps. After flying his crew 
to Europe he did a full tour of missions over Germany. 
His flying career as a Captain ended with the Air 
Transport Command, and C-54’s claimed his attention 
until the war was over. He now has charge of harvest- 
ing Deerfield Groves Company production and looking 
after his personal grove interests on Orchid Island, 
where he has his home. 

A. B. Michael, Sr., now has eight grandchildren. A 
few years ago he lost his wife, a granddaughter and a 
great-granddaughter in an automobile accident. Today 
he lives alone with his devoted Negro servants, Oscar 
and Mabel, who have been with the family for thirty 
years, in a lovely Spanish-type home on the original 
Orchid Isle homesite. He is well known for his many 
philanthropies throughout the area. Work is his hobby. 
He would rather be in that little white office in Wabasso 
than anywhere else in the world. And there you will 
find him daily, seeking new ways to improve and pro- 
mote the industry that has been his life’s work. 


DR. ELLWOOD CECIL NANCE 


Born in Ashland, Kentucky, December 14, 1900, Dr. 
Ellwood C. Nance, chief author and editor of this pub- 
lication, is living a rich, full and fruitful life. His pro- 
fessional record includes successful careers in the mil- 
itary, ministry, higher education, authorship, on the 
lecture platform and in civic leadership. His renown 
has long since reached beyond the confines of Florida 
(to which he has devoted twenty-five years of his pro- 
fessional life) and of our nation. Articles by or about 
him have been published throughout Latin America 
and Europe and in some of the Communist-dominated 
countries, in which he is not in favor. In Russia, he 
was condemned over Radio Moscow and in the news- 
paper Isvestia. Former Russian Foreign Minister Vish- 
inski condemned him before the United Nations for his 
advocacy of more effective opposition to Communist 
designs against the United States. 

His Scottish mother, Daisy Thompson Nance, en- 
dowed him with spiritual insight and industry. From 
his French father, Henry Nance (both parents were 
born in this country), he inherited a liberal and tolerant 
outlook on life, intellectual curiosity, independence of 
thought and a creative interest in the good and beauti- 
ful in people and nature. From both parents he in- 
herited a great love for our Country. 

Seventeen days after the beginning of World War I, 
at the age of sixteen, Ellwood Nance “played hookey” 
from school and enlisted in the United States Army. 
Eleven months after the end of the war, at the age of 
nineteen, he returned from Europe, having served : 
a machine-gun battalion and the infantry of the Third 
Division through six major battles and a ten months’ 
tour of duty in the Army of Occupation in Germany. 
The war had aged his body and matured his mind and 
he had some rather compelling convictions about what 
he would make of his life in the future. 

It was probably revulsion to the causes and fruits 
of war that led him to decide on the Christian ministry. 
To prepare himself for this new way of life he studied 
in seven colleges, universities and seminaries (includ- 
ing Northwestern University, Harvard University, the 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


University of Washington, Kentucky Christian College, 
ard Cincinnati Bible Seminary) for a period of eight 
years, and was ordained to the ministry of the Chris- 
tian Church. (In later years he received an honorary 
Doctor of Laws and a Doctor of Education degree.) 

Between his ordination and the year, 1939, he was 
pastor of churches in Kentucky, Ohio, Florida, and the 
State of Washington. After seventeen years in the 
church he left the pastorate to become Dean of the 
Chapel and Professor of Religion at Rollins College, 
Winter Park, Florida. 

Shortly after our country declared war on Germany 
and her allies in World War II, Dr. Nance resigned 
the deanship at Rollins and accepted a commission as 
Chaplain in the United States Army. For a short time 
he was Regimental Chaplain of the 84th Division Ar- 
tillery and Post Chaplain at Fort Adams, but his chief 
contribution in World War II was as a senior member 
of the faculty of the Chaplain’s School at Harvard 
University, where he helped train more than 8,000 
chaplains of all faiths for the United States Army. 

At the end of World War II Dr. Nance was called 
to the Presidency of the University of Tampa and 
served in that capacity for twelve years, until June 15, 
1957. During this period his contributions in the field 
of higher education, his writings and his lectures from 
coast to coast in the United States made both Dr. 
Nance and the University of Tampa internationally 
known. More than 2,000 publications in this country 
and South America carried articles by or about Dr. 
Nance and the University of Tampa during his presi- 
dency. 

This university today, fully accredited, endowed and 
physically expanded, is a monument to Dr. Nance’s 
leadership of this institution. He built up the student 
enrollment from 200 to 1,500, left the school with five 
new buildings and a highly trained and enlarged facul- 
ty, and a reputation for excellence in academics. 

When Dr. Nance resigned from the University of 
Tampa in 1957, his alumni, trustees, the educational 
and secular press were profuse in their recognition of 
his contributions to the City of Tampa and to higher 
education. 

As we would expect of such a public leader as Dr. 
Nance, he has received wide acclaim for his services 
to humanity through his leadership in religion, civics 
and education and his writings. He received the annual 
award for outstanding leadership three times during 
his seventeen years in the church; the University of 
Florida Centennial Certificate of Merit “For outstand- 
ing leadership and distinguished service to the people 
of Florida”; three honorary doctorates from univer- 
sities here and abroad for his leadership in education 
and the humanities. Among his other awards, he re- 
ceived the “Diploma for Excellence in Citizenship” 
when he was voted the Outstanding Citizen of Tampa 
in 1949. 

He received seven service medals, including the Pur- 
ple Heart and the Certificate of Award from the Gen- 
eral Commission of Army and Navy Chaplains “For 
meritorious service to God and Country” in World War 
II; and other medals, including the Grand Cross of the 
Eloy Alfaro International Foundation, and “La Condec- 
oration de la Orden National de Merito Carlos Manuel! 
de Cespedes” from pre-Castro Cuba for his “Merits as 
a writer, poet, educator, his Hispanic-American ac- 
tivities and his wise efforts in pointing out to youth the 
fallacies of the destructive doctrines of Communism.” 
His latest award came in 1958 from Freedom’s Foun- 


dation “For an outstanding contribution toward a bet- 
ter understanding of the American Way of Life.” 

Dr. Nance holds membership in some forty organi- 
zations, among which are the National and State Edu- 
cational Associations, the American Association of 
School Administrators, the Society for the Advance- 
ment of Education, Florida Academy of Sciences, the 
Southern Association of Science and Industry, the 
American Society for Engineering Education, Indus- 
trial Relations Research Association, Florida State Con- 
ference on Social Work, Florida Historical Society, 
Florida Audubon Society. He is founder and president 
of the Florida League for Intercultural Education, 
founder of the West Coast Poetry League, a member 
of the National Poetry Society, a director of the Inter- 
national Lyceum Platform Association, director of the 
Little Theatre, member of the board of Tampa Sym- 
phony Orchestra, member of the University Club and 
the Executive Club of Tampa. 

He is a member of the Florida State Chamber of 
Commerce, the Florida Voters League, the United 
Nations Committee, the Atomic Energy Information 
Committee, the Advisory Committee of the Third 
United States Army, the American Peace Society; pres- 
ident of the American Flag Association, a member of 
the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
Forty-and-Eight, the Military Order of World Wars, 
the Disabled American Veterans, and is National Chap- 
lain of the Military Order of the Purple Heart. He 
served one term as Civilian Aide to the Secretary of 
the Army. 

He is an active member of the First Christian Church 
of Tampa, member of the Florida Christian Endeavor 
Union, the Disciples of Christ Historical Society, the 
Christian Athletes Association, Morale Builders of 
America, the board of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. In fraternal orders he is an Elk, 
a Moose, an Eagle, a life member of Lions Interna- 
tional, a Knight of Pythias, and a member of Delta 
Chi, Pi Gamma Mu, and Kappa Pi college fraternities. 

Dr. Nance has found time in his more than a quar- 
ter of a century in public life to write five books and 
hundreds of articles for newspapers and magazines. He 
has served as a columnist of the Chicago Market News, 
The Tampa Daily Times, The Orlando Sentinel-Star 
and the Fostoria Daily Review. In 1935 his book “Dust 
to Divinity,” was published; in 1938, “Florida Chris- 
tians” came off the press. He wrote “Faith of Our 
Fighters” while training chaplains at Harvard, and 
edited an anthology of war verses, “Singing Warriors.” 
“Saga of a Seattle Scott—The Story of Daniel Victor 
McEachern,” published in 1958, circulated in the United 
States, Canada, Scotland, England, New Zealand and 
Australia. 

On September 18, 1924, Ellwood C. Nance married 
Helen Hockaday Collins, daughter of William and Ju- 
liet (Hockaday) Collins of Greenup, Kentucky. Dr. and 
Mrs. Nance are the parents of two children: June Cay- 
wood Nance, born March 28, 1928, and John Scott 
Nance, born July 20, 1930. 

June Nance graduated from the University of Tampa 
in 1950 with a B.A. degree and married Avron Bryan 
of Miami. She and her husband taught in the public 
school system of Tampa for several years. When her 
husband entered the field of electronics, they lived 
for a while in Utica, New York, and now live at Cocoa, 
Florida, where Mr. Bryan is an electronics engineer 
and inventor with General Electric at the Cape Ca- 
naveral Missile Base. June and her husband have three 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


children: Nancé, age seven; David, five, and Peggy, 
four. 

John Scott Nance enlisted in the United States Air 
Corps in January, 1951, and on his return completed 
his course at the University of Tampa in June, 1955, 
graduating with a B.S. degree in Business Adminis- 
tration. He is Florida manager of the St. Louis Ware- 
house Bonding Company. He married Carol Farie Lee, 
and they have three children: Carolyn Creig Lee, age 
nine; Helen Juliet, six, and Gilbert Scott Nance, two 
and a half. 


LEWIS ANDREW COLEMAN 


Founder of the Commercial Bank at Daytona Beach, 
the late Lewis Andrew Coleman was the head executive 
in a number of financial organizations and also served 
Volusia County in the State Senate for four years. 

Born at Feasterville, South Carolina, August 20, 1882, 
he was a son of George Washington and Annie (Loner- 
gan) Coleman. His father, a Civil War veteran, was a 
farmer in Fairfield County, South Carolina. Lewis 
Coleman was educated in the rural schools of South 
Carolina and first worked for the street department in 
Columbia, South Carolina. In 1903 he became the 
youngest engineer the Southern Railway ever employed. 
From 1905 to 1918 he was a rural mail carrier and at 
the same time farmed at Bookman, South Carolina; 
then became the owner of a cotton plantation at Hop- 
kins, South Carolina. 

In 1925 he came to Florida, settling first at Titusville, 
where he engaged in the real estate business, Two years 
later he moved to Daytona Beach and established him- 
self as distributor for Pan American Oil Company. He 
served on the local police force for three years during 
the early depression years. 

In 1932 he became a major stockholder in Florida 
Loan Service, Inc., and served as its president from 
the mid-thirties until his death. In 1936 he founded 
the Industrial Savings Bank which, in 1946, was con- 
verted to the Commercial Bank at Daytona Beach, and 
he served both banks as president, chairman of the 
board and director. He was also president of Installment 
Finance Company, Consumer Discount Corporation, 
Commercial Finance Company, and General Agents, 
Inc., and at the time of his death was chairman of the 
board of Commercial Finance Company and Nameloc, 
Inc. 


Until recent years Mr. Coleman maintained an active 
interest in politics, having served the City of Daytona 
Beach as treasurer at one time and Volusia County as 
State Senator from 1942 to 1946. In 1949 he purchased 
a farm for a cattle ranch near Eureka in Marion County. 
He was a Mason, an Elk, a Rotarian, and attended the 
Episcopal Church. 

Lewis A. Coleman was first married in Columbia, 
South Carolina, in 1899, to Mary Ella Crim, daughter of 
Jacob Michael and Mary (Sawyer) Crim, and they 
were the parents of twelve children, all born in South 
Carolina, the first four at Columbia, the next five at 
Bookman, and the last three at Hopkins. They are: 

1. Robert Lewis, born August 25, 1901. 

2. Henry Crim, born June 5, 1904. 

3. Mary Sawyer, born November 10, 1905 (Mrs. B, L. 
Dansby). 

4. Annie Lonergan, born June 21, 1906 (Mrs. LJ 
Appleby). 


5. Julia Elizabeth, born November 21, 1908 (Mrs. F. 
A. Seay). 


6. Florence Feaster, born August 1, 1910 (Mrs. J. O. 
Eubank). 

7. Ella Serena, born July 19, 1912 (Mrs. G. N. Pellett). 

8. George Jacob, born June 4, 1914. 

9. Polly Ruth, born July 28, 1916 (Mrs. D. Jorgensen). 

10. Fanny Reuben, born May 17, 1918 (Mrs. P. A. 
Zahn). 

11. Edith Isobel, born November 22, 1920 (Mrs. L. G. 
Dickson). 

12. Lewis Andrew, Jr., born February 3, 1925. 

Mary Ella Coleman died December 14, 1931. In De- 
cember, 1932, Mr. Coleman married Louise Edens of 
Daytona Beach, formerly of South Carolina. She died 
in 1952. 

Mr. Coleman died at his home on North Ridgewood 
Avenue, Daytona Beach, September 1, 1959, after a long 
illness. His twelve children survive him. Two of the 
sons, Robert and Henry, are in Daytona Beach; George 
is in Miami and Lewis, Jr., is in Charlotte, North Caro- 
lian. Two of the daughters live in Daytona Beach, two 
in Orlando, one in New Smyrna Beach, one in Talla- 
hassee, one in Detroit, Michigan, and one in Fort Leav- 
enworth, Kansas. All are married and there are 32 
grandchildren and, to date, seven great-grandchilden. 


HENRY C. COLEMAN 


Chairman of the Board of the Commercial Bank at 
Daytona Beach, Henry C. Coleman is Florida’s traveling 
banker. In the last five years he has traveled about 
130,000 miles to fill speaking engagements or attend 
conventions and meetings where he can talk about his 
two favorite topics: modern banking and his beloved 
city, Daytona Beach. In these years Mr. Coleman has 
delivered 90 speeches and attended 99 out-of-town com- 
mittee meetings and 39 conventions. In addition, he has 
performed as master-of-ceremonies at 17 banquets. His 
travels, mostly by air, have taken him to 35 cities and 
14 states, many of them more than once. 

Son of Lewis A. and Mary Ella (Crim) Coleman (see 
father’s sketch), he was born in Columbia, South Caro- 
lina, June 5, 1904. He attended public schools in Hop- 
kins, South Carolina, and Clemson College, from which 
he was graduated with a B.S. degre and a commission 
as Second Lieutenant in the United States Army Re- 
serve. He did graduate work at Cornell University and 
took additional work in the American Institute of 
Banking. 

Coming to Miami, Florida, in 1926, he worked for 
the Gulf Refining Company as manager of a service 
station to learn the oil business. A year later he joined 
his father in Daytona Beach, where the father was 
agent for Pan American Oil Company, and was in this 
business with his father until 1929. For the next four 
years he was a teacher at Dillon County High School, 
South Carolina, and from 1933 to 1937 was Assistant 
Statistician in the Farm Credit Administration at Co- 
lumbia, South Carolina. 

In 1937 he returned to Daytona Beach as Assistant 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Industrial Savings Bank, 
which his father had founded in 1936, and was pro- 
moted to Secretary-Treasurer in 1940. This bank be- 
came the Commercial Bank at Daytona Beach in 1946, 
and when Henry Coleman returned from military serv- 
ice that year he became its Cashier. He was promoted 
to Executive Vice President in 1947 and in 1952 was 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


made President. On March 1, 1960, he was elected 
Chairman of the Board. 

Mr. Coleman’s other business affiliations are: Execu- 
tive Vice-President and director of Nameloc, Inc., Vice- 
President and director of Florida Loan Service, Inc., 
and of Commercial Finance Company, director of Gen- 
eral Agents, Inc., and President and director of Comco, 
Inc. 

In the American Bankers Association Mr. Coleman 
is a member of the Executive Committee of the State 
Bank Division, a past Regional Vice-President and past 
member of the Executive Development Committee. In 
the Florida Bankers Association he is a past president 
and a member of the Legislative Committee. He is also 
a past trustee of the School of Banking of the South. 

Equally prominent in civic affairs, Mr. Coleman is 
a member of the Finance Committee of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce, President and Director of 
the Florida State Chamber of Commerce, and past 
President of the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce. 
He is Chairman of the Debt Service Commission of the 
City of Daytona Beach, a member of the Field Advisory 
Board of Small Busines Administration, past president 
of Industrial Payrolls, Inc., Community Promotions, 
Inc., and the Halifax Area Executive Club, and past 
vice-president of the Daytona Beach Convention 
Bureau. 

He was 1956 Chairman for the United Fund Drive 
and is a director of the Heart Fund, treasurer and di- 
rector of the Civic Music Association and the Baseball 
Association, and a former captain of the Quarterback 
Club, all of Daytona Beach. He is an Elder in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Daytona Beach, a founder 
and member of the board of trustees of Florida Presby- 
terian College, and past president of the Presbyterian 
Men’s Club; a member of Stetson University Council, 
an Advisory Board member of Dr. E. C. Nahce’s History 
of the East Coast of Florida, and of the Advisory Council 
of Naval Affairs for the Sixth Naval District. 

He is a past director of the Daytona Beach Rotary 
Club, a member of Elks Lodge #1141, treasurer of Day- 
tona Beach Islanders, a member of the Hermit Club, of 
Ellinor Village Country Club, and the River Club of 
Jacksonville. He is a past vice-commander of the Mili- 
tary Order of World Wars and member of American 
Legion Post #50 of Daytona Beach. During World War 
II he served in the Infantry of the United States Army 
from April, 1942, to April, 1946, serving 41 months as 
Director of Training at Camp Butner, North Carolina, 
a short period at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, and at 
Camp Gordon, Augusta, Georgia, and had the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel on separation. 

He was married at Columbia, South Carolina, August 
20, 1928, to Sara Goodman McHugh, daughter of Lee I. 
and Anetta (Goodman) McHugh, a native of Clemson 
College, South Carolina, and graduate of Winthrop 
College, Rock Hill, South Carolina, They have two chil- 
dren: 

1. Mary Anne Coleman, born May 1, 1937, at Colum- 
bia, South Carolina, a graduate of Florida State Uni- 
versity. 

2. Henry C. Coleman, born September 12, 1939, at Day- 
tona Beach, a senior at the University of Florida. He is 
married to Dean O’Sullivan of Daytona Beach. 

As might be surmised from his activities, public 
speaking is Mr. Coleman’s hobby. He is noted for his 
effective, easy delivery. He encourages his employees 
and officers to attend all meetings and conventions that 


can be helpful and constantly urges that they enroll 
for courses at various banking schools where they will 
meet bankers from other areas. This makes them feel 
that they are part of the banking industry, he says. 

In a little more than five years deposits at the Com- 
mercial Bank at Daytona Beach more than doubled, 
an increase due in no small measure to Mr. Coleman’s 
progressive policies. In that period the institution moved 
to its new, ultra-modern building on South Ridgewood 
Avenue and added drive-in windows and a spacious 
parking area. Gone are the days of cold marble lobbies 
and austere glares, formerly associated with banks. 
Today virtually all bankers have adopted the New Look 
in banking. 


CARL SOUTHWICK SWISHER 


Head of one of the largest, oldest and most widely 
known cigar-manufacturing firms in the United States, 
Carl S. Swisher also has achieved great prominence 
within the last decade as the principal benefactor of 
Jacksonville University, which he has served as Chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees since 1945. 

Born in Newark, Ohio, August 2, 1891, he is a son 
of John Herbert and Jessie (Shrock) Swisher, both of 
Newark, Ohio, where his father was born in July, 1866. 
He received his education in schools of that locality and 
served in all deparments of his father’s business, work- 
ing after hours and on Saturdays while attending grade 
school. Later he attended Denison University at 
Granville, Ohio. 

A word about the history of the Swisher firm is in 
order here. Back in 1861 David Swisher, Carl’s grand- 
father, acquired a small cigar business from a debtor. 
This he operated with the help of his four sons until 
1888, when his two sons, John and Harry, bought out 
the family interest and founded the firm of Swisher 
Brothers. The business operated under this title until 
February of 1913, when John Swisher bought out his 
brother and took in his son Carl as a partner, renaming 
the business Jno. H. Swisher & Son. 

Carl was put in charge of sales, financing, and all oper- 
ations except production and the purchase of tobacco. 
The firm was incorporated in 1926 with John H. Swisher 
as President and Carl S. Swisher as First Vice-Presi- 
dent. In 1939 John Swisher became Chairman of the 
Board and Carl became President. Since his father’s 
death in February, 1944, Carl Swisher has been Presi- 
dent and General Manager. 

The Swisher firm, which had expanded its activities 
and built plants in Ohio and adjoining states, pur- 
chased the first cut-filler cigar-rolling machine put on 
the market, in 1923, and selected Jacksonville as a suit- 
able site for the production of their “King Edward” 
cigar. Within the next fifteen years the sales volume of 
this cigar reached over half a billion a year and the firm 
was employing over 2,000 people. It became the largest 
manufacturing establishment in the state of Florida 
under one roof. 

Carl S. Swisher became a member of the Board of 
Trustees of what was then Jacksonville Junior College 
in June, 1943, and was one of three benefactors whose 
contributions made possible the purchase of property 
on Riverside Avenue for the first expansion of the col- 
lege. Until that time it had been operated as a night 
school in downtown office buildings. With the rapid 
increase in enrollment and subsequent condemnation of 
the Riverside Avenue property for the new Expressway, 
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it became necessary to find a new site for the college. 
In 1949 an area of 135 acres in Arlington on the St. 
Johns River was purchased, since then increased to 
approximately 200 acres. It was decided at that time 
that the school’s maximum capacity should be 2,000 day 
and 2,000 night students. 

Nine beautiful modern buildings and an athletic field 
have been built since then, and four more buildings are 
in the plans for the immediate future. Four of the pres- 
ent buildings were made possible by Carl S. Swisher. 
They are the Swisher Gymnasium (1953), the Swisher 
Library (1954) (this was more than doubled in size in 
1960 and its capacity quadrupled to 120,000 volumes), 
the Swisher Auditorium (1956), and the Swisher Science 
Building (1958). Mr. and Mrs. Swisher and the Swisher 
firm are also listed among the principal donors for the 
Founders’ Liberal Arts Building, the first to be erected 
(1950), and for the President’s Home. 

Plans are drawn for (1) Music and Fine Arts Building, 
adjacent to the Swisher Auditorium; (2) Natatorium, 
with swimming pool and Physical Education classrooms, 
adjacent to the Swisher Gymnasium; (3) Dormitory; 
(4) Amphitheatre, with a seating capacity of 4,000, to 
be built in the ravine behind the Auditorium. 

The name of Jacksonville Junior College was changed 
to Jacksonville University in 1957. It is a non-profit, 
independent, private liberal arts university. It must 
depend upon gifts from individuals, firms, foundations 
and bequests to increase its endowment, buildings and 
plant. For its operating expenses it must depend upon 
tuition fees from students, investment income from en- 
dowment, and annual gifts from friends of the uni- 
versity. When its plan is fully realized, Jacksonville 
University will be one of the great independent univer- 
sities of the Southeast. Its aim is refinement and en- 
hancement of present stature, not great size. 

Carl Swisher received an honorary degree of Doctor 
of Humane Letters from Jacksonville Univérsity in 1958. 
He also is an advisor of the University Museum at the 
University of Florida, Trustee of The Bolles School in 
Jacksonville, and a member of the Lay Advisory Com- 
mittee of St. Bernard College at Cullman, Alabama. 

In the business world he is a Florida director of the 
National Association of Manufacturers, a member of 
the Fifty-Year Club of the National Association of To- 
bacco Distributors, a director of the Barnett National 
Bank of Jacksonville, and a director of the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce. 

In the field of public service he is a member of the 
Advisory Board of the North Florida Division of the 
American Automobile Association, the Advisory Board 
of the Jacksonville YMCA and a trustee of its Building 
Fund, Chairman of the Florida Selective Service Ap- 
peal Board since its inception, a director of the United 
Fund and Community Chest, an honorary life member 
of the Board of Directors of the Florida Division of the 
American Cancer Society, and a life member of the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

In the field of culture and social life, he is a life mem- 
ber of the Jacksonville Little Theatre, past president of 
the Jacksonville Symphony Association, a life member 
of the Friday Musicale of Jacksonville, a trustee and 
past president of San Jose Country Club, a life mem- 
ber of the Timaquana Country Club, and a charter 
member of The River Club of Jacksonville. He is a 
vestryman of the Episcopal Church of The Good Shep- 
herd, Jacksonville. 

In 1929 he and his father built their homes on a 


beautiful nine-acre tract on the St. Johns River, and 
he and his wife, Amy, now divide their time between 
that Mediterranean-type residence and their ranch in 
Putnam County, where they are found almost every 
week end. 

Carl Swisher’s philosophy, which he exemplifies by 
his deeds, is that every citizen should do everything in 
his power to make his home town the finest place in 
the world to live—and this he has always done. 


HAROLD WILFRED COLEE 


The dynamic Executive Vice President and General 
Manager of the Florida State Chamber of Commerce, 
Harold Wilfred Colee has held that position for twenty- 
two years and prior to that was President of the State 
Chamber for four years. This year (1961) he was se- 
lected to occupy a permanent place in the Florida Hall 
of Fame of the Florida Public Relations Association, 
Inc. 

A native son of Florida, Harold Wilfred Colee was 
born at St. Augustine October 11, 1894, son of George 
B. Colee, also a native of St. Augustine, and Maria 
Louise (King) Colee, who was born in South Boston, 
Massachusetts. Harold was educated in the public 
schools of St. Augustine and at the Lawrence School in 
South Boston. 

A “publicity” man from his youth, he dealt with the 
Florida East Coast Railway’s public, checking baggage, 
selling tickets and quoting rates, and took good care to 
please the patrons of the railroad. His consciousness of 
the value of building employer goodwill came under 
observation and paid off. In 1926 he became manager of 
the F.E.C.’s public relations, making him a pioneer in 
a profession now widely recognized as essential to com- 
munity as well as to business development. 

With a natural gift for oratory and his executive man- 
agement experience, Mr. Colee came to the notice of 
community organizations, and in 1927 was elected presi- 
dent of the St. Augustine and St. Johns County Cham- 
bers of Commerce. In 1931 he was called to do public 
relations work, as Executive Manager of Public Affairs, 
for the Florida Motor Lines, now the Greyhound Lines, 
and held this position until 1939. 

In 1929 he was made a Director of the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce and in 1935 was elected its 
President. In 1939 he was asked to accept the more active 
post of Executive Vice President and General Manager, 
making him operating head of the State Chamber, 
which position he still holds. In this broader field Mr. 
Colee and his associates in the State Chamber of Com- 
merce have greatly influenced Florida’s economic 
growth and strengthened the state’s prestige throughout 
the nation. He is, of course, a member of the Executive 
Committee of the State Chamber and is an honorary 
member of the Florida Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Colee was a member of the State Library Board 
from 1933 to 1946; a member of the Everglades National 
Park Commission from 1946 to 1950; and has been a 
member of the Florida Industrial Development Council 
since 1950. 

In 1956 Mr. Colee was appointed to membership on 
the National Advisory Board of Volunteers of America, 
and in 1958 was named to membership on the State 
Advisory Council of the United States Commission on 
Civil Rights. In 1950 he was appointed Florida Chairman 
of the Crusade for Freedom by General Lucius D, Clay. 
He has successfully directed many state-wide fund- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


raising campaigns, notably for the U.S.O. and the In- 
fantile Paralysis Foundation. He is a trustee of the 
Elks’ Harry-Anna Crippled Children’s Commission and 
of Jacksonville University. 

Harold Colee has been the recipient of many honors 
at home and abroad. He was aide-de-camp with the 
rank of Lt. Colonel on the staffs of Florida Governors 
Dave Sholtz and Fred P. Cone from 1933 to 1941, and on 
the staff of Georgia’s Governor E. D. Rivers in 1940-41. 
In 1937 he was cited as being the most public-spirited 
citizen of Jacksonville by the American Legion, local 
Post #9. In 1939 he was given a citation for distinguished 
service by the Florida Southern College. In 1941 the 
Government of Finland conferred upon him the Order 
of the White Rose, making him a Knight. In 1947-48 he 
served as honorary Consul for the Republic of Panama. 
He was made an honorary citizen of New Orleans in 
1949. In 1953 he received a Certificate of Merit from 
the University of Florida, a centennial award. He was 
cited for distinguished service by the Florida Federation 
of Women’s Clubs in 1955. In 1956 he received the Cer- 
vantes Gold Medal Award from the Hispanic Institute 
in Florida. 

Mr. Colee is an honorary life member of St. Augustine 
Historical Society and Institute of Science, which he 
served as president in 1931. He is an honorary member 
of Delta Sigma Pi fraternity of the University of Flor- 
ida; an honorary life member of St. Augustine Lodge 
#829, B.P.O.E. He was District Deputy Grand Exalted 
Ruler of the Elks in 1926-27 and 1929 and President of 
the Florida State Elks Association in 1928-29. He is a 
past Governor of the Loyal Order of Moose, St. Augu- 
stine. 

He holds membership in the Golf and Tennis Club of 
White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, and in the fol- 
lowing clubs in Jacksonville: St. Johns Dinner Club, 
the Timuquana Country Club, the Seminole Club, and 
the Meninak Club (formerly the Kiwanis). In religious 
faith he is a Roman Catholic. 

Mr. Colee was married at Roanoke, Virginia, on Sep- 
tember 26, 1917, to Alice Sheldon Gillespie, daughter of 
Joseph Anthony Gillespie and Nora Riordan of Low 
Moor, Virginia. They have two children: Harold Wilfred, 
Jr., born June 29, 1918, and Betty, born October 13, 
1919. Both were born in St. Augustine, Florida. 


JUDGE ALTO ADAMS 


A former Circuit Judge and retired Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida, Judge Alto Adams of Fort 
Pierce and Miami Beach is also president of an insur- 
ance company and an investment company and, since 
1953, is owner and operator of the Okeechobee Live- 
stock Market. 

Judge Adams was born in Walton County, Florida, 
January 31, 1899, son of Lenyer and Octavie (Crosby) 
Adams. His mother, born in Thomas County, Georgia, 
December 17, 1875, is living at her home in Walton 
County, Florida. His father was born in Coffee County, 
Alabama, October 3, 1859, and died in Walton County, 
Florida, December 24, 1935. He was a farmer and served 
many years on the School Board of Walton County, 
where he donated ten acres of land for the Baptist 
Church and cemetery. 

The Judge received his early education in the grade 
school of his home county and attended high school at 
DeFuniak Springs and Gainesville. During World War 
I he served as a seaman in the Navy for a short while. 


Entering the University of Florida after the war, he 
graduated in 1921 with an LLB. degree and began to 
practice law in Pensacola. 

He came to Fort Pierce in 1924 and carried on his 
law practice there until 1938, at which time he was ap- 
pointed Circuit Judge of the Ninth Circuit. In 1940 he 
was appointed to the Supreme Court of Florida and 
served in that distinguished office until 1952, when he 
resigned to devote his time to his business interests. 

Judge Adams is president of Alto Adams and Asso- 
ciates, Insurance, and Adams-Harrison, Investments, 
both companies located in Miami. For the past ten years 
and more he and his son have been interested in a 
cattle crossbreeding program, their objective being the 
development of a crossbreed between the Hereford and 
the Brahman which will be best suited to the climate of 
this area of Florida. 

A lifelong Democrat, Judge Adams at one time served 
on the State Democratic Executive Committee. He was 
appointed to the State Welfare Board by Governor 
Cone and served two years, 1936-38. He is a member of 
the Florida Bar, the Florida State Cattlemen’s Associa- 
tion, the Bath Club of Miami, and All Souls Episcopal 
Church of Miami Beach. 

On June 30, 1925, in Walton County, Florida, Alto 
Adams married Carra Williams, who was born in that 
county November 30, 1900. Her parents, Silas Lee and 
Katie (King) Williams, also natives of Walton County, 
Florida, both died at Fort Pierce on February 10, 1937. 
Mrs. Adams is vice-president of the Alumni Board of 
Florida State University, from which she graduated 
with a major in Home Economics, and has been deeply 
interested in the science of foods. She has taken an 
active interest in community affairs all her life. 

Judge and Mrs. Adams have a son and a daughter. 

1. Alto Lee Adams, Jr., born April 4, 1926, at Fort 
Pierce, Florida, served two years in the Navy in World 
War II and is past president of Florida State Cattle- 
men’s Association. 

2. Carra Elaine Adams Harrison, born July 10, 1928, 
at Fort Pierce, married Nathaniel Goodman Harrison 
of Atlanta, Georgia. The Harrisons now live in Miami 
where Mr. Harrison is engaged in the contracting busi- 
ness. 

The pleasures of travel and reading have an endur- 
ing charm for Judge Adams. 


ALTO LEE ADAMS, JR. 


Alto Lee Adams, Jr, of Fort Pierce is a cattleman 
whose work is his hobby. He had the first herd of regis- 
tered Brahman cattle in that area, started in 1939, when 
he was thirteen years old. 

Born in Ft. Pierce April 4, 1926, he is the son of 
Judge Alto Adams and Carra (Williams) Adams, both 
natives of Walton County, Florida, where the Judge 
was born January 31, 1899, and his wife on November 
30, 1900. A former Circuit Judge and Justice of the 
Florida Supreme Court, Judge Adams is an executive 
in the insurance and investment business in southeast 
Florida as well as a cattleman. 

Alto Lee Adams, Jr. was educated in the public 
schools of Ft. Pierce and Tallahassee, graduating from 
Leon High School, Tallahassee, in 1944, He entered the 
Navy that summer and toward the war’s end was as- 
signed to Naval Reserve Officer Training School at 
Emory University and was discharged in 1946 at the 
Naval Air Station in Jacksonville with the rank of 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


cadet. He then entered the University of Florida and 
graduated in 1948 with a B.S, degree in Business Ad- 
ministration. At the university he was a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega social fraternity.. 

Returning to Ft. Pierce, Alto Adams Jr. entered into 
a partnership with his father in the cattle business 
under the name of Alto Adams and Son. On the present 
ranch in Ft. Pierce, which was acquired in the mid 
thirties, they keep a herd of purebred Brahman cattle 
to furnish bulls for the commercial herd, which is 
chiefly Braford. Their cattle are raised on the Ft. Pierce 
ranch and one in Osceola County, and then taken to be 
fattened on the muck land near Fellsmere in Indian 
River County. From Okeechobee Livestock Market, 
which Judge Adams owns, some of the cattle are 
marketed directly to packers or feeder buyers. The 
Adams ranch had the first successful clover planting 
in this section when they introduced the white Dutch 
clover, Alto Adams Jr. also raises quarter horses as a 
practical hobby. 

Young Mr. Adams is past president of Flor- 
ida Cattlemen’s Association, past president of St. Lucie 
County Cattlemen’s Association, a member of the 
American Brahman Breeders Association, and a mem- 
ber of the General Council of American National Cat- 
tlemen’s Association. He is also a past director of Ft. 
Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce, a 
member of St. Lucie County Historical Society, and of 
the Ft. Pierce Lions Club; a member of Indian Hills 
Country Club and St. Andrews Episcopal Church of 
Ft. Pierce, in which he is a vestryman. 

Alto Lee Adams, Jr, was married in Winter Haven on 
December 17, 1949, to Dorothy Snively, daughter of 
Harvey B. and Sarah McKibben Snively, who was born 
in Winter Haven December 20, 1927, Her father is the 
founder and president of Lake Hamilton Cooperative, 
Inc., which produces the “Hamiltonian” brand of citrus 
fruit, and also the president of Hamilton Growers, Inc. 
and of Central Groves Cooperative. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alto Lee Adams, Jr, have three chil- 
dren, all born at Ft. Pierce: 

1. Alto Lee Adams III, born October 23, 1950. 

2. Michael Lance Adams, born May 8, 1955. 

3. Robert Leslie Adams, born December 17, 1956. 


CLAUDE DENSON PEPPER 


Former United States Senator from Florida and a 
nationally known liberal spokesman for this state, as 
well as for the South and the nation at large, Claude 
D. Pepper is still practicing law in Tallahassee, at 
Miami Beach and in Washington, D.C. 

He was born near Dudleyville, Alabama, September 
8, 1900..His father, Joseph Wheeler Pepper, farmer, 
merchant and peace officer, was born near Millerville, 
Alabama, May 4, 1873. His mother, Lena Corinne (Tal- 


‘bot) Pepper, was born near Louvale, Georgia, June 15, 


1877. 

Claude Pepper received his early education in the 
public schools at Camp Hill, Alabama, up to 1917, and 
then taught school in Dothan, Alabama, for one year. 
He graduated from the University of Alabama in 1921 
with an A.B. degree and from Harvard Law School in 
1924 with the LL.B. degree. In his first year out of law 
school he was an instructor in law at the University of 
Arkansas. He holds honorary Doctor of Laws degrees 
from McMaster University (1941), Toronto University 
(1942), the University of Alabama (1942), and from 
Rollins College, Florida, (1944). 


His Florida career began in 1925, when he established 
his law practice in Perry, Florida. In 1929 he served in 
the House of Representatives of the Florida State Leg- 
islature. In 1930 he moved to Tallahassee, where he 
practiced law from 1930 through 1936, or until he was 
elected to the United States Senate. He was a member 
of the Florida State Democratic Executive Committee 
in 1928-29; of the Florida State Board of Public Wel- 
fare, 1931-32; the Florida State Board of Law Exam- 
iners, 1933-34, and the Executive Council of the Flor- 
ida State Bar Association in 1934. 

Elected to the United States Senate November 4, 
1936, he was re-elected in 1938 and 1944. Not re-elected 
in 1950, his term expired in January 3, 1951. The fol- 
lowing is a partial report of Claude Pepper's activities 
and accomplishments during his fourteen years in the 
United States Senate: 

Responsible for Federal legislation which freed Gan- 
dy Bridge of tolls, contributing to progress of Tampa 
Bay area. Helped obtain Mullet Key for Pinellas Coun- 
ty and establish Merchant Marine Base in St. Peters- 
burg. 

Began fight in 1938 to remove discriminatory freight 
rates against the South, so that industry in South could 
compete with northern industry. 

Secured passage of minimum wage and forty-hour 
work week laws. 

Sponsored legislation for housing and slum clearance. 

Supported legislation for education of handicapped 
children; Kindergarten bill; bill to provide tuition loans 
and scholarships for needy; fair minimum wage for 
teachers; tax exemption for teachers’ expenses in im- 
proving qualifications; Federal aid for school construc- 
tion and teachers’ salaries; equal rights and equal pay 
for equal work for women. 

Sponsored and secured passage and appropriations 
for research in cancer, heart, mental, and dental dis- 
eases, arthritis, bursitis, rheumatism, blindness, ma- 
ternal and child health programs; federal aid on hos- 
pital construction. Author of resolution on International 
Health Organization; Chairman of Senate Subcommit- 
tee on Health and Education, 1943-46, member 1946-49. 

Member Senate Small Business Committee and sup- 
ported many programs to aid small business, includin™ 
insurance program to aid small business in foreign 
trade. 

Secured millions of dollars for deepening Florida’s 
harbors, improving rivers and for flood control. 

Always strong supporter of Social Security, favoring 
increasing benefits and coverage and hospital and 
nursing aid for senior citizens through Social Security. 

Always supported fair tax program; easing of burden 
for low income group; changes that would stimulate 
business and employment. 

One of original sponsors of G.I. Bill of Rights. As 
Chairman of Veterans Committee sought to increase 
compensation for disabled veterans and provide ade- 
quate hospital facilities for them. 

Strongly supported National Defense; sponsored 
building 50,000 planes per year on eve of World War 
II and the exchange of overage destroyers to Great 
Britain for bases. Was author of first measures in Con- 
gress providing for lend-lease legislation to assist al- 
lies and was a leader in the Senate and in the country 
in supporting President Roosevelt in arousing and pre- 
paring the nation to meet the menace of Hitler in 
American waters. 

For twelve of his fourteen years in the Senate he 
was a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SE@GTION 


mittee. Was one of first to introduce legislation pro- 
viding for United Nations and always strongly sup- 
ported it and the World Court. He was chairman of the 
Subcommittee on the Middle East and a member of the 
Subcommittee on Latin America. 

Right after the war in 1945, as a member of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Foreign Relations Committee, he visited 
the Nuremburg trials and conferred with world leaders, 
including Churchill, Attlee, de Gaulle, General Eisen- 
hower, General Clay, Stalin and others in an effort to 
find a basis for world peace. He was a close friend and 
supporter of President Roosevelt and President Tru- 
man and strongly assisted President Truman in organ- 
izing the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Senator Pepper was Chairman and Florida Delegate 
to the Democratic National Convention in 1940 and 
1944; Alternate Delegate from 1948 to 1960; Delegate 
from the U.S. Senate to the Inter-parliamentary Union 
at the Hague in 1938 and at Dublin in 1950. He was a 
delegate from the Dade County Bar Association to the 
Inter-American Bar Convention in Bogota, January 27 
through February 3, 1961; and many times attended the 
American Bar Association Conventions, including that 
held in London in 1957. As a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce of the Americas, he attended its assem- 
bly at Aruba in the Dutch Antilles, June 19 to 22, 1961 
and became a director. 

He is a member of the International, Inter-Ameri- 
can, American, Florida, Dade County, Coral Gables and 
Tallahassee Bar Associations, and the Association of 
the Bar of New York City; a member of the American 
Judicature Society and the American Society of Inter- 
national Law. He is the author of various articles in 
Law Reviews, newspapers and magazines. 


His fraternities are Phi Beta Kappa, Omicron Delta 
Kappa, Kappa Alpha and Sigma Upsilon. He is a Bap- 
tist, a Mason and a Shriner, an Elk, a Moose, a Wood- 
man of the World, a member of the American Legion 
(Harvey Seeds Post of Miami) and the Forty-and- 
Sight. During World War I he was in the Student 
Army Training Corps at the University of Alabama. 

Formerly Lieutenant Governor of the Western Di- 
vision of Kiwanis, he is a member of the Kiwanis 
Club of Coral Gables. His social clubs are: Jefferson 
Island, Washington, D.C., Harvard Club of Washington 
and Miami, and Coral Gables Country Club. 

Mr. Pepper is an officer and director of Washington 
Federal Savings and Loan Association, Miami Beach, 
Washington Security Company, Miami, and Investment 
Mortgage Company of Florida at Tallahassee. 

On December 29, 1936, in St. Petersburg, Florida, 
Claude Pepper married Irene Mildred Webster, who 
was born September 10, 1907, daughter of Thomas 
Pleasant and Irene Bullock (King) Webster. Both her 
parents were born in LaPine, Alabama; her father on 
September 30, 1874, and her mother on December 22, 
1871. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pepper reside at 501 Alhambra Circle, 
Coral Gables, Florida. 


HARRY SIMONHOFF 


Lawyer, columnist, traveller, historian, former real 
estate operator and author of five books, Harry Si- 
monhoff was born in Lithuania and came to America 
with his parents, a child of two to three years. His 
earliest memories are of Atlanta, Georgia, where his 
father, Jacob Joseph Simonhoff (born in Lithuania in 


1860) officiated as rabbi in the synagogue Ahavath 
Achim, 

While Harry was still in his early school years the 
family moved to Charleston, South Carolina, where 
his father officiated at the Brith Shalom synagogue, 
organized in 1856. The congregation contained Ameri- 
can integrated members-of the second or even third 
generation. The Reform Temple, K. K. Beth Elohim, 
had a distinguished history of almost two centuries 
with a long list of eminent personalities from the 
Revolution to the War of Secession. In this environ- 
ment with a rich past Harry Simonhoff absorbed a 
sense of history which became a life-long interest. 

In the atmosphere of the Old South, scarcely 
touched by expanding industrial America, Harry Si- 
monhoff went to Bennett Public School and, with his 
father as teacher, studied Hebrew, the Bible and the 
Talmud. Instead of going to high school he acquired 
business experience working in stores. At twenty he 
entered the College of Charleston, a venerable insti- 
tution founded during the Revolution, with a limited 
student body and small faculty, that offered excellent 
courses in history, literature and the classics. Here he 
received the A.B. degree just as World War I broke 
out. Rejected for military service because of defective 
eyesight, he attended law school at the University of 
South Carolina, Columbia, and took special studies at 
Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Following his graduation from law school he re- 
turned to Charleston in 1919 and entered the office of 
the prominent law firm, Logan and Grace, and there- 
by was drawn into politics. John P. Grace was elected 
Mayor of Charleston, W. Turner Logan became Con- 
gressman, and John I. Cosgrove of the same firm was 
appointed City Attorney. Harry Simonhoff campaigned 
successfully for a seat in the General Assembly of 
South Carolina and served two years in the House of 
Representatives. He ran again but was defeated by 
the Ku-Klux-Klan, as were all the Grace candidates. 
Economic conditions in Charleston worsened, and at 
the same time the Florida land boom began to attract 
the eyes of all America. In January 1925 Harry Si- 
monhoff severed his connections in Charleston and 
became a resident of Miami, Florida. 


With his brother, Sam Simonhoff, he set out to 
practice law in Miami in the accustomed conserva- 
tive way, but it was difficult to resist being caught up 
in the swirling spiral of the real estate boom. Posses- 
sing between them less than $10,000 on arrival, the 
brothers were reputed millionaires before the year 
was over. By 1926 not only did their million vanish 
but their original capital dwindled away to nothing. 
Now they had to begin all over again. But they had 
gained some valuable knowledge in the experience. 
Slowly they built up their practice and weathered the 
depression. In 1939 they were able to build a hotel 
on the oceanfront of Miami Beach. 

In Miami Mr. Simonhoff resumed his activities in 
Jewish life and shortly after arrival assisted in found- 
ing Sholem Lodge of the B'nai B'rith. During the 
boom he formed a group to initiate the United Pales- 
tine Appeal and became chairman of the drive. He 
was one of the organizers of the Miami Zionist dis- 
trict and the driving force of all the United Jewish 
Appeal campaigns until the Federation was inaugu- 
rated. During the Nazi anti-Semitic agitations of the 
1930s, he was head of the Jewish defense group and 
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RIE EAS TSCOAST (OF. FLORIDA 


induced Henry Monsky and Richard Gudstadt to open 
the. Miami Anti-Defamation Office, one of the first 
outside of Chicago and New York. In 1943 he was 
elected the South Florida Delegate to the American 
Jewish Conference which met in New York to formu- 
late the Palestine Resolution as the will of American 
Jewry. In the second World War he served on Civil 
Defense and enlisted in the United States Coast Guard 
Reserve. 

After the war he ceased all organizational activities 
to devote his time to writing and for several years 
traveled abroad. Visiting about thirty-six countries, 
he wrote a weekly column for the English-Jewish 
press while he traveled. His first book, “Under 
Strange Skies,” a collection of his thoughts and im- 
pressions as a world-traveler, was published in 1953. 
His second book, “Jewish Notables in America,” pub- 
lished in 1956, begins with the year of American In- 
dependence, 1776, and ends with the close of the 
Confederate War, 1865, telling the life story of the 
outstanding Jew of each year. The second volume of 
this series, “Saga of American Jewry,” published in 
1959, carries on from the Civil War until the opening 
of the first World War in 1914, showing the develop- 
ment of Jewish life in the United States and Jewish 
contributions to American civilization. His next book, 
“Jewish Participants in the Civil War,” is to be released 
in 1961. His completed historical novel “The Chosen 
One,” dealing with a false messiah who was burned at 
the stake in 1532, will appear in 1962. 

Mr. Simonhoff has his home in Miami, where he is 
a member of Temple Israel. On July 3, 1953, in New 
York City he married Ilse Danziger, who was born 
May 14, 1910, in Brieg, Germany. She was fortunate 
enough in 1938 to escape Hitler’s concentration camps. 


GROVER CLEVELAND HERRING 


A brilliant young lawyer of West Palm Beach, 
Grover Cleveland Herring sat. on the legal bench be- 
fore he was thirty years old. He makes a hobby of legal 
writing and is the author of a number of Law Review 
articles. 

Born in Nocatee, Florida, December 9, 1925, he is 
a son of Joseph I. and Martha (Selph) Herring, both 
natives of Florida. His mother died in 1931. His father 
is a retired farmer in Hamilton County, where young 
Grover attended Jennings High School and was a 
member of Future Farmers of America, He graduated 
from high school in Duval County and from 1944 to 
1946 served in the United States Navy aboard the 
destroyer U.S.S. Eberle. He saw action in the Euro- 
pean and Asiatic theaters and his ship took part in the 
invasion of France. 

Following his honorable discharge from the Navy, 
Mr. Herring entered the University of Florida and, 
after receiving his Associate of Arts Certificate in 1948, 
attended the Law School for the next two years and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws degree on June 
5, 1950. Admitted to the Florida State Bar, he prac- 
ticed law in Sebring until 1952, since which time he 
has been engaged in a general practice of law in West 
Palm Beach, He is admitted to the practice of law in 
all courts in Florida, including the Florida Supreme 
Court and the Federal District Courts; also before the 
United States Supreme Court. 

In 1954-55 Mr. Herring was Municipal Judge Ad 
Litem in West Palm Beach, and in 1955-56 was Judge 


Advocate of the Department of Florida, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. In 1955 he was appointed Field Services 
Representative of the Lawyers’ Title Guaranty Fund, 
of which he is a member, and was later president of 
the Lawyers’ Title Services, Inc, of Palm Beach Coun- 
ty, 1957-59. He has been City Attorney for the Town 
of Ocean Ridge, Florida, since 1953, and is vice chair- 
man of the Charter Revision Committee for the City 
of West Palm Beach. In September 1960 he was ap- 
pointed City Attorney of West Palm Beach and as- 
sumed full-time duties October 3rd. He resigned froin 
the law firm of Blakeslee, Herring and Bie to accept 
the appointment, 

Judge Herring is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar and the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association. He has been an active mem- 
ber of the Committee on Unauthorized Practice of Law 
of the Florida Bar since 1958, Program Chairman of 
the Palm Beach County Bar Association in i959, and 
was elected Treasurer of the local bar association in 
1960. He is also a member of the American Judicature 
Society, the John Marshall Bar Association, the Law- 
Science Academy of America, the East Coast Estate 
Planning Council, Delta Theta Phi law fraternity, and 
the NACCA, of which he is an Associate Editor. 

Equally prominent and active in other than legal 
circles, Judge Herring is an associate member of the 
Florida Association of Realtors and of the Mortgage 
Bankers Association of Palm Beach County; a member 
of the United States Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, and West 
Palm Beach Junior Chamber of Commerce, in which 
he served as chairman of the Public Relations Com- 
mittee in 1955. He is an honorary member of the 
Florida Sheriffs’ Association; a member of the Uni- 
versity of Florida Alumni Association; American Le- 
gion Post #12 and the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
#7672 of West Palm Beach; Elks Lodge #1352 and the 
West Palm Beach Lodge of the Loyal Order of Moose; 
the West Palm Beach Y.M.C.A, (Businessmen); the 
Senior Citizens Foundation of West Palm Beach; the 
Young Democratic Club of Palm Beach County; and 
the North Palm Beach Country Club. 

Accepting his share of responsibility for social wel- 
fare, Judge Herring can always be counted on for as- 
sistance in Community Chest and Red Cross drives. 
He is the author of “Law Review Comment” and co- 
author of articles on Land Subdivision Control in 
Florida and Medical Malpractice in Florida. For re- 
laxation he likes to go fishing. 

On April 17, 1947, at West Palm Beach, Grover 
Cleveland Herring married Dorothy L. Blinn, daughter 
of Gus Arthur and Alice (Cooper) Blinn. She is a 
graduate of Palm Beach High School and attended 
Shorter College at Rome, Georgia. The Herrings have 
two children: Stanley T., born September 17, 1951, at 
Avon Park, Florida; and Kenneth Lee, born January 
12, 1954, at West Palm Beach, Florida, 


AMOS E, JACKSON 


A noteworthy lawyer and civic leader of Palm Beach 
since 1947, Amos E. Jackson brought to his work in the 
legal profession the valuable background of twenty 
years’ experience in the business world. As an attorney 
and tax consultant he serves satisfied clients all over 
the East Coast. As a citizen he plays a prominent part 
in the civic life of his community. 

Mr. Jackson was born in Hall County, Georgia, 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


January 8, 1909, son of Wiley E. and Cora L. (Thomp- 
son) Jackson. His mother, a native of Georgia, died in 
1929. His father was born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
and has been a farmer all his life, most of the time 
in Crisp County, Georgia. The family moved to Sumter 
County, Florida, in 1920, but the parents eventually 
returned to Georgia. 


Amos graduated from Orlando High School in 1927, 
During the first ten years of his career he was em- 
ployed in the accounting department of Florida Motor 
Lines, now the Florida Greyhound Lines, at Orlando 
and Jacksonville. Desiring to enter the legal profes- 
sion, he studied commercial law under George W. 
Milam of Jacksonville, and on April 15, 1937, was made 
office manager of the firm of Milam, Mcllvaine and 
Milam. In 1939 he resigned from this position and came 
to Palm Beach as accountant and business manager of 
the First National Bank. During this period of his life 
Mr. Jackson spent three months in the Navy Depart- 
ment at Charlotte, North Carolina, On February 1, 
1945, he became senior Public Accountant for C. W. 
Fisher and continued in this position for twenty-one 
months, or until November 1, 1946. After that he was 
treasurer of Gulf Atlantic Transportation Company at 
Jacksonville until January 15, 1947. 


In November of 1946 Mr. Jackson passed the bar 
examinations and was admitted to the practice of law 
in Florida, Since January 1947 he has had an office in 
Palm Beach, presently in the Seminole Building. He 
is a member of the Florida Bar, Palm Beach County 
Bar Association, and the American Bar Association. 
He is a past chairman of the Tax Section of The 
Florida Bar, 1956-1957. Mr. Jackson specializes in tax 
law and estate planning. 

He is a director and treasurer of the Palm Beach 
Chamber of Commerce; past president of the Palm 
Beach Rotary Club, of which he is a charter member; 
a director of West Palm Beach Y.M.C.A., and pres- 
ently treasurer; director and treasurer of Palm Beach 
County Crippled Children’s Society; and a member of 
the Methodist Church, which he served as Sunday 
School Superintendent for ten years. In politics he is 
a Democrat. 

In Orlando on August 15, 1930, Amos E, Jackson 
married Gertrude E. Rose, daughter of Edgar W. and 
Ruby H. (Cline) Rose, the latter from Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. Edgar W. Rose, son of a pioneer settler of 
Orlando, is a veteran of World War I and owner of 
orange groves near Orlando. Mrs. Jackson was very 
active in church work for many years. 

The Jacksons have two children, both born in Jack- 
sonville, Florida. 

1. Judith Diane, born July 8, 1934, graduated from 
Palm Beach High School and attended Wesleyan Col- 
lege, Macon, Georgia. She married Robert D, Joines 
of Orlando, a member of the United States Air Force, 
and they have a daughter, Lisa, born July 21, 1958. 

2. Michael Everett Jackson, born December 26, 1937, 
graduated from Palm Beach High School and is at- 
tending Florida State University, taking a pre-law 
course. On February 1, 1959, he married Mary Lou 
_ Tsovas of Tallahassee. They have a daughter, Cath- 
erine, born November 2, 1959. 

The Jacksons are members of the Sailfish Club of 
Florida, the Society of the Four Arts, and the Rotary 
Club of Palm Beach. 


[52| 


LLOYD C. BELL 


The president of Felder-Bell, Inc, of West Palm 
Beach, one of the largest retail distributors of electri- 
cal appliances on the East Coast of Florida, is one of 
the civic leaders of that city, which he served three 
years as city commissiongr with one year as mayor. 
He is also a director of the West Palm Beach Federal 
Savings and Loan Association and a director of the 
Spencer Boat Company of West Palm Beach. 

Mr, Bell is a native Floridian, born in Archer, Ala- 
chua County, June 5, 1906. His father, who also was 
Lloyd C. Bell, was born in Richmond, Virginia, and 
died in Hernando, Florida, in 1923 at the age of fifty- 
eight. Mr. Bell’s mother, the former Cora Barco, was 
born in Cottonplant, Marion County, Florida, and is 
living in West Palm Beach. 

Lloyd Bell graduated from Hernando High School, 
Brooksville, in 1924 and soon afterwards came to West 
Palm Beach with the Florida Power and Light Com- 
pany. He continued with this company for the next ten 
years, serving in the line, engineering and sales de- 
partments. In 1934, in partnership with E. E, Felder, 
he established Felder-Bell, Inc., dealers in electrical 
appliances, and in 1942 acquired Mr, Felder’s interest 
in the business. The company handles various lines of 
electrical appliances. 

A Democrat in politics, he served West Palm Beach 
as city commissioner from 1946 to 1948 and as mayor 
from 1948 to 1949. He is past president and director of 
the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce; past 
president and a member of the Lions Club; a member 
of Elks Lodge #1352; a director of the Y.M.C.A. and 
the Community Chest; a 32nd degree Mason, member 
of Harmonia Lodge #138, Lake Worth Consistory and 
Mahi Temple Shrine of Miami; and a member of the 
Board of Stewards of the First Methodist Church of 
West Palm Beach, in which he taught a Sunday School 
class for many years, He enjoys fishing and hunting 
and is a member of sportsmen’s and fishing clubs. 

Lloyd C. Bell was married first on July 6, 1930, to 
Martha Doster, daughter of George W. and Rebecca 
(Royal) Doster. She died January 2, 1940, leaving two 
children: 

1, Mary, born November 18, 1932, in West Palm 
Beach, graduated from. Sullins Academy at Bristol, 
Virginia, and from the University of Florida, and mar- 
ried James H. Kirby, Jr. of Lake Worth, Florida. They 
have a daughter, Rebecca Kirby Bell, born November 
19, 1956, in Hollywood, Florida, and another daughter, 
Mary Shannon Bell, born November 9, 1959, in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. 

2. Lloyd C. Bell, Jr., born October 26, 1934, in West 
Palm Beach, graduated from Palm Beach High School 
and attended North Georgia College three years, leav- 
ing to join the United States Navy. After his honorable 
discharge from the Navy he joined his father in busi- 
ness. 

On October 18, 1947, Lloyd C. Bell, Sr., married 
Foorda Welch, daughter of John and Nancy Welch, 
her father a retired merchant of Drumore, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Fort Pierce, Florida, A son, John Joseph 
Bell, was born March 27, 1949. 


R. BRUCE JONES 


Senior member of the law firm of Jones, Adams, 
Paine and Foster, R. Bruce Jones of West Palm Beach 
is the third generation of his family to follow the legal 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


profession. His father, George S. Jones, practiced law 
in Macon, Georgia, for half a century, and his maternal 
grandfather, Isaac Hardeman, was also a prominent 
lawyer of Macon and a Judge. 

Mr. Jones was born in Macon, Georgia, July 17, 
1904. His mother, Roberta Hardeman Jones, died in 
1912; his father in 1938. Bruce graduated from Lanier 
High School, Macon, and from the University of Geor- 
gia in 1924 with a B.A. degree, Going on to study law, 
he received his LL.B. degree from Mercer University 
in 1926 and took post-graduate studies at Cornell] 
University, Ithaca, New York, and at the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. He was admitted 
to the practice of law in the State of Georgia in 1926 
and carried on a general practice in Macon until he 
entered military service in 1939. 

Mr. Jones’ record of service in the United States 
Army is above average, Entering active duty in 1939 
with the rank of Captain in Field Artillery, he later 
served in the European theatre of operations, pri- 
marily with the Seventh Armored Division, took part 
in four campaigns and fought in the Battle of the 
Bulge. During this time he was promoted to Major, 
Lieutenant Colonel, and finally Colonel, with which 
rank he was discharged in 1946, wearing four campaign 
ribbons, the Silver Star, and the Fourigerre Medal 
from the Duchy of Luxembourg. From 1946 until Oc- 
tober of 1959, when he retired, he held the rank ot 
Colonel in the Third Army Reserve. 

After his return to civilian life in 1946, he served 
until 1947 as assistant division counsel for the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Re- 
turning to West Palm Beach in 1947, he became a 
member of the firm of Earnest, Lewis, Smith and 
Jones, engaged in the general practice of law. In 1957 
he formed the law firm of Jones, Adams, Paine and 
Foster. He is a member of the American Bar Associ- 
ation, the Florida Bar, and the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association. He is also a director of the Seminole 
Life Insurance Company. 


Equally prominent in other than professional and 
business associations, Bruce Jones is a member of the 
West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, the Ameri- 
can Legion Post #12 of West Palm Beach, the Old 
Guard Society, the Kiwanis Club, the Sailfish Club, 
the Tuscawilla Club, the Palm Beach Golf Club, and 
the First Baptist Church of West Palm Beach, in which 
he serves on the Board of Deacons and teaches the 
John L. Moore Bible Class. His favorite recreation is 
golf, 

R, Bruce Jones was married first on September 5, 
1925, to Elsie Hart of Macon, Georgia, daughter of J. 
Freeman Hart, a mortician of Macon, and Elsie Gibson 
Hart, a native of Indiana. A son of this marriage, 
Robert Bruce Jones, Jr., was born March 17, 1939, and 
is now attending Emory University at Atlanta, Georgia. 
The first Mrs, Jones died April 1, 1939. On December 
23, 1939, Mr. Jones married Mary Law, daughter of 
Mr, and Mrs. John T. Law, a merchant of Lumpkin, 
Georgia. A daughter, Elizabeth Jane, is now Mrs, Wil- 
liam H. Stensgaard of Park Ridge, Illinois. 


HON. WILLIAM P. HOLLAND 


His Honor the Mayor of West Palm Beach, now 
serving his second term in that office after an absence 
of ten years from the political field, is a barber by 
profession, owner of two shops in West Palm Beach. 
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He has served as chairman of the West Palm Beach 
Board of Barbers for the past thirteen years. 

He was born in Kissimmee, Florida, January 4, 1903, 
son of Frank B. and Mary Eugene (Nelms) Holland. 
His father, a wholesale fish distributor of Titusville, 
died in 1919; his mother in 1946. William had his first 
schooling in Milledgeville, Georgia, and completed his 
education in high school in Titusville, Florida, where 
the family moved in 1915. While still in his teens, 
1919-20, he joined the U. S, Coast Guard, and during 
the next two years was in Atlanta, Georgia, where he 
attended night school classes in Business Adminis- 
tration, During the same period of time he attended a 
barber college in Atlanta and upon completion of this 
course practiced his trade in Atlanta for three months. 

William Holland first arrived in West Palm Beach 
on Christmas Day, 1922. Early in 1923 he went to work 
for the late A. F. Regal at 908 South Dixie Highway, 
and during that year worked as a barber during the 
day and conducted a dry cleaning and pressing estab- 
lishment in the evening, working until 11 P.M. In 
November of 1923 he established his own barber shop 
at 412 Okeechobee Road, where he continued to operate 
until March of 1932. Since then his shop has been lo- 
cated at 312 South Dixie Highway. Mayor Holland also 
conducts a barber shop, called the 808 Barber Shop, 
located at 4205 Lake Avenue, West Palm Beach, in the 
Southdale Shopping Center. 

During the time when the Air Force Base was lo- 
cated in West Palm Beach, Mayor Holland ran a 
lucrative business in his two barber shops, employing 
twelve men, and had the pleasure of meeting the now 
famous Thunderbird flyers, He has in his possession a 
framed picture of the four Thunderbirds signed by 
the eight pilots. 

William P, Holland first entered the political field in 
1947. He was elected City Commissioner in 1948 and 
Mayor in 1949 for a one-year term, after which he 
retired from politics for a period of ten years. In 1958 
he made a comeback and history repeated itself: first 
elected City Commissioner, he was again elected Mayor 
in April 1959. 

Mayor Holland is a member of the Senior Citizens 
Association, the Kiwanis Club, West Palm Beach 
Country Club, Elks Lodge #1352, Harmonia Lodge 
#138, F. & A.M. and all Scottish Rite bodies up to and 
including the 32nd degree, and is a member of the 
Baptist Church. He likes to boat and fish and in the 
past took part in outboard motor boat races. 

William P. Holland was married in Atlanta, Georgia, 
to Beatrice N. Norris, daughter of Henry J. and Mattie 
Reynolds Norris of Atlanta, Mrs. Holland is a member 
of the Order of the Eastern Star. 


BERTRAM D. COLE, JR. 


B. D. Cole, Inc. of West Palm Beach is one of the 
large insurance organizations of this state. Since the 
death of his father, founder of the company, in 1944, 
Bertram D, Cole, Jr. has been president of the com- 
pany, and a brother, Joseph H. Cole, is executive 
vice-president. 

Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, April 4, 1909, Ber- 
tram D, Cole, Jr. is a son of Bertram Dudley and Ollie 
Belle (Harwood) Cole, His father, born in Parkers- 
burg, West Virginia, was in the land and timber busi- 
ness in various parts of the country and at one time 
was secretary of the National Union Fire Insurance 
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BIOGRAPHICAL: SECTION 


Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He came to 
West Palm Beach in June 1919 and established the 
insurance firm of B. D, Cole, Inc., over which he pre- 
sided until his death at the age of sixty-eight. A civic 
leader, he served four years as president of the West 
Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce and also was pres- 
ident of the Rotary Club. His widow, a native of Rich- 
mond, Virginia, now makes her home in West Palm 
Beach. She is a member of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy and the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

Bertram D., Cole, Jr., graduated from high school in 
Palm Beach and attended Principia Preparatory School 
in St, Louis, Missouri, and Columbia University, New 
York City, where he studied Business Administration, 
From 1928 to 1931 he worked with Seibels-Bruce. & 
Company of Columbia, South Carolina, insurance man- 
agers for group companies; then returned to West 
Palm Beach and entered his father’s business. 

A civie leader like his father, Mr. Cole is past presi- 
dent of the Florida Association of Insurance Agents; 
director of the First National Bank of Palm Beach and 
of West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce; past 
president of the Rotary Club and the West Palm Beach 
Community Chest; a director and vice-chairman of 
the Palm Beach County unit of the American Red 
Cross. For two years, 1947-48, he was president of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association of the Palm Beaches. 
He is now (1959) president of the Palm Beach Art 
League, a member of the Everglades Club of Palm 
Beach, the Tuscawilla Club of West Palm Beach, and 
the Christian Science Church. He is a Democrat in 
politics, and his favorite recreations are golf and boat- 
ing. 

Bertram D. Cole, Jr.. was married in West Palm 
Beach on February 14, 1934, to Edna Bremer of Tal- 
lahassee, daughter of Frederick H. and. Agnes (Wil- 
liams) Bremer. Mrs, Cole attended Principia College, 
St. Louis, Missouri, and is a member of the Junior 
Welfare League and the P.E.O. Sisterhood. The Coles 
have two children: 


1. Bertram D., III, born February 15, 1935, in West 
Palm Beach, attended Palm Beach High School, Prin- 
cipia Preparatory School two years, and graduated 
from Principia College in 1958 with an A.B. degree. 
He is now an ensign in the United States Navy, On 
August 8, 1959, he married Mary Campbell, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs, William Campbell of Houston, Texas. 
who also attended Principia College. 

2. Carolyn Cole, born January 8, 1942, in West Palm 
Beach, is now (1959) a. senior at Palm Beach High 
School. 


JOHN W. TURRENTINE 


The John W. Turrentine insurance agency of West 
Palm Beach has an excellent rating and is considered 
one of the leading insurance agencies in southeast 
Florida. Mr. Turrentine established this business in 
1927 and has been running it ever since then with the 
exception of a little more than three years in the 
service of his country during World War II. 


Born in Wilmington, North Carolina, January 18, 1900, 
he is a son of John Rothwell and Annie (Henderson) 
Turrentine. His mother died in 1928, his father in 1957. 
The Turrentine family of Hillsboro County, North 
Carolina, dates back to 1745, when two brothers, Sam- 
uel and Alexander, born in Ireland, came to America 
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aboard the Irish ship “Coulihan,” landing at New 
Castle, Delaware, and proceeded to Pennsylvania where 
they lived for several years, Some time before 1761 
they came to North Carolina and obtained grants of 
considerable acreage from the lands of the Earl of 
Granville, These lands were situated on Little River 
and Buffalo Creek in the St. Mary’s District of Orange 
County. The brothers lived on adjoining farms the 
remainder of their lives, reared their families, and 
both, with their wives and some of their children, are 
buried in the family cemetery on the land set aside for 
that purpose by Samuel in his will of 1800, This cem- 
etery was rediscovered in 1957 and the Turrentine fam- 
ily have bought it and are restoring it. Every Turren- 
tine in America is descended from one of these two 
brothers. John W. Turrentine is a direct descendant of 
Samuel. 

John graduated from Wilmington High School, North 
Carolina, and served in the first World War in Com- 
pany A of the North Carolina Engineers, serving first 
on the Mexican border and then in Europe in the 
American Expeditionary Forces with the rank of buck 
sergeant. After the war he became associated with his 
father in the merchandise brokerage business in Wil- 
mington, North Carolina, and remained with him until 
he went to work for H. J. Heinz Company as a sales- 
man, working on the road out of Asheville, North 
Carolina, He came to West Palm Beach, Florida, in 
1925 and for the first two years was employed as 
assistant manager of the insurance department of Rich- 
ards and Lewis Insurance Agency, As already men- 
tioned, he established his own insurance agency in 
West Palm Beach in 1927. 


On May 21, 1942, Mr. Turrentine enlisted in the 
Army Air Force and was discharged on April 3, 1943, 
with the rank of sergeant. He went to work at the 
Morrison Air Base in West Palm Beach on April 15, 
1943, and continued there until September 1, 1943, 
when he enlisted in the Seabees, or United States 
Naval Construction Battalions. He served in the Pacific 
theatre of operations, including the Marshall and Mari- 
ana Islands, and was honorably discharged on Sep- 
tember 4, 1945, with the rank of Storekeeper Second 
Class. This record shows an admirable determination 
on the part of Mr. Turrentine to get into the scrap 
and do his bit, even though he was old enough to be 
exempt from military service. 

On his return from the service Mr. Turrentine re- 
sumed his insurance business and has been very 
successful. He is first vice-president of the Florida 
State Association of Mutual Insurance Agents; treas- 
urer and director of the South Florida Fair and the 
Palm Beach County Fair expositions; a member of the 
Executive Committee of the American Legion Post 
#12 of West Palm Beach; a member of West Palm 
Beach Kiwanis Club, Elks Lodge #1352, and the 
Y.M.C.A, He is an Elder in the First Presbyterian 
Church and a member of the Higher Education Board 
of the Presbyterian Synod for the State of Florida. 
He is married to the former Eva Lowther of Morgan- 
ton, North Carolina. For recreation he likes to travel. 


KENNETH P. FOSTER 


In the real estate and insurance business in West 
Palm Beach since 1945, Kenneth P, Foster grew up in 
that city, where he was brought by his parents when 
he was five years old. He is now completing his third 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


term as County Commissioner of District 1, Palm 
Beach County, and has been reelected for a fourth 
term. He is a high ranking Mason and is prominent in 
civic and social organizations in West Palm Beach. 

Born in Council Bluffs, Iowa, March 23, 1911, he is 
a son of Phillip Foster, now deceased, and Anna Chris- 
tina (Christensen) Foster, who is living in West Palm 
Beach. His father came to West Palm Beach with his 
family in 1916 and was occupied in the real estate 
business. 

Kenneth graduated from Gault’s Private School in 
West Palm Beach and from 1929 to 1941 traveled all 
over the country and to the Bahamas, Cuba and Can- 
ada in the interests of the sport fishing business. Dur- 
ing World War II, from 1941 to 1945, he served as a 
Warrant Officer in the United States Coast Guard 
in the Atlantic theater of operations, After the war he 
entered the real estate and insurance business and is 
a past president of West Palm Beach Board of Realtors. 

Mr. Foster first entered the political field in 1947, He 
was elected County Commissioner of District 1, Palm 
Beach County, in 1948, re-elected in 1952 and again in 
1956, and has served as chairman of the board of Coun- 
ty Commissioners. 

He is a past director of the West Palm Beach Cham- 
ber of Commerce, a member of the Kiwanis Club, Elks 
Lodge #1352, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #2007, 
American Legion Post #12 and a member of its ex- 
ecutive committee. In Masonry he is a member of 
Harmonia Lodge #138 and all bodies up to and in- 
cluding the 32nd degree, Scottish and York Rites, a 
Knight Templar of Palm Beach Commandery, Shriner 
of Mahi Temple, Miami, and is past president of the 
Palm Beach County Shrine Club. He is a director of 
Palm Beach County Polio Chapter and of Palm Beach 
County Retarded Children’s Association, and a member 
of the First Presbyterian Church of West, Palm Beach, 
in which he has served on the board of trustees. He 
is past president of the Flotilla Club, treasurer of the 
West Palm Beach Fishing Club, and a member of 
North Palm Beach Country Club. Cooking, fishing 
and golf are his favorite recreations. 

At Fort Lauderdale on May 8, 1937, Kenneth P. 
Foster married Virginia H. Harris, daughter of Herbert 
and Mrs, Idell Harris of West Palm Beach and a grad- 
uate of Palm Beach High School, They have a daugh- 
ter, Susan Jean Foster, born September 28, 1946, in 
West Palm Beach, now a student at Northboro Junior 
High School. 


JOHN A. PAUL 


A member of the prominent law firm, Warwick, Paul 
and Warwick of West Palm Beach, John A. Paul has 
practiced law in Florida since 1934, excepting four 
years in the Navy during World War II, 

A native of Wisconsin, he was born in LaCrosse on 
September 3, 1910, son of Alexander Gunn Paul (de- 
ceased) and Marie Louise (Copeland) Paul. His father 
was in the lumber and timber business in Wisconsin, 
California and Florida, a banker and prominent citizen 
of his community, serving as a trustee of the County 
Road Board, chairman of the County Draft Board, and 
director of two banks and Lakeshore Hospital in Lake 
City. 

John Paul graduated from Canterbury Preparatory 
School, Connecticut, in 1928, from the University of 
- Virginia in 1932, and after studying law there for one 
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year completed his law course at the University of 
Florida, where he received his LL.B. degree in 1934. 

Admitted to practice in the state of Florida, he was 
associated with Fleming, Hamilton, Diver and Lichliter, 
Jacksonville attorneys, for three years; then came to 
West Palm Beach and joined J. W. Salisbury, with 
whom he continued to practice until he entered the 
United States Navy in 1942. Mr. Paul has three battle 
stars for service in the Mediterranean-European the- 
ater of war and one battle star for service in the Pa- 
cific theater, and was transferred to the US. Navy 
Reserve with the rank of Lieutenant Commander, 

Following his return from the Navy in 1946, Mr. 
Paul became a member of the law firm of Paty, War- 
wick and Paul, which in 1951 became Warwick, Paul 
and Warwick. 

Mr. Paul is a member of the local, state and national 
bar associations, Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity, Phi 
Beta Kappa scholarship fraternity and Zeta Psi social 
fraternity; also of the Elks, the American Legion, and 
St. Edward’s (Catholic) Church. His clubs are Coral 
Beach, Tuscawilla, and Palm Beach Golf Club. 

He was married in Jacksonville on February 8, 1944, 
to Virginia Green, daughter of Francis W. and Mar- 
guerite M. Green. The Pauls have six children: Peter 
A., born in 1947; Malo, in 1949; John, Jr., in 1950; 
Allan G., in 1951; Frank W., in 1953; and Richard L., 
in 1955. 

Mrs. Paul, a native of Charlotte, South Carolina, is a 
graduate of the Finch Finishing School, New York 
City. 


MARSHALL B. WOOD 


Senior member of the law firm of Wood and Cobb, 
Marshall B. Wood has been an attorney in West Palm 
Beach since 1925, Mr, Wood is also chairman of the 
board and a director of the First Federal Savings and 
Loan Association of West Palm Beach, and is prom- 
inent in the professional, civic and social circles of 
Palm Beach, where he resides. 

He was born in Washington, Kentucky, March 11, 
1898, son of Arthur F. Wood, a farmer in Kentucky, 
and Alice (Massie) Wood, both deceased. He graduated 
from Maysville High School, Maysville, Kentucky, 
attended the University of Kentucky and studied law 
at the University of Cincinnati Law School, where he 
received his LL.B. degree in 1920. Admitted to the 
practice of law in the states of Kentucky and Ohio, 
he practiced in both states before coming to Florida, 
where he passed the bar examination in 1925 and has 
been carrying on a successful general practice of law 
since then. 

Mr. Wood is a past president of the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association and a member of the Florida 
Bar and the American Bar Association. He is currently 
president of the Palm Beach branch of the English 
Speaking Union, a past chairman of the Palm Beach 
County chapter of the American Red Cross, and a 
member of the Everglades Club and the Bath and 
Tennis Club, both of Palm Beach. He and his family 
are members of the Episcopal Church, 

In Nashville, Tennessee, Marshall B, Wood married 
Dorothy Churchill Hankins of Nashville, daughter of 
Cornelius Hankins, a well known artist, and Maude 
(McGehee) Hankins, who also was an artist and a 
writer. Mrs. Wood attended the Castle School for Girls 
at Tarrytown, New York. The Woods have a son and 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


a daughter: Marshall B., Jr. and Dorothy Middleton 
(Wood) Letts. 

Marshall B. Wood, Jr., born in Nashville, Tennessee, 
December 18, 1922, attended Palm Beach High School, 
graduated from the Darlington School, Rome, Georgia, 
and from Princeton University in 1945 with a Bachelor 
of Science degree. During World War II he served in 
the United States Navy with the rank of Ensign and 
now holds the rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade in the 
Naval Reserve. He studied law at the University of 
Virginia Law School and received an LL.B, degree. 
Admitted to practice law in Florida, he is now a mem- 
ber of his father’s firm. He married Susan Andrews 
of Hopkinsville, Kentucky, and they have three chil- 
dren: Elizabeth, Leslie, and Thomas Marshall, all born 
in West Palm Beach. 

Dorothy Middleton Wood was born in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. She graduated from Sweet Briar Col- 
lege in Virginia and is now the wife of Gavin K. Letts, 
a native of Edinburgh, Scotland, who is a graduate of 
Washington and Lee University Law School and is a 
member of the firm of Wood and Cobb, Mr. and Mrs. 
Letts have their home in Palm Beach. 


MELVILLE L, SPENCER 


Mel Spencer, president of Spencer Boat Company, 
Inc. of West Palm Beach, is a member of a pioneer 
family of the East Coast of Florida who came from 
Pennsylvania as homesteaders in 1876. His great grand- 
father was the first Postmaster of Lake Worth, which 
then included what is now Palm Beach, and his grand- 
father, Melville Evan Spéncer, was a lighthouse keeper 
in Jupiter in the early days, He married Eleanor Jo- 
sephine Bellows, a native of Rhode Island, and their 
son, Louis Spencer, Mel’s father, was born in Palm 
Beach, Louis Spencer attended the University of Flor- 
ida and is a member of that university’s Alumni As- 
sociation and of the Palm Beach County Historical 
Society. He is now associated with his son in business 
and is a stockholder in the Spencer Boat Company. 
Mel’s mother is also a native of Florida, the former 
Wilma Lee Bell of Luraville, Suwannee County. 

Melville L. Spencer was born in West Palm Beach 
April 12, 1920. He learned boat building in the voca- 
tional classes of the Palm Beach High School, from 
which he was graduated. On October 10, 1941, he en- 
listed in the United States Navy and served until the 
spring of 1946, when he was honorably discharged 
with the rank of Chief Warrant Boatswain. 

For a while, in 1946, he worked with Flurry and 
Crouch, operators of the boat yard at West Palm 
Beach; then with Palm Beach Marine Basin, Inc., op- 
erated by William D. Lanigan. In 1949 he started in 
the boat repair business for himself and in 1952 took 
over the operation of the yard, Working alone at first, 
he built up his business, which was incorporated in 
1954 and now employs about fifty-five people. 


Spencer Boat Company, Inc. is one of the largest 
of its kind of business in the South. Besides boat build- 
ing, repairing, hauling and other marine service, it has 
the franchise for Chris Craft boats and engines and 
functions as a yacht broker. Spencer Marine Hardware 
Company, a subsidiary of Spencer Boat Company at 
the same location, carries a complete line of marine 
hardware. 

Mr. Spencer is a member and secretary of the newly 
formed Palm Beach Marine Association and director 


and secretary of Palm Cove Marina, Inc., a Florida 
corporation located in West Palm Beach. He is a mem- 
ber of the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
Rotary Club and Flotilla Club, and of the Riviera 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, 

At Fairhaven, Massachusetts, on February 27, 1943, 
Melville L. Spencer married Bertha Murphy, daughter 
of Ernest and Helen (Larson) Murphy. The Larsons 
and the Murphys were settlers of Mount Desert Island, 
Maine, where the well known summer resort of Bar 
Harbor is located, Mrs, Spencer graduated from Fair- 
haven High School but spent her early school years 
in the public school at Southwest Harbor, Mount 
Desert Island, Maine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer are the parents of five chil- 
dren. The oldest, Elizabeth Helen, now a student at 
Palm Beach High School, was born in New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, January 13, 1944. The other four were 
born in West Palm Beach. They are: Melville L. Jr. 
(nickname “Ty”), born September 6, 1947, now attend- 
ing Northwood Junior High School; Dianne Marie, 
born February 13, 1952; Beverly Jane, born April 29, 
1953; and Michael Ernest, born November 22, 1958. 

The Spencer family are members of the Northwood 
Methodist Church, Palm Beach. 


JOHN RYBOVICH AND FAMILY 


The saga of the Rybovich family and their boats 
appeared in the Saturday Evening Post of March 23, 
1957. The following story is largely a condensation 
and rearrangement of that story, with some additional 
information on the family and business. 

Rybovich and Sons Boat Works, Inc., of West Palm 
Beach is unique in more ways than one, but par- 
ticularly in the type of boat that is built there—a 
sports fishing boat designed especially for sea hunting 
for big game. These are made to order and generally 
cost from $35,000 to $75,000, depending on size and op- 
tional fittings. One 54-foot long-range fishing boat 
sold for $175,000. The sale of these boats accounts for 
about one half of the Rybovich firm’s income; the 
other half comes from repair and maintenance of all 
kinds of craft. 

John Rybovich, Sr., now 80 years old, was born in 
Austria-Hungary. He left there in 1902 and came to 
Detroit, Michigan. On October 21, 1911, in New York 
City, he married Anna Pollack, daughter of Michael 
and Anna (Misaros) Pollack, who was born in Czecho- 
slovakia and came to New York in 1905. The newly- 
wed couple came to Palm Beach, Florida, to make 
their home there. John Rybovich was an expert car- 
penter and cabinetmaker, and there was plenty of 
work in the building-contractor business for nine 
months of the year. 

Henry Flagler, developer of the Palm Beaches, de- 
creed that there should be no unseemly hammering 
and sawing during the Season—the three-month win- 
ter period then enjoyed only by millionaires who came 
to Palm Beach in private railroad cars.So Mr. Rybo- 
vich took up commercial fishing during the winter 
months. His first boat had a three-horsepower engine 
and needed a new bottom, which he built. Because of 
his ability as a carpenter he was called upon to repair 
boats for other fishermen. By 1918 he had bought the 
first parcel of land where the firm is now located and 
was devoting all his time to trolling and netting fish 
commercially and repairing boats. He built his first 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


new boat, a sea skiff, in 1918, and by the early 20’s 
was building them as fast as he could turn them out, 
so much were they in demand by commercial fisher- 
men and rum runners. They held together in rough 
seas and under heavy loads, and they were fast. 

In 1919 Mr. Rybovich established the Rybovich Boat 
Works in West Palm Beach. When his sons became 
associated with him and the business was incorporated 
the name became Rybovich and Sons Boat Works, Inc. 
A great part of the success of this business is due to 
Mrs, Rybovich, who during the periods of transition 
acted as secretary-treasurer and bookkeeper and kept 
the business on an even keel. 

Mom and Pop Rybovich, as they are affectionately 
known, are the parents of five children—three sons 
and two daughters. In order of age, they are: 

1. John, Jr., born March 28, 1913 

2. Ethel, born April 24, 1915 

3. Thomas, born November 20, 1919 

4, Emil, born June 26, 1923 

5. Mary Irene, born June 17, 1925 

All were born in West Palm Beach and all gradu- 
ated from Palm Beach High School except John, who 
left school in his senior year to help his father in the 
boat yard. He had been working in the yard after 
school hours since he was ten years old. 

The Rybovich holdings, including their home, were 
wiped out in the hurricane of 1928. Pop Rybovich 
built a new house and a new boat yard, and it was 
then that Johnny left school to take on a man’s work 
with his father. They kept busy through the depression 
years and Pop even managed to hire some men, spread- 
ing out the work as much as he could in order to 
help as many as possible. 


During this period he and Johnny teamed up as 
charter-boat skippers, and so learned at first hand 
the sports fisherman’s problems. There was no such 
thing as a sports fishing boat in those days. Open 
skiffs were not practical, so everyone took to convert- 
ing cabin cruisers into fishing boats, and as money 
became more plentiful the Ryboviches were up to 
their necks in rebuilding. They learned a great deal 
while converting cabin cruisers, and the idea of pool- 
ing their knowledge to create a special fishing boat 
of their own was a’ natural outgrowth of this experi- 
ence. 

World War II interrupted the creative work of the 
Rybovich family. John, who runs the business, served 
in the Army and emerged with a Captain’s commis- 
sion. While recuperating in a San Francisco hospital, 
he devised a new method of wire bracing for all-metal 
outriggers. Tom, the designer of the boats, served in 
the 15th Air Force as pilot of a B-17 and saw plenty 
of action over Italy, He was a group commander and 
received many citations, including the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. Emil, who handles the mechanical end 
of the business was in Air-Sea Rescue in the Air 
Force. 


While his sons were in the service Pop not only 
had to run his own boat yard (with the help of his 
daughters, Ethel and Irene), but he had to manage 
another yard nearby, to keep in repair the small craft 
pressed into service by the Coast Guard and Navy 
for submarine patrol work off the Florida coast. Re- 
membering the postwar shortages of World War I, 
Pop Rybovich stocked up on building materials when- 
ever he could, piling up thousands of feet of lumber 
that nobody else seemed to want at the time—good 


white oak for the frames, mahogany for planking and 
trim, teakwood from Burma for the stern deck. When 
the boys came home he was ready for them to start 
work, 

Together, in 1946, they built the first of the “modern 
series”, the Miss Chevy II, a 34-footer with an 11-foot 
beam, which was bought by C. F. (Charley) Johnson 
of Palm Beach, who owns a string of automobile 
agencies. The most noticeable characteristics of these 
boats are the sharp V shape of the bow, the smooth 
flow of the sheer, and the unusually wide beam. The 
effect in action is a flat wake, an advantage when 
trolling baits, since fish can see the lure better in a 
smooth wake. Another feature is the “fighting chair”, 
which looks somewhat like a dentist’s chair. Bolted 
to the middle of the stern deck, it is adjustable to 
many positions and has a footrest with a replaceable 
sandpaper lining to give the fisherman’s feet a firm 
grip; a gimbal socket for the rod butt. 

The fighting chair is the only stationary fitting on 
the rear deck; everything else can be removed to 
clear the deck for battle. In a Rybovich boat the 
transom door in the stern of the hull, for pulling in a 
heavy fish by the gaff hooks, is cut out like the en- 
trance to a chute in a wall, leaving the railing intact, 
and is big enough to admit a 1000-pounder. The boat 
can be controlled from three positions—the cockpit, 
the flying bridge on top of the cabin, and the tuna 
tower, a sort of crow’s nest on metal stilts rising ten 
feet above the cabin top. There is a well for live bait 
in the stern deck and an electric freezer for other 
bait. Interior cabin fittings vary according to the 
taste of the owner and are often luxurious, although 
these boats are not designed primarily for living 
aboard. Some have such conveniences as air condi- 
tioning, radio direction finder and ship-to-shore radio- 
phone. These boats are not built to win races, but 
they have plenty of speed and power. Usually fitted 
with twin engines of 250 horsepower each, they can 
out-perform most boats in the rough waters for which 
they were designed. Many users say they are the 
smoothest they ever rode in bad waters. 

One of these boats takes about four months to build, 
and only five or six are turned out in a year. When 
they started making them, the Rybovich boys thought 
there might be a limited number of sports fishermen 
willing to pay top prices for top quality, but never 
dreamed there would be so much demand for them. 
The backlog of orders is piled high. They will not 
sacrifice quality to speed up production. Speaking 
of the Rybovich boats, Charley Johnson, who has 
bought and sold several of them, says: “They’re sound 
. . . Pop Rybovich knows wood, and the boys know 
how to build. Every stick is perfect. Do you know, 
they only take one or two planks at a time from the 
dehumidifier, so the moisture content won’t vary a 
jot from one board to another . . . And there isn’t 
any calking between planks; the fit is perfect.” 

On December 29, 1949, off the Florida coast, Johnson 
took 26 sailfish with the Miss Chevy II. In 1951 he 
scored the greatest poundage and the largest number 
of points in the Cat Cay Tuna Tournament with 
another Rybovich boat. The Miss Chevy II is now 
the Sail Ahoy and still operating as the only Rybovich 
boat in charter service at West Palm Beach. The 
owners of Rybovich boats are good salesmen for the 
company, and when they want to sell they can often 
get more than they paid for a boat, due to the demand 
and rising cost of production. But the best salesmen 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


are the captains and crew who handle the boats under 
all conditions in big-game fishing. They and many 
anglers feel that in landing a giant fish the boat does 
50% of the work. 


Rybovich and Sons Boat Works occupies a total 
floor space of 25,000 square feet in several buildings 
and employs 35 to 40 men permanently in building 
and repair work. The family has joint property hold- 
ings in the firm, in land around the Palm Beaches, and 
on an island in the Bahamas, 


John Rybovich, Jr. is president of Rybovich and 
Sons Boat Works, Inc. He is a member, past president 
and a director of the West Palm Beach Fishing Club; 
a member of the Resources and Development Board 
of West Palm Beach; a member and serving on the 
Board of Governors of the Sailfish Club; and a member 
of the Flotilla Club. He was president in 1958 and a 
director for six years of the International Light 
Tackle Tournament Association and served as tourna- 
ment chairman in 1952 and ’53. As one of the founders 
of the Sailfish Conservation Club of Palm Beach, he 
received the Governor’s Award. John married Kath- 
ryn Jordahn of West Palm Beach, daughter of Mrs. 
Beatrice Jordahn, and they have two children: John 
Jordahn Rybovich, born July 26, 1946; Sally Ann, 
born October 3, 1949. John likes to pit his six-foot 
200-pound strength against big fish, especially on the 
Pacific side of Panama. 


Tom Rybovich designs all the Rybovich boats, which 
are built from his toy-like scale models without bene- 
fit of blueprint. In addition to designing each craft, 
he guides the construction and does the final sanding 
on each hull. Tom married Lucille Delburn on Sep- 
tember 22, 1951. They have four children: Cynthia 
Ann, Patricia, Terese, and Debbie. Tom’s interest in 
fishing boats ceases once his designs have been tested 
in the water. 


Emil Rybovich, the mechanic of the firm, occasion- 
ally flys the company’s four-seater amphibian plane 
to the Bahamas to do repair jobs there. He married 
Lorraine Sproul in June 1958 (his second marriage), 
and has two children: Linda Diane and Michael. Emil 
is a light-line fishing enthusiast. 


Ethel Rybovich is the wife of James A. Dodge, Mary 
Irene married Haldane McClain of West Palm Beach, 
and they have three children: Diane, Richard, and 
Sandy. 

Pop, now retired, still devotes his full time to the 
business and when conditions are right will try his 
hand again at fishing for the inshore species of fish 
available in the waters of Lake Worth. He has his 
own small inboard boat which he operates himself. 


JOHN H. COUSE 


A pioneer in the refrigeration and air conditioning 
business in Palm Beach County, John H, Couse of Lake 
Worth grew up in that town which has been his home 
since he was four years old, His business is located in 
West Palm Beach. Mr. Couse is also treasurer and a 
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member of the board of directors of the Home Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Palm Beach. 

His father, Frank W. Couse, came to Lake Worth 
from Minneapolis in 1912, and like many other men of 
those days engaged in a variety of occupations. At 
different times he was a boat operator, a road build- 
ing contractor, and a réal estate broker. He served on 
the committee on the establishment of the route for 
the federal highway through Palm Beach County and 
was interested and active in all the community affairs 
of Lake Worth. In short, he was one of the town 
fathers. He died in 1936. 

John H. Couse was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
December 31, 1908. His mother, Hannah M, (Harven) 
Couse, is living in Lake Worth. Coming to Florida 
with his parents in 1912, John was educated in the 
public schools of Lake Worth and graduated from high 
school there in 1927. He subsequently made a special 
study of the science of refrigeration and in 1931 estab- 
lished his firm; John H. Couse, Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning, Inc., located at 308 Fern Street, West 
Palm Beach, where he is still doing business. He is a 
life member of the American Society of Refrigerating 
Engineers 

Like his father, John Couse is active in civic affairs, 
as evidenced by his having received the Citizenship 
Award of the Lake Worth Post of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, As a high school student he was promi- 
nent in athletics and still maintains a special interest 
in this field, being a member of Florida A.A.U., past 
president of Lake Worth Swimming Association, and 
a member of the Trojan Twenty Club, a group of 
twenty men who support all athletics at Lake Worth 
High School, Fishing is his favorite recreation and his 
hobby is Lake Worth Band, The new Band Building 
at Lake Worth High School was dedicated to Mr. 
Couse on January 31st, 1960. He has been enrolled in 
the Book of Golden Deeds of the Exchange Club of 
Lake Worth. He is a member of the First Congrega- 
tional Church of Lake Worth. Mrs. Couse has been 
actively interested in the work of the local Red Cross 
unit. 

In Minneapolis on October 31, 1929, John H. Couse 
married Barnetta Sparks, daughter of James M. and 
Theresa (Benline) Sparks of Buffalo, New York. Two 
daughters were born to Mr. and Mrs, Couse in Lake 
Worth. 

Margy Louise Couse, born October 6, 1932, grad- 
uated from Lake Worth High School and from the 
University of Florida and holds a Bachelor’s and a 
Master’s degree in Science. She married Paul E. Biel- 
ling of Lake Butler, Florida, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Florida, who served in the Marine Corps 
and is now in the United States Forestry Service. 

Barbara Jean Couse was born May 24, 1935. She 
also graduated from Lake Worth High School and 
from the University of Florida with a Bachelor of 
Science degree, and is married to David Evans of Lake 
Worth, who served in the United States Army, ter- 
minating his service in January 1960, and is now 
completing his studies at the University of Florida. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


ROBERT FREDERICK CROMWELL 


President and director of the Community Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Riviera Beach, Rob- 
ert F, Cromwell is also senior member of the law firm 
of Cromwell, Remsen and Johnson, a partner in the 
general insurance firm of Cromwell and Griffin, both 
located in Riviera Beach, and is a director of the Rivi- 
era Beach Bank and the First American Bank of North 
Palm Beach. 

Mr. Cromwell was born in Evansville, Indiana, Oc- 
tober 16, 1918, son of John Frederick and Irene Mag- 
dalene (Damm) Cromwell. His father was born in 
Cromwell, Kentucky, and died in 1920. His mother, 
born in Evansville, Indiana, died in 1929, leaving Rob- 
ert an orphan at the age of eleven. He graduated from 
Palm Beach High School in 1938 and received a Bach- 
elor of Science degree in Business Administration from 
the University of Florida in 1942. During his years in 
college he excelled in boxing and was a member of 
the Reserve Officers Training Corps. 

World War II being in progress when he graduated 
from college, Robert Cromwell received his commis- 
sion from the R.O.T.C, of the University of Florida 
as a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artillery. He 
transferred to the Air Force and served as a pilot in 
the 349th Troop Carrier Group, transporting cargo and 
troops to overseas points, and was an instructor at 
Sedalia, Missouri, for five months. He also saw service 
in England and France and on December 27, 1945, was 
transferred to the Air Force Reserve with the rank 
of Captain. 

After his release from the service Mr. Cromwell re- 
turned to the University of Florida to study law, and 
received his LL.B. degree in February of 1948. He was 
admitted to the bar in the state of Florida that year 
and for the next five years carried on a private prac- 
tice of law. In 1953 he and John L, Remsen formed 
a law partnership and were joined in 1957 by Thomas 
Johnson. 

Mr. Cromwell is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida State Bar, and the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association, of which he is a past presi- 
dent. As a member of the Riviera Beach Chamber of 
Commerce he has served as president and has been a 
director of that body for the past twelve years. He is 
also a past president of the Lions Club of Riviera 
Beach, a member of the Elks Lodge #2069, the Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion, in 
which he is a Judge Advocate. 

From 1948 to 1950 Mr. Cromwell served as Town 
Clerk of Riviera Beach and has also served as a di- 
rector of the Resources Development Board of Palm 
Beach County. He wes appointed to the Board of Pilot 
Commissioners of the Port of Palm Beach by the late 
Governor McCarty and reappointed by Governor Col- 
lins. His fraternities are Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Phi 
Alpha Delta legal fraternity; his church the First 
Methodist of Riviera Beach. Fishing and hunting are 
his favorite sports. 

In Gainesville, Florida, on July 30, 1948, Robert F. 
Cromwell married Marion Pauline McKinney, who 
was born in Jacksonville May 3, 1920, A third genera- 
tion native of Florida, Mrs. Cromwell is a daughter of 
J. Mahlon McKinney, now deceased, a former attorney 
who at the time of his death was president of the 
Dixie County State Bank of Cross City. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son, Mahlon McKinney, Jr., who now 
holds that office. Mr. McKinney Sr. was born at Mayo 


in Lafayette County, Florida; his wife was born in 
Hawkinsville, Georgia. Mrs. Cromwell graduated from 
the Florida State College for Women (now Florida 
State University) in 1941 with a Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree in Education and for a year and a half taught 
school at Riviera Beach. During World War II she 
served as a yeoman in the Women’s Reserve Corps, 
stationed at Jacksonvilfe, She subsequently earned a 
Bachelor of Laws degree from the University of Flor- 
ida, was admitted to the bar in Florida in 1957, and is 
now practicing law in the Jupiter office of Cromwell, 
Remsen and Johnson, She is also Judge of the Tequesta 
Town Court. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cromwell have a son, Henry Frederick 
Cromwell, born in West Palm Beach April 14, 1951, 
now a student at the Riviera Beach Elementary School. 


J. ROY HIME 


On his initial visit to West Palm Beach, in 1925, John 
Roy Hime intended to stay over night. As President of 
J. R. Hime Electric Company, he is now in his 36th 
year of residency. His business now employs two hun- 
dred and fifty people and carries him all over the 
state of Florida. 

Born in Macon, Georgia, January 15, 1901, the son of 
John Robert and Anna (Malone) Hime, his mother still 
lives in Macon. His father died in 1910. In August, 1925, 
he came to West Palm Beach from Nashville, Tennes- 
see, where he lived from 1921 to 1925, and was identi- 
fied with the Vanderbilt Medical Research Laboratory. 
He has been in the electrical business ever since he 
came here. 

In 1946, he built the largest Hydroponic Farm in the 
United States at Hypoluxo, Florida, and operated it 
until 1958, at which time he received a contract from 
the Cuban Government for the construction and su- 
pervision of what is now the largest Hydroponic Farm 
in the world. 


Mr. Hime is on the Board of Directors of the West 
Palm Beach Savings and Loan Association, a member 
of the Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club of 
West Palm Beach, Elks Club Lodge No. 1352, and the 
Tuscawilla Club. He served in both World Wars and 
in the second war he was a pilot in the Civil Air Anti- 
Submarine Patrol. Mr. Hime is well known as a pilot 
in southeastern aviation circles. He has long over 
12,000 hours as a pilot. Most of it has been travelling 
from job to job while he flew with the Civil Air Patrol 
during the first few months after Pear] Harbor. Many 
ships were sunk off nearby shores, but the Civil Air 


Patrol helped to prevent greater losses and eventually 


helped eliminate further losses altogether. 

For recreation Mr. Hime likes to fish and fly, and he 
is a modern railroad fan. 

In Macon, Georgia, on September 10, 1919, J. Roy 
Hime married Hazel Willis, daughter of the late Ed- 
werd E. and Minnie E, Phillips. She was a graduate of 
Macon Lanier High School. They have two daughters, 
Hezel and Laura. 

Hazel graduated from Palm Beach High School and 
from the University of Georgia with an A.B. degree in 
1942, and married Frederic G. Seelmann, Jr., of Palm 
Beach, who also is a graduate of Palm Beach High 
School and the University of Florida. He served in the 
United States Air Force in World War II as a pilot 
and squadron command in the European theater and 
received several citations. His top rank was major. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


The Seelmanns have two sons, William and Robert, 
born in West Palm Beach. 


Anna Laura Hime graduated from Palm Beach High 
School and from DePauw University, Greencastle, In- 
diana, in the class of 1944 with an A.B. degree. She 
married Clarence I. Deger of Middletown, Ohio, a 
graduate of Middletown High School and the Univer- 
sity of Ohio, who was a captain in the Air Force dur- 
ing World War II. They have four children, David, 
Anna Marie, John and Laura Jean, all born in West 
Palm Beach. 


ARTHUR I. MURRAY 


Arthur I. Murray is the Vice President of A, E. and 
_R. F. Raidle, Inc., Real Estate Developers of Palm 
Beach, Florida, and a director of Intercoastal Property, 
Ine., a development company. Before coming to the 
Raidle firm Mr. Murray had long experience in property 
management. 


He was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, on Septem- 
ber 30, 1906, son of Arthur E. Murray who died in 
1946, and Katherine (Hobbs) Murray who died in 
1944. His parents, both natives of London, England, 
met in New York City where they were married, Mr. 
Murray, Sr., came to the United States from England 
as a young man, settled in New York City, and later 
lived in Jersey City. A building contractor by pro- 
fession, he built the Bancroft Hotel in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 


A. I. Murray graduated from Elizabeth High School 
in Elizabeth, New Jersey, and attended New York 
University. From 1926 to 1931 he was associated with 
his late father in the building business and afterwards, 
from 1931 to 1945, he held the position of assistant 
property manager with the Bank for Sayings in New 
York. City. Starting in 1945, he was real estate man- 
ager for Darling Sons. His association with A. E. and 
R. F. Raidle, Inc. began in 1948, continuing until this 
date, with Mr. Murray serving as vice president of 
the firm since 1957, 


Mr. Murray served in the New Jersey National 
Guard, Troup 9, 102nd Calvary, from 1926 to 1929. 
He is Executive Vice President of the Major League 
Bowling Association, Inc., a concern that owns and 
operates bowling alleys, and is also Treasurer of the 
Major League Bowling Lanes, Inc. As would be ex- 
pected, bowling is his recreation. He is a member of 
the Lake Worth Presbyterian Church. 


In Elizabeth, New Jersey, on June 9, 1928, he mar- 
ried Evelyn Kohlenberger, daughter of Henry and 
Matilda (Henel) Kohlenberger. Like her husband, 
she, too, graduated from Elizabeth High School. 


The Murrays have two children. They are: 


1. Patricia Hobbs (Murray) Vance, born in Eliza- 
beth, New Jersey, July 30, 1930, who graduated from 
the Vail Deane School for Girls in Elizabeth and from 
the University of Florida in the class of 1952. She is 
married to Howard Vance of Indiana, who is associated 
with the McKesson and Robbin drug concern. They 
have two children: Cynthia, born in West Palm Beach 
January 27, 1958; and Catherine, born October 29, 1959, 
in West Palm Beach. 

2. Judith Evelyn Murray, born in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey, January 16, 1944, a student at Lake Worth High 
School. Judith is an excellent bowler. 


T. SPENCER CROWLEY 


As vice-president and general manager of Henry C. 
Beck Company, general contractors and engineers of 
Palm Beach, with offices in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
Dallas, Texas, T, Spencer Crowley occupies a very 
important and responsible position. This company 
was the builder of the office and manufacturing build- 
ing at Pratt and Whitney Aircraft Research and De- 
velopment Center and has recently been awarded the 
contract for the Complex 34 launching facilities for 
the Saturn missile at Cape Canaveral. 

Mr, Crowley was born in Atlanta, Georgia, January 
27, 1921, son of William V. and Ann Spencer Crowley, 
both natives of Atlanta and still living there, where 
his father is vice-chairman of the Fulton National 
Bank. 

He graduated from the North Fulton High School, 
Atlanta, and from Georgia School of Technology in 
1941 with the degree of Civil Engineer. Being ripe for 
military service in that year of the United States’ 
entry into World War II, he served as a pilot in the 
Air Force in the European theater of war and came 
out in 1945 with the rank of First Lieutenant, three 
air medals and the Distinguished Flying Cross. It 
was at that time that he became associated with Henry 
C. Beck Company, one of the top-ranking engineering 
companies of the country. He was made vice-president 
and general manager in 1958. 

T. Spencer Crowley was married in Atlanta, Georgia, 
on September 19, 1942, to Margaret Croswell, daughter 
of Earl and Helen James Croswell. Mrs. Crowley is 
a graduate of North Fulton High School, Atlanta, and 
attended the University of Georgia. Mr, and Mrs. 
Crowley are the parents of five children, all born 
in Atlanta, Georgia. They are: 

1, Margaret, born November 18, 1944, a student at 
Palm Beach High School. 

2. Helen, born July 17, 1946, a student at Palm 
Beach Junior High School. 

3. T. Spencer, Jr., born December 7, 1948, attending 
Palm Beach Elementary School, 

4. Michael, born April 27, 1952, 

5. Elizabeth, born September 11, 1954. 

Mr. Crowley is a member of the 99 Club and the 
Memorial Presbyterian Church of West Palm Beach. 
Fishing and golf are his favorite sports. 


JAMES D, STURROCK 


A man who has devoted his life to his business, 
James D. Sturrock is president of Boynton Landscape 
Company, Inc, and the Boynton Nurseries, both lo- 
cated in Palm Beach County. 

He was born in Lanark, Scotland, December 8, 1901, 
son of William Sturrock who died in 1926, and Mary 
(Dunn) Sturrock who died in 1941. Both parents are 
buried in West Palm Beach. 

First to come to the United States were James 
Sturrock’s two brothers, William D. and David Stur- 
rock, who settled in Miami, Florida, in 1912. Later, 
in 1915, the brothers were joined by their parents who 
also went first to Miami. In 1918 William settled in 
West Palm Beach while David went to Cuba. The 
whole family, both father and sons, were in the 
nursery business at this time. Finally, in 1919, James 
Sturrock joined his older brother in West Palm Beach 
and eventually both parents joined the two brothers 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


in 1922. Before his arrival in West Palm Beach, James 
Sturrock had attended public and high schools in 
Miami. 

Starting at a young age, under the influence of his 
father and brothers, Mr. Sturrock devoted his lifetime 
to the nursery and landscape profession, In 1928 he 
established the Boynton Landscape Company, Inc. at 
Palm Beach, and also during this same year started 
the Boynton Nurseries at Boynton Beach. The Boyn- 
ton Landscape Company, Inc. now employs about two 
hundred people. 

Mr. Sturrock is president of Knollwood Groves, an 
orange and grapefruit business, located in Palm Beach 
County. He is a director of the First National Bank 
of Palm Beach and since 1955 has been elected con- 
tinuously to serve as president of the Palm Beach 
Town Council which he joined in 1951. He is a mem- 
ber of the Country Club of Florida, the Palm Beach 
Golf Club, the Old Guard Society, the Sailfish Club 
of Florida, and attends the Presbyterian Church. His 
recreation includes fishing, swimming, and golf. 


On May 11, 1922, in West Palm Beach, he married 
Anna May Porter, daughter of Wilfred and Marion 
(Dowling) Porter. Mrs. Sturrock graduated from Palm 
Beach High School and attended Stetson University 
at Deland, Florida. 

The Sturrocks have two children. They are: 

1. James D. Sturrock, Jr., born in West Palm Beach, 
June 30, 1923, graduated from Palm Beach High School. 
While attending the University of Florida he enlisted 
in the United States Air Force during the Second 
World War and served as‘a pilot in the Eighth Air 
Force in the European theater of operations, with top 
rank of First Lieutenant. After the war he became 
associated with his father as Vice President of Boynton 
Landscape Company, Inc. His wife, June McKenna of 
Palm Beach, is the daughter of E. R. McKenna, post- 
master of Palm Beach, and Alice (Lummas) McKenna. 
James and Alice Sturrock, have one daughter, Alice 
Sturrock. 

2. Marion Sturrock, born in West Palm Beach during 
January of 1927. She graduated from Palm Beach High 
School and attended Stetson University. She married 
Robert R. Horner, a graduate of West Point Military 
Academy who served in the Occupation Forces in 
Europe. He resigned from the Army to join the Boyn- 
ton Landscape Company, Inc., and now acts as secre- 
tary-treasurer of the company. He is also general man- 
ager of the Maintenance Department in Boynton. The 
Horners have two children: Sandra and Robert, Jr., 
born in West Palm Beach and attending Palm Beach 
public schools. 


EGBERT BEALL 


City Attorney of West Palm Beach and senior mem- 
ber of the Beall, Callaway, and Beall law firm is 
Egbert Beall, a long-time political servant of com- 
munity, state, and federal government. 

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, December 29, 1893, he is 
the son of Egbert Beall and Lily Gray Beall. His 
father, who died in 1923, served in the Confederate 
Army during the Civil War and was a retired mer- 
chant in Jackson County, Georgia. His mother, who 
died in 1946, is buried in Jefferson, Jackson County, 
Georgia, with her husband. 

After graduating from Clarksville High School in 
Clarksville, Georgia, Mr. Beall attended Piedmont Col- 
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lege at Demorest, Georgia, and in 1916 was admitted 
to the Georgia Bar. From 1917 to 1919 he served as 
a Lieutenant in the Fifth Division of the United 
States Army during World War I, and in the Army 
of Occupation. 

He began practicing law in Georgia in 1917, and 
did so until December 5, 1925, when he was admitted 
to the Florida Bar. From this time until presently, 
Mr, Beall has worked and resided in West Palm Beach, 
where he is a member of the Beall, Callaway, and 
Beall law firm. 

In 1942 he graduated from Northwestern University 
in Evanston, Illinois, after taking a series of special 
language courses. He also had some language training 
at Schrivingham University in England. After gradu- 
ation, from August of 1942 to 1946 he served in World 
War II as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Military Govern- 
ment attached to General Patton’s Third Armored 
Division and after the war spent an additional two 
years in the Army of Occupation in Bavaria. 

In May of 1951 he was admitted to the bar of the 
United States Supreme Court, and is also a member 
of all State or Federal courts in Georgia and Florida. 
He was appointed City Attorney for West Palm Beach 
in 1954 and is still in office. Presently, he is a member 
of the American Bar Association, the Florida Bar 
Association, the Palm Beach County Bar Association, 
and the Municipal Section of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation. 

He belongs to the West Palm Beach American 
Legion Post, is past Exalted Ruler of Elks Lodge 
#1352, and is a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
A past president of the Civitan Club, he also serves 
on the Board of Deacons of the West Palm Beach First 
Baptist Church, and is past president of the Palm 
Beach County Crippled Children’s Association. He is 
a member of the Municipal Tri-County League, the 
Florida Municipal Association, the National Municipal 
Association, and the West Palm Beach Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Beall enjoys deep sea fishing as his 
hobby. 

He was married in West Palm Beach on February 
27, 1929, to Evelyn Harris of Winder, Georgia, daugh- 
ter of E. S. and Cammie (Perry) Harris. Mrs. Beall 
attended Agnes Scott College in Decatur, Georgia. 
The Bealls have two children, They are: 

1. Martha Beall, born in West Palm Beach in 1930, 
graduated from Palm Beach High School and Furman 
University in Greenville, South Carolina. She and 
her husband, Charles Lee, have one daughter, Elizabeth 
Lee, born in 1956. 

2. Charles Beall, born in West Palm Beach in 1934, 
graduated from Palm Beach High School, the Univer- 
sity of Florida with an A.B, degree, and Stetson Uni- 
versity Law School with an LL.B degree. He is now 
a member of the Beall, Callaway, and Beall law firm. 


EDWARD RIDGE McKENNA, SR. 


Now approaching the quarter-century mark as Post- 
master of Palm Beach, Edward Ridge McKenna, Sr. 
is a son of one of the early pioneers of the Palm 
Beach area whose name appears on a bronze tablet 
in Pioneer Park, West Palm Beach, listing the first 
forty-two pioneers to arrive in this section between 
1873 and 1886. Mr, McKenna is widely known through- 
out the section and highly esteemed by his many 
friends and associates for the contributions he has: 
made to the general welfare. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


He was born in Palm Beach March 1, 1896, son of 
John Purcell McKenna, a native of Dublin, Ireland, 
where he was born June 11, 1850; and Eleanor Ridge 
(Bagnall) McKenna, who was born in London, Eng- 
land, April 1, 1862. An account of John P. McKenna 
and family, the larger part of which is taken from the 
History of Beautiful Palm Beach by J. Wadsworth 
Travers (Palm Beach Press, February 1928), follows 
in a separate sketch, 

Edward McKenna attended Palm Beach High School 
in 1912 and took a course at Massey Business College 
in Jacksonville, after which he entered the construc- 
tion business in Palm Beach and was so engaged for 
fourteen years, being a partner in several companies 
during that time. 

Mr. McKenna’s public service began in 1923, when 
he was appointed to the Town Council of Palm Beach, 
in which he served for two years. From 1931 to 1936 
he was an official in the Public Works Department of 
the Town of Palm Beach, and on March 20, 1936, was 
appointed Postmaster of Palm Beach by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

His military service began back in 1914 as a member 
of the National Guard, Company L, Second Florida 
Infantry, with which outfit he served on the Mexican 
border in 1916. On May 18, 1917, he enlisted in the 
Regular Army at Fort Screven, Georgia, and served 
in France in World War I with the American Ex- 
peditionary Force, Advance Section, Services of Sup- 
plies, from October 3, 1917, to June 15, 1919, and was 
discharged at Camp Lee, Virginia, July 15, 1919, with 
the rating of Wreath Sergeant, Quartermaster Corps. 

Mr. McKenna is a member of the National Associa- 
tion of Postmasters, the Florida Historical Society, 
Palm Beach County Historical Society, Lake Worth 
Pioneers Association, and Palm Beach Post #12 of the 
American Legion. He attends the Catholic Church. 

He was married in Washington, D.C., September 6, 
1924, to Alice Leona Loomis, who was born October 
6, 1904, in Washington, D.C., daughter of DeWitt 
Charles Loomis, born in Oswego, New York, Septem- 
ber 23, 1864, and Maud (Morris) Loomis, born in 
Manchester, Indiana, April 18, 1865. Two children 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. McKenna: 


1. June Magdalen (now Mrs. James D. Sturrock, 
Jr.), on August 22, 1925, in West Palm Beach. She 
and her husband have one child, Alice, born March 
25, 1947, at Palm Beach, Florida, 


2, Edward Ridge McKenna, Jr., born July 16, 1927, in 
Washington, D.C, He married Martha Toll Lainhart, 
born in West Palm Beach October 23, 1927, and they 
have two children: 1) Elizabeth Cornell, born in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, November 10, 1953, and 2) Lynne 
Purcell, born at Palm Beach Shores, near West Palm 
Beach, August 15, 1957. Edward McKenna, Jr. and his 
family reside at 324 Sandal Lane, Palm Beach Shores, 
Florida. 


EARL DOUGLAS STEWART 


Earl Douglas Stewart, founder and president of the 
Stewart Pontiac Company of West Palm Beach, has 
been in the automobile sales field for forty-five years, 
starting in Detroit in 1914. His father was associated 
with Dodge Brothers at Detroit in the electrical de- 
partment of the business for twenty-five years. 

Earl Stewart was born in Cleveland, Ohio, Septem- 
ber 23, 1892, son of Douglas H. and Julia Etta (Guest) 


Stewart. His mother died in 1938 and is buried in De- 
troit, Michigan. After her death Douglas Stewart re- 
tired and came to West Palm Beach to live with his 
son. He died in 1956 and is buried in West Palm Beach. 

After graduating from Central High School in De- 
troit, Michigan, Earl Stewart attended the Detroit Col- 
lege of Law for three years and was admitted to the 
Theta Lambda Phi law fraternity, a membership he 
still retains although he has never practiced law. 

In 1914 he entered the automobile industry in Detroit 
as a field representative for Maxwell Motor Company. 
He joined Dodge Brothers in Detroit in 1915 as a 
national car distributor, and after about two years 
went to Springfield, Massachusetts, as manager for the 
Dodge Brothers distributor there. In 1920 he became 
wholesale manager for the Dodge distributor in To- 
ledo, Ohio, and one year later transferred to the Sales 
Department of the Buick agency in Toledo, a position 
he held for five years. In 1926 he became general man- 
ager for Pontiac in Toledo and served in that capacity 
for ten years. He came to Florida in February of 1937 
and with Lawrence Obee established the Stewart- 
Obee Pontiac Company in West Palm Beach. In 1941 
he bought out Mr. Obee’s interests in the company 
and since then has carried on as Stewart Pontiac Com- 
pany. He employs an average of forty people. His older 
son, Douglas Earl, is now manager of the company, and 
his younger son, Earl D., works with him during 
vacation time from school. 

Mr. Stewart is married and has four children: 

1, Douglas Earl, born in Detroit, graduated from 
Northwestern High School and the University of De- 
troit. He is married and has a son, Douglas, Jr. 

2. Mary Louise, now Mrs. Roy Hoskins of Chicago. 

3. Earl D., Jr., born in West Palm Beach, graduated 
from Palm Beach High School and is a student at the 
University of Florida. 


4, Barbara Jean, born in West Palm Beach, attends 
Palm Beach Junior High School. 

Mr. Stewart is a past president of the Automobile 
Dealers Association of West Palm Beach, a member 
of the Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, the Elks 
Lodge of West Palm Beach, the Old Timers Club, Palm 
Beach Golf Club, West Palm Beach Country Club, 
and the Sailfish Club of Florida. He attends the Chris- 
tian Science Church. 


. RK. F. RAIDLE 


The President of A. E. and R. F. Raidle, Inc., one 
of the largest realty agencies in the state of Florida, 
is Royal Fremont Raidle, who rates high among the 
most prominent business men of Palm Beach. Born 
December 11, 1917, in Gibbs City, Michigan, he is the 
son of Ame Eugene Raidle, now deceased, and Bessie 
Mae (Gibbs) Raidle, 

He graduated from Stetson University in DeLand, 
Florida, with his LL.B. degree in 1939, and was ad- 
mitted to the Florida Bar during this same year. 
Starting in 1939 he practiced law in Lake Worth, 
Florida, and also began his career as a real estate 
and insurance broker in Lake Worth and Palm Beach, 
until 1941, when he entered the Infantry. During 
the war he served in the European Theater of Opera- 
tions and in Africa until 1945 and was released with 
the rank of Captain. 

He is now president of the realty firm of A. E. 
and R. F. Raidle, Inc. with office at 205 Worth Avenue 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


in Palm Beach, He holds partnerships in B. M. and 
R. F. Raidle at 311 North Dixie Highway in Lake 
Worth, and also in Raidle-Cook Insurance, Inc. at this 
same address. 

Mr. Raidle is vice president and director of the 
Royal American Corporation, located at 40 Wall Street, 
New York City; president of the Shaker Corporation, 
the Molder Corporation, and the Paul Mar Corpora- 
tion. He is also president of Major League Bowling 
Association, Inc., with alleys at Winston-Salem, Gas- 
tonia and Chapel Hill, North Carolina; Savannah, Geor- 
gia; and Lake Worth, Florida. 

He is a member of the Palm Beach and Lake Worth 
Chambers of Commerce, the 99 Club of Palm Beach, 
the Palm Beach Athletic Club, the Sailfish Club of 
Florida, Palm Beach, and the Memorial Presbyterian 
Church of Palm Beach. He is very much interested in 
golf and owns his own boat, the “Doris C,” which he 
uses for sports fishing, another of his favorite recrea- 
tional hobbies. He travels extensively throughout the 
state in the Raidle Company’s plane, the “Aero Com- 
mander.” 

On March 10, 1946, he married Doris Crocker, 
daughter of William Edward and Mary (Gill) Crocker. 
The Raidles now have three children. They are: 

1. Paula Ame Raidle, born September 29, 1949, in 
Jacksonville, Florida, a student in Palm Beach public 


‘school. 


2. Marcia Lynn Raidle, born January 22, 1954, in West 
Palm Beach, a student of the Progressive School in 
West Palm Beach. 

3. Royal Fremont Raidle, Jr., born July 2, 1956, in 
West Palm Beach. 


JOHN PURCELL McKENNA and FAMILY 


A pioneer settler of’ Palm Beach, John Purcell 
McKenna was a colorful figure and enjoyed an ad- 
venturous career as a young man. Born in Dublin, 
Ireland, June 11, 1850, he came to the United States 
in 1865 and became a citizen in 1877. After serving 
with the United States Army in uprisings in the West, 
he established himself on a ranch near El Paso, Texas, 
and worked the ranch until he came to Florida. 

In October 1885 he arrived on Lake Worth on the 
schooner “Mary B”, and was joined the following 
January, 1886, by his brother, Christopher C, Mc- 
Kenna. They both left the following June but John 
returned in 1889, bringing with him his bride, Eleanor 
Ridge (Bagnall) McKenna, who was born April 1, 
1862, in London, England. They settled on Government 
Lot #3 on Lake Worth, about a mile south of the 
present inlet. On August 9, 1890, their first son, John 
P, A. McKenna, was born. He was the first Catholic 
child born on Lake Worth and the Reverend C. M. 
Widman, Jesuit missionary, came from Jacksonville 
in a fishing boat to christen him. 

Mr. McKenna then homesteaded on the west shore 
of Lake Worth about four miles south of the town 
of West Palm Beach and secured his patent from the 
United States Government to 160 acres of land. It 
was on this homestead that their second child, Mary 
Teresa, was born, 

After securing title to the homestead, the McKennas 
with their two children went to live in their new 
two-and-a-half story house, “Laguna Vista”, on the 
north side of the Garden of Eden which they had 
built facing Lake Worth, and where their three 
younger children were born, namely Edward Ridge, 


Eleanor Bagnall, and Jessie Agnes. The McKenna 
family lived in this house until 1923, when they sold 
the property, which covered 208 feet on lake and 
ocean, to Mr. Gurnee Munn. Mr. McKenna _ then 
bought the residence located at the corner of Dunbar 
Road and Palm Beach Avenue North, Palm Beach. 

In 1902 Thomas P, McKenna, eldest brother of John 
P., who was in ill health and had been told by his 
New York physician that he would not live six 
months, retired from business and came to Lake Worth 
(the name by which the whole area from the head 
of the lake to Boynton was known at that time), 
seeking health. He lived twenty years longer and 
passed awaty in 1921 at the age of eighty-two. 

Three of the McKenna children attended the first 
school built on Squire Hoagland’s place, about 1896 
to 1900, and also the schools in West Palm Beach. 
Teresa went to school in Belgium and in later years 
attended college, graduating from the University of 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, in 1926. 

During the Mexican trouble in 1916 the two Mc- 
Kenna boys went with Company L to the Mexican 
border and were stationed at Laredo, Texas, When 
World War I broke out they were both Reserves. 
Edward saw duty in France with the Quartermaster 
Corps and Alderson went to Camp Hancock in Au- 
gusta, Georgia. Wishing to do their bit for their coun- 
try, Teresa and Eleanor went to Washington to accept 
appointments under the Civil Service. ‘ieresa was in 
the Foreign Mails, Post Office Department, and Elea- 
nor served in the office of the Quartermaster-General 
of the Army for the duration of the war. Jessie was 
in high school in West Palm Beach at that time. 

J. P. Alderson McKenna, the eldest son, married 
Anna V. Waldron of Providence, Rhode Island. Edward 
Ridge McKenna married Alice Loomis of McLean, 
Virginia. Eleanor married Andrews Pickens Talley. 
Jessie married Thomas R, Foy of Paducah, Kentucky, 
in 1922 and died August 29, 1924. 

John P. McKenna had a farm and citrus grove in 
the Palm Beach <rea. He died October 18, 1931, pre- 
ceded in death by his faithful,wife on July 30, 1931. 


DON A. WILSON 


The owner of the Don Wilson Lincoln-Mercury 
dealership in West Palm Beach is continuing in Flor- 
ida the line of business which his father established 
in Dearborn, Michigan, and still carries on there. 

Stuart E. Wilson is a prominent citizen of Dearborn, 
his birthplace, where he has large real estate holdings 
as well as his business place, and is a former presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Commerce. Don’s mother, 
Laura Meyer Wilson, is also a native of Dearborn, 
Michigan, and a member of a prominent family. One 
of the main streets in Detroit, Meyer’s Road, was 
named for her father, Augustus Meyer. 

Don was born in Detroit, Michigan, June 2, 1932, 
and graduated from Dearborn High School. Coming 
to Florida in 1950, he attended Rollins College, Winter 
Park, and was graduated from there in 1954. He 
returned to Dearborn and became vice-president and 
general manager of Stuart Wilson, Inc., his father’s 
Ford agency. In January of 1959 he came to West 
Palm Beach and established his own Mercury, Edsel, 
Lincoln agency there under the name of Don Wilson 
M-E-L Sales, Inc. He employs fifty persons. 

Don Wilson is prominent in speedboat racing and 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


is the driver of “Miss U.S. 1 Unlimited,” a hydroplane 
noted for its performance in races at Seattle and De- 
troit, and in fact all over the country. He plans to 
enter his speedboat in a race in Italy this year (1960). 
Mr. Wilson formerly drove a speedboat owned by 
Horace Dodge, a resident of Palm Beach. 

He is a member of the American Powerboat Asso- 
ciation of Detroit, the Detroit Yacht Club, the West 
Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce and the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, the Palm Beach Fraternal 
Order of Police, the Coral Beach Club of Palm Beach, 
and the Sailfish Club of Florida of Palm Beach; also a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, the ODEO a 
national men’s leadership fraternity, and Pi Gamma 
Mu, a national society science fraternity. 

On April 9, 1957, Don A. Wilson married Sandra 
Taylor, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John A. Taylor of 
Clearwater, Florida, who is a graduate of Miss Harris’s 
School for Girls in Miami and of Rollins College, class 
of 1957. 


EDWARD H. COCHRANE 


When Edward H. Cochrane came to West Palm 
Beach eleven years ago, in January 1949, and estab- 
lished the Cochrane Buick Company, he had seventeen 
years experience in the automobile business behind 
him. 

Mr. Cochrane comes from Charlotte, North Carolina, 
where he was born October 18, 1907. His father, 
Edward Grier Cochrane, a native of North Carolina, 
established the first hardware store in Charlotte as a 
young man, He died in 1953 at the age of 72, Eleanor 
Reynolds Cochrane, wife of Edward Grier and mother 
of Edward H., is a native of Mecklenburg, North 
Carolina, where her great-great-great grandfather. 
James P, Caldwell, was given a grant of land in 1689 
by the King of England. The old homestead and a 
part of the original grant is still retained by the family. 

Edward H. Cochrane graduated from a preparatory 
school in Hendersonville, North Carolina, the Blue 
Ridge School for Boys. He later attended General 
Motors Institute at Flint, Michigan, and, beginning in 
1931, worked for General Motors Corporation in var- 
ious fields and in six different areas over a period of 
more than seventeen years. While at Atlanta, Georgia, 
he was general manager of the southeastern area, 
comprising eight southern states. In January 1949 
he came to West Palm Beach and established his own 
Buick agency, and has carried on a successful business 
there since then. 

Mr. Cochrane is a member and past president of 
the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, a mem- 
ber of the Kiwanis Club, Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church, the Everglades Club and the Coral Beach Club. 
He finds relaxation in golf and fishing, 

On December 3, 1954, at Kennilworth, Illinois, Mr. 
Cochrane married Marjorie Lee Channer of Kennil- 
worth, who is a direct descendant of General Robert 
E. Lee. She is a graduate of the Ogontz School, Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. 

By a former marriage Mr. Cochrane has two daugh- 
ters: 

1. Susan Arrington Cochrane, born in Atlanta, 
Georgia, September 13, 1936, who in December 1958 
married Samuel Evans of Atlanta. 

2. Elizabeth Cochrane, born July 9, 1941, a graduate 
of Graham-Eckes School, Palm Beach, and now a 
student at Sweet Briar College, Lynchburg, Virginia. 
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JOHN LOCKWOOD REMSEN 


A member of the law firm of Cromwell, Remsen and 
Johnson, John Lockwood Remsen is a cum laude 
graduate of the University of Miami, where he re- 
ceived his LL.B. degree in 1953, and has been prac- 
ticing law in Riviera Beach since then. Mr. Remsen 
was formerly a professional singer. 

He was born in New Brunswick, New Jersey, April 
5, 1928, son of Frank W. and Helen (Lockwood) Rem- 
sen, His parents moved to Lake Worth, Florida, when 
he was a boy, and he graduated from Lake Worth High 
School and Palm Beach Junior College, then went on 
to the University of Miami. Somewhere along the line 
he did a stretch in the United States Marine Corps, 
but was too young for World War II. 

Mr. Remsen is a member of the American, the Flor- 
ida, and the Palm Beach County Bar Associations. 
president of the latter for 1960-61, and is serving on 
the board of directors of the Palm Beach County Legal 
Aid Society. His compassion for the unfortunate and 
afflicted is further indicated by the fact that he is a 
director of the Palm Beach County unit of the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society and of the National Foundation for 
Polio in Palm Beach County. In 1960 he was elected 
to the Palm Beach County Board of Public Instruction. 

He is a past president of the Kiwanis Club of Riviera 
Beach, past Exalted Ruler of Elks Lodge #2069 of 
Riviera Beach, past president of both the Junior and 
the Senior Chambers of Commerce of Riviera Beach, 
and a member of Immanuel Presbyterian Church. 
Playing tennis is his favorite recreation. 


Mr. Remsen was married in West Palm Beach on 
September 9, 1951, to Dorothy Vassar, a native of West 
Palm Beach, daughter of Mitchell and Ruby (Brock) 
Vassar. Mrs. Remsen is a graduate of Palm Beach 
High School in the class of 1946, The Remsens have 
two children: John L., Jr., born September 2, 1958; 
Helen Michelle, born June 6, 1959. The family resides 
at 1271 Yacht Harbor Drive, Riviera Beach. 


ROBERT C. VALIER 


Robert C, Valier, founder and president of Surf 
Beverages, Inc. of West Palm Beach, wholesale dis- 
tributors of Schlitz beer, is also president and a 
director of the Beer Industry of Florida, a director of 
Atlantic National Bank of West Palm Beach and a 
director of Alfar Creamery. He has been a resident 
of Palm Beach since 1919, when his father, Louis A. 
Valier, came to this beautiful city from St. Louis, 
Missouri, where he was associated with the flour 
milling business. He, also, was a director of the At- 
lantic National Bank and the Alfar Creamery in West 
Palm Beach, Robert’s mother, Minna Rassfeld Valier, 
died in December, 1950; his father in May, 1952. Both 
are buried in West Palm Beach. 

Born in St. Louis, Missouri, December 3, 1904, 
Robert Valier attended public school there and in 
West Palm Beach and finally the Asheville School 
for Boys in Asheville, North Carolina. For 12 years 
he ran the Artisans Shop in Biltmore Forest, North 
Carolina, a business which produced handmade furni- 
ture and wood carving. During World War II, from 
1941 to 1943, he was with Fairchild Aircraft at Burl- 
ington, North Carolina, 

Mr. Valier’s connection with the brewery business 
began in 1943, when he became district manager for 
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SHE BASTE COAST OF FLORIDA 


the Joseph Schlitz Brewing Company in Louisiana 
and Mississippi. In October of 1946 he returned to 
West Palm Beach and established his wholesale dis- 
tributorship for “the beer that made Milwaukee fam- 
ous” under the refreshing name of Surf Beverages, 
Inc, He was president of Beer Industry of Florida 
from 1953 to 1960. 

In Louisville, Kentucky, on November 30, 1928, 
Robert Valier married Alice Hayward, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs, Thomas E. Hayward. He is a member 
and treasurer of the West Palm Beach Rotary Club 
for 1959-60 and a director and secretary of the Tus- 
cawilla Club. Boating and golf are his favorite leisure 
time activities, 


ANDREW WALTON GARNETT 


Andrew Walton Garnett left Cadiz, Trigg County, 
Kentucky, in January of 1885 at the age of twenty with 
a small inheritance (both parents having died) and an 
ambition to establish a citrus grove in Florida, He was 
accompanied by James Edward (Ed) Hamilton and 
James L. (Jim) Porter. The cold winter influenced 
their decision to go farther south than central Florida, 
and in June, 1885, the three purchased adjoining six- 
acre tracts at $200 per tract on the west shore of Lake 
Worth at Hypoluxo. The three men resided there until 
their deaths. 

Death came soon to Ed Hamilton, who lost his life 
in 1887 while carrying the mail on foot and by boat 
along the beach from Palm Beach to Miami. Garnett, 
who was the first postmaster at Hypoluxo and who was 
living with Hamilton at this time, was a bondsman 
along with Charlie Pierce who lived with his parents 
on Hypoluxo Island. Garnett and Pierce completed 
Hamilton’s two year contract for carrying the mail. 

Andrew Garnett kept his accounts solvent by veg- 
etable farming in the winter and clerkiny in Brels- 
fords’ store in Palm Beach and M. B. Lyman’s store in 
Lantana until his citrus groves reached production. In 
1886 Porter homesteaded 160 acres west of his lake- 
shore property and Garnett took a similar homestead 
adjoining Porter’s to the north. The Garnett homestead 
became Greynold’s Highlands during the “boom” and 
is presently Lyndon Lanes. In 1894 he purchased forty 
acres for $400 on Lake Osborne for another citrus 
grove. 

On a return visit in 1896, he married Lillie M, More- 
head of Mayfield, Kentucky, who was teaching school 
with his sister. Their children are: Irl B. Garnett, 
Hypoluxo; Roy E. Garnett, Lake Worth; Lewis W. Gar- 
nett, Miami; A. Leland Garnett, Waynesville, North 
Carolina; and Margaret Garnett Harris (Mrs. Clyde 
Harris), West Palm Beach. 

Andrew Garnett was treasurer of Dade County from 
1894 to 1896. He was a member of the Dade County 
School Board from 1898 to 1902. He represented the 
area around Lake Worth and went to the meetings in 
Miami by train, going down one day and returning the 
next. He was the postmaster at Hypoluxo for about 
ten years and kept a weather reporting station for 
many years before turning it over to his brother, 
James, His chief vocational interest was in horticulture, 
He experimented in the growing of many tropical 
fruits for his own use and for commercial purposes. 
He and his wife were charter members of the Boynton 
Methodist Church and active in all of its work. His 
death occurred at his home in 1940 and that of his wife 
at the home of their daughter in 1957. 


ROY E. GARNETT 


The President of the First National Bank in Lake 
Worth, Roy E. Garnett, has held that position now 
for twenty-three years and has been associated with 
banking since 1923. He has since 1937 been a director 
of the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Lake Worth and is also a director of the Riviera Beach 
Bank and the First American Bank of North Palm 
Beach. He is a past chairman of Group Six of the 
Florida Bankers Association. 

Mr. Garnett is a native of Hypoluxo, Palm Beach 
County, where he was born November 16, 1901. His 
father, Andrew’W. Garnett, born in Kentucky. was a 
pioneer settler of Hypoluxo, homesteading there in 
1885 at the age of twenty years. He came from Ken- 
tucky with Ed Hamilton, the “barefoot mailman”, 
who lost his life at the Hillsborough Inlet in 1887. 
Mr. Garnett was Hamilton’s bondsman, and he carried 
the mail from Hypoluxo to Miami for the remainder 
of the two year term. A fruit and vegetable grower, he 
also served as treasurer and school board member 
when Dade County included this area. Andrew 
Garnett died in 1940 at the age of 75. His wife, who 
was Lillie Morehead, also a native of Kentucky, died 
in 1957 at the age of 88, 

Roy Garnett attended and graduated from the Palm 
Beach High School and also attended the University of 
Florida, He started his banking career in 1923 at the 
First National Bank of Lake Worth. During the de- 
pression years, from 1927 to 1936, he liquidated banks 
for the United States Government in Florida and 
Alabama. On June 4, 1936, he opened the doors of 
the First National Bank in Lake Worth as its Cashier, 
and one year later, in June 1937, became President 
of the bank. 

Serving on the Lake Worth Library Board for the 
past twenty years has been one of the most satisfying 
payments on his debt to Lake Worth for the privilege 
of living in the City. He was treasurer at the time of 
erecting the beautiful Library building and has served 
in this office since. 

Mr. Garnett is a past president of the Lake Worth 
Rotary Club; past vice-president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, of which he has served as treasurer for the 
past three years; a Lay Leader at Calvary Methodist 
Church; and a member of the Advisory Board of Dr. 
E. C. Nance’s Florida East Coast History, 

He was married to Vivian J. Boutelle, daughter of 
Clinton T. and Eliza Lyon Boutelle of Groton, Massa- 
chusetts. Mrs. Garnett died December 26, 1954. An only 
daughter, Lillian Inez Garnett, was graduated from 
Lake Worth High School; attended Meredith College, 
Raleigh, North Carolina; and received her BSBA de- 
gree from the University of Florida, where she was a 
member of Delta Gamma sorority. She is assistant vice 
president of the First Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociation of Lake Worth. 

On August 14, 1960, Miss Garnett married Allen O. 
Nelson, son of Mr. and Mrs, John E, Nelson of Delray 
Beach. The wedding was held at Shady Grove Meth- 
odist Church in Waynesville, North Carolina. Mr. Nel- 
son is principal of Palm Springs School, Palm Beach 
County. He attended the University of Florida and 
received his BS and MS degrees in Education from 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Florida State University. His fraternity is Phi Delta 
Kappa and he is a member of the Exchange Club of 
Lake Worth. 

Mr. Garnett lives at 154 Bryn Mawr Drive, Lake 
Worth. He enjoys spending his leisure hours doing a 
bit of gardening, swimming, and boating. 


LAWRENCE T. McGEE 


Chairman of the Board of Directors of the First Fed- 
eral Savings and Loan Association of Lake Worth since 
1957, Lawrence T. McGee was one of the organizers 
of this bank twenty years earlier. Mr. McGee is a law- 
yer by profession, and has practiced as such in Palm 
Beach County continuously since 1924, the year he 
moved to Lake Worth from Salem, Missouri, where he 
was born in 1884. His parents were William Thomas 
and Martha Pemberton McGee. 

After he graduated from Salem High School in Salem, 
Missouri, Lawrence McGee studied law, was admitted 
to the bar of the state of Missouri at Houston in 1904, 
and practiced law in Salem until 1924. During that 
period of time he was elected State’s Attorney in 1908 
and twice re-elected. 

In Lake Worth Mr. McGee served as City Attorney 
for two years, 1930-32. In 1937 he helped to organize 
the Lake Worth Federal Savings and Loan Association, 
the name of which was later changed to First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Lake Worth. He was 
elected a member of the Board of Directors and was 
a vice-president of this association for some time, be- 
coming Chairman of the Board in 1957. 

At the time the Lake Worth Library was organized 
as a municipal library, in 1926, Mr. McGee became a 
member of the Library Board, and in 1927 was elected 
president of the board, a position he still holds. In 
1940 a new library building was erected at the corner 
of Lucerne and M Streets, and this was done without 
any expense to the taxpayers of Lake Worth and with- 
out any contribution from the federal or state govern- 
ment. 

Mr. McGee is a member of the American Bar, the 
Florida State Bar, and the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association. He is a 32nd degree Blue Lodge Mason 
of Salem, Missouri, a member of Lake Worth Consis- 
tory since 1926, and was formerly a member of Mahi 
Temple Shrine. As a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Lake Worth, he has served a number of 
years as president of the Board of Trustees and is now 
an elder of the church. 

Lawrence T, McGee was married at Festus, Missouri, 
in 1910 to Pearl Elmer, daughter of W, J. and Sarah 
Wagoner Elmer. He has three sons: L. Frank, who is 
practicing law with his father, having been admitted 
to the Florida bar in 1937; Lotus H., a dentist prac- 
ticing in Lake Worth; and Jack E., now the City Tax 
Assessor of Lake Worth. : 

All three sons served in the United States Army in 
World War IJ, Frank served in both the Atlantic and 
Pacific theater. He was in the first wave of the in- 
vasion on the English Channel, was later brought back 
to the United States and sent to the Pacific, where he 
took part in the invasion of the Philippines, and was 
there at the close of the war. He came out of the Army 


a Major and was later made a Lieutenant Colonel in 


the Army Reserve. Lotus was sent to Burma and thence 
to China, where he was located at the termination of 
the war. He came out with the rank of Captain. Jack, 
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also, took part in the D-Day invasion After landing 
in France he was with the troops that were sent on to 
Berlin, and was there when the war ended. 


HARRY V. NYE 


The President of the Riviera Beach Bank, Harry V. 
Nye, chose banking for hiS career in his early youth 
and has not swerved from that line since he started as 
wh sia oaee for the People’s Bank of Lake Worth in 

He was born in Fleetwood, England, December 21, 
1903, son of Thomas and Margaret Ellen (Busby) Nye. 
The family came to Lake Worth in October 1914, and 
Harry’s father was a builder there. He died in 1947, 
his wife in 1959, and both are buried at Lake Worth. 

Harry Nye attended elementary school in Lake 
Worth and graduated from Palm Beach High School, 
West Palm Beach; then took a post-graduate course 
in Financing at the University of Pennsylvania and 
graduated from the American Institute of Banking, 
Philadelphia. 

After two years as bookkeeper at the People’s Bank 
of Lake Worth, he became bookkeeper and teller for 
the First National Bank of West Palm Beach in 1924 
and was there another two years. From 1926 through 
1931 he was a teller at the First National Bank and 
Trust Company, Woodbury, New Jersey. Returning to 
West Palm Beach, he worked for the Florida Bank and 
Trust Company as teller for the next four years; then, 
in 1937, entered the First National Bank of Palm Beach 
as teller and climbed steadily to assistant cashier, 
cashier, and finally became vice-president of that bank, 
continuing in that position until he became president 
and a director of the Riviera Beach Bank when it was 
organized in June of 1951. 

Mr, Nye is a member and past president of the Rivi- 
era Beach Kiwanis Club, a director of the Riviera 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and of the Palm Beach 
County Crippled Children’s Society, He is vice presi- 
dent of the Serra Club of the Palm Beaches, a past 
Grand Knight of the West Palm Beach Knights of 
Columbus, and a member of St. Francis Catholic 
Church of Riviera Beach. For recreation he likes fish- 
ing. 

At Woodbury, New Jersey, on June 22, 1931, Harry 
V. Nye married Marion Predmore, daughter of John 
and Belle (Rennols) Predmore, who graduated from 
Coudersport (Pennsylvania) High School in 1925 and 
from Temple University, Philadelphia, in 1928. Mr. 
and Mrs. Nye are the parents of three children: 

1. John, born March 23, 1932, at West Palm Beach, 
graduated from St. Ann’s High School there, attended 
the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Mary- 
land, and served four years in Naval Aviation. He is 
also a graduate of the University of Florida, He mar- 
ried Anna Lee Hurt of Pahokee, Florida, and they 
have two sons, Sean and James, born in West Palm 
Beach. 

2. Grace, born December 5, 1935, at Lake Worth, 
graduated from St. Ann’s High School, West Palm 
Beach, and from St. Vincent’s School of Nursing, Jack- 
sonville, and is a Registered Nurse. She married John 
Roberts, who served nine years in United States Naval 
Aviation. They have two children, Karen and Susan, 
born in Kingston, New York. 

3. Michael, born September 11, 1943, in West Palm 
Beach, is a student at St. Leo’s Preparatory School, 
St. Leo, Florida. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


J. STOCKTON BRYAN, JR. 


A practicing lawyer in West Palm Beach since 1948, 
J. Stockton (Jack) Bryan, Jr., is a fourth generation 
Floridian. The pioneer of the family in Florida was 
Nathan P. Bryan, one of the first two United States 
Senators from Florida. Jack’s grandfather, Gadsden 
Bryan, born in Hamilton County, Florida, in 1852, was 
a pioneer building contractor in Tampa and Jackson- 
ville. His wife was Mary O. Braddock, 

John Stockton Bryan, Sr., Jack’s father, was born 
in New Smyrna. A graduate of Cumberland University 
Law School, he practiced law in West Palm Beach 
from 1922 to 1940, and was one of the organizers of the 
Palm Beach Kennel Club, which he eventually sold. 
He has a farm and a meat packing plant at Asheville, 
North Carolina. His wife, Jack’s mother, the former 
Mildred Mack, is a native of Michigan, 

John Stockton Bryan, Jr., was born in West Palm 
Beach May 8, 1924. He graduated from Palm Beach 
High School in time to enter the Air Force in World 
War II and as a fighter pilot in the European theater 
covered himself with glory, winning in addition to the 
air medals the Distinguished Flying Cross. He emerged 
from the service with the rank of First Lieutenant. 

Continuing his education at the University of Flor- 
ida, he received an A.B. degree in 1946 and an LL.B, 
in 1948, and was admitted to practice law in Florida 
that year, since when he has carried on an independent 
practice in West Palm Beach. He is a member of the 
American Bar Association, the Florida State Bar, and 
the Palm Beach County Bar Association. He is also a 
member of the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity, the Amer- 
ican Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the West 
Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce and Kiwanis Club, 
and the Presbyterian Church, He likes to play golf and 
go fishing. 

In Asheville, North Carolina, on December 21, 1946, 
J. Stockton Bryan, Jr., married Sarah Booth, daughter 
of Roy P. and Gladys (Hylan) Booth. Her father is a 
Virginian, her mother a native of Maine, Mrs. Bryan 
herself was born in Asheville. She graduated from 
Stephens College and attended the University of Ten- 
nessee, Two children have been born to Jack and 
Sarah Bryan in West Palm Beach: Sharon Booth Bryan, 
born March 3, 1949, attends public school in West Palm 
Beach. Hylan Lisa Bryan was born September 6. 1955. 


CLAUDE L. McCOY 


Senior member of the law firm of McCoy and Love 
of Lake Worth, Claude L. McCoy practiced law in the 
Dakotas for nine years before coming to Florida and 
has practiced continuously at Lake Worth since 1921, 
making a total of forty-eight years as a lawyer. 

He was born in Huron, South Dakota, February 3, 
1888. His father, Van Lenous McCoy, was Superintend- 
ent of Bridges and Buildings for the Northwestern 
Railroad. He died in 1943. Claude’s mother, Irma Loomis 
McCoy, age 92, is still living in Lake Worth at this 
writing. 

Mr. McCoy graduated from Brookings High School, 
South Dakota, and from the South Dakota State Col- 
lege in 1908. As was the custom in those days, he 
studied law in the office of a lawyer, Ira F. Blewitt, at 
Flandreau, South Dakota, and was admitted to practice 
in the state of South Dakota in 1911. After practicing 
there for four years he moved to Bismark, North Da- 
kota, in 1915, and carried on his legal practice there 


until December 1, 1920, when the family came to Flor- 
ida and settled at Lake Worth. Mr. McCoy was ad- 
mitted to the Florida State Bar in January 1921. He 
is also a member of the American Bar Association 
and the Palm Beach County Bar Association, and on 
October 4, 1954, was admitted to practice law in the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

In 1927 Mr. McCoy organized the Lake Worth Rotary 
Club and served as its first president. He is also a mem- 
ber of Lake Worth Lodge #1530 and of the Congrega- 
tional Church. In South Dakota he joined the AF. and 
A.M. of Flandreau Lodge and belongs to all Masonic 
bodies up to and including the York Rite. He is a 
Knight Templar and a member of the Order of the 
Eastern Star at Brookings, South Dakota. 

At Flandreau, South Dakota, on October 16, 1912, 
Claude L. McCoy married Irene Grange, who was born 
in Dolan, South Dakota, daughter of Mrs. Rachael 
Grange. Her father died when she was an infant. She 
graduated from Flandreau High School and became 
a member of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

A daughter, Elizabeth Irene McCoy (called Betty) 
was born in Brookings, South Dakota, October 15, 
1913. She graduated from West Palm Beach High 
School and attended Florida State College for Women 
at Tallahassee, which is now Florida State University. 
She married Jack Cummins of Miami, now Sports Di- 
rector of TV station WTBJ of Miami. Mr. Cummins 
served in the United States Navy in World War II. 
They have two sons, Mike and Tim, both born in Jack- 
sonville: Mike on March 27, 1944; Tim on October 16, 
1950. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN SUNDY 


Formerly a banker in Delray Beach, Benjamin 
Franklin Sundy has been associated with the Sundy 
Feed and Fertilizer Company of Delray Beach since 
1927 and has been serving Palm Beach County as Com- 
missioner since 1949. He also served as a City Council- 
man of Delray Beach from 1926 to 1930. City govern- 
ment came naturally to Ben Sundy, for his father was 
Delray Beach’s first mayor, elected in 1914. Repeatedly 
re-elected, he served in all sixteen years, but not all 
in succession. 

Son of John S. and Elizabeth C. (Shaw) Sundy, 
Benjamin Franklin Sundy was born in Lillington, 
North Carolina, June 16, 1897, His father was born in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, February 11, 1864, and 
died July 9, 1947, His mother, born in Lillington, 
North Carolina, January 17, 1869, died November 9, 
1952. Ben was practically a native of Florida, for his 
family moved here in 1894, His father worked for the 
Florida East Coast Railroad during its construction 
and at its termination settled in Delray Beach. 

Ben attended the local schools and graduated from 
Delray Beach High School. He continued his education 
at Stetson University, where he majored in Finance 
and Business Administration, and graduated in the 
class of 1918. For the next nine years he was with the 
Ocean City Bank of Delray Beach, first as assistant 
cashier and eventually as cashier and vice-president. 

His father had established a feed, grain and fertilizer 
business in Delray Beach about 1905. When the Florida 
banks were closed in 1927, following the collapse of the 
boom, Ben Sundy joined his sister in the fertilizer 
business, and it has been operated by them since then. 

First elected County Commissioner in 1949, Ben 
Sundy was re-elected and has served in that office 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


continuously up to the present time. He has been a 
director of the Delray Beach Chamber of Commerce 
since 1956, is a past president of the Delray Beach 
Kiwanis Club, a member of the Elks Lodge and of the 
First Baptist Church. Mr. Sundy is a Free and Accepted 
Mason of Delray Beach Lodge #171, all Scottish Rite 
bodies up to and including the 32nd degree, and Mahi 
Temple Shrine of Miami, Golf and saddle riding are 
his means of relaxing. 

He was married at Delray Beach July 28, 1921, to 
Dorothy Burk, who was born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
daughter of A. D. and Lisetta (Wills) Burk. Her par- 
ents moved to Delray Beach when she was quite 
young, and she graduated from high school here. Ben 
and Dorothy Sundy have a son and a daughter, both 
born in Delray Beach, They are: 

1. John B., born June 8, 1924, who graduated from 
Delray Beach High School and attended The Citadel, 
Charleston, South Carolina. He enlisted in the United 
States Air Force in World War II and served in 
Europe as a pilot with the rank of Lieutenant, 

2. Daisy Elizabeth Sundy, now Mrs. Marvin H. 
Earles of Houston, Texas, born December 8, 1926. She 
graduated from Delray Beach High School and from 
the Agnes Scott College in Decatur, Georgia. 


WILLIAM A. NASON 


Will Nason of the law firm of Nason and Gildan of 
West Palm Beach seemed to have an insatiable appe- 
tite for knowledge in a variety of fields before he 
settled down to practice law. 

Born at Belzoni, Mississippi, March 7, 1924, he is a 
son of the late Richard H. Nason and Willola (Parsons) 
Nason, who is living in Pahokee, Florida, and is now 
the wife of Frank Friend. 

After graduating from Belzoni High School in his 
home town in Mississippi, he attended Sunflower Jun- 
ior College at Moorehead, Mississippi, then Mississippi 
State College and Moorehead State Teachers College. 
Going to Los Angeles, California, he attended the Aero 
Industrial Technical Institute there. From 1943 to 1946 
he served in the Air Force as tail gunner with the 
rank of staff sergeant in the European theater of war 
and was awarded the air medal with two clusters. 
While in the service in Italy, he had three months 
leave of absence and during this time attended the 
University of Florence, Italy. 

Back home after the war, he entered the University 
of Mississippi to study law and received his LL.B. 
degree there in 1948; then took a post-graduate course 
at Stetson University in DeLand, Florida, He was ad- 
mitted to practice law in Mississippi and in Florida in 
the same year, 1948, and from then until 1956 carried 
on a private practice of law in West Palm Beach. From 
1956 to 1960 he was a member of the law firm of Ham- 
ilton, Nason and Williams. On August 1, 1960, he and 
Herbert L. Gildan fromed the partnership of Nason 
and Gildan, Attorneys at Law, carrying on a general 
practice of law in West Palm Beach. , 

Mr. Nason served as Municipal Judge in West Palm 
Beach in the year 1952, He is a member of the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, the Florida Bar, the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association, and the Mississippi Bar As- 
sociation. He also holds membership in the American 
Legion, Delta Psi fraternity, and the Methodist Church. 

William A, Nason was married on June 13, 1959, at 
Canal Point, Florida, to Patricia Ann Maxson, daughter 
of Earl and Grace Maxson. She is a graduate of 


Pahokee High School (1950) and Florida Southern Col- 
lege (1954) with a B.A. degree and is a member of 
Delta Zeta sorority. The Nasons have three children: 

1. Will A. Nason, Jr., born October 15, 1953. 

2. Richard “Randy” Nason, born June 23, 1956. 

3. Nathan Earl Nason, born March 7, 1961. 

All were born in West Palm Beach. 


LOUIS B. BILLS 


Actively engaged in the real estate and insurance 
business in Lake Park since 1945, Louis B. Bills is 
reasonably proud of his business accomplishments, 
which he attributes to the time spent building a foun- 
dation and expanding his business, During the years 
1951 to 1954 he centered most of his abilities on en- 
larging the scope of his business and as a result owns 
his real estate and insurance business and office, which 
now employs three secretaries and nine salesmen. He 
is also a military man, having served five and a half 
years in the United States Air Force, and is now Com- 
mander of the 9883d Air Reserve Squadron at West 
Palm Beach. 


He was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, August 
19, 1918, son of the late J. C. Bills, a former attorney 
in West Palm Beach, and Louise (Bristol) Bills, now 
Mrs. S. P. Smith. His family having moved to Florida, 
he received his secondary education at Sanford and 
Palm Beach High Schools and graduated from Rollins 
College at Winter Park, Florida. 


Entering the Air Force, he graduated from Cadet 
Flying School in 1941 and was commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant and assigned to the Ferrying Command at 
Long Beach, California, where he was made Squadron 
Commander of the Foreign Ferrying Squadron. After 
attending Homestead Airline Pilot Training, he was 
stationed at Hamilton Field as a Check Pilot, then 
moved to Guam as Chief Check Pilot for the Pacific 
run, His last assignment was as Chief Pilot for the 
Pacific Division at Hickam Field, Released from active 
duty on January 23, 1946, with the rank of Major, he 
attained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Air 
Reserve on October 29, 1946. 


Colonel Bills has appraised, built or managed estates, 
commercial buildings, residences, churches, subdivi- 
sions, acreage tracts and vacant land. A great portion 
of his time has been spent as an appraiser and adviser 
in the building of the Florida State Turnpike, most of 
the county and state new road construction, and for 
public development projects. He is a member of the 
National Institute of Real Estate Brokers, National 
Association of Real Estate Boards, the Florida Asso- 
ciation of Realtors, past president of the West Palm 
Beach Board of Realtors, and president of the Riviera 
Beach Board of Realtors for 1959-60. 


Colonel Bills has been an active director of the Palm 
Beach County Resources Development Board, the local 
chapter of the American Red Cross, the Community 
Chest, and was chairman of the Palm Beach County 
Joint Cooperative Committee. He is also a director of 
the First American Bank of North Palm Beach, a 
member of the Rotary Club of Riviera Beach and of 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. It is his desire to be 
an integral part of the development and civic activities 
of his community and his belief that such activities 
are necessary to keep our country morally as well as 
physically strong. The Colonel is an outdoor sports 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


enthusiast and enjoys hunting, fishing, boating, water 
skiing, swimming and golf. 

At Long Beach, California, on April 17, 1942, he 
married Betsy Northrop, daughter of Kate Northrop 
and Colonel William F. Lewis (step-father), who was 
in the Medical Corps of the United States Army. Betsy 
Northrop was born in Wilmington, North Carolina, 
June 10, 1921. She graduated from Woodrow Wilson 
High School in Long Beach, California, and attended 
Long Beach Junior College and the University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley, Before her marriage she was a 
model for I. Magnin and Sax of Fifth Avenue, Bever- 
ley Hills, California. She is a licensed real estate and 
insurance saleswoman, a past member and committee 
chairman of Palm Beach County Welfare Planning 
Council, a director of the local chapter of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, a board member of the Junior Museum 
of Palm Beach County, a member of the Junior Wel- 
fare League (president in 1954-55), a member of the 
Parent-Teacher Association of Lake Park and Riviera 
High School, of Chapter A.L. of the P.E.O. Sisterhood, 
and of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 

Colonel and Mrs. Bills have four sons: 

1, Louis Bristol Bills, Jr., born October 8, 1943, at 
Long Beach, California, 

2. Thomas Northrop Bills, born August 31, 1945, at 
Long Beach, California. 

3. John Clark Bills, born April 17, 1948, at West Palm 
Béach, Florida. 

4. Gregory Stone Bills, born September 14, 1952, at 
West Palm Beach, Florida. 

Louis is a student at Sewanee Military Academy, 
Sewanee, Tennessee. Tom is a student at Riviera Beach 
High School. John and Gregory are attending Lake 
Park Elementary School. 


BILLY B. BURNS “ 


Billy B. Burns, owner of a general insurance and 
mortgage loan business in West Palm Beach, was born 
in Greenville, Alabama, August 1, 1918, son of Robert 
Burns and Constance (Wright) Burns. The Burns 
family moved to West Palm Beach in 1920, and Billy 
Burns graduated from Palm Beach High School and 
then from the University of Florida with an A.B. de- 
gree in the class of 1942. 

From 1942 to 1947 he served in the Army Air Force, 
now the United States Air Force. He enlisted as an 
aviation cadet and subsequently climbed the ranks 
from Second Lieutenant to Lieutenant Colonel. He 
was the Armament Officer of the 509th Composite 
Bomb Group which was the group that dropped the 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In the 
Pacific Theater of Operations he received many cita- 
tions, including the Bronze Star, awarded to him for 
his association with scientists in the development of 
the bombing technique. 

After the service he entered the general insurance 
and mortgage loan business. Presently he is vice presi- 
dent and director of the Home Federal Savings and 
Loan Association of Palm Beach. He is a former chair- 
man of the board and now a director of the Port of 
Palm Beach, having served in this organization for 
the past thirteen years, He is a past commander of the 
9883rd Air Force Reserve, past president of the Insur- 
ance Board of the Palm Beaches, and past director of 
the Mortgage Bankers Association of Palm Beach 
County. 

Mr. Burns has been a director and presently is a 


member of West Palm Beach Kiwanis Club, belongs 
to the American Legion, is a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and is affiliated with the First Baptist 
Church, He enjoys sports in general as his recreation, 
and while attending the University of Florida was on 
both the football and baseball teams. 

In March of 1943 in Brooksville, Florida, he married 
Helen Chorvet, a graduate of Brooksville High School 
and daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Chorvet. Mr. and 
Mrs. Burns have one daughter, Dorothy Burns, born 
in Brooksville in March of 1941, who graduated from 
Rosarian Academy of West Palm Beach and is now a 


pre-medical student at Agnes Scott College in Decatur, 
Georgia. 


MARVIN M. PARKS 


Marvin M. Parks, realtor, is a man devoted to good 
business relationships through fair play, which has 
resulted in establishing for him a popular and suc- 
cessful company in the West Palm Beach area, Also 
interested in his community as a whole, Mr. Parks 
takes an active part in civic affairs, organizations, and 
projects. 

He was born October 20, 1900, at Whitesburg, Geor- 
gia, son of Dr, Marvin M. Parks and Ruth (Vaden) 
Parks. His father, former president of the Georgia 
State College for Women at Milledgeville, Georgia, 
for twenty-five years, is now deceased, Both paternal 
and maternal grandfathers were Methodist ministers. 

After graduating from Emory University in Atlanta, 
Georgia, with his B.S. degree, Mr. Parks taught sci- 
ences, chemistry and physics at Jackson High School 
and Valdosta High School in Georgia for a few years 
and during this time coached a winning football team. 
His few years of service in the teaching profession ter- 
minated when he became interested in the real estate 
and insurance business, first in Tampa, Florida, (where 
incidentally, he was a courtier in the Gasparilla fes- 
tival), and later moved to West Palm Beach, Florida, 
where he found better opportunities in the realty field. 

In 1936 he joined Simon and Lee of West Palm Beach 
as a real estate and insurance salesman. He took a 
leave of absence, beginning in 1942, when he joined 
the Air Corps. After serving for thirteen months he 
went through officer’s candidate school in Miami Beach 
and remained in the Air Corps until 1946, when he was 
discharged with the rank of Captain. 

Upon completing his three year, eight month term 
in the service, he once again began working for Simon 
and Lee, and in 1948 bought out Simon, leaving the 
firm known as Lee and Parks. A few years later he 
bought out the interest of E. B. Lee and the business 
became recognized as the Marvin M. Parks Company, 
Real Estate and Insurance. 

Originally located at 315 Datura Street, the company 
was first moved to 109 South Olive Street when Mr. 
Parks became sole owner. Because of his expanding 
business the company was then moved to 205 Datura 
Street and later again moved to the corner at 200 
Datura Street, because of the need for even larger 
quarters. 

He began his business with three salesmen and now 
has eleven salesmen and two secretaries, In his Riviera 
Beach office at 2004 Broadway, E. S. Alvord is sales 
manager, and Robert A. Lalane acts as sales manager 
in his West Palm Beach office, Mr. Parks attributes the 
growth of his company to courteous treatment of the 
customer and a staff of well informed salesmen. He 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


has said, “We are interested in serving the public to 
their best interest. The Golden Rule works just as well 
in business as it does in every other part of life.” 

A member and past president of the West Palm 
Beach Real Estate Board, Marvin Parks has a variety 
of interests. Besides being an active member of the 
Committee of One Hundred, a group which is planning 
improvements for the city of West Palm Beach, he is 
also a member of the Resources Development Board, 
the Chambers of Commerce of West Palm Beach, Palm 
Beach and Riviera Beach, and the Palm Beach Joint 
Cooperative Committee. He belongs to American Le- 
gion Post #12, the Masonic Lodge, the Shrine, the Com- 
mandery, Tall Cedars, and also holds membership in 
the Methodist Church. His recreation includes golfing, 
fishing, boating and hunting; and in addition to these, 
he is a Life Master of the American Contract Bridge 
League. 

Mr. Parks is married to the former Sara Brandon 
Kirby, daughter of James R. Brandon of High Point, 
North Carolina, and Wilma Saunders Brandon, Mrs. 
Parks is a graduate of High Point High School, 1937, 
and of Georgia State College for Women, class of 1941, 
with a Bachelor of Science degree. 


BYRON L. RAMSING 


Byron L. Ramsing, a prominent banker in the Palm 
Beach area, was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, January 
18, 1918, son of Thor and Neilsen (Knudsen) Ramsing. 
He attended public school in Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa, and graduated from Yale University with an 
A.B. degree in the class of 1941, During World War II, 
from 1942 to 1945, he served in the United States Navy 
with the rank of Lieutenant Senior Grade. After his 
release from the service in 1945, he started his bank- 
ing career with the American National Bank of Miami 
as Assistant Cashier. 

From 1946 to 1947 Mr, Ramsing was in charge of 
the Foreign Department of the First National Bank of 
Miami, and from 1947 to 1951 was Vice President and 
a director of the First National Bank of Lake Worth. 
In 1951 he organized the Riviera Beach Bank and in 
1959 the First American Bank of North Palm Beach. 
He is Chairman of the Board and a director of these 
two banks and of the First National Bank of Lake 
Worth, and a director of the First National Bank of 
Palm Beach. 


LAWRENCE W. MYERS 


Lawrence W. Myers is a conscientious servant of 
the public education system and an active citizen in 
the Lake Worth community. 

He was born in Afton, Iowa, January 11, 1912, son 
of Clarence E, Myers and Zoe Weaver (Breed), who 
now resides in Afton, and still owns the homestead 
there. Before his death in 1933, Clarence Myers was a 
farmer, cattle raiser, and livestock buyer in Iowa. 

Lawrence Myers attended public schools in Iowa 
and the College of Osteopathy in Kirksville, Missouri. 
He has been a resident of Lake Worth, Florida, since 
1940, and is the owner of the Lawrence W, Myers In- 
surance Agency at 803 Lake Avenue. 

During 1946 and 1947 Mr. Myers served as trustee on 
the Board of Trustees of the School Department, but 
when the opportunity arose, he decided against 
running for re-election. Then in 1953, Mr. Myers was 
appointed to fill the unexpired term of Roy E. Michael, 
who resigned from the board after being elected county 
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commissioner, Again in 1959, at the request of many 
individuals and with a sincere desire to aid in the bet- 
terment of the school system, Mr. Myers ran for re- 
election to the Board of Trustees of the School De- 
partment, a constitutionally constituted body charged 
with the responsibility of recommending teaching per- 
sonnel, milage, selection of sites, and acting as the 
lay representatives between the citizens, parents, and 
schools. 

Concerning education and schools in general, Mr. 
Myers has said, “I believe in continuing to strengthen 
the quality of our teachers, the extension of our vo- 
cational programs, and the extension of our program 
for the exceptional children.” Concerning the Florida 
education system, he went on to say, “My colleagues, 
A. R. Harrington of Canal Point, and James Nemec of 
West Palm Beach, have worked diligently to do a 
good job at a payless task. I believe the evidence of 
over sixteen hundred fine teachers in our system, plus 
over fifteen million dollars in new classrooms, along 
with increased salary schedule—one of the highest in 
Florida—will indicate we have worked well with the 
Board of Public Instruction and County Superintend- 
ent.” 

Besides being greatly interested and active in the 
public education system, Mr. Myers is also a partici- 
pant in various community organizations. He is a 
member and past president of the Lake Worth Cham- 
ber of Commerce and of the Rotary Club, a member 
of the Palm Beach County Resources Development 
Board, treasurer of the Lake Worth High School 
Parent-Teacher Association, a member of the Advisory 
Board of the Salvation Army, a member of the local 
chapter of the American Red Cross, and has been 
institutional representative of the Boy Scouts of 
America. 

Very active in church work, Mr, Myers has been 
moderator of the State of Florida’s Congregational 
Christian Churches and president of its Board of Di- 
rectors. He is now a director of the Congregational 
Christian Conference; Chairman of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the First Congregational Church, United Church 
of Christ; Chairman of Deacons of the local Congre- 
gational Church, and Chairman of the Building Fund 
to erect a new church plant in Lake Worth. He is also 
a member of Gulf Stream Masonic Lodge. 

Currently, Mr, Myers is a director of the First Na- 
tional Bank in Lake Worth and the First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association; a member of the Lake 
Worth Insurance Agents Association, the Florida As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents and the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents. 

He is married to Frances Bingaman of Indianola, 
Iowa, daughter of Daniel C. Bingaman and Adella 
Umbenhower, A graduate of Simpson College at In- 
dianola, Mrs, Myers was a teacher in the public school 
system in Iowa several years before her marriage and 
for the past fifteen years has been a Sunday School 
teacher at the First Congregational Church. She is 
also a member of the Order of the Eastern Star and 
Alpha Chi Omega. 

Mr. and Mrs, Myers have one daughter, Lynda, born 
in Des Moines, Iowa, November 6, 1937. She is a grad- 
uate of Lake Worth High School and in 1960 received 
her degree in education from the University of Mary- 
land. 

As his recreation, Mr. Myers enjoys sports in gen- 
eral. He is written up in “Who’s Who in the South 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


ALBERT R. BRITTAIN 


Albert R. Brittain, owner of the Brittain Lumber 
Company of Lake Worth, Florida, was born in La 
Grange, Georgia, July 22, 1902, son of Walter and Exa 
(Strickland) Brittain. His mother, now 84 years of 
age, resides in La Grange with Mr, Brittain’s sister, 
Mrs. Frank Tigner, wife of Mayor Tigner. 

After graduating from La Grange High School, Al- 
bert Brittain left his home town of La Grange in 1921 
when he went to Tampa, Florida, and became asso- 
ciated with Hubert Ansley Lumber Exporters of Tam- 
pa. His different jobs with this organiaztion, including 
buying from the lumber mills in the area, and carry- 
ing out various office duties, aided him in learning all 
phases of the lumber business. From here he went 
into the lumber retail business in Brooksville, Florida, 
and in January of 1946, he established his own lumber 
company in Lake Worth. 

Mr. Brittain is director of the Lake Worth First 
National Bank, belongs to the Rotary, is a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and is affiliated with the 
Methodist Church. 

On August 13, 1927, in Brooksville, he married Mar- 
cella White, a graduate of Brooksville High School and 
daughter of John E, and Della (Tidwell) White. 

The Brittains have one son, Albert (“Bert”) Brittain, 
Jr., born in West Palm Beach, Florida, February 13, 
1942, who graduated in the class of 1960 from Lake 
Worth High School, where he was an active participant 
in football and track events. 


CARL C, LEVERENZ 


Now in his second year as Mayor of Lake Worth, 
Carl C, Leverenz is in the hardware business in part- 
nership with his brother Leo, operating stores in Lake 
_ Worth and West Palm Beach. x 

He was born in Hegler, Arkansas, November 18, 
1907, son of William Edward and Marietta (Cooper) 
Leverenz, both deceased and buried in Danville, IIli- 
nois, where his father was a painter-contractor. Carl 
graduated from Danville High School and attended the 
University of Illinois at Champaign. 

Employed by the Woolworth Company at Danville 
as stock clerk in 1930, he was promoted to assistant 
manager at Champaign and later held a similar position 
at Moline, Illinois. In 1933 he was made store manager 
at the Milwaukee Avenue store in Chicago, and was 
there until he entered the United States Army in 1942. 
Entering as a Lieutenant, he was promoted to Captain 
and then Major, serving in both the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific theaters for the duration of World War II. 

After his return from military service Mr. Leverenz 
was with Ace Hardware Company in Chicago until 
1948, when he came to Lake Worth, Florida, and pur- 
chased the hardware store at 625 Lucerne Avenue. His 
brother, Leo, joined him in 1951, and they opened the 
store in West Palm Beach. 

Mr, Leverenz was first appointed Mayor of Lake 
Worth by the City Commission on February 2, 1959, 
to fill the unexpired term of Robert O’Connor, and on 
April 7, 1959, he was elected to serve a two-year term. 
A member of Lake Worth Chamber of Commerce, he 
served as president in 1954 and as director for two 
years. He is also a member of the Exchange Club, 
Elks Lodge, Gulf Stream Masonic Lodge, the American 
Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Lake Worth 
Golf Club, and the First Congregational Church. 


He was married in Danville, Illinois, Auzust 3, 1929, 
to Florence Stumme, daughter of Fred and Ann 
(Linne) Stumme, and a graduate of Danville High 
School and DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana. 
Mr, and Mrs. Leverenz have two daughters, both born 
in Chicago: 

1. Alice Ann Leverenzy born June 13, 1935, attended 
Palm Beach Junior College and the University of 
Florida. She married Thomas P. Mazza, an ex-Marine, 
now employed by the Pratt and Whitney Aircraft 
plant. Their home is in Jupiter and they have a son, 
Robert Edward Mazza, born in March 1959. 

2. Jo Ann Leverenz, born November 12, 1939, grad- 
uated from Lake Worth High School, and is now a 
student nurse at the Good Samaritan Hospital, West 
Palm Beach, 


JOSEPH J. GALLO 


Prominent in the civic and social life of Lake Worth 
is Joseph J. Gallo, owner of the Gulfstream Realty and 
Insurance Agency. A graduate of the United States 
Air Force Cadet Training at George Peabody State 
Teachers College, Nashville, Tennessee, Joe Gallo 
came to Florida in 1943 and was radar instructor at 
the Boca Raton Air Force Base. He is now a Lt. Colonel 
and Commander of Group V of the Civil Air Patrol. 

Son of Vincent J. and Rose (Montaperto) Gallo, he 
was born August 24, 1920, in Chicago, where his mother 
still resides. His father, who was a merchant in Chi- 
cago, died in 1950, Joseph graduated from Lindblom 
High School, Chicago, and entered the State Teachers 
College in Nashville, Tennessee, where he received his 
cadet training. 

After World War II he took advantage of the United 
States Government’s on-the-job training program of- 
fered to veterans in the field of real estate and insur- 
ance, and took courses in property insurance at the 
University of Florida. From 1945 to 1949 he was em- 
ployed in the real estate and insurance business by 
L. G. Linman of Lake Worth, and in September of 
1949 established his own business, the Gulfstream 
Realty and Insurance Agency. He is a member and 
past president of the Lake Worth Board of Realtors 
and Charter President of the Independent Mutual In- 
surance Agents Association of Palm Beach County. 


Mr. Gallo is a former City Commissioner and Vice 
Mayor of Lake Worth. He is one of the organizers, 
director and Chairman of the Board of the Commerce 
National Bank of that city, and a past president of the 
Chamber of Commerce. A past president also of the 
Exchange Club and past district governor of the Sec- 
ond District Exchange, he is now president of the Flor- 
ida State Exchange Club, having held all other offices 
in that organization. He is a member and past chair- 
man of the Salvation Army Advisory Board; a member 
of Gulf Stream Lodge #245 and all Masonic bodies 
up to and including the Scottish Rite and 32nd degree; 
a member of Elks Lodge #1530 of Lake Worth, the 
American Legion, the Hi Twelve Club, and the Ama- 
ranth Club, in which Mrs, Gallo is also a member. 

In the Calvary Methodist Church of Lake Worth, 
Mr, Gallo is a past member of the Finance Board, is 
active in the choir, and teaches Sunday School. Sing- 
ing is one of his hobbies, and another is his work in 
the Civil Air Patrol. 

On January 30, 1936, in Joliet, Illinois, Joseph J. 
Gallo married Genevieve Knipfer, daughter of Mr. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


and Mrs. Louis Knipfer of Chicago. They have three 
sons, the first two born in Chicago. 

1. Vincent J., born May 17, 1937, graduated from 
Lake Worth High School, Palm Beach County Junior 
College, Orlando Junior College (in insurance), and 
attended the University of Miami. He is now associated 
with his father in business, He married Betty Webster 
of Lake Worth and they have a son, Stephen, born in 
1959. 

2. Joseph C. Gallo, born May 13, 1940, attended Lake 
Worth High School and married Judith McGiveron of 
Lantana, Florida. 

3. Robert Louis Gallo, born April 23, 1948, is a stu- 
dent at North Grade Elementary School, Lake Worth. 


HILLIARD T. SMITH, JR. 


Hilliard T, Smith, Jr., architect, who is an active 
member of professional organizations as well as civic 
and social organizations in the Lake Worth area, was 
born in Savannah, Georgia, December 20, 1920, son 
of Hilliard T. Smith and Lillian G. Hughes, He grad- 
uated from Palm Beach High School in the class of 
1938, and from June of 1939 until 1956 was associated 
with Edgar S. Workman of Lake Worth, one of the 
outstanding architects of South Florida. Mr. Smith 
established his own private practice of architecture in 
Lake Worth in 1956. He is past president of the Palm 
Beach Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 

Mr. Smith organized and served as president of the 
Lake Worth Junior Chamber of Commerce and is 
president of the Senior Chamber of Commerce for the 
year 1959-60. He is also a past national director of the 
Florida Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

Active in Freemasonry, he is a member of Gulf 
Stream Lodge #245 of Lake Worth and belongs to all 
Masonic bodies up to and including the 32nd degree 
of the Scottish Rite, He is a member of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, Lodge #1530 in Lake 
Worth; a past president and member of Lake Worth 
Rotary Club; a member of the American Legion and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, He serves on the board 
of directors of the Salvation Army of the South, County 
of Palm Beach chapter, and is a member of the Board 
of the Palm Beach County Chapter of the National 
Foundation for Polio. 

During World War II, from January 1942 until No- 
vember of 1945, he served in the Second Naval Con- 
struction Battalion as a Carpenter’s Mate, first class, 
in the Pacific Theater of Operations. This unit was the 
first organized Seabees battalion to serve overseas in 
World War II. 

On March 24, 1944, in West Palm Beach, Mr. Smith 
married Edith E, Burton of West Palm Beach, daughter 
of Harry Burton and Lillian Sharp. Mrs. Smith, a reg- 
istered nurse, graduated from Palm Beach High School 
and received her nurse’s training at Good Samaritan 
Hospital in West Palm Beach. The Smiths have three 
children: 

1. H Burton Smith, born December 14, 1947, 

2. Edgar Douglas Smith, born February 17, 1950. 

3. R. Gregory Smith, born July 21, 1955. 


JERROLD FORSTALL JACOB 


Senior member of the law firm of Jacob and Harvey, 
Jerrold Forstall Jacob was born in Convent, Louisiana, 
September 4, 1907, a son of Jules Jacob, a Louisiana 
sugar planter, and Marie Caroline (Forstall) Jacob. 


Both parents are deceased and are buried at Lake 
Worth, 

After attending public schools in Louisiana, Jerrold 
Jacob came to Florida as a youth of fifteen years, in 
1922. He later attended Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity, Lexington, Virginia. He was admitted to practice 
law in this state in 1933, at a time when admission to 
the Florida Bar was possible upon taking the Bar 
examination, without resident law school training. In 
addition to his private practice and his service as a 
former Municipal Judge of the City of Lake Worth, 
he is the attorney for the First National Bank in Lake 
Worth. 


Judge Jacob is a member of the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association, the Florida Bar, and the American 
Bar Association, During World War II he served in 
the United States Naval Reserve. At Washington and 
Lee University he was a member of Pi Kappa Phi 
fraternity, Rho Chapter; is a past Master of Gulf 
Stream Lodge #245, Free and Accepted Mason; a 
member of Carl Vogel-Donald Lee Post #47 of the 
American Legion in Lake Worth; of the Lake Worth 
Golf Club, and Calvary Baptist Church of West Palm 
Beach. 


On May 25, 1941, at Lake Worth, Mr. Jacob married 
Jacqueline Yon, daughter of Thomas C, and Savannah 
(Brigham) Yon. 


GEORGE S. BROCKWAY 


The founder and president of the firm of Brockway, 
Weber and Brockway, Engineers, Inc., of West Palm 
Beach, George S, Brockway has been an engineer in 
Palm Beach County, Florida, for more than forty 
years. Having designed and built numerous air fields 
in the State of Florida, in 1942 he organized and was 
Chief Engineer of “Florida Associates,” an association 
of Architects and Engineers, organized to assist the 
Corps of Engineers of the United States Government 
in its wartime program of military construction. He is 
a member of numerous professional groups and is a re- 
tired Captain of the Civil Engineer Corps of the United 
States Navy. 

Mr. Brockway was born in Penacook, New Hamp- 
shire, July 6, 1896, son of George Frank Brockway. 
He graduated from Penacook High School in 1912 and 
entered the employ of Lloyd & Mann, Civil Engineers 
of Concord, New Hampshire, In 1915 he joined Mr. 
Lloyd, of the above firm, who was then engaged as 
Chief Engineer of a large drainage project at Fells- 
mere in St. Lucie County, Florida. He remained here 
on drainage work until 1917 when he enlisted in the 
17th Engineers U. S. Army and served in France until 
April 1919, when he was discharged as First Sergeant 
of Company “B”, 

After the War, in July 1919, he returned to Fells- 
mere, now Indian River County, Florida, and worked 
as an engineer for Fellsmere Farms Company until 
January 1920, when he came to West Palm Beach and 
became associated with the H. C. Fugate Engineering 
Company. In 1928 he became a partner in this company, 
and the name of the company was then changed to 
Fugate and Brockway, Engineers and Land Surveyors. 
In 1938 he became sole owner of the company under 
the name of George S. Brockway, Engineer, He served 
for 18 years as contract City Engineer of West Palm 
Beach, and served as Engineering Advisor to the Port 
of Palm Beach until 1942, when he entered the Civil 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Engineer Corps of the United States Navy as Lieu- 
tenant Commander, He served as Lieutenant Com- 
mander and Commander at various locations in the 
Pacific Ocean area, as Commanding Officer of the 90th 
United States Naval Construction Battalion (Seabees), 
during World War II. VJ Day in 1945 found him with 
his Battalion on Iwo Jima where he had been since 
the invasion. 

Returning to West Palm Beach iu 1946, he resumed 
his engineering business under his own name until 
1948, when he formed the present corporation. Inci- 
dentally, Mr. Weber, his partner, served with Mr. 
Brockway in the Seabees. The other Brockway in the 
firm is his son, George Robert, who served as a Sea- 
man in the Navy in World War II, enlisting at the age 
of seventeen. He is a graduate of the University of 
Florida, and is in charge of the Company’s Survey De- 
partment. He is a Reserve Officer in the Civil Engineer 
Corps of the Navy, with the rank of Lieutenant. 


Mr, Brockway, Sr., is a Registered Engineer and 
Land Surveyor of the State of Florida, a member of 
the Florida Engineering Society, the National Society 
of Professional Engineers, the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, the American Congress of Surveying 
and Mapping, the Florida Land Surveyors, and Amer- 
ican Land Surveyors Association, He has been a mem- 
ber of the West Palm Beach Rotary Club for the past 
twenty years, a member of West Palm Beach Chamber 
of Commerce; of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and ihe 
American Legion, and was Post Commander of Palm 
Beach Post #12 in 1927. He is a member of Harmonia 
Lodge #138, F. and A.M., all Masonic bodies including 
both the Scottish and York rites, Abu Shrine Club of 
West Palm Beach, and Mahi Temple Shrine of Miami. 
His church is the Congregational. Fishing and hunting 
and amateur photography are his recreations of choice. 

Mr. Brockway was married at Troy, Ohio, May 1, 
1919, to Neva Mae Duer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Harrison Duer, Their son, George Robert, was 
born in West Palm Beach, July 5, 1925, He graduated 
from Palm Beach High School and attended the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina and the University of Miami, 
as well as the University of Florida. where he received 
his Civil Engineer degree. He continued his education 
after returning from service in the Navy in World 
War II. 


On June 7, 1949, George Robert Brockway married 
Dorothy Elaine Oatway of West Palm Beach, daughter 
of Alfred G. and Amy (Best) Oatway. They now have 
four children: 

1. George Mark, born October 16, 1950. 

2. David Scott, born August 3, 1952. 

3. Margaret Robbins, born February 4, 1954. 

4. Thomas Alfred, born March 3, 1958, . 


WILLIAM M. TTARVEY 


Junior member of the law firm of Jacob and Harvey, 
William M. Harvey of Lake Worth is prominent in 
various civic, social and charitable organizations. 

He was born in Lake Worth August 20, 1928, son of 
William Merrill Harvey, a Lake Worth merchant who 
died in 1934; and of Gladys Mae (Moye) Harvey, who 
has her residence in Lake Worth. 

After graduating from Lake Worth High School, 
where he was an outstanding athlete who later played 
semi-professional football, Mr. Harvey continued his 
education at Palm Beach Junior College and attended 
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the University of Miami, where he received his LL.B. 
degree in 1953, His schvoling was interrupted from 
1946 to 1948 when he served in the Eleventh Airborne 
Division of the U.S. Army in Japan. 

Since 1953 William Harvey has been associated with 
the law firm of Jacob and Harvey in Lake Worth, He 
holds membership in the American, Florida State, and 
Palm Beach County Bar Associations, He is also a 
member of Phi Delta legal fraternity, the Lake Worth 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, Palm Beach County 
Zoning Commission, the Lake Worth Men’s Golf As- 
sociation, and the First Baptist Church of Lake Worth. 
In 1956-57 he was chairman of the Lake Worth Fund 
Drive for the Palm Beach County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross, and is now a director of that 
board. 

In July of 1951 he married Emalyn Ann Hoffman, 
daughter of John Henry Hoffman and Ruth Margaret 
(Bryant). Mrs. Harvey is a graduate of Lake Worth 
High School and a former student of Florida State 
University. 

The Harveys have two children, both born in Lake 
Worth: 

1. William Bryant Harvey, born November 9, 1955, 

2. John Merrill Harvey, born March 13, 1958. 


GEORGE ROBERT BROCKWAY 


A member of the firm of Brockway, Weber and 
Brockway, Engineers, Inc., George Robert Brockway 
is equally prominent with his father in the engineer- 
ing world and in the civic life of West Palm Beach. 

Son of George Samuel and Neva Mae (Duer) 
Brockway (see father’s sketch), he was born in West 
Palm Beach July 5, 1925. He graduated from Palm 
Beach High School, attended the University of Miami, 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and 
the University of Florida, from which he was gradu- 
ated in February 1950 with a B.C.E. degree. From 
1941 to 1943 he was an employee of the Florida Asso- 
ciates of Architects and Engineers. Upon graduating 
from Engineering College in 1950, he entered his 
father’s firm, which in 1955 became Brockway, Weber 
and Brockway, Engineers, Inc. 

Enlisting in the United States Navy in 1943, he 
served in the Quartermaster Department for three 
years and in 1946 was transferred to the Enlisted 
Reserve. He was commissioned an Ensign in the 
United States Navy in 1949, and has been in the C.B. 
Division 6-17, U.S. Naval Reserve, since 1950. He is 
Commanding Officer of the C.B. Division for 1959 to 
1961. 

Mr. Brockway is a member of the National Society 
of Professional Engineers, the Florida Engineering 
Society, the Florida Society of Professional Land 
Surveyors, the American Congress on Surveying and 
Mapping, and the American Society of Military Engi- 
neers. In civic and social groups he is a member of 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce of West Palm 
Beach: the Rotary Club, of which he was director in 
1957-58; the United States Power Squadron; the Sons 
of the American Revolution, president of the Palm 
Beach Chapter in 1953; Sigma Chi social fraternity 
and Sigma Tau honorary engineering fraternity. In 
the Boy Scouts of America he was Scout Master from 
1950 to 1953 and Cub Master of the Cub Scouts for 
1959-60. He was a director of the Y.M.C.A. from 1956 
to 1959. A member of the First Presbyterian Church, 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


he served on the Board of Deacons 1952 to 1954 and 
on the Board of Elders 1956 to 1959. He is a registered 
Democrat, 

On June 7, 1949, in West Palm Beach, George 
Robert Brockway married Dorothy Elaine Oatway, 
born in West Palm Beach September 26, 1929, daugh- 
ter of Alfred George Oatway, a native of Hamilton, 
Ontario, and Amy Best Oatway, who was born in 
Lowell, Masachusetts. Mr. and Mrs. Brockway have 
four children, all born in West Palm Beach. They are: 

1. George Mark Brockway, born October 16, 1950. 

2. David Scott Brockway, born August 3, 1952. 

3. Robin Margaret Brockway, born February 4, 1954. 

4, Thomas Alfred Brockway, born March 3, 1958. 


R. KENT SMITH 


An active member in various Lake Worth social and 
civic organizations, funeral director R, Kent Smith 
was born February 3, 1929, in Lake Worth, Florida, 
son of the late Edward Earl Smith, born January 1, 
1902, at Sheffield, Illinois, who died January 23, 1953; 
and Grace (Giffin) Smith, a native of Van Wert, Ohio, 
who now resides in Lake Worth. Earl Smith came to 
Florida and settled in Lake Worth in 1922. Since 1929 
he had been in the funeral business and was respon- 
sible for the establishment of the E. Earl Smith and 
Son Funeral Home located in Lake Worth in December 
of 1951. 

R. Kent Smith received his early education in the 
Lake Worth schools and graduated from Palm Beach 
Junior College. He became associated with the E. Earl 
Smith Funeral Home after graduating from the Gup- 
ton-Jones College of Mortuary Science of Nashville, 
Tennessee, and now is sole manager of the family 
funeral concern. 

Mr. Smith is a charter member and-in 1959 was 
vice president of the Exchange Club of Lake Worth, 
He is a member and secretary of the Lake Worth 
Chamber of Commerce, past secretary of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, past president of the Lake 
Worth Men’s Golf Association, and past president of 
the Lake Worth Civic Soft Ball League. He received 
the Lake Worth Jaycees Distinguished Service Award 
for the year 1960, presented by John McCarty, 

He belongs to Lodge #1530 of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks in Lake Worth, the First 
Congregational Church of Lake Worth, the Florida 
Funeral Directors Association, and is past president of 
the Palm Beach County Funeral Directors. Mr. Smith 
enjoys golf and sports in general as his recreation and 
serves as announcer for the local high school football 
games. 

On May 7, 1958, in Wetumpka, Alabama, he married 
Sheryl Duerr, born February 22, 1938, in Tarentum, 
Pennsylvania, a graduate of Freeport (Pennsylvania) 
High School and daughter of Fred Duerr and Marie 
(Aretz). 

The Smiths have one daughter, Kellie Lynn, born 
March 19, 1959. 


EDGAR G. BEANE, D.D.S. 


Dr. Edgar G. Beane, dentist, past mayor, and out- 
standing figure in the civic affairs and organizations 
of Lake Worth was born March 22, 1894, in McKees 
Rocks, a suburb of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, son of 
George W. Beane and Annie R. Graham, His father, 


a physician, who died in 1935, received his medical 
training at Bellevue Hospital in New York City. His 
mother, who died in 1955, is buried with her husband 
in Sewickley, Pennsylvania. 

Edgar Beane received his early education at the 
Pittsburgh Academy, later attended the University 
of Pittsburgh, and then graduated from the University 
of Illinois with his D.D.S. degree in 1917. 

He served in the United States Army Dental Corps 
as a First Lieutenant in the European Theater of 
Operations from 1917 to 1920 and after the service 
practiced dentistry in his hometown of McKees Rocks. 
In 1924 Dr. Beane settled, and established a dental 
practice in Lake Worth, Florida, where he has been 
located since that time. 

Dr, Beane, former mayor of Lake Worth, takes a 
great interest in the civic affairs of his community. He 
is a director of the First Federal Savings and Loan 
Association of Lake Worth, past president of the 
Rotary Club, past president of the Lake Worth Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and a member of the West Palm 
Beach Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. 
He is past master of the Gulf Stream Lodge of the 
Masons, belonging to all Scottish Rite bodies up to 
and including the 32nd degree; is a member of the 
Mahi Temple Shrine; the Lake Worth Grotto; the 
American Legion; and the Presbyterian Church, 

In professional organizations, Dr, Beane holds mem- 
berships in the American Dental Society, the Florida 
State Dental Society, and the East Coast District Dental 
Society. 

On July 6, 1923 in McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania, he 
married Virginia Katherine Priddy, a native of McKees 
Rocks, and daughter of John W. Priddy and Clara 
Elizabeth Miller. 

Dr. and Mrs. Beane have two children. They are: 

1. Donna Louise Beane, born in 1924 in McKees 
Rocks, married to Emory L, Sutton of Lake Worth. 
She is a graduate of Lake Worth High School, re- 
ceived her A.B. degree from Florida Southern College, 
and acquired her M.A. degree from the University of 
Oklahoma. The Suttons have two children, Lynn and 
John Sutton, both born in Florida. 

2. Dr. John W. Beane, born in Lake Worth in De- 
cember of 1928, who graduated from Lake Worth High 
School, and received his B.S. degree at Florida 
Southern College and then his D.D.S. degree at Emory 
University Dental School in 1956. He is now asso- 
ciated with his father in their Lake Worth dental 
practice and is married to Mary Sue Weathersly of 
Jacksonville, Florida, who also graduated from Florida 
Southern College. Dr. and Mrs. John Beane have two 
children: 

1. Alden Beane, born in Atlanta, Georgia. 

2. Dale Beane, born in Lake Worth, Florida. 


ROBERT DARWIN TYLANDER 


Robert Darwin Tylander, lawyer and banker in the 
West Palm Beach area, was born February 20, 1918, 
in Fort Pierce, Florida, son of William Emanuel Ty- 
lander and Minerva Augusta Cook. His father, a lum- 
berman and banker, was born in Evanston, Illinois, 
November 3, 1878, and died November 13, 1960. His 
mother was born in Conway, Massachusetts, October 
9, 1876. His parents settled in Fort Pierce, St, Lucie 
County, Florida, in 1901. 

Robert Tylander graduated from St. Lucie County 
High School in the class of 1936 and attended the 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


University of Florida, where he received his B.S.B.A. 
degree and, in 1943, his LL.B. degree. At the University 
of Florida he was a member of Florida Blue Key 
and Pi Kappa Phi fraternity. 

He was associated in the office of Ausley, Collins 
and Ausley of Tallahassee, Florida, from 1943 to 1945, 
after which he opened a law office in West Palm 
Beach, and in 1947 joined the firm of Winters and 


‘Foskett. In 1948 he became a partner in the firm of 


Winters, Foskett, Cook and Tylander, but left this con- 
cern in 1954 when he formed the firm of Tylander and 
Simpson. During 1956 he assisted in establishing and 
became a member of the Board of Directors of the 
First Bank of Boca Raton in Boca Raton, Florida. 

In 1944 Mr, Tylander was named one of Florida’s 
five outstanding young men by the Florida State 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, a 
former member of the Board of Governors of the 
Florida Bar, and in 1949 was president of the Junior 
Bar Section of the Florida Bar. He is a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association and also holds membership in the Ameri- 
can Judicature Society and Phi Delta Phi legal hon- 
orary society. 

He is a past president of the West Palm Beach Club 
of Lions International, a member of The Country Club 
of Florida, the Sailfish Club of Florida in Palm Beach, 
and a member of the Episcopal Church, serving on 
the Standing Committee of the Diocese of South 
Florida. 


On June 13, 1943, in Tampa, Florida, he married Mary 
Merle Jones, born May 5, 1920, in Tampa, daughter of 
James Graham Jones, born November 21, 1891, in 
Tiplersville, Mississippi, and Ila Blake Jones, born 
August 28, 1893, in Gainesville, Florida. Mrs. Tylander 
attended public schools in Tampa and graduated from 
the University of Tampa in 1942, E 

The Tylanders have two children, both born in West 
Palm Beach. They are: 

1. Mary Claire Tylander, born January 8, 1947, 

2. Caroline Cook Tylander, born May 5, 1950. 


SENATOR FRED ©. DICKINSON, JR. 


To State Senator Fred O. (“Bud”) Dickinson, public 
service is the greatest satisfaction one can have in 
life. The Senator from Palm Beach County probably 
inherited his interest in politics from his grandfather 
Bell. Joseph E, Bell, a native of Mississippi, was a 
friend of William Jennings Bryan and a pioneer in 
Palm Beach city and county government. He lived 
in Gainesville, Florida, a few years before moving 
his family to West Palm Beach in 1887—one of the 
first families to settle there—where he was associated 
with Henry Flagler and later with the Florida Power 
and Lisht Company. He served on the City Council 
of West Palm Beach and was chairman of the Palm 
Beach County Commission for several years. Mr. Bell 
died in 1942 at the age of 73, 

Bud Dickinson’s mother, Georgia Bell, was born in 
Gainesville, Florida. His father, Fred O, Dickinson, 
Sr., was born in Beaufort, North Carolina, and came 
to Florida about 1916. He was engaged in the real 
estate business in West Palm Beach until about 1940, 
when he moved his business to Jupiter, where he also 
operates a fernery. He is a veteran of World War I. 

Fred O. Dickinson, Jr. was born in West Palm Beach 


[yt] 


March 28, 1922, and received his early education in 
the public schools of West Palm Beach and Lake 
Park, graduating from Palm Beach High School in 
1940. In high school he was prominent in the student 
body and was president of the first Student Senate. 
Snpwn ee the “Boy Orator”, he won the American 
Legion oratorical contest and was state orator for 
the Order of DeMolay for three years. He also was 
active on the school boxing team, 

Bud Dickinson entered the John B. Stetson Uni- 
versity in 1940 and began to work his way through 
college—waiting on table, shining shoes, and taking 
part in boxing matches. He was president of the 
freshman class and won a scholarship in speech. After 
three years absence in the Marine Corps during 
World War II, he returned to Stetson for three months, 
and during that period was vice president of the 
student body. He then transferred to the University 
of Florida for his first year of law study, but returned 
to Stetson, where he was made president of the 
student body and vice president of the Honor Court. 
In his junior year he was president of the Florida 
Association of College Student Governments. He re- 
ceived his Bachelor of Laws degree from Stetson Uni- 
versity in 1948, and upon being admitted to the Florida 
bar that year entered the law office of Horner C. 
Fisher, prominent attorney of West Palm Beach. In 
1949 he became a partner in the firm of Fisher and 
Dickinson, which is now Fisher, Dickinson and Prior. 

Senator Dickinson first showed his flair for politics 
at the age of 17, when he stumped for the candidate 
B. F. Paty. He has been active in the Young Demo- 
crats of Florida for many years. Elected to the House 
of Representatives in 1955, he received the Allen 
Morris award as the outstanding first-termer. In 1956 
he was chosen to fill a vacancy in the Senate, and a 
few months later was elected to a full term, repre- 
senting the 35th Senatorial District. He is also a 
member of the Legislative Council and serves on in- 
terim committees. 

Palm Beach County, the largest in the state, includes 
vast farm and ranch lands as well as the metropolitan 
Gold Coast; which means that the Senator from West 
Palm Beach represents widely diversified interests. 
He had to learn to speak the language and understand 
the problems of the farmer and working man as well 
as of the business man and civic leader in the fast- 
growing coastal towns. One of his special interests 
in the Legislature is Flood Control, which greatly 
concerns the farmers of the Everglades. It is to his 
credit that he is popular with both the rural and the 
urban groups. In his try for the Governorship in 
the 1960 primaries he was solidly supported by the 
county. 

Senator Dickinson is a member of the national, 
state, and county bar associations and served on the 
board of governors of the Junior Bar Section of the 
Florida State Bar, He is state chairman of the Heart 
Fund; on the board of trustees for the Florida Sheriffs’ 
Boys Ranch; has served as director of the Palm Beach 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross, and is 
active in a number of civic organizations, including 
the Kiwanis Club. He holds membership in the Phi 
Alpha Delta legal fraternity, the Pi Kappa Phi social 
fraternity, and formerly belonged to Ye Mystic Krewe. 
As a member of the First Methodist Church of West 
Palm Beach, he has taught an adult Sunday School 
class for the past ten years. ' 

Shortly after Pearl Harbor Bud Dickinson, then a 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


student at Stetson University, enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps and served in the Pacific from 
Guadalcanal to Okinawa. He was awarded the com- 
manding General’s personal citation for combat 
achievement, and in August 1945 was sent to Officers 
Candidate School and commissioned a Second Lieu- 
tenant in the Marine Corps Reserve. He is a member 
of the American Legion and its Forty-and-Eight club, 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Legion of Honor, 
and a charter member of Sons of the American Legion, 
Squadron #12, Department of Florida. 

Senator Dickinson is much in demand as a non- 
political speaker and obliges as often as his numerous 
activities permit. He keeps physically fit with the 
aid of a punching bag in the Dickinson’s game room, 
a converted garage, and in the summer months with 
an early morning swim on the beach. The family’s 
pride is the Model T Ford, which is more than a 
museum piece, being in frequent use for local drives. 

On January 4, 1952, in West Palm Beach Fred O. 
Dickinson, Jr. married Mildred (“Boots”) Goddard, 
daughter of Mildred (Campbell) and D, A. Goddard 
from Nashville, Tennessee. Mrs. Dickinson is a grad- 
uate of Palm Beach High School and attended the 
University of Alabama. The Senator and Mrs, Dickin- 
son have four children, all born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Fred O, III, born November 29, 1952. 

2. Douglas (Doug), born May 12, 1954. 

3. Catherine (Cathy), born February 5, 1956. 

4, Dwight, born September 13, 1958. 


JUDGE IRA VAN BULLOCK 


Elected Municipal Court Judge of the City of Lake 
Worth in 1949, when he was only twenty-nine years 
old, Ira Van Bullock still holds that office, having 
been continuously re-elected since then. 

He was born in Meherrin, Virginia, July 23, 1920, 
son of Montgomery Q. and Helen (Carr) Bullock. His 
father, who died in the spring of 1958, was employed 
by the Florida East Coast Railroad for many years. 
His mother is still living in Miami, where the family 
moved when the future Judge was in his infancy. 

He graduated from Miami High School and from 
the University of Miami with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Law in 1946. Admitted to practice law in Florida that 
same year, he settled in Lake Worth and has carried 
on a general practice of law there since then. 

Judge Bullock is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, and the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association, He is a member and past 
president of Lake Worth Kiwanis Club, a member of 
the Elks Lodge #1530 of Lake Worth, of the Gulf 
Stream Masonic Lodge, and of the Episcopal Church. 
Fishing and hunting are his preferred recreations. 

Ira Van Bullock was married in Lake Worth October 
14, 1944, to Audrey Virginia Fuquay, daughter of 
Robert Orville and Audrey (Swan) Fuquay. Mrs. 
Bullock is a native of Lake Worth and a graduate of 
Lake Worth High School. She is a member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star. 

Judge and Mrs. Bullock are the parents of four 
daughters. They are: 

1. Barbara Ann, born July 23, 1945. 

2. Janet, born April 13, 1947, 

3. Gail, born April 20, 1950. 

4. Jennifer, born November 21. 1957. 

Barbara Ann and Janet are students at Lake Worth 
Junior High School. 


WAYNE AKERS 


President and sole owner of Wayne Akers Ford, Inc. 
of Lake Worth and of Wayne Akers Motors in West 
Palm Beach, this young man, a former commercial air 
lines pilot, has now been in the automobile business 
for more than ten years and has had a tremendous 
success with his own Ford dealerships in Lake Worth 
and in West Palm Beach. Aside from the established 
reputation of the Ford automobile, the reason for his 
success must be ascribed to his own good qualities as 
a salesman—a thorough knowledge of his product, a 
natural liking for people, and the ability to get around 
and make friends. He credits his earlier life as a pilot 
for his sales ability. 

Wayne Akers was born in Pontotoc, Mississippi, July 
22, 1919, son of Olin H, and Maude T. (Plunk) Akers, 
both living in Pontotoc, Mississippi. His father, now 
retired, was postmaster of Pontotoc for thirty-six years, 
Wayne graduated from Pontotoc High School, attended 
Mississippi State College, and then the University of 
Mississippi for three years, working to pay his way. 

One week after Pearl Harbor he volunteered for the 
United States Air Force and was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant. He spent the next four years 
flying, and from October 1942 to July 1944 served as 
pilot in a combat support squadron in North Africa 
and Italy. 

Leaving the service in 1945 with the rank of Major, 
he went to work as pilot for Chicago and Southern 
Air Lines (now merged with Delta), J. K. Dobbs, Sr., 
head of Hull-Dobbs Company of Memphis, Tennessee, 
said to be the world’s largest Ford dealer, used to 
fly on his plane a lot. He kept telling Akers what a 
good business the automobile business was and what 
a success he could make in it. So, in December 1949 
he left the air lines with the rank of Captain, which 
required holding an Air Line Transport rating (the 
highest a civilian pilot can get), and went to work for 
Hull-Dobbs Company in Memphis, After a year as 
salesman he became general manager of their Ford 
dealership in Cleveland, Ohio, and subsequently man- 
aged Hull-Dobbs dealerships in Fort Wayne, Chicago, 
St. Louis, Birmingham and Montgomery, Alabama, 
and, for a short time in 1953, in West Palm Beach. 

In 1955 he decided to strike out for himself and 
opened his own dealership in Lake Worth. The rapid 
growth of that area was a factor in his choice of it 
as a site for his business. His modern building on 
North Dixie Highway includes one of the biggest serv- 
ice departments in the Palm Beaches area, with 
twenty-four work stalls and complete body, metal 
and paint shop. His gross sales for 1956, the first full 
year he was in business, were over $2,000,000. In 1957 
he opened a second dealership, Wayne Akers Motors, 
in West Palm Beach, with the exclusive franchise 
for English Fords for Palm Beach County. During 
his second full month of operation there he sold 
thirty-five new English Fords, which was far beyond 
his expectations. In 1959 he ranked twentieth in sales 
volume of the new English Ford. 

Mr. Akers is a member of the Florida Automobile 
Dealers Association, the National Automobile Dealers 
Association, a charter member of the Ford 500 Club, 
a member of Lake Worth and West Palm Beach Cham- 
bers of Commerce, Lake Worth Rotary Club, the 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
United States Air Force Reserve, Lake Worth Elks 
Lodge, the Florida Sheriffs Boys Club and Father 
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Flanagan’s Boys Town. He is a member of the Metho- 
dist Church, a 32nd degree Mason of the Scottish Rite, 
Shriner of Al Chymia Temple (Memphis, Tennessee), 
and member of the Palm Beach Shrine Club, An 
ardent golfer and fisherman, he is a member of Lake 
Worth Country Club and West Palm Beach Country 
Club, West Palm Beach Fishing Club, Boynton Inlet 
Fishing Club, and a member of the Court of King 
Neptune’s Airmen. 

He was married at Sardis, Mississippi, March 29, 
1947, to Kathryn Elizabeth Jemison, daughter of Wil- 
liam Homer and Florence (Thompson) Jemison. Mrs. 
Akers graduated from Sardis High School and in 1946 
was a stewardess for the Chicago and Southern Air 
Lines. ; 

Mr, and Mrs. Akers have four children: 

1. Robert Lestie, born September 26, 1951, in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

2, Wayne Lamar, Jr., born July 10, 1954, in Memphis. 

3, William Holmes, born September 6, 1955, in Mem- 
phis. 

4, Patricia Kay, born July 26, 1957, in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. 


BARTLETT ARNOLD 


Characterized in a newspaper column series on out- 
standing personalities in Palm Beach County as a “self- 
made Georgia Cracker whose life in Florida repre- 
sents many milestones in the saga of lower east coast 
development,” Bartlett Arnold is now Town Manager 
‘of the one and only Palm Beach. 

He was born at Lost Mountain, Cobb County, Geor- 
gia, October 3, 1897, son of Josiah Wilson Arnold, a 
merchant and farmer, and Mintie Meadows, both na- 
tives of Georgia. His father was born at Villa Rica 
February 20, 1860; his mother at Brownsville on 
August 20, 1868. # 

B. Arnold (he seldom uses his full name) attended 
the Seventh District Agricultural and Mechanical School 
in Georgia, Georgia Military Academy, and the Univer- 
sity of Georgia for three years. His education was 
interrupted by a stretch in the Army during World 
War I. At the university he was an outstanding tackle 
on the football team and in later years played semi- 
professional football. For many years he officiated in 
high school football games up and down the east 
coast of Florida. He also sponsored a semi-professional 
baseball team which played in a league with West 
Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale and Miami. 

At the University of Georgia Mr. Arnold studied 
engineering, and while working on a project in Bruns- 
wick, Georgia, in 1919 met executives of the Ford 
Motor Company and was offered a sales job in Jack- 
sonville. He accepted and went into promotional work 
for the company, In 1921 he was awarded a Ford deal- 
ership in St. Lucie County, Florida, and moved to 
Fort Pierce, where he remained until 1929; then moved 
to Vero Beach and opened another Ford agency there, 
Still working for the Ford Motor Company, he moved 
to Fort Lauderdale in 1933, and to Marietta, Georgia, 
in 1936. That year he sold his Ford dealership, re- 
turned to Fort Pierce, and opened a wholesale auto- 


motive equipment firm, which he continued to operate: 


until 1949. 

Mr, Arnold first held public office when he served on 
the City Council of Vero Beach from 1925 to 1927. In 
1938 he was elected Mayor of Fort Pierce and served 
two terms. At the same time he was appointed to the 


School Board of St. Lucie County and served sixteen 
years in that unpaid office. He was City Manager of 
Fort Pierce for one year, 1945 to 1946, and County 
Manager of St. Lucie County from 1949 to 1951. In 
1951 he became Director of Maintenance of Central 
and Southern Florida Flood Control District, and held 
this position until 1959, when he accepted his present 


appointment as Town Mariager of the Town of Palm 
Beach, 


During his early years in Florida, Mr. Arnold’s 
travels took him into many parts of the state and on 
some wild journeys, In 1921 there was no road between 
Fort Myers and LaBelle, and it took a whole day in a 
model T Ford to make the trip. You just took off across 
the fields and when you came to a river you stayed 
on the wrong side until you came to a ferry big 
enough to take you across, Boats navigated a canal 
from Fort Lauderdale into the Everglades to haul 
out vegetables, There was no other way into the 
area. Water always fascinated Mr. Arnold, and he tells 
fantastic tales about rains, hurricanes and floods. The 
worst rainfall he can recall during his many years 
in Florida occurred in October of 1924, when it rained 
twenty-three inches in twenty-four hours. U.S. High- 
way #1 at Stuart was covered by a lake, and a boy 
who went swimming in that area drowned, 


The Central and Southern Flood Control District is 
a direct outgrowth of a 1947 hurricane which did 
more than $50,000,000 worth of damage in Broward, 
Palm Beach and Dade counties. Water was five feet 
deep in Fort Lauderdale streets that fall, and numerous 
farmers in the Everglades were financially wiped out 
by rain and floods. It will be years before all phases 
of the project (established by an act of Congress May 
6, 1948, and supported by a Florida Legislative bill 
in 1949) can be completed. But what has been ac- 
complished already has made Palm Beach County the 
largest grower of winter vegetables in the United 
States. The effectiveness of the system was demon- 
strated during the heavy rains of the winter of 1957- 
58, when the pumps were in operation from Decem- 
ber 23 to February 3 and kept thousands of acres of 
vegetables from being drowned out, As director of 
operations and maintenance in the District, Mr. Ar- 
nold considered his job a twenty-four hour assign- 
ment. He had a two-way radio setup in his car and 
kept in touch with operations at all times. 

The District covers an area of seventeen counties, 
from Titusville on the north to Homestead on the 
south. Nine pumping stations connect up with a huge 
network of canals and regulate water levels. The 
level of Lake Okeechobee is kept under fourteen feet. 
The largest pumping station, located at Twenty Mile 
Bend, moves 220,000,000 gallons of water a minute. 
The water is pumped into three conservation areas, 
totaling 849,000 acres, within the Flood Contro] District. 
At least two of these areas are being converted 
into game preserves, which will provide another tourist 


‘attraction for Florida. Preventing infiltration of salt 


water into fresh water is another function of the Flood 
Control system. This is done by maintaining a higher 
level on the fresh water side of a gate. A series of 
generating stations throughout the network provides 
electricity for pumping and communications, The 
backbone of the system is a dike, 130 miles long, ex- 
tending from Lake Okeechobee to Homestead. Lateral 
canals tie in and these in turn are available for 
hookups with private lands which need drainage in 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


some seasons, irrigation in others. The cost of the 
private canals is borne by farmers who use the service. 
The system provides plenty of fresh water and at the 
same time alleviates flood conditions. 

All construction in the District is handled by the 

United States Corps of Engineers, who draw plans, 
accept bids and let contracts. As each unit is completed 
it is turned over to the Flood Control District for 
maintenance and operation. Overall policy is set by a 
Board of Governors. The operation breaks down into 
various divisions, such as. engineering, legal, planning 
and research, land acquisition, finance and operations. 
It is financed by federal and state taxes and a millage 
tax on property within the District. 
_ Mr. Arnold is a member of the Executive Board of 
Florida Continuing Educational Council; a Mason, 
Shriner, Elk, Kiwanian and Rotarian; a past presi- 
dent of the Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, mem- 
ber of North Palm Beach Country Club and the Sail- 
fish Club, and a member of the Episcopal Church, He 
likes to hunt better than anything except eating, and 
has several fine bird dogs. He also plays golf. 

At Fort Pierce on April 30, 1924, Bartlett Arnold 
married Elizabeth Tylander, who was born at Eau 
Gallie, Florida, October 19, 1903. Her father, William 
E. Tylander, was born in Chicago November 3, 1878; 
her mother, Minerva Cook, in Conway, Massachusetts, 
October 9, 1877. Mr. and Mrs, Arnold have two chil- 
dren and two grandchildren. 

Jeanne Arnold Grant was born November 16, 1930. 
She has two sons: Jon Arnold Grant, born in Gaines- 
ville, Florida, in July 1955; Neil Bartlett Grant, born 
in West Palm Beach September 8, 1958. 

Bartlett Arnold, Jr., born December 1, 1934, in 
Marietta, Georgia, is with Pratt and Whitney, 


ROLAND ARNOLD .- 


Sole owner and operator of Arnold Ford Sales, Inc., 
of Vero Beach, Roland Arnold has been in the auto- 
mobile dealership business since 1921, when he was 
nineteen. He should know cars, especially Fords and 
Chevrolets. He isa past president of the Vero Beach 
Automobile Dealers Association and currently vice- 
president of the Sixth District of Florida Automobile 
Dealers Association. 

Born in Powder Springs, near Marietta, Georgia, 
June 5, 1902, he is a son of Joseph Wilson and Minnie 
(Meadows) Arnold. Both his parents were born in Co- 
lumbus, Georgia, and both died in Marietta; his mother 
in February, 1919, his father on June 20, 1928. Joseph 
W. Arnold was a farmer and merchant in Georgia and 
was postmaster of Lost Mountain. 

Roland Arnold was educated in the public schools of 
Georgia and graduated from the Seventh Agricultural 
and Mechanical School at Powder. Springs, Georgia. 

He came to Fort Pierce July 7, 1921, and went to work 
for Tindall Motor Company, a Ford agency, in the parts 
department. The next year he went into sales, and in 
1924 moved to Vero Beach and went into partnership 
with his brother, B. Bartlett Arnold, who had established 
the Vero Beach Ford Agency in 1922. Incidentally, Bart- 
lett is now manager of the Town of Palm Beach. 

The brothers sold out the Vero Beach Ford Agency 
in 1932, and Roland managed the Chevrolet Agency in 
that town for the next two years. In 1934 he and a Mr. 
Carter formed the Arnold-Carter Chevrolet Company, 
which was sold in the spring of 1938. Arnold had signed 
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as distributor for American Oil Company in Indian 
River County in 1935, and now took over the active 
management of the Amoco agency. For the next fifteen 
years he carried on this business, finally selling it in 
May, 1953. A year later he and Harry C. Offutt, now 
Mayor of Vero Beach, organized Arnold-Offutt Ford, 
Inc. In 1955 Arnold became the sole stockholder and 
since then has been operating this business as Arnold 
Ford Sales, Inc. He bought back the Amoco Agency 
in October, 1957, and his son-in-law now operates this 
business. 

In addition to the business organizations already 
mentioned, Mr. Arnold is a member of the Vero Beach 
Chamber of Commerce, the Sebastian River Area 
Chamber of Commerce, a charter member of Elks 
Lodge #1774 of Vero Beach and Lodge #1520 of Fort 
Pierce, and a member of the First Methodist Church of 
Vero Beach. He has been a state director of the Florida 
Men’s Amateur Golf Association and a member of the 
Florida State Senior Golf Association. Needless to say, 
golf is his hobby. 

Roland Arnold married Laura Fay Parker in Fort 
Pierce on October 11, 1926. She was born in Lake City, 
Florida, July 20, 1905, daughter of Otis R. and Lenore 
(Johnson) Parker. Her father was an attorney in Lake 
City and Jacksonville before coming to Fort Pierce in 
1905, and served one term as Representative in the State 
Legislature. Her mother is still living in Fort Pierce. 

A daughter, Fay Lenore Arnold, was born May 21, 
1931, in Fort Pierce. She married Clyde Scent, who 
manages the American Oil Company, a wholesale 
agency, in Vero Beach. 


CHARLES R. DORSEY 


Founder of the oldest mortgage business in Palm 
Beach County, that has been in cortinuous service since 
September, 1924, Charles R. Dorsey originally operated 
under the name of Baldwin Mortgage Company until 
1934, when he purchased the interest of that company. 
For approximately one year he operated under his own 
name, then the business was incorporated as Charles R. 
Dorsey, Inc., operating a general insurance business 
and also a mortgage banking business. In 1952 the Palm 
Beach Mortgage Company was organized to conduct 
the mortgage banking business. 

Mr. Dorsey is a native of Lyons, Georgia, where he 
was born February 10, 1896, son of Charles Nelson and 
Chellie (Coleman) Dorsey. His father was a farmer and 
turpentine operator in South Georgia near Waycross. 
Charles R. attended the Piedmont Institute at Waycross 
and Mercer University at Macon, Georgia. 

In the first World War he served as a Lieutenant in 
the 117th Machine Gun Battalion in the 3lst Division 
at Camp Wheeler, Georgia, and in France, where he 
was assigned to duty as machine gun instructor in a 
small town out of Paris. After the Armistice he was as- 
signed to headquarters in Paris for seven or eight 
months. 

Immediately following his discharge from the Army, 
Mr. Dorsey came to Jacksonville in the employ of Swift 
and Company as a specialty salesman, selling hotels 
and restaurants. He remained with this company a 
few years and then was employed by Consolidated Gro- 
cery Company in Jacksonville. During his stay in Jack- 
sonville he joined the American Legion as a charter 
member and organized the first howitzer company in 
the state of Florida, serving as Captain of the company. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


After about a year and a half with Consolidated 
Grocery, he was employed as a salesman by the Cud- 
ahy Packing Company and traveled the entire state of 
Florida, selling Old Dutch Cleanser. Within approxi- 
mately six months he was promoted to Sales Manager 
for six or seven states. He made frequent trips to Miami, 
where he met a number of young men with whom he 
had gone to school and played baseball and football 
prior to the war. Some of them were in the mortgage 
loan business, and it was through Mr. Albert Hill that 
Mr. Dorsey became interested in the mortgage business. 
-Resigning from Cudahy Packing Company, he began 
his career with Baldwin Mortgage Company in the early 
part of 1924 and spent approximately two weeks in 
training before coming to West Palm Beach. 

Mr. Dorsey is a past director of the Florida State As- 
sociation of Mortgage Bankers, past president of the 
West Palm Beach Mortgage Bankers Association, and 
past president of the Insurance Board of the Palm 
Beaches. Active in civic work, he is a member of the 
United States Chamber of Commerce as well as the 
Florida State and the West Palm Beach Chambers of 
Commerce. He is a past director and member of the 
Kiwanis Club of West Palm Beach, past president of 
the West Palm Beach Y.M.C.A., a member of Elks 
Lodge #1352, and a member of the First Baptist Church 
of West Palm Beach, in which he is a deacon and 
treasurer. 

On December 19, 1927, in West Palm Beach, Mr. Dor- 
sey married Ida Jarrell, daughter of J. H. and Cora 
(Northen) Jarrell of Alabama. The Dorseys have two 
sons: Charles R., Jr., born October 26, 1928, and James 
Thomas, born August 11, 1931. 

Charles R. Dorsey, Jr., graduated from Palm Beach 
High School, attended Stetson University and graduated 
from Miami University. He served two years in the 
United States Air Force in the Korean War and is now 
vice-president of both Charles R. Dorsey, Inc. and Palm 
Beach Mortgage Company. He married Ann Clamp of 
West Palm Beach, and they have a son, Charles R. III, 
born in 1955, and a daughter, Dianne, born in 1959. 


NORMAN CHARLES SCHMID 


The president of the firm of Norman C. Schmid 
and Associates, Consulting Engineers, of Palm Beach, 
has served as Town Engineer of the Town of Palm 
Beach since 1929. 

He was born in Buffalo, New York, September 28, 
1897, son of Charles F, and Minnie C. (Kiener) 
Schmid, The family moved to Denver, Colorado, in 
1900, and Mr, Schmid’s father, a retired manufacturer 
of jewelry, is still living there at the age of 90. His 
mother passed away in 1950, aged 80. 

Norman Schmid graduated from North Denver High 
School and in 1921 from the University of Colorado 
with the degree of Civil Engineer..From 1921 to 1925 
he was associated with Stearns and Rogers Manu- 
facturing Company in their engineering department in 
Denver. 

He came to Miami, Florida, in 1925 and was employed 
as an engineer by the Biscayne Engineering Company. 
In 1926 he went to West Palm Beach and worked as 
assistant engineer for the City of West Palm Beach 
until October of 1929, at which time he entered upon 
his long service to the Town of Palm Beach. 

From 1941 to 1943 Mr. Schmid was Chief Engineer 
for Watt, St. Clair and Belcher Oil Company of 
Miami while they were constructing the Sanford 


Naval Air Base, which was completed in 1943. He 
then returned to Palm Beach to resume his service 
as Town Engineer, and also at that time organized 
the consulting engineering firm which he still heads. 
His associates in this firm are John G, Oxer and 
Robert G. Hutcheon. 

Mr. Schmid is a member of the National Society of 
Professional Engineers, thé American Society of Civil 
Engineers, the Florida Engineers Society, the Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, the Old Guard Society, 
Beta Theta Pi fraternity, the Sailfish Club of Palm 
Beach, of which he is now secretary, and the Episcopal 
Church. Golf is his recreation. 

On November 8, 1928, in West Palm Beach Norman 
C. Schmid married Janice R, Rugg, daughter of F. 
Merle Rugg and Mary J. Harrison. Mrs. Schmid grad- 
uated from Columbus School for Girls in Columbus, 
Ohio, and attended Dennison College in Ohio; also 
the Katherine Gibbs Secretarial School in Boston, 
Massachusetts, Three sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Schmid, of whom Charles the eldest is deceased. The 
others are Raymond and Jon. 

Raymond A. Schmid, born September 20, 1938, at 
West Palm Beach, graduated from Baylor School for 
Boys at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and is now a student 
at Florida Southern College, Lakeland, in the class 
of 1961. He is a member of the varsity rowing crew 
and of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. 

Jon C. Schmid, born September 4, 1941, graduated 
from Baylor School for Boys and is now a student at 
the University of Florida, Gainesville, where he is on 
the varsity swimming team and is a member of Alpha 
Tau Omega fraternity. 


JOSEPH FEARNLEY 


“Lake Worth’s magnetic Realtor with the matching 
personality,” as he was referred to in the All Florida 
Weekly Magazine article in October 1957, Joseph (Joe) 
Fearnley has been running his own real estate firm in 
Lake Worth since 1951 and has four branch offices— 
at Boynton Beach, Jupiter, Canal Point near Lake 
Okeechobee, and in the Melbourne area. 

Son of Harry and Emily (Turner) Fearnley, he was 
born at South Porcupine in the Dome Mines area of 
Ontario, Canada, on September 7, 1913. The family 
lived in Buffalo, New York, for some time before mov- 
ing to the Palm Beach area of Florida in 1924. Joe’s 
father was a plumbing contractor and was the plumber 
for the Breakers Hotel in Palm Beach. He died in 
1932, and Mrs, Fearnley, Joe’s mother, died in 1955. 

Joe Fearnley graduated from Lake Worth High 
School and worked his way through John B. Stetson 
University, receiving his B.S. degrce in 1946 after his 
service in the Navy in World War II as Yeoman First 
Class. He had his eye on a legal career, but the Florida 
real estate boom of the mid-forties changed his mind, 
and he became a real estate salesman, advancing before 
very long to sales manager. In 1951, feeling that he 
had served a suitable apprenticeship, he embarked as 
a real estate broker in his own right and has been no- 
tably successful. He has a staff of over thirty dedicated 
real estate people associated with him, many for a 
number of years. They come from all walks of life 
and all parts of the country, which enables them to 
cope intelligently with the thousands of clients, who, 
like themselves, represent a variety of backgrounds. 

Thoroughly systematized in operation, the Fearnley 
establishment is yet loosely enough organized so that 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


all its members may work closely and harmoniously 
on a number of related projects. Six departments in- 
clude residential, acreage, rural acreage, industrial, 
income property, and business opportunities, (Business 
opportunities range in price from $2,500 to $1,000,000.) 

People hear of this Palm Beach County realtor from 
friends and acquaintances, from other realtors across 
the country with whom he cooperates, and through 
his advertising in such papers as the New York Times, 
the Chicago Tribune, the Detroit News, the Wall Street 
Journal, and the Christian Science Monitor of Boston. 
Speaking of clients in search for a particular type of 
property, Mr. Fearnley says, “If we don’t have what 
he wants, then we turn ‘white hunter’ and go out and 
find it for him!” Through cooperating realtors all over 
the state the Fearnley office is in a position to submit 
properties in the $25,000-and-up bracket almost any 
place in Florida. These range from luxury homes to 
hotels, waterfront property, and small industries, On 
the other hand, no prospective client is too small for 
Fearnley’s to handle. Mr. Fearnley believes that the 
rental prospects of today will be the homeowners of 
tomorrow, and has long been an advocate of selling 
real estate to young people. “Even the lowest paid 
single man or woman can afford to buy a low-priced 
lot on the installment plan,” he says, 


Insurance is so closely linked with home ownership 
today that an insurance department as part of the 
well-integrated real estate office has become an ac- 
cepted and welcome service. In larger organizations 
it is often a separate entity, although closely linked 
with the parent firm. This is the case with the Fearn- 
ley-Spence Insurance Agency at Lake Worth. Formerly 
the Henry C. Preston Insurance Agency, it was ac- 
quired by Mr. Fearnley, who chose Wilton B. Spence 
of Winter Park as the ideal man to operate it, and 
under his experienced guidance the firm has expanded 
tremendously. Mr. Spence observes that most of to- 
day’s Fearnley-Spence clients are partial to the firm’s 
Home Owners “package policy,” under which all major 
contingencies and risks are covered on a convenient 
budget basis, or at slightly lower cost on an annual 
premium basis. 


Mr. Fearnley was named Florida’s “Realtor of the 
Year” in 1956 by the Florida Association of Realtors, 
of which he is a former vice-president. He is past 
president of the Lake Worth Board of Realtors and, 
in addition to these two groups, holds membership in 
the following organizations: National Association of 
Real Estate Boards, National Institute of Real Estate 
Brokers (State chairman for 1959-60), National Insti- 
tute of Farm Brokers, Transamerican Real Estate Cor- 
poration, the American Chapter of the International 
Real Estate Federation, the International Traders Club, 
Riviera Beach Board of Realtors, Boynton Beach Board 
of Realtors, the Palm Beach County Resources De- 
velopment Board, Florida State Chamber of Commerce, 
Lake Worth Chamber of Commerce (past treasurer), 
Riviera Beach Chamber of Commerce, and the Canal 
Point Chamber of Commerce. Hs is also a member 
and past president of the Lions Club, a member of the 
Flying Farmers of Florida, of Sigma Nu Phi fraternity, 
of Gulf Stream Lodge, F, and A.M., the 32nd degree 
Scottish Rite bodies, Mahi Temple Shrine at Miami, 
the Elks, the American Legion, and the Baptist Church 
at Lake Worth. Fishing and boating are his favorite 
pastimes, 

Joseph Fearnley was married in Lake Worth May 


9, 1940, to Julia Crocker, a native of Lake Worth and 
graduate of its high school, daughter of William E. 
and Gertrude Crocker. Mrs, Fearnley is a registered 
nurse, a gradaute of Southern Baptist Hospital, New 
Orleans, Louisiana. The Fearnleys have a son, Joseph 
Edward, born May 19, 1950, at Good Samaritan Hos- 
pital, West Palm Beach, whe is now a student at Bar- 
ton Elementary School in Lake Worth. 


GUSTAY A. MAASS 


A prominent architect of Palm Beach, where he has 
been in private practice since 1930, Gustay A, Maass 
is the designer of many beautiful residences in Palm 
Beach and along the entire east coast of Florida, 
as well as many schools, churches, and cooperative 
apartments. 

Son of Gustav A., an engineer, and Margaret (Oel- 
schlagel) Maass, he was born in New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana, December 27, 1893, He graduated from Birming- 
ham High School, Birmingham, Alabama, and received 
his Bachelor’s degree in Architecture at the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1917. After two years service in 
the United States Navy in World War I, he was as- 
sociated with the prominent architectural firm of War- 
ren, Knight and Davis in Birmingham, Alabama, from 
1919 to 1925. 

Coming to West Palm Beach, Florida, in April of 
1925, he joined the architectural firm of Harvey and 
Clarke, and continued this association until 1930, at 
which time he opened his own office in Palm Beach, 
where he has carried on a successful business for thirty 
years. Among the buildings he has designed are the 
following: Palm Beach Junior High School and Ele- 
mentary School, Boynton Beach Junior High School, 
Riviera Beach High School addition, Carver High 
School, Plumosa Elementary School, the First Presby- 
terian Church of West Palm Beach, the Boynton Beach 
Presbyterian Church, and Sea Mount Cooperative 
Apartments at Boynton Beach. 

Mr. Maass is a member of the Florida Association of 
Architects, the American Institute of Architects, and 
is past president of the Palm Beach chapter of the 
A.LA. His church is the West Palm Beach First Pres- 
byterian. 

At Mobile, Alabama, on December 28, 1921, Gustav 
A. Maass married Helen Hensley of Mobile, daughter 
of William Earl Hensley, a native of Newbern, Ten- 
nessee, and Victoria Kalleen of Hamilton, Ontario. 
Mrs, Maass graduated from Barton Academy at Mobile, 
Alabama. Mr, and Mrs. Maass have a son and a daugh- 
ter and, to date, six grandchildren. 

Harold G. Maass, born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
February 3, 1933, graduated from Palm Beach High 
School, the University of North Carolina, and the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, where he received his Bachelor's 
degree in Law, and is now a member of the law firm of 
Ally, Maass, Rogers and Lindsay, of Palm Beach. Dur- 
ing World War II he served in the Naval Air Corps 
with the rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade, In Novem- 
ber of 1954 he married Nancy Ally, daughter of Judge 
Raymond C. Ally of Palm Beach, and they have four 
children: Michael Gustav, Robb Raymond, Sara Hens- 
ley, and John Ally, all born in Palm Beach. 

Carol Jean Maass, born February 27, 1940, in West 
Palm Beach, graduated from Fairfax Hall, Waynes- 
boro, Virginia, and from Rollins College at Winter 
Park, Florida. In June of 1954 she married William R, 


[98] 









 anash 


ilies rig ee ¥ 
i ta eed fc 
1 soled nb wach 


PRAAM A , hale ee 


ved sf cvodw donett mint Ww fosidow Insider A 
eeauld WA vetoes) OCL-sornte oviiadig waving nv cod 
‘mic ni eronsblusr inliengd yneor Jo roniaek alt wm 
Jobiolt Jo fume tea riioe orlt gadls| fan Home 
eviwedess bins . eedinnds loedse vient AG thaw ae 
ere rn hieds 


-l9D) dovdtureht bas. raps & na fy vmei® ia noe 


irtvod anwlv) we al abad cow of camel (ioheldce 
-shninrli mon bxtatheny oh 4 al XS toditaceT efa 
boviusds bon .cooidet® pga Joodeg faith was 
ciate of on rebtsoridowA ai ovelieh 2 dipdaell vel 
mM Sivoo). tte ow) 4 A PRE a siepelyonred't Bis) 
As. ¢h “3 Y W thio ai vrolt eeatete inadacsil . wiht 


-16 WE tp ra esateatide Jigme od? ditw bstengs 
rte | eer LA _fl agave eri at etWet] bere niginA , ry! 
y £S0t w Gia 
Yo att ci absolt m wil rie yan Os aeiaD 
fon Youll jo anit liyvutastioowe of} boctiai gob BOL 
te OL Tiiag walaasan » 4h bouraos hee abu? 
fosed mict ai oofffy nwo ain Ds 500 ort onerh foity 
vinide 21 eorieud biiqacont ane bobrws vedo ovsdy 


sat gta loons ant of axwblind at gaoaiA. gymey 
ot oy foodies ish vont rigged clad ao works 
eostod | tgald iA sonsti Motte 08 ‘awk 5 wtesiteeit 
Awl say itt? “oilihba loodes. anil doastl Aue at 
~ yaa Mt Jared od} loariui vie teeta eo ogi 1 hea ac 


eo notevod, edt doo. nied J23W. Wo seni) geil 
ovileueod Javoll A baie obowd> pobsolydest) 

ni miors noioveti te alone eA, 
to mulinivoseA shholt ont too vedetom « af eae aM > 


bua Jain witiavrA. le aii sfatth rine only at} oli 


“ii Ys veiqeds doas mlet of? to Ineb ape Sanc{ é 
Y mleG soe WY of) e) dowito ai ACL A 
pararesti: 

vntewed TORT So sedens0sG Wo ertendclA .olidoM JA 
voiftenob slide lo volta falslt boiriam wacht A 
-al tudvea to svidet « ela ined osilliW ‘te 
wet) .cotiré!l WW oealinH adinainiV bon .sevaen 
fMdeolé ic yeseno A sonal oneal hea liptsbarny aos iM 
ee Gy lets nou 4 ved eeneh aN bie oo M emedalA, 
sorhlisobeetg aie .olab of .bas yal 

Sheer’? pmourgtieadD oi ayod weaell DD blowh 
Hoek aint gerd batechery £60i § ~iearsdst 
wilt tise spiia i) Aitevt Fea “ieeein ett} ood! 
crab vist bevigue: ol ewitvy, jateteY Yo eiitersv 
ott to unhorom 9 Yeor ei hes ond a sevrgob 


att » x) +? em 
“Wats 22003 Os 


og hi af on leapt od 2 58 
Fase the 





oh Ye eon tert, mareage 


Jaiaevio a 
tguens ao 8 





cals rte Ae stots Lan, actors Sete lA. 
1 derived itl to" fiers tt We 







disdie pores 


ra Be ? . 7 7a 
bus le UM 4 





avr 
eter asictes’ rw? aw 





“"dve screens gee Base so? ye 







Sindee 


fli ai wert -cotern 
trove toad yah OO0Ss old. ie Soil 


ate ert URUEE Weir ae 


2 fives god @ trrells aedongertq of. bind yorlto 9 
of judt asveiled wir mo. 74 p Preater oF ay dais 
ho enw wgth ‘od’ Tive yaad to etapa fase 
nitilive lo admoavha an mesd yriol ved Gas ~worrom 
bisecy rowel ot) cava sigoeg wae af othe Is 
baoit{- wert * hc of fate ras atacwow. Jo ABET 

wae at Seinlg tnomlisteal: 


aes hier ot 
oy Yo Moy &e Inde Shun et ae 


3e. me ome Rod avila ofetes leat 
enotiasiaayt wyrsl ah: oirrve, entootewy, ftv 
besa qsxols fyiedils wyiintes ‘ois1sq94 6 oe 
<@vao on? riiw onng off vi gid trait tims 
ghodine Tt dhe W oded te yacady . 
«ne Bea? dl $comeRA corms | noah sD. 
eS gy A wot vendo offw sgolireet OM, yd bei 
hae J¢ wtersge of mer isgbi od? es Ae apni 
bobumge eed wll oft sonabisrg 6: 2k sl obs 

ree. avn 
Jewit. ads of Snirwg aia 0 Po eorede- wot ay 
wigen (xz daisy noben “pilog egedaiq™ srorewO verse 


Rach te nt bas zotonouniin 








te 10 elesd: togba 
ined ealrrew 
atft to sotlaad]” o'sbizolh Boman emer  xalnte’t 3M 
w1oile9S Yo aobntoce: A philT a” pres pif ta 
feaq ve oH Arbtesii-otlv sonal s ¢ 
‘ban grotleall lo betel es0W eal off to Jnoblus 
ai gqtherdaeem silted «quew ows seed) ot eb 
cra noitenoueA, lenaniisH cool ainecke niv 
eradat feof te otetitant fp { slips aad 
-ital Lacnota% (00-0200 2 emer 
~70) sieie lao mesirsm 
fenoitenseinl ads cu Wi 
.dulD esoboyt lnstoitise 
bean dowstl suingndl 4 niwoR to 
-31 sxvtvoeelt ytanoD das 
sxpontseD to wedi? ese ak 






























BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Trezise of Wilton, Connecticut. They have two chil- 
dren: Russell Randall and Steven Andrew, both born 
in Baltimore, where they reside. Mr. Trezise served in 
World War II in the Pacific area as a First Lieutenant 
in the Air Force. 


HERBERT C. SAYLES 


A Bostonian by birth, Herbert C. Sayles established 
his mortgage banking business in West Palm Beach 
in 1954, and is now (1960) president of the Mortgage 
Bankers Association of Palm Beach County, having 
previously served that body as vice president and 
director. 

A son of Arthur E. Sayles, a retired merchant of 
Boston, and of Jeanne (Moncoeur) Sayles, Herbert C, 
Sayles was born in Boston June 5, 1916. He graduated 
from Quincy High School in that historic suburban 
town of Massachusetts and attended Northeastern Uni- 
versity Law School in Boston. From 1935 to 1953, ex- 
cepting four years in military service, he was with the 
John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
Boston, in their mortgage loan department. 

During World War II, from 1941 to 1945, he served 
in the Army Air Force and was a pilot in the African 
theater of operations with the rank of First Lieutenant. 
He is a member of the American Legion, West Palm 
Beach Post, and of the Disabled Officers Association. 
Mrs. Sayles, a registered nurse, also served in World 
War II, from 1942 to 1945, as a Second Lieutenant in 
the Army Nurse Corps. 

Mr. Sayles is a memher of the Mortgage Bankers 
Association of Florida, as well as the county associa- 
tion which he is serving as president this year, and a 
member of the West Palm Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce. His church affiliation is Congregational, 

He was married in Rockland, Maryland, March 16, 
1943, to Grace Morgan, daughter of Morgan Morgan 
and Mae (Taylor) Morgan, She is a graduate of the 
Frankfort School of Nursing in Philadelphia. Mr. and 
Mrs. Sayles are the parents of four children: 

1. Peter H., born in Boston, Massachusetts, February 
12, 1946. 

2. Richard A., born in Quincy, Massachusetts, April 
16, 1947, 

3. Renee M., born in Boston November 4, 1949. 

4. John L., born in West Palm Beach, Florida, De- 
cember 13, 1954. 

Peter is a student at the Forest Hills High School, 
Richard at the Conniston Junior High School in West 
Palm Beach. 


JAMES N. BOROWSKI 


James N. Borowski came to Florida with the United 
States Engineers in 1942 and remained to establish 
himself in business in Palm Beach, where he has won 
a reputation for his work and his personal qualifica- 
tions. 

He was born in Allentown, Pennsylvania, October 
15, 1910, son of John A. and Elsie (Nagle) Borowski. 
His father was born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and 
was a prominent merchant in Allentown for many 
years before his death in 1939 at the age of 79. His 
mother, a native of Allentown, died in 1949, aged 74. 

James Borowski graduated from Allentown High 
School in 1928 and received his technical training un- 
der a private tutor at West Point, New York, where 


he remained to practice the profession of engineering 
until July of 1942. At that time he came to Florida 
with the United States Engineers, and for the next 
two years was employed in many parts of the state. 
In 1944 he resigned from his government position and 
became associated with Norman C. Schmid, town en- 
gineer of Palm Beach, with whom he continued until 
1948, when he established his own private practice, The 
following is a partial list of Mr. Borowski’s outstand- 
ing contributions in structural engineering: Good 
Samaritan Hospital and St. Mary’s Hospital, both in 
West Palm Beach; Royal Poinciana Playhouse; Park 
Place Cooperative Apartments; 300 South Ocean Co- 
operative Apartments; 389 Lake Trail Cooperative 
Apartments. 


Mr. Borowski is a member of the National Society 
of Professional Engineers, Florida State Engineering 
Society, the American Concrete Institute, Palm Beach 
Rotary, and the Episcopal Church. He was affiliated 
with the Order of DeMolay. A talented musician, he 
plays the piano, and also enjoys gardening as a recre- 
ation, In 1945 Mr. Borowski received a commendation 
for civilian service from the United States War De- 
partment, in recognition of his completion of ten years 
of faithful and satisfactory service rendered to the 
War Department and the nation, covering the years 
1935 to 1945. 


He was married in Allentown, Pennsylvania, April 
17, 1939, to Dorothy June Gruhn, daughter of Charles 
Frederick and Hilda (Kocher) Gruhn, both natives of 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Her father, who died in 
1938, was with Bethlehem Steel Company for many 
years. Mrs. Borowski is a graduate of Bethlehem High 
School, Pennsylvania, and is an active member of the 
Good Samaritan Hospital Auxiliary. A son and a 
daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs, Borowski. 

John Talbot Borowski, born September 29, 1941, at 
West Point, New York, graduated from Graham-Eckes 
School cum laude. An honor award student for the 
years 1951 to 1957, he was president of his class and 
salutatorian. He is now a student at the University of 
Pennsylvania and is a member of the varsity crew 
and Phi Gamma Delta fraternity. 

Hilda Dorothy Borowski, born May 23, 1943, at Ponte 
Vedra, St. Johns County, Florida, is a student at Web- 
ster Tufts School, Lake Worth, Florida. 


ST. EDWARD’S CHURCH, PALM BEACH 
RT. REV. J. P. OO MAHONEY, PASTOR 


St. Edward’s Catholic Church of Palm Beach, built 
in the mid-twenties, is an integral part of the Palm 
Beach scene and a place of worship of which its pa- 
rishioners may be proud. 

The community is largely indebted to the late Colo- 
nel Edward R. Bradley, famed sports figure and 
pioneer resident of Palm Beach, for this beautiful 
church. Designed by the late Mortimer D, Metcalfe, 
the church was built under the direction of a building 
committee headed by Michael H. Nagle, whose recent 
death leaves only Niles S. Babbitt of the original group. 
Others on the committee were: Colonel Bradley, John 
F. McEvoy, John T. Kelly, J. J. O’Brien, Edward Foley, 
Thomas A. Clarke, Joseph C. Hutchison, William John 
Spain, J. F. Fitzgerald, E. C. Donnelly, Jesse Smith, 
and E. F. Minden. 

The Spanish Renaissance style of architecture is 
beautifully adapted to tropical landscaping, and the 
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cast stone exterior has stood up well under the trop- 
ical storms to which it has been exposed during the 
past three decades. Intricate carving of ecclesiastical 
symbols features both the facade, with its bell tower, 
and the interior archways, A hand-carved walnut 
screen separates the vestibule from the interior. The 
stained glass windows with their muted, jeweled tones 
are reminiscent of age-old European cathedrals. The 
altars and statues are of white Carrara marble. The 
large window over the entrance above the choir loft 
depicts the patron saint of the church, King Edward 
the Confessor of England. 


Ground was broken for the church on April 4, 1926, 
on property at the northwest corner of North County 
Road and Sunrise Avenue, The building is 130 by 90 
feet, including the cloisters, First services in the 
church were held on Christmas Eve, 1926. The church 
was Officially dedicated February 13, 1927, by the Most 
Rev. Patrick Barry, D.D., then Bishop of the Diocese 
of St. Augustine, During its construction and early 
days as a mission, the Rev. Felix J. Clarkson of St. 
Ann’s Church, West Palm Beach, served as its pastor. 
It continued as a mission until January 1, 1941, when 
it was admitted to independent diocesan status as a 
parish church by the Most Rev. Joseph P, Hurley, 
Bishop of St. Augustine. The first resident pastor of 
the parish was the Rev. James Cloonan, who was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Thomas G, Jones and Rev. Patrick 
D. O’Brien; then, in November 1949, by the Rt. Rev. 
J. P, O’Mahoney, the present pastor. 


A native of Ireland, Monsignor O’Mahoney came to 
this country when very young; took his high school 
studies at Niagara Falls and attended the Seminary of 
St. Viator in Illinois. He entered the University of 
Florida in 1928 with the dual objective of studying for 
a law degree and carrying on his duties with the Na- 
tional Board for the Propagation of the Faith Society, 
on which he has served under Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. 
He received his law degree in 1933 and was admitted 
to practice before the United States Supreme Court 
in 1937, but elected to continue parochial work Spe- 
cial recognition as a distinguished graduate of the 
University of Florida came to Monsignor O’Mahoney 
in 1953, during the university’s centenary celebration, 
when, together with such notables as General James 
Van Fleet, he received the Centenary Award. 


Besides Colonel Bradley, the following persons are 
named among the benefactors who contributed to the 
building, ornamentation and furnishings of St. Ed- 
ward’s Church: Mr. and Mrs. Niles S. Babbitt, who 
gave the St, Edward’s window and the two small 
flanking windows of St. Cecilia and St. Gregory, pa- 
trons of music; Mr. and Mrs. William J. Connors, who 
gave the main altar; John T, Kelly and Joseph C. 
Hutchison, who gave the two larger side altars; Edward 
Schiedler and Town of Palm Beach employees, who 
gave the St. Edward and St. Rita shrines respectively; 
Patrick Joseph Sexton of Melbourne, who gave the 
65-foot marble and bronze Communion rail; Mr. and 
Mrs. William John Spain, who gave the Little Flower 
shrine in the vestibule, In addition to his larger bene- 
factions, Colonel Bradley donated the St. Anthony 
shrine in the vestibule and one of the sixteen clerestory 
windows, which represent a gift of at least $3,000 each. 
The donors of the other fifteen windows were: Mrs. 
John B. Lee, Mrs. Charles E. F, McCann, John W. 
McDonald, James Butler, William F. Kenny, Charles 
R. Conway, Mrs. Margaret Nahm, Mrs. William Ran- 


dolph Hearst, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy, Mr. 
and Mrs. James F. McDonald, Mrs, John R. Bradley, 
George MacDonald, James P. Donahue, Mr, and Mrs. 
Daniel J. Cullinan, and Friends of Stephen C. Meigher. 
Other donors listed on church records are: John R. 
Bradley, Miss Mary O’Connor, Mrs. Michael H. Nagle, 
Mrs, Carroll Dorsey Keelgr, Miss Julia G. Fitzgerald, 
Mr, and Mrs. William P, Finley, Mrs. Esther Hynds, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Hallett, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. 
Woods, Mrs. J. J. O’Brien, Dr, and Mrs. J. D. Ken- 
nedy, Samuel Lit, Dr. H. P. Swift, Mrs. M. J. Shaugh- 
nessy, Mrs, Frank E, Lally, Anna J, Cummins, Miss 
Catherine McGuire. A number of gifts were made 
anonymously. 

With a view to future expansion, Monsignor O’Ma- 
honey has recently acquired three lots on Sunrise 
Avenue and property on Root Trail across County 
Road, which at present is being used chiefly for much 
needed parking space. It is one of Monsignor O’Ma- 
honey’s fondest hopes that all indebtedness on the 
new property may be cleared soon, so that the church 
may be consecrated. 


NAPOLEON WASHINGTON MIZELL 


Founder of the Mizell, Faville and Zern Funeral 
Home, located in West Palm Beach, Napoleon W. 
Mizell comes from an old Florida family of north cen- 
tral Florida. His first ancestor in this country settled 
in St. Augustine in 1513, and the residence where he 
lived on St. George Street is still standing. 

Son of Henry M. and Sarah (Becks) Mizell, Napoleon 
was born in Melrose, Alachua County, Florida, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1895, His father was a farmer in that rural 
area and was Sunday School Superintendent and Choir 
Master of the Baptist Church there. He died at Peniel, 
near Palatka, in May 1899. 


N. W. Mizell was educated in the public schools of 
DeLand, Florida. From 1911 to 1917 he worked with 
J. F. Allen, owner of a furniture and undertaking busi- 
ness in DeLand, and it was there he learned the under- 
taking business. During the first World War, from 1917 
to 1919, he served in the United States Army, first in 
the 300th Motor Transport Training Company, later 
transferred to the 306th Motorcycle Company, with the 
rank of Sergeant Senior Grade. During the influenza 
epidemic of 1918, when he was at Camp Hancock in 
Augusta, Georgia, Sergeant Mizell was the instigator 
of the establishment of a funeral unit there. 

From 1919 to 1921 he was associated with Carey 
Hand at Orlando; from 1921 to 1924 with the Ferguson 
Funeral Home in West Palm Beach; and in 1924 he 
established his own funeral home in West Palm Beach. 
During the disastrous hurricane of 1928, Mr, Mizell 
was designated by Governor Martin to go to the Ever- 
glades to supervise the disposition of the deceased 
storm victims. 

Mr. Mizell is the holder of Funeral Director License 
#49, and is one of six living members of the original 
fifty Florida license holders. He is a member of the 
Florida Funeral Directors and Embalmers Association; 
a member of the Rotary Club and the Chamber of 
Commerce of West Palm Beach; a member of Elks 
Lodge #1352, the American Legion, the Boys Club of 
America of Palm Beach, the Senior Citizens Associa- 
tion, the First Baptist Church, and served for twenty- 
nine years on the High School Athletic Board. 

Mrs. Mizell was Martha M. VanFleet of St. Peters- 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


burg, Florida. A son, Robert S. Mizell, was born Jan- 
uary 4, 1931, in West Palm Beach. He graduated from 
Palm Beach High School and from the University of 
Florida with a degree in mechanical engineering and 
is now associated with the Douglas Corporation on the 
Thor missile as a hydraulic and air conduit engineer. 
His home is in Cocoa, Florida, He and his wife, Sally, 
have three sons: Gary, born in Gainesville, Florida, 
May 18, 1953; Stephen, born in Fort Worth, Texas, 
October 9, 1954; and Randy, born in Atlanta, Georgia, 
May 27, 1957. 


JAMES Y. ARNOLD 


President of Arnold Construction Company of Palm 
Beach since he established his business there in 1925, 
James Y. Arnold has been the contractor for many 
large building projects in the Palm Beach area and 
elsewhere in Florida. 

He was born in Elberton, Georgia, September 14, 
1899, son of William T. Arnold, a merchant and banker 
in Elberton all his life, who died in 1941, and Eddie 
(Herndon) Arnold. His mother is still living and di- 
vides her residence between Elberton, Georgia, and 
Palm Beach, Florida. 

Mr, Arnold graduated from high school in Elberton 
and attended Georgia School of Technology, Atlanta, 
class of 1921. During the first Worid ..a: he served 
in the United States Army in Heavy Artillery, After 
completing his technical education in 1921, he estab- 
lished the Arnold Construction Company of Georgia 
and operated this business for four years. 

Coming to Palm Beach ‘in 1925, he arrived on the 
afternoon when the Breakers Hotel burned down. 
Among the large building contracts his firm has han- 
dled since then are: the 500-bed Southeast Florida 
Tuberculosis Hospital at Lantana; the Southwest Flor- 
ida Tuberculosis Hospital at Tampa; the T. Hillis 
Miller Health Center at the University of Florida, 
Gainesville, which covers some half million square 
feet and cost more than $15,000,000; the Sears-Roebuck 
Building and the Montgomery Ward Building in West 
Palm Beach; and more than 100 outstanding homes in 
Palm Beach, among them the Philip T. Sharples resi- 
dence, the Philip Armour residence, and the home of 
Mrs. Parthenia B, Garratt. 

Mr. Arnold is secretary-treasurer of the Old Guard 
Club; secretary of the American Cancer Society of 
Florida; a trustee of the Junior Museum of Palm 
Beach; treasurer and trustee of the Royal Poinciana 
Chapel, the oldest church in Palm Beach County; a 
member of the First Presbyterian Church of West 
Palm Beach, the Everglades Club. and the Alumni 
Association of Georgia School of Technology. His rec- 
reation is golf and his hobbies are raising orchids and 
amateur photography, 

He was married at Elberton, Georgia, April 21, 1921, 
to Kathleen Grogan, daughter of Judge George C. and 
Addie (Stark) Grogan of Elberton, Mrs. Arnold at- 
tended LaGrange College in LaGrange, Georgia. 

The Arnolds have one son, James Y., Jr., born at 
Elberton, Georgia, October 11, 1924. He graduated from 
Palm Beach High School and attended Georgia School 
of Technology until his junior year, when he entered 
the Naval service in World War II and served aboard 
the ship “U.S.S. Artemis” in the Pacific theater with 
the rank of Lieutenant. He graduated from Stetson 
University in 1948 and has twice served as National 
President of the Alumni Association. He is now presi- 


dent of Arnold Construction Company of Palm Beach. 
On December 24, 1946, he married Roberta Blum of 
West Palm Beach, and they have four children: 

1. James Y. Arnold, III, born March 30, 1948, 

2. Paige Brooks Arnold, born May 17, 1951. 

3. Frederick Brooks Arnold, born June 22, 1953. 

4. Laurie Stark Arnold, *born March 4, 1955. 

All were born in Florida. 

Mr. Arnold, Sr.’s residence at 3 South Lake Trail 


was constructed in 1890 and is one of the oldest in Palm 
Beach. 


HAROLD A. OBST 


Now in the twelfth year of his independent operation 
as an architect in Palm Beach, Harold A. Obst did 
architectural work in New York City and South Amer- 
ica before coming to Palm Beach, where he and his 
wife, under the name of Obst Architects, have built up 
a successful business. 

He was born in New York City October 18, 1917, son 
of Curt J. and Christine (Kuhnbuch) Obst. His father, 
an accountant by profession, died in 1949. His mother 
has kept her residence in New York. 

Harold Obst graduated from Stuyvesant High School, 
New York City, and received his A.B. degree from 
Columbia University in 1938 and his Bachelor’s degree 
in Architecture from Columbia’s School of Architecture 
in 1941. He became associated with Walsh and Driscoll! 
Engineering Company of New York as Junior Engineer. 
His duties brought him to South America, where he 
built barracks, air fields, and fuel depots for the United 
States Government. In 1942 he entered the United 
States Navy and served for three years with the rank 
of Lieutenant. He was recalled during the Korean war 
and in 1951-52 served as an executive officer on a de- 
stroyer with the rank of Lieutenant Commander. 

Mr. Obst first came to Palm Beach in 1946 and 
worked for several local architectural firms until No- 
vember of 1948, when he established his own practice. 
In the same year his wife, Emily V. Obst, who also had 
worked in New York City and in Key West, Florida, as 
an architect, opened an office in West Palm Beach. In 
1949 Harold and Emily Obst combined their talents and 
facilities to form the present firm of Obst Architects, 
with headquarters at 214 Royal Palm Way in Palm 
Beach, 

Mr. Obst is a member of the Florida Association of 
Architects and the American Institute of Architects, 
now vice president of the Palm Beach chapter of the 
ALA. He is a Lieutenant Commander in the United 
States Navy Reserve; a charter member and was first 
president of the Palm Beach Lions Club; secretary of 
the Palm Beach Islanders; and a member and vestry- 
man of the Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit. 

He was married on November 8, 1943, at St. Paul's 
Chapel, Columbia University, New York City, by 
Bishop Stephen Bayne, now Bishop of Washington, to 
Emily Virginia Turk of Norfolk, Virginia, daughter of 
Morris and Diana (Umstadter) Turk. Mrs. Obst grad- 
uated from Barnard College with an A.B, degree in 
1939 and from Columbia University School of Architec- 
ture in 1944. 

Mr. and Mrs. Obst are the parents of three children: 
1. Anthony, born in New York City April 13, 1945, now 
a student at Palm Beach Junior High School and presi- 
dent of the Student Council; 2. Mary, born in West 
Palm Beach, January 30, 1947; 3. James, born in West 
Palm Beach, November 13, 1953. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


SIDNEY C. WOOD 


A member of the law firm of Sims and Wood, Sidney 
C. Wood was Municipal Judge of the community of 
Lake Clark Shores in the Palm Beach area, and is now 
vice-mayor. 

He was born at Lake Worth July 26, 1922, son of 
Joseph H. and Edna (Clark) Wood. His mother died 
in 1953, his father in 1955. Joseph Wood was a care- 
taker and was formerly associated with the Everglades 
Drainage System. 

Sidney Wood graduated from Palm Beach High 
School and attended Georgia Military College at Mil- 
ledgeville, Georgia. He entered the United States Army 
in 1942 and served in the Far East theater with the 
rank of First Lieutenant. He is now a Major in the 
Army Reserve and is a member and vice president of 
the Reserve Officers Association. After the war Mr. 
Wood attended the University of Florida, where he 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1954, and his 
Bachelor of Laws degree in 1951. Admitted to the Florida 
state bar in 1951, he became associated in law practice 
with Walter Travers of West Palm Beach and continued 
with him until 1957, when he joined Albert T. Sims in 
forming the law firm of Sims and Wood, with which he 
has been associated since then. Mr. Wood was appointed 
Municipal Judge of Lake Clark Shores in 1959. 

He is a member of the Florida State and the Palm 
Beach County Bar Associations; is past District Vice- 
President of the University of Florida Alumni Associ- 
ation and a past president of the Palm Beach County 
Chapter; a member of Kappa Sigma, Phi Alpha Delta, 
and Alpha Kappa Psi fraternities; of Palm Lodge #327, 
F. and A.M., all Masonic bodies up to and including the 
32nd degree, Scottish Rite, Mahi Temple Shrine of 
Miami, and the West Palm Beach Shrine Club; a mem- 
ber of American Legion Post #12, and of the Episcopal 
Church. For recreation he likes fishing, hunting, and 
tennis. 

In Autaugaville, Alabama, on July 20, 1945, Sidney 
C. Wood married Lucy Elizabeth Fortner, daughter of 
John W. and Lucy (Gilmer) Fortner. Mrs. Wood at- 
tended the University of Alabama. She and Judge 
Wood are the parents of two children: 

1, Deborah Susan, born May 6, 1949, now a student 
at Meadow Park School. 

2. Joseph R. Wood, born November 14, 1955. 


ALBERT T. SIMS 


Since 1951 Albert T, Sims has been practicing law 
in West Palm Beach, and is a former Judge “ad litem” 
of that city. His grandfather, of the same name, home- 
steaded in Volusia, Florida, in the 1880s, farmed and 
ran a livery stable. 

Mr. Sims was born in West Palm Beach September 
10, 1922, son of Earl V. Sims, a retired member of the 
police force of Palm Beach. His mother was Nellie 
Quinn. 

Graduating from Palm Beach High School, he en- 
tered the University of Florida where, in 1950, he 
received the degree Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration, and in 1951 his Bachelor’s degree in 
Law. Meanwhile, from 1941 to 1946, he served in the 
United States Navy Aviation as a Machinist’s Mate 
First Class. At present he is a Captain in the United 
States Air Force Reserve, assigned to Headquarters, 
Air Force Missile Technical Center, Patrick Air Force 
Base. 


Admitted to practice law in Florida in 1951, Mr. Sims 
carried on a private practice in West Palm Beach until 
1957, at which time the law firm of Sims and Wood 
was formed in partnership with Sidney C, Wood. 

Mr. Sims is a member of the Florida Bar and the 
Palm Beach County Bar Association; of Kappa Sigma, 
Phi Alpha Delta, and Alpha Kappa Psi fraternities; of 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce of West Palm Beach, 
the Y.M.C.A., and the Flotilla Club. Shoating is his 
favorite sport. 

In West Palm Beach on July 6, 1947, he married 
Anne Elizabeth Mandigo, daughter of Mabel and Fran- 
cis Mandigo. Mr. and Mrs. Sims are the parents of two 
daughters: 

1. Sheila Marie, born June 14, 1949, in Gainesville, 
Florida. 

2. Sheryl Ann, born December 10, 1958, in West Palm 
Beach. 

Mrs. Sims is a registered nurse and until the birth 
of Sheryl she was active in Palm Beach Chapter, 
American Red Cross. She is now active in the Reserve 
Officers Ladies Association, 


F. THEODORE BROWN 


For the first ten years of his career, F. Theodore 
(Ted) Brown, registered real estate broker of West 
Palm Beach, worked at his profession as electrical en- 
gineer, He has been in the real estate business since 
coming to Florida in 1925, A civic minded man, Mr. 
Brown served four years on the West Palm Beach City 
Commission and two years as Mayor, during which 
time West Palm Beach made the only municipal bond 
settlement of its kind, namely 75c on the dollar on prin- 
ciple and ten cents on the back interest. 93% of all 
outstanding bonds, amounting to nearly $20,000,000 in 
principal and interest, were settled this way, 

He was born in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, May 30, 
1892, son of Abraham G. and Clara (Eyer) Brown, His 
father, a native of Pennsylvania, was in the dairy and 
lumber business. Ted Brown graduated from Bucknell 
Academy in his home town in 1911 and from Bucknell 
University in 1915 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Electrical Engineering. During the next eight years 
he worked as an engineer for the Washington Ter- 
minal Company, Washington, D.C., Bethlehem Steel 
Corporation, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and the Emer- 
gency Fleet Corporation of the United States Shipping 
Board. From 1923 to 1925 he was production manager 
for Electrical Development and Machine Company of 
Philadelphia. 

Coming to West Palm Beach in 1925 when the Florida 
real estate boom was at its peak, he entered that busi- 
ness and survived the depression that followed soon 
afterwards. In addition to the main office at 530 North- 
wood Road, West Palm Beach, he has branch offices at 
Jupiter and Juno Beach. He is a past president of the 
West Palm Beach Board of Realtors and past vice presi- 
dent of the Florida State Association of Realtors. 

Elected to the City Commission in 1933, he served 
until 1939, with the exception of the two years when 
he was Mayor, 1935 to 1937, He is a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club, and the First 
Presbyterian Church of West Palm Beach. 

Mr. Brown was married in Washington, D.C., in June 
1918 to Lorine Keller, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Keller. She died in February 1924, In January 1926 
Mr. Brown married Florence Thiele of Washington at 
West Palm Beach. He has two daughters and a son. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


1. Lorine, born in Washington, D.C., February 7, 
1924, graduated from Palm Beach High School and 
from Florida State College in 1949 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Accounting. She married Waldo H. 
Gibson of West Palm Beach, who attended Georgia 
School of Technology and is now a professional engi- 
neer, specializing in air conditioning and heating. They 
have two daughters: Florence, born September 15, 
1956, in West Palm Beach, and Jennie Sue, born March 
23, 1960. 

2, Betty Ann, born in West Palm Beach August 11, 
1927, graduated from Palm Beach High School in 1945 
and from Florida State College in 1949 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Education. In 1950 she married Theo- 
dore Shackley of West Palm Beach, a graduate of the 
University of Maryland. 

3. F. Ted Brown, Jr., born in West Palm Beach Jan- 
uary 22, 1929, graduated from Palm Beach High School 
in 1946 and from the University of Florida in 1950 with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administra- 
tion, He served in the Army Air Corps in the Korean 
War and is now Assistant Vice-President of the West 
Palm Beach Building and Loan Association, He is 
Vice-President of the West Palm Beach Board of Real- 
tors, a director of the Kiwanis Club, and member of 
the First Presbyterian Church of West Palm Beach. 
He married Anne Leach of West Palm Beach (daughter 
of the late Charles Carr and Helen Henchey Leach) 
who also is a graduate of Palm Beach High School and 
Florida State College. They have four daughters, born 
in West Palm Beach in the following order: Ellen 
Anne, in 1954; Elizabeth Florence, 1956; Margaret, 
1958; and Jane, in 1959. 


FRED DICKERSON CALDER 


An insurance agent in Lake Worth since 1946, Fred 
Dickerson (Dick) Calder recently came into the na- 
tional spotlight as the first person in the Western 
Hemisphere to sight the Russian moon satellite, Lunik. 
He is a son of John Calder who owned the John Cal- 
der Stock Farm in North Henderson, Illinois, and be- 
came a national figure as a breeder of trotting and 
pacing horses, His father died in October, 1941. His 
mother, Ida Dickerson Calder, is living in Galesburg, 
Illinois. 

Dick Calder was born in North Henderson, Illinois, 
and assisted his father on the farm until he graduated 
from Alexis High School. For the next few years he 
traveled extensively and was associated in various 
enterprises. Deciding to enter the insurance field, he 
took special extension courses at both the Maryland 
Casualty Company and the University of Florida, hav- 
ing come to Florida in 1939. 

When World War II broke out he enlisted in the 
United States Navy and served for the duration, Be- 
cause of a special knowledge of electronics and radar 
which he had acquired, he was transferred to Navy 
Aviation and became an aviation instrument specialist. 

Returning to Lake Worth in 1946, Mr. Calder be- 
came associated with R. S. Erskine in his insurance 
agency as Erskine-Calder, Inc., and since Mr. Erskine’s 
death in 1957 has carried on independently in the gen- 
eral insurance business. 

He is a member of the American Legion, Elks Lodge 
#1530 of Lake Worth, the Kiwanis Club, and the Chris- 
tian Science Church. On December 29, 1940, in Lake 
Worth he married Helen L. Fritch, daughter of Mrs. 
O. F. Breatt of Lake Worth, and a graduate of Lake 


Worth High School and Belle Isle College, West Palm 
Beach, Mr. and Mrs. Calder have two children: Fred 
D. Jr., born December 4, 1942, who is graduating this 
year (1960) from Lake Worth High School; and Frank 
Robert, born December 11, 1950. 

Mr, Calder’s hobby is electronics and science in gen- 
eral, also gem cutting. He is a member of the Palm 
Beach County Moonwatch Team, from whose head- 
quarters on Carambola Road the satellite Lunik was 
sighted on November 2, 1959. The 614 pound satellite 
was 35,600 miles away when Calder’s keen eyes caught 
sight of it through the telescope and followed the faint 
object across the sky. As what he saw tallied with other 
data, the sighting was officially confirmed by the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., and Mr. 
Calder received a telegram of congratulations from 
George Conant of that institution. Harold Burnham, 
leader of the Moonwatch Team, gave credit also to 
John Champlin, whose mathematics worked out ex- 
actly the proper position for sighting by telescopes. 
The local team, which is made up of volunteers, has 
had several important firsts to its credit. All equip- 
ment required is available at the team headquarters. 


EDGAR S. WORTMAN 


A prominent architect of Lake Worth, Edgar S. 
Wortman has been practicing his profession in Palm 
Beach County since 1936, excepting four years in mili- 
tary service, and has been architect for Palm Beach 
County Board of Public Instruction for sixteen years, 
1942 to 1960. He received two citations from the East 
Florida Chapter of the Association of General Con- 
tractors—one for his preparation, his clear and concise 
drawings and specifications; the other for his protec- 
tion of the interests of the client and his equitable 
consideration of the general contractor and sub-con- 
tractor. 

His father was Pearl A. Wortman, a professional 
engineer in the state of Ohio and former Mayor of 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, for several years, who died De- 
cember 26, 1957. His mother was Mae Symonds. Both 
parents are buried in Bellefontaine, Ohio, where Ed- 
gar was born July 22, 1906. He graduated from Belle- 
fontaine High School in 1925 and came to West Palm 
Beach, Florida, in that year; returning to Chicago 
Technical College, Chicago, to complete his education 
in the class of 1932. It was there he studied architec- 
ture. 

He was admitted to practice his profession of archi- 
tecture in the state of Ohio in 1934; in the state of 
Florida in 1935; and also was admitted to practice in 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Mis- 
sissippi, He established his private practice in West 
Palm Beach in 1936. 

Mr. Wortman specializes in school and bank archi- 
tecture. Among his works are: Lake Worth Library and 
Museum; Forest Hill High School, West Palm Beach; 
South Olive Elementary School, West Palm Beach; 
Seacrest High School, Delray Beach; The Bank of 
Palm Beach and Trust Company; Commerce Bank of 
Lake Worth; The First Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociation of Lake Worth; and many other beautiful 
public buildings, 

Mr. Wortman is a past president of the Palm Beach 
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects and 
past president of the Florida Association of Architects. 
At present he is a member of the Board of Examiners 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


and Appeals of Lake Worth, and is a past City Com- 
missioner, past member of Lake Worth Zoning Board, 
and past director of the Lake Worth Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

During World War II he served in the Army Engi- 
neer Corps, Entering in 1942 with the rank of Captain, 
he was promoted to Major and finally to Lieutenant 
Colonel. With the exception of twelve days traveling 
to and from ports, all of his time in service was spent 
in the European theater of operations, He was awarded 
the Bronze Star and a citation. 

He is a member of the American Legion and Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, Elks Lodge #1530 of Lake Worth, 
and the Calvary Methodist Church, In St. Augustine, 
Florida, on July 19, 1935, he married Kathryn McCully 
from his home town in Ohio, a graduate of Bellefon- 
taine High School. 


G. EARL QUATTLEBAUM 


Among the younger funeral directors of West Palm 
Beach is G. Earl Quattlebaum, president of Quattle- 
baum-Holleman-Burse Funeral Home, Inc., which is 
located at 1201 South Olive Avenue. 

Son of G. Earl, Sr. and Mildred C. (Douglas) Quat- 
tlebaum, he was born in Jacksonville, Florida, August 
25, 1930. Both his parents are natives of Florida and 
are living in West Palm Beach. His father is a radio 
technician. The family having moved to West Palm 
Beach when he was a boy, he graduated from St. Ann’s 
High School in that city. 

Young Quattlebaum became an assistant at the Fer- 
guson Funeral Home, West Palm Beach, as early as 
1945. Deciding to make a career of this business, he 
studied at Worsham College of Mortuary Science, Chi- 
cago, Illinois, from which he was graduated in 1952. 
In 1955 he and W. J. Holleman purchased the Ferguson 
Funeral Home. Mr. Holleman passed away the follow- 
ing year, and his place was taken by Mr. Aubrey Burse, 

The firm employs seven people and has, in addition 
to the hearse and truck, two ambulances and four pas- 
senger cars. 

Mr. Quattlebaum is a member of the Florida and the 
National Funeral Directors Association and of Delta Pi 
Epsilon fraternity of Worsham College. Active in civic, 
social and church affairs, he is a member of the Sher- 
iffs’ Association of Palm Beach County; the Elks Lodge 
#1352; the Flotilla Club of West Palm Beach; the 
Serra Club of Palm Beach County; Palm Beach Coun- 
cil #2075, Father Andrew Doherty General Assembly, 
Knights of Columbus, Fourth Degree; and the Holy 
Name Society of St. Ann’s Church, of which he is a 
member. 

He was married at West Palm Beach December 2, 
1950, to Phyllis Howley, daughter of Patrick J. and 
Lyde (Clemens) Howley of Lake Worth, who also is 
a graduate of St. Ann’s High School, They have four 
children, all born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Gale Marie, born September 10, 1951. 

2. Gary Edward, born February 4, 1954. 

3. Glenda Ellen, born November 20, 1955. 

4. Grace Ella, born February 9, 1958. 


F. RAYMOND BOYNTON 


After twenty-five years with Aetna Insurance Com- 
pany of Hartford, Connecticut, F. Raymond Boynton 
came to Lake Worth, Florida, and purchased one of 
the oldest insurance and real estate firms in that lo- 


cality, which had been established in 1912 as Basford 
and Nesbitt. 

His father, John Titcomb Boynton, born in Winsted, 
Connecticut, was a pharmacist for over thirty years, 
registered in both Connecticut and Massachusetts, and 
during the last thirty-eight years of his life was also 
a chiropractor. He died inf February 1956. Raymond’s 
mother, the former Marie L. L’Heureux of St. Leo, 
Canada, died in 1952. Both parents are buried in Ma- 
plewood Cemetery, Norwich, Connecticut. 

F, Raymond Boynton was born in Winsted, Con- 
necticut, September 16, 1902, His family having moved 
to lowa temporarily, he received his elementary edu- 
cation in the public schools of Davenport, Iowa, but 
graduated from Norwich Free Academy, Norwich, 
Connecticut, in 1923. From 1918 to 1923 he served in 
the Connecticut National Guard, #192 Field Artillery. 

During the first four years out of school he was with 
Chandler and Palmer, civil engineers at Norwich, Con- 
necticut, for one year; with Swift and Company’s Nor- 
wich office for one year; and with Loose-Wiles Biscuit 
Company of Hartford, Connecticut, as manager for 
two years, His career with Aetna Insurance Company 
of Hartford, Connecticut, began in 1927. Starting as a 
clerk in the Marine Department, he held various posi- 
tions and finally was a special agent in that depart- 
ment, working in different states. 

In 1952 he resigned his position with Aetna and, 
coming to Lake Worth, Florida, purchased the Basford 
and Perry insurance and real estate business, which 
he has been operating under his own name since then. 

Mr. Boynton is a member of the state and national 
insurance agent associations; the state and national 
boards of realtors; the National Exchange Club of Lake 
Worth; the Honorable Order of the Blue Goose Inter- 
national; St. John’s Lodge #4, A. F. and A, M., of 
Hartford, Connecticut; Elks Lodge #1530 of Lake 
Worth; and the Presbyterian Church. His hobbies are 
boating, fishing, golf, and stamp collecting. 

In Norwich, Connecticut, on September 24, 1924, he 
married Helen Gertrude Cochrane of Norwich, daugh- 
ter of John Cochrane and Helen Bothwick Henderson, 
both from Scotland. Mrs. Boynton is a graduate of 
Norwich Free Academy. She and Mr. Boynton are the 
parents of three children: Roberta Louise, John Ray- 
mond, and Helen Emma. 

Roberta Louise Boynton, born August 5, 1933, in 
Hartford, Connecticut, graduated from Lee High 
School in Jacksonville, Florida, attended Jacksonville 
Junior College and graduated from Massey’s Business 
College, Jacksonville, She married Richard Waltz of 
Warm Springs, North Carolina, and they have a daugh- 
ter, Julie, born in Lake Worth in 1958, Mr. Waltz has 
been in the Air Force for twelve years and is now a 
Flight Engineer. They are living in Oklahoma City. 

John Raymond Boynton, born July 1, 1936, in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, graduated from Lake Worth High 
School in 1954, attended Palm Beach Junior College, 
and served two years in the United States Navy on 
escort duty with the rating of Metalsmith 3rd class. 
After taking special courses in insurance at the Uni- 
versity of Tampa and at the home office of Aetna Fire 
Insurance Company in Hartford, Connecticut, he joined 
his father in the insurance business. : 

Helen Emma Boynton (“Leni”—a name she acquired 
in school) was born February 20, 1941, in Atlanta, 
Georgia. She graduated from Lake Worth High School 
in 1959 and is now a student at Palm Beach Junior 


College. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


PHILLIP D. ANDERSON 


Although still a young man, Phillip D, Anderson of 
the law firm of Anderson and Hope of Palm Beach 
has been practicing law there for ten years. Mr, An- 
derson is a native of West Palm Beach, son of Frank 
J. Anderson of Anderson and Carr, real estate brokers 
and appraisers, and of Mattie Mae (Doak) Anderson. 
His father came to West Palm Beach in 1918 from 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

Born January 8, 1923, in West Palm Beach, Phillip 
D. Anderson graduated from Palm Beach High School 
in 1940 and from the University of Florida in 1943 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Admin- 
istration. From 1943 to 1946 he served in the United 
States Army in the Pacific theater of war with the 
rank of First Lieutenant. Following his military serv- 
ice he entered the University of Florida Law School 
and graduated cum laude in 1950 with a Bachelor of 
Laws degree. He was admitted to practice in Florida 
that same year and to practice in the United States 
Supreme Court in 1957. 

Upon completing his studies and being admitted to 
practice in 1950, he returned home and has since 
formed a partnership with Frederick H. Hope under 
the name of Anderson and Hope, with offices at 230 
Royal Palm Way in Palm Beach, where he has carried 
on a successful law practice, Mr. Anderson is also the 
secretary and a director of Florida Tile Industries, 
Inc., of Lakeland, Florida. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, 
the Florida Bar and the Palm Beach County Bar As- 
sociation, and is past president of the county associa- 
tion. At the University of Florida he became a member 
of Florida Blue Key and Sigma Alpha Epsilon frater- 
nity. He is a member of the Kiwanis Club of West 
Palm Beach, the Tuscawilla Club, the 99 Club, the 
American Legion, Elks Lodge #1352, and Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church. Golf and flying are his favorite 
recreations, 

In West Palm Beach on December 23, 1950, Phillip 
D. Anderson married Patricia Ann Lewis, daughter of 
Walter D. and Beatrice (Edmonds) Lewis, a native of 
West Palm Beach and graduate of Palm Beach High 
School. They have three children, all born in West 
Palm Beach: 

1. James Phillip, born January 28, 1952. 

2. William Dean, born September 18, 1954. 

3. Sandra Louise, born June 19, 1957. 


DEWITT C. HENRY 


Previous to establishing his realty business in Palm 
Beach in 1952, DeWitt C. Henry was in the mortgage, 
banking and real estate business in Philadelphia for 
about six years. He is a member of the American 
Chapter of the International Real Estate Federation 
and was a United States delegate to the convention held 
in Madrid, Spain, in 1958. 

Son of the late William J, Henry, a candy manufac- 
turer in Philadelphia, DeWitt C. Henry was born in 
Philadelphia April 30, 1916, His mother was Ethel R. 
Hile. She died in 1951, the father in 1955, and both 
are buried in Philadelphia, The son graduated from 
Haverford High School and from Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York, with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in 1938. 

During the first five years of his business career 
DeWitt Henry was associated with his father in the 


candy business in Philadelphia. In 1943 he entered the 
United States Army and served as a corporal in the 
88th Division, which was assigned to the Mediterranean 
theater of operations, until he was honorably dis- 
charged in 1946. On his return from military service 
he entered the mortgage, banking and real estate busi- 
ness in Philadelphia and was so occupied until he 
came to Palm Beach in 1952 and opened up a real 
estate office at 244 South County Road. 

In addition to the international organization of real- 
tors already mentioned, Mr, Henry is a member and 
past president of the Palm Beach Board of Realtors, 
and past president of the Palm Beach Realty Listing 
Bureau. At Cornell University he was admitted to the 
Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity. Golf and hunting are 
the recreations of his choice, and he is a member of 
the Breakers Golf Club of Palm Beach and the Is- 
landers Club. His religious affiliation is with the Me- 
morial Preshyterian Church of West Palm Beach. 

Mrs, Henry is the former Rita Marie Huston of Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, daughter of Donald G. Huston and 
Sara W. Hawkins. Of their three children the first two 
were born in Philadelphia, the third in West Palm 
Beach. They are: 

1. DeWitt C. Henry, Jr., born March 6, 1943, now a 
student at Forest Hill High School, West Palm Beach. 

2. Linda G., born November 2, 1951. 

3. Clark R., born December 18, 1956. 


PERCY I. HOPKINS, JR. 


A successful candidate for the City Commission of 
West Palm Beach in the election of March 29, 1960, 
Percy I. Hopkins, Jr. was elected Mayor of the City 
by his fellow commissioners. Mr, Hopkins is president 
of the Palm Beach Abstract and Title Company of 
West Palm Beach, with which company he has been 
associated since 1946. He previously practiced law in 
Palm Beach and in Coral Gables. 

Born at Clanton, Alabama, April 18, 1912, he is a 
son of Dr. Percy I. Hopkins, Sr., and Mamie (Latham) 
Hopkins. His father, a graduate of Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity School of Medicine, was an Eye, Ear, Nose and 
Throat specialist in Dothan, Alabama, where he died 
in April 1958. The Mayor’s mother is living in Dothan. 

He received his early education in the public schools 
of Dothan, Alabama, and DeKalb, Illinois; graduated 
from high school in DeKalb in 1930, and attended the 
University of Illinois, Northern Illinois State Teachers 
College, and Chicago-Kent College of Law, where he 
received his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1940. Ad- 
mitted to practice law in the state of Florida in 1940, 
he opened his practice in Coral Gables. 

From February 1941 to November 1945 Mr, Hopkins 
served in the United States Army Infantry in World 
War II, emerging with the rank of Second Lieutenant. 
Following his military service he came to West Palm 
Beach in 1945 and practiced law there with the firm 
of Williamson, Gunster and Baugher until April 1946, 
at which time he joined the Palm Beach Abstract and 
Title Company as vice president and manager. In 1953- 
54 he purchased the Brevard Title and Abstract Com- 
pany of Titusville, but returned to the Palm Beach 
Abstract and Title Company in January 1955 as presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Hopkins is a past president of the Florida Land 
Title Association; a member of the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association, the Florida Bar, and the American 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Bar Association. In the past he has served the City of 
West Palm Beach as a member of its Planning Board 
and Civil Service Board. He is a member of the West 
Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce and Rotary Club, 
and was a member and president of the Rotary Club 
at Titusville. He is past president and campaign man- 
ager of the West Palm Beach Community Chest; 1959- 
60 chairman of the Palm Beach County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross; past commander (1952) of Post 
#12 of the American Legion; a member of Elks Lodge 
#1352; Harmonia Lodge, F. and A. M., and all bodies 
up to the 32nd degree of the Scottish Rite; and a mem- 
ber of the First Baptist Church of West Palm Beach. 
Fishing and golf are his recreations, 

He was married in West Palm Beach to Mary Helen 
Shelton, a graduate of Palm Beach High School, and 
they have two daughters: 

1, Elaine, born at Fort Benning, Georgia, November 
4, 1944, now a student at Palm Beach High School. 

2. Terri Jean, born in West Palm Beach September 
22, 1951, a student at Belvedere Elementary School. 


GEORGE M. D. LEWIS, JR. 


A realtor in Palm Beach since 1953, George M. D. 
Lewis, Jr. is the local representative of the National 
Institute of Real Estate Brokers and a member of the 
Board of Governors of the Florida Association of Real- 
tors, as well as a member and past president of the 
Palm Beach Board of Realtors. Mr. Lewis had achieved 
an executive position in another line of business be- 
fore entering the field of .real estate. 

Born in Scranton, Pennsylvania, March 2, 1921, he is 
a son of George M. D. Lewis, Sr. and Bertha (Harsch) 
Lewis, both natives of Pennsylvania. His father, a 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania in the class 
of 1916, is an architect in Scranton. bs 

George Jr. graduated from the Hotchkiss Preparatory 
School in Lakeville, Connecticut, in 1939 and from 
Williams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts, in 1943 
with an A.B. degree. At college he played varsity base- 
ball and basketball and joined the Sigma Phi fraternity. 
World War II being in progress when he graduated 
from college, he entered the United States Air Force 
as a First Lieutenant and served for the duration of 
the war. 

Back in civilian life in 1946, he became associated 
with Previews, Inc., first at their New York office, then 
in Philadelphia, until he was made manager of the 
new business department. In 1950 he came to Palm 
Beach to open an office for Previews, Inc. and re- 
mained as southern service manager until 1953, at 
which time he was vice president of the company. He 
then resigned from this position to establish his own 
business as George Lewis, Inc., Realtor. That he has 
been successful in the real estate business is evident 
from the positions of leadership which he holds in the 
national and state organizations already mentioned. 

Mr. Lewis is a member of the Islanders Club of 
Palm Beach and of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 
He was married in Arden, North Carolina, May 25, 
1946, to Patricia Wingate, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roland Wingate, who is a graduate of Montreat Junior 
College, Montreat, North Carolina, and of Wellesley 
Academy, Wellesley, Massachusetts, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis have had four sons, the first two born in Bryn 
Mawr, Pennsylvania, the other two in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. They are: 


1. George M. D. Lewis, III, born January 2, 1947, 
now a student at Palm Beach Junior High School. 

2, James Wingate Lewis, born July 6, 1950. 

3. Wingate Stanton Lewis, born September 2, 1953, 
died September 13, 1954. 

4. Scott Phelps Lewis, born March 25, 1957. 


” 


BLAINE WEBB 


A veteran real estate broker of Palm Beach is Blaine 
Webb, who has been in business there for more than 
forty years. He is a native of Springfield, Ohio, where 
he was born September 14, 1893, son of John Grover 
and Glenna Sherwood Webb. His father was born No- 
vember 1, 1860; his mother on November 25, 1861. 
John Grover Webb was a builder and operator of 
electric railways and public utilities. 

Blaine Webb graduated from Wittenburg Academy 
in Springfield, Ohio, in 1910, and spent the following 
year at the Horace Mann School in New York City. 
He was with the Conde Nast Publications in New York 
for three years. During World War I he served two 
years in the United States Army, including overseas 
duty. In September of 1919 he came to Palm Beach, 
Florida, and established his real estate business, which 
profited by the boom that followed and laid foundations 
sound enough to survive the ensuing depression. 

Mr. Webb is a member and past president of the 
Palm Beach Board of Realtors; a member of the Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Board 
and of the Executive Committee of the Palm Beach 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross; a former 
Mason, now inactive; and a member of the Church of 
Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach, in which he is 
Treasurer and a vestryman. In politics he is a regis- 
tered Democrat. In social circles he is a member of 
the Metropolitan Club of New York City, the Bath 
and Tennis Club of Palm Beach, and the Everglades 
Club of Palm Beach, in which he serves on the Board 
of Governors. 

On May 29, 1928, at Scandaga Park, New York, 
Blaine Webb married Cecil Elizabeth Hough, who was 
born in Bridger, Montana, October 6, 1901, daughter of 
George Gist and Anna Miller Hough. Her father was 
born in Kirkwood, Missouri, August 14, 1865; her 
mother in Gallatin, Missouri, November 15, 1872. Mrs. 
Webb is a graduate of Vassar College, class of 1923, 
and of Chandor School, New York City. 

A daughter, Sheila Webb, was born November 6, 
1930. She graduated from a Palm Beach private school 
in 1945, from Dana Hall School, Wellesley, Massachu- 
setts, in 1948, and from Wellesley College in 1952. On 
June 28, 1951, she married George Rene Mathey, who 
graduated from Harvard College in 1951 with a B.A. 
degree and from Harvard Graduate School of Design 
in 1955 with an M.A. degree. They have three children: 

1. Elisabeth Mathey, born in Littleton, New Hamp- 
shire, November 8, 1954. 

2. Timothy Webb Mathey, born in Concord, Massa- 
chusetts, July 17, 1956. 

3. George Glessner Mathey, born in Concord, Massa~- 
chusetts, January 6, 1958. 


W. JULIAN FIELD 


Bessemer Properties, Inc. of Palm Beach, established 
and controlled by the Phipps family, is one of the 
larger financial groups in the United States. W. Julian 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Field has been associated with this firm since 1938 and 
has been its General Manager since 1956. 

Born in Jacksonville, Florida, February 21, 1917, Mr. 
Field is a son of Fred T. and Lillie (Hackett) Field, 
both residents of Palm Beach. His father was a pioneer 
merchant and a partner in the department store busi- 
ness of Long and Field, which was established in Fort 
Lauderdale in 1930. He retired in 1948. 

W. Julian Field graduated from Fort Lauderdale 
High School in 1934, attended the University of Cin- 
cinnati for one year, and the University of Florida 
two years, 1935-37. The following year he worked as 
an accountant with Ralph M. Hart, C.P.A., in West 
Palm Beach, until, in 1938, he joined the firm he has 
now served for more than twenty years, excepting 
four years in the United States Army during World 
War II. He entered as a private in 1942 and was pro- 
moted to the rank of Lieutenant in the Coast Artillery, 
Anti-Aircraft Division, later transferred to the Adju- 
tant General’s Headquarters. 


Mr. Field takes an active interest in civic affairs and 
community welfare programs. He is a director of the 
West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, a member 
of the Rotary Club, treasurer of the Palm Beach Com- 
munity Chest, director of the Palm Beach County 
Chapter of the American Red Cross, vice president and 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Y.M.C.A., 
a past Commander of the American Legion Palm 
Beach Post #12, and a member of the First Baptist 
Church. For recreation he likes fishing, boating, and 
hunting. 

He was married in West Palm Beach July 26, 1940, to 
Dorothy Hooker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. 
Hooker. Mr. Hooker is a very prominent citizen and 
farmer of Belle Glade and is president of the Palm 
Beach County Zoning Board. Mr. and Mrs. Field have 
a daughter, Karen, born in Asheville, North Carolina, 
June 11, 1946; now a student at Conniston Junior High 
School in West Palm Beach. 


LAWRENCE W. KELLOWAY 


An electrical contractor in West Palm Beach, Law- 
rence W. Kelloway had long and varied experience in 
electrical engineering before opening his own office. 
He has been a resident of West Palm Beach since 1923 
-and has served as City Commissioner for three terms. 

Born in Newark, New Jersey, March 25, 1900, he is 
a son of Edward and Elizabeth (Meeker) Kelloway. 
His father, a carpenter by trade, died in 1900 before 
the birth of his son. 

Lawrence Kelloway received his education in the 
schools of Newark and West Palm Beach. Enlisting in 
the Navy in World War I, he served from 1917 to 1919 
as Seaman 2nd class on a destroyer in the Atlantic. 

From 1919 to 1923 he worked for the Union Switch 
and Signal Company at Jacksonville, Florida, and after 
that was with the Otis Elevator Company in service 
maintenance. Digressing from his regular line of work 
in 1938, he operated a candy and nut manufacturing 
and retail business in West Palm Beach for some eight 
years. In 1946 he returned to his work as electrician 
and was employed in various places, including Bethle- 
hem Steel Corporation at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, 
Equitable Life Assurance buildings, called The Golden 
Triangle, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and also worked 
for various local electrical contractors. He established 
his own electrical construction and engineering busi- 


ness in West Palm Beach in 1954, and is a past presi- 
dent of the Palm Beach County Electrical Contractors 
Association. 

Active politically, Mr. Kelloway was elected City 
Commissioner of West Palm Beach three times. During 
the Democratic Convention in Chicago in 1956 he was 
the delegate to Senator Kefauver. 

Mr. Kelloway is a life member of Harmonia Lodge, 
F. and A. M., and of Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami, being 
a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason, also member of the 
York Rite, Knights Templar, and the Royal Order of 
Jesters. He is an Elk of Palm Beach Lodge #1352, and 
for thirty-five years a member of Post #12 of the 
American Legion. 

In Tavares, Florida, on November 24, 1928, Mr. Kel- 
loway married Mildred Page. He has two step-children: 
William Page Whitcomb and Virginia Stone. 


WALTER DUTCH 


Real estate broker, insurance agent, investment man- 
ager and civic leader of Boynton Beach, Walter Dutch 
was the subject of a write-up in two local newspapers 
within the past couple of years. One of these articles, 
the “You Should Know” series of the Boynton Beach 
News, winds up: “He has ability, insight, imagination, 
courage; he is idealistic, yet practical; and he is a per- 
son ‘You Should Know’.” 

Born October 1, 1915, in New York City, when he 
was eleven months old his family moved to Hunting- 
ton, Long Island. He received his early education in 
Huntington schools and during his high school career 
made a name for himself as an athlete, both in football 
and track. 

Graduating from high school in 1933, when the de- 
pression was at its peak, he considered himself lucky 
to get a job as a soda jerker at eleven dollars a week. 
Not long afterwards he was one of the lucky three out 
of 150 applicants to be chosen by the nearby Coast 
Guard Station. He signed up for three years and took 
part in search and rescue missions and in “rum pa- 
trol.’ Following his term in the Coast Guard he worked 
in a retail clothing and shoe store, and then opened 
his own shoe store at East Hampton, Long Island. 

World War II had begun in Europe; the United 
States was preparing, and Walter Dutch was highly 
eligible for the draft. Almost a year before Pearl Har- 
bor, he re-enlisted in the Coast Guard, and was as- 
signed to the USS Comanche, an ice breaker, which 
became the flagship of the first convoy of World War 
II, headed for Greenland. The next two years were 
rugged. Many days were spent forming protective 
escort for the convoys on the first lap of the Murmansk 
run; searching for and often rescuing crews of downed 
aircraft; establishing bases in Greenland for the air- 
craft shuttling service; and fighting the encroaching 
ice that threatened to lock them in. Walter was one of 
seventeen volunteers assigned to establish a weather 
station on an ice cap, Young and vigorous though he 
was at the outset, he finally succumbed to frostbite, 
pleurisy and pneumonia, and was shipped back to the 
States. 

After a lengthy stay in the hospital, he was placed in 
the Intelligence Service in the Boston district. Through 
a lucky break he was transferred to the Fort Lauder- 
dale-West Palm Beach area as a Coast Guard instruc- 
tor, with headquarters in Miami. In the course of his 
duties there his Coast Guard “know how” came in 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


handy, resulting in the rescue of thirteen men from a 
burning oil tanker. 

At Fort Lauderdale Walter Dutch met his future 
wife, Jean McGathen, who was visiting there with her 
parents from Detroit. They were married in 1943 and 
about the same time Walter was given a disability 
discharge. While stationed in Miami he had taken a 
series of aptitude tests at the University, which point- 
ed him toward a business career. So, after his dis- 
charge from the Coast Guard, he became a licensed 
real estate operator and began his business career in 
Lake Worth, later moving to Lantana and finally to 
Boynton Beach. His business has grown with the town, 
developing new facets with the various phases in the 
community’s progress. From a firm dealing strictly in 
real estate and insurance, he became a mortgage broker 
and finally added investment management to his list 
of services. Today this forms the greater part of his 
business, and he is the resident agent for three invest- 
ment corporations. 

About eight years ago (1952), at the instigation of 
the late George Christiansen, then Superintendent of 
Public Works, Mr. Dutch organized a Civil Service 
board for the city employees of Boynton Beach and 
served as a member for six years. He is a past chair- 
man of the Boynton Beach Planning Board; a past di- 
rector of the Chamber of Commerce and the Resources 
Development Board; a past director of the Boynton 
Beach Bank; past director of the Rotary Club and of 
the local chapter of the American Red Cross, Having 
been active in the Jaycees in Lake Worth, he organized 
the Boynton Beach Junior Chamber of Commerce and 
is an associate member. He was also instrumental in 
organizing the local Board of Realtors and is a past 
president of this board and a member of the Florida 
Association of Realtors. He is currently a member of 
the Public Relations Committee and thee Membership 
Committee of Florida Association of Realtors and was 
on the State Forms Committee to draft real estate 
forms used by the Association. He has served on nu- 
merous state committees, has lectured at several semi- 
nars, and is a member of the Brokers Institute. 

He is a member of American Legion Post #164, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #5438, and a charter 
member of Boynton Beach Boat Club. The Dutch fam- 
ily are Unitarians and attend church in West Palm 
Beach, the nearest congregation of their faith. 

Walter Dutch has a number of definite beliefs con- 
cerning the community and its governmental policies, 
also several unique and thought-provoking ideas con- 
cerning steps which should be taken to insure orderly 
growth and development in the years to come. “I have 
great faith in this area,” he said, “and to back it up 
I have made most of my personal investments here.” 

Taking time for recreational pursuits as well as 
business and civic duties, he is an ardent hobbyist. He 
enjoys skeet shooting, hunting, collecting and using 
antique guns (the old muzzle loaders); likes to fish 
and swim, is a confirmed “rock hound,” and has the 
most unusual hobby of gem cutting. 

With his wife and two children, he makes his home 
at 501 West Ocean Avenue, Boynton Beach. The chil- 
dren are: 

1. Walter Wayne Dutch, born May 14, 1945. 


2. Karen Kay Dutch, born April 12, 1946. 


JUSTUS (“JOE”) B. BATEMAN 


The senior member of the C.P.A. firm of Bateman 
and Jeffries in Riviera Beach, “Joe” B. Bateman has 
made a career of accounting and has practiced his pro- 
fession in Florida since 1945. 

He is a son of Errol I, Bateman, retired mechanical 
engineer of Gulfport, Mississippi, and Annie (Fisher) 
Bateman, who died March 4, 1914, in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, where Joe was born on March 1, 1914: He 
graduated from Gulfport High School in Mississippi, 
attended Mississippi College at Clinton, Mississippi, 
and Bowling Green Business University at Bowling 
Green, Kentucky; also took special courses in account- 
ing at the University of Alabama. 

From 1942 to 1943 he was an accountant for the 
United States Navy Shipbuilding Department at Pas- 
cagoula, Mississippi, and from 1943 to 1945 was a Sec- 
ond Officer (Marine) in the Army Transportation Serv- 
ice. For the next two years he was with the Intelli- 
gence Unit of the Treasury Department at Miami. 
Florida, and from 1947 to 1952 was associated with 
M. L. Coleman, Certified Public Accountant of Miami. 
He came to West Palm Beach in 1952 and for two years 
worked with W. A. Stockton as a C.P.A. In 1954, with 
William B. Jeffries, he organized the accounting firm 
of Bateman and Jeffries, located in Riviera Beach. 

Mr. Bateman is a member of the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants and the Florida Insti- 
tute of C.P.A.’s; a member of Elks Lodge of Riviera 
Beach and of the Episcopal Church. For ten years 
following World War II he was an active member of 
the United States Navy Reserve. Fishing is his fa- 
vorite recreation. 

On April 14, 1940, Justus B. Bateman married Gypsy 
Harmon of Inez, Kentucky, daughter of Dan and Bertha 
Harmon. They have a daughter, Bette Jo Bateman, 
born February 1, 1941, who attended Palm Beach 
High School, graduated from Gulf Park College, 
Gulfport, Mississippi, and is now attending Moorehead 
State Teachers College, Moorehead, Kentucky. 


ROBERT LEE CHASTAIN 


Now owner of a large cattle ranch in Palm Beach 
County, Robert Lee Chastain was a leader in the early 
beginnings of mechanized agriculture in the Ever- 
glades. Mr. Chastain is also prominent in the banking 
and investment business and in the civic affairs of the 
county and state. 

Born in Thomas County, Georgia, he is one of seven 
children of Thomas Mack and Mamie Susan (Barwick) 
Chastain, both natives of Thomas County, Georgia. His 
father was a planter and also operated in the timber 
and naval stores business. 

Robert Lee Chastain graduated from Norman Junior 
College at Norman Park, Georgia, and from Oglethorpe 
University, Atlanta, Georgia. Between his school years, 
in the summer of 1922-23, he went to the Florida Ever- 
glades and worked for periods of three months each 
summer with what was then the Palm Beach Highway 
and Drainage District, which was engaged in drainage 
and engineering of development projects in the area. 
There were no hard roads then and transportation in 
this area was mainly by boat and on the canals. 

After graduating from college Chastain returned to 
the Glades in September of 1929 and sold and handled 
farm products for growers as an employee of W. H. 
Vann, now deceased. In 1931 he became a fifty-fifty 
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partner with Mr, Vann, operating under the name of 
Vann and Chastain. After a friendly dissolution of the 
partnership in 1935, he operated as an individual under 
his own name, R. L., or (as he was better known) 
“Sam” Chastain. 

He had begun to accumulate land in 1932, and now 
added growing to his merchandising business. This 
agricultural operation was expanded annually and in 
1939 he entered the cattle business also. Having con- 
tinued to accumulate acreage in the area, at one time 
he owned 45,000 acres. 

In the year 1947 he discontinued the growing of 
vegetables but continued in the marketing business 
through two corporations, Chastain Company, Inc, and 
Florida Brokerage Company, Inc., and carried on this 
operation through 1956, at which time he dissolved the 
corporations and retired from the marketing business. 
He changed his residence to Palm Beach in 1946 and 
has resided there since then. 

During the administration of Spessard Holland as 
Governor of Florida, Mr, Chastain was appointed to 
the Board of Commissioners of the then rather inactive 
Everglades Drainage District, which was founded in 
1905. This commission—composed of Jim Beardsley of 
Clewiston, Dewey W. Hilsabeck of Miami, Jess Dur- 
rance of Highlands County, and Mr, Chastain—was the 
force working with the Federal Government for a 
number of years, through the United States Corps of 
Engineers, with the Legislature and the Governor of 
Florida and with the Federal Works and Appropria- 
tions Committees of the United States Senate, to bring 
to fruition what is now the vast Central and South 
Florida Flood Control and Conservation District. This 
activity consumed a period of approximately six years 
before the first appropriation by the Federal and State 
Governments. 

Mr. Chastain is a member of the Florida State Cat- 
tlemen’s Association, the Florida State and Palm Beach 
County Chambers of Commerce, and serves on the 
Zoning Board of the Town of Palm Beach. In 1942 he 
became a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Atlantic National Bank of West Palm Beach—a position 
he still holds—and is a member of the Trust Invest- 
ment Committee. 

Socially, he is a member of the Everglades Club and 
the Bath and Tennis Club, both of Palm Beach. He 
raises horses as a hobby and enjoys horseback riding, 
fishing and shooting. 

He was twice married: first in Tifton, Georgia, in 
1933, to Laura Smith Carson, daughter of Keith and 
Laura (Smith) Carson of Tifton County, Georgia. A 
son of this marriage, Thomas Mack Chastain, was born 
in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1936. He is a 1960 graduate of 
Harvard College, where he majored in languages. 

Mr. Chastain’s second marriage took place in Palm 
Beach in August of 1955. His wife was Deborah Black, 
daughter of R. Clifford Black of New York City and 
Beatrice (Cluett) Black of Troy, New York. 


JOHN PONDROES COCHRANE, JR. 


A Certified Public Accountant in the Palm Beach 
area since 1946, John P. Cochrane, Jr. is the originator 
of the idea for the East Coast Chapter of the Florida 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, which in- 
cludes the counties of Palm Beach, St. Lucie, Martin, 
Indian River and Okeechobee. 

Mr. Cochrane was born in Jacksonville, Florida, 


August 19, 1913, a son of John Pondroes and Beulah 
(Reynolds) Cochrane. His father was born in Alabama 
and moved to Jacksonville in 1910; later to West Palm 
Beach. He also is a Certified Public Accountant. 

J. P. Cochrane, Jr. graduated from the University 
of Florida in 1936 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Business Administration, and from the Army Fi- 
nance School, Duke University, in 1943. During World 
War II he served in the United States Army from 1943 
to 1946, rising through the ranks from private to First 
Lieutenant, and is now a Major in the Army Reserve. 
He is a member of the Reserve Officers Association 
and was one of two members from the Third Army 
area on the Army Affairs Committee of that Associa- 
tion. 

For four years after completing his college course 
(1936-40), Mr. Cochrane was manager of the Howe 
Alumni Service at the Pennsylvania State College. 
From 1940 until he entered the Army in 1943, he 
worked as an accountant in his father’s office in West 
Palm Beach. After returning from military service in 
1946 he opened his own office as a Certified Public 
Accountant in West Palm Beach, and in 1950 moved 
his office to Palm Beach. He is a member of the Florida 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

Mr. Cochrane is also a director and president of 
Safety Guaranty Investment Corporation of West Palm 
Beach. He is a past president of the West Palm Beach 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, a member of the Ro- 
tary Club, member of the Executive Committee of the 
Palm Beach-Martin County Heart Association, a mem- 
ber and past president (1954) of the Islanders Club, 
and a member of the Wagg Memorial Methodist 
Church, 

He was married September 3, 1934, to Anne Lucille 
Sowell, a native of Quincy, Florida, daughter of Charles 
Lewis and Jemmie (Lindsey) Sowell. Mrs. Cochrane 
is a graduate of Palm Beach High School and Belle 
Isles College, West Palm Beach, and was an AI student 
during her scholastic years. 


JOHN B. NORA, JR. 


General contractor John B. Nora, Jr., has been op- 
erating a successful business in the Palm Beach area 
since 1949. 

Born in New Brunswick, New Jersey, November 3, 
1921, he came to West Palm Beach with his parents 
about 1925. His mother was Rose Braido. His father, 
John B. Nora, Sr., is a retired mason contractor. 

John B. Nora, Jr., graduated from Palm Beach High 
School and from the University of Florida in the class 
of 1943 with a Bachelor of Science degree. From July 
1943 to September 1946 he served in the United States 
Navy in World War II as a Lieutenant Junior Grade. 
Returning to the University of Florida after the war, 
he received a Bachelor’s degree in Building Construc- 
tion (B.B.C.) in 1949. 

In April of 1949 he established the present building 
contracting business in association with his father, who 
is now more or less retired. Among the buildings con- 
structed by Mr. Nora are the store at the southwest 
corner of Worth Avenue, Palm Beach; the Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit at Allendale Road, West 
Palm Beach; and a number of other outstanding build- 
ings and residences. 

Mr. Nora is treasurer and a member of the board of 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


directors of the East Coast Chapter of the Association 
of General Contractors of America, Inc. He is president 
of the Palm Beach Lions Club for the year ending in 
July 1960; is a member of the Islanders Club of Palm 
Beach, and a member of the Baptist Church. His fa- 
vorite recreation is fishing. 

In West Palm Beach on July 26, 1958, John B. Nora, 
Jr. married Barbara Ray, daughter of Carl and Betty 
Ray, and a graduate of Palm Beach High School. They 
have two daughters, Melanie and Nancy Nora, born in 
West Palm Beach. 


SYLVAN B. BURDICK 


A member of the law firm of Potter, Langbein and 
Burdick, Sylvan B. Burdick has carried on a general 
practice of law in West Palm Beach since 1949. He has 
served as a City Commissioner since 1958 and was re- 
elected for his second term in the spring of 1960. 

Mr. Burdick was born in New York City January 28, 
1922, son of Albert and Edith (Molly) Burdick. His 
father, a graduate of Fordham University Law School, 
was a practicing lawyer in New York City for forty 
years previous to his death in October 1959. He is 
buried in New York City. 

Sylvan Burdick graduated from Erasmus Hall High 
School in New York City in 1939 and from Fordham 
University in 1943 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Political Science. He also attended Fordham’s Law 
School, studied at the University of Rochester, the Del- 
hanty Institute, Columbia University, and at the Uni- 
versity of Miami, where he received his Bachelor of 
Laws degree in 1949, Meanwhile he served four years 
in the United States Marines in World War II as Ser- 
geant. 

Admitted to practice law in Florida in 1949, he came 
to West Palm Beach and joined the firm of Potter and 
Langbein, in which he subsequently became 4 member. 
Incidentally, Mr. Potter is now deceased. 

Mr, Burdick is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation, the Florida State Bar and the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association; also a member of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, the Civitans Club, the Knights 
of Columbus, and St. Ann’s Catholic Church. 

He was married at St. Joseph’s Church in Bogota, 
New Jersey, on May 30, 1943, to Mary Meerbott, daugh- 
ter of Mary and Joseph Meerbott. Mrs. Burdick is a 
graduate of Bogota High School and Bogota Junior 
College. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burdick are the parents of five children: 

1. Valerie Ann, born at Teaneck, New Jersey, March 
6, 1944, now a student at Rosarian Academy, West 
Palm Beach. 

2. Pamela Mary, born at Teaneck, New Jersey, De- 
cember 21, 1945; also a student at Rosarian Academy, 

3. Geoffrey Charles, born March 6, 1948, at Coral 
Gables, Florida; a student at St. Ann’s School. 

4. Gregory Andrew, born May 26, 1951, at West Palm 
Beach; a student at St. Ann’s School. 

5. Abigail, born December 26, 1957, at West Palm 
Beach, 


SAMUEL J. SCOBEE 


The Scobee Funeral Home of Delray Beach and 
_ Boynton Beach is owned and operated by Samuel J. 
Scobee, who has made mortuary science and funeral 
directing his business since he came to Lake Worth 
in 1937 and served his apprenticeship at the Lake 
Worth Funeral Home. 


He was born in LaGrange, Kentucky, May 5, 1911, 
son of Herbert Lee Scobee, a building contractor, who 
died in 1951, and of Ada (Callis) Scobee, who died in 
1941. Both parents are buried in LaGrange, Kentucky. 

Samuel Scobee graduated from LaGrange High 
School and not long afterwards came to Lake Worth, 
Florida, where he got his start in his present business. 
During World War II, from 1942 to 1945, he was a ser- 
geant in the Army Air Corps, and after his return to 
civilian life took a course at St. Louis College of Mor- 
tuary Science, from which he graduated in 1946. 

Returning to Lake Worth, he continued there an- 
other year, and in 1947 moved to Delray Beach to 
manage the branch of the Lake Worth Funeral Home 
that was there. In 1950 he established a funeral home 
in West Palm Beach and operated this for two years. 
In 1952 he purchased the Lake Worth Funeral Home 
and its Delray Beach Branch, and in 1953 moved back 
to Delray Beach, where he established the Scobee 
Funeral Home. He built a new establishment at Boyn- 
ton Beach in 1959 and now operates both this and the 
Delray Beach Home. He operates the only crematory 
in Palm Beach County. In his two funeral homes he 
employs ten people. 

Mr. Scobee is a member of the Florida State and 
the National Association of Funeral Directors. He is 
first vice-president of Delray Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce, a member of the Rotary Club there, the Ameri- 
can Legion Post, Elks Lodge #1770 of Delray Beach 
(in which he is an officer), and the First Baptist 
Church of Delray Beach. A high ranking Mason, he 
is a member of Delray Beach Lodge #171, all Scottish 
Rite bodies up to and including the 32nd degree, and 
Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami. As recreation he enjoys 
sports in general. 

Mr. Scobee was married in Lake Worth on April 
8, 1939, to Nadine McIntosh, daughter of Hugh D. and 
Nellie (Petty) McIntosh. She graduated from Lake 
Worth High School and the University of Florida and 
taught school in Lake Worth for fifteen years. Mr. and 
Mrs. Scobee have a daughter, Ada Nelle Scobee, born 
October 4, 1945, in West Palm Beach, now a student 
at the Delray Beach Junior High School. 


TITEODORE BRUCE JENSON 


A member of the engineering firm of Gee and Jenson 
in West Palm Beach since its formation, Theodore B. 
Jenson had extensive previous experience in engineer- 
ing, including five years in the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

He was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, May 21, 
1909, son of Theodore E, and Mattie (Bruce) Jenson, 
His mother, a native of Mankato, Minnesota, is living 
in Minneapolis, His father was born in Iowa and moved 
to Minneapolis as a young man. A pharmacist by pro- 
fession, he later entered the field of politics and served 
as President of the Minneapolis City Council and as 
County Commissioner of Hennepin County. He died 
in December 1928. 

Theodore B. Jenson graduated from South High 
School, Minneapolis, in 1925, and from the University 
of Minnesota in 1929 with the degree of Bachelor of 
Civil Engineering. Remaining in Minneapolis, he be- 
came a member of the engineering departments of the 
twin cities, Minneapolis and St. Paul, and continued 
in this dual position up to 1941, when he joined the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers and came to 
Jacksonville, Florida, as Chief of Design on war con- 
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THE EAST COAST. OF FLORIDA 


struction projects. Many of the airports in postwar use 
throughout Florida were designed and constructed un- 
der Mr. Jenson’s supervision. 

He was commissioned a Captain in the Army in 1942 
and for three years served in the Pacific theater of 
operations in World War II, During this interval he 
was promoted to Major and finally to Lieutenant Colo- 
nel, with which rank he was separated from the serv- 
ice in April 1946. 

From then until May 1947 he served as Chief of De- 
sign in the Veterans Administration, Minneapolis re- 
gion, on the post war hospital construction program, 
covering five states—Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, North 
and South Dakota. In May of 1947 he became Director 
of Operations for the Atomic Energy Commission at 
Los Alamos, New Mexico, and was there until Feb- 
ruary 1949, at which time he became General Man- 
ager of the Texas Housing Company at Dallas, Texas. 
He came to West Palm Beach, Florida, in September 
1950, and joined Colonel Herbert C. Gee in forming 
the firm of Gee and Jenson, Consulting Engineers, 
Inc. The major activities of this firm during the past 
ten years are outlined in Colonel Gee’s sketch. 

Mr. Jenson is a member of the following professional 
organizations: The National Society of Professional 
Engineers, American Society of Civil Engineers, So- 
ciety of American Military Engineers, Florida Engi- 
neering Society, American Rocket Society, American 
Society of Testing Material, American Concrete In- 
stitute, American Water Works Association, and the 
Federation of Sewage Works Association. He is listed 
in “Who’s Who in Engineering.” In non-professional 
groups he is a member of Chi Epsilon fraternity, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Los Alamos Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons, and the Redeemer Lutheran 
Church of West Palm Beach. He holds many key po- 
sitions in bowling administration affairs and is cur- 
rently president of the Southeastern Bowling Confer- 
ence. For recreation he likes bowling and golf. 

Theodore B. Jenson was married in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, June 6, 1931, to Mildred Manthey, daugh- 
ter of Arthur and Anna (Wagner) Manthey of Minne- 
apolis. Mrs. Jenson graduated from South High School, 
Minneapolis, in 1929. They have one son, Theodore A. 
Jenson, born in Minneapolis August 19, 1932, He grad- 
uated from Woodrow Wilson High School, Dallas, 
Texas, in 1950 and from the University of Miami with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering in 1957, 
and is now a research engineer for Milgo Electronics, 
Inc. of Miami. In January 1952 he married Mary Ann 
Zito of New Orleans, daughter of Mrs. Mercedes Zito. 
They have two daughters, born in Miami: Darlene 
Ann, born in 1953, and Sharon Lee, born in 1957. 


DANIEL STEPHEN CARLTON, SR. 


A member of the historic Carlton family of Florida, 
Daniel Stephen Carlton, Sr. was the first sheriff elected 
to office in St. Lucie County, in 1905, and served until 
May 22, 1915, when he was killed in the performance 
of his duty. 

Born February 6, 1872, in DeSoto County, near Ar- 
cadia, he was a son of Reuben (born December 16, 
1842, in Thomas County, Georgia; died September 12, 
1917) and Elizabeth Crews Carlton (born at Crewsville, 
Manatee County, Florida, February 10, 1844; died in 
November, 1918). He received his education in the one- 
room country schools of the time, and as a child and 
young man helped his father with the cattle and on 


the farm. Grown to manhood, he naturally followed 
the traditional occupation of the family as cattleman 
and grove owner. 

During the time he was Sheriff he lived at Fort 
Pierce. He was a man who was respected by everyone 
—ahsolutely fearless and a man of his word. The out- 
law, John Ashley, whom, everyone feared, said he 
would not give himself up to anyone but Dan Carlton, 
as he knew he would give him a fair deal. When the 
bones of an Indian Chief were found by a white man 
and sold to the Smithsonian Institute, it was Dan 
Carlton who saw to it that the bones were returned 
to the Indians, thereby averting war with the Indians. 
The Seminole Indian, Billy Bowlegs (a descendant of 
the original Billy, who was around at the time of 
Daniel’s great-grandfather, Alderman Carlton) was a 
friend of Sheriff Carlton and used to visit the Carlton 
family in their home, in which the jail was located. 
The present Dan Carlton, son of the Sheriff, remem- 
bers sitting on the lap of Billy Bowlegs when he was 
a little fellow. During Sheriff Carlton’s term of office 
there was a rough old character, a fisherman, called 
“Poggie Bill,” whose name was William Collins. When- 
ever any of the fishermen got into trouble with the 
law, Poggie Bill would break up the Court at Okee- 
chobee, saying he didn’t want to be “tried out of a 
Sears Roebuck catalogue,” but wanted to come to Fort 
Pierce where he could be tried in Sheriff Carlton’s 
court. 

In 1904 Daniel Stephen Carlton, Sr. married Theresa 
Molly Hilliard, daughter of Thomas B., a native of 
Georgia, and Mary Ann (Willingham) Hilliard of Fort 
Meade, Florida. The following is a copy of the obituary 
notice which appeared in a local newspaper at the 
time of Mrs. Hilliard’s death in 1924: 

“Mrs. Ann Hilliard, wife of Thomas B. Hilliard, for 
20 years a resident of Ft. Pierce and well known 
through the county, passed away 7:48 A.M. September 
3 at the home of Mrs. Eliza Waldron, 622 McDonald 
Street, Waycross, Georgia, where she had gone in 
August for medical treatment by the family physician. 
Funeral services were held at the residence September 
5, members of the family, one sister and a number of 
friends attending. Many pretty floral offerings attested 
the high esteem in which the departed was held. The 
body was laid to rest in the family plot in the Kettle 
Creek cemetery. 

“The deceased was born June 3, 1855, at Fort Meade, 
Florida, being 69 years and 3 months of age at the 
time of her death. She was married October 15, 1873, 
to Thomas B. Hilliard in Ft. Meade and lived happily 
with him. After residing in Ft. Meade for a few years 
they moved to Waycross, Georgia, later to Jacksonville, 
to the west coast of Florida, then to Ft. Pierce, at which 
latter place they made their home for 20 years. 

“The departed was a member of the Methodist 
church, was a devout Christian with a sweet disposi- 
tion, and a devoted wife and mother. 

“She is survived by her husband, Thomas B. Hil- 
liard of Ft. Pierce; by eight children, Will H. Hilliard 
and Cuyler W. Hilliard of Ft. Pierce, Thomas B. Hil- 
liard, Jr. of Sparks, Georgia, Abraham B. Hilliard of 
Ft. Pierce, Mrs. Theresa M. Carlton of Ft. Pierce, Roy 
G. Hilliard of Ft. Pierce, Mrs. Maud M. Raulerson of 
Ft. Pierce and Cicero A. Hilliard of Ft. Pierce; by three 
sisters, Mrs. Matilda Waters of White City, Mrs. Serena 
Hancock of Ft. Meade, and Mrs. Ellen Parker of Ft. 
Pierce. In addition, many other relatives and friends 
will mourn her departure.” 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Mrs. Carlton was born at Wildwood, Florida, May 2, 
1884, and died August 12, 1958, at Fort Pierce. She and 
Mr. Carlton had two children: Daniel S., Jr., born July 
21, 1905, and Louise Carlton, born November 11, 1907. 
Both were born at Fort Pierce. 

Louise is now the wife of James Whitice, and they 
have two daughters: Theresa Dawn, born January 9, 
1936, and Flora Diane, born June 19, 1937. By an earlier 
marriage Louise has a son, Daniel Wallace Maund, 
born November 21, 1927. 

Daniel S. Carlton, Jr. lives at Ten Mile Creek and 
has groves and cattle, carrying on the tradition of the 
Carlton family. As a cattleman he started out as a 
child with calves given him by his father. He is a 
member of Florida Cattlemen’s Association, Florida 
Citrus Mutual, Moose Lodge #248 of Fort Pierce, and 
coached the first Babe Ruth League team for the lodge. 
He married Virginia Barnes, born in Jackson, Georgia, 
and they have three children: Sally Ann, born June 
5, 1939; Daniel S., III, born February 6, 1943; and 
Carolyn Lorraine, born August 29, 1947. Sally Ann is 
married to Kenneth A. Breaux and they have a son, 
Kenneth, Jr., born July 12, 1959. 

Each year in the historical pageant held ir. Fort 
Pierce Dan Carlton, Jr. takes the part of Sheriff Carl- 
ton and wears the solid gold ‘badge inscribed with the 
state seal that he wore during his term as sheriff. This 
pageant, called “Along These Waters,” is produced 
under the auspices of the St. Lucie County Historical 
Society. 


WRIGHT W. CARLTON 


Among the earliest pioneer families of Florida are the 
Carltons, a name that may be found in any history of 
the state. Traditionally the family have been cattle- 


’men, and Writht W. Carlton of Fort Pierce is no ex- 


ception. He has always had cattle. When ‘he was a 
small boy he was given a few calves of his own, as was 
customary in the families of cattlemen, and now has 
large herds and extensive acreage, owning approxi- 
mately 20,000 acres south of Okeechobee Road, outside 
the Drainage District, near Fort Pierce. 

Wright W. Carlton was born near Arcadia January 
29, 1874, son of Reuben and Elizabeth (Crewes) Carl- 
ton. Reuben Carlton came to Florida before the Civil 
War and went first to Fort Ogden, where his father, 
Daniel Carlton, was living. The original pioneer of the 
family was Daniel’s father, Alderman Carlton, who 
came to Florida about 1850 and was killed by the 
Seminole Indians in the war of 1856-58. 

Reuben Carlton settled first on the shores of the 
Caloosahatchee River near LaBelle, and from there 
moved up the river, settling near Okeechobee. That 
fork of the river was named for the family, the Carlton 
Branch. They lived there two years and then moved 
to Ten Mile Creek, where they spent the next two 
years, and finally moved into Fort Pierce. Wright Carl- 
ton was about seven years old then. There were just 
a few families in that locality at the time: the Hoags, 
who ran a store; the Bells, who lived on Taylor Creek; 
the Hendrys, on Ten Mile Creek; the Paynes of St. 
Lucie, and Jim Russell. All navigation was by sail 
boat. Captain Hoag used to haul a load of turtles to 
Jacksonville by sail boat and return to Fort Pierce 
with a load of supplies. He also traded with the In- 
dians. 

Wright Carlton’s father built their home at Fort 
Pierce on the site where the Fort Pierce Hotel now 


stands. The children (there were six boys and two 
girls) were taught their lessons by a lady teacher who 
was brought along with them and lived with the fam- 
ily. The first County school teacher, Ella Brown, used 
the Carlton’s living room for a classroom. The first 
schoolhouse, built where the Fort Pierce Cemetery is 
now located, was a log cabin without ceiling or win- 
dows. On cold days it was warmer outside in the sun, 
and the class moved out. The second schoolhouse was 
built on property belonging to Wright’s mother. 

From the time he was large enough to ride, Wright 
Carlton worked as a cowboy, riding for his father and 
later for Judge Payne. He also worked as a cowhand 
for Archie Hendry, one of the biggest cattlemen of 
those days, who had lived at Fort Pierce before the 
Carltons came there and had a large herd. Wright re- 
ceived fifty cents a day for his work—a good wage for 
a cowhand in those days. There were no fenced-in 
pastures, and the cattle roamed wherever there was 
grass to eat. 

When he was fifteen or sixteen, Wright worked on 
the pineapple plantations in and around Fort Pierce. 
His father was a farmer as well as cattleman. He raised 
tomatoes and beans at Ten Mile Creek, packed them 
in boxes crudely made by hand, and shipped them by 
steamboat to Philadelphia. Wright and his brother 
Reuben built the first block building in Fort Pierce. 

Mr, Carlton is one of two men who have the dis- 
tinction of having been awarded a plaque for fifty 
years of membership in the Florida Cattlemen’s Asso- 
ciation. He is a member of the Elks Lodge in Fort 
Pierce. Like his father and most of the cattlemen along 
the East Coast in the early days, he is a Republican, 
and always has been. His father and two of his broth- 
ers fought on both sides in the Civil War. Drafted 
into the Confederate Army, they ran away to join the 
Union Army. 

In Kissimmee on October 4, 1906, Wright W. Carlton 

married Annie Waters, daughter of Tom and Mathilda 
(Willingham) Waters, who was born at Fort Meade 
January 22, 1888. Mrs. Carlton is a member of the 
Methodist Church. A daughter, Ruby Fay, born 
at Ten Mile Creek August 16, 1907, married on June 
8, 1927, Robert Elmer Teague, born March 21, 1902, 
in Blairsville, Georgia. Mr. Teague also is in the cattle 
business. Ruby and Elmer Teague have five children, 
all born in Fort Pierce: 
1. Edna Lynn Teague, born October 19, 1929, married 
on April 30, 1953, Leo Joseph Guettler, Jr., also born 
in Fort Pierce, on December 22, 1927. Their children 
are: 

1) Leo Joseph Guettler, III, born May 16, 1954. 

2) Rose Marie Guettler, born October 27, 1957. 

3) Matthew Wright Guettler, born March 11, 1960. 

2. Joseph Wright Teague, born March 17, 1932, mar- 
ried on November 1, 1952, Portia Lucille Huffman, born 
April 14, 1934, in Areadia, Florida. Their children are: 

1) William Wright Teague, born December 28, 1953. 

2) Cindy Jean Teague, born September 5, 1956. 

3. Robert Elmer Teague, Jr., born October 25, 1935, 
married on June 23, 1956, Virginia Lee Shuflin, born 
December 26, 1934, in Miami. Their daughter, Jo-Ann 
Teague, was born September 16, 1959, in Coral Gables, 
Florida. 

4. Patricia Ann Teague, born October 22, 1940, mar- 
ried April 3, 1958, Richard Roger Modine, born May 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


28, 1936, in New Haven, Connecticut. Their son, Richard 
Roger Modine, Jr., was born May 18, 1959. 
5. Rebecca Teague, born March 30, 1944. 

All were married in Fort Pierce except Robert El- 
mer, Jr., who was married in Miami. His daughter, 
Jo-Ann, is the only one of the grandchildren (great- 
grandchildren of W. W. Carlton) not born in Fort 
Pierce. 

A son of Mr. and Mrs, Wright W. Carlton, Sidney 
Wright Carlton, was born November 19, 1911, and died 
August 6, 1953. He was married twice. By his first 
marriage, to Eula Bryan of Fort Pierce, he had three 
children; and by his second marriage, to Jacqueline 
Huckanhull of Atlanta, he had two children, Walter 
and Joanne. 

The deceased brothers and sisters of Wright Carlton 
are: Charlotte, Lindley L., Dan, Stephen, Reuben, 
Charley, and Albert, who died in infancy. Still living 
at this writing besides Wright are Sallie and Perry. 


WILLIAM EMORY KEEN 


A pioneer in education and accounting in West Palm 
Beach, William Emory Keen organized the commercial 
department of the Palm Beach High School in 1914 and 
was one of the first certified public accountants in this 
area. 

A son of George R. and Mary Ann (Russell) Keen, 
who came from Harrison County, Indiana, to West 
Palm Beach about 1915, William E. Keen was born in 
Elizabeth, Indiana, March 26, 1881. Graduating from 
Marion Normal College, Marion, Indiana, in 1903, with 
a B.S. degree, he was appointed principal of a town- 
ship high school. The next summer he returned to 
Marion Normal College to prepare himself for teach- 
ing commercial subjects and then secured a position 
in the Vincennes High School, Vincennes, Indiana, 
where he remained two years. % 

His next move was to go to Panama as bookkeeper 
in the office of the superintendent of construction in 
connection with the building of the Panama Canal. In 
1908 he went to Washington, D.C., having been ap- 
pointed an examiner for the United States Civil Serv- 
ice Commission. After two years in this position he 
became head of the commercial department at the Has- 
kill Institute, Lawrence, Kansas, where for the next 
two years he taught commercial subjects to American 
Indians. 

On July 15, 1912, he came to West Palm Beach to 
assist George C. Currie in organizing the Farmers’ 
Bank and Trust Company, which opened early in 1913 
with Mr. Keen as secretary. A year later a change in 
stock ownership resulted in his being replaced by a 
relative of the owner of the majority stock. Mr. Keen 
worked for a local newspaper until the school session 
began in the fall of 1914, when at the request of the 
school board he organized the commercial department 
of Palm Beach High School and remained in charge of 
that department for four years. At the end of that time, 
in 1918, he was elected County Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

Following his term as County Superintendent, Mr. 
Keen opened an accounting office in West Palm Beach, 
and in 1927 took the examination for his C.P.A. cer- 
tificate. He was the fourth man in the history of Flor- 
ida to pass that examination on the first trial. From 
that time until April 1958, when the partnership of 
Keen and Lynch was formed, Mr. Keen carried on a 
private practice as Certified Public Accountant. 


He was a member of the American Association of 
Certified Public Accountants and the Florida Associ- 
ation of Certified Public Accountants and served as 
treasurer and vice president of the Florida Institute 
of Accountants; a member of the Union Congregation- 
al Church; a former member of the Elks and the Odd- 
fellows, and a 32nd degree Mason of the York Rite 
bodies and the Shrine. £ 

In Wabash, Indiana, on December 23, 1906, William 
E. Keen married Etta L. Smith, daughter of Leonard 
A. and Mary Ann (Spencer) Smith. They had a son, 
Warren Leslie Keen, who died in January 1954; and a 
daughter, Mrs. Marion Easter, who is now living in 
Washington, D.C. 

Following a short illness, Mr. Keen died in West 
Palm Beach September 5, 1960, aged 79. 


SIDNEY WRIGHT CARLTON 


Son and grandson of Florida pioneers, Sidney Wright 
Carlton, like his father and most of the Carltons, was a 
cattleman from start to finish. 

A son of Wright W. and Annie (Waters) Carlton 
(whose story precedes), he was born at Ten Mile (now 
Eleven Mile Road), Fort Pierce, November 19, 1911, and 
was educated in St. Lucie County Elementary and High 
School. From his early childhood he grew up with 
cattle, it being the custom of the Carltons to mark 
calves for each child with his own brand, which was 
Circle I. By the time he was grown to manhood he had 
a herd of 200 or more. He was a good calf spotter. 

Until 1949 the family cattle were run together on 
Wright Carlton’s land and Sid managed the ranch. At 
that time both Sid and his sister Ruby purchased land 
from their father, each buying eight sections, re-fenced 
and began their own operations. However, Sid con- 
tinued to manage his father’s ranch as well as his own. 
At one time Sid and his father went to Texas and pur- 
chased a couple of carloads of purebred Brahma bulls 
to improve the herd. They also began improving their 
pastures, experimenting with different grasses. It was 
their ambition to make a show place out of the scrub 
lands. 

Mr. Carlton had a small acreage in citrus and some 
local business interests, in addition to his cattle busi- 
ness. He was a lover of horses and raised quarter 
horses as a hobby. He was a member of the Florida 
Cattlemen’s Association and the St. Lucie County 
Cattlemen’s Association, a past president of the latter. 
At one time he ran for County Commissioner and came 
within 125 votes of winning. During World War II he 
served in the Army at Fort Knox, Kentucky, in the 
First Company, Tank Division, and was honorably dis- 
charged on October 13, 1945. He was a member of the 
American Legion, the local Elks Club and the Pelican 
Yacht Club. 

In Atlanta, Georgia, on December 26, 1937, Sidney 
Wright Carlton married Jacqueline Victoria Hocken- 
hull, who was born in Atlanta February 25, 1920. Her 
father, Walter Lee Hockenhull, born in Cumming, 
Georgia, died in Atlanta February 27, 1926. Her mother, 
Daisy Alma (Lipscomb), born in Belton, Georgia, died 
January 6, 1960. After the death of her first husband, 
Mr. Hockenhull, she had married Joseph Norton in 
1927. 

Two children were born to Sidney and Jacqueline 
Carlton in Fort Pierce: Walter Lee, on January 12, 
1941; Joanne Elizabeth, on May 13, 1952, Walter now 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


works on the ranch. He, too, has his own brand of 
cattle (Brand Is) and so does his sister, Joanne, (77), 
and each has one-third interest in Circle I. 

By an earlier marriage, to Eula Bryan in Fort Pierce, 
who was born December 20, 1912, at Louisburg, Kansas, 
Sidney Carlton had an older son, Richard Carlton, born 
August 18, 1935, at Fort Pierce. He married Barbara 
Campbell Renz of Seattle, Washington, November 20, 
1959, at Kaneohe Marine Base Chapel, Kaneohe, Oahu, 
Hawaii. 

Sidney Wright Carlton died prematurely of a heart 
attack on August 6, 1953, about three months short of 
his 42nd birthday. Burial was in the Carlton family 
cemetery at Ten Mile Creek. On June 27, 1959, Jacque- 
line H. Carlton married A. M. Remmerswaal. 


WAREING T. MILLER 


Continuing the legal practice established by his 
father in West Palm Beach in 1925, Wareing T. Miller 
has been practicing law there for the past twenty years, 
and at present is senior member of the firm which 
includes the names of Al J. Cone, William C. Owen. 
Ward Wagner, Jr. and Charles A. Nugent, Jr. 

Wareing T. Miller was born in Kokomo, Indianz, 
September 8, 1916, son of Newman T. Miller and Fran- 
ces Lee Wareing, who through her mother was a sec- 
ond cousin of Woodrow Wilson. She died in 1949. 

Newman T. Miller, born in Wabash County, Indiana, 
in 1884, died in West Palm Beach in 1951. He had a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Tri-State College, 
Angola, Indiana, in 1905 and a Bachelor of Laws de- 
gree from Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, 
in 1910. Admitted to the bar in Indiana in 1910, he 
practiced law there until 1925, and during that time 
was State Deputy Attorney General, represented How- 
ard County in the Indiana State Legislature for two 
terms, and was attorney for the State Fire Marshal’s 
Department for eight and a half years. Coming to West 
Palm Beach in 1925, he engaged in private practice of 
law there until his son joined him in 1940, and con- 
tinued active in his profession until his death in 1951. 
He served as attorney for many municipalities in the 
Palm Beach district. He was a Mason and Shriner of 
Murat Temple, Indianapolis, past Exalted Ruler of the 
Elks at Lake Worth, and past president of the Lions 
Club of the Palm Beaches. 


Wareing T. Miller graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1932 and spent one year at Georgia Military 
College, Milledgeville, Georgia. He graduated from the 
University of Florida in 1938 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree and from that university’s Law School in 1940 
with a Bachelor of Laws degree. Admitted to the Flor- 
ida bar in 1940, he was associated with his father in 
practice for a year and a half, then took a post graduate 
course at Columbia University. 


Enlisting in the United States Army in February 
1942, he served as a Second Lieutenant in the Third 
Army, 87th Infantry Division, in the European theater 
of war, participating in three important campaigns 
(Ardennes, Central Europe, and the Battle of the 
Bulge) and came out of the Army with the rank of 
Major in February 1946. After the war he resumed his 
practice of law with his father until the latter’s death. 

Mr. Miller is a member of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Florida Bar and the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association, and was president of the county as- 
sociation in 1947. He is a member of the board of di- 


rectors of the First Federal Savings and Loan Associ- 
ation of West Palm Beach, and a past chairman (1948) 
of the Civil Service Board of West Palm Beach; a past 
commander of Post #12 of the American Legion and 
member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars; a 32nd de- 
gree Mason of the Scottish Rite, belonging to different 
bodies and Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami; a member of 
the Florida Blue Key Society, Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
and Phi Delta Phi fraternities of the University of 
Florida, and a member of the Methodist Church. He 
played football both in high school and in college. In 
politics he is a Democrat, and his hobby is stamp 
collecting. 

In Fayetteville, North Carolina, on August 2, 1945, 
Wareing T. Miller married Frances Martin, daughter 
of Hosea W. and Lydia (Culter) Martin. She was born 
in Washington, North Carolina. Mr. and Mrs. Miller 
have four children. all born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Wareing T., Jr., born February 9, 1947. 

2. Gwendolyn Frances, born March 21, 1948. 

3. April Lee, born April 20, 1950. 

4. Martin Newman, born February 12, 1952. 


THADDEUS HUDSON CARLTON 


The Carlton family, well known in Florida’s political 
circles, is one whose name is tied up with the history 
of the state, past and present. The great-great grand- 
father of Thaddeus Hudson Carlton, Alderman Carl- 
ton, came originally from Virginia to the Carolinas, 
thence to Georgia and finally into Florida about the late 
1830’s. As Lieutenant Carlton he was killed in a skir- 
mish with the Seminole Indians on the Peace River in 
the year 1856. In the Civil War Thad’s grandfather, 
Reuben Carlton, served with the Union forces, while 
his two younger brothers were in the Confederate 
Army. They fought on opposite sides at Gettysburg. In 
the Confederate Army also was Richard Vickers, Thad 
Carlton’s maternal grandfather. 

Born in St. Lucie County February 28, 1906, he is a 
son of Charles and Rhoda (Vickers) Carlton. His father 
was born March 16, 1878, in Brevard County, now 
Okeechobee County, and died at Fort Pierce on October 
31, 1930. He was a cattleman and citrus grower in St. 
Lucie County. Rhoda Vickers Carlton was born in De- 
Soto County, Florida, August 19, 1886, and died at Fort 
Pierce October 17, 1959. 

Mr. Carlton was educated in the public schools of St. 
Lucie County, graduating from the County High School 
in 1925, and at the University of Florida, from which 
he was graduated in 1930 with an LL.B. degree. As 
soon as he was out of law school he came to Fort Pierce 
and opened an office in the Raulerson Building, Second 
Street and Avenue A. 

During the years of his legal practice Mr. Carlton has 
had several associates. From 1938 to 1940 he was with 
Wallace Sample; from 1941 to 1950 with T. B. Ellis, Jr., 
and from 1945 to 1950 Ralph Wilson was associated 
with them and the firm was Carlton, Ellis and Wilson. 
For the next eight years he practiced alone, until in 
1958 he was joined by David L. McCain, who became a 
partner in 1959, and the firm name became Carlton and 
McCain. The firm represents American National 
Growers, Arvida Fruit Company, Arvida Groves Com- 
pany, Davison Chemical Company, DiGiorgio Fruit 
Company, Florida Bank at Fort Pierce, of which Mr. 
Carlton is a director, and the Lawyers Title Insurance 
Corporation. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


From 1939 to 1940 Mr. Carlton was a member of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Everglades Drainage 
District. In 1940 Governor Cone appointed him Circuit 
Judge of the Ninth Circuit of Florida, and he served 
one year in that office. He also served as Representa- 
tive from St. Lucie County in the State Legislature in 
the 1943 session, and was assistant to the State Attorney 
from 1943 to 1955. He is past president of St. Lucie 
County Bar Association, a member of the Florida Bar 
and the American Bar Association. 

Like other members of the Carlton family, past and 
present, Thad Carlton is interested in cattle. He has a 
ranch in Glades County and one in Hendry County 
and recently sold a 5,000-acre ranch in St. Lucie 
County. His herd is a commercial crossbreed of Here- 
ford, Red Angus and Brahman. He is a member of the 
Florida Cattlemen’s Association and past president of 
the St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s Association. 

Mr. Carlton is also a past president of Fort Pierce 
Kiwanis Club; past Exalted Ruler of Fort Pierce Elks 
Lodge #1520, of which he is a member; a member of 
Fort Pierce Woodmen of the World; and a member of 
the Indian Hills Country Club and the Pelican Yacht 
Club. His favorite sports are hunting and fishing. 

On April 19, 1932, in Fort Pierce, Thaddeus Hudson 
Carlton married Alka June Pinson, daughter of the late 
Dr. Van Buren and Virginia (Hackney) Pinson, both 
natives of Kentucky. June Pinson was born in Elkhorn 
City, Kentucky, March 25, 1910, graduated from Cum- 
berland High School in that city and from Morehead 
State College, Morehead, Kentucky, and taught elemen- 
tary school in Elkhorn City for two years. Her grand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. George W. Hackney, had come 
to Fort Pierce, Florida, in 1913. She herself came in 
1930 and was secretary to the president and vice presi- 
dent of the old Fort Pierce Bank for about a year and 
a half before she was married. 

Mrs. Carlton is a member of the Baptist @hurch; the 
Cora Stickney Harper Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution; the Capron Trail Garden Club, 
which is now under the Federated Garden Clubs of Fort 
Pierce, and is a co-chairman of the Exhibit Commit- 
tee. She is one of eight charter members of the Tues- 
day Bridge Club, which has been in existence for 
twenty-eight years. She has been a Red Cross worker 
in Fort Pierce for years; also on Mental Health, and 
was co-chairman with Mrs. J. E. Nobles, Jr. for the 
residential group during one of the drives, 

Mr. and Mrs. Thaddeus Carlton have a son, Charles 
Thaddeus Carlton, born November 7, 1935, at Fort 
Pierce, who served as First Lieutenant in the United 
States Marine Corps Reserve on active duty with the 
Sixth Marine Division at Camp LeJeune, North Caro- 
lina from December 1957 to December 1, 1960. He is 
now a law student at Stetson University in St. Peters- 
burg, Florida. On June 10, 1960, he married Louise 
Jeanne Palmer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Palmer 
of St. Lucie, who was born in Stuart, Florida, Novem- 
ber 15, 1938. 


HERBERT C. GEE 


After fifteen years in the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers, Colonel Herbert C. Gee resigned his 
commission in 1950 to practice his profession as a con- 
sulting engineer, and chose West Palm Beach as his 
headquarters. In 1951, with Theodore B, Jenson, he 
formed the firm of Gee and Jenson, Consulting Engi- 
neers, Inc., of which he is president, and since then has 


engaged in a number of large scale engineering proj- 
ects throughout Florida. He is now serving as consult- 
ing engineer to the United States Senate Select Com- 
mittee on National Water Resources. 

Herbert C. Gee was born in Ketchie, Louisiana, 
November 5, 1910, son of Herbert Haines and Mabel 
(Lacey) Gee, both natives of Iowa. His mother died 
in 1958 and is buried in Columbus City, Iowa. The 
family moved to Ketchie, Louisiana, in 1909, and his 
father managed a large peach orchard there. After 
World War I he returned to Iowa and became an agent 
in the life insurance business at Anamosa, Iowa. In 
1942 he was appointed auditor for the Iowa Tax Divi- 
sion at Des Moines, which position he held until he 
retired in 1958. He now resides in Des Moines. 

The younger Herbert Gee graduated from Anamosa 
High School, Anamosa, Iowa, in 1926 and from the 
University of Iowa with an A.B. degree in 1930. Enter- 
ing the United States Military Academy at West Point, 
he graduated in 1935 with a B.S. degree; and in 1938 
received an M.S. degree in Civil Engineering from the 
University of California. His commissioned service in 
the United States Army Corps of Engineers began 
with his graduation from West Point, and during the 
ensuing years he rose through all commissioned grades 
from Second Lieutenant to Colonel. 

For twenty years, starting in 1938, he studied beach 
erosion and stabilization under Dr. M. P. O’Brien, a 
civilian member of the United States Beach Erosion 
Board. He was assistant to the District Engineer in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on work involving the harbors 
of Lake Michigan and related coastal engineering 
problems. In 1942 and ’43 he was District Engineer in 
Jacksonville, Florida, and issued all permits for con- 
struction on the beaches and in the navigable waters 
of Florida. During 1946 he was Director of Military 
Operations in the Manhattan Project for Bikini Atomic 
Bomb tests, during which important ocean wave studies 
were made. In 1946-47 he was Commanding Officer at 
the Los Alamos Laboratory for the Manhattan Project 
and Atomic Energy Commission. During the next three 
years he was Officer in Charge of the National Flood 
Control Program. 


Since entering the private practice of engineering 
Mr. Gee has done work for the ports of St. Augustine, 
Canaveral, Palm Beach and Port Everglades. He has 
made a special report on the behavior of Biscayne Bay 
during severe hurricanes; a study and report on beach 
protection and stabilization from the Jupiter Inlet to 
the Lake Worth Inlet in Palm Beach County; and has 
been consultant to the Central and Southern Florida 
Flood Control District, the Lake County Water Con- 
servation Authority, the Florida Inland Navigation 
District, various drainage districts and numerous pri- 
vate clients. 


He was a member of a five-man committee to review 
all reports on the sea-level Panama Canal and make 
recommendations on this four billion dollar project 
to the National Rivers and Harbors Congress and the 
Congress of the United States. He represented the Port 
of Palm Beach in a cooperative project to construct 
a sand transfer pumping installation across the entrance 
channel of the Port of Palm Beach, which was done in 
1957-58. He also cooperated with the University of 
Florida in a model study of entrance channel and ad- 
joining lake areas at the Port. 

In addition to being a Registered Professional En- 
gineer in the State of Florida, Mr. Gee is registered 
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THE EAST COAST OF “FLORIDA 


with the National Association of State Boards of En- 
gineering Examiners. He is a member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, of its Committee on Coastal 
Engineering, and chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Coastal Structures; a member of the National Society 
of Professional Engineers, the Society of American 
Military Engineers, a Fellow of the Florida Engineer- 
ing Society (president in 1956), and a life member of 
the Permanent International Association of Navigation 
Congresses. His biography appears in “Who’s Who in 
Engineering.” 

In other than professional circles, he is a member of 
the American Legion West Palm Beach Post #12, the 
Sons of the American Revolution (through his mother’s 
side of the family), and is a deacon in the Memorial 
Presbyterian Church of West Palm Beach. Fishing is 
his favorite recreation. 

At Marion, Iowa, on March 7, 1930, Herbert C. Gee 
married Ruth Crew, daughter of Dr. Arthur E. and 
Mrs. Bertha (Ives) Crew of Marion. She is a graduate 
of Marion High School and of the University of Iowa, 
class of 1933, with a Bachelor’s degree in Physical 
Education. Before her marriage she taught Physical 
Education in the public schools of Iowa. 

Colonel and Mrs. Gee have two children: 

1. Philip C, Gee, born January 12, 1944, in Kansas 
City, Missouri, who is a student at Forest Hills High 
School, West Palm Beach; 

2. Nancy Gee, born November 27, 1948, at Washing- 
ton, D.C., now a student at Rosarian Academy, West 
Palm Beach. 


HARVEY E. OYER, JR. 


The present Mayor of Boynton Beach, Harvey E. 
Oyer, Jr., is a descendant of pioneers of this area. His 
great-grandfather, H. D. Pierce, homesteaded on Hypo- 
luxo Island in the early 1870’s and was the first post- 
master of Hypoluxo. His son, Charles Pierce, was a 
“barefoot mailman” and for many years postmaster at 
Boynton Beach. He was succeeded by his widow, Ethel 
Pierce. 

The Mayor’s grandfather, Captain F. C. Voss, op- 
erated boats carrying supplies from Titusville to the 
Palm Beach area, and also on Lake Worth. He was a 
farmer, grove owner and dairyman, and during the 
1920’s, with Captain Walter Moore, cousin of Mrs. Voss, 
owned and operated the yacht “Donagill” between Palm 
Beach and New York. Captain Voss’s wife was Lilly 
Pierce, the first white girl to be born in what is now 
Palm Beach County. Harvey Oyer’s mother, Lillian 
Frederika Voss, is a daughter of Captain and Lilly 
Pierce Voss. 

His father, Harvey E. Oyer, Sr., came to the Boynton 
area before World War I as a farmer, and after service 
in France in the 78th Division returned to this area. 
He later entered the construction field as a carpenter 
and is presently the only living charter member of the 
local union of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America. He is now retired. 

Born in Boynton Beach March 31, 1926, Harvey E. 
Oyer, Jr. graduated from Boynton High School in 1944, 
and was valedictorian of his class. After serving in the 


United States Army in World War II, he entered the. 


University of Florida and graduated with honors and a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration 
in 1950. In college he was received into the Phi Kappa 
Phi fraternity. From 1951 to 1953 Mr. Oyer served 
again in the United States Army in Germany, and is 


now a Captain in the Artillery of the United States 
Army Reserve and a member of the Reserve Officers 
Association. 

After his second return to civilian life, Mr. Oyer 
established his own real estate and insurance firm in 
Boynton Beach. He is a member of the Southeast Palm 
Beach County Association of Insurance Agents and of 
the state and national associations of insurance agents; 
also a member of the Boynton Beach Board of Realtors 
and the state and national boards. 

Active and interested in civic affairs, statewide as 
well as local, Mr. Oyer has been a member of the City 
Council of Boynton Beach since 1957, is Mayor for 
1960, and was twice a candidate for the House of Rep- 
resentatives from Group 1, Palm Beach County. 

Mr. Oyer is a past president of the Boynton Beach 
Chamber of Commerce and charter member of the 
Junior Chamber; past president of the Boynton Beach 
Kiwanis Club; was first president of the United Fund 
of Boynton Beach and is a director of the Palm Beach 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross. He is a 
member of the Gulf Stream Hospital Association, the 
Florida Historical Society, the Palm Beach County 
Historical Society, Lake Worth Pioneer Picnic Associ- 
ation, and the University of Florida Alumni Associa- 
tion; a charter member of American Legion Post #164, 
chairman of the Official Board of the Methodist Church 
and a former superintendent of Sunday School. 

Mayor Oyer has two sisters. Lois Patricia Oyer grad- 
uated from the University of Florida, College of Edu- 
cation, in 1951, and is presently an elementary school 
teacher in Tucson, Arizona. Charlotte Anne Oyer grad- 
uated with honors from the University of Florida, 
College of Education, in 1952, and is now Deputy Clerk 
of the Court of Crimes, Broward County, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida. 


BEN HERR 


A consulting engineer on Florida’s East Coast since 
1925, Ben Herr of Palm Beach was associated with the 
Okee:hobee Flood Control program as an engineer for 
twenty years, 1929 to 1949. Since then he has been in 
private practice as a consultant in drainage and irriga- 
tion work on large tracts of land. 

He was born in Kansas City, Missouri, September 
25, 1901, son of Benjamin Barr Herr, a merchant and 
farmer, now deceased, and Fannie (Landis) Herr, who 
is living in Sterling, Illinois. Ben graduated from Ster- 
ling High School in 1918 and from the University of 
Illinois in 1925 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Engineering. While in college he was a member of the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps. 

Upon completing his formal education Mr. Herr 
came to Vero Beach, Florida, and established himself 
there as a consulting engineer. He moved to Palm 
Beach in 1929. 

He is a member of the Florida Engineering Society, 
the F. and A. M. Lodge and the Episcopal Church of 
West Palm Beach. At Daytona Beach on December 17, 
1927, he married Clara Jane Duncan of Vero Beach, 
daughter of Walter and Lulu (Stansbury) Duncan. 
Mr. and Mrs. Herr have two daughters and two grand- 
children. They are: 

1. Billye Barr Herr, born in Vero Beach, who grad- 
uated from West Palm Beach High School and Duke 
University, and married James A. Beymer of Palm 
Beach. They now have two sons, James Lee and Rich- 
ard Russell. 

2. Bettye Jo Herr, born in West Palm Beach. 


[122] 




































<<“) 


a 






7 
a, 


yD oh ait onitiats pee rete d 
cai aesit wonmgsient Boe “wah WO air. 
et janet alt we Pir we 2 i ott io 
io Die enone on eet ee 
wl tea Ooty ani ; 
ospth if to got chasstlar oa ae: ‘oat 46 joer tts a ontis 

voted fencitia bu sabaskis/ gets Say 
te obliwelnia isis io Hi Bateya air inn aired : 
CHD otf} lo vetiiote p neue zed dev) aM (ehol eo i Ww 
161 «oye 21 TOE ‘gore’ sinbeet nated flood 
-qot to walt od 40k sttiibane es aptvt 4e4 wet 
4 olatl lt qpes) cio) eayishiwke 
bug sn HNO AM 
inten 
oat 






Fes 





big 

wiitiiad {3a 
agen aulive it YW faeblewig 
oft Yo Stunt 1Stsn rut 2, 30 
done fobrrott lo dee /biewty Sekt. sod ae 


balrt bes ‘5 neyyevii 2 


sate 


mgaw dol anewia 
fxs sf oe | pi). “aa! imc at fsas ri “yer I om yo! tw 
rs aif) 2eow.) oli a wun A uch ig) tetg wi) Vite 
lt. ois : oeokl sxe aed) sar lo sodniom 
Vin i). ore relics i , tvs jticah: le o'r H pbriw a | 
nee kh, alae’: { srieW Aded Adsise? fhohorah 
~ataien Fh iit bray! Aicweyvie of} Bar ui 
Salty (yd odinanl siobrom A lo vad tngirt 19M & PON 
omit) de 4 : ita) eet 16 vies) 
bow 2 be yoink Ma Y JNO aes OF gb. br 
-hory ver grit Y cian .21o)4ie owl! ef ri, ve! 
wont 16 sieifoo . cht yi foaavigl ony moat fe ! 
{carstou Mr meIGgsitsIts Heys 1 OTK iret moet 
-brry to : £0 it mt tou 
wi i e io (HizTS hit 2 ; foe Aion ni 14 4 rs N4gt 
trol vlarea€? vrér bors .C@b7 Ww icolssntk lo swalloOo 
tabu tro’ sonal bia vind 25 } Muwol? oi} Te 
rian No 
HASH VAR 
o3is MaoD gan Jabal eacdiene Mice. A 
* oft drtw tetalsexex enw fosvdl inloD Ao *ioH rch :C82] 
nol Vediinds ae ee chery Tots oD Healt sodorn seg 
hi aeodt ead od coutt Som Oth -o} USEF .2ahen “errs 
-suivu hie suscisw of titetlbasen sew selgoig Se Tie 


bosrtd Bini iG Here set ans 
vadnisiqe2 Jneailé oid eeensd ut wod aaw oki 
‘bon dastriem a «ciel +e! ain pet 2s 


odw mht telbond) sinew? bat be ot tattrint 


: 
Mieke, 30, 1100 


arr 


—reee, worl bolecbar ase acl nadie ai Soivid a 
WwW etiasevin od? t bern 20: lends Apert anil 
ni oergah sveuse Ww salaroo® « diw GS ot deaitil 


oft Jo smtaten: «4 eso od spell. «i olttW oninesnigedl 
: ape’) poiniet’T ¢veoT. evanead 

eH AM avi lanrvel guisiquyes goql 
Mearnid terdaildsi-s ban whiold gies ow of ames 
mist ot now aH cenaiat ynilvenng 9 6 otortt 
CS al deetl 


teehee ad 


eo iti gorau’ ative! edi Yo sederhal 6 ei 4 


: Be o-me Haq ti. ott ae opbed 12 A hee old 
pamieyel ao wet anova 16 sonal! sthe® se0¥ 
ad ft lo «node! onnb aval beeemm ah TROL 
oe bu 12) wheel Das vorinW fo. ee 
erytfyouh ow ovied viel! at tine 
ite y 2 
ES OM cold, eres ¥ ai wnod yell raft Sqbtie 
% bra lootlg? sah ib 108 cae ait cme 
to wel Aw i Lae 
2s ae 





a 


= 
.: 


. oti cenit 4 . 
nol as civelt No ne 1 
ai oc'W “on 


™ 
to haar wel hi pete Mudadwg owt 
odt ST% met doe wie ao notgal ¢ 
erettione git nots) sotiviova ll acoA 
liso odt ‘ah pronesh i af tes ,(eGenat oa 
| get one int ad to dowidtD ms ioe 
- gelaets ; 
oo) .D hedvett tet .¥ stovalt no ,cwol rol 
bog 3 ehh AG to vatitgiab word Avi & 
olniftert® & al of@ cote Yo werd (eovl) wilh 
ywol to Viiewsyiat wir to baw foodne Agi 
lasieyet Aa getyobh esetoriaal on ditiw eee be zo 
Jeaniertl Jaya ode ayarriset wd wrolol of en9 
wot Yo clootye gilidey olf at 
-riitiito ow) overt oa uh bag orto 
; ED AL yawn. aiad ws 2 qilidd 
1 te rit le toobute 2 8 one ieee M - 
eee eofed teoW fo 
-yniteaW iy Baas TS woctns: 40¥k ered ores) a 
WW “yt Red our: th bright 6 ‘Aton phon 


ore rr 


x 
* 


a avo 5 vavaan | 
A yerieH sflownd Heine, Io stove tnserq- 
aii .eote eidt lo evoorneig t0 inahmacved 8 «i ok ae 
-o4 7H co bobeutesprod soe AF A vette) 
i ory saw hee wD yiias odor funolel ont 
aw oxil, ested? .noecdit oxulogid ie. ‘sasaes 
w~ seiicnnteog he viam wil bas “‘necatianm soak 
isA ,woblw aid xd bratvasnain mow Et: toss 


-qo we0V .D 9 nimigad wiladiaen Sweatt oT 
ot ot slinawlT woh selighwt guiguina aaod tie 
og sew off AMmOW solnl no eis baie worn: seal 

otis gntrsh bea ocngiel bau adawe avery 7 
eo «itl to iaues , stool 198leW aioiqe? diiw 2 
rie cvswied “Hiysnot? tdoey ont butewge bas 
yiid anw otiw e'2noV slatqe) sho¥. wall Dams 
wor a tadw mh aod od of iy esitiw panera 
niitid saem 2ayO yeviall .~teueD « ode 
“Ut tem iste te raorigion a vl 0 


neta alt 0} oem 12 ~~. a newveelly ndiat - 
opivres tejte bew vonttas? @ un Daa blsoW | noted 
coe sit of borrmies sipiaivill oak ole vt goer 
CLEP 
soteeqres & ae bight . sali adllicinter 
orl Io rodewsut sabvaele Qrivdl x oy ea1g 


boorte ans 
leog tz 











ove 











oF My 


a 
aA>« 













bos z191NOGY ‘Yo ‘booty 





. 


2 Bem 


BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


THOMAS LEGGETT BAILEY, JR. 


A resident of Palm Beach County since 1929, Thomas 
L. Bailey, Jr. has been a practicing attorney in West 
Palm Beach since 1949 and has had diversified expe- 
rience in both civil and criminal courts. 

Born in Madisonville, Kentucky, July 23, 1923, he 
is a son of Thomas L., Bailey, M.D., who died in 1928, 
and Eula (Plaine) Bailey, now Mrs. William C. Hat- 
field of Lake Worth. His father, an Eye, Ear, Nose and 
Throat specialist, was a graduate of the University of 
Louisville and post graduate of Brooklyn Eye, Ear, 
Nose and Throat Hospital, also of Ochsner Clinic, 
Vienna, Austria. 

Young Tom Bailey was six years old when his par- 
ents moved to Lake Worth, Florida. He graduated from 
Lake Worth High School in 1941, from Duke Univer- 
sity in 1945 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and from 
the University of Florida Law School in September 
1949 with a Bachelor of Laws degree. He also studied 
at the University of California, Los Angeles, and at 
Columbia University, New York City. During his 
college career he became a member of Delta Sigma 
Phi social fraternity at Duke University and Delta 
Theta Phi legal fraternity at the University of Florida. 

Admitted to practice law in Florida in 1949, Mr. 
Bailey is a member of the Florida Bar and is also ad- 
mitted to practice before the United States District 
Court in Miami. He has carried on a private practice 
in West Palm Beach since 1949. In addition he served 
as Prosecuting Attorney in the Municipal Court from 
1954 to October 1960, and was Assistant City Attorney 
of West Palm Beach from February 1954 to October 
1957, during which time he represented the city in 
many types of court trials and prepared many of the 
city ordinances. He has prepared legislative acts for 
the city and attended the Legislature in Tallahassee 
on behalf of the city; also attended three State Traffic 
Court conferences as representative of West Palm 
Beach, in order to learn more about traffic problems 
and what a municipal court should do to help solve 
them. 

Mr. Bailey’s political affiliation is Democratic. His 
civic and fraternal memberships include the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, Elks Lodge #1352, and the 
Parent-Teacher Association. He was formerly active in 
the Southside Lions Club. He and his family are mem- 
bers of the First Methodist Church of West Palm 
Beach. 

He was married in Lake Worth on September 18, 
1949, to Hazel Ryan, daughter of Elzie Ryan (deceased) 
and Norma (Holder) Ryan, natives of Lake Butler, 
Florida. Mrs. Bailey graduated from Union County 
High School, Lake Butler, and attended the University 
of Florida. Mr. and Mrs. Bailey are the parents of 
three children, born in West Palm Beach as follows: 

1. Thomas L., III, on February 10, 1951; 

2. Susan Lorraine, on September 9, 1953; 

3. Stephen William, on December 21, 1954. 

The Baileys’ home is at 129 Santa Lucia Drive, West 
Palm Beach. 


LAWRENCE SPENCER FAVILLE 


A member of the firm of Mizell, Faville and Zern, 
Funeral Directors of West Palm Beach, Lawrence 
Spencer Faville has been a resident of that city since 
1921 and is prominent in civic and Masonic affairs. 

He was born in Texico, New Mexico, February 8, 


1911, son of Spencer C. and Bessie Ada (Lambert) 
Faville. His father, who was a farmer and general con- 
tractor, was a native of Iowa, and the family moved 
from New Mexico to Waterloo, Iowa, in 1912. Law- 
rence’s mother died in 1934, his father in 1958. He 
came to West Palm Beach with his mother in 1921, 
attended grade school and Palm Beach High School, 
and proceeded to Staunton Military Academy in Staun- 
ton, Virginia. 

On February 6, 1932, he began his apprenticeship 
with Mr. N. W. Mizell, pioneer funeral director of West 
Palm Beach. He took the state board examination for 
his license as an embalmer and funeral director in 
1937, and continued to work with Mr. Mizell and his 
partner, Mr. Simon, becoming an official member of the 
firm in 1945, when the name of the firm became Mi- 
zell, Simon and Faville. Mr. Simon died in 1950, and in 
ea 1959 Mr. Zern became a member of the 

rm, 

Mr. Faville is a member of his professional associa- 
tions and of the following organizations: West Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, past director; West 
Palm Beach Kiwanis Club, past president, 1953; Ex- 
ecutive Club of the Palm Beaches, director; Y.M.C.A. 
of The Palm Beaches, past director; B.P.O.E. Lodge 
#1352, West Palm Beach; Harmonia Lodge, F. and 
A. M., #138, West Palm Beach; Lake Worth Consis- 
tory; 32nd degree, Scottish Rite bodies; Mahi Temple 
Shrine, Miami; Palm Beach Shrine Club; Holy Spirit 
Episcopal Church, and a member of the vestry. His 
favorite recreation is fishing. 

He was married in West Palm Beach August 2, 1936, 
to Margaret A. Senden, daughter of William and Ida 
(Bruns) Senden of St. Charles, Missouri. She is a 
graduate of St. Charles High School and of St. Luke’s 
Hospital School of Nursing at St. Louis, Missouri. She 
came to Florida in December 1934 and was attached to 
the nursing staff at Good Samaritan Hospital, West 
Palm Beach, as a registered nurse. 

Mr. and Mrs. Faville have two daughters, born in 
West Palm Beach. 

1. Bessie Jean, born January 7, 1938, graduated from 
Rosarian Academy, West Palm Beach, and attended 
Lindenwood College, St. Charles, Missouri. 

2. Lois Ann, born October 16, 1940, graduated from 
Palm Beach High School and attended Emory Univer- 
sity, Atlanta, Georgia. On August 1, 1959, she married 
William N. Kelley of West Palm Beach, a medical stu- 
dent at Emory University. 


THOMAS E. COCHRANE 


Since 1945 Thomas E, Cochrane has been associated 
with his father in what is one of the outstanding Cer- 
tified Public Accountant firms on the East Coast of 
Florida. Mr. Cochrane is also very active in civic work 
and has served as Mayor of the township of Golf View 
for two terms, from 1949 to 1953. 

He was born in Jacksonville, Florida, October 12, 
1919, son of John P. and Beulah (Reynolds) Cochrane. 
His father was born in Alabama and came to Jack- 
sonville in 1910, later moving to West Palm Beach. 

Thomas Cochrane graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1937 and from the University of Florida in 
1941 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration. He served in the Army Air Corps as 
a Technical Sergeant from July 1941 through June 
1945, and was overseas in the southwest Pacific from 
January 1942 to September 1944 with the 49th Fighter 


[123] 


ore 2a ti emt ed 


Gitlagas kro tes nid ea 
LeeW bo water b te 
16 novnmtatexs beIAT alate ici ra dont intel 
oi woltwnih istuadl doe wartedatenar on eens etl 
ett uty Host 4M diiw sPbiow of boistitawe ben, WSes 
“iW to ceduiect Inlolito as grcinosed mormte AB orn ton 
(IM unused seody od le eatigee ait) gaoetw: 2bCk ‘mt acs 
oi bvia 022 ni hath oct AM sitivea’l bine somite ox 
of! jo sadmom 6 steve gah 0 eel asdinaoel 


re 

ofive’d aM 
anclt 
Honeh 


-atgvers innow@eslong afd Ie sedimnem se a 
rotewl jeoW enelesthapio peiwellol ont to bas 
wiW swherih Iesq) .soseniRioy to soda!) 


6A PR rebiertq tau duo sinawit Adora aalnl 
ROMY ss0l0en’ godsee micT ads to dulD ovitiuwn 
ww BOT sorovih tag gata sfe adT to 
bre of -eha.t einogitaah fone mia wsW Stele 
-wiKdel? to sled iss led teow SEP MF. 


alqaiyt teM, sovihusl off deition® .oornsh hawt pyro 
eget whokl winlD .apete dao ota pital joninuty, 
ait VIeAY sett Ho tochereant ab hoe eri (efron 
ehiiant 2i poltesraeet sine el 

Werf jeowvA dvestl minG treo’ ai berremot new oH 
iM fee ‘celliW io s4tigdeh aehosd A tepiel 4) 
4 wf of2 Tueetih 2th t Wo nshase (entre) 
tmabil 22 to base loodo® tigi slit 2 to 
atZ uowiM «<ipal 42 ta gutize lo lodge tsligeett 
of Sedoahic eew brian BRO WacHadoad ai abtiott 0) oun 
to Jtcliqeekl agiieeoe booed is Tete gaiemd vit 
sewig inedéiges 6 aa ulypo offal 

yar sllieed ayM brew Am 
ihveedl anigt teeW 

iden belavbetg BEOE V yrsunel mod +ool sizes t 
bobraite funy Potctl sito red ,versbreA asian 
rithuniM «ales? I2.,epaifoD haotannaiatlel 

mort hotenhem Jat AL adosoO aiod acA dod § 
stovint) vied Beubaatig ban tooth Nai dese slp 
beitieo: ait SHR! ot tevyuk oO Bao) .crcnllA , cele 
«ute lesions a stool ida deo W Yo colnet Moma 
vierovintt ‘wm i tneb 


. 
er 
37 HUN OSV 


ai med «zraictvemb owl 


AF AA MNY Ae ET 


baidisoess covt reg prurtyo) Ab eamonl Teel opai® 
ove natbiketetue oft to sau et bed ci sodinkul ew 
Yo fees’? den8 att wo uted? conimuanodA sildwl baiis 
drow aivio ci _ Huon widy cule 2 ded ie) NL sige 
‘bree 


ee ot “i 


: Passe 1 
1 ali | ve hey reat fy 


we 
your! 


et 
















































ane 


are 


od 
; oa: 


bis siege te stately be 
1th Sn vid ye Oy gy 9 naa eb 
Ah: AD - , «away: piety AE asl 
ryneent ~ > bas fi Peaifhin 
’ re 


Shiett to ; : 
Eo Po gst vapid pom: 
-be oale al bhe se8 abtiolt 
tormetl yam? botinl! ods otnled 
otitonng shel nao Beiviee sacl of 
irowioe of couibba al .@hot 
ine dv Jeqioietult axl 
YHMowA yO faptieA eaw 
nde oy BE wrevalet 
mt Ute oe bate + gatied , 
oft t® vaso be bue eleivt tuo fo eogy? ¥ 
10? Gtom ovitaieigel teugqeiy end oH 2 be 
wuearistel ot onetaletyed ot boneenre 
gist 9108 ove bebo oats {yi e 
misl toW lo oviletieaonges 26 ssoreT 
sctoldony offtwx inode som tral ‘of’ 
evioe dled at ob bivomds fos 


aif .oltevoentet ef aottallfis Lasasitog 6 


wie, 211) vbulorii pps 
wit Rite 280% opbad eA 7 
oi owiton ebro avrot enw olf i 


-reGee ote aid bas 6M 
mia adhd to atantn Ae 


ce nas Lc 
ot AR meer" 


baer ep iain: : 


THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Group, which unit received the Presidential Citation. 
After his return from the service he joined his father 
as a Certified Public Accountant. He is a member of 
the American and the Florida Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. 

Mr. Cochrane is one of the originators and a director 
and secretary-treasurer of the Good Government As- 
sociation of West Palm Beach, and is treasurer of Palm 
Beach County Democrats, Inc. He is a past president 
and life member of West Palm Beach Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, past state director and vice president of 
the Florida Junior Chamber of Commerce, and a mem- 
ber of the West Palm Beach and the Palm Beach Coun- 
ty Chamber of Commerce. He is also a member of the 
Resources and Development Board and of the East 
Coast Estate Planning Council; president of Iris Lakes 
Development Corporation and Iris Lakes Country 
Club; secretary-treasurer of Golf View Hotel, Inc., 
which owns the Colony Hotel in Palm Beach. He be- 
longs to Post #12 of the American Legion, Kappa Sig- 
ma national fraternity at the University of Florida, 
and the First Baptist Church of West Palm Beach. 
Golf, fishing, hunting and all sports are his sources of 
recreation. 

On April 12, 1947, Thomas E. Cochrane married Re- 
becca Fuller, daughter of Hugh and Blanche (Pinson) 
Fuller of Greenwood, South Carolina. She graduated 
from Greenwood High School in 1938 and from Lander 
College, Greenwood, in 1942 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. Mrs. Cochrane is a member of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, deriving her right of 
membership from both the Fullers and the Pinsons. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cochrane have three sons, all born in 
West Palm Beach: 

1. Thomas E., Jr., born March 19, 1948, now a stu- 
dent at Golf View Junior High School; 

2. Joel Fuller, born August 13, 1957; 

3. Reynolds John, born October 18, 1958.* 


EFFIE LAWRENCE MARSHALL 


Author of eight books, world traveler and lecturer 
and a former associate of such social crusaders as 
Susan B. Anthony, Frances E. Willard, Carrie Nation 
and Carrie Chapman Catt, our Effie Lawrence Mar- 
shall spends her time between her residence in Coral 
Gables, Florida, and her summer home in Rockport, 
Maine—that is, when she is not on one of her tours. 

Born near Hiawatha in the northeast corner of 
Kansas on March 1, 1873, she is a daughter of George 
Goodson Stumbo and Harriet Ann Johnston, both 
born in Marion, Ohio, in 1853; her mother on April 
9th and her father on October 18th. During the Civil 
War her father served four years in the Border Cav- 
alry of the Union Army. He was a miller and a ranch- 
man. 

Effie Stumbo attended country schools through the 
early grades, Falls City High School, Nebraska, the 
Normal School and University at Salina, Kansas, 
Phelps Union and Classical School, New York, and 
Cortland Teachers College, New York. The greater 
part of her education came through many planned 
study courses, majoring in literary studies. At the age 
of sixteen she began teaching on her father’s ranch 
in Gove County, Kansas, continuing her own educa- 
tion during the summer and winter vacations. 

When she was twenty-four she began a ten-year 
tour as itinerant lecturer which led her into every 


state in the Union and into twelve European coun- 
tries. Interested in various social reform movements, 
she joined the ranks of Frances E. Willard and Susan 
B. Anthony in their far flung campaigns for home 
protection and woman suffrage. At a later period she 
was, for seven years, a member of the Board of the 
Women’s Reformatory in the State of Maine, ap- 
pointed by the Governor of Maine, and in that ca- 
pacity helped to select a farm, plan the institutional 
buildings, organize the work, hire the officials, and 
oversee and guide the work. One of the other three 
members was the late Congressman Clyde Smith, 
husband of the United States Senator Margaret Chase 
Smith. 

Effie began writing at the age of fourteen, when she 
sold a story of a prank she played on her brother 
to the Toledo Blade for one dollar—the biggest dol- 
lar she ever saw! It settled her determination to be an 
author, and she continued to write short stories and 
poems. Her first published book was a book-length 
poem called “Leaves on the Current.” She then began 
to write a series of novelizations of great women of 
the Bible: “Ruth, The World’s Most Famous Love 
Story”; “Queen Esther, The Woman Who Saved Her 
People”; “Mary of Bethany, The Woman Whom Christ 
Immortalized”; and “Deborah, The Prophetess”, “Out 
of the Manger Cradle, a Christmas Story” followed; 
then “Sunflower Gold, a Story of the Kansas Pioneer”; 
and, finally “Illuminated Men”, a story in support of 
the American plan for the more abundant life instead 
of mass murder and destruction. 


An observant traveler, Mrs. Marshall has toured 
America many times, spent a winter in Mexico and 
a summer in Alaska, and had four sojourns in Europe. 
In one world tour she visited Bermuda, Great Britain, 
Spain, Portugal, Egypt, Arabia, Australia, New Zea- 
land, New Caledonia and the South Sea Islands, in- 
cluding Fiji and Tahiti, returning via Panama. She 
has visited the Caribbean islands many times. Her 
latest schedule includes Hawaii, Japan, the Philippine 
Islands, Sumatra, India, Palestine, and several South 
American countries. 


Mrs. Marshall is a member of the National League 
of American Pen Women (past president of the Miami 
branch), the Laramore Rader Poetry Group, the 
Poetry Society of Great Britain and America, the 
Scribblers Club in Maine, and various Home and 
Foreign Missionary Societies in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. She is a charter member of the Bryan 
Memorial Methodist Church in Coconut Grove, Florida, 
and is licensed to preach by the Free Baptist Church. 
She is listed in Who’s Who in Maine and in the Miami 
Social Register, and has had introductions all over 
America from the press, pulpit and platform. 

In April 1912 Effie Stumbo married Edward Mark 
Lawrence of Lubec, Maine, at her parental home in 
Seneca Castle, New York. He died in 1940. In 1944 
she married Dr, Harry I. Marshall, a world traveler 
and author of note and a retired Baptist missionary 
to Burma. He died in 1952. Her only child, Frances 
Elizabeth, died soon after birth, but each marriage 
gave her five step-children. 

Referred to in a recent Miami newspaper write-up 
as the “dynamic senior citizen with a youthful out- 
look on life,” Mrs. Marshall was one of the weekly 
winners in the “Wise Worlds” contest sponsored by 


[124] 


-nueg sasiqomwl avian 
2 comis.em i fi 
asev? ban bd 2 
sina pul aruinconed 3 is 
ade: boric 1914) , A geri 
oft -jo bwoth ofivio sorkiner ; bist i 
-Ga eM z yi, ae the 
i) sprit Si he sured Ya mete : 


“oni + git gs a ttat's 
ins de®: gt) a Aaa Ps vee 
seid. <alltt. si} Jo aa a) 


Ast by teraaaayce 2. abe oR Te pues 
eet scvtogreM mt ek ae fo ods id ipsa 

arin aggelw’ Wosbee 9a odt ripen nared’ te ay 
eit wd oo Baal ode ‘Aa w to won” ® hive 
~oh Ape ‘a afeb oro 1at's niehy obit! olf on 
; db 8) nosinarareiab at” biltios HP vigeere ote ae! 
Gre seittode fred hw 0} pantie tha a 4Hontue 
food bedesiaineg yeu “of} shra0g 
“oct noe ae biflsbs mlaog 
ig pmetigo. 3 itaabsven to gotyee a siriw: 08 
ot eat so Sybil oat ca 29 art oe 
mH mvee od ¥ cits wut git ‘pete rout” yee 
bein pmo re 7 atl petite w erat Me .“elqoel 
“eratatye't sft ood bate. 7 gailglro otal 
o! "wa 8 wioniwict® a isthe veunaht alt tc 
 atit lo vind & lod savas 
nm Loasmamnil  yiienl rte 
ott ot oly, neoitemtA: aay 
iOiioumteeb hn (Osu Bee to 

M@ .hi insvirao a& 
ort as) hiedqe emis Yivedt aorerrl 
«1 nfo) bed bné .sadeelA mt wore » 
ste wei hitouw ono 4 


fiz sh=-AoOod 
acted cove. atic. “. toeety 


24 as) .. vdy 


wi) 
bowel! 
i nneie pm rekr | 
la frodawe MH. YI & fi 
bedsteai vit! inabaucts 


9yormn 


bowrd) wagi fbnlere selovnn 
bom Gdinadt 
atecs tt) di riniourt 


Misiths. se ubuncneel Baliv 


ont Ww we. “s sjsu side Segunda high ,aiege 
bsrieste: ro2 dived of} bao sltwhoinD> wat onl 
of2 oroehetl siv Rebivivies Batel hao 14% undhule 


mpecdinnD of} briiaty vert 
) cage jiawall zboton) slapybe feytnl 
dinse fossvoe ban satealet sibal «damn phueckal 
ern syeriech 

ei:gest Lanoda ois Be erie © at Deere tld 
‘await stl lo tyoBiesaq seag) neatoW not aanwenmA Ye 
ety werk cunt when ssneig! a donned 
i «hte bee tial tao to eel wae 
Kes wach azwonay bay; ofietA mt duit saldedad 
-gigl eibodsol! att ai ssitoited emo ayviced 
gyi od to iadacgr solidly a a 22 apa ingos 
dbiielh. » nab tuncwd oi dvd ieibedisM 4ariaisetl 
dawarit? fea wo ati yd doseruy od heaendd ab bara 
tran « mi ai tee dan MV @M edi ud ‘oe V7 mu Laatost 2) ote, 
seve Me comtvhetnt bed acd bee solslget daha 
radtisin tre ugivg eaeety old snes? noite 

sre ExowhT tetera oda? aff SH) Hag cok 
ab sina fndoovay aod tu seth aaded, Yo soreu two! 
Peet of 098? ci bap oti Ao% war oieel) winery? 
ised blaow x lheirmld 1 yteekt. «bate 
eseciOtdinc seisigitl bili & hon on Ne! Oi 
monet setts lag tue “SBat at poh off ~ 
ornate dese fi ivi hie sj roth 


Py f q 
rota weit Vth, Eee 

























aaah 


acadens yas: v0 arid ~~ ace a a 
een, sey a ent. ever ale ra 
taon & 2 | he pase “paeh H 


a i me | or oe ge" > 5 
nadbeien a onla ob 92h eorermc 
area 













































tenet A Wo ; AD 
so wane id oe hog fone 


ont pestle sume) am 
(enengsrdE) \ + , I 
belevbern agers) 40." 
Tabled fain st hoods ‘Aalst boowens 7 

sabe we intone « dies SMe 


site n woe BVER OE. dona ad 
loosin€ dyit vetos 
maak sf 


LIAH@HAM | ay 


seivioal bon talevew show 
os ersbaauto lxivoe thous 
ola are dani Ae 


ae a) 7 wah wh bas edi 
: rb: pre ares { af} wry hee Rel amas G4 
: ; oe Rade Ae el 


- 2 a cr 
ad ¥ 


- yes eas ba were: 
aft Lguror / i  atedie ~ 


AM, vi wes ¥ ap eo Sherr egg eee eo 
y gree Ped cal 4} Sy ge Ti, 
| 7, gene 
a a Pag ce a ee ee all coger Ly vee 
h sae psi bectauat) be re 

“ Aine * fw : 4 


q 
ae ae'e ‘seins, rola FA: 
i 3 ete? wena a. 


— autoast maya y 
wy 
@ no gautonst asged 9 


, , = LT 
yar ae : Ta 
\ 
at? ‘ 
‘ any r » 


iS Sean AN kale nc i den tasiRaatad old 


Offs Jar ence Mananaht 





PDI LTE TOIT PP ere 


we 
‘ma 
ied 


i, 


Pas ae 
rp) 


y 


m + 


4 


piled 


‘ 


& 


oDgsgy 
’ ‘ete Am, 


re 
, ie 
r 


it 


Atl 





omer > 


Pin EAS. COAST. OW SF LORIDA 


the Junior League of Miami, and as such was a candi- 
date for the grand prize, a trip to Guatemala! Away 
on a trip at the time, she was probably not aware 
that her name had been entered in the contest by a 
friend. 


PHILLIP D. O°CONNELL 


Serving as State Attorney for the Fifteenth Judicial 
Circuit for more than twenty years now, Phillip D. 
O’Connell is among the most prominent attorneys of 
the Palm Beach area. 

He was born October 1, 1907, at Macon, Georgia, son 
of Daniel J. and Lenora (McKenna) O’Connell, both 
deceased. His father was a farmer who also raised and 
bred horses for sulky racing. 

Phillip O’Connell attended public schools at Macon, 
Georgia, and West Palm Beach, Florida, graduating 
from Lanier High School in Macon in 1925 and from 
the University of Florida in 1931 with a Bachelor of 
Laws degree. At the University of Florida he was a 
member of the Blue Key honor society and Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity. He was Southern Conference box- 
ing champion in 1929-30, captain of the boxing team 
in 1930, coach in 1930-31, and boxed professionally for 
two years, 

Mr. O’Connell established his legal practice in West 
Palm Beach in 1931, Elected Municipal Judge of West 
Palm Beach, he served in this office from April 1932 
to 1936; as Assistant State Attorney of the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit from June 9, 1937, to 1939; and on 
July 1, 1939, became State Attorney, which office he 
still holds. 

Mr. O’Connell handled the investigation and solution 
of the disappearance and death of Judge and Mrs. 
Curtis E. Chillingworth from June 15, 1955, and also 
handled the prosecution and conviction of Floyd A. 
Holzapfel and Joseph A. Peel for their participation in 
the death of Judge Chillingworth. These cases are still 
pending in the courts and are being pressed to their 
ultimate conclusion. 

Mr. O’Connell entered the United States Army as a 
First Lieutenant on March 1, 1942, and was released 
January 26, 1946, as Lieutenant Colonel. He served 
overseas in the European theater and received the 
Bronze Star medal, the French Croix de Guerre, and 
two Battle Stars. He is now a Colonel in the United 
States Army Reserve Infantry. 

In addition to his membership in the local, state, and 
national bar associations, Mr. O’Connell is a Fellow in 
the American College of Trial Lawyers. He is a past 
president of the Florida Prosecuting Officers Associa- 
tion, the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce and 
the Rotary Club; vice president of the Palm Beach 
County Blood Bank; a trustee of St. Mary’s Hospital; 
past Exalted Ruler of the Elks, and past Grand Knight 
of the Knights of Columbus. Reflecting his interest in 
sports, he is a past president of the Florida Federation 
of Boxing Boards and of the Flerida International 
Baseball League (1948-53); a past director of the Or- 
ange Bowl Committee (1941-56), now honorary life 
director. 

On June 14, 1939, Phillip D. O’Connell married 
Perry-Belle Walton, daughter of E. B. Walton, Sr. and 
Julia (Hall) Walton of Palm Beach, Mr. and Mrs. 
O’Connell have four children: 

1. Phillip, Jr., born April 5, 1940; 

2. Daniel, born June 24, 1941; 

3. Julia, born October 14, 1943; 


4. Michael, born April 27, 1949. 

Phillip and Daniel graduated from St. Ann’s High 
School, West Palm Beach, and are now attending the 
University of Florida. Julia is a student at Rosarian 
Academy, West Palm Beach, and Michael is a student 
at St. Ann’s. 


¢ 


JUDGE F. A. CURRIE 


Judge of the Small Claims Court in Palm Beach 
County since this court was created in 1951, F. A. 
Currie is the son of a pioneer attorney, real estate 
developer, banker, poet, and outstanding citizen of 
West Palm Beach. Like his father, the Judge has an 
artistic talent, his gift being for music. During his col- 
lege years he organized and directed a dance orchestra, 
and for a number of years played the saxophone and 
clarinet on tours through the United States, especially 
in North and South Carolina and Georgia, and in parts 
of Europe. 

He was born in Vancouver, British Columbia, Can- 
ada, October 17, 1907, son of George Graham and Lulu 
Marian (Angevine) Currie. His mother was born at 
Mendon, Michigan. She came to Florida in 1896 and 
was the second school teacher connected with the West 
Palm Beach schools, in which she taught for ten years. 
She is still living at the age of 88. 

Judge Currie’s father, George Graham Currie, was 
born in Montreal, Quebec, in 1867. He came to West 
Palm Beach in 1894, practiced law for many years, and 
was interested in real estate developments. One of his 
projects was Bethesda Park, a portion of which is now 
called Currie Park, and he also started the first sub- 
division for colored people in West Palm Beach. No- 
tably civic minded, he was elected Mayor of West Palm 
Beach and also served as County Treasurer of Dade 
County, which then included the present Palm Beach 
County. Mr. Currie wrote a great deal of poetry and 
was intensely interested in Florida history. He died in 
1926 at the age of 59. 

Brought to Florida in infancy, F. A. Currie received 
his early education in the schools of West Palm Beach 
and graduated from Palm Beach High School in 1926. 
At the University of Florida he earned his Bachelor 
of Laws degree, which he received in 1932. 

Admitted to the Florida bar, he began a general 
practice of law in West Palm Beach. In 1936 he was 
appointed Judge ad litem of the Municipal Court, and 
served in that capacity until 1943. From December 
1942 to April 1943 he served in the United States Army 
Infantry in World War II. On his return he resumed 
the practice of law and was elected Judge of the 
Municipal Court of West Palm Beach, in which office 
he served two years, 1944 to 1946. As already indicated, 
he was the first judge to serve in the newly created 
Small Claims Court in Palm Beach County. Appointed 
in 1951, he was elected without opposition in 1952 for 
a four-year term and has twice been re-elected since 
then. 

Judge Currie is a member of the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association, the Florida Bar, and the American 
Bar Association; also of the Elks Lodge, the Kiwanis 
Club, American Legion, Sigma Chi fraternity, and the 
Episcopal Church, in which he has served on the vestry. 

In West Palm Beach on August 19, 1958, F. A. Currie 
married Reese J. Tumbin Vermilya, widow of Webb 
H. Vermilya and daughter of W. N. Tumbin of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and Sara Lou (Arnwine) Tumbin. Mrs. Currie 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


graduated from Girls High School, Atlanta, and from 
the University of Tennessee with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. 

To some of his friends Judge Currie is known by 
the nickname of “Banzai,” a name given him in his 
infancy by a Japanese nurse. Judge and Mrs. Currie 


reside at their home, 200 Rugby Road, West Palm 
Beach. 


ROBERT F. BURNS 


Carrying on in the business which his father estab- 
lished in West Palm Beach, Robert F. Burns is presi- 
dent of O. D. Burns, Inc., plumbing and heating con- 
tractors, who also sell appliances and fuel oil. 

Son of O. D. and Laura (Fremd) Burns, he was born 
in West Palm Beach May 28, 1923. His grandparents 
moved to West Palm Beach in 1910, and his father grew 
up there, attending the public schools through high 
school. He served his apprenticeship in the plumbing 
and heating business with Alexander Orr, member of 
a well known family of contractors, and in 1925 estab- 
lished his own firm. O. D. Burns died in March of 1952. 
His widow, Robert’s mother, is living in West Palm 
Beach. 

Robert Burns graduated from Georgia Military Col- 
lege, Milledgeville, Georgia, in 1942 and enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps in December of that year. 
He served in the Pacific theater of operations in World 
War II until January of 1946, and was promoted from 
private to sergeant. 

Returning to his father’s firm, Mr. Burns completed 
his apprenticeship in the plumbing and heating busi- 
ness and received his journeyman’s card in 1949. He 
then took a course in refrigeration, heating and air 
conditioning at the Milwaukee School of Engineering 
and graduated from this school in March of 1950. Fol- 
lowing the death of his father in 1952, Rébert Burns 
took his place as president of O. D. Burns, Inc. 

Mr. Burns is also 1960 president of the Associated 
Plumbing and Mechanical Contractors of West Palm 
Beach, treasurer of the state association, and a past 
committeeman of the national A. P. and M. C. 

On December 10, 1945, Robert Burns married Mary 
Huff of West Palm Beach, daughter of William O. and 
Ruth (Howe) Huff. Mrs. Burns is a graduate of Palm 
Beach High School and Southern Baptist Hospital 
School of Nursing, New Orleans, Louisiana, and is a 
Registered Nurse. Three children have been born to 
Robert and Mary Burns: 

1. Frances G., born September 27, 1950; 

2. Barbara Sue, born September 6, 1953; 

3. Robert Daniel, born August 25, 1957. 


WILLIAM R. ZERN, JR. 


The junior member of the firm of Mizell, Faville 
and Zern, Funeral Directors of West Palm Beach, Wil- 
liam R. Zern, Jr., is very active in civic, social and 
welfare groups in his community. 

A son of William R. and Nettie (Young) Zern, he 
was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, August 13, 
1917. His father is a retired life insurance manager. 
The family moved to West Palm Beach, Florida, in 
1940. 

William R. Zern, Jr., graduated from Altoona High 
School in Pennsylvania and from Pennsylvania State 
University in the class of 1939 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. For the next three years he was associated 


with his father in the life insurance business at Al- 
toona, Pennsylvania, after which he served one year 
in the Army Air Force as a corporal. Since 1943 he 
has been associated with N. W. Mizell and L. S. Faville 
in the funeral directing business, and became a mem- 
ber of the firm in December 1959. At the beginning of 
this association Mr. Zern attended the University of 
Minnesota School of Applied Mortuary Science, from 
which he graduated in 1947. He is a member of the 
Florida Funeral Directors Association. 

In civic life he is a member of the West Palm Beach 
Rotary Club and was on its board of directors in 1959; 
is chairman of the 1960 Red Cross fund raising drive 
of West Palm Beach; a member of the Y.M.C.A., Boy 
Scout Troop #146, and the American Legion Post #12 
of Palm Beach. He belongs to the Sigma Chi fraternity; 
is a member of Harmonia Lodge #138, F. and A. M., 
West Palm Beach; a member of the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quar- 
tet Singing of America; and a trustee, elder and choir 
member of the First Presbyterian Church. Tennis and 
swimming are his preferred recreations. 

On September 4, 1946, in West Palm Beach, William 
R. Zern, Jr. married Eileen Davis, daughter of Joseph 
and Mildred (Reed) Davis. Mrs. Zern is a graduate of 
Palm Beach High School, Palm Beach Junior College, 
and Florida State University. Four children have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Zern in West Palm Beach. They 
are: 
. Michael, born September 29, 1948; 

2. James Kenneth, born December 8, 1950; 
3. Carol, born January 14, 1952; 
4. Marsha, born February 6, 1959. 


—_ 


GEORGE LEONARD PINK 


Conducting a general practice of law in West Palm 
Beach since 1949, George Leonard Pink has made his 
home in Florida since 1945, when he came here follow- 
ing his service in the Army in World War II and took 
up the study of law at the University of Florida, where 
he met his wife, a native of West Palm Beach. Mr. 
Pink, a Republican, is a candidate for a seat in the 
House of Representatives of the Florida State Legis!a- 
ture, representing Group One of Palm Beach County. 
He was appointed a United States Commissioner in 1958. 

Georg L. Pink was born in Superior, Wisconsin, May 
20, 1918. His father, Ralph J. Pink, a native of Wiscon- 
sin, now deceased, was an engineer for the Great North- 
ern Railroad. His mother, Edna LeBlanc Pink, is living 
in Superior, Wisconsin. George graduated from Superior 
Central High School in 1938 and from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1942 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. From 
October, 1942, to April, 1945, he served in the United 
States Army Transportation Corps, entering as a private 
and leaving with the rank of First Lieutenant. 

Coming to Florida after the war, he entered the Law 
School of the University of Florida and received his 
LL.B. degree in 1949. He was admitted to the Florida 
bar that year and opened his office in West Palm Beach. 
He is a member of the Florida Bar and the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association and a past secretary-treasure 
of the latter group. 

During his college career Mr. Pink became a member 
of the Pi Kappa Phi social fraternity and Delta Theta 
Phi law fraternity, and is a past president of the Palm 
Beach County chapter of the University of Florida 
Alumni Association and a past district vice-president 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


of the Alumni. In local civic and social circles he is a 
member of the board of directors and was chairman of 
the professional division of the Community Chest; is 
vice-president of the Executive Club of South West 
Palm Beach, a past president of the South West Palm 
Beach Exchange Club, a member of the American Le- 
gion Post of Lake Worth, the South Olive Parent- 
Teacher Association, the Flotilla Club, and the Episcopal 
Church. For recreation he likes golf, baseball and all 
sports. 

In Fernandina, Florida, on September 2, 1945, George 
L. Pink married Helen Ross, daughter of Gus and Sarah 
(Greene) Ross of West Palm Beach. She graduated 
from Fernandina High School in 1942 and from the 
Florida State University in 1945 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree, then proceeded to earn a Master of Arts 
degree from the University of Florida, which she re- 
ceived in 1949. Her Master’s thesis, now at the Univer- 
sity of Florida, with a copy at Fort Clinch Historical 
Museum, Fernandina, has for its subject the history of 
Amelia Island, Florida. Mrs. Pink is now an instructor 
at Forest Hill High School and is past president of the 
United States Panhellenic Society of West Palm Beach. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pink have three children: 

1. Peggy Jo Ann, born September 5, 1948, in Jackson- 
ville. 

2. George I., II, born January 24, 1951, in West Palm 
Beach. 

3. Deborah Jayne, born August 31, 1954, in West Palm 
Beach. 

In connection with his candidacy for the State Legis- 
lature, Mr. Pink is a strong advocate of reapportion- 
ment of representation, based on population, and of the 
necessary revision of the State Constitution to accom- 
plish this end. He would call for continued increase in 
state road funds, based on the needs of the county, and 
especially for funds for new roads to Belle Glade and 
Pahokee from West Palm Beach. He would support the 
creation and establishment of a state university at Boca 
Raton; stricter laws governing the purchase of fire arms; 
and a Conciliation Court to help save marriages. 


ROBERT CLIFTON BECKS 


A member of the firm of Northwood Funeral Home 
since its inception in 1955 and serving as its secretary- 
treasurer since then, Robert Clifton Becks was for- 
merly with the Mizell, Simon and Faville Funeral 
Home in West Palm Beach. 

Born in Daytona Beach, Florida, April 17, 1924, he is 
the third generation of native Floridians in his family. 
His paternal great-grandfather, Rev. Berrien W. Becks, 
a Baptist minister and native of Scotland, settled in 
Palatka, Florida, and preached there most of his life. 
He married Esther Wethersly, a native of South Caro- 
lina. Robert Lee Becks, father of Robert Clifton, was 
born in Palatka April 23, 1866, and died at Daytona 
Beach in 1941. He was a general contractor and was 
very active in the Florida Carpenters’ Union. An ar- 
dent Mason, he helped found two Masonic lodges, He 
married Effie Dora Clifton, who was born in Clifton, 
Florida, July 22, 1886, Her father, Henry J. Clifton, was 
born in Baldwin, Florida, in 1846. He served in Com- 
pany H, Second Florida Cavalry, in the Civil War, 
and in his time was the largest rancher in North Flor- 
ida. His wife, Effie’s mother, was Martha Blackwelder, 
who was born in Clifton, Florida, in 1857. 

Robert Clifton Becks attended the North Ridgewood 


Grammar School and Mainland High School, both in 
Daytona Beach; Grove City College in Grove City, 
Pennsylvania; Stetson University at DeLand, Florida; 
and the Dallas Institute of Mortuary Science at Dallas, 
Texas. During World War II he was a tail gunner on a 
B-17 in the Army Air Corps with the rank of corporal. 

Starting when he gradyated from college, he worked 
as an assistant with Mizell, Simon and Faville until 
1955, when the Northwood Funeral Home was opened 
at 5608 Broadway in West Palm Beach. 

Mr. Becks is a member of the American and the Flor- 
ida Funeral Directors Association and is now vice 
president of the Palm Beach County Funeral Directors 
Association. 

Actively participating in the civie and social life of 
his community, he is a member and past director of 
the Riviera Beach Chamber of Commerce, a member 
and past president of the Riviera Beach Kiwanis Club, 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Palm Beach 
Retarded Children’s Association, a member of the 
Florida Sheriffs’ Association, and of the following so- 
cial groups: B.P.O.E, Lodge #1352 of West Palm Beach, 
American Legion Post #268 of Riviera Beach, Pi Kappa 
Phi college fraternity, North Palm Beach Country 
Club, the Flotilla Club (now on the House Committee), 
the Baptist Church and its Finance Committee. He is 
interested in all sports. 

On October 4, 1947, at Daytona Beach, Florida, Rob- 
ert Clifton Becks married Glory R. Newcomb, daugh- 
ter of William Lee and Gladys (Barnum) Newcomb of 
Buffalo, New York. Mrs. Becks was born in Buffalo 
January 13, 1925, and graduated from Clarence High 
School in 1942. General Henry Barnum of the Union 
Army in the Civil War was her great-grandfather. 

Mr, and Mrs. Becks are the parents of three children, 
all born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Robert Lee Becks, born July 10, 1952. 

2. Stacy Ray Becks (a girl), born June 9, 1954. 

3. Gary Martin York Becks, born March 11, 1958, 


ROBERT ALISON KELLY 


A Certified Public Accountant by profession and a 
teacher of Accounting, Robert Alison Kelly of Boynton 
Beach is also something of a musician. He plays a tenor 
saxophone in a professional dance orchestra. 

Born in Erie, Pennsylvania, May 20, 1919, he is a 
son of Charles Peck Kelly and Alice (Eager) Kelly, 
both living; his father in Birmingham, Alabama, his 
mother in Philadelphia, His father, a welder by trade, 
writes by avocation and is the author of a scientific 
book concerning the phenomenon of sleep which will 
shortly appear on the book stands. 

Robert Kelly graduated from high school in Bristol, 
Tennessee, in 1937, attended Hampden-Sydney College 
at Hampden, Virginia, for two years (1938-40), and the 
University of Virginia (1940-42), from which he grad- 
uated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics. 
He studied Accounting through the University of Chi- 
cago’s LaSalle Extension, graduating in 1950, and con- 
tinued his study at the Baltimore College of Com- 
merce, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Accounting in 1951. In February 1952 he received 
his Maryland C.P.A. certificate, From 1953 to 1955 he 
taught Dale Carnegie courses at the Baltimore Insti- 
tute. 

It was in 1955 that he came to Florida, settling at 
Boynton Beach, and now resides at 130 Northwest Fifth 
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Avenue. He got his Florida C.P.A. certificate by reci- 
procity in 1958 and opened a private practice of 
Accounting in Boynton Beach in November of 1959. 
In February, 1960, he began teaching Accounting in 
the evening courses at the Palm Beach Junior College. 

Mr. Kelly is a member of the Florida Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants and the American Insti- 
tute of Certified Public Accountants; a charter member 
and second president of the Palm Beach Chapter of 
the National Office Management Association; a member 
of the Boynton Beach Chamber of Commerce; the East 
Coast Estate Planning Council; the Boynton Methodist 
Church; the Society for the Preservation and Encour- 
agement of Barbershop Quartet Singing and the Society 
of Musical Enthusiasts. 

He was married at Baltimore, Maryland, March 30, 
1945, to Barbara Jane Shackley, daughter of Brooks 
and Myrtle (Davis) Shackley. The Kellys have a 
daughter, Suzanne Lucinda, born June 21, 1950; and 
a son, Robert Brooks Kelly, born October 2, 1959. 


WILLIAM G, LASSITER, JR. 


Vice president of William G. Lassiter Co., Inc., gen- 
eral contractors in West Palm Beach, William G. Las- 
siter, Jr. is continuing in the business with his father, 
which was established here in 1946, 

The senior William G. Lassiter was born in Hartford, 
Alabama, After serving his apprenticeship in the car- 
penter’s trade, he came to West Palm Beach in 1928 
and for eighteen years worked as Maintenance Super- 
intendent for the Flagler System at the Breakers Hotel, 
Palm Beach, Florida. He then went into business for 
himself as a general contractor. The firm was incor- 
porated in 1958 when Mr, Lassiter’s son entered the 
business. 

William G, Lassiter, Jr. was born in West Palm 
Beach November 16, 1929. His mother was Avalon 
Woodham Lassiter, a native of Ozark, Alabama. William 
Jr. graduated from Palm Beach High School in 1947, 
attended the University of Tennessee two years, and 
graduated from the University of Florida in 1951 with 
a B.B.C, degree (Bachelor of Building Construction). 
From 1951 through 1955 he was employed by the Con- 
struction Division of the E, I. DuPont de Nemours 
company at the Savannah River plant in Georgia. 
From 1955 to July of 1958 he was General Superin- 
tendent of Construction for John A. Robbins Co., Inc., 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, building shopping cen- 
ters. He joined his father as vice president of W. G. 
Lassiter Co., Inc., in July, 1958, 

Mr. Lassiter, Jr., is a director of the National Home 
Builders Association and of the Association of General 
Contractors, East Coast Chapter, and a member of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers. He did military 
service in the Army Reserve Corps from 1950 to 1958, 
with the rank of Sergeant first class. In Aiken, South 
Carolina, he joined Alepha Lodge #156, F. and A. M., 
and is a member of all Masonic bodies up to and in- 
cluding the 32nd degree of the Scottish Rite at Co- 
lumbia, South Carolina. He is a member of the South- 
side Kiwanis Club and a deacon of the First Baptist 
Church of West Palm Beach. Golf is his recreation. 

In West Palm Beach on May 30, 1952, William G. 
Lassiter, Jr., married Priscilla Goehring, daughter of 
Oscar J. and Lilly (Maier) Goehring of Aurora, IIli- 
nois, where she was born. She is a graduate of Palm 
Beach High School. The Lassiters now have three 
children: 


1. Lori Ann, born June 1, 1954, at Aiken, South Caro- 
lina. 

2. Patti Kay, born August 22, 1958, at Aiken, S.C. 

3. Deborah Lynn, born November 12, 1959, at West 
Palm Beach. 


HAROLD T. GOFFE 


Harold T. Goffe, realtor of Palm Beach, has roots in 
pioneer Florida, He is a third generation resident of 
the state and a second generation native. His father, 
John Allen Goffe, who died in 1940, was a native of 
Lemon Bay, above Charlotte Harbor on the west coast 
of Florida, where he was a wholesale fish dealer. John 
Allen’s father, William Goffe, was born in Georgia 
but spent 85 years of his long span of life on the West 
coast of Florida. He was a pioneer rancher there. 
Bertha Dancy Goffe, Harold’s mother, was born in 
Arlington, Georgia, and came to Florida with her fath- 
er, who was a merchant on the west coast, where he 
settled in 1896. 

Harold Goffe was born at Punta Gorda, Charlotte 
County, December 9, 1916. He graduated from Ocean- 
side Junior College, Oceanside, California, and attend- 
ed the George Washington University, Washington, 
D.C., for two years, Enlisting in the United States 
Marine Corps June 8, 1938, he was discharged as a 
Master Sergeant in October 1945, having served in the 
South Pacific with the Marine assault troops in the 
capture of the Marshall Islands. 

Following his discharge from the Marine Corps after 
the termination of World War II, Mr. Goffe served in 
the police force at Sanford, Florida, for one year, then 
at Belle Glade and Pahokee tor two years, and was a 
member of the Palm Beach Police Department from 
1948 to 1952, In 1952 he entered the real estate business 
in Palm Beach, with his office at 361 South County 
Road, and has carried on a successful business in this 
field since then. He specializes in investment proper- 
ties, vacant commercial property and acreage. 

He is a member of the Palm Beach Board of Real- 
tors, the Palm Beach Realty Listing Bureau, Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, Palm Beach Executives 
Club, the Islanders Club, and the Baptist Church. 

Mr. Goffe married Bonnie West of Eaton, Ohio. There 
are four children: 

1. Nancy Diane, born in 1948 at Fort Pierce, Florida. 

2. Harold T., Jr., born in 1949 at Pahokee, Florida. 

3. Randy LeRoy, born in 1955 at West Palm Beach, 

4, Kenneth Allen, born in 1957 at West Palm Beach. 


LEWIS E. KELLER 


The founder and president of Keller Construction 
Company of Palm Beach, Lewis E, Keller seems to be 
a young man with the Midas touch. Although he came 
to this state only three years ago (1957), his construc- 
tion company is big business, with several sizeable jobs 
completed and at least two large-scale ones under way. 
Mr. Keller is also president of Bishop and Coll Lumber 
Company, formerly of New York, now located in Palm 
Beach; a director of M. A, Gesner Insurance Company 
of West Palm Beach, a subsidiary of Flynn, Harrison 
and Conroy of New York City; and owner of a farm 
at White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. 

He was born in Norfolk, Virginia, January 31, 1923, 
son of Roscoe J. Keller, a retired United States Gov- 
ernment employee, and Augusta (McClean) Keller, 
who died in March 1958. Lewis graduated from Maury 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


High School in Norfolk, Virginia, in 1942, and attended 
Duke University, completing a course in Business Ad- 
ministration there in 1946, Meanwhile he served in the 
United States Navy V-12 Program from 1943 to 1945. 
From 1945 to 1950 he was employed by the John W. 
McGrath Corporation of New York City (the largest 
stevedore company in the world) as assistant manager 
at their ports of Norfolk, Virginia, and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

In 1950 Lewis Keller purchased an interest in Bishop 
and Coll Lumber Company of New York, a wholesale 
lumber company, and later purchased the remaining 
interests of this company. In 1952, with his associate 
John Aragona, he established himself in the general 
construction business in Norfolk, Virginia, where his 
company, the Norfolk United Builders, erected 4,000 
homes. 

Looking for greener fields, he came to Palm Beach 
in 1957 and formed the Keller Construction Company. 
His first major project was the development of Gun 
Club Estates, three miles west of West Palm Beach. 
Nine months after the start of this project every one 
of the 268 homes was completed and sold. 

This success brought Lewis’s older brother, Albert, 
to join him as general manager of the company in 1958. 
Albert had received a degree in Business Administra- 
tion from Duke University in 1935 and had gone on 
to get a Master’s degree and a degree from a theological 
school. Ideally equipped by training and temperament 
for personnel work, he had served, among other firms, 
the Fairchild Aircraft Company and the National City 
Bank of New York. 

Together Lewis and Albert successfully developed 
Seminole Manor at Lantana and Delray Manor, They 
are now engaged in the construction of 1,000 homes in 
a development near Orlando, and are building the 
first 1,000 homes in the modern self-contained city 
being created by Lefcourt Realty Corporation, called 
Royal Palm Beach, located west of West Palm Beach 
and near the Sunshine State Parkway. The homes in 
this development represent maximum quality at a 
minimum cost, and took some figuring on the part of 
the Keller brothers. They are proud of what they have 
achieved. Their skill has brought them state and na- 
tional awards. 

Lewis Keller is a member of White Sulphur Springs 
Golf Club at Greenbrier, West Virginia; the Cavalier 
Yacht and Country Club of Virginia Beach, Virginia; 
the Winged Foot Golf and Country Club of Mamaro- 
neck, New York; the Seminole Club, the Everglades 
Club, and the Coral Beach Club of Palm Beach; Kappa 
Alpha college fraternity, and the Episcopal Church, 
His recreation is golf. 

At Williamsburg, Virginia, on October 2, 1951, Lewis 
E. Keller married Rosalie J. Jenkins, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gladstone Jenkins of Norfolk, Virginia. She 
is a graduate of Maury High School of Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, and of the Norfolk branch of William and Mary 
College, Mr. and Mrs. Keller have two sons, both born 
in White Plains, New York: 

1. Lewis E. Keller, Jr., born April 7, 1952. 

2. John Frederick Keller, born December 13, 1954. 


NORMAN NUGENT ROBSON 


Practicing his profession as an architect in West 
Palm Beach since 1952, Norman Nugent Robson, part- 
ner in the firm of Robson and Gesbocker, is active in 
professional and civic groups in his community. 


He was born in Coshocton, Ohio, January 12, 1925, 
son of a manufacturer, Harry D. Robson, and Phedora 
(Timmons) Robson. He graduated from Willoughby 
High School in Willoughby, Ohio, in 1941, and attended 
the Case Institute, studying engineering. In 1943 he 
enlisted in the United States Army, was commissioned 
a lieutenant, and served as, commanding officer in an’ 
Engineers Port Construction and Repair group in the 
Pacific theater of operations. During a part of his three 
years in the Army he attended the Louisiana State 
University Engineering School, and when out of the 
Army, in June of 1946, returned to the Case Institute 
to continue his studies in Engineering for another year, 
From September 1947 to January 1948 he took a Lib- 
eral Arts course at Marietta College, Marietta, Ohio, 
and starting in January 1948 spent two years at the 
Western Reserve University School of Architecture. 
From 1950 to 1952 he was employed by the National 
Broadcasting Company, New York City, as a scenic 
designer. 

He came to West Palm Beach in 1952 and for the 
next three years was associated with various architects 
in Palm Beach County. In 1955 he opened a private 
practice in Architecture in West Palm Beach and in 
November 1959 formed the partnership with John B. 
Gesbocker. 

Mr. Robson is a member of the American Institute 
of Architects and the Florida Association of Archi- 
tects; the National Association of Home Builders; a 
director and charter member of South West Palm 
Beach Rotary Club; member of West Palm Beach Jun- 
ior Chamber of Commerce; former member of Palm 
Beach County Resources and Development Board; and 
a member of the First Unitarian Church. He plays golf 
for recreation and is a sports car racing enthusiast and 
former racing driver. 

Mr. Robson was married in West Palm Beach in 
November 1953 to Margaret Wood Doty, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Doty of Oelwein, Iowa, Mrs. Doty’s 
maiden name is Wood, Margaret Doty graduated from 
Oelwin High School and from Iowa State Teachers 
College in 1950 with a Bachelor of Science degree. She 
taught in the public schools of West Palm Beach prior 
to her marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robson have three children, all born 
in West Palm Beach: 

1. Ann Wood Robson, born October 6, 1954. 

2. Marilyn Dean Robson, born May 26, 1958. 

3. John Dever Robson, born January 14, 1960. 


GEORGE O. WRIGHT 


Chairman of the Board of Wright and Seaton, Inc., 
of West Palm Beach, whose business is general insur- 
ance and bonds, George O. Wright came to this city in 
1924. 

He was born in Fort Valley, Georgia, March 30, 1894, 
son of William C. Wright and Helen M, Mathews, both 
natives of Fort Valley, where his father was a fruit 
grower and druggist. 

George graduated from Fort Valley High School in 
1910 and from Emory College, Atlanta, Georgia, in 
1914. For ten years following his graduation from col- 
lege (excepting his time in military service) he was 
associated with his father in the fruit growing busi- 
ness. During the first World War he served as a pilot 
in the Army Air Corps, from 1917 to 1918, with the 
rank of Second Lieutenant, In 1924 he came to West 
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THRE. BbASt=COAST OF FLORIDA 


Palm Beach, Florida, and entered the insurance field. 
With Mr. Clyde Seaton, who is now president, he 
formed the firm of Wright and Seaton in 1935. 

Mr. Wright is a trustee and member of the official 
board of the First Methodist Church of West Palm 
Beach. He is a director of the Security Exchange Bank 
of West Palm Beach, a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Kiwanis Club of West Palm Beach, 
and a director of the Y.M.C.A. of that city. He has 
been a member of the American Legion for forty 
years, and of Post #12 since coming to West Palm 
Beach. He also holds membership in Fort Valley Lodge 
#110, F. and A. M., all York Rite bodies of Masonry 
up to and including the Knights Templar, and in the 
Temple Shrine of Macon, Georgia. 

At Dayton, Tennessee, on January 28, 1918, George 
O. Wright married Patsy Hoyal, who graduated from 
Sayre College, Lexington, Kentucky, took post graduate 
studies at Columbia University and the University of 
Chicago, and taught school at Fort Valley, Georgia, 
before she was married. 

Mr. and Mrs, Wright have two children: 

1. Barbara Hoyal Wright, born at Fort Valley, Geor- 
gia, graduated from Palm Beach High School and from 
the University of Tennessee with a B.S. degree. She 
married William D. Keliehor of Texas on October 22, 
1959, at Gainesville, Florida, Mr, Keliehor is a grad- 
uate of Columbia University and did postgraduate 
work in several universities in Europe. He served in 
the United States Marine Corps in the Pacific theater 
during World War II. 

2, George W. Wright, born October 10, 1924, at Fort 
Valley, Georgia, graduated from Palm Beach High 
School, from Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, with 
a B.S. degree in Business Administration, and is now 
president of Arnold and Wright, Inc., general con- 
tractors of Gainesville, Florida. He married Ann Chil- 
lingworth of West Palm Beach, daughter of Judge and 
Mrs, C. E, Chillingworth, on March 17, 1950. They 
have four children: 

1) Gail, born November 2, 1951, at Tampa, Florida. 

2) William, born December 4, 1952, at St. Petersburg, 
Florida. 

3) Jo Ann, born July 30, 1954, at St. Petersburg, 
Florida. 

4) Scott, born October 14, 1955, at Gainesville, Flor- 
ida. 


WILLIAM AMES BENNETT 


Prominent in the field of Architecture in Palm 
Beach, William Ames Bennett is a native of Florida, 
as are also his parents. His grandfather, William Ames, 
was tax collector of Leon County in 1895. His mother, 
Virginia W. Ames, was born in Tallahassee; his father, 
Samuel (Sam) D, Bennett, in Gainesville. Sam Ben- 
nett has been district distributor for Sealtest Milk 
products at Fort Pierce for the past ten years, Pre- 
viously he owned and operated an outdoor movie 
theater at Fort Pierce. Now 71 years old, he has been 
active in the civic and social life of Fort Pierce since 
1924. He is a veteran of World War I and formerly 
served as Vice Commander of the Fifth District of the 
American Legion, Department of Florida. 

William Ames Bennett, who is known by his second 
name, was born in Tallahasee February 14, 1921. He 
attended high school at Fort Pierce; then, from 1939 
to 1941, the Marion Institute at Marion, Alabama; from 
1941 to 1943, the United States Naval Academy at 


Annapolis, Maryland; and finally the University of 
Florida, where in 1950 he received the degree of Bach- 
elor of Architecture. Meanwhile he served in the 
United States Navy during World War II and is a 
retired lieutenant (j.g.) in the Civil Engineers Corps. 

Mr. Bennett began his career as an architect as as- 
sistant to Paul E. Kohlef, Jr., in Palm Beach in 1950, 
and remained with Mr, Kohler for two years. During 
1952-53 he was associated with Edgar S. Wortman 


until, in 1953, he opened his own practice in Palm 
Beach. 


Among Mr. Bennett’s principal works are: 


The Edward Merrick Apartment Building, Lake 
Worth (1953); The Walker Residence, Palm Beach 
(1954); F. W. Woolworth Shopping Center, Fort Pierce 
(1956); The First Church of God, West Palm Beach— 
Church and Sunday School Building (1957); D. & C. 
Packing Corporation—tomato packing and processing 
plant, near Lantana (1957); Lake Shore High School, 
Belle Glade—plant includes cafeteria, gymnasium, 
classrooms, music building, industrial arts, etc. (1958); 
Republic Carloading & Distributing Company Ware- 
house, West Palm Beach (1958); Arthur Pincourt Resi- 
dence, Palm Beach (1959); Enid Haupt Residence, 
Palm Beach (1959). 


Mr. Bennett is a member of the American Institute 
of Architects, the Florida Institute of Architects, and 
is listed in the American Architects Directory. In civic 
and social activities he is a member of the West Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, the Rotary Club of 
Palm Beach (1960 secretary), The Islanders Club, and 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, where he teaches 
eighth grade Sunday School, He is interested in all 
sports and is a member of the Youth Baseball Associa- 
tion of the Palm Beaches. In the summer he serves as 
coach of the Worth Avenue Little League baseball 
team and manager of the Alfar Pony League. 


In West Palm Beach on August 29, 1944, William 
Ames Bennett married Margaret Elizabeth (“Bettye”) 
Myers, daughter of Zed and Pearle Oliver Myers. A 
graduate of Palm Beach, High School, Mrs. Bennett 
also attended the Sullins School at Bristol, Tennessee, 
and before her marriage was a very talented ballet 
dancer. Mr, and Mrs. Bennett are the parents of five 
children: 

1. Lucy Lee, born November 20, 1945, now attending 
Central Junior High School, West Palm Beach. 

2. Zed Myers Bennett, born February 25, 1948. 

3. William (Bill) Ames Bennett, Jr., born August 
28, 1953. 

4. Margaret Elizabeth (“Monnie”), born May 7, 1956. 

5. Richard Lauchlin, born December 29, 1957. 

All the children were born in Palm Beach. 


JOHN ROY NORVELL 


The Sheriff of St, Lucie County, now in his second 
term in that office, has been in law enforcement since 
1938, when he joined the Fort Pierce Police Department 
as a patrolman. He raises cattle and quarter horses as a 
hobby and has a nice collection of rifles. 

John Roy Norvell was born in Henderson, North 
Carolina, August 15, 1900. His father, Hugh Ladd Nor- 
vell, was born in Mechlinburg County, Virginia, in 
1857, and died at Henderson, North Carolina, September 
6, 1920. His family had been slave owners in Virginia 
and he owned a plantation and fought in the Confed- 
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THE EAST COAST OF: FLORIDA 


erate Army. John Roy’s mother was Minnie Melvin 
Durham. She died in Henderson in 1958. 

John received his education in the public schools of 
his home town and at Horner College there, which he 
attended for four years, and then worked in a drug 
store in Henderson, He came to Jensen, Florida, in 
1924 and operated a filling station and tourist quarters 
there with the late W. G. Padrick, Sr. In 1928 he moved 
to Fort Pierce, and he and Mr, Padrick operated 
Padrick’s Tourist Court and Padrick’s Filling Station 
on the new highway U.S.I1., north of Fort Pierce, where 
Padrick Chevrolet is located today. 

Having joined the police force in 1938, Norvell was 
Assistant Chief in 1947 and for six years thereafter 
served as Acting Police Chief, Under Civil Service his 
rank was Captain, He resigned in 1952 to run for the 
office of Sheriff, to which he was elected, and was re- 
elected in 1956 for another four-year term. 

It was in 1938 that Mr, Norvell became interested in 
cattle and began keeping a herd on leased land, which 
he still does. His cattle are a commercial herd of a 
mixed Brahman type. He is a member of St. Lucie 
County Cattlemen’s Association and Florida Catlemen’s 
Association. 

Sheriff Norvell is a member of the National Sheriffs’ 
Association and the Florida Sheriffs’ Association, and 
is now director of the Boys Ranch maintained by the 
Florida Sheriffs’ Association at Live Oak. He is a mem- 
ber of Fort Pierce Kiwanis Club, Elks Lodge #1520, 
Moose Lodge of Fort Pierce, the Oddfellows of Fort 
Pierce, Masonic Lodge #87, Lake Worth Consistory and 
Mahi Temple Shrine at Miami. He is also a member of 
the First Baptist Church of Fort Pierce, in which his 
wife has taught Sunday School for about twenty-five 
years. 

At Newbern, North Carolina, on November 3, 1922, 
John Roy Norvell married Vivian Estelle Padrick, who 
was born at Kinston, North Carolina, Aligust 28, 1899. 
They have six children: 

1. Charles Lanie, born August 10, 1923, at Henderson, 
M.C. 

2. John R. Jr., born June 9, 1926 at Jensen, Florida. 

3. Ann, born February 25, 1932 at Ft. Pierce, Florida. 

3. Pat, born November 30, 1933 at Ft. Pierce. 

4. William Grayson, born April 25, 1936 at Ft. Pierce. 

6. Kathrine Joy, born January 20, 1943 at Ft, Pierce. 

His three sons all played football for St. Lucie County 
High School, from which they graduated, The oldest 
son, whose hobby is golf, is his Chief Deputy Sheriff. 


ERNEST “BEN” WALTON, JR. 


In the construction and real estate development busi- 
ness in Palm Beach since 1925, E. B, Walton, Inc., was 
established by E. B. Walton, Sr., who is still president 
of the firm. His son, E. Ben Jr., has been vice presi- 
dent since 1945. 

Born in Glens Falls, New York, July 31, 1920, Ernest 
Benjamin Walton, Jr. was brought to Florida as a 
young child. His mother was Julia Hall. He graduated 
from the Bolles School in Jacksonville in 1939 and 
attended Davidson College at Davidson, North Caro- 
lina, for two years, From 1941 to 1945 he served in the 
United States Army Air Corps in World War II. 

Upon his return to civilian life in 1945, he entered 
his father’s business as vice president of the firm. 
Since then he has had the management of the Con- 
struction and Property Management Division of E. B. 
Walton, Inc. He has under his direct management 45 


offices and a number of commercial properties. In the 
past eight years he has supervised the construction of 
seven motels, three office buildings, many fine resi- 
dences, store buildings, and a sizeable volume of re- 
pair work, The volume of construction work super- 
vised by him during this eight-year period runs into 
the millions, He also gperates and supervises three 
automobile parking lots. 

Mr. Walton is a member of the Association of Gen- 
eral Contractors. In civic work he is a member of the 
Rotary Club of Palm Beach, which he served as presi- 
dent in 1960-61; is secretary of the Palm Beach Play- 
ground Commission for the Town of Palm Beach; a 
member of the Finance Committee and a vestryman 
of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of West Palm Beach; 
and has been active in Boy Scout work for many 
years, His hobby is golf. 

He was married at West Palm Beach on October 29, 
1947, to Josephine McNeil, who was born in Southport, 
Connecticut, daughter of R, C. and Mildred (Hermann) 
McNeil. Mrs. Walton graduated from Palm Beach High 
School and from Randolph-Macon College, Lynchburg, 
Virginia, in the class of 1946. 

Mr. and Mrs; E. Ben Walton, Jr., are the parents of 
six children, all born in West Palm Beach: 

. Susan, born in October, 1948. 

. Josephine (“Dede”), born in July, 1950. 
. E. Ben III (Ben), born May 9, 1952. 

. Robert (Bob), born March 17, 1954. 

. Nancy, born January 23, 1957. 

. Stephen (Steve), born April 23, 1959. 


aQumr Whe 


WILLIAM P. WALTON 


Working with his father and older brother as a 
member of the construction firm of E. B. Walton, Inc., 
of Palm Beach, William P. Walton supervises the op- 
eration of a chain of motor lodges in Florida and two 
in North Carolina. 

Son of E, B. and Julia (Hall) Walton, he was born 
July 31, 1927, in Glens Falls, N.Y., and graduated from 
Palm Beach High School in 1945. After serving two 
years in the Navy he entered the University of Florida 
and was graduated in 1951 with a B.S. degree in 
Agricultural Engineering. 

During his childhood and youth his summers were 
spent at Glenburnie Club and Cottages on Lake 
George, New York, where his father owned and op- 
erated a summer hotel and resort. Here Bill Walton 
acquired his first knowledge of the hotel business. 

The first, original Mt. Vernon Motor Lodge was 
built by E. B. Walton, Inc, in 1941. While in high school 
and during the summer while aitending college, Bill 
worked as a bell boy, maintenance man, yard man, 
clerk and assistant manager of the Mt. Vernon Motor 
Lodge in West Palm Beach and Daytona, thus acquir- 
ing a thorough knowledge of the operational end of 
the motel business. 

From 1952 to 1954 he worked as sales trainee and 
field engineer with the Florida Ford Tractor Company 
of Jacksonville. In 1954 he joined his father’s firm as 
secretary. During the construction of the Howard 
Johnson Motor Lodge at Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
in 1954, Bill worked with the foreman on the job and 
after its completion took charge of the opening of the 
lodge and the training of the manager and staff, Since 
then he has supervised the operation of six motor 
lodges built by E. B. Walton, Inc., including one in 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Miami, the Howard Johnson Motor Lodge in Ocala, 
completed in 1957, the Jacksonville Howard Johnson 
Motor Lodge, which was opened in April of 1960, and 
the Heart of Palm Beach Motor Hotel, opened in Feb- 
ruary, 1961. 

Mr, Walton is now chairman of Howard Johnson’s 
National Motor Lodge Council, representing 112 motor 
lodges, and is past president of Florida Motel Associ- 
ation, representing 5,500 motels in Florida. He is also 
a member of the Advisory Board of the Florida Motel 
Association, Palm Beach County Chapter; a member 
of the American Motor Hotel Association, the National 
and Florida Hotel Association, the Hotel Sales Man- 
agement Association, and the Advisory Council of the 
Hotel and Restaurant Commission of the State of 
Florida, He was formerly a director of Superior Courts 
United. 

Active in the civic and social life of his community, 
he is on the Board of Directors of the Rotary Club and 
the Board of Directors of the YMCA; a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the American Legion, the Ma- 
sons and Elks, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of West 
Palm Beach, and is a Boy Scout leader. 

William P, Walton was married June 9, 1950, to La 
Rosa Vaughn, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, J. A. Vaughn. 
Mr. and Mrs, Walton are the parents of two children: 

1. William P. Walton, Jr. 

2. James Vaughn Walton. 


E. ELLIOTT GROSS 


The president of E. Elliott Gross and Associates, Inc., 
registered civil engineers.and land surveyors, has been 
successfully carrying on his own engineering business 
for the past twenty years in West Palm Beach. His 
family are among the oldest residents of that city, 
having moved there in 1890. 

Son of Edward Gross and Kate Elliott, he was born 
in Waterbury, Connecticut, August 2, 1904. His mother 
was born in Sheffield, England, on July 8, 1876, and 
died at West Palm Beach, His father, born in Elizabeth, 
New Jersey, is residing in West Palm Beach. An ac- 
countant, he is still practicing his profession and plays 
golf every day. Mrs. Gross, Elliott’; mother, was a 
Christian Science practitioner. 

E. Elliott Gross graduated from Palm Beach Central 
High School in the class of 1923 and attended the Uni- 
versity of Florida for two and a half years. From 1923 
to 1927 he was employed in the engineering department 
of the City of West Palm Beach, and from 1927 to 
1940, when he established his own firm, was associated 
with various engineering firms in West Palm Beach. 
He now serves as City Engineer of Pahokee, Florida. 

Mr. Gross is a member of the National Society of 
Professional Engineers, the Florida Engineering So- 
ciety, the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, the 
Kiwanis Club, Elks Lodge #1352, Moore Haven Lodge 
#61, F. and A.M., Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, Mahi 
Temple, and the Episcopal Church. He served in the 
National Guard from 1920 to 1928. Swimming is his 
favorite recreation. 

He was married in Jacksonville, Florida, August 2, 
1923, to Imogene Anthony, daughter of Mrs. Ida (Wind- 
ham) Anthony of Reynolds, Georgia. Mrs. Gross grad- 
uated from Reynolds High School in Georgia, from 
Georgia State College at Milledgeville with a B.A. 
degree, and earned an M.A, degree at Johns Hopkins 
University. Shc is now head of the science department 
of the Graham-Eckes School in Palm Beach and is a 


retired science professor from Palm Beach Junior Col- 
lege, where she taught science when the school was 
first organized, 

A daughter, Evelyn Elliott Gross, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs, Gross in West Palm Beach December 7, 1924. 
She graduated from Palm Beach High School and 
attended Goucher College at Baltimore, Maryland. On 
November 6, 1942, she rharried James D. Carlton of 
Cumberland, Maryland. Mr. Carlton is a graduate of 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, in the class of 
1948, with a B.E, degree. He served in the Army in 
World War II, from July 1942 to 1946, in the Chemical 
Warfare Service in the European theater; was promoted 
from private to captain, and awarded the Purple Heart 
and the Army Commendation Ribbon. He is now asso- 
ciated with Mr, Gross in the engineering business, and 
is Town Engineer of the Town of Juno and Lake 
Clarke Shores. He is a member of the National Society 
of Professional Engineers, the Florida Engineering So- 
ciety, and the West Palm Beach Rotary Club. Bowling 
and swimming are his hobbies. 

The Carltons have two children: 

1. Kathryn Gene, born in Baltimore, Maryland, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1944. She is now Mrs. Richard L, Porter. She 
and her husband live in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 

2. James Elliott Carlton, born in West Palm Beach 
October 1, 1947. 


EDGAR GLENN HAMILTON 


Trial lawyer of West Palm Beach, Edgar Glenn Ham- 
ilton has been practicing law in that city continuously 
since 1934, excepting his time in military service, His 
practice has taken him into more than half of the 
states in the Union and into a number of foreign coun- 
tries. Mr. Hamilton is prominent in legal circles in 
Florida and has been interested in and a part of almost 
every phase of Florida development. 

He was born in Abbeville, Wilcox County, Georgia, 
January 2, 1911, son of Dolphin Davis Hamilton, a 
native of Butler, Georgia, now retired, and Rachel 


- Elizabeth (Mauldin) Hamilton, who was born in Irwin- 


ville, Irwin County, Georgia, March 27, 1885, and died 
August 19, 1959. 

Edgar Hamilton attended elementary school in 
Abbeville, Georgia, graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1928, and received his legal education in law 
offices. He was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1934, 
the Florida District Courts in 1936, and the United 
States Supreme Court in 1937. He was attorney for the 
Town of Lake Park, Florida, and for ten years served 
as Special Counsel for the Commissioner of Revenue 
and as Associate to the Attorney General of Florida. 

A member of the Palm Beach County Bar, the Flor- 
ida Bar, the Federal Bar, and the American Bar As- 
sociation, he is Chairman of the Public Relations Com- 
mittee of the Palm Beach County Bar Association and 
a member of the Public Relations Committee of the 
Florida Bar Association. He is also on the Speakers 
Committee of the Florida Bar Association and is a 
lecturer on Trial Techniques and other subjects, 

His interest in other than legal affairs includes the 
developing of citrus groves, cattle ranches, farming, 
water control, land development and ramie. He is now 
president of the East Coast Land and Cattle Com- 
pany, Inc., and Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Pierce Florida Ramie, Inc. 

During World War II Mr. Hamilton served in the 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


United States Marine Corps Reserve from November 
11, 1942, to January 15, 1946. His political affiliation is 
Democratic, and he is a member of the Northwood 
Baptist Church and the Coral Beach Club of Palm 
Beach. 


In West Palm Beach on March 17, 1934, Edgar Glenn 
Hamilton married Iva Leone Carroll, who was born 
September 7, 1913, in Valparaiso, Porter County, In- 
diana. Her father, Delamere Northrup Carroll, was 
born in Door Village, Indiana, and died ten years ago 
at the age of 79. Her mother, Gertrude Belle Carroll, 
was born in Indiana September 6, 1888. 

Mr. and Mrs, Hamilton are the parents of two sons 
and, at the present time, two grandsons, They are: 


1. David Jan Hamilton, born in West Palm Beach 
September 21, 1936. He graduated from Palm Beach 
High School, attended Stetson University, and is now 
plantation foreman at Pierce Florida Ramie, Inc, His 
son, Edgar Jan Hamilton, was born October 16, 1956, 
in Ocala, Florida. 


2. Glenn Chrystie Hamilton, born December 7, 1939, 
in West Palm Beach, He graduated from Palm Beach 
High School and Palm Beach Junior College. Glenn 


Chrystie, Jr., was born in West Palm Beach March 1, 
1958. 


VINCENT J. O?HARA, JR. 


Since it is true that, from time immemorial, wines 
and liquors have been considered an essential part of 
gracious living, it is not unfitting that the fine homes 
of Palm Beach should have a source of supply in their 
vicinity. Filling such a need is the establishment of 
Vincent J. O’Hara, who came to Palm Beach in 1944 
and opened his store there on July Ist of that year, 
Since the retirement of his father in 1955, Vincent J. 
O’Hara, Jr. has continued its operation, 


Son of Vincent J., Sr. and Beatrice A. (Houlihan) 
O’Hara, he was born in Binghamton, New York, on 
July 6, 1922. He attended the Union Endicott High 
School in Endicott, New York, the Vestal Central 
School in Vestal, New York, and Niagara University 
at Niagara Falls, New York, from which he was grad- 
uated in the class of 1944. Meanwhile, from 1942 to 
1945, he served as a radar instructor in the United 
States Army with the rank of corporal, After the ter- 
mination of World War II he joined his father in busi- 
ness in Palm Beach. 


Mr. O’Hara is treasurer of the Palm Beach Rotary 
Club for 1960-61, a member of the Islanders Club, the 
Knights of Columbus, and St, Edward’s Catholic 
Church. 


At Vestal, New York, on February 14, 1942, he mar- 
ried Marjorie McWilliams of that town, daughter of 
William and Genevieve (Carrigg) McWilliams, She 
also is a graduate of Union Endicott High School of 
Endicott, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. O’Hara are the parents of seven chil- 
dren, the oldest born in Binghamton, New York, the 
other six in West Palm Beach. They are: 


. Judith Margaret. 
. Susan Joyce. 

. Diane Mary 

. Vincent J., III 

. Timothy John. 

. Michael Patrick 
. Kevin William 


Nourwnr 


ROBERT LEE EARNEST 


Robert Lee Earnest has practiced law continuously 
in his office on the seventh floor of the Guaranty 
Building, West Palm Beach, since 1924. Mr. Earnest. 
who was chosen as the outstanding citizen of West 
Palm Beach for the year 1932, comes from old Florida 
stock. His grandfather, Edward Earnest, settled in 
Kissimmee in 1867, and his mother’s father settled in 
Naples in 1885. 

He was born in Punta Gorda, Florida, June 9, 1898, 
son of R. L. Earnest and Leonora Gertrude (Ehney) 
Earnest. His mother died October 28, 1926; his father 
on October 2, 1927, R. L, Earnest was a merchant in 
West Palm Beach, where he moved with his family in 
1921. 

Robert Lee Earnest graduated from Putnam High 
School, Palatka, in 1915, attended Stetson University 
in 1915-16, received a Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of Florida in 1922 and a Juris Doctor de- 
gree in 1924, He was president of the student body in 
1923-24, first president of the Florida Blue Key (1923- 
24), a member of Pi Kappa Alpha social fraternity, 
Phi Kappa Phi honorary scholastic fraternity, Phi 
Delta Phi legal fraternity, Alpha Phi Epsilon, and the 
Literary and Debating Society of the University of 
Florida. 

Admitted to practice law in Florida May 28 1924, 
he has carried on a general practice since then and is 
now senior member of the law firm of Earnest, Pruitt, 
Newell and Schulle. From November 1, 1929, to No- 
vember 1, 1945, he served as United States Commis- 
sioner, and since 1950 has served continuously as chair- 
man of the Draft Board. He is a member of the Amer- 
ican, the Florida State, and the Palm Beach County Bar 
Associations, past vice president of the latter, and is 
also a member and past vice president of the Inter- 
national Association of Insurance Counsels. 

Mr. Earnest served as a lieutenant in the Infantry 
of the United States Army in World War I and is a 
member of the American Legion Post #12 of West 
Palm Beach; also a member of Elks Lodge #1352, the 
West Palm Beach Kiwanis Club, the Tuscawilla Club, 
the Tequesta Country Club, and the Baptist Church. 

He was married in Smithfield, North Carolina, June 
9, 1927, to Lucy Virginia Turnage, daughter of Bert 
and Lula (Talton) Turnage, Mrs. Earnest was born in 
Smithfield, North Carolina, and graduated from Oxford 
College, Oxford, North Carolina, A daughter and a 


son were born to Mr. and Mrs. Earnest in West Palm 
Beach. 


Virginia Allen Earnest, born January 27, 1929, at- 
tended Stuart Hall, a preparatory school for girls at 
Staunton, Virginia, Brenau College at Gainesville, 
Georgia, and the University of Florida, from which 
she graduated with a B.A. degree in 1951. On June 5, 
1953, she married William H. Pruitt, a law partner of 
her father. He had his pre-law education at the Uni- 
versity of Florida and received his LL.B. degree from 
the University of Miami, He served in the United 
States Marine Corps in the Korean War and is at 
present a captain in the Marine Reserve. Mr. and 
Mrs. Pruitt have two children: William Earnest Pruitt, 
born in September 1954, and Virginia Lucy, born in 
December 1957. 

Robert Lee Earnest, III, was born September 14, 
1934, graduated from Palm Beach High School, attend- 
ed the University of Florida three years, and is now 
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THE EAST COAST OF:FLORIDA 


with Pratt and Whitney Aircraft. He married Ann 
Taylor of Lake Worth on March 7, 1959, and they have 
a son, Robert Lee Earnest, IV, born January 15, 1960. 


ROBERT H. FIELD 


After twenty-seven years with Montgomery Ward 
Company in various managerial positions all over the 
country, Robert H. Field came to West Palm Beach, 
Florida, to settle down, and purchased the Grant Fur- 
niture Company, one of the largest and finest firms of 
its kind in the State of Florida. He is Chairman of the 
Board of this firm and of the Field Investment Cor- 
poration of Palm Beach Shores, and a member of the 
Board of Palm Beach Apartments, Inc., Palm Beach 
Shores. 

Born in Columbus, Ohio, December 25, 1903, he is a 
son of Dennis and Emma (Seick) Field, both natives 
of Ohio. His father, who died in 1947, was employed 
by the Pennsylvania Railroad in its Communication 
Division over a period of forty-seven years, His mother 
died in 1952. 

Robert Field graduated from Grandview High School, 
Columbus, Ohio, in 1918 and attended Ohio State Uni- 
versity for three years, From 1922 to 1924 he served 
as secretary to the Superintendent of the Dining Car 
Department of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and from 
1924 to 1927 as secretary to the Superintendent of 
Freight of the Hocking Valley Railroad. From 1927 to 
1928 he was with S. S. Kresge Company at Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, as a trainee. 

His long association with Montgomery Ward Com- 
pany began in 1928 as a trainee. During that year he 
lived in Zanesville, Ohio, Elkhart Indiana, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, and Chariton, Iowa. In 1929 he was appoint- 
ed Store Manager at Lebanon, Indiana; in 1933, made 
Manager at Burlington, Iowa; in 1935, Manager at 
Clinton, Iowa; in 1936, Manager at LaCrosse, Wiscon- 
sin; 1937, Assistant District Manager at Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota; 1938, District Manager at Grand Island, 
Nebraska; 1939, District Manager at St. Paul, Minne- 
sota; 1940, Regional Operating Manager for the North- 
west Region; 1941, Regional Personnel Manager with 
headquarters in New York City; 1943, Retail Sales 
Manager at the New York buying office; 1946, Regional 
Manager of the Southwest Territory, and moved to 
Kansas City; 1951, moved to New York City as East 
Coast Regional Manager. After four years in this last 
named position he resigned from the Montgomery Ward 
Company and came to Florida, only to begin a new 
career. 


Mr, Field is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Florida Retail Furniture Dealers Association and 
the Board of Directors of the Retail Merchants Divi- 
sion of Palm Beach County; a member of West Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, the Optimist Club, 
North Palm Beach Country Club, and the White Tem- 
ple Christian Church. 

He was married in Covington, Kentucky, in Sep- 
tember of 1921, to Margaret Higbee, daughter of 
Charles E, Higbee and Maude Major of Chicago. Mrs. 
Field is a graduate of Lebanon High School, Lebanon, 
Indiana, and of Butler University of Indianapolis, In- 
diana. A daughter, Margaret (Peggy) Jayne Field, born 
in Lebanon, Indiana, in September 1922, graduated 
from Summit High School at Summit, New Jersey, at- 
tended Cedarcrest School for Girls at Allentown, Penn- 
sylvania, and graduated from the University of Mis- 


souri. She married Charles R. Willits of Kansas City, 
Missouri, who also is a graduate of the University of 
Missouri. He served as a Navy Pilot in World War II. 
They have four children: Robert, Susan, Richard, and 
Lyle. 


P. CARLTON LISSENDEN 


The founder and president of P. C, Lissenden Com- 
pany, Inc., General Contractors, West Palm Beach, 
comes from a family of shipbuilders and in his youth 
became a full fledged shipwright. He was engaged in 
the construction business for seventeen years before 
coming to Florida in 1940. 

Born in Mariner’s Harbor, New York, January 23, 
1898, P. Carlton Lissenden is a son of Jesse H. and 
Mary Catherine (Mott) Lissenden, both of whom were 
born on Staten Island, New York. His mother died 
in 1933; his father in 1938. The father and his ancestors 
spent most of their lives in the shipbuilding industry. 

P. C. Lissenden graduated from Curtis High School, 
New York City, in 1915, After serving as a landsman 
in the quartermaster department of the Navy in World 
War I, honorably discharged in March 1919, he at- 
tended the Stevens Institute of Technology at Hoboken, 
New Jersey, for two years. As a young man he worked 
at various occupations, He was a clerk for Muller 
Schall Company, brokers in New York, and for Guar- 
anty Trust Company, New York. His apprenticeship 
in the shipwright trade he served at Brewer Dry Dock 
Company, New York, and obtained a journeyman’s 
rating. 

In 1923-24 he worked with the Lehigh Valley Rail- 
way survey crew in the construction of the railway’s 
ore terminal at Jersey City harbor. At that time he 
became associated with Elliot C, Brown, Engineer and 
Contractor, New York City, as general superintendent 
of construction, and remained with that concern until 
he came to Florida in 1940. 

In November of 1940 Mr. Lissenden came to West 
Palm Beach to take charge of the original construction 
of Morrison Field air base for Cleary Brothers Con- 
struction Company and Watt and Sinclair Company. 
In July 1941 he became general superintendent for 
Cleary Brothers Construction Company in the con- 
struction of Hendrick’s Field at Sebring. Following 
that job he took part in the construction of Camp 
Murphy at Jupiter and was general superintendent for 
the construction of the Boca Raton air field, still work- 
ing with Cleary Brothers. 

In October 1941 he organized his own firm of gen- 
eral contractors, which was incorporated in 1946, The 
following is a partial list of outstanding jobs that P. C. 
Lissenden Company has handled: 

. Carlton Hotel, Palm Beach. 

. Palm Beach Crippled Children’s Society Building. 
. Palm Beach Private School Auditorium. 

. First Baptist Church of Fort Myers, Florida. 

. Walgreen’s Drug Store, West Palm Beach. 

. Surf Theater, West Palm Beach. 

. Riviera Theater, Riviera Beach. 

. Remodeling Palm Beach County Court House. 

During World War II Mr. Lissenden did construc- 
tion work for the United States Government all over 
South Florida. In 1952 he was president of the Florida 
East Coast Chapter of the Association of General Con- 
tractors of America. He was president of the West 
Palm Beach Rotary Club in 1956-57 and is a member 
of the West Palm Beach and Jupiter Chambers of 


eSNounhkwnwry 


[138] 













r.? 


ieee role 


8 


" Brea or ; 


- ie seabndse - Ei ; kia a alae oT: 
gow hates dexaqut) watt, Sere 
druay: van ta ~s avabt aisaicts tO" ine ast Wor 
et beyayod yilw os nedatcw't ithe inabalh (Seah yinignod 
sacked: eta 1 & a ietiairtesue orld 
Of nl abiialh. oF wale 
‘cree ayant. ib all 


tates 
99ers 


whe . dro Woe 


eS we 
lose ER geask 40 nod «2 MebeeeR wos.) eees 
stow trkefiv. To stad \qbae wud Silber ds ke ea vit 
wih wittiver ah ws wv Jornal aS9ie “to srea 
“eqnb@th Ca Adit Leste niki tal aye Bret fat) oe it -EPOL of 
teeth) Raibinndty eat sit mie i5c4 Wo lamin tesege 
io a tty 4 aren) ror Wau eke a Latent oti > SE 
udtebeh allt fitbene AA: TEL Abit sGoy york 
btso4F el) avi uaa aetanatiicap oad at 
~9¢ ar Cres Aoi 44 sy rdtvelb wiviirraie) Lv e) 
oe hicks Gola dtenT to otasReal ane pate ocd bere 


f y 
OWS IY  Ceiat we A 


Sdaihad Qt cbr Buuey wey crs? 


1 iitgt ‘I ym. tiel> a t he serisal » wif TeRV 1A 
-tGtre Mt no b: M4 Wot . f i} 19 het , eng 2 , srigee 
re gopasiaue etl ghhod ov venegqnii’ test wae 
OG AE seer ta heise of aban? jdarwwgide sa) ot 
2 SIN OF bagiahte Bow shod wet: eae 
icudus 

-Hatt \e-? ¥ thuttiss % | iv 6 Poe Lbs F wt PS Lae! ‘d 
ewaveliat oct % ‘iitouenmos off al WRI Vere yor 
of) peal sede 24: oetind «HO raerel jd) Waka 31 
bus "eV peal! A gwvorts 2 soit tk {iw bt dG4 QA vite? } 


prieleetiimedus leita et ,\o Y dinY welt iolsertia 
lune teeeied tee 4iidy Sendhiows: ena cons wanted. m 
OEE ny abit V4an oriee ot 
jao¥e oy ~rone uobooet aM ORS: te satawyon nf 
neifoiuiisites teaigite a) u woighs ener gl ey Datlias | 
-ist) croton yhhlD tw) d tia’ fiers eiviolh 16 
ayaa) tee jie bie Hell bee -7he oak. hotae 
yl seolurstrsess, igzend seieged orl RE git ni 


ase OFF Wu ‘leg ). Mouctuleney) avandia pret. 


pablo gnttys ge Mors evordniait Is. vote 
qx) to! searcisiosos ait ri F64 43). Sel Got 3408 
16) Waonetetiotws lotacm. zoo bre 193i Wh de “etree 
-ow Wie bie8 we fOelGl go0E ‘or to tolPards ahs ee ité 

' srorhovd werent yth eae 


“1 lo rect ior ail boxt ie o ye LOC ude 4530) “a 


+% tad et! ane yolony Shue to uae ivthgec ° as 


oe bata ms van yeeqmad sabpenid 
ny Haas ith, loot noted” T 


syebliedt vinian® FAG ALAD. holga) CoatG cube S 
npyotiv dh loon iar htt dopa ‘ty, : 


—SBSPT petogieew to druid ata, 


ae or — Laan ae et area 


peal ve ah Dae oe mer 













Vlog opi paw tiottelyp ves > Leia, 


ivelict 


Weg pied 


Kone nig 
10% se al 
So anna fest 
oft leo anid 
“rt ies 


rect re al a 


& ata OOD pear ‘sith ee 
eaviden died biwit (ainis®) ‘pint bite 
beyokpme enw Teel ni bob orfw godin ail. 
aotlesinurenod ett at bearish aineyi . 
sueltiinss eth eine y novee- “chal to boined gy 


atk, dt weivbaet) matt bathuboig plate red 
iat} ne mitt by sera brs 88k mi oidO audmusles 
baveee ot BST op SSQi- mol ayesy ooudd sot or 
wo  puinitl oi} to pre ints Poe erly of yistote28 
nowt bra beoilial slianehyennsl oct to inamptaqo0 
idl wotueineeed ed? of Cubstove as TEL OP ian 
‘CG! qovt jewish volls¥ yatyooH acd) to id 
mveW Pitts ynagimdS spew & P iw vow ad & 
sothert Bee 
oo? bicW vaeawgieo dliw motiaivoss gaol ih 
ot spay tart yethwu onion? « a8 BSOt am aeyed eTA 
oostrocts? apwbal dad ifO alivescsS at | 
-% “ig 5 enw ait 8EL ol owol nothedD hoa, 
char BLGC ma cemtbed .conndal ta somanehe phe 
‘> “Legos Beer ci :awol voolyaihwe te 
fap Wo Ty Pe ul -tn yen BEAL otk jawol., . “mn 
ete 11018 ic youere4 sobietl innpater A TERT 
Anwled teD te voyers! M tobveiG Sat pera 
~ocunhe ive 72 yn royal PorrieiCl COL ia: 
vito odp tot tegenaM gaeregO intoryot inf sto 
Ativer anon jancoriet lectotyoll LPL; i 
ustet) Tete ERE 59 tot woh at. a 
‘ae Bbes oposite yn oY wet ont Me 
of hsworm foe redial reswrio® ony 
trad an wi droY walt of bevomn Jeb jvit 
v3 iS Gi axery wot witA nopeceab 
re aka ‘vfit mort banging: vd panei 
a 6 Iito ebioft, of sito bee, se 
aed 


+ sate a 


“i! Ae wa 2 ‘0 lintel sale 
mint sea Vo s94 a xinue 
wai ee a! =e fe 

soot oii A atone 

















































BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Commerce. He has been a trustee of the First Presby- 
terian Church for nine years, and is a member of 
Sigma Nu fraternity, Boating is his recreation. 

Mr. Lissenden was married at Naples, New York, 
on December 27, 1924, to Augusta Tyler, daughter of 
Charles M. and Mary (Luther) Tyler. Mrs. Lissenden 
graduated from Naples High School, attended the New 
England Conservatory of Music at Boston, and grad- 
uated from the Juilliard School of Music, New York. 
She was employed as Director of Music in the schools 
of Lafayette, Alabama, for two years; in Scarsdale, 
New York, for two years; and in New York City for 
three years, 

Mr. and Mrs. Lissenden are the parents of two chil- 
dren. 

1. John Carlton Lissenden, born March 27, 1926, at 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, graduated from Palm 
Beach High School in 1944 and from the University of 
Florida in 1950 with the degree of Mechanical Engi- 
neer. He served in the Army in World War II as a 
Technician 4th Class, from 1944 to 1946, in the Pacific 
theater, He is now associated with his father in busi- 
ness as assistant secretary of the firm. 

On September 25, 1955, at Avondale Estates, Georgia, 
he married Billie Lewis Lyons, daughter of E. M. and 
Maye (Allen) Lewis, She is a graduate of Edison High 
School, Miami. Mr, and Mrs. J. C. Lissenden have 
three daughters: Diane, Dona, and Kathy. 

2. Mary Lou Lissenden, born November 16, 1929, at 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, graduated from Palm 
Beach High School in 1947 and from Smith College, 
Northampton, Massachusetts, in 1951 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree, Before her marriage she devoted her 
time to Girl Scout Administration. 

On September 5, 1952, she married Oliver L. Young, 
Jr., of West Palm Beach. Mr. Young is a graduate of 
Riverside Military Academy, Jacksonville, and attend- 
ed Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, and the Uni- 
versity of Florida. During the second World War he 
served in the Military Police in the Mediterranean 
theater. 

Mr, and Mrs. Young have three children: 

1. Margaret Susan, born March 22, 1954. 

2. Carlton Earl, born December 15, 1956. 

3. John David, born September 16, 1957. 

Margaret Susan and John David were born in High- 
lands, North Carolina, where the family resides. Carl- 
ton Earl was born in West Palm Beach, Florida. 


CLIFFORD JESSE LISSENDEN 


Like his brother Carlton, Clifford Jesse Lissenden, 
secretary-treasurer of P. C, Lissenden Company, Inc., 
had considerable experience in construction work be- 
fore coming to Florida, including twelve years at the 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyards, where he was head 
Naval architect. 

He was born at Mariner’s Harbor, Staten Island, New 
York, on October 25, 1905, son of Jesse H. Lissenden 
and Mary Catherine Mott. He graduated from Curtis 
High School in 1922, from the Webb Institute of Naval 
Architecture, New York, in 1926, and from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan in 1928 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Mechanical Engineering, For the next three 
years he was assistant construction superintendent for 
Elliot C. Brown Company, New York, and from 1931 
to 1933 was construction superintendent for Oliver 
Brothers Construction Company of Oyster Bay, New 


York. His connection with the Bureau of Ships at 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyards, where he held various 
engineering positions and was head Naval architect, 
began in 1934 and continued until 1946. In September 
of 1946 he came to West Palm Beach and entered his 
brother’s contracting business. 

He is a member of the Society of Naval Architects 
and Marine Engineers, the Florida Engineering So- 
ciety, the Exchange Club of West Palm Beach, and the 
First Presbyterian Church of West Palm Beach. Swim- 
ming and boating are his favorite recreations, 

On June 29, 1929, he married Nellie E, Warren of 
Staten Island, New York, daughter of James W. and 
Nellie (Musselman) Warren. She is a graduate of Curtis 
High School, New York, Maxwell Training School for 
Teachers, New York City, and the Appalachian State 
Teachers College at Boone, North Carolina, where she 
received a Bachelor’s degree in Education in 1959. Mrs. 
Lissenden now teaches in the West Palm Beach City 
school system. 

Mr, and Mrs. C. J, Lissenden are the parents of four 
children: 

1. Janice Bothwell Lissenden, born May 22, 1930, at 
Syosset, Long Island, New York, graduated from Wood- 
bury High School, New Jersey, and Bucknell Uni- 
versity, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. She married Raymond J. Impara of 
Yonkers, New York, and they have two children: 
James Vincent, born in 1956, and Peter Clifford, born 
in 1958. 

2. Clifford Jesse Lissenden, Jr., born May 10, 1935, 
at Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, graduated from Palm 
Beach High School and from the University of Florida 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical En- 
gineering, and is now with Allis Chalmers Corporation 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. On February 6, 1960, he 
married Barbara Haugh of West Palm Beach, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs, Charles Haugh. 

3. James Warren Lissenden, born June 20, 1939, at 
Woodbury, New Jersey, graduated from Palm Beach 
High School, Palm Beach Junior College, and is now 
attending the Wharton School of Finance of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, 

4. Laurel Anne, born July 19, 1940, at Woodbury, New 
Jersey, graduated from Palm Beach High School and 
is now attending the College Conservatory of Music 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. She married Thomas J. Widlar of 
Cleveland, Ohio, on April 9, 1960. 


GILES ANTHONY PRENDERGAST 


The President of Grant Furniture Company of West 
Palm Beach, Giles Anthony Prendergast, served his 
apprenticeship in the merchandising of furniture in 
Chicago, starting at the age of eighteen. Subsequently 
he was with Montgomery Ward Company in many 
locations across the country for a period of seventeen 
years. In 1955, in association with Mr. Robert H. Field, 
he purchased the Grant Furniture Store and has been 
President of the company since then, Mr. Prendergast 
has been active in the civic affairs of his community, 
here and elsewhere. 

He was born July 30, 1906, on the family farm in 
Streeter, Illinois, where his ancestors on both sides of 
the family had settled, His mother, Elizabeth Cane 
Prendergast, now eighty-four, is living in Chicago 
with her daughter, Mrs. Frank Quillan. His father, 
Richard G. Prendergast, died in 1944. He was a farmer 
in his earlier years and later ran a Pop manufacturing 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


business in Streeter, Illinois, under the name of Marilla 
Spring Water and Pop Company. 

Giles Anthony Prendergast graduated from Rock 
Island High School in 1924 and began serving his ap- 
prenticeship in the furniture business in Chicago. Five 
years later, in 1929, he became Manager of the Aurora, 
Illinois, branch store of Hartman Furniture Company, 
and remained there until 1933, when he resigned to 
accept a position with Montgomery Ward Company. 
After a short training period he was assigned as Man- 
ager of the branch store at Valley City, North Dakota; 
later promoted to Manager at Mason City and Des 
Moines, Iowa. In 1938 he was made District Manager 
for Montgomery Ward in the St. Paul District, cover- 
ing Minnesota, Wisconsin, and the upper peninsula of 
Michigan, In 1945 he was appointed Assistant Regional 
Manager for the New York Region in charge of mer- 
chandise, with headquarters at New York City. In 
1947 he became General Personnel Manager at New 
York, and finally General Manager of the New York 
City store, He resigned from the Montgomery Ward 
Company in 1950 to become President of the Grand 
Leader Department Store at Fort Wayne, Indiana, and 
remained there until he came to Florida in 1955 and 
joined Mr. Field in purchasing the Grant Furniture 
Company. 

Mr, Prendergast is a member of the West Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and Kiwanis Club; pres- 
ident of the 1961 Community Chest and chairman of 
the Community Chest Drive for 1960. In Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, he was president of the Downtown Merchants 
Association and a member of the lay board of St. 
Joseph’s Hospital. He is a member of St. Juliana Cath- 
olic Church in West Palm Beach. Golf is his hobby. 

Mr, Prendergast was married in Chicago October 6, 
1928, to Mildred Fisher, daughter of William and Mary 
Frye Fisher. She received her education through high 
school in the public schools of Chicago, Mr. and Mrs. 
Prendergast are the parents of two daughters and a 
son. 

1, Mary Ann Prendergast, born in Aurora, Illinois, 
February 22, 1931, graduated from Oak Knoll Academy, 
Summit, New Jersey; attended Hofstra College, Long 
Island, New York, and the College of St. Theresa at 
Winona, Minnesota. She is a graduate X-Ray techni- 
cian, Mary Ann married Gervais Herman in 1954 at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and they have three children: 


_ Stephen, Sandra, and Judith. 


2. Richard Prendergast, born in Des Moines, Iowa, 
November 22, 1934, graduated from Central Catholic 
High School at Fort Wayne and from the University 
of Indiana in 1955 with a degree in Business Admin- 
istration, He is a member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity. 
He served his training period at Marshall Fields de- 
partment store in Chicago and became associated with 
the Grant Furniture Company in 1958. As a part of his 
training, he attended the Art Institute in Chicago, 
taking a course in Interior Decorating, Richard married 
Sophie Regas in Chicago. She also is a graduate of the 
University of Indiana, They have a son, Michael, born 
in West Palm Beach. 

3. Paula Prendergast, born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
July 8, 1943, has been attending St. Ann’s High School 
in West Palm Beach. 


SAMUEL D. PHILLIPS, JR. 


A partner in the law firm of Phillips and Hathaway, 
Samuel D. Phillips, Jr., has been successfully conduct- 


ing a general practice of law in West Palm Beach 
since 1948, His father, Samuel D., Sr., is a realtor and 
builder in Lake Worth, where he brought his family 
from Ohio in 1924. Sam Jr.’s mother, the former 
Blanche Harris, died in 1936 and is buried in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 

Sam Phillips, Jr. was bprn in Akron, Ohio, May 8, 
1920. He graduated from Lake Worth High School in 
1937, attended Palm Beach Junior College in 1939-40, 
and finally, after his military service, graduated from 
the University of Florida in 1948 with a Bachelor of 
Arts and a Bachelor of Law degree. He was admitted 
to the practice of law in the state of Florida the same 
year. From 1943 to 1946 he served in the Army Air 
Forces in Europe and America, with the rank of Cap- 
tain on leaving the service. 

Mr. Phillips is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation, the Florida Bar, and the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association; past president of the Lake Worth 
Exchange Club, a member of American Legion Post 
#12 and of the Methodist Church. He finds relaxation 
in a variety of sports. 

In West Palm Beach on September 15, 1951, Samuel 
D. Phillips, Jr. married Lois Garland of West Palm 
Beach, daughter of Perry and Billie (Jennison) Gar- 
land. She graduated from Palm Beach High School 
and attended Stetson University. Sam and Lois Phil- 
lips are the parents of two daughters, born in West 
Palm Beach: Caroline, on June 17, 1957; Patricia, on 
May 29, 1959. 


EDWARD C, PETERS 


The former owner, president and treasurer of E. C. 
Peters, Inc, of West Palm Beach, manufacturers of 
reconstructed and ornamental stone and stone prod- 
ucts, has been with this business (formerly Mizner 
Products, Inc.) since he came to Florida in 1925. 

Edward C, Peters was born February 19, 1902, at 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, Massachusetts, son of Albert 
E. and Mary A. (Goodwin) Peters. His mother died in 
1948. His father, a former gardener, long retired, is 
living in West Palm Beach. 

Edward attended public school in Manchester-by- 
the-Sea and graduated from Burnett’s Business Col- 
lege, Lynn, Massachusetts, in 1919. For the next five 
years he was a clerk for a Boston stockbroker, Tucker 
Anthony and Son. 

Coming to West Palm Beach in 1925, he was em- 
ployed by Mizner Products, Inc. as plant manager and 
later became treasurer of the firm, In 1945 he pur- 
chased the interests of this company and changed the 
name to E. C. Peters, Inc. 

On July 1, 1960, the company was sold to Hubert 
String but continues to operate under the name of 
E. C. Peters, Inc. Mr. Peters is vice-president of the 
newly organized firm, which employs about forty 
people. 

He is a member of the Associated General Contrac- 
tors of America; the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce, Florida State Chamber of Commerce, Palm 
Beach County and West Palm Beach Chambers of 
Commerce. He is a charter member and a member of 
the board of directors of the West Palm Beach South 
Rotary Club; a member of Elks Lodge #1352, the Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, and United Commercial 
Travelers of West Palm Beach. Amateur photography 
is his hobby. 
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Mr. Peters was married in Beverly, Massachusetts, 
June 24, 1925, to Ruth Scott, daugher of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Scott, and a graduate of the public schools of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea. Mr. and Mrs, Peters have a 
daughter and two grandchildren. Their daughter, Vir- 
ginia Arnold (Peters) McNair, was born in West Palm 
Beach November 15, 1926. She graduated from Palm 
Beach High School in 1944, from Palm Beach Junior 
College in 1946, and married David McNair of West 
Palm Beach in October 1953. Mr. McNair served in the 
Army Air Force in World War II as a Flight Officer 
and pilot of a B-29, The two children of Virginia and 
David McNair are: Robert Andrew, born March 19, 
1949, in Fort Lauderdale; Judy Beth, born February 
24, 1955, in Palm Beach, Florida. 


ROBERT H. ZIMMER 


The president and general manager of Zimmer Ad- 
vertising, Inc. of West Palm Beach, Robert H. Zimmer, 
is a go-getter type of young man with an unusual 
record of awards for activities of a public service 
nature. 

Born in Lakewood, Ohio, August 2, 1928, he is the 
son of a retired advertising executive, John A. Zim- 
mer, and his wife, Adelia (Hermann) Zimmer. 

Bob Zimmer graduated from Lakewood High School 
in the class of 1946 and from Yale University with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1950, During his first six 
years out of college he was treasurer of Central Out- 
door Advertising Company, Inc. of Cleveland, Ohio. 
He came to West Palm Beach in 1956 and established 
Zimmer Advertising, Inc., which has been the medium 
of much of his public service. 

A member of the Florida State and West Palm 
Beach Senior and Junior Chambers of Commerce, he 
received the Certificate of Accomplishment from the 
Junior Chamber in October 1959 and was its Jaycee 
of the Month for February, 1950, He also received the 
Award of the Year from the United States Junior 
Chamber of Commerce in April 1960, In addition he 
has received certificates of achievement in recognition 
of outstanding services from the United States Army 
Recruiting Service, the United States Marine Corps, 
and the Florida National Guard; and his advertising 
company received an award and citation of merit from 
the Muscular Dystrophy Association of America, Inc. 

Mr. Zimmer is a member of the Advertising Federa- 
tion of America, the Palm Beach County Resources and 
Development Board, the West Palm Beach Kiwanis 
Club, and is a director of the Y.M.C.A, and Community 
Chest of West Palm Beach. He is of the Lutheran 
faith, and as yet unmarried. 


JAMES T. WADSWORTH 


Operating an insurance agency in West Palm Beach 
since 1951 and a real estate brokerage since 1954, James 
T. Wadsworth first came to Florida in 1947, visiting 
his mother-in-law in Hollywood, and was so favorably 
impressed by the state that he sold his real estate in- 
terests in Connecticut and moved to Florida. 

Mr, Wadsworth was born in the Bronx, New York 
City, June 10, 1909, son of Eugene M., an interior 
decorator, who died in 1920, and Laura Ann (Archer) 
Wadsworth, who died in September 1953. He grad- 
uated from Richmond Hill High School, Long Island, 
New York, in 1926. From 1927 to 1931 he was a runner 
on Wall Street, a stock board operator for C, L. Man- 


son, Inc., and was with Chase National Bank. During 
the depression, from 1931 to 1936, he worked on vari- 
ous jobs, such as home maintenance and repairs, paint- 
ing and decorating—anything to make an honest living 
during that difficult period. 

In 1936 he moved to Clinton, Connecticut, and 
worked for Pond’s, the cgsmetic company, in various 
capacities, including manufacturing chemist. In 1940 
he moved to Glastonbury, Connecticut, where he was 
employed by Pratt and Whitney, serving as a super- 
visor and group leader in the manufacturing division 
and later transferred to the experimental department 
with a specialist’s rating in hand and bench operations. 

While working for Pratt and Whitney Mr. Wadsworth 
made his start in the real estate business in East Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, as a side line, and in 1944 resigned 
from the company to become a full time real estate 
broker. As already mentioned, after his visit to Hol- 
lywood, Florida, in 1947 he sold his business in Connect- 
icut and moved to Hollywood, where he passed the 
examination and met other requirements to operate as 
a real estate salesman and general insurance agent. 

In 1951 he sold his Hollywood interests and moved 
to West Palm Beach to establish an insurance agency 
there, at the same time operating in the real estate 
field as sales manager for Ross Consruction Company, 
Belvedere Homes Subdivision, and sold several hun- 
dred homes for that development. Sales management 
for other builders followed and eventually, in 1954, he 
established his own private business as a realtor and 
general insurance agent. Mrs. Wadsworth is also a li- 
censed insurance agent, including life, health and acci- 
dent insurance, The Wadsworths have been district 
managers for the North American Assurance Society 
of Richmond, Virginia. 

Mr, Wadsworth is a member of the Florida and West 
Palm Beach Real Estate Boards, a charter member of 
the Independent Mutual Insurance Association, and a 
member of the Florida Association of Mutual Insur- 
ance Agents. He belongs to the Elks, the Loyal Order 
of Moose, and St. Juliana’s Catholic Church of West 
Palm Beach. 

On July 7, 1937, in the Bronx, New York, James T. 
Wadsworth married Elizabeth A. Donohoe, daughter 
of Walter and Mary (Sheehan) Donohoe. They have 
three sons: 

1. James T. Wadsworth, Jr., born in Clinton, Con- 
necticut, May 12, 1938, He graduated from St. Ann’s 
High School, West Palm Beach, attended Palm Beach 
Junior College, and served in the United States Marine 
Corps Reserve, He is a licensed electrician, plumber 
and general contractor and is engaged in the general 
contracting business in Palm Beach County. He married 
Joyce Benton of West Palm Beach, a graduate of Palm 
Beach High School, and they have a daughter, Laura 
Lee, born June 27, 1959. ; 

2. Walter Emory Wadsworth, born in Hartford, Con- 
necticut, September 17, 1941. He graduated from St. 
Ann’s High School and attended Palm Beach Junior 
College, interrupted by his enlistment in the Marine 
Corps Reserve Training Program at Parris Island, from 
which he graduated April 22, 1960. After another six 
weeks with the Marines he returned to Palm Beach 
Junior College to continue his education as an archi- 
tectural engineer and commercial artist. 

3. Joel Stuart Wadsworth, born in Hartford, Con- 
necticut, January 26, 1948. He is a graduate of Holy 
Name Parochial School, West Palm Beach, entering 
St. Ann’s High School, West Palm Beach, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


ALAN J. HUNTER 


In the general contracting business in the Palm Beach 
area since 1946, Alan J. Hunter is a native of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, where he was born April 1, 1924, son 
of Paul A. Hunter, a retired manufacturer, and Mahala 
(Knoechelmann) Hunter. 

He attended Dupont Manual High School at Louis- 
ville in the class of 1942 and entered the United States 
Navy, in which he served as an Aviation Fire Con- 
trolman first class in the Pacific theater of operations 
in World War II, and was honorably discharged in 
November 1945. 

The following February, 1946, he came to West Palm 
Beach, Florida, and entered the general contracting 
business, in which he has been increasingly successful. 
He now has an office in the Armour Building, 205 
Worth Avenue, Palm Beach, His company has built 
schools, stores and warehouses in Palm Beach County, 
and his most recent job is the construction of the Min- 
neapolis Honeywell engineering plant at West Palm 
Beach, 

Mr. Hunter is a member of the West Palm Beach 
Chamber of Commerce, American Legion Post #12, 
and the First Church of God in West Palm Beach. 

He was married at Klamath Falls, Oregon, April 28, 
1945, to Juanita Florence, daughter of Albert and Pearl 
(Thurman) Florence, and a graduate of Ahrens Trade 
School, Louisville, Kentucky. They have three sons, 
born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Gregory, born February 25, 1948. 

2. Jeffrey, October 22, 1950. 

3. Durwood, April 22, 1954. 


ROBERT L. NESBITT 


The president of the South Florida Bottling Com- 
pany, Inc, of West Palm Beach, Robert L, Nesbitt, has 
a distinguished background. 

Born in Chicago, Illinois, October 16, 1926, he is a 
son of William Proctor Nesbitt, a native of Kentucky, 
who was a general contractor in Chicago prior to his 
death in 1939; and of Dr. Marjorie Rodgers Nesbitt, a 
native of Chicago and a practicing physician there. 
His mother received a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Northwestern University in 1926 and her M.D. 
degree from Loyola University Medical School in 1932, 
and interned at the American Hospital in Chicago. 
She specializes in Psychiatry and is a member of the 
American Board of Psychiatrists. Dr. Nesbitt intends 
to move to Coral Gables, Florida, and to take the 
Florida State Medical Board examination to practice 
her profession in Florida. 

Robert L. Nesbitt graduated from the exclusive 
Groton School in Groton, Massachusetts (a school for 
which students must be registered at birth and which 
has former Presidents of the United States among its 
alumni), He received a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Massachusets Institute of Technology in 1949 and 
a Master’s degree in Business Administration from 
Harvard University Business School in 1951, During 
World War II he served in the United States Army 
on an Alaskan assignment. 

Coming to West Palm Beach in 1951, he purchased 
the Orange Crush Bottling Company, which with ex- 
panding business became, in 1953, the South Florida 
Bottling Company, Inc. 

Mr. Nesbitt is a member of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce of West Palm Beach, Delta Kappa Epsilon 


fraternity, and the Sons of the American Revolution, 
to which he is entitled through his father’s ancestry. 
He attends the Lutheran Church. 

He was married in West Palm Beach December 31, 
1952, to Carolyn Klain, daughter of Dr. Jules and Edith 
(Siedel) Klain of Philadelphia. Mrs. Nesbitt attended 
Syracuse University and Miami University. The Nes- 
bitts now have three children, all born in West Palm 
Beach: 


1. Marjorie Eve, born November 17, 1954. 
2. Karen Maria, born November, 1956. 
3. William Proctor, born March 1, 1960. 


HAROLD J. POWERS 


A business and tax consultant in West Palm Beach 
since 1948, and an Internal Revenue Service enrollee, 
Harold (“Hal”) J, Powers was born on a farm in Eaton 
County, Michigan, March 11, 1905, son of Earl J. Pow- 
ers, a farmer, and Nancy Mae (Parker) Powers. Both 
parents are deceased. 


He attended Crewe High School in Crewe, Virginia, 
and graduated from Mount Dora High School in Mount 
Dora, Florida, where he won a Lincoln Essay award 
and a scholarship to Rollins College. His family had 
moved to Florida in 1922. From 1924 to 1926 he attended 
Rollins College at Winter Park, Florida, and became 
a member of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity there, 

During the depression years that followed, Mr. Pow- 
ers did various jobs, and in 1932 established a laundry 
and dry cleaner brokerage business in Sanford, re- 
maining in that town until 1941. At the outbreak of 
World War II he moved his family to Sebring, where 
he enlisted in the Army Air Force, served from Oc- 
tober 1941 to July 1945, and was discharged with the 
rank of staff sergeant. 


Immediately following his discharge from the Army 
he accepted a position in Civil Service at Sebring as 
an instructor in accounting systems. In November 1945 
he was transferred to Morrison Field, West Palm Beach, 
where he remained as Administrative Assistant in Air 
Installation until this unit was de-activated in March 
of 1948. At that time he established his present busi- 
ness, He was auditor for the town of Lake Park from 
1948 to 1952. 


Mr. Powers has devoted a great part of his life to 
civic activities. He is a member of West Palm Beach 
Chamber of Commerce, past president of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce of Sanford, Florida, past direc- 
tor of the Resources Development Board of Palm Beach 
County, a past director of the Red Cross of Palm Beach 
County, president of the West Palm Beach Downtown 
Lions Club (1961-62), and since 1948 has been treasurer 
of Lions Industries for the Blind. He is a past com- 
mander of the Flotilla Club, a member of American 
Legion Post #12 since 1945, a member of Elks Lodge 
#1352, and of the Union Congregational Church of 
West Palm Beach since 1932, His recreation is fishing. 

In June 1933, at Sanford, Florida, Harold J. Powers 
married Theodora Louisa Miller, daughter of Dr, Oliver 
J. Miller, a prominent surgeon of Sanford, and Jessie 
(MacDonald) Miller. The Powers have two children, 
Theodore and Elizabeth, and seven grandchildren. Mr, 
and Mrs. Powers reside in their own home at 3830 
Eastview Avenue, West Palm Beach. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


W. NORMAN BELL 


Bellhouse Aluminum Windows, Inc., manufacturers 
of louver windows of various types and sliding glass 
doors, located in West Palm Beach, was established 
in 1952 in a two-car garage with a capital of $11,000. 
Today the business occupies four buildings with a 
floor space of 72,000 feet, employs over 100 persons, 
and is worth close to a million dollars, 

One of the founders, W. Norman Bell, was born in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, May 31, 1911, son of Warner 
H. Bell, who died in 1957, and Lena Rice Cogswell 
Bell, who died in 1949. The family moved to West 
Palm Beach in 1925, and Norman graduated from Palm 
Beach High School in 1930. 

For the next fifteen years he was a mechanic in 
engineering and building-construction work, and dur- 
ing World War II was pre-flight maintenance engineer 
at Boca Raton. After the war he served an apprentice- 
ship in the manufacture of aluminum windows and 
doors until he was ready to establish his own business 
in 1952, 

Mr. Bell is a member of the Aluminum Window and 
Door Manufacturers Association of Florida, Associated 
General Contractors, Florida Homebuilders Association 
and National Homebuilders Association; the West Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce; the West Palm Beach Exchange 
Club; and Unity Church of the Palm Beaches. Swim- 
ming is his recreation. 


In Fort Pierce on August 30, 1932, W. Norman Bell 
married E. Frances Jordan, daughter of William M. 
Jordan, a farmer of Huntsville, Alabama, where she 
was born, and of Jessie (Mallett) Jordan. Frances Jor- 
dan graduated from Palm Beach High School in 1931. 
Mr. and Mrs, Bell are the parents of the following ten 
children: ; 

1) William N. 2) Francis J. 3) James L. 4) Charla 
E. 5) Thomas W. 6) Jay M. 7) Burton C, 8) Norma 
Jean 9) Jessie Frances 10) Linda. 

Francis J, and Charla E. were born in Huntsville, 
Alabama, the rest in West Palm Beach. William, Fran- 
cis, James, Charla, Thomas, and Jay graduated from 
Palm Beach High School and all of these except 
Thomas also graduated from Palm Beach Junior Col- 
lege. William, Francis, and James attended the Uni- 
versity of Florida. All the sons and Charla are asso- 
ciated with their father’s business at the present time, 
William, James, and Charla are married and there are 


three grandchildren so far: Brian Bell, Norma Lynn 


and Donna Jean Bell. 


WILLIE UHLFELDER 


The president of Willie’s Transfer and Storage and 
Palm Beach Window Cleaning Company, Willie Uhl- 
felder is also, with his brother Martin, owner of Home 
Care Inc, Mr. Uhlfelder actively participates in local 
government and public service organizations. 

Born in Erlangen, Germany, March 13, 1916, he is a 
son of Joseph and Freida (Flink) Uhlfelder, both vic- 
tims of the concentration camps of World War II in 
Germany. 

Educated in the public schools of Germany, he came 
to the United States in 1934 and attended night school 
at Georgia School of Technology, Atlanta, while em- 
ployed in the stock room of Rich’s Department Store. 
From 1937 to 1939 he was on the road as a furniture 


salesman, and from 1939 to 1941 was manager of the 
men’s shoe department of the Surprise Stores. Inc. in 
Tallahassee. 

He came to West Palm Beach in 1941 and worked 
in Gruner’s Department Store as a salesman until he 
entered the United States Army in 1942. For the dura- 
tion of the war he served jn the Intelligence Depart- 
ment and was honorably discharged in 1945 with the 
rank of sergeant. 

Returning to West Palm Beach, he established Wil- 
lie’s Transfer and Storage in 1946. In 1952 he pur- 
chased the Palm Beach Window Cleaning Company, 
which had been established in 1930, and in 1956 he and 
his brother opened Home Care Service. 

In 1958 Mr. Uhlfelder was appointed as a member of 
the West Palm Beach Traffic Committee and, having 
been re-appointed, is presently chairman of the com- 
mittee. He served as a city commissioner by appoint- 
ment from January Ist to April 1960, 

As a member of the Lions Club of the Palm Beaches, 
he received an Achievement plaque for 1955 and 1956. 
He is also a member of the Palm Beach and West 
Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce and the Junior 
Chamber of West Palm Beach, the Southeastern Ware- 
house and Movers Association, the Movers and Ware- 
housemen’s Association of America, the American Le- 
gion Post #12 of West Palm Beach, the Traffic Club 
of Palm Beach County and West Palm Beach Police 
Department. 

He is president of Temple Israel of West Palm Beach 
and a member of its board of directors since 1952; vice 
president of the Southeastern Reform Hebrew Congre- 
gation since 1959; vice president of the South Florida 
Council of the Reform Hebrew Congregation; and a 
member of B’nai B’rith. Fishing is his recreation. 

On January 1, 1942, at West Palm Beach Willie Uhl- 
felder married Selma Held Schloss, daughter of Solo- 
mon and Johanna (Held) Schloss of West Palm Beach. 
She is a graduate of Palm Beach High School and at- 
tended Florida State University at Tallahassee. Mr. 
and Mrs. Uhlfelder have three children, born in West 
Palm Beach: 

1, Steven Joel, born May 20, 1946; a student at Forest: 
Hill High School. 

2. Helene Frances, born June 15, 1948; a student at: 
Conniston Junior High School. 

3. David Martin, born April 21, 1951; a student at 
Southboro Elementary School. 


JUDGE E. B. DONNELL 


Former Circuit Court Judge E, B. Donnell has been 
a familiar figure around West Palm Beach for more 
than forty years. During that period of time in addition 
to serving on the judicial bench for five years he was 
a city commissioner for five years and mayor of West 
Palm Beach for two years. Now in his 80th year, the 
venerable jurist is still active in his profession. 


Son of a Tennessee farmer, James P. Donnell, and 
his wife, who was Mary Frances Bass, he was born in 
Wilson County, Tennessee, March 11, 1881. Being 17 
years old when the Spanish American War broke in 
Cuba, he served in that war from 1898 to 1900 and was 
a corporal on discharge. 

He graduated from Peabody College, Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, in 1904 with a Bachelor’s degree in Education, 
A husky six-foot-three 200-pounder, he played football 
while in college. From 1905 to 1911 he taught school 
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in Louisiana at St, Martinsville and Abbeville and 
was Superintendent of Schools at Baton Rouge during 
the last two years of that period. 

Coming to Florida in 1911, he entered the University 
of Florida to study law, received his Bachelor’s degree 
in 1912, and was admitted to practice the same year. 
For the next five years he practiced law in Jackson- 
ville, In 1917 he was appointed Circuit Judge of the 
15th District of the State of Florida, covering Palm 
Beach County, and held that position until 1922, when 
he resigned to enter the private practice of law in West 
Palm Beach, 


Judge Donnell, as he is still called, served as city 
commissioner of West Palm Beach from 1932 to 1937 
and as mayor from 1937 to 1939. He is a member of the 
American Bar Association, the Florida Bar, and the 
Palm Beach County Bar Association, and a former 
lieutenant governor and member of Kiwanis Interna- 
tional. He served as Chairman of the State Democratic 
Committee, 1952-56. 


He is a past Master of Barnett Masonic Lodge, Jack- 
sonville, past Potentate of Mahi Temple in Miami, and 
past Exalted Ruler of the Elks. His church is the 
Methodist. 


In July 1909 at Nashville, Tennessee, E, B, Donnell 
married Lena Roberts, daughter of Martin S, and Fe- 
donia (Kirby) Roberts. Mrs. Donnell graduated from 
Peabody College, Nashville, in 1905, and studied art in 
New York City under Mr, Henri and Mr. Chase, the 
two most prominent artists in New York during that 
period. 

Judge and Mrs. Donnell are the parents of four and 
the grandparents of thirteen children. 


1. Freda Donnell, born in Baton Rouge in February, 
1911, graduated from Palm Beach High School and 
Vanderbilt University and married Richard L. Gibson 
of Huntington, West Virginia. Mr. Gibson also is a 
graduate of Vanderbilt University and was a Com- 
mander in the Navy in World War II, They have three 
children: Alan, now a student at Vanderbilt; Linda, 
graduating from Palm Beach High School; and Carol, 
now age seven. 

2. Ballard R. Donnell, born in Jacksonville July 17, 
1913, graduated from Palm Beach High School and 
from the University of Florida in 1935 with an LL.B. 
degree and is now a member of his father’s law firm. 
From 1943 to 1954 he served as vice-consul for the 
United States Government at London, Burma, Naples 
and Manila. He married Sonia Cardoso, daughter of 
the Brazilian minister to Liverpool, England. They 
have two children, both born in West Palm Beach: 
Mark, in 1956, and Gezelle, in 1959. 

3. Elizabeth Donnell, born in Jacksonville in 1916, 
graduated from Palm Beach High School and from the 
University of Tennessee with a B.S, degree. She mar- 
ried Frank Hobson, a graduate of Peabody College 
with an M.A. degree. They are living in West Palm 
Beach and have three children: Don, Joe and Beth. 

4. Rena Donnell, born in West Palm Beach in July 
1917, also graduated from Palm Beach High School 
and from the University of Tennessee with a B.S. de- 
gree, and married Clyde A. Canipe of Charlotte, North 
Carolina in 1944. Mr. Canipe is a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina and was a captain in the 
United States Infantry in World War II, Rena and 
Clyde have five children: Judy, Kay, Wayne, Sandy 
and Cindy, the last two twins. 


IRVING E. FERRIN 


More than forty years in the sign business in West 
Palm Beach is the record of Irving E. Ferrin, president 
of Ferrin Signs, Inc. 

He was born in Brockport, New York, August 23, 
1896, son of Emery E. and Eliza L. (Vickery) Ferrin, 
his mother still living in Lake Worth at this writing, 
age 82. His father, who before his retirement was in 
the shoe manufacturing industry, died in 1954 at the 
he of 83. The family moved to West Palm Beach in 

Irving Ferrin attended elementary school in Auburn, 
New York, and high school in Concord, New Hamp- 
shire, where he was in the junior class when his family 
moved to Florida. Starting in 1915, he served an ap- 
prenticeship in the sign business with Clarence E. 
Whipple of West Palm Beach, and was there until he 
entered the United States Marine Corps as a private 
in World War I, He was honorably discharged in Feb- 
ruary of 1919, returned to West Palm Beach, and on 
July 1st of that year established his own business 
under the name of Ferrin Sign Service. 

Taking an active interest in civic and community 
affairs, Mr. Ferrin is a member of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce, the West Palm Beach Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Rotary Club, American Legion 
Post #12, and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 

He was married in West Palm Beach on December 
27, 1919, to Estelle Cook, daughter of William and 
Estelle (Moore) Cook, and a native of Georgia who 
moved to Tampa, Florida, as a child and received her 
education in that city’s public schools. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ferrin have four children and ten grandchildren. Their 
children are: 

1. Kathryn, born March 21, 1921. 

2. Jean, born November 13, 1922. 

3 and 4, Howard and William (twins), born Septem- 
ber 17, 1924. 

All graduated from Palm Beach High School. How- 
ard served in the Army Air Force and William served 
in the Infantry in World War II. 


ALBERT G. GODFREY 


Associated with the electrical contracting business 
in West Palm Beach since 1945, Albert G. Godfrey 
established his own firm in 1954. His father was in the 
nursery business in Lake Worth, where the family 
moved from California in 1924. Albert G. was born in 
San Bernardino, California, January 25, 1921, son of 
Albert W. (died 1942) and Anna M., (Manion) Godfrey. 

Growing up in Lake Worth, Albert G. Godfrey grad- 
uated from Lake Worth High School in 1939 and en- 
tered the United States Navy on August 15th of that 
year. There followed six years in the Navy, during 
which time he served in the American, North Atlantic, 
Mediterranean and Pacific theaters of operation in 
World War II and was discharged October 20, 1945, 
with the rank of Chief Petty Officer. 

For the next two years Mr. Godfrey worked in the 
electrical contracting business with his father-in-law, 
J. C. McMullin, acquiring experience, and then for 
one year was with J, R. Hime, another electrical con- 
tractor. In 1948 he purchased a half interest in his 
father-in-law’s firm and continued this partnership 
until November 1, 1954, when he established an elec- 
trical contracting business under his own name. 

He is a member of Associated General Contractors, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Florida Association of Electrical Contractors, the Na- 
tional Electrical Contractors Association, the Interna- 
ional Association of Electrical Inspectors, and National 
Home Builders; also of West Palm Beach Chamber of 
Commerce, St, Juliana’s Catholic Church, the Holy 
Name Society and the Knights of Columbus. Boating 
and hunting are his favorite recreations. 

In Brooklyn, New York, on December 14, 1942, Al- 
bert G. Godfrey married Margaret D. McMullin, daugh- 
ter of J. C. and Mary E, (Owen) McMullin. Mrs. God- 
frey is a graduate of St. Ann’s High School, West Palm 
Beach, and of St. Vincent’s Hospital School of Nurs- 
ing, Jacksonville, and is a registered nurse, Five chil- 
dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs, Godfrey in West 
Palm Beach. They are: 

1. Albert G., Jr.. born August 1, 1945, a student at 
St. Ann’s High School. 

2. Joseph C., born October 23, 1948, a student at Holy 
Name School. 

3. Martha Claire, born April 5, 1951, a student at 
Holy Name School. 

4, Mary Margaret, born September 22, 1956. 

5. Delores Ann, born August 5, 1958. 


CHARLES D. AKES, M.D. 


Conducting a general practice of medicine and sur- 
gery in Boynton Beach since 1952, Dr. Charles D. Akes 
has not limited his interest to this field of service, and 
in November 1959 was a successful candidate for a 
seat on the Boynton Beach City Council. 


A son of Bert and Clela (Wescott) Akes, he was born 
in Xenia, Illinois, June 18, 1919, and spent his early 
life on his father’s farm in southern Illinois. Both his 
parents are living on the old homestead in Xenia. 


Following his graduation from high school in Flora, 
Illinois, in 1937, he went to Teachers College at 
Charleston, Illinois, where he received a B.A, degree 
in Education in 1947, his education having been in- 
terrupted by World War II, during which he spent five 
years in the United States Air Force, After returning 
from military service and completing his course at 
Teachers College, he continued his education at the 
University of Illinois, where he received a B.S. degree 
in Chemistry and his M.D. degree in 1951. There fol- 
lowed a year of internship at the Tampa Municipal 
Hospital in Tampa, Florida, before he came to Boyn- 
ton Beach in 1952 to start his practice. He is an active 
member of the Palm Beach County and the Florida 
Medical Society and is on the staff of Bethesda Memo- 
rial Hospital and Palm Beach General Hospital at 
Lake Worth. 


Dr. Akes took no previous part in politics but has 
been active in civic affairs. He served as chairman of 
the local TB X-Ray drive, chairman of the local Blood 
Bank drive, and for three years was chairman of the 
Crippled Children’s Committee of the Kiwanis Club, 
He is presently a member of the American Legion, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Elks, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Volunteer Fire Department, the Coun- 
try Club of Florida, and the Methodist Church, His 
favorite recreation is golf. 


Mrs, Akes, who was Margaret (Peggy) Dodds, daugh- 
ter of Allen and Ada (Peck) Dodds of Vermont, is also 
active in civic affairs and is a member of the local 
Business and Professional Women’s Club. She is a 
former nurse. Dr. and Mrs. Akes are the parents of 


two children: Terry, and Andy. Dr. Akes has two 
other children, Danny and Linda, by a previous mar- 
riage. 


JAMES D. TAYLOR 


After twenty years in the savings and loan business 
in North Carolina, James D. Taylor came to Florida 
and opened a similar business in Riviera Beach, where 
he now presides over several financial operations. 

Mr. Taylor was born in Williamston, North Caro- 
lina, August 29, 1899, son of William J, Taylor, a native 
of North Carolina who was a farmer and sawmill op- 
erator, and of Martha Mizell Taylor, who is still living 
in Williamston. 

James Taylor graduated from Belhaven High School 
in 1916, and the following year went to work for South- 
ern Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company at Atlanta, 
Georgia, as an office boy. He was with Southern Bell 
for eighteen years and during the course of that time 
rose to the position of traveling auditor for the com- 
pany in the state of Louisiana. 

In 1935 he entered the savings. and loan business as 
State Examiner for the state of North Carolina, con- 
tinuing in that capacity until 1950, when he was Chief 
Examiner. In 1950 he entered the First Savings and 
Loan Association of Mebane, North Carolina, as sec- 
retary-treasurer, and when he left there in 1955 he 
was executive vice president. 

Coming to Riviera Beach in 1955, Mr. Taylor opened 
the Community Federal Savings and Loan Association 
there and served as president until he retired in 1959, 
retaining his position as a director of the business. In 
January of 1960 he organized the Riviera Securities 
and Loan Corporation, Palm Beach Associates, Inc., 
and the Riviera Insurance Agency, and now serves as 
president of these corporations. He is also a director 
of the Home Owners Life Insurance Company of Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Mr. Taylor is a member and past director of the 
Riviera Beach Chamber of Commerce, a member of 
the Exchange Club, of Elks Lodge #2069 of Riviera 
Beach, and the Methodist Church, Fishing and travel 
are his hobbies. 

He was married at Raleigh, North Carolina, March 
29, 1941, to Clara Cross, daughter of Henry S. and 
Laura A, (Hillburn) Cross, both deceased. Mrs. Taylor 
graduated from Freeport High School and Kings Busi- 
ness College at Freeport, Louisiana. 


JOHN ADAIR, JR. 


The owner and president of John Adair, Jr. and 
Associates, Civil Engineers and Surveyors of Lake 
Worth, has had some valuable experience in engineer- 
ing during the past ten years and is a registered engi- 
neer in the states of Tennessee, Georgia, and Florida, 
as well as a registered land surveyor in Florida. 

Born at Lake Worth June 21, 1927, he is a son of 
John Adair, Sr., a bricklayer by trade, and Madeline 
(Duval) Adair, both living in Lake Worth, He grad- 
uated from Lake Worth High School in 1945 and from 
the University of Florida in 1950 with a Bachelor of 
Civil Engineering degree. 

From 1950 to 1952 he was an engineer with the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority at Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
from 1952 to 1955 was engineer for S, T. Franklin, a 
prominent architect of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Re- 
turning to West Palm Beach in 1957, he was employed 
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by Brockway, Weber and Brockway, Civil Engineers 
and Surveyors, and in 1958 succeeded Chester F. 
Wright at Lake Worth as engineer and surveyor. 

Mr, Adair is a member of the Florida Engineering 
Society, the American Society of Civil Engineers, and 
the Florida Society of Professional Land Surveyors. 
He is also a member of Lake Worth Civitan Club and 
is a Blue Lodge Mason of Palm Lodge, West Palm 
Beach, and member of all bodies of the Scottish Rite 
up to and including the 32nd degree. 

In Miami on December 23, 1950, he married Marilyn 
Oxtoby, daughter of T. V. and Opal (Whiteman) Ox- 
toby of Miami, her birthplace, She graduated from high 
school in Miami in 1948 and attended the Florida State 
University. Mr. and Mrs, Adair now have four children: 

1. Donald Scott, born April 29, 1952. 

2. Cindy Sue, born June 14, 1954. 

3. Laurie Jean, born December 7, 1955. 

4. Michael John, born September 9, 1958. 


CLARENCE CHARLES COSTON 


The late president of Clarence Coston, Inc., a plumb- 
ing establishment in West Palm Beach, was following 
his father’s line of business when he took up plumb- 
ing. The company was established in 1933 and has 
branches in the Bahamas under the name of Bahamas 
Limited. 

Son of Leslie and Elizabeth Frye Coston, he was 
born in Birmingham, Alabama, August 7, 1907. His 
father, a native of Michigan, died in December 1954 
in West Palm Beach, where he is buried. His mother 
was a native of Bellows Falls, Vermont, and died in 
1943. The family moved to Miami in 1914. 

Clarence Coston attended Central Grammar School 
in Miami, Miami High School for one year, and grad- 
uated from Palm Beach High School in 1926; He served 
him apprenticeship in the plumbing trade under Usina 
Plumbing Company of West Palm Beach and from 
1926 to 1933 worked for general plumbing contractors 
of West Palm Beach. 

During World War II, from 1942 to 1946, Mr. Coston 
took a leave of absence from his business to serve as a 
pilot for Eastern Air Lines. After his father’s death in 
December 1954, he assumed the presidency of Clar- 
ence Coston, Inc., with Clarence H, McCall as vice 
president. 

Mr. Coston was a member of the United Association 
of Steamfitters and Plumbers, Plumbers Local #630, 
the Association of General Contractors of America, the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, the Quiet 
Birdmen, West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
the Kiwanis Club, Elks Lodge #1352, and the Tusca- 
willa Club. Golf and flying were his recreations. 

He was married at St. Ann’s Rectory, West Palm 
Beach, December 12, 1933, to Sarah Lawton of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, daughter of James E, and Sarah 
E. (Mailey) Lawton, Mrs, Coston is a graduate of 
Palm Beach High School and attended Florida State 
University. 

A son and two daughters were born to Mr, and Mrs. 
Coston in West Palm Beach. 

1. Carol Ann, born in September 1935, graduated 
from St. Ann’s School, from Palm Beach High School 
in 1953, and attended Florida State University. She 
was State All American University and State High 
School Diving Champion in 1953, Carol Ann entered 
the Dominican Order of Sisters at Adrian, Michigan, 


where she had her religious training, and is now Sister 
Mary Clarence, stationed at Guayama, Puerto Rico. 

2, David Leslie Coston, born March 20, 1937, at- 
tended St. Ann’s School, graduated from Palm Beach 
High School in 1955, and attended Palm Beach Junior 
College and Spring Hill College at Mobile, Alabama. 
He joined his father in business in 1957, On April 20, 
1960, he married Susan Flowers of West Pslm Beach, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs, John Flowers, who gradu- 
ated from St. Ann’s High School in 1956. 

3. Linda Chapin Coston, born November 6, 1938, 
graduated from St. Ann’s School and from Palm Beach 
High School in 1957, She attended St. Mary’s Domin- 
ican College in New Orleans, Florida State University, 
and now resides in Dallas, Texas. 

Clarence Coston lost his life May 17, 1960, while 
piloting a private plane to West End, Grand Bahamas 
Island, when his plane crashed about a quarter mile 
off the Bahama shore. Burial was at Hillcrest Memo- 
rial Park, West Palm Beach. 


GEORGE H. BOUTWELL 


Boutwell Dairy of Lake Worth, with sales offices at 
Pompano Beach and Stuart, has been serving this area 
with Golden Guernsey milk and dairy products since 
1927, when it was founded by William A. Boutwell, 
Sr., who was retired in 1955. Since then the business 
has been operated by his sons, George H, Boutwell, 
who is president, William A. Boutwell, Jr., secretary- 
treasurer, and their sister, June Boutwell, who is vice- 
president and a director of the company. George Bout- 
well is also a director of the First National Bank of 
Lake Worth and is prominent in local civic activities. 

He was born at Dunstable, Massachusetts, March 20, 
1911, son of William A, and Ethel I, (Harwood) Bout- 
well, His mother died in August 1955 and is buried in 
Hillcrest. The Boutwell family came to Florida and 
settled in Lake Worth in 1920. From then until the 
time he established his dairy in 1927, William A. Bout- 
well, Sr. was engaged in various operations, such as 
contracting and building houses, conducting a grocery 
store and a builder and mason supply business, these 
last two being operated simultaneously, 

George H. Boutwell graduated from Lake Worth 
High School in 1928 and attended Washington and Lee 
University two years. From 1930 to 1934 he worked 
for Alfa Dairy as a route man, gaining experience. In 
1934 he entered his father’s business, and after more 
than twenty years in the bottling and distribution of 
dairy products became president of Boutwell Dairy, 
Incwinw 150; 


Boutwell Dairy has a herd of 1,000 purebred Guern- 
sey cows and employs 105 people. They now operate 
a dairy farm in Martin County, where they employ 
fifteen people, They supply all the regular dairy prod- 
ucts except ice cream, including Yogurt, and in addi- 
tion to the regular standard milk have an extra rich 
milk called Golden Guernsey, and a low-fat milk 
called Hi-Lo which has all the satisfying flavor of 
sweet milk. 

Mr, Boutwell is a past director of the Lake Worth 
Chamber of Commerce, a member and past president 
of the Lake Worth Rotary Club, a member of the Sail- 
fish Club of Florida, and was City Commissioner of 
Lake Worth from 1945 to 1947. He was a member of 
the Lake Worth Golf Commission for ten years before 
becoming a life member, which commission was re- 
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sponsible for the building of the last nine holes and 
the Club House. Needless to say, golf is his recreation 
of choice, His church is the Congregational. The Bout- 
well Dairy sponsors the Little League in baseball. 

George H. Boutwell was married in Lake Worth June 
29, 1936, to Mable Q. Fulton, daughter of the Rev. 
Lillian B. Fulton, a minister in the First Congregational 
Church and pastor at Lake Worth for fifteen years. 
Mrs. Boutwell graduated from Lake Worth High School 
in 1929 and from the Florida State University in 1933 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree. The Boutwells have 
two daughters, born in Lake Worth: 

1, Barbara, born January 25, 1943, graduating from 
Lake Worth High School in the class of 1960, plans to 
enter Florida Southern College in the fall. 

2. Sandra, born September 15, 1947, is a student at 
Lake Worth High School. 


AMADEO A. MEITIN 


Formerly a lawyer in St. Augustine for some twenty- 
four years, Amadeo A, Meitin has been practicing his 
profession in Riviera Beach since 1958, and is City 
Attorney for Riviera Beach, Juno Beach and Palm 
Beach Gardens. 

He was born in St. Augustine September 17, 1905, 
son of Jose and Natalia (Perez) Meitin, His father, 
who died in 1933, came to St. Augustine in 1901 and 
he and his brother Candido operated a cigar factory 
there for about twenty years. Amadeo’s mother died 
in 1948 and both parents are buried in St. Augustine. 

After graduating from St. Augustine High School 
in 1923, Amadeo Meitin went to the Catholic Univer- 
sity in Washington, D.C., and completed his education 
there in 1929 when he received his Bachelor of Laws 
degree. Admitted to practice law in the state of Florida 
in 1930, he followed his profession in St, Augustine 
until June 1954, when he went to California and Ari- 
zona. He returned to Florida in 1958 and settled at 
Riviera Beach. 

While in St. Augustine Mr. Meitin served as County 
Prosecutor for five years. He was appointed City At- 
torney for Riviera Beach in 1958 and in 1959 became 
attorney for Juno Beach also. He is a member of the 
Florida Bar and the Palm Beach County Bar Associa- 
tion, St. Francis of Assisi Church, and is a fourth 
degree Knight of Columbus. 

He was married at St. Augustine October 15, 1936, 
to Marie Thompson, daughter of William M. and Brid- 
get (Monaghan) Thompson. Mrs, Meitin is a graduate 
of St. Joseph’s Academy and of the East Coast School 
of Nursing and is a registered nurse. The Meitins have 
two children: 

1. Carol, born December 25, 1939, in St, Augustine, 
graduated from St. Ann’s High School, West Palm 
Beach, and is now a student at the Ringling School of 
Art in Sarasota. 

2. Richard, born August 30, 1950, is a student at St. 
Francis of Assisi School, Riviera Beach. 


FRANK M. HEWSON, M.D. 


A practicing physician and surgeon in Riviera Beach 
since 1946, Dr. Frank M. Hewson is a member of the 
staff of St. Mary’s Hospital and the Pine Ridge Hos- 
pital, West Palm Beach, and is prominent in medical, 
civic and social organizations. 

He was born in Houston, Texas, October 11, 1911, 


son of Frank M. and Suzanne (Jackson) Hewson. Prior 
to his death in 1958, his father was in charge of trans- 
portation and maintenance for the Gulf Refining Com- 
pany at Shreveport, Louisiana, to which city the family 
moved in 1917, and where the doctor’s mother still 
resides. 

Frank M. Hewson, Jr. graduated from Byrd High 
School, Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1927 and for the next 
two years attended the New Mexico Military Institute at 
Roswell, New Mexico. He then attended the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania for one year and the University 
of Texas at Austin for three years, graduating with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1933, and proceeded to 
the University of Texas Medical School at Galveston, 
where he received his Doctor of Medicine degree in 
1937. He interned at St. Vincent’s Hospital, Toledo, 
Ohio, for one year and had a residency at Florida 
State Hospital, Chattachoochee, for two years, followed 
by six years of private practice at Chattahoochee, 
which brings him up to 1946, the year he came to 
Riviera Beach and established his practice there. 

Dr. Hewson is a member of the following profes- 
sional organizations: American Medical Association, 
Southern Medical Association, Florida Medical Asso- 
ciation, Palm Beach County Medical Society, Ameri- 
can Academy of General Practice, Florida Society of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, Association of Industrial 
and Railway Surgeons, American Heart Association, 
and the Flying Physicians Association. He was a mem- 
ber of the Rotary Club at Chattahoochee and is a 
charter member and director of the Riviera Beach 
Rotary Club, a former director of the West Palm Beach 
Y.M.C.A., a charter member of Tequesta Country 
Club, and a member of the Flotilla Club of West Palm 
Beach. He finds recreation in golf, fishing, flying and 
skiing. - 

At Tallahassee on August 2, 1938, Dr. Hewson mar- 
ried Marjorie Bellinger, daughter of Mrs. Edna Bel- 
linger of Ridgefield Park, New Jersey. Mrs. Hewson 
graduated from Ridgefield Park High School and from 
Columbia University Medical Center, Presbyterian 
Hospital, New York, and is a registered nurse. 

Dr. and Mrs. Hewson are the parents of four chil- 
dren. 

1. William Addinell Hewson, born at Chattahoochee, 
Florida, October 13, 1939, graduated from Palm Beach 
High School in 1957 and is now a pre-medical student 
at the University of Florida. He is a nationally known 
water skier. 

2. Judy Ann Hewson, born Bainbridge, Georgia, Sep- 
tember 26, 1940, graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1958 and is also nationally known as a water 
skier at Cypress Gardens. In 1959 she married John 
Rosch of Mounds, Minnesota, who also is a profes- 
sional water skier. 

3. Joann Hewson, born in Marianna, Florida, April 
16, 1945, is a student at Riviera Beach High School. 

4, Michael Wayne Hewson, born in West Palm Beach 
October 13, 1947, is a student at Riviera Beach High 
School and a member of the school’s swimming and 
diving team. 


COLIN E. CARTER, JR. 


In the real estate business in Palm Beach Shores 
since 1949, Colin E. (“Brook”) Carter, Jr. is a native 
of Tenafly, New Jersey, where he was born September 
7, 1922, son of Colin E. and Winifred (Laud-Brown) 
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BIOGRAPHICAL -SECTION 


Carter, both now residents of Palm Beach Shores. The 
senior Mr. Carter is associated with his son’s business. 

After graduating from the Gunnery School at Wash- 
ington, Connecticut, in 1940, Colin Carter, Jr. was 
employed in the sales department of the New York 
office of William Skinner and Sons, textile manufac- 
turers. In 1941 he entered the United States Army 
Air Corps as a private first class and served for the 
duration of the war. He returned to William Skinner 
and Sons in 1945 and remained there until 1949, when 
he came to Florida and established his real estate busi- 
ness in Riviera Beach. 

Mr. Carter is a member of the Riviera Beach Board 
of Realtors, the National Association of Real Estate 
Boards, and Elks Lodge #2069 of Riviera Beach. He 
likes all sports. 


KENNETH CRAWFORD MOCK 


The president of K. C. Mock and Associates, Inc., 
Registered Engineers and Land Surveyors, West Palm 
Beach, Kenneth Crawford Mock had twelve years ex- 
perience in engineering in various locations before 
establishing his own business in 1954, and since then 
his firm has done some impressive engineering jobs. 

Born in Miller County, Georgia, August 23, 1919, he 
is a son of Crawford and Emma (Gay) Mock. His 
mother died in 1953. His father, a retired accountant, 
is living in Pahokee, Florida, where the family moved 
in February of 1928. 

Kenneth. graduated from Pahokee High School in 
the class of 1938 and from the University of Georgia 
in 1943 with a B.S.A.E. degree (Bachelor of Science 
of Agricultural Engineering). From 1943 to 1946 he 
served in World War II in the 69th Infantry Division 
of the United States Army in the European theater, 
entering as a corporal and discharged as 4a first lieu- 
tenant, and received three battle stars. 

From the fall of 1946 to the fall of 1948 he worked 
on two separate assignments in Belle Glade, Florida; 
one with the John T. Pickett engineering and survey- 
ing company and the other with the Everglades Ex- 
perimental Station. From then until the winter of 1950 
he was with the Harris County, Texas, Flood Control 
District, and for the next four and a half years was an 
engineer for Central and Southern Florida Flood Con- 
trol District, working out of West Palm Beach. In Oc- 
tober 1954 he formed his own engineering and survey- 
ing company in West Palm Beach. 

K. C. Mock and Associates, Inc. designed and super- 
vised the construction of the Pahokee breakwater, a 
$190,000.00 contract. They also did the locating and 
lay-out for the Pratt and Whitney Aircraft plant in 
the West Palm Beach area. In May 1960 they were 
engaged as the design engineers for the new city of 
Royal Palm Beach, comprising an estimated 55,000 
acres. Mr. Mock is also City Engineer for the cities of 
Lake Worth and Belle Glade. He is a member of the 
Florida Engineering Society and the Florida Society 
of Professional Land Surveyors. 

At Pahokee, Florida, on August 11, 1946, he married 
Lois Bryd, daughter of George W. and Mattie A. 
(Harris) Bryd of Pahokee, who graduated from Pa- 
hokee High School in 1942 and from Florida State 
University in 1946. Mr. and Mrs. Mock have two chil- 
dren, born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Kenneth Terrance Mock, born July 19, 1950, now 
a student at South Olive School. 


2. Bonita Kay Mock, born April 12, 1955. 

Fishing and hunting are the favorite sports of Mr. 
Mock. He and his wife are members of the congrega- 
tion of Memorial Presbyterian Church. 


JOHN H. EVANS 


A former municipal court judge at Fort Myers, John 
H. Evans has been practicing law in West Palm Beach 
since 1956 and is serving as assistant county solicitor 
of Palm Beach County. 

Son of the late Edward H. Evans, merchant and 
pharmacist of Fort Myers, and Mabel (Hamilton) 
Evans, also deceased, John H. Evans was born in Fort 
Myers, Florida, January 2, 1921. He graduated from 
Fort Myers High School in 1938 and from Stetson Uni- 
versity in 1950 with a Bachelor of Laws degree. From 
1940 to 1946 he served in the United States Marine 
Corps, three years in the South Pacific theater, where 
he took part in the battle of Midway and was on the 
U.S.S. Yorktown when it was sunk. He received sev- 
eral battle stars and was discharged with the rank of 
sergeant. 

After completing his general college and law educa- 
tion at Stetson University in 1950, he was admitted to 
the Florida bar and conducted a general practice of 
law in Fort Myers until 1956, when he moved to West 
Palm Beach. He served as judge of the municipal court 
of Fort Myers during 1953, ’54 and ’55. In 1958 he was 
elected a member of the town council of the Town of 
Haverhill, Palm Beach County, which he served as 
president, and was re-elected in 1960. He was appoint- 
ed assistant county solicitor for Palm Beach County 
in February 1959 and is at present first assistant county 
solicitor of Palm Beach County, Florida. 

Mr. Evans is a member of the Florida Bar Associa- 
tion, the Palm Beach County Bar Association, Phi 
Alpha Delta legal fraternity, Sigma Nu social frater- 
nity, Fort Myers Elks Lodge #1288, and the Holy Spirit 
Episcopal Church of West Palm Beach, in which he 
has served as a member of the vestry. Golf, fishing and 
hunting are his preferred forms of recreation. 

In West Palm Beach on December 31, 1950, he mar- 
ried Myrtle Roebuck, daughter of A. R. and Myrtle 
(Chandler) Roebuck, who is a graduate of Palm Beach 
High School, Palm Beach Junior College, and Stetson 
University in the class of 1948. Mr. and Mrs. Evans 
have three children: 

1. John H., Jr., born in Fort Myers November 5, 1951. 

2. Geoffrey (Jeff), born in Fort Myers January 31, 
1955. 

3. Jerry, born in West Palm Beach October 16, 1957. 

The family resides on Haverhill Road. 


ROBERT G. HUTCHEON 


Robert G. Hutcheon has been a partner in the engi- 
neering firm of Norman C. Schmid and Associates of 
Palm Beach since 1953. Son of Frank E. and Jessica 
(Tupper) Hutcheon, he was born in Newark, New 
Jersey, November 12, 1925. His father, an automobile 
dealer, died October 10, 1949. His mother resides in 
Palm Beach, 

Robert Hutcheon graduated from Lakewood High 
School, Lakewood, New Jersey, in 1943 and received 
a Mechanical Engineering degree from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York, in 1948. His 
first employment was with Pennsylvania Railroad in 
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the engineering department. Succeeding his father in 
the automobile dealership at Lakewood, New Jersey, 
he operated this business for about a year. In 1952 
he came to Florida and became plant supervisor for 
American Chlorophyll at Lake Worth. The next year, 
1953, he formed his present alliance with Norman C. 
Schmid and Associates. 

Mr. Hutcheon is a member of the Florida Engineer- 
ing Society, the National Society of Professional Engi- 
neers, the Rotary Club of Palm Beach, the Islanders 
Club, and Lakeside Presbyterian Church in West Palm 
Beach. While at Renssalaer Mr. Hutcheon played var- 
sity lacrosse and football and was a member of the 
United States Olympic Team in the game of lacrosse 
in 1948. Golf, fishing and hunting are his favorite out- 
door activities now. During World War II, from 1943 
to 1946, he served as an ensign in the United States 
Navy Reserve. 

He was married at Palm Beach April 26, 1952, to Lis- 
beth Young, daughter of Cecil P. and Lisbeth (Lyle) 
Young, and a graduate of Miss Hewitt’s School in New 
York City. Mr. and Mrs. Hutcheon are the parents of 
four children, all born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Frank Eadie, III, born January 1953. 

2. William Robert, born in March 1954, 

3. Jeffrey Thomas, born in November 1955. 

4. Lisbeth Lyle, born in November 1958. 


ROBERT F. OEN 


Robert F. Oen came to West Palm Beach sixteen 
years ago (1944) and opened a real estate and insurance 
office at 3510 South Dixie Highway. The fact that he 
is still doing business at the same location speaks for 
itself. 

He was born in Lima, Ohio, December 16, 1903, son 
of William and Alberta (Marriott) Oen, both of whom 
died in 1955 and are buried in Lima. His father being 
a farmer, Robert was raised on the farm and attended 
the district schools of Lima, graduating from North 
Central High School in 1921. After working on the 
family farm for a year, he attended a local business 
college and then worked as a bookkeeper for a Lima 
company for one year. 

In 1923 he went to Cleveland, Ohio, and worked as 
a machinist in a machine shop of the Cleveland Pneu- 
matic Tool Company. From 1924 to 1928 he attended 
night school at the Spencerian Business College, taking 
a four-year course in accounting, and after completing 
this course returned to the tool company, this time as 
an accountant, and remained there until 1931. 

During the depression years that followed, the ma- 
chine business was curtailed, and Mr. Oen ran a filling 
station owned by his father-in-law, Fred Bard, for 
thirteen years, 1931 to 1944. It was at that time that he 
decided to move to Florida, and established his resi- 
dence and his new business in West Palm Beach. 

Mr. Oen is a member of West Palm Beach Board of 
Realtors, which he served as president in 1956-57; a 
member of West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
the Knights of Columbus, and Holy Name parish. Fish- 
ing is his recreation. 

On April 27, 1931, in Cleveland, Ohio, he married 
Gertrude Bard, daughter of Fred and Mary (Karhan) 
Bard, and a graduate of John Adams High School, 
Cleveland, in the class of 1926. Mr. and Mrs. Oen have 
three children. 

1. Donald Oen, born April 27, 1932, in Cleveland, 


graduated from St. Ann’s High School, West Palm 
Beach, attended Palm Beach Junior College, and is 
now associated with his father in the real estate and 
insurance business. On July 2, 1952, he married Pearl 
Smith, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. C. Smith of West 
Palm Beach, and they have three children: Dale, born 
October 17, 1954; Dean, born June 8, 1956; Deanne, 
born July 11, 1959. 

2. Richard Oen, born in Cleveland September 1, 1935, 
graduated from St. Ann’s High School, West Palm 
Beach, and from Spring Hill College at Mobile, Ala- 
bama, with an A.B. degree in 1957. He also is associated 
with his father in business. On August 30, 1958, he mar- 
ried Katherine Howley of Lake Worth, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Howley; and they have a son, 
Richard Patrick, born August 4, 1959. 

3. Marilyn Oen, born in Cleveland May 11, 1939, 
graduated from St. Ann’s High School, West Palm 
Beach, and attended Spring Hill College at Mobile, 
Alabama. 


MYRON MACFIE VARN 


A grandson of one of the earliest American native- 
born sons of Florida, Myron MacFie Varn of Fort Pierce 
is a large citrus grower in St. Lucie County and head 
of a fruit buying and selling business at Fort Pierce 
which he established in 1845. For three years previous 
to that he was County Agricultural Agent of St. Lucie 
County. 

Born at Fort Meade, Florida, August 22, 1908, he is a 
son of Kline Oscar Varn who was born and died at 
Fort Meade (October 4, 1871-September 30, 1949) and 
Laura MacFie Varn, born in Fort Covington, New York, 
November 10, 1880, who is living in Fort Meade. Laura 
MacFie’s father, Dr. James MacFie, M.D., came to Avon 
Park in 1896.and moved to Fort Meade in 1899. He died 
in Fort Meade in December, 1906. Myron’s father was 
a farmer and citrus grower and published the news- 
paper, The Fort Meade Leader, from 1903 to 1906. He 
was instrumental in founding the First Presbyterian 
Church at Fort Meade. 

The patriarch of the family was Frederick Newton 
Varn, grandfather of Myron, who was born near Live 
Oak, August 30, 1847, and was brought to Cork, near 
Flant City, as an infant. During the Indian War the 
family spent many months at Fort Frazier near Bartow, 
and after the war established a farm two miles south of 
Bartow at Six Mile Creek, where they lived many 
years. At the age of fifteen Mr. Varn joined the Con- 
federate Army and as a dispatch rider between Fort 
Myers and outposts in northern Florida had many 
thrilling experiences and close calls. In 1870 he mar- 
ried Mary Louise Seward and settled at Sink Branch, 
three miles east of Fort Meade, where he and his broth- 
er, William, established a tannery and trading post with 
the Indians. He knew Billy Bowlegs and many other 
Indians. People came from distances to have shoes, 
bridles and saddlebags made, and the tannery provided 
work for a large number of people. In 1898, during the 
Cuban revolution, Mr. Varn raised tobacco in Fort 
Meade. He also had one of the first packing houses in 
that area. The Baptist Church in Fort Meade was built 
by his hands. He lived on his farm from 1869 to 1920, 
when he retired to live with one of his ten children, 
and died in Fort Meade November 14, 1929. 

Myron M. Varn graduated from Fort Meade High 
School in 1926 and from the University of Florida in 
1930 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


He first worked as a citrus inspector for the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture at Sebring. In 1934 he was 
with the Citrus Department of the Federal Land Bank 
of Columbia, stationed at Plant City, and from 1935 to 
1939 was with the Florida Agricultural Extension Serv- 
ice in Gainesville and Bartow. He came to Fort Pierce 
as County Agricultural Agent of St. Lucie County in 
1939. He left that work in 1942 and was manager of 
Tuxedo Fruit Company until April, 1946, when he es- 
tablished his fruit brokerage business, Fruit Contrac- 
tors, Inc., at Fort Pierce. He became a citrus grower 
in 1941 when he bought 67 acres in the Ten Mile section 
of St. Lucie County, which acreage included one of the 
oldest groves in St. Lucie County, and was one of the 
first to use direct harvesting and delivery of citrus 
fruits to the processors. 

Mr. Varn is a member of the St. Lucie County Farm 
Bureau and Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of 
Commerce. A Democrat in politics, he was elected by 
landowners as a member of North St. Lucie County 
River Drainage District and served several years, from 
1942 to 1952. He is a member of Elks Lodge #1520 of 
Ft. Pierce, the Pelican Yacht Club, and St. Andrews 
Episcopal Church at Fort Pierce in which he has served 
as vestryman. His work is his hobby. 

At Bushnell, Florida, on January 12, 1932, Myron 
MacFie Varn married Jean Powell Farabee, daughter 
of Samuel Howard and Jennie Mabel (Powell) Farabee, 
who was born at Raleigh, North Carolina, October 11, 
1911. Her father came to Florida from Hickory, North 
Carolina, in 1921, and established the Lakeland Evening 
Ledger at Lakeland, Florida. Mrs. Varn is a past 
member of Poinciana Garden Circle and is active in 
St. Ann’s Guild. For several years she was active in 
Girl Scout and Cub organizations. Mr. and Mrs. Varn 
are the parents of four children: 

1. Samuel Farabee Varn, born August 18, 1933, at 
Winter Haven, now a Lieutenant in the Air Force sta- 
tioned at Keesler Air Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi. 

2. Stephanie MacFie Varn Kite, born July 19, 1936, 
at Tampa, Florida, who married James Chester Kite. 
They live in Port Arthur, Texas, and have a daughter, 
Catherine Jean. 

3. Myron MacFie Varn, Jr., born May 19, 1941, at Fort 
Pierce, a freshman at Georgia Military College this year 
(1959). 

4. Robert Stewart Varn, born November 25, 1955, at 
Fort Pierce. 


JOHN V. RHOADS 


Head of the John V. Rhoads Construction Company 
of West Palm Beach, which he founded in 1952, Mr. 
Rhoads has been in the construction business in Flor- 
ida since 1945. At present most of his work is devoted 
to the Pratt and Whitney Research plant and to the 
development of Florida. 

Born in Middletown, Ohio, July 26, 1926, son of 
the late Bennville E. and Louella (Moon) Rhoads, he 
attended the public schools of Middletown and en- 
listed in the United States Navy in 1943, serving for 
the duration of World War II in the central and north- 
ern Pacific theater of operations with the rank of 
Machinist Third Class. 

As soon as he was released from the Navy Mr. 
Rhoads came to West Palm Beach and began a four 
year apprenticeship with various local contractors, 
starting as a carpenter and working up through vari- 


ous steps of the construction business, until he felt 
qualified to set up his own company. 

He is a member and served on the board of direc- 
tors of the Florida East Coast Chapter of the Associ- 
ation of General Contractors of America, a member of 
Post #12 of the American Legion and of the Forty- 
and-Eight. 4 

Mr. Rhoads was married twice. By his first wife, 
Jeanette Shannon, he has two children: John and 
Janet. On December 4, 1959, he married Marjorie 
Garcia of West Palm Beach, who has four children by 
a previous marriage: Ramona, Edward, Angela and 
Carmen. 


WILLIAM E. BRANT 


The Honorable William E. Brant, Mayor of the Town 
of Lake Park and a Judge ad litem of the Small Claims 
Court of Palm Beach County, is a young man to be 
the bearer of such imposing titles. He was born in 
Greencastle, Pennsylvania, May 24, 1926, son of the 
late Harry Brant, a merchant of Greencastle who died 
in 1944, and Anna (Brewbaker) Brant, who maintains 
her residence in Greencastle. 

William E. Brant graduated from Greencastle High 
School in 1944. As soon as he was old enough, in 1944, 
he entered the United States Army and served for the 
remainder of World War II in the Mediterranean the- 
ater as technical sergeant in Public Relations. After 
the war he entered New York University and gradu- 
ated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1951; then took 
up the study of law at Rutgers University, Newark, 
New Jersey, where he received his Bachelor of Laws 
degree in 1955. 

Coming to Palm Beach County in 1955, he was ad- 
mitted to the Florida bar June 4, 1956, and established 
himself in a general practice of law. He was appointed 
a Judge ad litem of the Small Claims Court of Palm 
Beach County in 1956 and elected Mayor of Like Park 
in 1960, having established his residence in Lake Park 
in February 1957. 

He is a member of the Florida Bar and the Palm 
Beach County Bar Association, the Lions Club of 
North Palm Beach Village, and the American Legion. 

He was married in Italy in 1946 to Helene Cordes, 
daughter of Frederick and Helen (Lafrentz) Cordes of 
Saugerties, New York, where she was born. She grad- 
uated from Saugerties High School and attended the 
University of Florida. During World War IJ she ws a 
member of the Women’s Army Corps in Italy and 
subsequently was transferred to the Civil Service. 
Mayor and Mrs. Brant have a daughter, Bonnie, born 
in Leghorn (Livorno), Italy, September 7, 1947, now 
a student at Riviera Junior High School. 


JACK W. STEPHENS, JR. 


The Stephens Construction Company, Inc. of West 
Palm Beach, of which Jack W. Stephens, Jr. is now 
president, was founded by his grandfather, Thomas H. 
Stephens, a native of England, who was a builder in 
Toronto, Canada, from 1906 to 1914. He came to West 
Palm Beach in 1914 and established the Newlon-Ste- 
phens Construction Company. T. H. Stephens built 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, West Palm Beach, the 
Town Hall in Palm Beach, and many beautiful resi- 
dences in that town. He also built the oldest bridge in 
the state at Boca Raton and one at Fort Myers. He 
died in 1943. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Jack W. Stephens, Sr., son of Thomas H., also born 
in England, was educated in the public schools of West 
Palm Beach, at Rollins College and at Georgia Tech. 
He took over the Stephens Construction Company in 
1925 and operated it until 1956, building many public 
buildings and residences in Palm Beach County. He 
died May 16, 1960. 

His widow, Camille Taylor Stephens, is the daughter 
of Rollo D. Taylor, still living at the age of 85, whose 
father, George M. Taylor, moved from Pennsylvania 
to Marion County, Florida, and came to Palm Beach 
with Henry Flagler prior to 1900. R. D. Taylor also 
came to Palm Beach with the Florida East Coast Rail- 
road before 1900. In 1903 he went to Daytona Beach 
and operated a movie theatre there. He returned to 
Palm Beach for the Florida East Coast Railroad in 
1906 or 1907. In 1917 he was elected Town Clerk and 
Tax Collector and served in this capacity until 1923, 
when he took the job of electrical inspector and his 
wife, Myrtle (Lett) Taylor, took over his unexpired 
term as Town Clerk and completed it. She died in 
1929. Mr. Taylor was also a School Trustee of Palm 
Beach. 

Born in Palm Beach October 22, 1928, Jack W. Ste- 
phens, Jr. attended the public schools, including Palm 
Beach High School; then Castle Heights Military Acad- 
emy, Lebanon, Tennessee, and graduated with a Bach- 
elor of Science degree in Engineering from the Virginia 
Military Institute in the class of 1950. At the outbreak 
of the Korean War, in June 1950, he enlisted with the 
rank of Second Lieutenant and spent four years in 
Korea, serving until August of 1954 as company com- 
mander of the 45th Infantry Division, and was pro- 
moted to First Lieutenant. 

After the war he entered the Stephens Construction 
Company and, on his father’s retirement in 1956, as- 
sumed the presidency of the company. £ 

Mr. Stephens is a member of the National Associa- 
tion of Home Builders, Palm Beach Chapter, the As- 
sociated General Contractors of America, and the West 
Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce. 

On February 1, 1956, he married Kathleen S. Sul- 
livan, daughter of John Craig Sullivan and Bessie 
Wright Sullivan of Granite City, Illinois, and a grad- 
uate of Granite City High School. 


ROBERT DALE CLINE, O.D. 


Although still very young in his profession and as a 
resident of the State of Florida, as well as in actual 
years, Dr. Robert Dale Cline, Optometrist of West 
Palm Beach, has made a favorable impression on his 
professional associates and fellow citizens, as evidenced 
by the fact that he was president of the Toastmasters’ 
Club of West Palm Beach in 1959 and was elected 
president of the Florida East Coast Optometric Asso- 
ciation in May 1960. 

Born in Columbus, Ohio, August 14, 1932, he is a 
son of Earl and Melissa (Fleming) Cline. Following 
his graduation from West High School in Columbus, 
Ohio, he entered the United States Navy in the Korean 
War in 1951 and served with the rank of Petty Officer 
Third Class in the Mediterranean. 

After his return to civilian life he entered Ohio 
State University and graduated in the class of 1957 
with a Bachelor of Scierce degree in Optometry. He 
was admitted to practice the profession of Optometry 
in the State of Ohio in 1957 and in the State of Florida 


in 1958, having taken up his residence in West Palm 
Beach in 1957. 

As already indicated, he is a member and now pres- 
ident of the Florida East Coast Optometric Association 
and a member of the Toastmasters’ Club of West Palm 
Beach. Sports in general provide his recreation. 

Dr. Cline married Bonnie Mae Gralin, who was born 
in Chicago, Illinois, April 8, 1942, daughter of Roman 
and Marcella Gralin. 


ARTHUR RAY ROEBUCK, JR. 


The junior member of the law firm of Roebuck and 
Roebuck of West Palm Beach comes from a family of 
Florida pioneers. His grandfather, William Adams Roe- 
buck, born in Brooks County, Georgia, August 1, 1859, 
was brought to Florida in his infancy and grew up 
to be a farmer and cattleman. He also was captain of 
a steamboat on the Kissimmee River for several years. 

Arthur Ray Roebuck, Sr. has been prominent in the 
public life of Palm Beach County for many years and 
is still practicing law at the age of 75. Born in Winter 
Park, Florida, June 28, 1886, he moved to Ethel in 
Lake County as a very small boy and from there to 
Bassinger in 1895 when he was nine years old. He at- 
tended local country schools and graduated from Nor- 
mal School at the old academy of Stetson University. 
On March 4, 1909, he married Myrtle Pauline Chandler, 
who was born at Chuluota, Florida, and took up his 
residence in Stuart. In December 1910 he moved to 
West Palm Beach, where he was made Deputy Tax 
Collector and served in that office from January 1911 
to September 1913. At that time he took up the study 
of law at Stetson University and received his Bachelor 
of Laws degree on June 10, 1915. Admitted to the 
Florida bar that year, he practiced law in West Palm 
Beach from 1915 to 1927, during which period he was 
elected Prosecuting Attorney of Palm Beach County, 
in 1916, and served in that office until January 1925, 
when he refused to run again. In 1928 he moved to 
Jupiter and lived there five years, returning to West 
Palm Beach in 1933. Elected City Commissioner of West 
Palm Beach in May 1935, he served until January 1940. 
Meanwhile, in January 1937, he resumed his law prac- 
tice in which he is still active. 

Arthur Ray Roebuck, Jr. was born in West Palm 
Beach December 17, 1922. He graduated from Palm 
Beach High School in 1942 and attended John B. Stet- 
son University until April 1943, when he entered the 
United States Army and served in three branches— 
the Infantry, the Air Corps and the Ordnance Depart- 
ment—part of the time in the European theater, until 
honorably discharged November 1, 1945. On his return 
from the Army he re-entered Stetson University and 
received his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1950 and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1952, Admitted to practice 
law in Florida in March 1950, he has been associated 
with his father’s firm of Roebuck and Roebuck since 
then. 

Mr. Roebuck is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation, the Florida State Bar Association, the Palm 
Beach County Bar Association, Phi Alpha Delta law 
fraternity, Sigma Nu fraternity, and the West Palm 
Beach Junior Chamber of Commerce. He has a small 
ranch on which he raises Brahman and Red Pele cattle. 

On July 22, 1950, in West Palm Beach he married 
Norma Eells, daughter of Howard A. and Sadie (Ev- 
erett) Eells of West Palm Beach. She graduated from 
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St. Ann’s High School in 1944, from Palm Beach Junior 
College in 1946, attended Stetson University in 1947- 
48 and graduated from the University of Florida in 1949 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree. She belonged to the 
Philo Club at Junior College and became a member of 
Alpha Zi Delta sorority at Stetson. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Ray Roebuck, Jr. now have four children, all born in 
West Palm Beach: 

1. Arthur Ray Roebuck, III, born March 16, 1952. 

2. Pamela Jo, born April 27, 1953. 

3. Patricia Ann, born August 29, 1958. 

4. Matthew Chandler, born November 7, 1960. 


HARRY TROTSKY 


A plumbing and heating contractor in West Palm 
Beach since 1950, Harry Trotsky has been in this line 
of business twenty-five years, starting in Camden, 
New Jersey, in 1935. 

Son of Philip and Anna (Wass) Trotsky, he was born 
in Sagamore, Pennsylvania, October 5, 1919. His family 
moved to Camden, New Jersey, in 1929, and Harry 
graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School in Cam- 
den in 1933, and from the Camden County Vocational 
School, where he took the plumbing, heating and steam 
fitting course, in 1934. He was first employed by Wil- 
liam Kelly, plumbing and heating contractor of Cam- 
den, New Jersey, and later by several other plumbers 
and heating contractors there. 

From 1941 to 1945 he served in the second World 
War as a technical sergeant in the United States Army, 
first assigned to the 77th Infantry Division and later 
to the 7th Infantry Division, and took part in action 
in the Pacific theater for which his unit received sev- 
eral citations. 

After the war, in 1945, Mr. Trotsky came to West 
Palm Beach and for the first five years there worked 
for several local contractors. In 1950 he established his 
own plumbing and heating firm at 432 Southern Boule- 
vard. 

He is a member of the Associated General Contrac- 
tors of America, the National Association of Master 
Plumbers, the Palm Coast Home Builders, the Civitan 
Club of West Palm Beach, and American Legion Post 
#12. His family are members of St. Juliana Catholic 
Church. Bowling, swimming and horseback riding are 
his favorite recreations. 

Mr. Trotsky was married in the army chapel at Jack- 
son, South Carolina, April 26, 1942, to Olga Yurkiewicz, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alozy Yurkiewicz of Cam- 
den, New Jersey, and a graduate of Camden High 
School. They have two children: 

1. Tadzui, born March 8, 1944, at Camden, New Jer- 
sey, now a student at Forest Hills High School. 

2. Jacqueline, born October 4, 1946, in West Palm 
Beach, a student at Conniston Junior High School. 


CECIL R. BLAKE 


Formerly Mayor of Lake Clarke Shores, Cecil R. 
Blake has been a Certified Public Accountant since 
1951 and is a member of the aecounting firm of Quen- 
tin and Blake in West Palm Beach. 

He was born in Garnsey, Alabama, July 14, 1916, son 
of Richard W. and Grace (Lewis) Blake. His father, 
who was a foreman in an ore mine, died in 1937; his 
mother is living in Columbus, Georgia. Cecil graduated 


from Jones Valley High School in Birmingham in 1932 


and went to work as a timekeeper in a tin-plate mill 
in Birmingham, where he remained one year. For the 
next five years he was a clerk in the commissary store 
of United States Steel Company. During this time he 
took night courses in Accounting and in 1939 took a 
position as junior accountant with F. Hopkinson Smith 
and Company, Certified Public Accountants, in Bir- 
mingham. 

In December 1942 he entered the United States Army 
Air Force and served as a bombardier on a B-32 in 
the Pacific until November 1945. After the war he re- 
turned to F. Hopkinson Smith and Company and in 
time became a senior accountant, continuing there 
until 1948, when he moved to Tampa, Florida, and 
worked for a Certified Public Accountant named Jim 
Quinn. In June 1949 he came to West Palm Beach and 
was associated with Lee Shepard, C.P.A., until 1953. 
During this time he took the Florida State examina- 
tion, passed the requirements, and became a Certified 
Public Accountant in 1951. In 1953 he and Lawrence 
D. Quentin formed the partnership of Quentin and 
Blake. 

Mr. Blake is a member of the American Institute of 
Accountants, the Florida Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, the Exchange Club of West Palm Beach, 
of which he is president for 1959-60, the American 
Legion Post #12, the Y.M.C.A. and the First Baptist 
Church of West Palm Beach. He was elected Mayor of 
Lake Clarke Shores in 1959. Golf and fishing are his 
recreations. 

At Birmingham, Alabama, on March 20, 1948, Cecil 
R. Blake married Minnie Owen, daughter of Roy D. 
and Winnie (Cowen) Owen. She is a graduate of Besse- 
mer High School, Birmingham, and attended the Uni- 
versity of Alabama for three years. Mr. and Mrs. Blake 
now have two children, born in West Palm Beach: 
Barbara, on September 21, 1953; Martha Virginia, on 
August 15, 1955. 


ROBERT C. BROWN 


In the construction and building field in Palm Beach 
County since 1936, Robert C. Brown is owner of Rob- 
ert C. Brown Construction Company, general contrac- 
tors; president of Brown and Cushman Construction 
Company, Inc., builders and developers; and president 
of Brown and Cushman Homes, Inc., with offices in 
Riviera Beach and in West Palm Beach. 

His father was Ray E, Brown, a farmer and stock 
dealer in Lancaster, Ohio, who died in 1956. His mother, 
Winnie Snodgrass Brown Test, now resides in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, Born in Washington C. H., Ohio, August 
9, 1917, Robert C. Brown graduated from Lancaster 
(Ohio) High School in 1936 and came to West Palm 
Beach that winter. 

Entering the construction and building industry, he 
was employed by various well-known construction 
firms in Palm Beach County until 1941, when he en- 
tered the United States Air Force as a buck private. 
He served in the European theater of World War II 
until 1945, advancing to the rank of sergeant, and re- 
ceived several citations and ribbons and two bronze 
stars. 

Following his return from military service, Mr. 
Brown re-entered the construction field and finally, 
in 1948, established Robert C, Brown Construction 
Company. In 1956 he became associated with others in 
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land development and the construction of homes as 
president of Brown and Cushman Construction Com- 
pany, Inc, 

Taking a leading position in business and civic 
groups, Mr. Brown is first vice president of the Palm 
Beach County Resources and Development Board, 
chairman of the Advisory Committee of Palm Beach 
County Certification and License Law, a member of 
the Joint Cooperative Council of Palm Beach County, 
past president of the Home Builders Association of 
Palm Beach County, past area vice president of the 
Florida State Home Builders Association, a national 
director of the National Association of Home Builders, 
and past president of the Florida East Coast Chapter 
of the Associated General Contractors. He is also a 
past president of the Exchange Club of North Palm 
Beach County, a former member of the United States 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, a member of American 
Legion Post #12, Harmonia Lodge #138, F. and A, M. 
of West Palm Beach, Lodge #2069 B.P.O. Elks of Rivi- 
era Beach, and the Methodist Church. 


He was married at West Palm Beach to Marilyn Jane 
Robson, daughter of Clair Robson and the late Clara 
Robson of New Kensington, Pennsylvania, and a grad- 
uate of Palm Beach High School, Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
are the parents of five children, all born in West Palm 
Beach: 


1. Robert Daniel, born October 6, 1950. 
2. Candice Lynn, born October 6, 1952. 
3. Terrell Clair, born February 12, 1954. 
4. Scott Donald, born April 22, 1957. 

5. Lisa Ray, born July 29, 1958, 


Mr. Brown’s office is located at 1014 Commercial 
Street, Riviera Beach, and his residence at 500 Anchor- 
age Drive in the village of North Palm Beach. 


° 


JAMES E. and JOHN E, ASHLEY 


The first twins born in Martin County, Florida, 
James E. and John E. Ashley, sons of Leon E. and Edna 
Gloeckler Ashley, were born in Stuart November 1, 
1926. Their father, who died in 1946, was formerly with 
the United States Government in the Department of 
the Interior. Their mother is living in Stuart. 

Both were active in the Boy Scouts of America, 
attaining the rank of Eagle Scout. They and their 
childhood companions were the first in the area to 
explore the shallow ocean floor with homemade face 
masks, similar to those used today. They were grad- 
uated from Stuart High School and joined the Navy 
in 1944. 


After World War II their paths diverged for about 
thirteen years. James entered Georgia School of Tech- 
nology in Atlanta, School of Architecture, and grad- 
uated in 1949 with a Bachelor of Science degree. Con- 
tinuing his studies there, he received a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree in 1950, then moved to Palm 
Beach, where he is carrying on a general practice of 
architecture from offices on South County Road. 

During the Korean War he served again in the Navy 
in an aircraft carrier, operating off the Korean coast. 
He was separated from the Navy with the rank of 
Lieutenant. 

James has some beautiful large residences as well 
as other structures to his credit. He is a member of the 
American Institute of Architects, the Florida Associ- 


ation of Architects, secretary of the Islanders Club of 
Palm Beach, former Scout Master of Troop #112 of 
Palm Beach, and is Executive Officer of local Naval 
Reserve Construction Battalion. 


Being a lover of the water, he is still interested in 
skin diving and spends many hours under water in this 
ever popular Florida sports He is also a private pilot. 
His Church is the Christian Science. 


In 1961 James married Evelyn V. Navarro and they 
moved into their home on Ocean Terrace, Palm Beach. 


John Ashley took up his studies again at Missouri 
School of Mines and graduated from the School of 
Metallurgy in 1949 with a Bachelor of Science degree. 
He continued his education at the University of Hous- 
ton on a night school basis, while employed in the 
metallurgical laboratory of Reed Roller Bit Company, 
and graduated in 1957 with a Master’s degree in Me- 
chanical Engineering. 

It was not until Pratt and Whitney opened their 
research and development plant in Palm Beach County 
that John was able to come back to Florida to work 
and live in his favorite spot on the earth. His title at 
Pratt and Whitney is Senior Test Engineer. 


He also is interested in Boy Scout work and is an 
ardent golfer, fisher, skin diver, and a private pilot. 
His church also is the Christian Science. 


EDWARD W. FLANAGAN 


Owner of a jewelry store on exclusive Worth Ave- 
nue in Palm Beach since 1953, Edward W. Flanagan 
has been in this business in the Palm Beach area for 
twenty-five years. 

He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, November 26, 
1906, son of Edward and Fanny (Connolly) Flanagan. 
His mother is still living in Cincinnati, where his 
father, who was a merchant in that city, died in 1950. 
Edward graduated from Hughes High School, Cincin- 
nati, in 1925 and attended the University of Cincinnati 
for three years. 

Coming to Florida in 1935, he settled in West Palm 
Beach and became established as a salesman of jewelry 
and allied items. After eighteen years of experience in 
this line of business he opened his own store in Palm 
Beach, where he has enjoyed the discriminating pat- 
ronage of that locality and has built up a successful 
business. 

Mr. Flanagan took time out from his business to 
serve in the United States Air Force in World War II. 
He is a member of the Palm Beach Rotary Club, the 
Sailfish Club, and the Ninety-Nine Club of Palm 
Beach, and of the Episcopal Church. Fishing and boat- 
ing are his favorite leisure-time activities. 

In Chicago on July 2, 1938, Mr. Flanagan married 
Shirley Hardee, a member of the pioneer Hardee fam- 
ily of North Florida and native of Levy County, where 
there is a town named for the family. Her father, 
Emmett R. Hardee, a rancher and farmer of Chiefland, 
died in 1950, but her mother, Laura (Beauchamp) Har- 
dee, is still living in Chiefland at this writing, aged 
eighty-eight. Mrs. Flanagan is a graduate of Chiefland 
High School. She and Mr, Flanagan are the parents of 
two children, born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Shirley Jean, born October 2, 1942, who graduated 
from Palm Beach High School this year (1960). 

2. Edward W. Flanagan, Jr., born July 3, 1950, now a 
student at the South Olive Elementary School. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


FRANCES W. HENDERSON 


The first woman to have had a college preparatory 
background in the field of real estate, Frances W. Hen- 
derson of West Palm Beach received her Florida license 
as a real estate operator in September 1940 at the age 
of twenty-one and has been successfully carrying on 
in this line of business since then, with the exception 
of some time out during the war years, 

As Frances Watkins she was born in Sioux City, 
Iowa, August 14, 1919, daughter of Milo D. and Ethel 
Gale Watkins, both now residents of Hollywood, Flor- 
ida. Her father is a retired General Motors executive. 

Frances graduated from Shortridge High School in 
Indianapolis in 1936 and in 1940, with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Business Administration, from Indi- 
ana University, where she majored in Real Estate, The 
family had moved to Fort Lauderdale in 1937. Frances 
followed as soon as she had completed her college 
course and, as already stated, received her Florida 
license that fall. 

During the first year of her career she was a real 
estate saleswoman in Fort Lauderdale. On August 2, 
1941, she married Lieutenant Colonel Charles B. Hen- 
derson of the United States Air Corps, son of John T, 
and Louise (Whitby) Henderson of Fort Lauderdale. 
Mr. Henderson graduated from the David Allderdice 
High School in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1935, and 
from Pennsylvania State University in 1939 with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, Entering the Army Air Corps 
in 1940, he served as a pilot in the South Pacific dur- 
ing World War II and was honorably discharged in 
June 1948 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

During the war Mrs. Henderson’s business career 
was necessarily suspended while she followed her hus- 
band. Her first child, Steven L.,.was born at Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, December 18, 1943; her second, 
Frances Gale Henderson, was born at Ihdianapolis, 
Indiana, April 7, 1945. Both are now students at For- 
est Hills High School in West Palm Beach. 

Mrs. Henderson resumed her real estate operations 
in West Palm Beach in 1951 and in 1956 opened her 
own office at 4908 South Dixie Highway. Her husband 
joined as an associate in 1957, She is a member of the 
National Association of Real Estate Boards, the Na- 
tional Institute of Real Estate Brokers, the Florida 
Association of Realtors, and the West Palm Beach 
Board of Realtors, of which she is the first woman 
president, serving in 1960-61. In September, 1960, she 
was appointed to the West Palm Beach Planning Board 
—the first woman to receive that appointment. Mr. 
Henderson is Associate Vice-President of District #3 
of the Florida Association of Realtors for 1959-60 and 
is an associate member of the other real estate organi- 
zations of which his wife is a member. 

Mrs. Henderson is also a member of the International 
Traders Club, Traders Pit 1-16 of West Palm Beach; 
the Dale Carnegie Institute; the Indiana University 
Alumni Association; Pi Beta Phi national women’s fra- 
ternity; and the Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit, 
West Palm Beach, where both she and her husband 
sing in the choir, Mr, Henderson belongs to Kappa 
Sigma national fraternity. Both are members of the 
Cotillion Club of West Palm Beach. 


LILLIE C. RYAN 


A successful real estate broker in West Palm Beach 
since 1944, Mrs. Lillie C. Ryan is a woman worthy of 


note, and one who is in a habit of attaining her ob- 
jective. 

One of eleven children of L. R. and Emma Eudora 
(Grantham) Helms, she was born in Barbour County, 
Alabama, August 18, 1900. She graduated from Blue 
Springs High School, Alabama, and attended the Uni- 
versity of Alabama. When ,nly a sophomore in high 
school she passed the teacher’s examination of the 
Alabama State Board of Education. Her teaching was 
of limited duration, however. 

When she first married, in 1923, she came to Cocoa, 
Florida, where she made her first venture into the 
field of real estate, but she returned to Birmingham, 
Alabama, in 1924 and did not come back to Florida 
until ten years later. In 1934 she came to Pahokee, 
Florida, and was there until 1938, when she finally 
settled in West Palm Beach and became established 
as a real estate broker in 1944, 


A humorous write-up of Lillie Ryan appeared in 
the Chicago Daily Tribune of March 26, 1957, in 
Thomas Morrow’s “By the Way” column. According 
to this story, Mrs. Ryan had a cotton plantation in 
Dothan, Alabama, before she came to Florida to stay; 
her decision to come here was influenced by President 
F. D. Roosevelts “fixin’ to give away little home 
places;” and when she had some trouble with a fed- 
eral government employee who was trying to take her 
land from her, and complained to the F.BI., F.D.R. 
gallantly came to her rescue with a telegram to the 
offending employee, saying in effect: “Leave that 
woman alone!” Also, according to this story, she raised 
chickens, fighting off the rattlesnakes who fancied a 
chicken diet, and is quoted as saying reminiscently, 
“One day I was carrying some eggs when a whipsnake 
ran right between my legs, and I never broke an egg!” 
She also raised racing dogs and built a motel. The 
motel came after she got started in the real estate 
business, which she did at the suggestion of a doctor 
friend. When she made $8,700 the first month, she 
said, “Lord, I thank thee—How long have you had 
this going?” 

Mrs. Ryan was the first woman to serve on the 
Florida District Federal Grand Jury, held in Miami. 
She is a member of the West Palm Beach Chamber of 
Commerce and one of the original members of the 
West Palm Beach Coffee Club. A devoted member of 
the First Methodist Church of West Palm Beach, she 
is on the Official Board and the Stewards and Finance 
Committee of that church, as well as chairman of 
Circle Two in the Wesleyan Service Guild. She is also 
a member of the Rebekahs and the Royal Neighbors 
of America, in both of which organizations she has 
held offices. She is now serving as chairman of District 
#1, Women’s Democratic Club of Palm Beach County. 

By her first marriage, to A. L. Creel, Mrs. Ryan has 
three beautiful daughters who are great-granddaugh- 
ters of General Robert E. Lee and wives of college 
men, all with master’s degrees. 

Jane Delores Creel, born in Cocoa, Florida, gradu- 
ated from Palm Beach High School and from business 
college in Atlanta, Georgia. She married W. H. Puttick 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota, who has a master’s degree 
from the University of Florida. He served in the sec- 
ond World War as a captain in the Army in the Euro- 
pean theater of operations, and is now a retired major. 
Jane and her husband have a son, Randall Puttick. 

Emma Christine Creel, born in Alabama, graduated 
from West Palm Beach High School and from a Palm 
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DHE EAST COAST, OF FLORIDA 


Beach beautician school. She married Elroy Beneke, 
regional chain merchandiser for the Nestle Company 
with headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia, where they 
make their home. Mr. Beneke received his master’s 
degree from the University of Michigan. He was an 
Air Force captain and pilot in World War II in the 
Pacific, now on the inactive list of the Army Air 
Force. Emma Christine and Elroy have a daughter, 
Susan Carol Beneke. 

Elizabeth Amelia Creel, born in Pahokee, Florida, 
graduated from Palm Beach High School and attended 
the University of Georgia. She married Ralph Kardas, 
a graduate of Wesleyan University, Middletown, Con- 
necticut, who also has a master’s degree, and is now 
with Pratt and Whitney Aircraft in Palm Beach 
County. 

Mrs. Ryan was married to Charles J. Ryan in June, 
1950. 


JEROME HARDCASTLE PENNOCK 


Palm Beach is home for Jerome H. Pennock, although 
he was born in New York City, December 16, 1920. 
Even as a winter visitor to this area for a number of 
years, he went through all of the undergraduate grades 
in the local public school system and graduated from 
Palm Beach High School in 1939, Then he attended the 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, 
where, in 1943, he received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Economics, with a Major in Life Insurance. 

After three years in the United States Air Corps 
during World War II, he joined the Penn Mutual Life 
Insurance Company’s Home Office Agency in Phila- 
delphia, In 1950 Mr. Pennock received the professional 
designation of Chartered Life Underwriter. He has 
taken an active interest in organizations of his profes- 
sion, serving on the Boards of the Philadelphia chap- 
ters of Chartered Life Underwriters, Estate Planning 
Council, and the Association of Life Underwriters. In 
1955 he was elected President of the Philadelphia As- 
sociation of Life Underwriters, Always a substantial 
producer of life insurance, Mr. Pennock is a life 
member of the Million Dollar Round Table. 

During the fourteen years Jerome Pennock was in 
business in Philadelphia, he took extended winter va- 
cations at the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Hardcastle Pennock, built at 137 Sea Spray Avenue in 
1922. This was the winter residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pennock, Sr., until his death in 1934, at which time 
Mrs. Pennock made it the permanent home for herself 
and her daughter, Lois, and son, Jerome. 

H. Hardcastle Pennock was one of America’s leading 
Life Underwiters during the twenties and early thirties, 
with his primary office in New York City, but with 
countrywide insurance activity. 

Jerome Pennock followed his father’s footsteps, not 
only in the choice of vocation but also in developing a 
large geographical area of operation. In 1959 Jerome 
Pennock moved his major office to 235 South County 
Road, Palm Beach, but continues his northern services 
through his Philadelphia office, which he has main- 
tained. Life insurance is his sole specialized field of 
activity. It includes family security programming; es- 
tate and tax planning in cooperation with attorneys 
and accountants and trust officers; business continua- 
tion methods for partnerships and close corporations; 
and deferred compensation and pension plans for busi- 
nesses. 

Mr, Pennock was married: in 1946 at Bethesda-by- 


the-Sea Episcopal Church to Peggy Page, daughter of 
Walter and Elizabeth Gaines Page, both deceased. 
Peggy Page graduated from high school in Hopkins- 
ville, Kentucky, and attended the University of Mis- 
souri and Agnes Scott College at Decatur, Georgia. 
Mr, and Mrs. Pennock are the parents of two children: 
Clyde Hardcastle Pennaek, born February 26, 1951, 
and Carol Gaines Pennock, born December Ae l955: 
Mr. Pennock is a member of the Union League of 
Philadelphia and the Sailfish Club of Palm Beach. 


E. G. GREEN 


One of the most successful and prominent real estate 
brokers in the state of Florida is E. G. Green of Palm 
Beach, who recently transacted what is reportedly the 
largest all-cash deal recorded in Broward County, the 
sale of 2,340 feet of oceanfront land just south of Pom- 
pano Beach for $2,070,000. The property was owned by 
the estate of Amie Guest, of which Howard Phipps is 
executor. It was sold to eleven unrelated investors. 

Son of the late Edward Green and Marie Reilly 
Green, who resides in Palm Beach, E. G. Green was 
born in Brooklyn, New York, October 9, 1917. His 
father, formerly treasurer of Colgate Palm-Olive Peet 
Company, died in 1957. 

E, G. Green graduated from Mineola High School, 
Long Island, New York, in 1933, and from New York 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1937, For 
the next four years he was president of E. G. Green 
and Son of New York City, which engaged in the 
business of Management and Reorganization. 


Entering the United States Army as a private in 1941, 
he served in both the Pacific and European theaters of 
World War II and was promoted to the rank of Major. 
From 1946 to 1951 he was president of the Colonial 
Press, a printing plant in New York City. Recalled to 
serve in the Korean War in 1951, he was stationed at 
Thule, Greenland, and advanced to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel. 

Following his second return to civilian life in 1953, 
Mr. Green became Florida sales manager for Previews, 
Inc, of New York, located in Palm Beach, and held 
this position until 1955, when he entered the real estate 
business for himself, opening an office at 205 Worth 
Avenue, Palm Beach. 

In New York City on August 20, 1949, E, G. Green 
married Ann Devlin of East Williston, Long Island, 
New York, daughter of Frank Devlin and Gertrude 
Bond Devlin. Mrs. Green graduated from Roslyn, Long 
Island, High School, attended Mount Holyoke College 
in Massachusetts, and received an M.A. degree in Ed- 


. ucation from New York University. Mr. and Mrs. 


Green have three children: - 

1. Edward, born in Mineola, New York, May 31, 1950. 

2. Ellen Ann, born at the United States Military 
Academy, West Point, New York, October 16, 1951, 

3. Frank Devlin, born in West Palm Beach May 20, 
1956. 

Edward and Ellen attend Palm Beach private school. 

Mr. Green is a member of the National Board of 
Realtors and Brokers Institute, Palm Beach Board of 
Realtors, Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, the 
Y.M.C.A. and the F.O.P.A. of Palm Beach; also a 
member of the Coral Beach Club, the Breakers Golf 
Club, and the 99 Club of Palm Beach, His church is 
the Episcopal; his recreation golf. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


CHARLES NEWTON BOOS 


Founder and president of the Sea-Crest Realty and 
Insurance Agency Company, located in Boynton Beach, 
Charles Newton Boos is also a builder, developer and 
general contractor and is a leader in the real estate 
business in this area of Florida. 

Mr. Boos was born in New Hampton, Iowa, October 
18, 1907, son of Frederick Lewis and Margaret San- 
dusky Boos. His mother was born at Dacora, Iowa, 
March 20, 1878. His father, born in Rockford, Illinois, 
April 30, 1876, was a furniture dealer in New Hampton, 
Iowa. He was also founder and president of the Silver 
State Bank at Denver, Colorado, and had oil lease 
operations in Kansas and Texas. 

Charles Boos graduated from West Des Moines High 
School, Iowa, in 1925, and from the University of Geor- 


gia in Athens, Georgia, Having studied Engineering, 


he was a special engineer for the Ohio Steel Foundry 
Company in Lima, Ohio, and during World War II 
gerved in the Near East and Orient as a construction 
engineer. In 1944 he moved to Florida from Celina, 
Ohio, and established his residence in Lake Worth, 
moving to Boynton Beach in 1949. 

In addition to Sea-Crest Realty and Insurance Agen- 
cy Company, he is president of Sea-Crest Insurance 
Agency, Sea-Crest Homes (a building company), and 
The Boynton Beach Development Company. He is 
founding president and a director of the Boynton Beach 
Board of Realtors, a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Palm Beach County Council of Real Estate 
Boards, district representative of the American Insti- 
tute of Real Estate Brokers, a member of the Florida 
Association of Realtors, the National Association of 
Real Estate Brokers and the International Association 
of Real Estate Brokers. In insurance organizations he 
is president of the Palm Beach County Mutual Insur- 
ance Agents and a member of the Florida Association 
of Mutual Insurance Agents. He is also a fee appraiser 
for banks, insurance companies, and for the State of 
Florida and the State Highway Department. 

In civic organizations he is a past director of Palm 
Beach Resources and Development Board; a member, 
past president and past secretary of the Boynton Beach 
Rotary Club, with a record of sixteen years of perfect 
attendance. He is life member #146 of the American 
Numismatic Association; a member of Boynton Beach 
Lodge, F. and A. M., and a member of the Scottish Rite 
Wonder Lodge #32 of Lake Worth. 

He was married in Lima, Ohio, November 10, 1934, 
to Clarice Margaret Hooks, who was born in Misha- 
waka, Indiana, December 15, 1910, daughter of Jacob 
F, and Mary Ashton Hooks. Mr. and Mrs. Boos are 
members of the First Presbyterian Church of Boynton 
Beach. They have a daughter, Margaret Sue Boos, born 
in Lima, Ohio, December 18, 1936; and a son, Martin 
Franklin Boos, born in Celina, Ohio, February 12, 
1938. 

Mr. Boos has lectured extensively on the subject of 
numismatics, having visited virtually every country 
in the world in studying both real estate practices and 
numismatics and their relationship. 


GEORGE E. MILLER, JR. 


Vice president of the Palm Beach Mortgage Company 
for the past five years, George E. Miller, Jr. has been 
associated with this business since his return from 
military service in the Korean war, and is a director 


and stockholder in the business as well. He is also sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Florida Mortgage Bankers As- 
sociation. 


A native of Florida, as is also his father, he was 
born in Jacksonville, June 9, 1925, His father, George 
E, Miller, Sr., was born in Wellborn, Florida, He was 
in Public Relations for Crandon Drug Company of 
Miami, pioneer druggists in the state of Florida. George 
Jr.’s mother was Mary Elizabeth McDowell of Monti- 
cello, Georgia. Both parents are living in West Palm 
Beach. 

Mr. Miller graduated from Palm Beach High School 
in 1943 and served in the Ninth Air Force as a navi- 
gator and bombardier for the remainder of World War 
II, leaving the service with the rank of First Lieu- 
tenant. Continuing his education, he entered the Uni- 
versity of Florida and graduated in 1949 with the 
degree of Bachelor of Business Administration, For 
one year thereafter he was with the Cohen Brothers 
department store in Jacksonville in their executive 
program, Recalled by the Army Air Force in 1950, he 
served as a pilot in the Korean war until 1953, After 
receiving his honorable discharge, he became associ- 
ated with Charles 'R. Dorsey in the mortgage business, 
and in 1955 was made vice president of the Palm 
Beach Mortgage Company. Since then he has attended 
and graduated from the Northwestern School of Mort- 
gage Banking. 

Mr. Miller is a member of the Florida State Chamber 
of Commerce, the West Palm Beach Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, the West Palm Beach Kiwanis Club 
(downtown), Sigma Alpha Epsilon college fraternity, 
and the First Baptist Church. Fishing and golf are his 
favorite sports. 

He was married at Waco, Texas, December 22, 1950, 
to Barbara Jean McCarthy, daughter of William J. and 
Beatrice L. (Rissier) McCarthy, who reside in Miami. 
Mrs. Miller is a graduate of Miami High School and 
the Florida State College for Women, now the Florida 
State University. The Millers are now the parents of 
four daughters: 

1. Margaret Lynn, born February 13, 1953. 

2. Patty Ann, born August 8, 1954. 

3. Catherine Elizabeth, born October 28, 1955. 

4. Mary Christine, born December 25, 1958. 


V. K. (“BILL”) CUSHMAN 


Active in the insurance, real estate mortgage, land 
development and building business in the Palm Beach 
area, V. K. Cushman is the owner of V. K. Cushman, 
Inc., a general insurance and mortgage loan business 
in West Palm Beach, and is vice president of Brown 
and Cushman Homes, Inc., and Brown and Cushman 
Construction Company of West Palm Beach. He is also 
one of the founders and a vice president and director 
of the General Guaranty Insurance Company of Winter 
Park, and a vice president and director of the Builders 
Mortgage Corporation, a Florida corporation with a 
branch at West Palm Beach. 

A son of Merton L, and Inez (Kelso) Cushman (see 
sketch of brother, Merton J. Cushman), he was born 
in New York City January 28, 1913. He graduated from 
Trinity School, New York City, in 1931 and from Col- 
gate University in 1935, For the next six years he was 
associated with the Cushman Bakery interests in New 
York City. From 1942 to 1944 he served in the United 
States Army in World War II as a Second Lieutenant 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


in the Cavalry, Returning after the war, he went to 
Chicago and was connected with the bakery business 
there for about a year. 


It was in 1946 that he came to West Palm Beach to 
settle and to establish himself in the insurance and 
real estate mortgage loan and building business. In 
1952 V. K. (“Bill”) Cushman and his brother, Merton 
J. Cushman, formed a partnership in land developing 
and building in Palm Beach County and Orange Coun- 
ty, Florida, and in 1954 the Cushmans combined their 
efforts with Robert C. Brown, forming a corporation 
named Brown and Cushman Homes, Inc, 


Bill Cushman is a member of the real estate and in- 
surance boards and the Home Builders Association of 
West Palm Beach; also of the Mortgage Bankers As- 
sociation. In social circles he is a member of the Flo- 
tilla Club and the North Palm Beach Country Club. 
His church is the Baptist. 


He was married in Chicago December 1, 1942, to 
Ruth Vaughan, daughter of William H. and Hazel 
(Crouch) Vaughan of Racine, Wisconsin, a graduate 
of Washington Park University, Racine, and of Miss 
Brown’s Business College, Milwaukee. 


MERTON J. CUSHMAN 


In the home building and mortgage business in the 
Palm Beaches since 1952, associated with his brother, 
V. K. Cushman, Merton J. Cushman is secretary and 
director of Brown and Cushman Homes, Inc., and sec- 
retary of the two allied firms, Brown and Cushman, 
Inc., and Brown and Cushman Construction Company, 
Inc. 

He was born in New York City April 8, 1901, son of 
Merton L, and Inez (Kelso) Cushman. His father was 
a member of a baking firm in New York Cify in which 
the Cushman family were pioneers. He died in 1940, 
Mrs. Inez Cushman is still living in West Palm Beach 
at this writing, aged 84. 

Merton J. Cushman graduated from Trinity Epis- 


-copal School in New York City in 1919 and attended 


the University of Pennsylvania, where he was a mem- 
ber of the crew, in second position, in 1922. For seven- 
teen years, from 1923 to 1940, he was engaged in the 
Cushman family bakery business in New York City. 
After his father’s death he entered the magazine pub- 
lishing business in New York and Boston and con- 
tinued in this line until 1947. 

The Cushmans had been coming to Palm Beach 
County, Florida, since 1908, at which time they ac- 
quired property in Riviera Beach. M, J. Cushman came 
to West Palm Beach to stay in 1947 and operated a 
trailer park in Riviera Beach on the Cushman prop- 
erty, In 1952 he entered the home building and mort- 
gage business and in 1954 became a member of the 
firm of Brown and Cushman Homes, Inc, 

Mr. Cushman is a member of the National Associa- 
tion of Home Builders, the West Palm Beach Chamber 
of Commerce, a charter member of Elks Lodge #2069 
of Riviera Beach, a member of the Flotilla Club, the 
Palm Beach Athletic Club, the New York Athletic 
Club, Phi Kappa Psi college fraternity, and the Baptist 
Church. He was married in Greenwich, Connecticut, 
on March 15, 1947, to Charlotte Bruce, daughter of 
Clyde and Florence (Ourish) Bruce, a graduate of 
Norton (Massachusetts) High School. 


JUDGE GEORGE H. BUTLER 


The Honorable George H. Butler, Judge of the 
Municipal Court of Riviera Beach since 1956 and 
Mayor of Jupiter for 1960-61, has arrived at these po- 
sitions of honor and trust through hard work and 
perseverance. He has always been in the forefront of 
all activities that pertain to the welfare of the com- 
munity. 

George Hardin Butler, born October 16, 1921, at 
McAlester, Oklahoma, is named after an ancestor, 
Major Joseph Hardin, who assisted in the establishing 
of American independence as a Major of Minute Men 
in 1776, with service in the Battle of King’s Mountain 
and the Cherokee Expedition of 1776. He also served 
as a member of House of Commons, member of Pro- 
vincial Congress, member of the General Assembly 
and Commissioner on Indian Affairs. Colonel Hardin 
moved from Tyron County, North Carolina, after the 
Revolution and settled in Tennessee, where Hardin 
County was named for him, 


George Butler is one of two children born to Charles 
R. Butler of Kingston, Tennessee, and Edith Helen 
(Collier) Butler of Paducah, Kentucky. They have 
resided in the Four Points area of West Palm Beach 
since 1947, His sister, Mrs. J. Robert Grant, attended 
Palm Beach Junior College and the University of 
Florida, and is also a resident of West Palm Beach. 

George graduated from Kinta High School in Okla- 
homa in 1938. He enlisted in the United States Air 
Force in September, 1942, and was honorably dis- 
charged in September, 1945, having served as radar 
navigator in the Asiatic-Pacific theater of World War 
II, taking part in twenty-two combat missions in the 
China-Burma-India area. 

After his return to civilian life, George Butler en- 
tered Palm Beach Junior College on his G.I. Bill of 
Rights and worked thirty-five hours a week outside of 
school hours to support his wife and young growing 
family, During his time in college he was president of 
the Student Body, editor of the School paper, “The 
Beachcomber,” was a member of an undefeated de- 
bating team, and was elected to membership in Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society and Quill and Scroll Jour- 
nalism Society, He is presently serving as president of 
the Palm Beach Junior College Alumni Association. 

After graduating from Palm Beach Junior College in 
1950, he took up the study of law at the University of 
Miami, attending night classes and working full time 
in the day as Courtroom Clerk under various Circuit 
Judges in the Dade County Circuit Court. He studied 
and observed the actions of some of the finest judges 
and lawyers in the country and came to know the 
intricate working of a courtroom before he started to 
practice law, by serving as clerk in many criminal and 
civil trials. 

In 1954 he received his Bachelor of Laws degree from 
the University of Miami and was admitted to practice 
law in Florida courts on February 1, 1954. He was ap- 
pointed Judge of the Municipal Court of Riviera Beach 
in 1956. During the five years in which he has held 
this office more than 7,000 cases have been adjudicated, 
and this court and its Judge have been complimented 
by many attorneys throughout the area. Judge Butler 
was Special Master in the Palm Beach County Circuit 
Court for the year 1959. 

Married to the former Ann DeRuzzo, daughter of 


[163| 


eee 
Febru aa 


ait to SAU 
bite DOr “oemrtigg § 
~On omit Le rod S66 rh ; 
bet, ohrow Bint uigmetdir sai 
wo: srtiesht only i rad | 
mos off Yo: anne slew oink of 
-qdhtont 
se SOL SY padesdO. ated ashivel nibudt 4yso8D 

TOhoTS Ao hi nuiwen ‘at efapdtntZO “aratholt 
cnueidgley seit ad Daleives ortw jtihvetl daotot soph 
(in\d she ithd. % iiaht ig se adnhunobini weabenth lo 


rig mot a nih ty ott milton! spavvee ‘Aiw QTTT at 
ies yrs oases SF OTRO to heitaen att extort): ed} bith 
otf to wwereber Groaned te veel Ye iedraorda woe 


fidtiuczé Dmatio® a4! 3p.aedamen 2g Iniouiv 
ihre InnaloU esta stettint. to tedeiseicnmoD bee 
‘arte iuifo Lge) iLinodt itwed nowt mowt bever: 
evited Aosbwey ot belie, lum couslevel 

aide 901 Basven anv 
eolied on siod noiblins ext te see ai wh ayiew 


ot b} 
sibYail 


, wn 
hii.) 


solo diBt boy parsons? tenia jo wile 
syn Youd sutaoA dusubid to «woh (49illaD) 


se Baie aval alt si baby 
L 2 seteie aH OL wore 
; as fio) Howskl 
Meow -s oan et bie .6lincl'l 


» 
Onn 


ial to. s 
hadoy 
ont 


font adi 
Eebterystas . deve'd) 
Yo Vuatavanll 
oust? miss! Je Wt y 
“Wi ab lacy? 


A apne bedix 


brig OW 78 cerkas*f 


wD Je 
Seas Moy Pingbsy oy 
ca | a, beteline- oH Beeb «i 
(detorndn eaw fies SEE edaoiade oni 
winit 26 bow1r08 uaived | ZIEL pysthetiiqee Ait, 
YW teins ee Tor nskeord ahlouti-gnamA ont 
Sidteciqn jada owi--cliioat, Bi treg 
rab Weal enr iret 
89 I gee UT isntiivis od (manag zith nahh 

to TEE (Bada ho 98 oie a. “ci Waa lt herald 
lo via Anew oat! s iii Teasvoe his eta. 
Yniwem anpow hid ahiw Pe Taga: or shA Losier 
to fesbitesig 2 
aT" e980 fouda 


eeesd 
oi) Hae 
~iji 4oto'l 
mas ils 
a *HereBive ri 
uhinas Lf 
Leet’ 


Orit as 


ols Iw oth hod noi ytd: 
9b) boleniahitr ne to qodriem 6. «aw “asdanien Lowel 
ih tbh makipeit oF bugle 2avw bas ings yea! 
WG Here bis TiS, a oe tool aoa cle 
io inghiasig ta yal'proe yWaatorg si off ici welled 
avlinitigen’ ininnléA syslisD simul Asesii coteT ont 
e Ryekke shawl dus tale aioth guleulderg Fath, 
to vihevivlicd gt 26 wel Yo Gee! aly gth too! ont SRL 
oid ‘Tet hole rey. be Porat ittyin griban ith og 
jw eiovier ished Lu oko ve cre rad 
buf bude OFC AOD shes viD pear hsikt ot 10 Sigil 


wepliny Hardt gilt to. afar be 
ef: vigil’ ot pau Ar bel tah Hi eticow al Bees 


nd ‘hepies2 oti wihad eo MUS 4 Fo HOw oTertiel 


ive Ieatitthign M4 kIT Asi Ba es BAIT bale Wok ie 


9 selatonss ae 
7 Sis 


erent ywsid anitivinns ie, 


Be -ad/ay sion ob opti) cubes hh Nihenat é 


rete ‘bee | 


46) ow AOONE tink ~WD ato yew 

















































J 


a ey peers Prsciene sd id 

APA. » ’ 
“oti pe uf 

ike, 


WAWNT2UD A norman iG fe 


" 


voritnad gid dtiw boleiocees S28) sonie gor 
bet -yusteteen si aecderD .L coneM tem 
19% bis, 203 ,2eneH aamitzud. bas sent 0 
eran) be maori aro boille owt o@ To.) 

waage ‘yoo bibadtl aatedev bas bahar ie 


wow worl at smeendew (oeleat) seni. 
doidw at YO Ase® wolt ai arf 

OL ci jyaily of zraenaig men 
Hogett calet neo at 


‘et wit candid 
berths baw BERD ‘ai + 


-ittiern 6 apa ofl avec iy» ered 
note KO $8 14 woititog bnosse ai 
i now oe ORCL oF ESCs moh 


wae a | saga 
‘3 5 eal a 
grr» 4 


eae fe 
it, 


} 
+) teaeeey 
tay He xy 


i Ad 


‘gue 


Mae Pa 


THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Mr. and Mrs, Anthony DeRuzzo of West Concord, 
Massachusetts, George and Ann Butler have four 
children: 

1. Charles Kirk, born in 1946. 

2. Wayne Anthony, born in 1948. 

3. Patsy Ann, born in 1950. 

4, Rhett Allen, born in 1952. 

Also active in community affairs, Ann Butler has 
served as a member of the Democratic Executive Com- 
mittee of Palm Beach County and is a past president 
of the Democratic Women’s Club of Palm Beach 
County. 

The Butlers have made their home in Jupiter, Flor- 
ida, since 1958. In April, 1960, George Butler was 
elected Mayor of Jupiter. He has served as vice presi- 
dent of the Jupiter-Tequesta Chamber of Commerce, 
vice president of the Kiwanis Club, a member of Elks 
Lodge #1352 of West Palm Beach, a charter member 
of F. and A. M, Palm Lodge #327, a director of Palm 
Beach County Tubercular and Health Association, past 
president of the Young Democrats of Palm Beach 
County and a past member of the Democratic Execu- 
tive Committee of Palm Beach County, a past member 
of the Jaycees and of the Resources Development 
Board, a member of the United States Power Squadron 
and of the Episcopal Church. 


CARL CASSELL 


The President of the First American Bank of North 
Palm Beach, Carl Cassell has a background of many 
years with banking institutions and is active in bank- 
ing and service organizations, 

Born in New Rochelle, New York, October 8, 1912, 
he graduated from New Rochelle High School in 1931. 
His parents, Ragnhild and Axel Cassell, are both 
deceased. A native of Sweden, his father settled first 
at Boston on coming to this country and later moved 
to New Rochelle. He was an interior and exterior 
decorator. 

In February 1942 Carl Cassell entered the United 
States Navy and served in both the Pacific and At- 
lantic theaters of World War II until December 1945, 
when he was honorably discharged with the rank of 
Petty Officer First Class. 

Entering the American Institute of Banking in New 
York, he graduated in 1946 and commenced his bank- 
ing career in a local bank in New Rochelle. He came 
to the Palm Beaches in 1953 and was affiliated for 
several years with The Bank of Palm Beach and Trust 
Company and later was vice president of the Riviera 
Beach Bank. In June 1959 he was instrumental in the 
opening of the First American Bank of North Palm 
Beach and became its executive vice president, He is 
also a director of the bank, and is president of the 
Florida Gulf Stream Conference of the National Asso- 
ciation of Bankers, Auditors and Comptrollers and a 
member of the Practices and Procedures Committee of 
the Florida Banking Association. 

Mr. Cassell is president of the Rotary Club of North 
Palm Beach, first elected in 1960 and re-elected to 
serve another year. He is an Elder of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of West Palm Beach, where he re- 
sides with his family. 

In New Rochelle, New York, on September 30, 1938, 
Carl Cassell married Lucile Anderson, a graduate of 
New Rochelle High School and of Lasell Junior Col- 
lege at Auburndale, Massachusetts. Mr. and Mrs. 


Cassell have a son and a daughter, both born in New 
Rochelle, New York. 

1. Peter Cassell, born April 21, 1942, graduated from 
Palm Beach High School in 1960 and is entering David- 
son College, North Carolina, in the fall. 

2. Susan Cassell, born March 28, 1947, is a student at 
Conniston Junior High School, West Palm Beach, 


ELMER D. HEDRICK 


Elmer D. Hedrick, president of Coastal Properties 
Corporation and Hedrick-Brown Construction Com- 
pany, both of West Palm Beach, has been in the con- 
struction business for forty years, the last seventeen 
years in Florida, and is a recognized leader in his field. 
He is active in Chamber of Commerce work and other 
civic improvement organizations and is a great hu- 
manitarian. 

Son of Emery T, Hedrick, a native of North Carolina, 
who died in 1926, and of Mittie L. (Conrad) Hedrick, 
also deceased, Elmer D. Hedrick was born at High 
Point, North Carolina, on Christmas Day in 1899. He 
graduated from High Point High School in 1917 and 
attended Catawa College at Newton, North Carolina, 
where he was in the Reserve Officers Training Corps 
during World War I, and also received private tutor- 
ing in engineering and construction. 

His father being a general contractor in High Point, 
North Carolina, Elmer became associated with him in 
business in 1919 or 1920 and continued in the family 
firm for twenty years. In 1940 he came to Fort Lau- 
derdale, Florida, and was there three years, moving to 
West Palm Beach in 1943. During World War II he 
served as a liaison man between the government con- 
tractors and suppliers. 

On December 6, 1945, with seven other stockholders, 
he formed Coastal Properties Corporation as a real 
estate holding company, Soon, however, the demand 
for post-war housing became so great that he could 
not ignore the lure of building. He bought out the 
other stockholders and converted Coastal Properties 
Corporation into a building enterprise. During their 
first year they built about 200 homes. In 1956 and ’57 
they built about 1100 homes, and their future, like 
Florida’s, looks bigger and brighter, 

In addition to being president and chief owner of 
Coastal Properties Corporation, Mr. Hedrick is also 
president of Coastal Service Corporation and Mel- 
bourne Properties Corporation, both real estate hold- 
ing companies. In 1958 Hedrick-Brown Construction 
Company was established, with Elmer Hedrick as pres- 
ident and his brother, H. George Hedrick, as vice 
president. H. George Hedrick is also vice president of 
Coastal Properties Corporation, which specializes in 
prefabricated or package-deal construction. 

Elmer Hedrick is a member and past president of the 
Florida Homebuilders Association, a member of Na- 
tional Home Builders Association, Associated General 
Contractors of America, Palm Beach County Resources 
Development Board, West Palm Beach, Palm Beach 
County and Florida State Chambers of Commerce. He 
is a member and past president of the West Palm Beach 
Exchange Club and was one of the prime organizers 
of a new Exchange Club in South West Palm Beach, 
He is a director of the Palm Beach County Fair, the 
Palm Beach County Resources Development Associa- 
tion, and the Y.M.C.A, of the Palm Beaches, and is an 
active member of the Calvary Methodist Church at 
Lake Worth. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


A tribute was paid to Mr. Hedrick in the All Florida 
Weekly Magazine of February 23, 1958, in the “Florida 
Personalities” series of articles. The following quote 
of a statement made by Mr. Hedrick, taken from this 
article, seems even more apt today in a general sense. 

“It is time we lifted up our heads. It is time we 
appreciated our strength and serviceability and power. 
But our job is only beginning, and a thrilling job it is, 
We have the opportunity, the responsibility, yes, the 
sacred duty of proving for all time that the American 
system of free enterprise, American businessmen doing 
things the American way, can accomplish more than 
any other system on earth.” 

In Irving, Virginia, on June 28, 1922, Elmer Hedrick 
married Octavia Ball, daughter of James B. and Fannie 
(Sullivan) Ball. Mrs. Hedrick graduated from high 
school in Virginia, and attended Mary Washington 
College at Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

A daughter, Frances, was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Hedrick at High Point, North Carolina. She married 
Walter F. Brown, who is secretary-treasurer of Coastal 
Properties Corporation and secretary of MHedrick- 
Brown Construction Company. He graduated from 
Tampa University and served’ in the United States 
Marine Corps in the Pacific theater during World War 
II. Mr, and Mrs. Brown have two children: Walter 
Brown, Jr., born October 4, 1948, and Virginia, born 
June 12, 1955. 


MERLE W. MERCHANT 


Operating a steel erection and mobile crane service 
in West Palm Beach since 1948, excepting his time in 
military service, Merle W. Merchant is a son of the 
late Albert D. Merchant, a pioneer boat captain and 
nurseryman of West Palm Beach, who died in 1952. 
His mother was Hattie Mae Cash, born in Punta Gorda, 
Florida. At the age of seventeen she was one of Flor- 
ida’s youngest school teachers. She graduated from 
Punta Gorda High School, attended Normal School at 
Wauchula, and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Education from the University of Florida. Before her 
marriage she taught in the schools of Florida for over 
ten years and after her retirement was a substitute 
teacher in Palm Beach County Schools. 

Born in West Palm Beach October 19, 1928, Merle 
W. Merchant graduated from Palm Beach County High 
School in the class of 1946, In high school he excelled 
in football and also was the Florida State High School 
Golf Champion in 1946. 

From 1946 to 1948 he was with the United States 
Postal Service in West Palm Beach and then estab- 
lished his present business. He served in the Korean 
War in a Mobile Construction Battalion. (Seabees), 
icD.3, from, 1951 to-1953. 

Mr. Merchant is a director and member of the As- 
sociated General Contractors of America, president of 
the Island Investors, a member of the West Palm Beach 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, the West Palm Beach 
Rotary Club, the West Palm Beach Country Club, the 
Breakers Golf Club, Elks Lodge #1352, and the Baptist 
Church. Golf is his recreation. 

On June 7, 1958, he married Jean Rose of West Palm 
Beach, daughter of Captain and Phyllis (Langdon) 
Rose. Her father is an American Airlines pilot. 


WILLIAM SMITH ALLEN 


An early settler of Key West and the first permanent 
white settler of what is now the city of Everglades, Wil- 
liam Smith Allen was born in Enfield, Connecticut, on 
February 16, 1823. He was a descendant of Moses Allen, 
a soldier in the American Revolutionary War, whose 
ancestors settled in Connecticut and Massachusetts be- 
fore the war. 

As a young man William Smith Allen went to Ithaca, 
New York, where he met and married Mary Jane 
Sprague. They lived in Ithaca a while, then devided to 
go South, moving first to the State of Georgia, where 
Mr. Allen taught school. Before the Civil War, about 
the year 1852 or '53, they moved to Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida, and there Mr. Allen was a bookkeeper for the Fair- 
banks Sawmilling Company. 

Three boys were born to the Allens: George Whiting 
in 1854, John William in 1856, and Dwight Adams in 
1860. At the outbreak of the Civil War the Allens, with 
other Unionists, went to Key West, which remained in 
Union hands throughout the conflict. George D. Allen, 
a brother of William, was Collector of Customs at Key 
West and secured for William the appointment as Dep- 
uty Collector. The Allen brothers owned a drug store, 
as well as other interests, in Key West, which was a 
fast-growing town at that time. At one time William 
Allen was mayor of Key West. 

With his schooner he explored the west coast in the 
vicinity of the Thousand Islands and was completely 
captivated by the rich, verdant land of that locality. A 
scarcity of castor oil induced him and his brother to 
attempt the growing of castor beans on Sanibel Island 
in 1868, since the beans grew wild in Florida, but a 
storm destroyed the crop and he gave up that venture. 

Putting in to Chokoloskee Bay for fresh water on the 
return trip, he found John Weeks living at the mouth 
of the river; and observed how richly bananas, sugar 
cane, pumpkins and cow peas grew in the small Weeks 
clearing. Returning to that area, he purchased the land 
he desired from plume hunters who had established 
squatter’s rights, He settled on the river which had 
been called Potato Creek by the Indians, who had 
planted potatoes there during the Seminole War. Mr. 
Allen named it Allen Creek, by which name it was 
known until 1923, when it was renamed Barron River. 

On the site of the present Rod and Gun Club he put 
up a small house which he raised two feet above the 
ground on wooden blocks. After a hurricane in 1873 
flooded the place to a depth of six feet, he jacked up 
the building another four feet, placing six-foot posts or 
piling under it. Thereafter is was occasionally referred 
to as “the house on stilts.” 

Mr. Allen was the first permanent white settler in 
the limits of the present-day town of Everglades. From 
1873 to 1889, he owned and occupied all of the townsite 
along the river and planted his crops along the river 
front on the east side from the mouth of the river to 
Port DuPont. He raised tropical fruits and vegetables 
and shipped them by schooner to Key West, whence 
they were shipped to other ports. 

William Allen was also a Justice of the Peace, and in 
that capacity held court and performed marriage cere- 
monies. In the absence of a minister he also conducted 
funerals. In 1889 he returned to Key West, where he 
lived until his death, on October 10, 1891. 

Not long after the family moved to Key West from 
Jacksonville, Mrs. Allen had contracted yellow fever. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


She recovered, but her health was frail and she could 
not stand the Florida summer climate, so her husband 
took her and the boys back to Ithaca, New York. She 
passed away when her youngest boy, Dwight, was only 
nine years old. He and his two brothers attended school 
in Ithaca, New York, in Hadley, Massachusetts, and in 
Key West, where the boys returned with their father to 
make their home. 

Having grown to manhood, the two older boys, George 
Whiting Allen and John William Allen, made Key West 
their permanent home. Dwight Adams Allen went into 
the Navy, traveled through foreign ports while in serv- 
ice, and in 1885 was appointed assistant lighthouse 
keeper at Jupiter Light. Later he settled in West Palm 
Beach, where he reared his family. 


DWIGHT ADAMS ALLEN 


The oldest member of the Lake Worth Pioneer Asso- 
ciation at the time of his death on October 12, 1954, 
Dwight Adams Allen was born in Jacksonville, Florida, 
July 31, 1860, son of William Smith Allen and Mary 
Jane Sprague Allen. (See biography of William Smith 
Allen.) The family being northerners, coming from 
Connecticut and New York, when the Civil War broke 
out they had to flee when Jacksonville was bombarded, 
and were taken aboard a man-of-war ship and moved 
to Key West. 

After attending school in Ithaca, New York, Dwight 
rejoined his father in Key West in 1871, his mother 
having died, and continued his schooling there. He 
spent some time at Chokoloskee and what is now Ever- 
glades City, where his father settled in 1873. From 1880 
to 1883 he served in the United States Navy aboard 
the U.S.S. Galena. Appointed assistant lighthouse 
keeper at Jupiter in 1885, he walked the beach all the 
way from Miami (in the manner of the “barefoot mail- 
man’) to assume his duties. 

In 1891 he moved to West Palm Beach, and when 
his lighthouse duties ended, he farmed in that locality 
for some years. His first property was where Lakeside 
Court now stands, and Allendale Road in the south end 
of the city, which was named for him, marks the site 
of his 50-acre farm on which he had a beautiful orange 
grove, pineapple fields and other fruits. In 1918 he sold 
40 acres to Paris Singer to supply vegetables and fruits 
for the then-new Everglades Club. 

After his marriage in 1894 Mr. Allen worked as a 
sea-wall builder, and many of his sea walls along Lake 
Worth in Palm Beach are still standing. At one time 
he served as Customs House collector. He both wrote 
and sketched, and his manuscripts of early anecdotes 
with his cartoon-like pictures of the era are regarded 
as valuable contributions to the archives of pioneer 
days in South Florida. His tribute to the “barefoot 
mailman,” Ed Hamilton (who lost his life in line of 
duty), made at the annual picnic meeting of the Lake 
Worth Pioneers Association in 1933, was credited with 
doing much to arouse the people of that section to a 
realization of the debt they owe these men. 

Mr. Allen was married October 10, 1894, to Ida Eu- 
genia Russell of Russell, Oconee County, South Caro- 
lina, where she was born March 24, 1873, one of a 
family of eight beautiful girls and seven boys. They 
met at her home when Mr. Allen was on a vacation up 
there, and he brought her to Palm Beach as a bride 
when the Poinciana Hotel was first opened. Their six 
children, all born in West Palm Beach, are: 


1. William Russell Allen, now with Tidewater Oil 
Company of Houston, Tex. 

2. Kibbee Russell Allen, with Shell Oil Company of 
Houston, Texas, for a great number of years; also an 
inventor, having invented a set of engineer’s scales. 

3. George Dwight Allen, a painting contractor in 
West Palm Beach. ? 


4. Claramae Allen, a secretary, of whom more fol- 
Ows. 

o. Mrs. Margaret Allen Roberts (Mrs. John D.) of 
Miami, a secretary in Pan-American Air Lines. 

6. Mrs. Jane Russell Allen Oliver, a dental assistant 
to Dr. O’Callaghan in West Palm Beach. 

To Claramae Allen, the devoted daughter who took 
care of her father in his declining years, we are in- 
debted for information on her pioneer family. Miss 
Allen, who graduated from Northampton Commercial 
College in Massachusetts and took secretarial courses 
at Boston University, has been employed as a secretary 
in Washington, D.C., and in Palm Beach and West Palm 
Beach. She has also rendered valuable service as a 
secretary to government organizations and for two 
years was Chief Clerk of Board No. 1 of the Selective 
Service Bureau for Palm Beach County. After her 
mother’s death in 1940, she did private secretarial work 
from her home for several years while taking care of her 
father, who had become blind. 

Miss Allen was Corresponding Secretary of the Palm 
Beach Chapter of the Florida Historical Society and 
is presently Historian of Lake Worth Pioneer Associa- 
tion, which she served as secretary for eleven years. 
She has also served as Corresponding Secretary and 
Recording Secretary of the local chapter of the D.A.R. 
She is a charter member of Palm Beach Chapter of 
the National Secretaries Association, a member of Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church and its St. Agnes Guild, and 
a member of the Teletha Club. 


LAWRENCE W. GRABE 


Son of early settlers of Holly Hill, Lawrence W. Grabe 
is the founder and president of Ormond Lumber and 
Supply Company and of two related companies; also 
president of Ormond Beach Federal Savings and Loan 
Association and a civic leader in that area. 

The Grabes are an old Pennsylvania family. Lawrence 
W.’s father, Lawrence S. Grabe, was born in Couders- 
port, Pennsylvania, and his mother, who was Grace C. 
Walker, was born in Crystal, Pennsylvania. Both par- 
ents are living in Ormond Beach. The father was a 
merchant in Coryville, Pennsylvania, before he came to 
Holly Hill, Florida, in September, 1924. He bought a 
grocery and drygoods store and in 1926, built a two- 
story brick building, with stores and offices below and 
apartments above, which was the largest business build- 
ing in Holly Hill. He continued to operate his store 
until 1941 and always took an active interest in the 
affairs of the town and in the Daytona Beach Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Lawrence W. Grabe was born in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
July 7, 1913, making him eleven years old when the 
family moved to Florida. His education was begun in 
Pennsylvania and continued in Holly Hill and Daytona 
Beach. After graduating from the Mainland High School, 
Daytona Beach, he attended the University of Florida 
and Massey Business College, Jacksonville, from which 
he was graduated in 1932. 

Following a short-lived venture in New York City 
where he worked in two theatres, he returned to Day- 
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DEE BAST. COAST (OF FLORIDA 


tona and worked in the accounting department of the 
Seybold Baking Company. In 1934 he went to San Diego, 
California, where he was employed as a sales manager. 
Back in Daytona in 1935, he bought a dry cleaning 
plant, which he operated until 1943. During World War 
II he was attached to the First Air Force in a civilian 
capacity, ferrying planes from one base to another and 
operating tow target planes. He was awarded the Air 
Medal for some submarine patrol work he did off the 
Florida East Coast. 

After the war he was sales manager for the United 
States Gypsum Corporation until 1949, when he resigned 
to open his lumber business, the Ormond Lumber and 
Supply Co. Previously, in 1944, he had opened Con- 
struction Specialties and Lumber Company in Ormond 
Beach, and in 1946 had established Pre-Fab Roof Trusses, 
Inc., also in Ormond Beach. These three companies to- 
gether employ about 87 people. 

Mr. Grabe was one of the organizers of Ormond Beach 
Federal Savings and Loan Association and served as 
vice-president since it opened (in 1955) until 1957, 
when he was elected president; and is also a director. 
He is a member of the Westward Development Commit- 
tee; a past member (1953-55) of the Board of Governors 
of the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce, now a 
member of its Executive Committee of One Hundred 
and of its Ad Tax Committee. He is also past vice- 
president of Ormond Beach Chamber of Commerce and 
a member of Flagler Beach Chamber of Commerce; a 
member of Ormond Beach Industrial Advisory Com- 
mittee and organizer of Industrial Developers, Inc. of 
Ormond Beach. He is very much interested in bringing 
industry to that general area. 

As a lumberman he is a member of the Florida Lum- 
ber and Millwork Association and of the organization 
known as Hoo-Hoo. He is a charter member of Ormond 
Beach’s Rotary Club and was its president in 1955-56; a 
32nd degree Mason, charter member of Ormond Beach 
Lodge #326, member of Bahia Temple Shrine, Orlando, 
and Orlando Consistory; a member of the YMCA, a 
sponsor of Little League baseball, and a member of the 
Ormond Beach Methodist Church. He belongs to the 
Ellinor Village Country Club, the Bath and Tennis 
Club, the Hermit Club and the Ormond Beach Men’s 
Golf Association. 

A licensed commercial pilot, he is a member of the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, the National 
Aeronautic Association, the Air Force Association, the 
Florida Aero Club (past president of Daytona Beach 
chapter), and the Daytona Beach Aero Club (first presi- 
dent); also a member of the Quiet Birdmen, a distin- 
guished group of pilots who have flown for a long period 
of time. Next to flying, he enjoys golf and fishing . 

Mr. Grabe was first married in June, 1935. His son 
by this marriage, Gary Scott Grabe, born March 14, 
1936, in Daytona Beach, is a First Lieutenant in the 
United States Air Force. 

On October 23, 1946, at Daytona Beach, Lawrence 
W. Grabe married Jeanne Railing, who was born in 
Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, daughter of William A. 
and Verna (Wolf) Railing. She is a past president of the 
Woman’s Club of Ormond Beach and is chairman of the 
Volusia County Blood Bank. A daughter, Lauren Railing 
Grabe, was born in Jacksonville November 2, 1948. 


WALDO STRONG CARMICHAEL 


Senior member of the law firm of Carmichael and 
Sinclair, Waldo Strong Carmichael has been engaged 
in a general practice of law in West Palm Beach for 
the past ten years, Mr, Carmichael also owns a ranch 
in Palm Beach County and specializes in breeding 
Shorthorn cattle. ? 

Born in West Palm Beach December 15, 1920, he is 
a son of the eminent Murray D. Carmichael, who died 
in 1955, and Lilly Mae (Cleveland) Carmichael, a 
descendant of President Cleveland and native of De- 
Land, Florida, who died in 1937. His father was born 
in Indiana and came to West Palm Beach in 1908. He 
had a Bachelor of Laws degree from the University of 
Chicago and also a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree. An 
outstanding lawyer during his career, he served as 
County Attorney of Palm Beach County, as attorney 
for the Florida East Coast Railway for several years, 
and was a past president of the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association, He was West Palm Beach’s first May- 
or, and served several terms in the Florida State Leg- 
islature. 

Waldo Carmichael graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in the class of 1938 and received his Bachelor 
of Laws degree from the University of Florida in 1949, 
having entered law school on his return from military 
service. From 1942 to 1946 he served in the United 
States Navy in an amphibious unit in the European 
theater of war and was wounded in service. His top 
rank was Lieutenant Junior Grade. 

Admitted to practice law in Florida in 1950, he is 
a member of the Florida State Bar and the Palm 
Beach County Bar Association, He is also a member 
of the American Legion Post #12, the Disabled Ameri- 
can Veterans, and the Presbyterian Church of West 
Palm Beach, Boating is his favorite sport. 


T. CKLE MILLER, O.D. 


Prominent in his professional field, Dr. T. Okle 
Miller of West Palm Beach has been practicing Op- 
tometry in that city since 1948. He is a native of 
Wauchula, Florida, where he was born February 27, 
1913, son of T. J. Miller, a barber, and Vera Frances 
(Cason) Miller. He graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1931, attended the University of Florida and 
Northern Illinois College of Optometry, Chicago, from 
which he graduated in 1948 with the degree of Doctor 
of Optometry, and proceeded to establish his practice 
in West Palm Beach. 

Dr. Miller was the prime organizer of the Florida 
East Coast Optometric Association, served as its first 
president, and continues as a director of the organiza- 
tion. He is a member of the American Optometric 
Association and is active in the Optometric Interna- 
tional Extension Program. 

In addition to his professional activities, Dr. Miller 
takes an active interest in many civic affairs of Palm 
Beach County, as attested to by the fact that in 1960 
he was presented with a plaque by the Florida East 
Coast Optometric Association for outstanding achieve- 
ments and contributions in the field of public welfare, 

He was a charter member of the Civitan Club of 
West Palm Beach, is a charter and active member of 
the Flotilla Club, a member of the Lions Club, Elks 
Lodge #1352, American Legion Post #12, the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, and the Baptist Church. During 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


World War II he served from 1942 to 1945 in the 
Pacific theater as a Technician (T5) in the 232nd Gen- 
eral Hospital. 

Dr. Miller was first married to Bobbie Dean of 
Gainesville, Florida, now deceased. He reared four 
adopted children: 

Rusel O, Miller, born October 13, 1931, graduated 
from Palm Beach High School, the University of Flor- 
ida and Northern Illinois College of Optometry and is 
now practicing his profession in Jupiter, Florida. He 
married Lani True of St. Louis, Missouri, and they 
have two children, Terri and Rene. 

Marion J., Marvin J., and Mickey J. Miller, triplets, 
were born October 2, 1935, All attended and graduated 
from Palm Beach High School. 

After the death of his first wife Dr. Miller married 
Mary Louise Vasser from Hartwell, Georgia, daughter 
of Mitchell A. and Ruby Opal Vasser. 

By a previous marriage Mrs. Miller has a daughter, 
Joyce Louise, born March 3, 1939, who graduated from 
Palm Beach High School and married James T. Wads- 
worth, Jr. of West Palm Beach. They have a daughter, 
Laura Lee Wadsworth, born in July, 1959, 

Dr, Miller has devoted much time to the care and 
correction of school children’s vision. 


RICHARD R. BROWN 


West Palm Beach has been the headquarters of the 
Brown-Mayflower service since 1925, when Richard 
R. Brown, president of Brown Transfer and Storage 
Service, established his business there. 

Born on a dairy farm near Edgerton, Wisconsin, 
April 18, 1896, he is a son of Wallace S. and Mattie 
(LaPlante) Brown. His father died in 1907, his mother 
in 1951, and both are buried in the family plot in Edger- 
ton, Wisconsin. : 

Richard Brown graduated from Edgerton High 
School in 1914 and attended the University of Wis- 
consin for three years. The United States having en- 
tered World War I by that time, he enlisted as a 
private on June 7, 1917. Promoted to corporal and 
eventually to sergeant first class, he served in Motor 
Truck Company #367 for 20 months overseas, taking 
part in nine major engagements. He was twice wound- 
ed in line of duty and after his discharge on June 29, 
1919, spent 22 months in the Veterans Hospital at Fort 
Bayard, New Mexico. 

When released from the hospital Mr, Brown went to 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin, and was engaged as a buyer in 
the tobacco business until October 1924, when he came 
to Miami, Florida, After a year in Miami he moved 
to West Palm: Beach in October 1925 and established 
his Transfer and Storage Service. He has been a mem- 
ber of the Mayflower Warehousemen’s Association 
since its inception about 1931, and was national di- 
rector three years, national vice-president one year 
(1954), national president one year (1955), and Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors in 1956, He is also a 
member of the National Furniture Warehousemen’s 
Association and the Southeastern Warehousemen and 
Movers Association. 

For his long service as commissioner of the Housing 
Authority of West Palm Beach, Mr. Brown received 
the following tribute: 

“The National Association of Housing and Redevel- 
opment Officials wishes to pay tribute to Richard R. 
Brown in recognition of sixteen years devoted duty 


as a commissioner of the Housing Authority of the 
City of West Palm Beach, Florida. His long service, 
without remuneration, signifies his full measure of 
devotion and loyalty as a public-spirited citizen, His 
unselfish contribution of time and effort to the ad- 
vancement of a better living environment for the 
people of his city reflects credit upon the entire public 
housing program and upon his fellow commissioners 
throughout the country—the men and women who er 
the foundation of that program.” 

He is a member of the West Palm Beach Chamber 
of Commerce and for many years belonged to the 
Rotary Club there; a member and past commander 
of American Legion Post #12, a member of the Forty 
and Eight, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled 
American Veterans, and Elks Lodge #1352. 

In Rockford, Illinois, on August 27, 1917, just before 
going overseas in the first World War, Richard R. 
Brown married Marian M, Doty, a classmate of his 
high school days in Edgerton, Wisconsin, daughter of 
George W, and Maria (Bintliff) Doty. They have four 
children and, to date, nine grandchildren, 

1. Richard R. Brown, Jr., born in Edgerton, Wis- 
consin, April 4, 1920, graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1937 and attended the University of Florida. 
During World War II he served as a transportation 
specialist for Lockheed Overseas Corporation and is 
now manager of Brown Transfer and Storage Service. 
In Belfast, Ireland, in November 1943 he married Mary 
Victoria Holmes, daughter of William and Madge 
Holmes, and they have four sons, all born in West 
Palm Beach: 

(1) Richard R. Brown, III, born April 25, 1945, a 
student at Forest Hills High School, West Palm Beach; 

(2) Geoffrey Holmes Brown, born October 31, 1949, 
a student at Lake Avenue Elementary School; 

(3) Ian Frank Brown, born June 15, 1951, a student 
at the same elementary school; 

(4) Timothy Doty Brown, born November 9, 1955. 

2. Barbara Ann Brown, born January 2, 1922, in La- 
Crosse, Wisconsin, graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1939 and married Hiram L, Lake of Haddon 
Heights, New Jersey. They have a son, Scott Lake, 
born in 1948. 

3. Mary Louise Brown, born in West Palm Beach in 
May 1927, graduated from Palm Beach High School 
and married George Miles Albertson, a grandson of 
Marcus E. Gruber, an early pioneer of West Palm 
Beach, They have two sons, David and Stephen. 

4, Joanna Jean Brown, born in West Palm Beach in 
1929, graduated from Palm Beach High School and from 
Florida State University and married John M. Farrell 
of West Palm Beach. They have two sons, John and 
James. 


JOHN M. CRABTREE 


Crabtree Construction Company, Inc. of West Palm 
Beach, of which John M., Crabtree is president, is the 
successor of the Keystone Construction Company 
which his father founded in 1920 and which built most 
of the present downtown West Palm Beach streets, 
including the subdivisions Northwood, Flamingo Park, 
and the Hillcrest section of Palm Beach County. 

Born in West Palm Beach July 4, 1917, John M. 
Crabtree is a son of Mark T, and Mary E., (Snell) 
Crabtree. His mother is living in West Palm Beach; 
his father died in 1950. 


[169] 













"wie 





a they te 


fay ae: § io ont: sermsegins neigotserne) | gutiayD 
‘@ Bangi Rat a vemdatD Ab tlt. chide te, tor 


ut : ve a 
~ Lone . er twits | ir. » 
ect mve: Ye eeOH Vi » BY ih 
stidug oniiine-ong: ‘aighy pbie 
i aeiga irene woolly ‘gael oe nig ae ‘qq partienvont 
sig infer onew bite pat aHtvrnoD ofl) snarhawernslt 
“dunno toi! fe melabaue' ‘aalt 
roelicugt wD lock ante 49? arth” Yo Wdraca «4 4 oH 
uti of bepnekhd atopy open, toi tits: HHoaT; a da 
sobmetiyes ttq bay yocligodt A ronal dh emton 
wlio aintf t6 aeem nant € Se OT diye wd fipat read qo 
bshindit) poi tg keae a te anainy ody. atyiS . Gre 
cent nighioct wit bar 2arttey ossineink 
Trek TS musa Ae zed! jrldooh vl 





are) ‘Ad oe rer 






wrolent sani 


GT bindwlh oeAW bie sent At ab aeertevo nrmog 
i» Sjoftivates pad 1 die barosn nwo 
Ww ideueb celstone WY cote al uceb lodttve dyid 


wwe ovek vol? veo (tia) stilt bag W ayaea 
ttovhlidobdgin atta stub 0) \bne moitbtile 
aetW pe ieee ai saad a biel 9 Paedits f 
fy 1 eH ye he | ‘ iene py | bu putter o Ase) & iG? ‘ tt. ary 
ghealy jp YRes ois a % } bubarsiic bike TEAI of fnotise 
aoliemutianiik ‘6 a ‘bute gd Th AY beoW vatuiil 


- * r 


ban cGhunwqiny -2eenTeG Pasa doc aot satihPoge 


Sour? Syn Ie bag wheter? (vat to “ohetson wet 
geld bovine oil BQt wuitery ae alolort te mained ah 
eeuba hl fees ceed Wd) satihyued ape ator Eid ats alt 
teow te cmed dine pane Sudl avail yond has estan 


‘tions righ - 


& PORE SS lingA pad Ali ~mworti A brewed (ds 


dipeoth 1: Al s25W Sento?" t ‘gil elie ievio4 fii” preohille 
iss Ae yt! 492 foot sora zamloit iP yotiee (8) 
oe 2 MAsadsttouin JA sunovA wii so taeduts, 6 


inabute 4 feat 81 onal cod \pword. gdaesh wel 4h) 
Hoodbe & Rania nals oie oft 1B 

S2Ul. Wnadimovnt miucd er viol! vetwouwiT 
el ni S88 S vicdaol hen bhi oh 3 + a Sy 
doiti dinst sled ined Saker: eleaodian geatyt> 
folbeld to ale} AT ont tit eae Ofer nt foalae 
del jiovt, coe # oven eal der wel .aidyiod 
ebef eh mica 

at. doe sala fen th hoe! caterers idles vat 8 
loan Ayitl Aad “ade niga beitoubesy . YS ta 
Ww noes « foahisd A est saa Lpen'spsn tdtas 

sheild viteg ae vod) rom 
atiqne bas Hieitt gitoe ov ayea ¥ 


AA DT 


ae” , tt Maw ote ieoW ai prod fowentl nest suadol. 
yy , oe bees Horio? yet hd ‘dts yee. efedie® event} trek th | Na Sp 
Meer: we viet NM silo hota bas vtiesovid stel@ shiwelt 
re 


4 ‘bus rial, ites oe? Ase ole yeoW' ito 


7a yotT 
eine, 


AAATHARD 46 ARAL 


acai sity te * 





i? . Moje ae sie 


0 co ‘ate lo avetiose. sions HL ool 
wh seek wale pal “y 


eh a uae Baty! Ap. 


Peet. 


I are: 
~ 


4 rot inthe. ahapeeet é 
fT dont 


‘a on 


wott sic ‘¢ 
ys SEER 
. ¢ 









































ni borg ogolle®? 
oH ae pe vie at ia a 
705 $+ hag aig BS ori 
ber one phe i 
der iegoed awltin Yodel base Trai ene 
fremont ‘how babaote: fA 260! < sodolaO- an 
doosiae, digit rowed robet 
boivanan at - sine. se an lo sev esa re 
retdyae ipioet) ils me? t9ez8) ‘ 
creaaY IeqgQ vduil bas A ileds sa 
sotdpush # aed wild 2M agerrigm conteuaaiae 
ciott bolawheg odw 2608 & sgn mved salud 0 xe 
~abaW borrusen base loodse raih dsaell am “ 
seifhgeals as qouT dove soled reoW to ab a 
BRE celal ec erst 2 senor ot aad o 
bow win ait 08 soon pai 
~ A neeive on 


ywona anaHOrt a 4 
P.. f eed 


aft te ovehdupbaod sdt nxed tod Hocoth rile 9 
tyendit ‘nediye ASL soetie walviae Sapna 
bit ban whanctT avo Yo 3 

aie ueariextd ad be 
AietowiW nobeyial 18a ort yt 
sitteM bra 2 svelicW to soe eet oi gent 
npaiont 2icl TURE ai beth svortte) et lee: 
~vyta iti tole vt venga aves ai boiwd ou eh 


wee. Mis aft)" 
eit coreg a" batauberg 
30 to wivnereell arty bebausiie | - si 


-169 Snived sase. botinU od on ¥ oe aol ¢ 7 
b #4 betel et san ioclt yd 1 { W biao' 
Sas laingsoo of belomort That TY ont 
toni mi bevase sift ezala jer feinagiae 9! 

paper iwn 2ilinom Of oh york whagn 
abrtaw ssiwttuw oFL etcomeyegn amar ng 
4S aaut op op (prea . on hes wu 


ad i tone dum 

oM we as 

op inow amon aM sities til ols mont boeaelar a 

ci yd 6 ag Depenae aaw baa, 

anne wt naw PEAT rodoiaO Maur nae 
Devine: oat ‘jetta ai 19Y wm TOV 

iatvitdates Eby BE sadoteO- a oat 


«orn a bo otf jaxiv: proces hee de E 






















rrotiniagee ds = 
> Lamoitese bas JB pV ty Notte 
300 cal rani Seectol on. arce 






sipamile awoite oe 
ASDF ee es aN 
iq ~ radian eine 
Pe 7 No ‘mothes at VPEL eg Pe 
on ah woiaiw rule” 


7 


THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Mark T. Crabtree was a native of Calais, Maine, 
where he received his early education. He came to 
Fort Lauderdale in 1910 and settled in West Palm 
Beach in 1912. On July 6, 1911, in Jacksonville he 
married Mary E. Snell from Carlinville, Illinois, daugh- 
ter of Luther C. and Mary (Greene) Snell, At Fort 
Lauderdale Mark Crabtree worked on the locks, the 
drainage canals, and in the Everglades with Furst 
Clark Construction Company, a Miami concern, When 
he came to West Palm Beach in 1912 he was employed 
by the Maule Construction Company in building the 
Palm Beach County Court House, Having accumulated 
knowledge in the field of concrete construction, road 
paving, etc., he established his own business in 1916, 
and in 1920 formed the Keystone Construction Com- 
pany. In 1948 he established the present firm, Crabtree 
Construction Company, Inc., and retired. 

John M. Crabtree graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in the class of 1935 and from the University of 
Florida in 1940 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Agricultural Engineering. During his summer vaca- 
tions for several years while attending school he 
worked in his father’s business, and upon graduation 
from college became a member of the firm, taking over 
the presidency when his father retired in 1948. 

During World War II Mr. Crabtree served in the 
United States Navy. Enlisting as an Ensign December 
10, 1942, he served in the Pacific theater in a De- 
stroyer Escort detail and was discharged in November 
1945 with the rank of Lieutenant Senior Grade. 

He is a member of the Associated General Contrac- 
tors of America, the Management Research Institute, 
the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce and the 
First Baptist Church. Fishing is his recreation, 

On July 11, 1942, at Clermont, Florida, he married 
Mary Frances Pemberton of Clermont, daughter of 
Ernest C, and Carrie Ella (Lassiter) Pemberton, She 
is a graduate of Clermont High School and the Florida 
State College for Women (now Florida State Univer- 
sity) where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree, 
majoring in Music. She taught music in the West Palm 
Beach school system before her marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Crabtree are the parents of 
two children: 


1. Mary Lynn Crabtree, born August 9, 1948, in 
Miami. 

2. Charles Trafton Crabtree, born January 17, 1950, 
in West Palm Beach, Mary will enter Conniston Junior 
High School in the fall of 1960. Charles attends the 
Belvedere Elementary School. 


CHARLES A. NUGENT, JR. 


A member of the West Palm Beach law firm of Mil- 
ler, Cone, Owen, Wagner and Nugent, Charles A. 
Nugent, Jr. was born on Staten Island, New York, 
July 3, 1925, but grew up in the Palm Beach area, his 
family having moved to Lake Worth in 1932. His moth- 
er was Abby C. Keating before her marriage. His 
father, Charles A. Nugent, Sr., was a retired fireman 
of the New York Fire Department. He died in Feb- 
ruary of 1957. 


Following his elementary education in Lake Worth, 
Charles Jr. was sent to Georgia Military Academy, 
College Park, Georgia, and then to Palm Beach Junior 
College, graduating from both these schools. Three 
years in the United States Army Air Force in World 
War II followed, after which he entered the University 


of Miami, where he completed the Liberal Arts course 
and continued in the Law School, receiving his Bach- 
elor of Laws degree in 1952. While a student at the 
University of Miami he became a member of the 
Kappa Alpha Society and the Delta Sigma Phi frater- 
nity and was on the varsity swimming team during 
his last four years at college. 

Admitted to the practice of law in the state of Florida 
in 1952, he is a member of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Florida State Bar, and the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association. For four years, 1955 to 1959, 
he was Palm Beach County Solicitor. 

Mr. Nugent is also a member of Post #12 of the 
American Legion, Elks Lodge #1352, the Kiwanis Club 
of West Palm Beach, the Knights of Columbus Council 
#2075, and St. Luke’s Catholic Church of Lake Worth. 
He finds relaxation in a variety of sports. 

In West Palm Beach on April 27, 1951, he married 
Barbara A. Brewer, daughter of Mrs. Emma Layton 
Brewer of West Palm Beach and a graduate of Palm 
Beach High School in the class of 1945. Mr. and Mrs. 
Nugent now have six children, all born in West Palm 
Beach: 


. Michael Andrew, born September 11, 1952. 
. Timothy Arthur, born August 29, 1954. 

. Elizabeth Ann, born April 5, 1956. 

. Scott Anthony, born November 20, 1957. 

. Tracy Arlene, born April 18, 1959. 

. Barbara Abigail, born August 31, 1960. 


auf DH 


WILLIAM RILLON UPTHEGROVE 


The fourth generation of his family in Florida, Wil- 
liam Rillon Upthegrove has been practicing the pro- 
fession of architecture in the Palm Beaches for the 
past two years. 

John Upthegrove, a Captain in the Union Army, was 
the original member of the family to come to Florida. 
He settled in Alachua County about 1865 and home- 
steaded near the present site of the University of 
Florida in Gainesville. He was a farmer and pioneer 
citrus grower. William’s father, C. DeWitt Upthegrove, 
moved with his mother and father to Palm Beach 
County in 1907, He has been Supervisor of Registra- 
tion for Palm Beach County since 1945, William’s 
mother, formerly Mary L. King, is a native of Woos- 
ter, Ohio. 

Born in West Palm Beach September 9, 1930, Wil- 
liam R. Upthegrove graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1948, from Palm Beach Junior College in 
1950, and from the University of Florida in 1953 with 
a Bachelor of Architecture degree. For the next two 
years he served in the United States Navy, Atlantic 
fleet, entering as an Ensign, and is now a Lieutenant 
Senior Grade in the Naval Reserve. 

During the four years immediately after his naval 
service he was associated with several architects in 
the Palm Beach area. In 1959 Upthegrove opened his 
office on East Blue Heron Boulevard, Riviera Beach, 
and has been carrying on a general practice of archi- 
tecture since then. 

He is a member of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects, the Riviera Beach Kiwanis Club, the West Palm 
Beach Junior Chamber of Commerce, the Toastmasters 
Club, Riviera Beach Chamber of Commerce, the Meth- 
odist Church and Kappa Sigma fraternity of the Uni- 
versity of Florida, Swimming and tennis keep him in 
trim. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


On July 4, 1952, in West Palm Beach, he married 
Betty Aileen Kirk, daughter of Charles A. and Marie 
(Gaither) Kirk, and a graduate of Palm Beach High 
School (1949) and Palm Beach Junior College (1951). 
They now have four sons: 

1. Kirk DeWitt, born June 22, 1953. 

2. William R., Jr., born October 12, 1954. 

3. David Duane, born October 15, 1956. 

4. Russell Andrew, born March 13, 1958. 


CLYDE HALL SEATON 


The president of Wright and Seaton, Inc., West Palm 
Beach, Clyde Hall Seaton, has been in the insurance 
business for at least thirty-five years and has been a 
resident of West Palm Beach for that length of time. 

He was born in Henderson, Tennessee, May 11, 1903, 
son of Leonida Whitfield and Nancy (Bray) Seaton, 
the latter still living in Henderson, Tennessee, His 
father, a farmer and one time chairman of the Board 
of Education of Chester County, Tennessee, died May 
14, 1945. 

Clyde Seaton attended Freed-Hardeman College at 
Henderson, Tennessee, and took business courses in 
night classes at David Crockett High School, Memphis, 
Tennessee; also courses at the West Tennessee Normal 
School, which is now ry of the University of Ten- 
nessee. 

His first paying job, in 1923, was with the Daily 
News and Press of Memphis, Tennessee. His insurance 
experience began shortly after that as an apprentice 
in a general insurance agency in Greenwood, Missis- 
sippi, where he remained until he came to West Palm 
Beach in 1925. For the next ten years Mr. Seaton was 
associated with a local insurance company. In Feb- 
ruary 1935 he and George O. Wright (now Chairman 
of the Board) formed the firm of Wright.«and Seaton, 
which deals in insurance and bonds. 

Mr. Seaton is a member of the West Palm Beach 
Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club, Elks Lodge 
#1352, the Baptist Church, the West Palm Beach Fish- 
ing Club, the Sailfish Club and the Coral Beach Club 
of Palm Beach, Fishing is his sport. 

On April 28, 1927, Clyde H. Seaton married Lillian 
Roe, daughter of Allan and Pearl (Underhill) Roe, 
and a graduate of Jackson High School, Jackson, Ten- 
nessee. Mr. and Mrs. Seaton have two children and, 
at the present writing, five grandchildren. 

Patsy Anne Seaton was born in West Palm Beach 
March 17, 1931. She graduated from Palm Beach High 
School and attended Mary Washington College at 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, and the University of Flor- 
ida. On August 4, 1951, she married Richard S. John- 
son, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Johnson of West 
Palm Beach, Mr, Johnson graduated from Palm Beach 
High School and Duke University, Durham, North 
Carolina. Patsy and Richard have four children, all 
born in West Palm Beach: Patt, Catherine (Cathy), 
Helene, and Richard §S., Jr. 

Clyde Hall Seaton, Jr. was born in West Palm Beach 
April 5, 1935. He graduated from Palm Beach High 
School, attended Duke University and graduated from 
the University of Florida in 1957. Entering the United 
States Army immediately after finishing school, he 
served three years. In December 1958 he married Bar- 
bara Blank, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Joe Blank of 
West Palm Beach, and they have a daughter, Beverly 
Lillian Seaton, born March 5, 1960. 


FERDINAND B. NORDMAN, JR. 


One of the best known names around Daytona and 
Ormond Beach is that of Ferdinand B. Nordman, Jr., 
citrus grower and shipper of gift fruits and preserves, 
which he manufactures; ex-Senator and Representa- 
tive in the Florida Legislature; a man who had a hand 
in bringing auto racing to ‘Daytona and in his younger 
days was always up front when there was a fair or some 
other form of public entertainment to be put on. 


The Nordman family are early pioneers of Volusia 
County. Grandfather John Nordman came to this coun- 
try from Hanover, Germany, at the age of eighteen and 
homesteaded in southern Illinois, raising wheat. He 
moved to Florida in 1889. Our Mr. Nordman’s parents, 
Ferdinand B., Sr., and Anna G. (Korte), were born 
in Germantown, Illinois, and came to New Smyrna, 
Florida, in 1897 from Bartelso, Illinois. The senior F. B. 
Nordman had been in politics in Illinois for thirty 
years. He bought the Murray Estate, including groves 
which was destroyed in the freeze of 1898. He and his 
wife died in New Smyrna. 


Born in Bartelso, Illinois, April 27, 1889, Ferdinand 
B. Nordman, Jr., was educated in the public schools of 
that city and of New Smyrna, Florida. At the age of 
twelve he went to work in the family groves. In 1911 he 
organized a company, including his father, and bought 
a half-mile-square block from river to ocean with a 
small grove on it. This was No. 9 Plantation on the 
peninsula, a few miles north of Ormond Beach. The 
property had been homesteaded in 1876 by A. C. Bacon 
of Hartford, Connecticut, who named it from a story 
in which the traveler finds a home at the ninth stopping 
place. 

Shortly after establishing himself here, Mr. Nordman 
built a preserving plant in a small house on the planta- 
tion, which he used until 1917, when he lost a lot of his 
grove and built a new plant for manufacturing his jellies 
and marmalades. He raises his own guavas for making 
guava jelly and puts up about twenty products, in- 
cluding candied fruit and pralines. Since 1922 he has 
been using the name “No. 9 Brand” for his products. 
At the present time he is shipping about 3,500 gift fruit 
and jelly packages per year to his northern clientele. 
In addition to his citrus growing and preserve manu- 
facturing, he has had large real estate interests and 
bought and sold considerable property. 

Mr. Nordman was elected to the Florida Legislature 
as a Representative from Volusia County in 1931 and 
served two years. Then in 1935 he was elected to the 
Senate and served until 1939. 

For nine years he was a member of the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce 
and is now a director of the Ormond Beach Chamber. 
In 1926 he served as chairman of the Entertainment 
Committee of the Daytona Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce, and from 1924 to 1927 was financial chairman 
of the Volusia County Frolics. In 1926-28 he was instru- 
mental in bringing opera to the Peabody Auditorium of 
Daytona Beach, and in March of 1927 he helped to bring 
H. O. D. Segrave to Daytona to test his 2,000-horse- 
power racing car, and was steward of the A.A.A. Board 
during speed trials on the now-world-famous Daytona 
Beach Speedway. This was the beginning of auto racing 
in this area. He is a past president and past director of 
the Volusia County Fair Association, and in 1932-33 was 
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BLOGRAPHICAL ASE CLLON 


a commissioner of the Florida Exhibit at the World’s 
Fair in Chicago and one of the main organizers of this 
exhibit. 

Mr. Nordman is also a past president of the Ormond 
Beach Lions Club and formerly served on the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Daytona Beach Lions Club. He is 
a life member of Elks Lodge #1141; past chairman of 
the East Volusia branch of the American Red Cross; 
served in the Home Guard during World War I; and has 
been a member of the Ormond Garden Club, the Hali- 
fax River Yacht Club and the Daytona Golf and Coun- 
try Club. His hobbies are fishing, boating and hunting. 
He is a member of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
in Daytona Beach. The first Catholic church in New 
Smyrna was built by his father, a Mr. O’Brien and a 
Mrs. Holley. 

Mr. Nordman was first married in 1912 to Beatrice 
Kelly of Bridgeport, Connecticut, who, with her baby, 
Margaret, died in a drowning accident in 1914. In 1916 
he married Lillian Frances Dressner of Pe2kskill, New 
York, daughter of John Harry Dressner and Jennie 
DeRevere, a descendant of Paul Revere. Two children 
were born of this marriage: 

1. Lillian Jeannette, now Mrs. Pete Dorson, was born 
August 27, 1917, on No. 9 Plantation, Ormond Beach. 

2. James Robert Nordman, born September 5, 1920, at 
Daytona Beach, married Lillian Bower of Hazard, 
Kentucky. They have one son, James, Jr., born No- 
vember 11, 1944, at Daytona Beach. 


FRED G. SEELMANN, JR. 


Secretary-treasurer of Seaboard Electric Company of 
West Palm Beach since 1956, Fred G. Seelmann, Jr. was 
formerly associated with the J. R. Hime Electric Com- 
pany of the same city for ten years. His father, Fred G. 
Seelman, Sr., is an architect in Palm Beach and has 
been located there since 1925, when he moved his fam- 
ily from New York to the Palm Beaches. Fred’s mother 
was Bertha Jung before her marriage to Fred Sr. 

Born in New York City September 1, 1918, Fred Seel- 
man Jr, graduated from Palm Beach High School in 
1936 and from the University of Florida in 1940 with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics. In December 
1941 he enlisted in the Army Air Force and gave out- 
standing service as pilot of a B-17 in the Eighth Air 
Force in the European theater of World War II. In 
addition to the Air Medal, he received the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Medal and the French Croix de 
Guerre, Having reached the rank of Major at the time 
of his return to civil life in January 1946, he is now a 
Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Air Force Re- 
serve, 

Returning to West Palm Beach, Mr. Seelman entered 
the electrical contracting business of his father-in-law, 
J. R. Hime, and continued with that company until the 
Seaboard Electric Company was organized in 1956 with 
Mr. Frank Pileggi as president and Mr. Seelman as sec- 
retary and treasurer. Towne House, RCA, Villas Apart- 
ments, Royal Poinciana Playhouse and Shopping Plaza 
are a few of the projects for which Seaboard Electric 
Company has done the electrical installation. 

Mr. Seelmann is a member of the Associated General 
Contractors of America, the West Palm Beach Rotary 
Club, the board of directors of the West Palm Beach 
Y.M.C.A., and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. Fishing 
is his favorite recreation. 

At Pueblo, Colorado, on October 15, 1943, Fred Seel- 


man Jr. married Hazel H. Hime, daughter of J. R. and 
Hazel (Willis) Hime. Mrs, Seelman graduated from 
Palm Beach High School and attended the University 
of Georgia. Fred and Hazel Seelman have two sons, 
born in West Palm Beach, now students at the South 
Olive Elementary School. They are: 

1, William George Seelmann, born January 9, 1949, 

2. Robert Frederick Seelman, born May 17, 1952. 


FRANK PAUL PILEGGI 


The president of Seaboard Electric Company of West 
Palm Beach, Frank Paul Pileggi, was with Hime Elec- 
tric Company for twenty-four years before he joined 
Fred G. Seelmann, Jr. to form his own company, which 
has been operating successfully in the Palm Beach area 
for the past five years. 

Mr. Pileggi was born in Ocean City, New Jersey, 
April 12, 1912, son of Paul and Maria (Sannino) Pileggi, 
both natives of Italy, who came to this country. in 1890 
and met and married in Philadelphia. His father was 
born in the province of Calabria, Italy, October 2, 1866, 
and died in 1932. He was with the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road for thirty-three years and held the position of 
Superintendent at the close of that period. Frank’s 
mother was born in Naples, Italy, May 10, 1874, and 
died in 1945, 

Frank Pileggi graduated from Ocean City High 
School in New Jersey and came to Florida in 1932, He 
went to work as an apprentice for Hime Electric Com- 
pany and after a training program of five years dura- 
tion became an electrician, Since then he became a 
master electrician. One cannot go into business or get 
a contractor’s license without a master electrician’s 
rating. In 1956 he and Mr. Seelmann established the 
Seaboard Electric Company with Mr. Pileggi as presi- 
dent. They have done the electrical installation for a 
number of large projects in Palm Beach and West Palm 
Beach. 

Mr. Pileggi is a member of the Independent Elec- 
trical Contractors Association, Associated General Con- 
tractors of America, the Palm Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce, and is a past member and secretary of the Palm 
Beach Rotary Club. 

He was first married in New Jersey September 22, 
1932, to Lola Fort, who was born in Millville, New 
Jersey, May 8, 1912. A daughter, Constance Kay 
(Brock), was born August 1, 1934, at Ocean City, New 
Jersey. Mr, Pileggi was married for the second time on 
December 25, 1960, at Palm Beach to Adelaide H. 
Cordes, who was born in Lake Worth June 27, 1922. By 
a previous marriage she has a daughter, Debbie Jean 
Cordes, born April 7, 1946, at West Palm Beach. 


GEORGE BEARDEN PRESTON 


President George B. Preston of the West Palm Beach 
Federal Savings and Loan Association comes from a 
prominent family of Bulloch County, Georgia, which 
has a member in Congress representing the First Dis- 
trict of the State of Georgia. 

Mr. Preston was born in Statesboro, Georgia, Decem- 
ber 24, 1918, son of the late “Judge” Prince H. Preston, 
who died in 1939, and Elizabeth Lane Preston, born in 
1880 and living in Douglas, Georgia. His father was first 
a farmer, then a traveling salesman by horse and: buggy 
for Watkins Products, and in his later years was a Jus- 
tice of the Peace in Douglas, Georgia. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


George B. Preston graduated from Statesboro High 
School in 1936 and attended Georgia Teachers College 
at Statesboro. On November 20, 1940, he joined the 
Georgia National Guard, which subsequently was mus- 
tered into the Regular Army in World War II, and 
served as a Lieutenant in the United States Coast 
Artillery Anti-Aircraft in the South Atlantic until 
1943, when he was assigned to the European theater, 
After serving in Germany he was honorably discharged 
with the rank of Major in May 1946, and is now in the 
inactive Reserve Corps of the Coast Artillery, 

Following his return from military service in 1946, 
Mr. Preston came to Lakeland, Florida, and was en- 
gaged in a mortgage and insurance business there until 
October 6, 1947, at which time he moved his business 
to West Palm Beach, When the Federal Savings and 
Loan Association of West Palm Beach opened its doors 
on December 22, 1952, Mr. Preston, who was one of its 
organizers, became the first president and a director of 
this banking institution. He is also a director of the 
United States Savings and Loan League, representing 
the State of Florida, and since 1955 has served on the 
Executive Committee of the Florida Savings and Loan 
League. 

He is a member of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce, a director of West Palm Beach Chamber of 
Commerce, past president of the West Palm Beach Jun- 
ior Chamber of Commerce, a past director of the 
Kiwanis Club and the Y.M.C.A., past chapter chairman 
of the American Red Cross, a member and past com- 
mander of American Legion Post #12 of West Palm 
Beach and vice president of West Palm Beach Com- 
munity Chest. He and his wife are members of Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, He also holds membership in 
the Elks Club, the Sailfish Club and the Breakers 
Country Club of Palm Beach, the Cotillion Club of 
West Palm Beach, and in Tequesta Country Club at 
Jupiter, Golf is his recreation. 

Mrs. Preston is a member of the Junior Welfare 
League, the P.E.O. (a charitable organization), Las 
Amigas (a social club of Palm Beach), and is active in 
church affairs. As Virginia French, daughter of Eugene 
and Arreva French, she was born in Gainesville, Flor- 
ida, and graduated from high school in Gainesville, 
Texas, and from the Texas State Teachers College. She 
and Mr. Preston were married in Gainesville, Texas, on 
March 22, 1945. They have two daughters: 

1. Sherry Lynn, born July 16, 1946, in Lakeland, 
Florida, now a student at Palm Beach Junior High 
School. 

2. Priscilla Lane, born March 22, 1950, in West Palm 
Beach, now attending Palm Beach Elementary School, 

Mr. Preston is one of five brothers. The other four 
are: 

1. Harrison B. Preston, in the real estate and insur- 
ance business in LaGrange, Georgia. 

2. Honorable Prince H. Preston, Jr., lawyer and Con- 
gressman. He received his LL.B. degree from the Uni- 
versity of Georgia and served in the Coast Artillery 
Anti-Aircraft and in Europe as Battery Commander 
with the rank of Captain, discharged as a Major, 

3. Montgomery L. Preston, an attorney in Douglas, 
Georgia. He received his LL.B. degree from the Univer- 
sity of Georgia and served in the United States Navy 
in World War II. 

4. Thomas W. Preston, now operating an oil dis- 
tributing company in Bulloch County, Georgia. He was 
a First Lieutenant in the Marine Corps and served in 
the Pacific theater in World War II. 


DONALD K. TILLMAN, O.D. 


Practicing his profession of Optometry in Riviera 
Beach since 1951, Donald K. Tillmann is now secretary 
of the Florida East Coast Optometric Association (1960), 
and is active in local civic and social organizations, 

He is a native of Highland Park, Illinois, where he 
was born September 14, 1923, son of Arthur B. and 
Bertha Geiser Tillman, who are now both residents of 
Florida. His father, formerly owner of the Sparkling 
Spring Water Company of Highland Park, Illinois, is 
now retired. 

Donald Tillman graduated from Highland Park High 
School in 1942 and from Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Illinois, in 1948 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Chemistry. He took his professional studies at Northern 
Illinois College of Optometry and graduated in 1950 
with the Doctor of Optometry degree. 

On June 9, 1951, in Winnetka, Illinois, he married 
Mildred Carlson, daughter of Mrs. Elsie Carlson and a 
graduate of New Trier High School, Illinois. They came 
to Florida and made their home in Riviera Beach, 
where Dr. Tillman has carried on a successful practice 
in Optometry and has become an integral part of the 
community. His office is located at 2115 Broadway, 

Dr. Tillman is a member of the American Optometric 
Association, the Florida Optometric Association, the 
Southeastern Council of Optometrists, Inc., the Florida 
Association for Optometric Hypnosis, and the Optome- 
tric Extension Program. He is a trustee of Northwood 
Associates Trust, a real estate investment trust com- 
pany; secretary of Northwood Investors; a member of 
the Riviera Beach Chamber of Commerce, the Toast- 
masters Club, and the Kiwanis Club (a director of the 
latter in 1959); a member of the Christian Business- 
men’s Club of West Palm Beach; chairman of the board 
of Youth for Christ of West Palm Beach; and treasurer 
of the West Palm Beach Gideon Camp. He is a deacon 
of Lake Park Baptist Church, in which he teaches Sun- 
day School. As recreation he is interested in a variety 
of sports. 


Three children have been born to Dr. and Mrs. Till- 
man in West Palm Beach: 

1. Nancy, born August 20, 1953. 

2. Diane E., born August 27, 1956. 

3. Donald Kent, Jr., born February 11, 1959. 


E. REMSEN JENNINGS 


Successfully operating Jennings Art Shop in Lake 
Worth for the past twenty years, E. Remsen Jennings 
was engaged in a variety of occupations before he came 
to Florida from New York in 1940. 

He was born in New York City August 9, 1893, son of 
William H. and Adelaide Baker Jennings. His father, a 
New York City attorney, died in 1925 at the age of 56, 
but his mother reached the venerable age of 94 before - 
her death in 1954. 

Mr. Jennings graduated from Commercial High 
School, Brooklyn, New York, in 1912. In 1924 he re- 
ceived a degree in Bacteriology from Columbia Univer- 
sity. During the following years he was a drug sales- 
man, owned and operated a restaurant, and was 
employed as a safety engineer, all in New York state. 

Moving to Florida in 1940, he settled at Lake Worth 
and established his art shop, which sells artists ma- 
terials, architects and draftsmen’s supplies and does 
artistic picture framing. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Mr, Jennings is a charter member of Lake Worth 
Kiwanis Club and a member of Lake Worth Chamber 
of Commerce. Having served in the Army in World 
War I in Motor Transport #477 in France, from May 
1917 to August 1919, he is a member of the Veterans 
of World War I. Boating is his favorite recreation. 

In Brooklyn, New York, in May 1916 Mr. Jennings 
married Carolyn Keck, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Keck. The Jennings have a daughter, Elyse, born in 
Brooklyn in 1920, who graduated from Washington 
Irving High School, Brooklyn, and married Gordon 
Philpott of Schenectady, New York, who served in the 
United States Air Force in World War II. They have 
three daughters, Patricia, Jacqueline and Carolyn, and 
make their home in Lantana, Florida. 


DON CHARLES SINCLAIR 


Engaged in a general practice of law in West Palm 
Beach since he was admitted to the Florida bar in 1950, 
Don Charles Sinclair was born in East Liverpool, Iowa, 
August 31, 1925, but grew up in Lake Worth, Florida, 
where he still makes his home. His father, John W. 
Sinclair, a plastering contractor, now resides in New 
Kensington, Pennsylvania, His mother was Doris W. 
Deidrick before her marriage. 

Don Sinclair graduated from Lake Worth High 
School in 1942 and from the University of Florida in 
1950 with a Bachelor of Laws degree. Meanwhile he 
served in the United States Navy, from 1943 to 1946, 
with the rating of Petty Officer third class on dis- 
charge. ' 

Since being admitted to practice law in Florida in 
1950, he has carried on a successful private practice 
from his office in the Citizens Building in West Palm 
Beach. He is a member of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the Florida Bar and the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association, and of Delta Theta Phi law fraternity. 

Active also in civic and social groups, Mr. Sinclair is 
a director of the Civitan Club of Lake Worth, a past 
Exalted Ruler of Elks Lodge #1530, a member of Amer- 
ican Legion Post. #47, and of St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church of Lake Worth, He participates in a number of 
sports. 

Don Charles Sinclair married Helen Jeanne Royce in 
Jacksonville, Florida, on September 3, 1948. Mrs. Sin- 
clair is a daughter of Harry A. and Jessie (Capps) 
Royce and a graduate of Landon High School, Jackson- 
ville, in the class of 1945. A son, Mark Alan Sinclair, was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair in Lake Worth on August 
22, 1954, and on October 28, 1955, in West Palm Beach a 
daughter, Merri Anne, joined the family, 


: THOMAS H. DALY 


The dynamic realtor who started Jupiter jumping in 
1954 is Thomas H. Daly, who hails from Stamford, 
Connecticut, where his father was a general contractor, 
builder and developer. In five years Tom Daly con- 
verted a large area of tropical jungle and sand on the 
Gold Coast of Florida between Jupiter Inlet and Hobe 
Sound, where the Gulf Stream comes closest to the 
beach, into six private, residential communities, 
namely: Jupiter Inlet Beach Colony, Waterway Village, 
Tequesta, Bay Harbor, North Hobe Sound Shores, and 
Country Club Cove. 

Tom Daly was born in Stamford, Connecticut, Jan- 
uary 8, 1911, one of thirteen children of Thomas H., 


and Margaret (Kennedy) Daly. His father died in 1941, 
his mother in 1942, and both are buried in Stamford. 
Tom graduated from Stamford High School in 1930 and 
in his early years was a professional speed and trick 
ice skater; also played semi-professional baseball. 

He was associated with his father in the firm of 
Thomas H, Daly, Inc. ir Stamford, Connecticut, until 
July 22, 1940, when he enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps. After serving in the Pacific theater of 
World War II, he was honorably discharged with the 
rank of staff sergeant on February 24, 1946. 

Following his return to civilian life, Mr. Daly came 
to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, in 1946 and for the next 
eight years sold real estate there. In 1954 he came to 
Jupiter to settle there and established his own real 
estate business, Thomas H. Daly, Inc., which now has 
twenty-two employees, At the present time he is 
pioneering the development of Hobe Sound. 

Mr. Daly is a member of the National Board of 
Realtors, Riviera Beach Board of Realtors, and is a 
director of the Jupiter State Bank. He belongs to 
Jupiter’s Rood-Williams Post #5 of the American 
Legion and to the Tequesta Country Club. He is of the 
Roman Catholic faith, Golf, swimming and bowling 
are his favorite recreations. 

On November 28, 1953, in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
Thomas H. Daly married Virginia (Wing) daughter of 
Harold and Gladys Darling, and a graduate of the 
Mount Ida School, Newton, Massachusetts, and Edge- 
wood Park Junior College, Briarcliff Manor, New York. 

By a former marriage of Mrs. Daly, they have two 
children: 

1. Kevin Tierney, born in Greenwich, Connecticut, 
in October 1938, who graduated from Greenwich High 
School and Williams College, Williamstown, Massa- 
chusetts, with an A.B. degree in 1960. He plans to enter 
Fordham University Law School in the fall of 1960. 

2. Virginia Marie Tierney, born in Greenwich, Con- 
necticut, in February, 1940, who graduated from Sacred 
Heart High School, Greenwich, and attended Sullins 
College, Bristol, Virginia. On July 22, 1960, she married 
Donald Gilmore Webster, Jr. of Jupiter (Tequesta). Mr. 
Webster is a stock broker by profession. He graduated 
from Longmeadow High School, Longmeadow, Massa- 
chusetts, and attended the University of North Caro- 
lina. . 


JAMES G. SOMERVILLE 


James G. Somerville is founder and president of two 
investment securities firms with executive offices in 
West Palm Beach and branch sales office activities in 
many leading Florida communities. Having established 
a successful investment career in New York City, be- 
ginning in 1945, Mr. Somerville organized his present 
companies in West Palm Beach since 1951. 

Born in Fort Lee, New Jersey, October 1, 1920, he is 
a son of William P. and Eva Anna (Semmendinger) 
Somerville. His family moved to this area in 1924. He 
attended schools in the greater Palm Beaches, Delray 
Beach and Boynton Beach from 1925 to 1936. The next 
four years he attended Riverside Military Academy 
in Georgia on a scholarship and received a classical di- 
ploma there. 

From 1941 to 1946 he served in the United States 
Army as Captain of the 26th Infantry Combat Team, 
First Infantry Division, taking part in the campaigns 
of Africa, Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, Normandy, Belgium 
and Germany. He was awarded several Purple Hearts 
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THE EAST .COAST OF FLORIDA 


for wounds received in action, two Silver Stars for gal- 
lantry in action, and numerous citations and commen- 
dations from his command. 

After his return from military service in World War 
II, Mr. Somerville attended Columbia University School 
of Business and graduated in 1951 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. During these same years he was a rep- 
resentative of Investment Securities and Investment 
Counselor with First Investors Corporation of New 
York City. 

In 1951 he returned to Florida and established him- 
self in business in West Palm Beach, founding the 
First Southern Investors Corporation, and in 1955 
founded Security Planning, Inc. He has executive offices 
in the Harvey Building, West Palm Beach, and sales 
offices in the First National Bank Building, Miami, and 
in other prominent Florida communities. 

Mr. Somerville is a member of the National Asso- 
ciation of Securities Dealers, Inc., the Council of Profit 
Sharing Industries, the National Sales Executive Club, 
the First Infantry Division Association, Columbia Uni- 
versity Alumni Association, and the Methodist Church. 
He is interested in all sports. 

Mrs. Somerville is the former Arlene Harriett Corby, 
daughter of Harry R. and Sadie (Tillotson) Corby, and 
a graduate of Dover High School, Dover, New Jersey, 
and Drake College, Orange, New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. 
Somerville have a son, James Corby Somerville, born 
November 6, 1946, at Englewood, New Jersey, now a 
student at Seacrest High School, Delray Beach. The 
Somervilles have resided in Boynton Beach since 1924. 


CALVIN DECKER KINSMAN 


For thirty-five years Calvin Decker Kinsman was 
a nurseryman and florist in Miami. His character and 
conduct won the following posthumous tributes from 
state and local organizations of nurserymen: 

“Soft spoken and gentle moving, Mr. Kinsman was 
nevertheless a forceful attribute in his community 
and chosen industry.” — 

“He did much to build the nursery industry in 
which we are all engaged. His concern was always 
evident when any worthwhile project was underway. 
His support and enthusiasm were unwavering as our 
organization of nurserymen grew and developed.” 

Son of Ai Nelson and Mattie (Foster) Kinsman, 
Calvin D. Kinsman was born in Ashland, Wisconsin, 
November 4, 1882. His father was born in Wisconsin 
November 19, 1854, and died in 1942. His mother was 
born in Mendota, Illinois, October 13, 1863. The fa- 
ther was a florist in Austin, Minnesota, and in Miami. 
In 1890 he and his wife built a small greenhouse in 
Austin and began growing plants and cut flowers. 
Father and son incorporated the business in 1914 as 
A. N. Kinsman, Inc., and the elder Mr. Kinsman later 
moved to Miami, where he became a grower of 
plumosa. 

Calvin Kinsman attended grade school and the first 
two years of high school in Austin, Minnesota, fol- 
lowed by two years at Emmanuel Missionary College, 
Berrien Springs, Michigan, and two years at Madison 
College, Madison, Tennessee. After he finished at 
Madison College, he spent four years in Cuba as a 
self-supporting missionary of the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist Church. There he cleared land and raised 
fruit, chickens and bees to support the work that was 
carried on by his three companions. This group estab- 


lished a church school for native children across the 
bay from Camaguey and helped in getting missionary 
work started in Cuba. 

In 1910 Calvin was called home because of the ill- 
ness of his father, and became his business associate 
in Austin, Minnesota. In 1924 he came to Miami and 
took over the nursery which his father had estab- 
lished there. In 1930 he started a landscape business 
at Miami Beach which he operated until 1941. For the 
next six years he grew plants for the wholesale florist 
trade under the name of Calmay Nursery, and for 
about one year after that operated a landscape service 
again. At the time of his death (March 28, 1959) he 
was operating a small nursery in Miami and was 
Florida sales representative for several nursery sup- 
ply manufacturers. 

At the 1955 convention of the Florida Nurserymen 
and Growers Association, held in Palm Beach County, 
Mr. Kinsman was honored and received a plaque for 
the most outstanding display. A‘ member of the Flor- 
ida State Florists Association since 1926, he was its 
president in 1949-50, and served on its board of di- 
rectors for five years. He was also a member of the 
Florida State Nurserymen and Growers Association, 
the Dade County Nurserymen and Growers Associa- 
tion, the Southeastern Nurserymen’s Association and 
the National Nurserymen’s Association, and a life 
member of the Society of American Florists. 


Prominent in Rotary Club work, he was a charter 
member and past president of the Austin, Minnesota, 
Rotary, a charter member and past director of the 
Miami Springs Rotary, a member and past director of 
the Miami Beach Rotary, and a member of the Miami 
Rotary. He also was a member of the Miami Chamber 
of Commerce. As already indicated by his early mis- 
sionary work, his church was the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist. He was treasurer for the Miami Church 
Building Committee when the Temple Church was 
erected there and later served as lay elder, deacon 
and Sabbath School superintendent of that church. 

Mr. Kinsman was first married to Christine Owen 
of Burlington, Iowa, who died in 1923. By this mar- 
riage he had three children: 


1. Mrs. Beatrice Kinsman Wooley, who has a son, 
Theodore Howard Heap. 

2. Robert Owen Kinsman, born in 1923, died in 1937. 

3. Calvin Theodore Kinsman, D.O., of South Miami, 
who married Betty Russel of Cincinnati. They have 
three children: Linda Jacqueline, Shirley Ann and 
Deborah May. 


On September 23, 1924, at Albert Lee, Minnesota, 
Calvin D. Kinsman married Clara May Jenson, who 
was born at Bridgewater, South Dakota, May 29, 1883. 
Her father, George Jenson, a farmer and construction 
worker, was born in Pennsylvania in 1859. Her 
mother, Sophia Hanson, was born in Denmark in 1863. 
Clara May Jenson was educated in the public schools 
of Bridgewater, South Dakota, and Boulder, Colorado, 
through high school before moving to Albert Lee, 
Minnesota, where she was a dressmaker and designer 
for four years. She then began Bible teaching for the 
Minnesota Conference of Seventh Day Adventists. 
She is a member of the Adventists’ Temple Church in 
Miami and of the Florida Nurserymen and Growers 
Association. During her husband’s lifetime she shared 
his activities and interests and since his death she 
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has continued with the management of the nursery 
in Miami. 

Mrs. Kinsman has a sister, Mrs. Vesta J. McCum- 
ber, of Kelseyville, California, and a brother, E. C. 
Jenson of Cottage Grove, Oregon. Mr. Kinsman was 
survived by two sisters: Dr. Linnie Black of Miami, 
a retired osteopathic physician, and Mrs. Charles 
Ashton of Austin, Minnesota. 


ALBERTUS J. CONE 


A member of the law firm of Miller, Cone, Owen, 
Wagner and Nugent in West Palm Beach, Albertus (Al) 
J. Cone is the fourth generation of a prominent Florida 
family which gave a governor to the state (Fred Cone), 
and is a worthy representative of his family, having 
distinguished himself as a student and a soldier before 
he entered the business and _ professional world, in 
which he is also prominent. 

He was born in Raleigh, Levy County, Florida, No- 
vember 26, 1920, son of Albertus J, Sr., who died in 
1942, and Elmina (Warren) Cone, a native of Live Oak, 
Florida, who now resides in Jacksonville. His father 
was born in Gainesville, Florida, graduated from the 
University of Florida and served in the first World War 
in the United States Artillery. A former mayor of 
Gainesville and bank director in that city, he later be- 
came a real estate developer and contractor in Jackson- 
ville. 

In 1939 Al Cone graduated from Robert E. Lee High 
School in Jacksonville. Working his way through the 
University of Florida, he was secretary-treasurer of 
the freshman class, a member of the Students’ Execu- 
tive Council, president of the Debate Club, a runner-up 
in the National Debate Tournament, and was on the 
Dean’s List for scholarship, He was a member of Phi 
Eta Sigma (freshman honorary scholarship), Sigma Nu 
social fraternity, was president of the Florida Blue Key 
(honorary leadership fraternity), and was president of 
Tau Kappa Alpha (honorary debate fraternity). He 
made the Hall of Fame and “Who’s Who in American 
Colleges and Universities,’ and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1942. 

For the next three or four years he served in the 
United States Army in World War II, completing his 
service as Captain of an Infantry Rifle Company and 
won the following decorations: The Purple Heart with 
oakleaf cluster, the Bronze Star with oakleaf cluster, 
the Silver Star, and the British Military Cross; also 
miscellaneous citations and commendations. 

His first occupation following the war was as man- 
ager of the Modern Laundry and Cleaners, St. Augus- 
tine, which company has about forty employees, An 
uncle, Hobson T. Cone, is prominent in the laundry 
business in St. Augustine. During the next two years 
(1946-48) Al Cone became commercial manager of 
radio station WRUF and vice president of Padgett 
Realty and Investment Company. While in St. Augus- 
tine he joined the Junior Chamber of Commerce and 
the Exchange Club and served as president of both 
these organizations, 

In 1948 Mr. Cone entered the Law School of the 
University of Florida and graduated in 1950 with the 
Bachelor of Laws degree. While in law school he was a 
member of the staff of Florida Law Review, president 
of the John Marshall Bar Association, president of the 
Florida Blue Key, and winner of the Best Speaker 


award in the annual Moot Court. During this period of 
time he carried on extra-curricular activities, among 
which were keeping books for several small companies, 
selling insurance for a New York Life Insurance com- 
pany, and continuing as commercial manager of radio 
station WRUF. 

For one year following his graduation from law 
school he was Assistant Professor of Law at the univer- 
sity, instructing in Constitutional Law, Legal Bibliog- 
raphy, Legislative Drafting, and Municipal Corpora- 
tions. In 1951 he joined the law firm of Earnest, Smith, 
Jones, Paine and Cone, and in 1956 became a partner 
in the firm of Miller, Hewitt and Cone, which by 1959 
had become Miller, Cone, Owen, Wagner and Nugent. 

Mr. Cone is a member of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the Florida Bar and the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association, a past treasurer of the latter. He served on 
the board of directors of the West Palm Beach Junior 
Chamber of Commerce for two terms, was vice presi- 
dent of the Florida State Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce in 1954 and a director of the United States Jun- 
ior Chamber of Commerce in 1955. He is a member of 
the Kiwanis Club and Elks Lodge of West Palm Beach. 
Fishing and hunting are his favorite sports. 

At Brownsville, Texas, on April 6, 1946, Albertus J, 
Cone, Jr. married Janice McKay, daughter of Harold 
Roth and Lois (Berkeley) McKay. She graduated from 
Brownsville High School and attended the University 
of Texas, Mr, and Mrs. Cone have three children: 

1, Carolyn, born in St. Augustine, Florida, in January 
1948. 

2. Douglas, born in Gainesville, Florida, in July 1951. 

3. Stephen, born in West Palm Beach, Florida, in 
February 1956, Carolyn is now a student at Conniston 
Junior High School. 


WILLIAM C. OWEN, JR. 


Son of a prominent and early resident of Clewiston, 
William C. Owen, Jr. practiced law in that city for ten 
years before coming to West Palm Beach to become a 
member of the firm of Miller, Hewitt, Cone, Owen and 
Wagner, later Miller, Cone, Owen, Wagner and Nugent. 

His father, William C, Owen, was born in Browns- 
ville, Tennessee, graduated from the University of Ten- 
nessee in 1918 with a Civil Engineer’s degree, and 
served as a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artillery in 
the First World War. He came to Florida in 1925 and 
settled in Clewiston, where he was associated with 
Elliott and Harmon Engineering Company, Later he 
was employed by the United States Sugar Corporation, 
with offices in Clewiston, and about 1950 was named as 
a vice president of that corporation, in charge of 
engineering, transportation and real estate. At the time 
of his death in October, 1960, he was President of 
Clewiston Federal Savings and Loan Association. He 
was a former mayor of Clewiston and had been active 
in the civie affairs of that city throughout his many 
years of residence there. 

William C, Owen, Jr, was born in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, December 24, 1922. His mother was Viola Foerg 
before her marriage. He graduated from Clewiston High 
School in 1939, attended Tennessee Military Institute at 
Sweetwater, Tennessee, and Tulane University, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, from which he was graduated on 
February 25, 1944, with a Bachelor of Arts degree and 
commissioned as an Ensign in the Naval Reserve as an 
NROTC graduate. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


He first served on the staff at the Naval Training 


School at Plattsburg, New York; then aboard the U.S. . 


Vesole (DD 878) as Navigator; and later aboard the 
U.S.S. O’Hare (DD 889) as First Lieutenant and Dam- 
age Control Officer. Released from active duty in July 
1946, he was promoted to Lieutenant prior to his sep- 
aration. from the Naval Reserve. 

Following his return from active duty with the Navy, 
he entered the University of Florida Law School and 
received his Bachelor of Laws degree there on June 7, 
1948. Admitted to practice law in the State of Florida 
that same month, he set up his office in Clewiston, 
where he carried on a successful practice until he 
moved to West Palm Beach in 1958 and joined the above 
named firm. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, the Palm Beach County Bar Association, 
and the American Judicature Society; a past president 
of the Clewiston Kiwanis Club and past Commander of 
American Legion Post #93 at Clewiston; a member of 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in West Palm Beach 
and of West Palm Beach Country Club. Golf is his 
recreation. 

In Thomasville, Georgia, on March 19, 1949, he mar- 
ried Phyllis Antoinette Eidson, daughter of Frank 
Vinton and Phyllis (Murray) Eidson, and a graduate 
of Thomasville High School and of Agnes Scott College 
at Decatur, Georgia, in the class of 1948. She is a mem- 
ber of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Her 
father is a member of the Mayflower Society through 
the Vintons and. John Alden, his New England 
ancestors. 

Mr. and Mrs. William C, Owen, Jr. have four chil- 
dren: ; 

1. Antoinette, born January 12, 1951, in Pahokee, 
Florida. 

2. Claire, born September 17, 1952, in Clewiston, 
Florida, 

3. William C. Owen, III, born June 6, 1954, in Clewis- 
ton. 

4. Frank Vinton Eidson Owen, born April 14, 1957, in 
West Palm Beach. 

Antoinette, Claire and William C, III attend Military 
Trail Elementary School, West Palm Beach. 


LEE C. SHEPARD 


A Certified Public Accountant in West Palm Beach 
since 1946, Lee C. Shepard formerly practiced with his 
father, who also was a Certified Public Accountant, in 
St. Petersburg, Florida. He is a high ranking Mason 
and takes part in civic activities. 

Born in Clearwater, Florida, April 23, 1917, he is a 
son of the late Lee C, and Hazul (Chambers) Shepard. 
His mother died in 1934, his father in 1958. The family 
moved to St, Petersburg in 1918 and Lee graduated 
from St. Petersburg High School in 1934 and from St. 
Petersburg Junior College in 1936, 

For the next five years he was associated with his 
father in St. Petersburg, having been admitted to prac- 
tice as a Certified Public Accountant in Florida by 
State Board examination. During World War II he 
served from 1942 to 1946 in the United States Field 
Artillery, mainly in the Pacific theater of operations, 
and rose from.the rank of Private to Captain, Since 
1946 he has been active in the Army Reserve program 
and presently serves on the staff of the U.S. Army Gar- 
rison (3220) of West Palm Beach. 


After the war he came to West Palm Beach to settle 
and established his accounting business there. He is a 
member of the American Institute and the Florida In- 
stitute of Certified Public Accountants, of West Palm 
Beach Rotary Club, American Legion Post #12, Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Palm Lodge #327 F. and 
A. M., all Masonic bodies up to and including the 32nd 
degree Scottish Rite and Mahi Shrine Temple of Miami, 

He was married at Camp Bowie on August 8, 1943, 
to Lorraine Dobson of Dallas, Texas, daughter of Harry 
and Flonnie (Barker) Dobson, and a graduate of High- 
land Park High School, Dallas. They have two children, 
both born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Gay, born April 8, 1953. 

2. Lee, III, born June 17, 1956, 


WARD WAGNER, JR. 


Specializing in personal injury and other trial work 
in the law firm of Miller, Cone, Owen, Wagner and 
Nugent in West Palm Beach, Ward Wagner, Jr. has 
been a member of this firm since he graduated from 
law school in 1957, 

He was born in Birmingham, Alabama, August 13, 
1930, son of Lucille (Lockhart) and Ward Wagner, a 
retired executive of the Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company who now resides in West Palm Beach. 

Ward Wagner Jr. graduated from Miami Edison High 
School in 1947 and from the University of Florida in 
1954 with a Bachelor of Science in Business Adminis- 
tration degree. During the Korean War, from January 
1951 to January 1954, he served in the United States 
Coast Guard in the Atlantic. Returning to the Univer- 
sity of Florida in 1954, he graduated from the Law 
School in 1957 and was admitted to practice law in the 
State of Florida on June 21, 1957. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, the Palm Beach County Bar Association 
and Palm Beach Junior Bar, the Law Science Academy 
(a national organization), and the National Association 
of Claimants Compensation Attorneys; also of Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity, the Palm Beach County chapter of the 
University of Florida Alumni Association, of which he 
is a past president, and the West Palm Beach Senior 
and Junior Chambers of Commerce. His favorite rec- 
reation is tennis, While a student at the University of 
Florida in 1949, he was a member of the Southeastern 
Conference Championship Tennis Team. 

On May 11, 1957, in Lake City, Florida, he married 
Ruth Alice Shingler, daughter of Dr, George P. Shing- 
ler, a retired scientist who is written up in Who’s Who 
in America. Mrs. Wagner graduated from Lake City 
High School in 1952 and from the University of Florida 
in 1956 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. She is a mem- 
ber of Delta Delta Delta sorority. Mr. and Mrs, Wagner 
have two daughters, both born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Celia Antoinette, born January 7, 1958. 

2. Julia Anne, born August 13, 1959. 


GRANVILLE A. MORSE 


A real estate investments dealer, Granville A. Morse 
moved to Palm Beach from Detroit, Michigan, in 1955. 
The most outstanding fact about Mr. Morse is his re- 
markable family of nine healthy boys, ranging in age 
from nineteen to four at this writing. 

He was born in Washington, D.C., March 29, 1915, 
son of Willis J. and Mary A. (Turner) Morse. His 
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father, a New York publisher, died when Granville 
was five years old, in 1920, and is buried in Philadel- 
phia. His mother died in 1935, leaving him an orphan 
at twenty. She is buried in Atlantic City. 

Granville Morse graduated from Malvern Prepara- 
tory School at Malvern, Pennsylvania, and from 
Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., in 1937, with 
the degree of Bachelor of Science in Social Science. 
For the next three years he was associated in the real 
estate and building business in Philadelphia, and from 
1940 to 1955 was a manufacturer’s agent in Detroit. He 
entered the real estate investments business in 1955 
when he moved to Palm Beach, 

On October 14, 1939, in Detroit, Granville A. Morse 
married Katherine A. Powell, daughter of Robert M. 
and Ann Mae (Dillon) Powell, and a graduate of Rose- 
mont College. Their first son was born in Philadelphia, 
the remaining eight in Detroit. They are: 

. Granville A., Jr. (Tony), born October 27, 1940. 
. Michael J., born September 19, 1942. 

. James L., born October 27, 1943. 

. Richard H., born December 8, 1945. 

. Peter C., born February 22, 1947. 

. Thomas P., born February 24, 1948. 

. Patrick R., born February 25, 1950. 

. Kevin R., born October 16, 1951. 

. Robert L., born December 2, 1955. 

Granville, Jr., or Tony, as he is called, graduated 
from St. Stanislaus Preparatory School in Bay St. Lou- 
is, Mississippi, and is now a student at Loyola Univer- 
sity, New Orleans. Through a summer school program 
of the university, he studied at Ibero-Americana in 
Mexico City during the summer of 1960, with a view 
to improving his Spanish in anticipation of entering 
the export and import business. 

Mike graduated from St. Leo’s Preparatory School 
at St. Leo, Florida, this year (1960), and is entering 
Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama, this fall. His 
special interests are football and golf. 

All the other boys of school age attend St. Ann’s 
School in West Palm Beach. Jimmy is the fisherman of 
the family and also takes a keen interest in skin diving. 
Dick participates in a little of everything, but likes 
baseball and water skiing best. He has a dry sense of 
humor. Peter likes to play golf at the Breakers and, 
like the others, enjoys water skiing. Tommy is the pa- 
tient one, especially with his younger brothers. He and 
Pat are close pals. Pat, who belongs to the Little League 
and is an all-’round sportsman, is the mischievous one. 
At eight, Kevin has the “surprising personality,” ac- 
cording to his parents. He enjoys adult conversation 
and thinks things out. “Real boy” is what the parents 
say of Bobby, who with his:dark-rimmed spectacles 
and solemn expression has a professorial look. 

With a full baseball nine in the family, the father 
has taken over the roles of coach and umpire for games 
that take place almost daily on the spacious oceanside 
lawn at their home. Mrs. Morse takes the cheering sec- 
tion. Mr. Morse especially enjoys boating and main- 
tained a craft for some time, until he discovered that 
most of the family wanted a smaller boat. For expe- 
diency, sometimes the family is divided when holiday 
jaunts are planned. Recently Mr. and Mrs. Morse char- 
tered a boat and took five of their sons on a cruise to 
the Bahamas, planning to take the other four later. 

The Morse home is designed ideally for family en- 
joyment, with eight bedrooms, spacious living and work 
areas, a wide verandah on the ocean side and two 
swimming pools. The shallower pool, built for the 
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younger children, has little use now. Even Robert 
swims and dives. The biggest problem is clothing; ev- 
eryone borrows from someone else, and hand-me- 
downs cause some complaints. But the general atmos- 
phere is one of close kinship, camaraderie and innate 
courtesy—perhaps camouflaged in boy-to-boy contact, 
but quick to appear when the occasion demands. Mr. 
and Mrs. Morse are to be congratulated for such a fine 
family. They celebrated Father’s Day this year with 
dinner at the Sailfish Club, and merited a full-page 
writeup in the Sunday Palm Beach Post-Times. 

Mr. Morse is a member of the Detroit Athletic Club 
and the Everglades Club of Palm Beach. He and his 


family are members of St. Edward’s Catholic Church in 
Palm Beach. 


ALFRED R, NIELSEN 


The founder and president of Alfar Creamery Com- 
pany, Alfred R. Nielsen, organized the first Dairy As- 
sociation in the State of Florida in 1913 and has been 
preoccupied with the dairy industry ever since then. 
He spent many years on various committees endeavor- 
ing to get adequate facilities for dairy research, teach- 
ing, and dairy experimentation at the University of 
Florida, and his efforts were finally rewarded when, 
shortly after J, Hillis Miller became president of the 
university, these necessary facilities were inaugurated 
and provided in the State of Florida. Mr. Nielsen is also 
an organizer and executive in other lines of business 
and is still very active in civic and welfare organiza- 
tions, in which he has always played a prominent part. 

Born in Negaunee, Michigan, September 13, 1885, he 
was nine years old when his parents moved to White 
City, Florida, in October 1894. No elementary schooling 
being available in that community at the time, he was 
tutored by a former high school teacher, and in 1903 
entered what is now the University of Florida, then 
located at Lake City. Originally known as the East 
Florida Seminary, this institution was moved to 
Gainesville in 1906, Graduating in 1907, Mr. Nielsen 
was one of the university’s first graduates and, in fact, 
the first graduate to major in Agriculture. He then at- 
tended the Iowa State College at Ames, Iowa, where 
he took post-graduate work in dairying and a veter- 
inary course, finishing in 1910. 

For three years he worked for the Federal Govern- 
ment in the Extension Service of the State of Florida. 
In 1917 he took a position as Agricultural Advisor in 
the Southern States Land and Timber Company, who, 
under his direction, developed the first certified dairy 
farm of pure-bred Guernsey cows at Loxahatchee 
Farms. In-1922 he organized and developed the Palm 
Beach Creamery and purchased the Loxahatchee Dairy 
from Southern States Land and Timber Company, leas- 
ing the lands which made up the Loxahatchee Dairy 
Farm, About three years later, in 1925, he sold out all 
his dairy interests to Southern Dairies, Inc. and for the ~ 
next four and a half years enjoyed life, traveling ex- 
tensively. 

Returning to business activity in 1929, he organized 
Alfar Creamery Company, which started operations in 
1930. Mr. Nielsen is still president of this company and 
his son, Gordon, is executive vice president. The older 
man is also twice past president of the Florida Dairy 
Association, past president and a director of the South- 
ern Association of Ice Cream Manufacturers, a past 
member of the International Association of Ice Cream 
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Manufacturers and of the Board of Directors of the 
Milk Industry Foundation. He was one of the organ- 
izers and at present is on the Board of Directors of the 
Atlantic National Bank of West Palm Beach, and is a 
member of the Board of Directors and the Finance 
Committee of Florida Power and Light Company, 

Mr. Nielsen is a member of thirty-seven years stand- 
ing and a past president of the West Palm Beach Rotary 
Club; an organizer and member of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Y.M.C.A. in the Palm Beaches; a member 
of the Board of Governors of the Good Samaritan Hos- 
pital; a member of the West Palm Beach Golf Com- 
mission; and a member of Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church in which he has served as vestryman. He was 
president of the Gulf Stream Council of Boy Scouts of 
America two years, on its Finance Committee for many 
years, and has served on the Executive Committee of 
the Sixth Region and on the National Council of Boy 
Scouts of America. During the war years he was Fund 
Campaign Director of the American Red Cross, was 
president of the Palm Beach County Chapter for two 
years, and is now a member of the Executive Commit- 
tee. He has taken an active part in such organizations 
as the Tuberculosis Association, the Negro Welfare 
Society, Cancer Research, and many others, Mr. Nielsen 
has many outside activities, but agriculture, and par- 
ticularly the dairy industry, is always his first con- 
sideration. 

While attending Iowa State College he met Miss 
Mavia Elsberry and they were married in 1911, They 
have two daughters and a son, eleven grandchildren 
and to date, two great-grandchildren. 


FREDERICK H. HOPE, SR. 


An exciting career in the wild west and in Mexico 
was the prelude to the later career as a -commercial 
artist of Frederick H. Hope, Sr. 

The eighth of nine children of James Hope, Fred 
Hope, Sr. was born in Carson City, Nevada, June 15, 
1888. His mother, whose family name was Young, was 
born in San Francisco; his father in Wales. 

James Hope, the father, was living in Springfield, 
Illinois, when Lincoln was running for the State Legis- 
lature. As a young man he was a scout for the United 
States Army. He and his brother were retained by 
Brigham Young after the Navajo massacre to help 
bring the Mormons to Salt Lake City. His brother 
stayed there and married a Mormon woman. James 
followed the gold rush of 1849 and after that had a 
mining supply and general store in Empire, Nevada, 
near Virginia City—the only store in town, 

Fred Hope, Sr. grew up in Salt Lake City and in San 
Francisco, and was in the Golden Gate city at the time 
of the 1906 earthquake. He was a rancher in Wyoming, 
Washington, Oregon and Montana, and went to Alaska 
for a brief period. He also was in the hauling business 
in San Francisco, He and his brother participated in 
the Mexican Revolution with Pancho Villa and were 
expelled from Mexico. After that he came East and at- 
tended art school in New York and Philadelphia. While 
finishing art school in Philadelphia, he worked for a 
large trucking company and became general manager. 
Upon completing his art course, he went to Asbury 
Park, New Jersey, as general superintendent for the 
Straud Company, pioneers in outdoor advertising. 

Having married meanwhile, he came to Florida for a 
warmer climate for his wife’s health, and settled in 


West Palm Beach in 1924, There he was in the commer- 
cial art business, doing neon signs and outdoor adver- 
tising. He died April 24, 1958. 
i Mr, and Mrs. Frederick H. Hope, Sr, had two chil- 

ren; 

1. Alice Virginia, born in Asbury Park, New Jersey, 
September 21, 1923. She died in 1941, 

2. Frederick H. Hope, JrZ born in West Palm Beach 
March 18, 1925; an attorney in Palm Beach. (See 
sketch). 


FREDERICK H. HOPE, JR. 


Now a partner in the law firm of Anderson and Hope 
of Palm Beach, Frederick H. Hope, Jr, served two years 
as Assistant County Solicitor of Palm Beach County 
(1957-59), and was formerly a special agent of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation. He is prominent in pro- 
fessional, civic and social groups. 

A native of West Palm Beach, he was born March 13, 
1925, a son of Mary I. (Kennedy) Hope, who died in 
May 1935, and Frederick H. Hope, Sr., who died April 
24, 1958. The senior Frederick Hope was born in Carson 
City, Nevada, raised in Salt Lake City and San Fran- 
cisco, and settled in West Palm Beach in 1924. He was 
a commercial artist. 

Frederick Hope, Jr. graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1941, attended Palm Beach Junior College in 
1946-47, graduated from Stetson University in 1950 with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and from Stetson College of 
Law in 1951 with the Bachelor of Laws degree, A 
brilliant student, he was elected to the office of presi- 
dent of the Student Body of the entire university dur- 
ing his senior year at Stetson and was elected to Who's 
Who Among Students in American Colleges and Uni- 
versities, He is a member of Delta Sigma Phi social 
fraternity, Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity, Theta Alpha 
Phi national dramatic fraternity, and Omicron Delta 
Kappa national leadership honorary fraternity. 

During World War II, from March 1943 to June 1946, 
he served in the United States Marine Corps in the 
Caribbean and Pacific theaters as an instructor in the 
Marine Air Wing and was also attached to the Naval 
Intelligence. 

Following his graduation from law school, he was 
admitted to practice law in Florida in June 1951. Dur- 
ing the next six years he served as a special agent of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, after which he be- 
came Assistant County Solicitor for Palm Beach 
County. Having served two years in that capacity, he 
entered private practice in the law firm of Anderson 
and Hope. 

In 1960 Mr. Hope ran for State Senator to fill the va- 
cated seat of Senator Dickinson, who was running for 
Governor. He carried 27 out of 47 districts and lost by 
an actual difference of 272 votes—the closest race for 
that seat in thirty years. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, the Palm Beach County Bar Association, 
the National District Attorneys Association, and the 
Society of Former Agents of the F.B.I, He has been 
active in community work for the Red Cross, for Elks 
Crippled Children’s Home, and in other civie affairs, 
He is a member of Bethesda-by-the-Sea Episcopal 
Church and of the Coral Beach Club, the 99 Club, and 
the Everglades Club of Palm Beach. 

At Royal Poinciana Chapel, Palm Beach, on March 
30, 1959, he married Margaret L. Swanson, daughter of 
Dr. Fred J. Swanson, a dentist practicing in Palm Beach 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


and New York, and Elizabeth (Lauten) Swanson. Mrs. 
Hope is a graduate of the Graham-Eckes private school, 
Palm Beach, and attended St. Joseph’s Academy, Bay- 
shore, Long Island, New York. By a previous marriage 
she has two children: Paul C, Debry, III, born July 26, 
1947, and Elizabeth Debry, born August 26, 1950. A son, 
Frederick H. Hope, III, was born to Mr, and Mrs. Hope 
on June 1, 1960. 


ROBERT R. HORNER 


Since 1950 Robert R. Horner has been employed by 
the Boynton Landscape Company, whose office is in 
Palm Beach. Prior to his association with this company 
Robert Horner was launched on a military career, but 
after five years of service in the Occupation Forces in 
Europe following World War II, he resigned from the 
United States Air Force to enter the ranks of business. 

Son of Colonel Albert A. Horner, United States Army 
Retired, a West Point graduate, and Lucy (Roff) Horn- 
er, both now residing in Austin, Texas, Robert R. 
Horner was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, February 14, 1923. 
Being the son of a military man, he “saw the world” 
at an early age and received his education in various 
places. Following his graduation from Roosevelt High 
School in Honolulu, he attended the University of 
Hawaii for one year, At Cornwall, New York, he at- 
tended Stanton Preparatory School and then entered 
the United States Military Academy at West Point, 
from which he was graduated in 1945. From that time 
until March 1950 he was a pilot in the US Air Force 
with the rank of Lieutenant and, as already stated, 
served in the Army of Occupation in Europe. Following 
his return from Europe Mr. Horner became secretary- 
treasurer of Boynton Landscape Company, which posi- 
tion he still holds. and is also general manager of the 
Maintenance Department of this company. 


Actively participating in the civic life of his com- 
munity, he is vice-chairman of the Palm Beach County 
Board of Public Instruction, a member of the Palm 
Beach Community Chest and chairman of its Budget 
Committee, and past president of West Palm Beach 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. He received The Dis- 
tinguished Service Award as the Outstanding Young 
Man in West Palm Beach for 1955. In social circles he 
is a member of the Sailfish Club of Palm Beach and the 
Quiet Birdmen Club, in which he is Governor of the 
Palm Beach Hangar, His church is the Episcopal 
Bethesda-by-the-Sea in Palm Beach, Fishing is his 
favorite sport. 

He was married in Holy Trinity Church, West Palm 
Beach, on January 24, 1946, to Marion Jean Sturrock, 
daughter of James D. and Anna May (Porter) Sturrock. 
Her father is president of Boynton Landscape Com- 
pany, Boynton Nurseries and Knollwood Groves in 
Palm Beach County. Mrs. Horner graduated from Palm 
Beach High School and attended Stetson University at 
DeLand, Florida. The Horners have two children, born 
in West Palm Beach: 

1. Sandra Susan, born January 3, 1951. 

2. Robert R. Jr., born October 11, 1952. 


ARTHUR R. LYMAN, JR. 


Owner of the Crystal Rock Water Company of Lake 
Worth, which his father founded in 1927, Arthur R. 
Lyman, Jr, is a member of a pioneer family of Lantana. 
In fact, his grandfather, Morris Benson Lyman, named 
the town from the beautiful flower of that name which 


grew in profusion on the land that he and his father, 
M. K. Lyman, homesteaded. 

The following account is taken from The History of 
Beautiful Palm Beach by J. W. Travers. Preceded by 
his father, M. B. Lyman came to Florida in 1883 and, 
after stopping at Jacksonville for a time, accompanied 
the Brelsford brothers to Lake Worth (which then 
meant the whole area from’one end of the lake to the 
other.) In 1884 he returned to Detroit to marry Mary A. 
Beltz and brought her back to Jacksonville, where they 
made their home for about two years and where their 
first son, George G., was born, While Mrs. Lyman and 
the baby visited her parents in Detroit, M. B. Lyman 
came to Lantana (then part of Hypoluxo) to get started 
in business, and in 1888 brought his family to their new 
home there. In 1889 the locality was given a post office 
with the name chosen for it by Mr. Lyman, and he was 
Lantana’s first postmaster. He founded a mercantile 
establishment that bore his name and was a material 
factor in the growth of the town. After her husband’s 
death, Mrs, Mary B. Lyman, beloved by her neighbors, 
donated the site for a community building where 
church and Sunday School services were held and she 
was one of the trustees of the Sunday School. 

Arthur R. Lyman, Sr, was in the grocery business in 
Lake Worth for many years prior to founding the 
Crystal Rock Water Company. He and his wife, Arthur 
Jr.'s mother, who was Berthe E. Papot, granddaughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Elliott, who were also early 
pioneers, are still residents of Lake Worth. 


Arthur Lyman, Jr., born April 9, 1913, in Lantana 
(as was his father), graduated from Lake Worth High 
School in 1930 and from the University of Florida in 
1934 with a Bachelor of Science degree. For the first 
two years out of college he was occupied in his father’s 
business, In 1936 he became an employee of the Circuit 
Court of Palm Beach County and remained in that 
position until October of 1940, when he volunteered for 
extended active duty as a First Lieutenant in the 
United States Army Reserve. He served in the Euro- 
pean theater for the duration of the war and came out 
a Lieutenant Colonel, Returning to his father’s busi- 
ness in 1946, he succeeded him on his retirement and 
has continued to operate the business since then. 

He is one of the founders of the Florida Bottled 
Water Association, of which he is past president and 
now secretary; and the American Bottled Water Asso- 
ciation, of which he is regional vice president. 

Mr. Lyman is a member of the Chambers of Com- 
merce of Lake Worth, Palm Beach, Boynton Beach and 
Delray Beach; of the Lake Worth Rotary Club, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of Lake Worth, the Palm 
Beach Power Squadron, Gulf Stream Lodge #245, F. 
and A.M., Lake Worth Consistory, Sem-I-No Grotto, 
Mahi Temple Shrine of Miami, and the Palm Beach 
County Shrine Club. 

On April 4, 1953, he married Jean Whipple Sandals 
of Lake Worth, daughter of Mrs. Ralnh H. Whipple 
and the late Mr, Whipple of Lake Worth, Florida; and 
they have a daughter, Cheryl L., born in West Palm 
Beach November 28, 1955, By an earlier marriage Mr. 
Lyman has two children: Carole E., born at Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, March 13, 1943, now a student at 
Lake Worth High School; and Arthur R. Lyman, III, 
born August 20, 1944, at Gainesville, Florida, also a 
student at Lake Worth High School. 

Douglas H. Sandals is Mrs. Lyman’s son by a previous 
marriage, born March 30, 1943. 


[183] 


hotaagnone 
ars boi dw) co 


cork wieder “aditivrinpibeahan 
rind) atodw bra aay ows trode yy cuauorl nigel? wbarn 
bite, oisayt ahd aie avqait COW, DO syacey? soe ta1H 
wen A OM sindsth ai asmmied tol fadigey vod alt 
mest joy oF (onularygtl to bbl seeds) Cat te @! (e 
vont viet oy eligeast atefda eat a oth ne ane 
sani treaty & SHOR Base vtitesad t aarti rate 
ew art hire aacngd Ae gd Hod nets aranaarlt ahew 
Nimo « bébabel «Hl selaga 4, Fe a’ nee 
its 2. aew fine orm eth ceed: jar yororitelailels 
‘yimtewad you walhA cewet ofl) To Woxs ans sj a0" 
roddyien wd yl bovelsd anid eget 2 died 
vodet unibfiied yoiavineios « 40) dia oct) beeadtob 
of: tas bio orow eativise foodea vwebaud, brn doapao 
qabowe wit Tovestert oft Yo sete aniw 
math nt cow 12 oma Fe worl 
oe, wiaey Yuan cot ahow adel 
yaaqno.) ate dooth felewiD 
“are aw atu. vorlous 21, 
Pon dqoseL. edd hous Mt te 
JfhweoW osied to etachieen, Re oes Ralgsinwig 
amined mi bit © faa ato ,ck ;asored waierA 
fRith HOW ood wort bsisubom (ore? niet saw Bad 
At bbeONT Wo yiovteviol «tt aos? bas’ GbUt oi toast 
eth. at oO axriysb-aonsiv® te voludos® ae cite BERi 
‘soviet Zit ot beigisoo euw od oyslicd Io. feoowerey ows 
iio? ad} Jo seve spas ta sregvod wit BOL AL weadtiaind 
rom: a Soatemes bin yMaioD code otal Ie rineD 
i bsaavinoioy of, Geriw be! iy sedpin® Tina neilieon 
oh gt tamoeiseot! Jedd «an vieh sviles hobietes 
~oma ai ef beviee oh awatcel yatA eatele tedial 
bie oft bire vew od? To cscbanena ont to? 4gieod) movg 
aud evivah sid of Reigiien fenofoD Nusioteoit « 
bein Inegiriijon gid am ol bohedsous od Rn AL amrt 
eaizud ply otnwsde of bowndines nad 
holiest shell sit lo aabawot adt lo ga0 4 off 
bria sebyesny Jenty et od dotde Wo nbteiveA ie 
<A weW bolo sedhemaA silt Bak oysters won 
intibivong, enty lehaigen ar wel Airy: te .cuthete 
“imi do etdenat® ay le cadena 6 abaemnd «Mt 
we Roane netrved, isco ois dinoW, ated to sorad 
dat cine rheinW one of te sao yee 
pe ant tio’! aatsh lo xW wylewl lo enctotV 
A PS eabok maces dottmapR sawot douek 
Mier) offs l- prs, eandonts dhiaW etal MA bie 
dyiod seth ast aiid, Bite SOP lo ont: ofgniveT iris 
aeahe aes: 
ide fa te } 


lool ye 
OY seared yroccer 
mld Baitey ol 
tutta. Alb wirl Doe aH 
wttguwAbrnawy soqat uA 
(ise dele ow caw 


sth) eee 26 


elebans oye mink Michail ack: 
onhdgeg te Th OS, 2TH Yo ‘vote 











‘ Pyare tak ay 
oly i ie ae por A, qt és ge va 
‘ules 2 gaps ye pf hk pe OR a ee aes 


re 20m oe TS vente a 


as pee nt 
se. i. 





) bas bid 















































, 


vd be 
ist ai | 
Vasque, ae 


Md 99189 ve . 


Figen 
triode saxvT niles, 
£SQL Ot yranrsde , duo mete: 
“Singur wae” sil sare Sante 
ausinay at agilaoube abd bavioonn hoe. ie 
Mpilt sovoneoK mor) oviisubsty eid gaiwolle’ 
to YWikrevial! ot bebmstis od poem 
-$8 oh aloY wolt Mawnwd tA , 0 
beter madi bre toords@ srosat 
dail ReW t4 yrobaaA yintilit, a 
amid feds cont 21 ni bolaubeyy, Peep 
vet «LA BU gift a a as 
betem ybeods a bow Are 
yiuiwolls®, sqausd al foUinqsrenO W x a a 
-Yieetes srumad rowrtoll «M sqowd moth | 
~hoq doidw ogame? sysehind ohne 
att to yen: Iexoney ocle ef bane .eblod Mite 2 
erage ell? Id enema Oy 
~rmo alll to shi givin oli ab getitegt 
i080) does mint odt Yo asmrsintiy- solver i9 
naled sath Rorriesrn eh yg atm ob fis 


jenbutt oti te meeertiads bas 
tose relat tz9'W Yo 


“to ro 







’ i Resa 4, tars 
Me saan Lk 


r Ol 


vir dade ‘ 


THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


WILLIAM EDWARD FEEK 


The proprietor of the Salon of Music in Palm Beach, 
with branches in West Palm Beach and Pompano 
Beach, has been operating his music store in Palm 
Beach since 1946. He is prominent in the civic and so- 
cial life of Palm Beach. 

Born in Lake Placid, New York, May 14, 1922, Wil- 
liam Edward Feek is a son of Dr. William Ewart and 
Dorothy (Young) Feek. His father, a native of Brush- 
ton, New York, is a retired pharmacist, a graduate of 
the University of Michigan and veteran of World War 
I. He had a drug store in Lake Placid, New York, 
and upon moving to Palm Beach in 1935, purchased the 
Metriam Drug Store on Worth Avenue and changed its 
name to The Everglades Pharmacy. He retired in 1949. 

William Edward Feek graduated from Palm Beach 
High School in 1939, attended Palm Beach Junior Col- 
lege for one year and the University of Michigan one 
year. Enlisting in the United States Air Force in Sep- 
tember, 1942, he served for the duration of World War 
II and was honorably discharged in 1945 with the 
rank of Lieutenant. After his return from the Air Force 
he established his Salon of Music in Palm Beach, and 
in 1947 opened the West Palm Beach store. The Pom- 
pano Beach branch was opened in 1959. 

Mr. Feek is a member of the Rotary Club of Palm 
Beach, Elks Lodge #1352 and American Legion Post 
#12 of West Palm Beach, an associate of the Fraternal 
Order of Police, a past president and one of the foun- 
ders of the Islanders Club of Palm Beach, a member 
of the 99 Club, the Sailfish Club, and the Lake Placid 
Club of New York; also the Episcopal Church. Boating 
and swimming are his recreations of choice. 

He was married in West Palm Beach April 17, 1947, 
to Marilyn Roth of Great Neck, Long Island, New 
York; daughter of Arthur Chester and Viola (Schur) 
Roth and a graduate of Great Neck High School. The 
Roths are merchants in Palm Beach and Southampton, 
Long Island. 

Mr. and Mrs. Feek have a son and a daughter: 

1. John Richard Feek, born January 5, 1944, at Great 
Neck, L.I., now a student at Palm Beach High School. 

2. Sherry Lynn Feek, born September 8, 1948, in 
West Palm Beach, a student at Palm Beach Junior 
High School. 

Note: Mr. Feek died October 25, 1961. 


KENNETH JOHN HORTON 


Former Judge of the Municipal Court of Lake Worth 
and City Prosecutor since 1957, Kenneth John Horton 
began his career as an educator but after serving in 
World War II turned to the study of law. 

He was born in Chicago, Illinois, May 27, 1917, son of 
Roland Schipper and Lillian (Buschbaum) Horton, 
both natives of Chicago, where his father was born 
July 22, 1895, and his mother on February 6, 1896. His 
father was a retail merchant and insurance executive, a 
city commissioner of Lake Worth and District Governor 
of Rotary International. 

Kenneth Horton graduated from Lake Worth High 
School in 1935 and received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of Florida in 1939 and a Master of 
Arts degree from the same university in 1940. For the 
next three years he was a high school teacher at Leon 
High School in Tallahassee. From 1943 to 1946 he served 
in the Legal Section of the Medical Administrative 


Corps of the United States Army with the rank of Cap- 
tain, 

After his return from the Army he entered the Uni- 
versity of Florida Law School, received his Bachelor of 
Laws degree in 1948, and was admitted to practice law 
in Florida that year. In 1949 he was appointed Judge 
“ad litem” of the Municipak Court of Lake Worth and 
served in that office until 1957, when he became City 
Prosecutor of Lake Worth. In addition to his legal prac- 
tice, he is vice president and a director of Flame Radio 
and Television, Inc., station WOXT, Palm Beach. 

Judge Horton is a member of the Palm Beach Coun- 
ty, the Florida and the Federal Communications Com- 
mission Bar Associations; past president of Lake Worth 
Kiwanis Club and of Lake Worth Chamber of Com- 
merce; a member of Delta Tau Delta and Delta Theta 
Phi (legal) fraternities; of the American Legion, Elks 
Lodge, and the First Congregational Church of Lake 
Worth, in which he was a Moderator in 1958. Active in 
Masonry, he is a member of Gulf Stream Lodge F, and 
A.M., Lake Worth Consistory (where he serves as 
organist), all Scottish Rite bodies including the 32nd 
degree, and Mahi Temple Shrine of Miami, He is also a 
past patron of the Order of the Eastern Star and a 
member of the Order of Amaranth. Music is his hobby. 

On December 12, 1960, in West Palm Beach, Judge 
Horton married Margaret Norris MacEachron, daughter 
of Mr, and Mrs. Albert Tracy of Lake Worth. Mrs. 
Horton is known in Palm Beach County as a radio and 
public relations personality. 

By his first marriage Judge Horton has a daughter, 
Pamela Elizabeth Horton, born June 10, 1946, in Bilt- 
more, North Carolina, now a student at Lake Worth 
High School and a member of the Girl Scouts, the 4H 
Club, and the Lake Worth Swimming Club. 

Children of Mrs. Horton’s previous marriage are 
Judith Horton, a senior at the University of Miami, and 
Nancy Horton, a senior at Lake Worth High School. 


D. A. “JACK” SUTHERLAND 


President of Jack Sutherland and Associates, Inc., 
Palm Beach, since 1953, D. A, Sutherland, better 
known as Jack, was formerly in the real estate business 
in Huntington, West Virginia, for two years and pre- 
vious to that had a variety of occupations. 

Born in the town of Chesapeake, Lawrence County, 
Ohio, October 31, 1914, he is a son of ‘Albert Edison 
and Margaret Elizabeth (Arthur) Sutherland. His fath- 
er was christened Edison for his godfather, Thomas 
Edison. He was a furniture dealer in Huntington, West 
Virginia, and a relative of the Honorable Howard K. 
Sutherland, United States Senator from West Vir- 
ginia, and his son, Richard K. Sutherland, a West Point 
graduate and Lieutenant General of the United States 
Army, who was Chief of Staff to General Douglas 
MacArthur during World War II. Jack Sutherland’s 
father died in 1950. His mother is living in Huntington, 
West Virginia, 

He graduated from Huntington High School in 1934 
and from Marshall College, Huntington, West Virginia, 
in 1938 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. For the first 
two years out of college he was with Firestone Tire 
and Rubber Company in California, in sales and as an 
engineer in their air conditioning and refrigerating 
department. 

Enlisting in the United States Air Force as a private 
in 1942, he served over thirty months in the European 
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SHE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


theater and was advanced to the rank of Captain, He 
was discharged in January 1946. 

While in the service in Europe, Captain Sutherland 
collaborated with the Red Cross director of the Euro- 
pean theater, and with chaplains and statistical officers, 
in running a survey of American service men. This 
was done in the form of a questionnaire and personal 
interviews with thousands of servicemen to determine 
their needs and intentions on discharge from the serv- 
ice. These questionnaires were tabulated and later put 
into book form at the direction of the European Com- 
mander and were circulated through different depart- 
ments of the federal and state government of the 
United States. The books, illustrated by artists who 
were in the service, were later distributed to the 
Chambers of Commerce of all major cities. This survey 
established the need for the G.I. Bill of Rights, which 
benefited the economy of the country. 

After the war Mr. Sutherland became a gentleman 
farmer and distributor of packaged candies at Roanoke, 
Virginia. From 1949 to 1951 he worked for the garment 
business in sales and distribution out of New York 
City. In 1951 he entered the real estate business in his 


home town of Huntington, West Virginia, and in 1953. 


came to Florida and set himself up in the real estate 
and investments business in Palm Beach with an office 
at 276 South County Road. 

Mr. Sutherland’s firm put together the land develop- 
ment and building deal for the town now known as 
East Orlando where Sutherland Drive is named for 
him. They also sold the land and development known 
as Apollo Beach, outside of Tampa, and sold Mr. 
Francis Corr’s home in Jupiter to Perry Como. 

Mr. Sutherland is a member of Tequesta Country 
Club in Jupiter, the Breakers Country Club, Palm 
Beach, West Palm Beach Country Club, the Fraternal 
Order of Police, and the Presbyterian Church. Golf 
and flying are his recreations. 

He has a daughter, Nancy Margaret Sutherland, born 
at Beckley, West Virginia, July 17, 1943, now a linguist 
student at Green Briar College, Lewisburg, West Vir- 
ginia. 


G. EDWARD DAIL, JR. 


The Executive Director of the Central and Southern 
Florida Flood Control District, G. Edward Dail, Jr., 
has been a resident of Florida since 1939. Before he was 
appointed to the above-named position, in 1958, Mr. 
Dail served in several capacities with the university 
system of Florida and as special assistant to the Gov- 
ernor. For nearly five years, 1944-48, he was assistant 
business manager with the Florida State Board of 
Control. 

Mr. Dail was born October 31, 1918, in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, which was also the birthplace of his 
mother, Hannah (Kershaw) Dail. His father, George 
E. Dail, a native of North Carolina, attended Trinity 
College (now Duke University) at Durham, North 
Carolina, and previous to his retirement in 1954 was 
associated with the manufacture of woolen yarns in 
Philadelphia, Both parents are residents of Lake 
Worth, Florida. 

After graduating from Northeast High School, Phila- 
delphia, in 1935, G. E, Dail, Jr. attended the University 
of Pennsylvania for a while before coming to Florida, 
where he entered Stetson University and graduated in 
1942 with a Bachelor’s degree in Economics. In 1954 
he completed a post graduate course in Management 


and Political Science at Florida State University. Dur- 
ing World War II, from 1942 to 1946, he served with 
the O.S.S. in the China theater of operations and re- 
turned to active duty with the Army Security Agency 
during the Korean war, 1951-52, He now holds the 
rank of Captain in the Military Intelligence Reserve. 

Mr. Dail is a member of Sigma Nu fraternity at 
Stetson University, Pi Gamma Mu (a national Social 
Science fraternity), the Kiwanis Club of West Palm 
Beach, West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Florida State Chamber of Commerce for which he 
is serving on several committees, His religious affilia- 
tion is with the Episcopal Church. For recreation he 
enjoys golf, bowling, fishing and swimming, 

In Apopka, Florida, on August 16, 1950, Mr. Dail 
married Ruth Haddox, a native of Florida, who grad- 
uated from Apopka High School in 1943 and from 
Florida State University in 1946 with a B.S.B.A. degree. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dail are the parents of two children, both 
born in Tallahassee: 

1. Stephen Edward, born February 21, 1954. 

2. Deborah Ann, born December 19, 1956, 


WILLIAM GERNON, M.D. 


A resident of Lake Worth, Florida, since 1949, Dr. 
William Gernon, whose specialty is Ophthalmology and 
Otolaryngology (Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat), is on the 
medical staff of the Good Samaritan and St. Mary’s 
Hospital in West Palm Beach, the Palm Beach General 
Hospital in Lake Worth, and Bethesda Memorial Hos- 
pital in Boynton Beach. He is a former Chief of the 
Joint Staff of the Southeast Tuberculosis Hospital at 
Lantana, where he is now an active consultant. ri 
Gernon had extensive preparation for his work, 
cluding six years experience in the United States rea 
He is prominent in medical circles and also finds time 
for civic activities. 

Born in Kankakee, Illinois, August 30, 1910, he is 
a son of Dr, John Hall Gernon, who was born in Can- 
ada, and of Anna Deland Gernon, a native of Paris, 
France, His father graduated from Rush Medical Col- 
lege, Chicago, and practiced medicine and surgery in 
Kankakee, Illinois, He died June 17, 1926, 

William Gernon graduated from Kankakee High 
School in 1928 and from the University of Illinois in 
1932 with a Bachelor of Science degree. Continuing in 
the Medical School of the University of Illinois, he 
received his M.D. degree in 1934. From June of that 
year until the following January, 1935, he was resi- 
dent in Psychiatry at Peoria State Hospital, Peoria, 
Illinois. A year’s internship in Surgery followed at 
the Augustana Hospital in Chicago; then a three-year 
residency (1936-39) in Ophthalmology at the Illinois 
Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, Chicago, and a two- 
year residency (1939-41) in Otolaryngology at Western 
Reserve University Lakeside Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Enlisting in the United States Army in 1941, Dr, Ger- 
non was Chief of the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Service 
of the Fourth General Hospital in the Southwest Pa- 
cific, and remained in the Army until 1947, when he 
was retired in the permanent rank of Major. 

After two years private practice in Chicago, Dr. 
Gernon moved to Lake Worth, Florida, where his 
professional services have been of great benefit to the 
community. 

He is a member of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the Florida State Medical Association, the Palm 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Beach County Medical Society, the Chicago Medical 
Society, the Greater Miami Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat 
Society, the Florida State Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat 
Society, Chicago Ophthalmology Society, the American 
Academy of Otolaryngology and Ophthalmology, and 
a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, the 
International College of Surgeons, and the American 
Geriatric Society, 

Dr, Gernon is also a member of the Lake Worth 
Rotary Club and a director for 1960 to 1966, a member 
of the Lake Worth Chamber of Commerce, the Knights 
of Columbus Fourth Degree, Sacred Heart Church at 
Lake Worth, and the Manalopan Club. 

He was married in Chicago on October 12, 1946, to 
Nancy J. Bruce, daughter of John and Nancy (Bennett) 
Bruce of Melbourne, Australia, where Mrs. Gernon 
was born. She is a graduate of Baloral College, Syd- 
ney, Australia. Dr. and Mrs. Gernon have a son, Wil- 
liam John Gernon, born October 10, 1947, in Chicago. 


HERBERT L. KEATTS 


A real estate operator in Boynton Beach for the past 
ten years, Herbert L, Keatts was in the dairy business 
in Palm Beach County for more than twenty years, 
and is a familiar figure in the civic life of Boynton 
Beach. 


He was born in Dover, Stuart County, Tennessee, 
March 20, 1901, son of Edward B, and Nettie M. (Shel- 
by) Keatts, both natives of Tennessee, where his father 
farmed all his life and died in 1939. At this writing his 
mother is still living in Clarksville, Tennessee. 


Herbert graduated from Stuart County Elementary 
School in Tennessee and attended Dover High School 
for a while, but left school to work on his father’s 
farm. In 1925 he came to Boynton Beach to settle here. 
He worked on the Lake Worth Drainage District for a 
short period of time and then, in 1927, got into the dairy 
business with M. A. Weaver, pioneer dairyman of 
Palm Beach County. Late in 1928 he became super- 
visor of the Williamson Dairy Farm, owned by R. F. 
Williamson, and was there about four years. In 1932 
he established his own dairy in Boynton Beach and 
successfully carried on this enterprise for sixteen years. 

Having become interested in the real estate busi- 
ness, Mr, Keatts obtained his Palm Beach County li- 
cense in 1950 and his broker’s license for the State 
of Florida in 1954. In April 1957 he joined the Sea- 
Crest Realty and Insurance Agency Company of Boyn- 
ton Beach, whose other members are C, N. Boos, presi- 
dent, C. W. Woosley, R. L. Brandein and D, W. Gandy. 


Mr. Keatts is a member of the Palm Beach Realty 
Board, the Boynton Beach Chamber of Commerce, a 
twenty-year member and past president of the Boyn- 
ton Beach Rotary Club, a member of F, and A. M. 
Boynton Lodge #236 and of the Methodist Church. 
Fishing is his favorite recreation. 


He was married in Clarksville, Tennessee, December 
30, 1923, to Clarice McGregor, daughter of Albert L. 
and Lillie (Green) McGregor of Indian Mound, Ten- 
nessee, where Mrs, Keatts was born. A daughter, J. 
Lorraine Keatts, born in Ridge Springs, South Caro- 
lina, February 28, 1929, graduated from Boynton Beach 
High School, attended Brevard Junior College in Bre- 
vard, North Carolina, and married Kenneth G. Gouge 
of North Carolina, a Captain in the United States Air 
Force. He served in the Korean War and is now sta- 


tioned at Fort Meade, Maryland, They have two 
daughters: Julia, born in 1948 at Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina, and Holly, born in 1955 at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. 


JOHN M. BOISE 


Now president of Service-Iron, Inc. of West Palm 
Beach, John M. Boise has been associated with this 
business since 1941, Formerly a four-letter man in high 
school sports, he played professional baseball for one 
year, 1937, and since 1943 has been a football official 
for the Florida High School Activities Association. 

He was born in Detroit, Michigan, December 3, 1917, 
son of John L. and Ethel (Gero) Boise. His father is a 
retired office executive, now living in Sarasota, Florida, 
The family moved to Jacksonville, Florida, in October 
of 1923 and John attended the New Springfield Elemen- 
tary School and Kirby Smith Junior High School there. 
He finished Junior High School at Central High School 
in West Palm Beach and graduated from Palm Beach 
High School in 1936. 

In high school he was a member of all the varsity 
teams—football, baseball, basketball and track—and 
won letters in all four, He was captain of the football 
team and the basketball team in the year 1935. In the 
school year 1936-37 he attended the University of 
Tennessee and in 1937 played professional baseball. 

Returning to West Palm Beach in 1938, he became 
associated with the McGrory Stores, starting in the 
stock room, and remained with that company until 
1941, when he was floor manager, He started with 
Service Iron Works as bookkeeper in 1941. The fol- 
lowing year the firm was incorporated as Service Tron, 
Inc., with C. E, Tisdale, Sr., as president, Frank F, 
Ahrens, Sr. as vice president, and Mr. Boise as sec- 
retary and treasurer. On the death of Mr. Tisdale in 
1952 Mr. Boise became general manager, and in 1957, 
when Mr, Ahrens died, he became president of the 
company. 

He is vice president of the West Palm Beach Kiwanis 
Club for 1960-61 and a lay leader and local preacher 
at the Wagg Memorial Methodist Church, where he 
has been superintendent of the Sunday School. 

On June 1, 1939, in West Palm Beach he married 
Margaret Helen Knoll, daughter of Jacob W. and Lil- 
lian (Smith) Knoll, who was educated in the public 
schools of Haverstraw, New York. Mr. and Mrs. Boise 
have two daughters, born in West Palm Beach. 

1, Linda Joy, born December 2, 1941, attended Palm- 
etto Elementary and Conniston Junior High School, 
graduated from Palm Beach High School in 1958, from 
Palm Beach Junior College in 1960, and is now a stu- 
dent at Florida State University. 

2. Sherry Gale, born June 1, 1946, attended Palmetto 
and Meadow Park Elementary Schools and is now at- 
tending Forest Hills High School in the class of 1964. 


CHARLES “DUTCH” AUSTIN 


The proprietor of Sports Haven in Lake Worth, 
Charles “Dutch” Austin, came to Lake Worth, Florida, 
when he retired from the New York State Police in 
1948, and built and operated the Whispering Palms 
Motel, which he sold in 1952, After a five-month va- 
cation in Europe, taking in Finland and the Olympics, 
he returned to establish Sports Haven in a newly 
erected building at 513 Lake Avenue. 

Born at Peekskill, New York, September 13, 1913, 
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he is a son of Charles Austin, a railroad maintenance 
man for the New York Central, who died when 
“Dutch” was in his teens; and Melissa Booth Sager, 
who is living in Miami. 

After graduating from Peekskill High School in 
1929, he was a clerk in the Busy Corner Drug Store 
until he joined the New York State Police in 1936. 
In 1942 he enlisted in the United States Navy and 
served three years in the Pacific theater as a boatswain 
second class. After the war he returned to the New 
York State Police for another three years. 


Charles Austin was married at Saratoga Springs, 
New York, on August 13, 1947, to Fannie Williams, 
daughter of Gustavus Williams and Elizabeth Saari, 
both natives of Finland. Mrs. Austin was born in New 
Jersey. She graduated from Leonia High School as 
salutatorian of her class and “cum laude” from Rider 
College, Trenton, New Jersey, and before her mar- 
riage was a school teacher at the Kingston High 
School, Kingston, New York. Her father was a pioneer 
builder and contractor in Teaneck, New Jersey, and at 
Williams Lake, Rosendale, New York. He built over 
a thousand homes in Teaneck and developed Williams 
Lake. He is listed in the biography of Bergen County, 
New Jersey. 


Mr, Austin is a member of the Rotary Club of Lake 
Worth, Elks Lodge #1530, the Trojan Twenty of Lake 
Worth, the Lake Worth Golf Club, and Sacred Heart 
Church, His favorite recreations are golf and traveling, 
In 1956 Mr. and Mrs. Austin spent the summer in the 
Scandinavian countries and in 1960 they enjoyed a 
33,000 mile air trip around the world, visiting twenty- 
three countries, including Japan, India, the Holy 
Lands, Russia, and ended at the Olympics in Rome. 

Mrs. Austin is a past president of the Zonta Club 
of Lake Worth. 


a 


GEORGE AMBROSE WORLEY, JR. 


A Miami pioneer, son of a distinguished trial lawyer 
who was an able orator and served in the Florida 
State Legislature, George Ambrose Worley, Jr., fol- 
lowed in his father’s footsteps, distinguishing himself 
as a lawyer, county official and State Attorney. 


He was born in Lafayette, Georgia, March 5, 1891, 
son of George Ambrose Worley, who was born in 
Elberton, Georgia, August 31, 1862, and died Septem- 
ber 21, 1926; and of Mary Kate (Headley) Worley, 
born in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, September 
28, 1867, who died September 7, 1932. 


As a boy of six years, he came to Miami with his 
parents in 1897. After graduating from Miami High 
School, he studied law in his father’s office in Miami, 
passed the bar examination, and began to practice 
law with his father in 1913. 

Joining the Air Force in World War I, he was 
selected for ground school in Austin, Texas, On 
completing his flying course he received his wings at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illinois, and was sent to 
Brooks Field in San Antonio, Texas, to take an in- 
structor’s course. He was one of the first pilots in 
World War I to finish the Gosport System of ground 
communication. When the war ended he was serving 
as instructor at Caruthers Field, Fort Worth, Texas, 
and was discharged in January, 1919, with the rank 
of Lieutenant. 

In 1928 G. A. Worley, Jr. was appointed Assistant 





County Solicitor for Dade County and served in that 
position for four years. When there was a vacancy 
in the State Attorney’s office in 1935, Governor 
Sholtz appointed Mr. Worley to fill out the unexpired 
term of office. He was subsequently elected to this 
office and served as State Attorney until 1943. 


During his tenure ir office, he prosecuted more 
criminals sentenced to the electric chair than any 
other state attorney in the history of Florida up to 
that time. Two of the most outstanding cases for 
which he won the supreme penalty were the cele- 
brated Cash kidnapping case (in 1939) and the 
Christie quadruple murder case, Ironically, through- 
out his many years in the private practice of law, 
Mr, Worley never had a client to be sentenced to 
the electric chair, though he defended many who 
were accused of capital offenses. 


In the course of his private practice he figured in 
several cases of extraordinary public interest. As 
special counsel for the City of Miami, he drew the 
Miami electricity rate-reduction ordinance that was 
fought bitterly through Federal courts until it finally 
was upheld by the United States Supreme Court; 
and he participated in the rate litigation until ap- 
pointed State Attorney in 1935. 


Mr. Worley was a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar and the Dade County 
Bar Association; a charter member of the American 
Legion, a Mason and Shriner of Mahi Temple, a 
member of the Royal Order of Jesters, the Miami 
Country Club, the Year Around Club, and the Miami 
Pioneers Club, in which he was particularly active. 
This club is composed of Miami’s earliest settlers. 
Mrs. Worley is still a member. 


At Rayne, Louisiana, on September 25, 1917, George 
A. Worley, Jr. married Elizabeth Chevis, daughter of 
William Capers and Emma Cunningham Chevis, Her 
father was born February 8, 1862, on a plantation 
at Vermillion Parish, Louisiana, He attended the 
University of Virginia and a business school in 
Lexington, Kentucky. He was once editor of the 
Baton Rouge Advocate and then was editor-in-chief 
of the New Orleans Daily States until his death, 
June 3, 1915. Emma Cunningham Chevis was born 
at Scott, Louisiana, on February 5, 1871, and died 
June 10, 1944. Elizabeth Chevis was born at Rayne, 
Louisiana, August 11, 1896, and received part of her 
education at the Haughn Institute in New Orleans. 

Mr. and Mrs. Worley became the parents of three 
sons: 


1. George Ambrose Worley III, born June 17, 1919, 
died September 29, 1924, 


2. William C. Worley, born in Miami September 
7, 1920, served in the Air Transport Command during 
World War II, navigating planes between America 
and India. He received his law degree from the 
University of Miami and is an attorney in Miami. 
Married to Dorothy Virginia Reinke of Nashville, 
Tennessee, he has two daughters: Emily Elizabeth 
Worley, born February 22, 1944, and Dorothy Reinke 
Worley, born November 18, 1945. 


3. Richard Lee Worley, born in Miami, August 30, 
1926, was graduated from West Point Academy in 
1950 and served in the Korean War, during which he 
was wounded twice. He is now an engineer for 
Pratt and Whitney of Hartford, Connecticut. Richard 
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married Virginia Johnson of Nashville, Tennessee, 
and Miami, and they now have five children: 

1, Virginia Elizabeth, born April 30, 1951; 

2. Richard Lee, Jr., born September 16, 1953; 

3. Ruth Aileene, born January 30, 1956; 

4. Mary Louise, born September 13, 1957; 

5. George IV, born March 26, 1959; 


George A. Worley, Jr., died in Miami December 
17, 1959. 


STAFFORD B. BEACH 


One of the two surviving sons of the horticulturist 
and pioneer of Florida, John B. Beach, Stafford B. 
Beach is a prominent realtor of Palm Beach who is 
active in civic organizations and a member of the 
Palm Beach County Historical Society and its board of 
directors. 

Son of John B. and Annie Bacon Beach (see follow- 
ing sketch), he was born in West Palm Beach April 
19, 1899. He graduated from West Palm Beach High 
School in 1916 and from Cornell University in 1921 
with an A.B, degree, having majored in finance and 
banking. While in college he was in the Students’ 
Army Training Corps and was commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant in the Field Artillery Reserve. During 
World War II he served in the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

In 1922-23 Mr, Beach was employed as a teller and 
assistant trust officer with the American National Bank 
in West Palm Beach. From 1924 to 1928 he was sec- 
retary of the South Indian River Drainage District, 
and in 1928 he became assistant treasurer of Central 
Farmers Trust Company. At one time he was assistant 
treasurer of the Palm Beach Guaranty Company, which 
built the Guaranty Building. He is now a director of 
the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
West Palm Beach. “ 

Since ‘entering the real etsate business in 1930, Mr. 
Beach has become prominent in this field and is now 
manager of the Palm Beach office and vice president 
of Studstill and Hollenbeck, Inc., Realtors, He is a 
member and past president of the Palm Beach Board 
of Realtors and the Palm Beach Realty Listing Bu- 
reau, a member of the Florida Association of Real 
Estate Boards, the National Association of Real Estate 
Boards, the National Institute of Real Estate Brokers, 
and past president and director of the Hypoluxo Island 
Property Owners Association. 

In civic organizations he is a member of the Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and the Palm Beach 
Civic Association, a charter member and past presi- 
dent of the Palm Beach Rotary Club and of the Island- 
ers Club of Palm Beach, a charter member and past 
Commander of Palm Beach Post #12, American Le- 
gion, a member of the Tuscawilla Club, treasurer of 
the Lake Worth Pioneer Association, assistant secre- 
tary of the Old Guard Society of Palm Beach Golfers 
since 1934, a member of the English Speaking Union 
and of Sigma Nu fraternity. He was formerly director 
of the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce, a 
member of the Palm Beach County Democratic Com- 
mittee, and a trustee of School District #1 of Palm 
Beach County. 

He was baptized, confirmed and married in Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, where he served as secre- 
tary, treasurer, junior and senior warden, and is now 
a vestryman and lay reader. He has served the Episco- 
pal Diocese of South Florida as chairman of the Bish- 


yf 


ops’ Advisory Committee on Laymen’s Work; a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee, the Standing Com- 
mittee, and the Board of Managers of the Endowment 
Fund; Corporation Delegate to the Provincial Synod 
in 1954-55; a delegate at the conventions which elected 
Bishops Louttit, Bram, and Moses; a member of the 
General Committee on Diocesan Improvement Fund 
Campaign; Deputy to tHe General Convention at Miami 
and Honolulu and Alternate at Philadelphia. 

Stafford B. Beach was married in West Palm Beach 
September 21, 1929, to Catherine Bryant, daughter of 
F. Edward Bryant and Minnie Parker, Her father, 
F, E, Bryant, was one of the founders of the town of 
Lake Worth and of the Lake Worth Drainage District. 
He planted the first sugar cane in the Everglades and 
was one of the organizers of Southern Sugar Com- 
pany, now the United States Sugar Company. The 
town of Azucar, just east of Canal Point, where the 
first sugar mill was erected, was renamed Bryant in 
his memory. He was instrumental also in getting the 
manufacture of ramie started. 

Mrs. Stafford Beach has served as president of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of Holy Trinity Church and as 
Diocesan Secretary of the same organization, For many 


~years she was a member of the Playground Commission 


of the Town of Palm Beach and a member of the 
Board of Visitors of Palm Beach County. In the latter 
capacity she helped plan, build and equip the Negro 
Children’s Home, west of Riviera Beach. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beach have two sons: 

1. Stafford B. Beach, Jr., born August 15, 1930, in 
West Palm Beach, graduated from Sewanee Military 
Academy in Tennessee and from Cornell University, 
New York, as a Civil Engineer, and is now an engi- 
neer with Republic Aviation at Farmingdale, Long 
Island. He has served as president of the Nassau 
County (New York) Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and is a founder and past president of Garden City 
(Long Island) Junior Chamber of Commerce. He mar- 
ried Joan Aten of Garden City, daughter of Adrian 
and Katherine (Groover) Aten, all Cornell graduates, 
and they have three children, all born in Garden City, 
New York, where the family makes their home. The 
children are: Jeffrey Stuart, born December 29, 1953; 
Diana Leigh, born August 25, 1956; and Reginald An- 
drew, born November 21, 1958. 

2, Edward Bryant Beach, born in West Palm Beach 
May 9, 1934, also graduated from Sewanee Military 
Academy and attended Cornell University, studying 
electrical engineering. He graduated from the Radio 
and Electronics Institute, Washington, D.C., where he 
founded a “ham” radio class and is an assistant in- 
structor. 


JONN BLOOMFIELD BEACH 


A nationally known horticulturist who imported and 
introduced many new varieties of mangoes and avo- 
cados and was the first person in the United States 
to successfully bud mangoes, John Bloomfield Beach 
was an early settler on Florida’s east coast. 

Born in Rome, New York, May 5, 1866, he completed 
his formal education at St. John’s School, Manlius, 
New York, and in 1885 came to DeLand, Florida, where 
he spent several months, then moved on to Melbourne. 
He made his home in Melbourne for the next ten 
years, during which time he established the Indian 
River Nurseries. 

At that time he was especially interested in the de- 


[x90] 





ar ae ta} 


Dey poi ie ai vee ae 
tbo ont he. hee 


bevicesty sbodntye ‘aonb iit 


ofis to opedescorttieag: aM pew pe ir Sl oo al 





Sit. fe opvennyant resouenet Ro. betttntaD Tay mite 
iivlh 3s solange ) Satie ou os) word sergingiad> 
idglsba! oy je ete Bas werfowglt brie) 

dveoH alg*t 329W Sorusny sew noes ROL AiT The 
to wiltigads ieaweeeae ninetiaD of POUE As “sla oe 
hed Sp: hey eee G. biwwdt 23 
taoéel oid fo athe eae Moa et ST 
mot ett Go fee ON sole t 





eae) okt 
Jo awed #1 Awe 
JordeitG, ebengintl Tia, oe 
bun 2 belt Int 


ao) wine pedingt ie: eon nme Sh lo ‘site> apy 
odT otra ene, spnoe eolee, , Dai Mert) wort Gg 
vt ovate -Lunt? IanO Jol seas tet Cui Jo. cial 
i jaw bemedim sow tebe 2h06 dim apie. Te 
Cee eT ta y head Pes ei aoe > nah gat 
ovlt YOR Mb OFlB LENG Oriel eee ahi Vystar at 


hot ty olttn To Sie ete 
4d jo thebieeta 2a hows, codtbaok Prtieesvel 


en bua dort viudt?. vid) to ceili A, alas YW 
nar to’? aioiiesitinto anus ody to wralh ied tgeta0iO 

eosin baie sks [FZ al le -dav9ar's enw ode etaoy + 

aft. le aodavecdt adie shoe mie Ao iwed sith? 


~s4 . a ‘ e ‘ én OO tweet ‘ ~ . G x 
i ied ate Pt . VITO? - Oe HM eris*\ be S11 eb tS I tenock 


oyge¥l Gay Ginge bet “Oba Rie MELO MG Om ay cl 


Mer eyoiyel 16 tow 5, Die ‘peeing’ 

“TMA Gyo input = Ot firs aM 

ci OORT Bb teats ce WA dinate BS prota 
“Ete: soaewed mow bolayanms iueiit] anti seoW 
wiedaveallh Tignes meds igietnet. Bio wr +f 
-iuite Be woot Bi ices Sey yn Divi a ees er Ow f 
Nii (pbaea arti t yeh Uttar ef ylet oan ti’ aor 
weet oa Fo 1 abe wig ai Dowie bral OE [Boake 
ays OD. Ie Toth aol (Are wea Phy MPa? 
pins nabs) “oe retebisang idag best sehen? & ak hes 
ena GH Boi aind BB 1sdiARD soins Utelel gan 
saris, to eiitiapal OB notin Je ner aaek beet 
agbiarcaay, Hod (Me 4aiAY Grigot)- senegal bis 
No coker) ol mod tte suet! fips % ta veil Cons bis 


aly area. 4 vid event Vilioed att gvodys Peed woh 


£691 OS sethoessh-ood mani Fahet sana debits 
. Bt rye ~e . ; ‘ 
=e, Ely innest sotte eet i>. 4003 it A wrod dphs 7) pradG 
x3 od ; 

me i! \ "ey . tere’ aN oi tele ws ih 


j 
jignelh mi oa ado rete dpe ee iaeystl 
et WE oak of btutixig cone, AORt, & ets 
 Belebulp auler eis feario!) bake ones Bab yahiad 
ae othatt | nat andy ty (haya, Ys ea 
af soda Thee ew A 


TEE GAL ‘ 
A - “ol Miehide, ih ol pas wey whet ‘peas 


haswis. = 


sir SGT ere 
* Lobrase it 
2 ae % 
Ms ln ievhite CH KAY TSO Midi: 


Iepes: bageagerti ote fej iy Heaven rt init charged A A 


bie Seah sts, babu 
Saks 8, 10507 8 ae. Bi ait othe 
i rete “bast | : 






nid 


; ; ae i 


(Slay veya tel sit Aehialy At. 


Wuign® Hebei ae. P 


Leth 2 Wek: is w 


Ye -yomsaatot sy 


Lode a pe si Sag 




















A f a 


“Honma a aao' 4K re 


ire "| 
telaaph tne abil ot to atos weiviviite owt pM he nt 
8 bist sowed a fol. shire! lo aenclg ba 

t ottw. & ‘sane mist to 40) lcon Ineaimony « et tos 
a lo asthma « Bae veeiexindgio sivis ai av 
Yo bneod eft Bins vaeiood iaginoweikd, yin? dogott ant 


-vollal gee} tack noseA sina baw & alla ie 0 
(Fens. domed mtv aoW at arod 2aw eri deta 
(atl! dook pole deoW met beteoberg ot eear 
viieievin TentoD mot bas fel at 

bite souac ‘at baojam gaived orgsb ALA on thw 
iuetai@ art al esw od sgolles ni olidW pp 
Hnoautt ¢ basoluehtunoo eaw bra vg10) gainetT 
uyiucl sere ysellinA bled ery ci Iinseatuohh 
uti A bin jada’? ofl nd bovise on Th 1eW bow. 
bre yellet « €& beyolqme cow doses 1M EX-SSCk at 
detatl YoculioM masiiomaA at ditw seole Joust tim 

yee. tees oe WERT of OSE nun't dots mieT senW 
topstek? opadtier( szsviit meibal divoe eA to xt 
sire? te syuteien ineeies armered ad BSL nib 
lowlnites eave oth ord sao DA YuagmoD tel ate 
dolstw semana’ qin 78si) Aaa mia oct Yo aye 
lo darth # woo et oft unibliog ¢iiinreua) odd iw 
rood bre aghivad lnvbet tenld, 6 


tonal | 
aM NER ith ea oinels tae ert? gnitote pone 
wou e bow bie add of score ommend 
tnebiaaiy oviv bas ooffe dowel dst st to 19y608m 
3 i sf eyoilastt wal doodaelot has: Atisebug® | ° 
nna towel mile’ edt lo mebiaety Jeo bar. 
a nities? iat doco oad off bie rote 
léutl Yo aolisivedeA shivel oft to" vedo ca . 
atgied (nett Ye quibaincewA [scotia df alrteoD ten a 
Ho 1h ona iso to wiuiitenl> Agnoiteyt ads £ B 


han f on oe gf} to raio7b bas dnableng bee 
Prape yee Sar gt 





roe ee 
Wen 22 





























im. Ae Ginga 


orl ats to > 
ea A 






“int aor | ee bs 
wit Dire Seiten mh re mil 

ae Re 4 tant oF pict 
(ond Prato 










BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


velopment of pineapples and visited the West Indies, 
introducing new varieties of pineapples into Florida 
from the islands. He was also interested in citrus 
culture. During these years he combined horticulture 
with the sale of fertilizer through the lower east coast. 
He made many trips to Miami by sailboat and walked 
many miles to see people in isolated spots, 

In 1895 he moved to West Palm Beach and continued 
his development of Indian River Nurseries, but from 
this time on he devoted more attention to the develop- 
ment of the mango and avocado. He made three or 
more imports of the finer varieties of mangoes from 
India through the assistance of Thomas Fee, the Amer- 
ican Consul, who was a friend of his. Mr. Beach was 
the first man in America to bud and inarch the mango, 
a process he demonstrated to the director of the Gov- 
ernment Gardens in Jamaica. 


He also invented a method of grafting the tender 
shoot of the avocado while it is still attached to the 
seed. This method, called seed grafting, he used en- 
tirely in his business. Its chief advantage is that it 
shortens the interval between the planting of the seed 
and the planting of the young tree in the grove by 
eighteen months to two years, It also affords protection 
to the graft from cold weather by its being covered 
with the soil when planted in the grove. 


Mr. Beach was also interested in banana culture and 
was the first president of the Banana Growers Asso- 
ciation, He collected and grew a large variety of palms 
and crotons, at one time having the largest and most 
varied assortment on the lower east coast. 

In addition to his horticulture business Mr. Beach 
was president of the East Coast Fish Company and 
active in its management for several years. He was also 
one of the first promoters of telephone service in West 
Palm Beach and the long distance line to Clewiston. 


Active in community affairs, he was a member of the 
Roads and Improvement Society formed to finance and 
help build roads in the county; served as a town coun- 
cilman for several years, and on the board of assessors; 
and played a cornet in the first West Palm Beach 
municipal band. In the early days of the town he con- 
tributed to the beautification of Flagler Park, and 
during the last years of his life he gave enough young 


coconut trees to plant on each side of the highway 


- 


from West Palm Beach to Jupiter. He was a Democrat, 
a member of the Episcopal Church and senior warden 
until his death, a Mason, and a member of the Rotary 
Club. 


John Bloomfield Beach was married in Lake City, 
Florida, April 30, 1895, to Annie Bacon, a native of 
Lake City, daughter of Dr. William T, and Clementine 
E. (Ross) Bacon. Her mother was born in Jacksonville, 
Florida. Mrs. Beach was one of the group which or- 
ganized the first hospital in West Palm Beach, now the 
Good Samaritan, For many years she served on the 
hospital board and before there was a paid staff she 
supervised the purchasing of supplies. 

Mr. and Mrs, John B. Beach were the parents of 
three children: 

1. Bloomfield Jervis, born in 1897, died in 1909, 

2. Stafford Bacon, born in 1899 (see sketch). 

3. John Bernard, born in 1904, is living in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

John B. Beach died in West Palm Beach December 
10, 1929. His wife lived until December 1, 1955. Both 
are buried in West Palm Beach. 


WILLIAM H. HALLMAN 


William H. Hallman has been practicing law in Palm 
Beach County since 1952 and has had his office in Boca 
Raton since 1958, He is active in professional, fraternal 
and civie organizations, 


Born in Carrollton, Georgia, September 22, 1927, he 
is the son of William H. and“Willie Mae (Henry) Hall- 
man, the latter living in Atlanta. His father was presi- 
dent of Southern Life and Health Insurance Company 
of Atlanta, Georgia. Retiring from the company in 1918, 
his father sold his interests in the insurance company 
and became associated with the Veteran’s Administra- 
tion at Charlotte, North Carolina, as Finance Officer 
for the North Carolina District. He died June 4, 1940. 

William H, Hallman (Jr.) graduated from Georgia 
Military Academy at College Park, Georgia, in the 
class of 1945. Football and boxing were his athletic in- 
terests in high school and college. After two years as 
a corporal in the United States Marine Corps, he re- 
sumed his studies at the University of Florida and 
was graduated from the Law School in 1952 with a 
Bachelor of Laws degree. He was admitted to practice 
in Florida that year and joined the office of Crawford 
and Company, Insurance Adjusters, in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, In 1953 he became associated with the 
firm of Wood and Cobb in West Palm Beach. Then in 
1956 he became associated with the firm of Burns, 
Middleton, Rogers and Farrell, and served as resident 
counsel at Boca Raton. In 1958 he established a private 
law practice in Boca Raton. 

Mr. Hallman is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation, the Florida Bar, the South Palm Beach 
County Bar Association, the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association and the Palm Beach County Junior Bar 
Association, He served as president of the South Palm 
Beach County Bar Association for the year 1961. His 
fraternities are Kappa Alpha social, Phi Alpha Delta 
legal and Scabbard and Blade honorary military fra- 
ternity at the University of Florida. In 1956 he was 
president of the Palm Beach County University of 
Florida Alumni Association and in 1957 was district 
vice president of the Alumni Association for the State 
of Florida, In 1958-59 he was president of the Boca 
Raton Kiwanis Club. He is a member of Memorial 
Presbyterian Church at West Palm Beach. Fishing, 
hunting, golf and photography are some of his leisure- 
time interests. 

On June 28, 1952, at Zephyrhills, Florida, William H. 
Hallman married Helen Renfroe, daughter of John C. 
and Nina (Roberts) Renfroe. Mrs, Hallman graduated 
from Lakeland High School, attended Huntingdon 
College, Montgomery, Alabama, and graduated from 
the University of Florida in 1951 with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Education. 

The Renfroe and Roberts families are pioneers of 
Florida’s West Coast. Both families came from Georgia 
about 1881. The Renfroes settled at Zephyrhills and 
Lakeland and the Roberts family settled at Ocala and 
Wauchula. Both families were ranchers and citrus 
growers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hallman are the parents of two sons: 

1. William H, Hallman, III, born August 19, 1953, at 
Lakeland, Florida. 

2, John Mark Hallman, born September 5, 1959, at 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
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RICHARD CHARLES CHILLINGWORTH 


Richard Charles Chillingworth, who followed his 
father and older brother in the practice of law in West 
Palm Beach, was the youngest of three children of 
Charles Curtis and Jennie Dietz Chillingworth and a 
great-grandson of Charles G. and Ann Jolley Chil- 
lingworth, who came to the United States from Staf- 
fordshire, England, in 1835 and settled eventually in 
the town of Clay, Onondaga County, New York. His 
father, Charles Curtis Chillingworth, was born in 
Liverpool, New York, May 12, 1868, and died in West 
Palm Beach October 25, 1936. His mother, Jennie Dietz, 
was born in Syracuse, New York, May 26, 1868. 

In October 1891 Charles Curtis Chillingworth came 
to the East Coast of Florida from Atlanta, Georgia, 
where he had studied law, and taught school for four 
months in an orange grove near Haulover, about ten 
miles north of Titusville. He was admitted to the Flor- 
ida bar at Titusville on February 9, 1892, and practiced 
law in Florida and Georgia for about forty years, most 
of that time in West Palm Beach. His original home in 
West Palm Beach, purchased in 1900 for $2,500, was on 
the site of the present Harvey Building in the heart 
of the business district, and the property is still owned 
by the family. 

Richard C. Chillingworth was born in West Palm 
Beach January 27, 1902. He graduated from Palm 
Beach High School in 1920, attended the University 
of Florida three years, and completed his study of 
law at Cumberland University, Lebanon, Tennessee, 
graduating in 1924 with a Bachelor of Laws degree. 
Admitted to the Florida bar in April 1924, and later 
to the bar of the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Florida, he practiced in the law 
firm of Chillingworth and Simon, in which his father 
was senior partner, for some twenty odd years. He 
had a special aptitude and love for figures, and in 
1945 joined the accounting firm of Himes and Himes 
in which he handled problems of finance and taxa- 
tion. He was treasurer of the Harvey Building Corpo- 
ration and of the Tuscawilla Club, in which he held 
membership. He was also a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity of the University of Florida and of 
the Union Congregational Church, West Palm Beach. 

On September 29, 1926, at West Palm Beach Richard 
Charles Chillingworth married Rosemary Stevens 
Whitaker, daughter of Julia Himes and Walter Ben- 
jamin Whitaker of Elberton, Georgia, where she was 
born November 21, 1902. Her mother was born in 
Albany, Georgia, June 14, 1879, and died February 
11, 1960. Her father was born in Enfield, North 
Carolina. 

Rosemary Whitaker graduated from Elberton High 
School in 1920 and finished a four-year course at 
the University of Georgia in three years. She was 
the first woman to receive a degree in Journalism 
from that university, and following her graduation 
in 1923 took a summer course in Journalism at the 
University of California, Berkeley. In 1927, now Mrs. 
Richard Chillingworth, she toured France, Switzer- 
land and Italy in the company of her mother-in-law, 
who was attending the American Legion Convention 
as a national committee-woman for the Auxiliary. 

Starting in 1933, Mrs. Chillingworth taught at 
Central High School for ten years. After her hus- 
band’s death, in 1955, she returned to this work and 
has been teaching there ever since. She is active in 


the Parent-Teacher Association and is affiliated with 
the National Educational Association, the Florida 
Educational Association, and the Classroom Teachers 
Asociation. As chairman she is in charge of the Com- 
munity Chest drives at the high school, and is past 
president of the Palm Beach Panhellenic Association, 
which awards three scholarships annually to college 
students. She belongs to the Phi Mu sorority, the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, the Norton Art 
Gallery directors, and the Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, where she has served young people on Sun- 
day nights for the past twelve years. She and Dr. 
Ryan Wood were instigators of the idea of serving 
supper before the Sunday night service for young 
people. 

Richard and Rosemary Chillingworth had four 
children all born in West Palm Beach: 

1, Julia, born September 5, 1929; 

2. Jennie, born February 3, 1931; 

3. Carol, born October 17, 1936, died December 22, 
1942; 

4. Charles, born September 13, 1943; 

Julia married Archie M. Odum, Circuit Judge at 
Fort Myers, and they have five children: Carol, 
Sharon, Richard, Jennie and Jean. Jennie Chilling- 
worth married Edward Arthur Wadsworth, Jr., and 
they have two children: Edward and William. Charles 
is not married at this date. 

Richard Charles Chillingworth died in West Palm 
Beach on March 11, 1955. A resolution entered in the 
Minutes of the Circuit Court of Palm Beach County 
following his death says, in part: 

“He was honorable in his dealings and skillful in 
and devoted to his profesion. He was gifted with a 
thoughtful, generous and lovable nature of a rare and 
outstanding quality which endeared him to a multi- 
tude of friends in every walk of life who mourn his 
untimely passing.” 


PAUL WILLSON POTTER 


Paul Willson Potter was a practicing attorney in 
West Palm Beach for more than thirty years and 
served as city attorney about twenty years. He was 
very active in civic affairs and led the city in fighting 
its bonded indebtedness during the depression. 

Born in West Palm Beach June 17, 1902, he was a 
son of Vesta (Willson) and Bernard Miller Potter. His 
mother was born in Somerset, Kentucky, June 7, 1879, 
and died November 17, 1944. His father was born in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, March 23, 1869, and died January 2, 
1951. They came to Florida in the early 1900s and 
Bernard Potter was a pioneer merchant of West Palm 
Beach. 

Paul Willson Potter received his early education in 
West Palm Beach schools, graduated from Rollins 
Academy in 1924 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and 
from the University of Florida in 1927 with a Bachelor 
of Laws degree, meanwhile having taken special 
courses at Cornell University, New York, in 1926. 

Mr. Potter practiced law in West Palm Beach with 
the firm of Winters, Foskett and Wilcox for many years 
before going into private practice. Early in his career 
he became assistant city attorney under J. Mark Wil- 
cox, later assuming the top position, and was still serv- 
ing as city attorney at the time of his death, on August 
9, 1958. 

He was a member of the Florida Bar and the Palm 
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Beach County Bar Association, a past president of the 
latter; a member of the legal fraternity, Delta Theta 
Phi, at Cornell University, and of Theta Chi social 
fraternity at the University of Florida; a member of 
the Elks Lodge, the Lions Club, the Flotilla Club, Lake 
Worth Pioneers Association, and the Palm Beach So- 
ciety for Retarded Children, whose legal work he did 
gratis. During World War II he served in the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary and as chairman of the Draft Board. 
He was also a member and former vestryman of Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church. 

Paul Willson Potter was married at Winter Park, 
Florida, June 9, 1925, to Fay Hall, who was born at 
Spencer, North Carolina, May 27, 1905, daughter of 
Lula (Munn) Hall, born in Westville, South Carolina, 
May 30, 1888, and Grover Cleveland Hall, born in Fort 
Mill, South Carolina, April 14, 1882. He died June 19, 
1935, and Mrs. Hall died October 10, 1956. Mrs. Potter’s 
father was named for Grover Cleveland while the 
future President of the United States was visiting in 
the Hall home during his campaign in the South. 

Mr. and Mrs. Potter are the parents of three chil- 
dren, all born in West Palm Beach: 


1. Paul, Jr., born May 23, 1928; 

2. Shirley Harriet, born April 1, 1932; 

3. John McDowell, born December 11, 1934. 

Paul W. Potter, Jr. married Lenore Dunbar and their 
children are: Paula Lee, born June 25, 1958; and iden- 
tical twins, Paul Willson Potter, III, and Douglas Dun- 
bar Potter, born December 6, 1959. 


John McDowell Potter married Sandra Peacock and 
they have a son, John McDowell Potter, II, born De- 
cember 27, 1959. 


GEORGE WELLS POTTER 


One of the earliest pioneers of the Palm Beach area 
of Florida was George Wells Potter, who with his 
brother, Dr. R. B. Potter, came here from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, which had been the home of their parents for 
several years and where their father had a hardware 
store. There was another brother, B. M. Potter, who 
also came to Florida. They were natives of Groton, 
Massachusetts, sons of Luther Fitch and Lydia Ames 
Potter, both born in Massachusetts. 

Born in Groton November 12, 1852, George Wells 
Potter was educated in private schools in Ohio and 
studied art at the Cincinnati Conservatory. At the 
age of eighteen he was a cartoonist for a newspaper, 
the Cincinnati Enquirer. He possessed marked natural 
ability as an artist and, after coming to Florida, did 
an oil painting of the cabin the brothers occupied at 
Biscayne Bay which his wife prized highly. 

Suffering from asthma, he came to Florida for his 
health in 1878, accompanied by his brother. He built 
a cabin near Lemon City, pioneering down there, and 
later homesteaded 160 acres in Palm Beach, which was 
the family home until 1893. The brothers helped their 
sister, Ellen Elizabeth Potter, “prove up” on her prop- 
erty in West Palm Beach, and five acres of this site is 
now part of the property of the Palm Beach County 
schools, given by her in 1910 when the Central School 
was moved to the Hibiscus Street site from Clematis 
Street. Ellen Potter was an extremely charitable and 
public spirited woman. In August 1893 George built 
his home at what is now 606 South Olive Avenue on 
the lake front. As an artist he camped and cruised 


: 


over the area and also did surveying, being the first 
official surveyor for the Palm Beach area, 

Mr. Potter loved Palm Beach and actively partici- 
pated in any undertaking that he thought would be 
of benefit to the community. He served one term as 
Mayor of West Palm Beach and was very well liked 
by the people, who canfe to him for advice. He was 
a live business man and in addition to being a partner 
of George W. Lainhart in the lumber business under 
the firm name of Lainhart and Potter, he was a di- 
rector in the old Dade County State Bank and first 
president of the Pioneer Bank, which later became 
the First National and then the First American Bank 
and Trust Company. He also enjoyed the distinction of 
having been a member of the first real estate firm to 
operate in Dade County, which was composed of Cap- 
tain O. S. Porter and himself and commenced doing 
business in 1885. He was secretary of the Dade County 
Fleming Club, formed in 1888, and was a member of 
the Union Congregational Church. In his later years 
when his health failed he disposed of his business in- 
terests and retired to enjoy a well-earned rest. He 
passed away in Asheville, North Carolina, in July 
1924, to the profound regret and deep sorrow of the 
people of Palm Beach County, who mourned his loss 
as they would have mourned the taking of a brother. 

On August 10, 1893, in Michigan, George Wells Potter 
married Ella May Dimick, who was born in Hillsdale 
County, Michigan, March 28, 1870, daughter of Anna 
Geer and Frank Moore Dimick, whose brother was 
Captain Elisha Dimick. Ella May.came to Florida with 
her family when she was about five years old. They 
had to stay in Jacksonville for a while because of a 
yellow fever quarantine, then came down to Palm 
Beach on a schooner laden with lumber which an- 
chored just outside the inlet. The passengers were 
transferred to the small boat “Minnehaha” which 
landed them safely at Lake Worth (the name by which 
the whole area, including Palm Beach, was known at 
that time). Their one mule, also a passenger on the 
schooner, was shoved overboard to swim ashore and 
the lumber made into rafts which drifted into the 
inlet. 

There were three families of Dimicks and Geers 
(two Dimick brothers and a sister married to two 
Geer sisters and a brother). They all lived in one 
house until other houses could be built and each family 
had its own home, and they all pitched in and helped 
each other. Captain Dimick had one of the first board- 
ing houses in that locality. 

Ella Dimick Potter had a brother, Eugene H. Dimick, 
whose home was in Hypoluxo, and a sister, Mrs. Lorena 
D. Baker of Wildwood, Florida. Her parents, Frank 
and Anna Dimick, eventually died in the mountains of 
the Carolinas, where they had gone for their health. 
Mrs. Potter has lived to see the jungles of her child- 
hood converted into the garden spot of the world. She 
is a most gracious lady and is held in the highest 
esteem by all who have the pleasure of her acquaint- 
ance. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Wells Potter had one daughter, 
Marjorie Lydia, born in West Palm Beach October 21, 
1897. On October 28, 1918, she married Jack Sloan 
Willson, noted West Palm Beach builder, and they had 
three children. (See Mr. Willson’s sketch). After his 
death, Marjorie Potter Willson married Ben Stewart 
of Macon, Georgia. They reside in Palm Beach. 
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RICHARD BULCKLEY POTTER, JR. 


Palm Beach’s first physician was Dr. Richard B. 
Potter, who enjoyed great popularity, for he was a 
very successful physician and a warm-hearted man, 
Dr. Potter brought his brother, George Wells Potter, 
to Florida for his health in 1878, and established him- 
self in practice in West Palm Beach. 

Oldest son of Luther Fitch and Lydia Ames Potter, 
he was born in Groton, Massachusetts, January 15, 
1845. The family was living in Cincinnati, Ohio, when 
Dr. Richard and George Potter set out for Florida via 
the Mississippi River, New Orleans and Key West. 
They spent some time at Biscayne Bay, near Lemon 
City, where the doctor had taken up a homestead be- 
fore coming to Palm Beach. 

When he finally arrived there, he built a home and 
office at what is now the foot of Gardenia Street on 
the lake front in West Palm Beach, and went up and 
down the lake in a naptha motor launch, visiting his 
patients. For years he was the only doctor around 
there. The Indians, who came to him with their snake 
bites and other ailments, thought he was a miracle 
man. As president of the Board of Health of Dade 
County, he had the following notice published in the 
Florida Star of August 30, 1888: 

“Quarantine is hereby declared by this Board against 
Jacksonville and surrounding points. Persons intend- 
ing to visit Dade County should provide themselves 
with unexceptional health certificates, as otherwise 
they may be subjected to detention or annoyance. For 
the Board of Health of Dade County, Florida. 

Richard B. Potter, M.D., Pres. 
Lake Worth, August 15, 1888” 

Eventually taken ill himself, Dr. Potter went to 
Jacksonville for an operation and died shortly after- 
wards, on July 12, 1909. He was a bachelor. 

In the History of Beautiful Palm Beach by J. Wads- 
worth Travers, published in 1928, the following item 
appears: 

MOTHER LYDIA POTTER 
(In Memoriam) 

“In 1885, Mother Lydia Ames Potter came to Lake 
Worth to visit her sons, Dr. R. B., George W., and 
B. M. Potter. She was accompanied by the daughter, 
Miss Ellen E. Potter. They were so charmed with the 
natural beauty of the place that they decided to make 
it their permanent home. Mother Potter was 70 years 
of age and everyone looked up to and respected her. 
She was very hospitable and there was genuine sorrow 
when in 1907 she was called to her Maker, though she 
had attained the ripe age of 93 years, Though in poor 
health before coming here, Mrs. Potter and the son, 
George W., took on a new lease of life a few months 
after arrival and both gave the wonderful climate 
credit for prolonging their tenure of life.” 

Lydia Ames Potter was born May 11, 1814; died Jan- 
uary 18, 1907. 


JACK SLOANE WILLSON 


A general contractor in West Palm Beach from 1919 
until the time of his death, May 2, 1952, Jack Sloane 
Willson built many of the large public buildings in 
West Palm Beach, many fine old homes in Palm Beach, 
and did important construction work for the United 
States Government elsewhere. He also served as a city 
councilman for eight or nine years. 


Born in Kissimmee September 3, 1893, he was a son 
of Laten Abbott Willson and Mattie Frazier Willson, 
both natives of Kentucky. When he was two years old 
his mother brought him from Kissimmee to West Palm 
Beach by horse and wagon. He attended grammar 
school in West Palm Beach, Rollins Academy at Winter 
Park, high school in Hollywood, and the University of 
California, where he received a Bachelor of Science 
degree. 

Leaving college in 1917, he enlisted in the University 
of California’s unit of the Army Ambulance Corps, 
attended Army Medical School in Washington, D.C., 
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant and sent over- 
seas as Casual Officer with a hospital group, stationed 
at a base hospital in France. While in Paris he studied 
at the Sorbonne. 

After the war he came to West Palm Beach and or- 
ganized the firm of J. S. Willson, General Contractor. 
Among the buildings he erected in West Palm Beach 
are the Arcade, Potter Building, the Seaboard Railway 
freight and passenger stations, and the old Post Office 
on Datura Street. He did much of the construction 
work at Morrison Field and the Air Field at Boca 
Raton, the Signal Corps base at Hobe Sound and the 
Coast Guard station at Jupiter. During World War II 
he had a farm at Kramer Island where he raised green 
beans and peppers, shipping to the New York markets. 

Mr. Willson was an active member of the American 
Legion, a Mason and Shriner, a member of the Con- 
gregational Church and of Palm Beach Yacht Club, 
the Tuscawilla Club and the Sailfish Club. 

In West Palm Beach on October 28, 1918, he married 
Marjorie Lydia Potter, born in West Palm Beach Oc- 
tober 21, 1897, daughter of George Wells and Ella May 
(Dimick) Potter. (See sketch of George Wells Potter.) 
Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs, Willson in 
West Palm Beach: 


1. Betty May Willson, born May 21, 1920. 

2. Jack Sloane Willson, Jr., born May 30, 1925. 

3. George Potter Willson, born August 29, 1927, who 
died October 3, 1952. 


Betty May Willson graduated with honors from Palm 
Beach High School, being second highest in her class, 
and graduated from Smith College, Massachusetts, 
with a major in mathematics. After working for her 
father one year, in 1942 she went to Washington and 
was with the Coast and Geodetic Survey Division of 
the Department of Commerce for three years. She came . 
home and for a number of years was active in civic 
affairs, music and Junior League Welfare work, and 
helped her mother with the management of their rental 
property. In 1959 she took off alone for Anchorage, 
Alaska, where she is employed by the District Engi- 
neer’s office of the Alaska Computing Survey. She has 
a cabin there and has staked out a five-acre homestead 
at Colorado, Alaska. 


After four years at Culver Military Academy, Jack 
Willson, Jr. graduated in 1942 and served in the United 
States Navy from 1944 to 1946 on a destroyer based in 
Charleston, South Carolina. Recalled in 1951, he went 
to radar school and was on a destroyer out of New- 
port, Rhode Island, which made a trip around Cape 
Horn, taking a carrier that could not go through the 
Panama Canal. He left the Navy in 1952 and is now a 
Lieutenant Junior Grade in the Reserves. Having 
studied architecture, he was with Edgar Wortman for 
a while, and is now architect for the Palm Beach 
County School Board, a new job recently created. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


Jack married Mary Louise Griffin of High Springs, 
Florida, in 1950, and they have three children: 

1. David Andrew Willson, born August 20, 1951; 

2. Mary Susan, born October 9, 1952; 

3. Marjorie Elizabeth, born January 8, 1959. 

George Willson was working on his Master’s degree 
in civil engineering when he died. He was a brilliant 
scholar and had a promising future. After studying 
at Culver Military Academy and California Institute 
of Technology, he returned to Florida and got his En- 
gineering degree at the University of Florida. Under 
the guidance of his father, whose health was failing at 
that time, George built a number of homes in West 
Palm Beach. 


JAMES MALLORY WILLSON 


Another member of the Willson family of West Palm 
Beach, James Mallory Willson is one of those chosen 
few who are called to the practice of the fine arts, not 
as a hobby but as a life work. 

Son of Laten A. and Mattie Frazier Willson, he was 
born in Kissimmee December 28, 1890. His father came 
to Florida from Kentucky in 1882 and settled at Kis- 
simmee, where there was only one house at that time. 
He had a shoe shop in which he made shoes from 
tanned deer hides. In 1897 James’s mother and younger 
brother came to West Palm Beach and lived in a house- 
boat until his mother’s father built a house on the lake 
front, which they later sold. It is still standing. James 
was seven or eight years old when he came to West 
Palm Beach. Fern and First Streets were the ends of 
town and there were many saloons on First Street. A 
fish market with turtle pens was located where the 
George Washington Hotel now stands. There was 
plenty of fish in the lake at that time. 

James Willson attended grammar schgol in West 
Palm Beach and had his secondary education at Rol- 
lins College Academy. After leaving Rollins he went 
to New York where he attended art school at the Na- 
tional Academy of Design and the Art Students League. 
For several years, 1914 to 1917, while studying painting 
in New York he worked for Dr, Charles H. Peck of 
the Roosevelt Hospital, doing medical illustrations. 
With him he went to France during the first World 
War, he being the head of an Army Hospital Unit in 
Chaumont, where Mr. Willson served for nineteen 
months. 

After the war he returned to Europe and spent 
twelve years studying in the art galleries and paint- 
ing, devoting a great deal of time to an etching he 
made during that period. He has etchings on perma- 
nent exhibit in several galleries in this country, and 
wears a decoration presented to him by the Bey of 
Tunis. 

In 1946 he became associated with the Norton Gallery 
and School of Art in West Palm Beach, where during 
the winter months he teaches drawing and portrait 
painting. He is a member of the Palm Beach Art 
League. 


KUGENE HENRY DIMICK 


Eugene Henry Dimick, son of Franklin L. and Anna 
Geer Dimick, was born in Buckley, Illinois, March 12, 
1869. His father was born in Michigan, his mother in 
New York state, and both died in Highlands, North 
Carolina, where they went from Palm Beach after a 
few years here. 


SECTION 


Eugene was a young boy when the Dimick family 
came to Lake Worth. “Gene” Dimick, as he was called, 
was one of the first eight pupils to attend Palm Beach’s 
first school, opened in February 1886 with Miss Hattie 
Gale as teacher. He sailed to and from school on the 
lake in Captain Dimick’s sharpie, and gave a lift to his 
cousin Belle and sisters, Lella and Rena Dimick, who 
were also early pupils of this school. 

When the town of West Palm Beach was incorporat- 
ed, on November 5, 1894, Eugene H. Dimick was one 
of the: first seven aldermen elected. In 1896 he pur- 
chased the drug store that had been established by his 
uncle, Captain Dimick. This was located at Clematis 
Street and Narcissus Avenue in West Palm Beach. He 
sold this drug store in 1905 and moved to Jacksonville, 
but four years later disposed of his interests there and, 
returning, took up his residence in Hypoluxo, where 
he had considerable property, including citrus groves, 
a farm, and a comfortable home. He died April 8, 1945. 

At Rockledge, Florida, Eugene H. Dimick married 
Meta Belle Wilkinson, who was born in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. Her grandfather built the first hotel in Rock- 
ledge and her father was a citrus grower who came to 
Hypoluxo in 1905. A son and a daughter were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Dimick. Their daughter, Louise 
Laird of Hypoluxo, worked for Lainhart and Potter 
Lumber Company for many years. She died ten days 
after her mother died, in 1946, 

The son, Howard Eugene Dimick, was born in Palm 
Beach October 10, 1897; was educated through high 
school in Palm Beach schools and took business courses 
at Palm Beach High School. He first worked in a little 
bank in Okeechobee City, whose president was D. E. 
Austin, for four years. Returning to Palm Beach, he 
was employed by T. T. Reese, who owned the Farmers 
Bank and Trust Company at Clematis and Olive in 
West Palm Beach, until the crash of 1927. After some 
months he went to work for Central Farmers Trust 
Company of West Palm Beach, which was organized 
by two New York banks, and was there five or six 
years. In 1933 he joined Claude D. Reese in the real 
estate business and has been so occupied ever since, 
except for a period in 1942 when he was with the 
United States post engineers in building the Army 
Base at Boca Raton, Florida. 

Howard Dimick has served as a member and presi- 
dent of the city council of Hypoluxo and for two terms 
as president of the Pioneers Association. He is a mem- 
ber of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of West Palm 
Beach. 

In Chattanooga, Tennessee, on November 28, 1953, 
he married Mildred Weigle Llewellyn, who was born 
in Chattanooga May 30, 1905, daughter of Delia and 
Emil Anton Weigle of Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

By an earlier marriage Mr. Dimick has a daughter, 
Jean Ann (Mrs. Foskett), born in West Palm Beach. 


ELISHA N. DIMICK 


Of the families who located in Palm Beach in the 
1870’s, none were more universally esteemed than the 
Dimicks and Geers. They were all related, three Dim- 
icks having married three Geers. The three Dimicks, 
whose father was Moore W. Dimick, were Captain 
Elisha N., Franklin L., and their sister Marion, who 
married Albert Geer, Franklin’s wife was Anna Geer 
and Captain Elisha’s wife was Ella Geer. 

These families came to Florida from Illinois in 1872 
and had to stay some time in Jacksonville because of 
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a yellow fever epidemic. In May 1875 they arrived at 
Palm Beach (then part of the large area known as 
Lake Worth) in a schooner laden with lumber and 
one mule. The mule they had to shove overboard to 
swim ashore, while they themselves transferred to the 
small boat “Minnehaha” to get through the inlet. The 
lumber was made into rafts and drifted ashore. All 
three families lived together for a while until they got 
homes built for all. 

Of those early days Marion Geer wrote: “The first 
sight of a city in Florida in midwinter to northern 
eyes is like going to sleep on a bleak, frozen desert 
and waking up in paradise. The grass was green and 
the flowers, the orange trees and glistening blossoms 
were so different from the land of sleet and snow that 
we had left .. . Our supplies began to get low and, as 
we wondered where any more were to come from, 
cans of kerosene, baking powder, seven barrels of 
lard, boxes of bacon and tobacco were washed ashore 
at our feet. The good Lord had answered our prayers. 
A feeling of awe came over us as if a miracle had been 
performed. Sails had come, too, and when cleansed of 
the salt water furnished material for duck suits, not 
to be despised by anyone.” 

In another instance, as recalled by Mrs. Ella Dimick, 
in response to prayers a hogshead of lard was cast on 
the beach. There had been no shortening to cook with 
for several weeks and the ladies were beside them- 
selves with joy. 

When the Dimicks came to Palm Beach the nearest 
trading post was Titusville, 150 miles north. All sup- 
plies were purchased there and brought to Lake Worth 
by anyone making the hazardous boat trip. Mail was 
received the same way—sometimes once in two weeks, 
sometimes once in two months. 

Next to Henry Flagler, Captain E. N. Dimick did 
more to help build up the Palm Beach section than 
anyone else. He and his family accommodated visitors 
when there was no other place for them to stay. Later 
he built the first hotel in Palm Beach, the “Cocoanut 
Grove,” located on the lake front at what would now 
be the foot of Clarke Avenue. The grounds covered 
several acres. This he sold to Commodore Clarke in 
1892. The Dimicks’ father, Moore W. Dimick, also 
owned a large tract of land in Palm Beach which he 
sold to C. I. Cragin of Philadelphia, who converted it 
into a Garden of Eden. South of the M. W. Dimick 
place was the Geer land, which was sold to Ri, Ri; 
McCormick for $10,000 and sold by him to Henry 
Flagler for $75,000. This became the site of the Royal 
Poinciana Hotel. Frank Dimick owned the adjoining 
tract and sold it to the Brelsford brothers, who erected 
a store building and operated a general store and the 
post office. Captain E. N. Dimick’s place adjoined this 
property on the south. 

In 1884 Captain Dimick and E. M. Brelsford estab- 
‘lished the “Celestial” railroad from Jupiter to Juno. 
This railroad was operated for two years by them and 
then sold to Captain U. D. Hendrickson, who operated 
it for two more years. 

The first drug store in Palm Beach was owned by 
Captain Dimick, and also the first drug store in West 
Palm Beach, which had been started by E. M. Hyer 
but sold to Captain Dimick before the building was 
completed. 

In 1893 a bank was organized and called the Dade 
County State Bank. J. H. Brelsford was chosen as its 
first president but on account of poor health resigned 


after a few months, and Captain Dimick. was made 
president. He also was on the board of directors. As 
the town of West Palm Beach began to show symptoms 
of a boom, a branch was established there in 1895, Later 
the entire business, building and all, was moved to the 
west side of the lake. The name of the bank was 
changed to The Pioneer Bank when Dade County was 
divided and Palm Beach County created, in 1909. 
Eventually it became the First National and later, 
merging with the American National, formed the First 
American Bank and Trust Company. 

Captain Dimick was the first president of the Pio- 
neers Association, which was organized in 1893 for all 
who made this section their home prior to that date. 
Mrs. Dimick succeeded her husband as president after 
his death. H. F. Hammon, who is credited with being 
the first homesteader of Palm Beach, gave the society 
a 100-foot lot for a picnic site south of Banyan Road 
on the ocean. Realizing that this would not be large 
enough to accommodate the eighty-four pioneers, the 
society later sold it and, with the help of a donation 
from West Palm Beach, purchased land between Dixie 
Highway and Olive Avenue, near Woodlawn Cemetery, 
since known as Pioneer Place. 

Captain Dimick was head of the Palm Beach Im- 
provement Company which, in 1910, arranged with 
Colonel L. H. Green to sell the 168-acre tract from 
the lake to the ocean which is now the beautiful resi- 
dential section known as Royal Park. 

When Palm Beach was incorporated as a city in 
1911, Captain Elisha N. Dimick was elected its first 
mayor. He made a most admirable executive and was 
retained in office for seven years, when he resigned. 


WILLIAM ERNEST VANLANDINGHAM, M.D. 


Dean of physicians in West Palm Beach and a true 
pioneer of Florida’s East Coast, Dr. William Ernest 
VanLandingham has rounded out 55 years in the med- 
ical profession and more than 40 years as a public 
health officer in Palm Beach County. He is the oldest 
living surgeon of the Florida East Coast Railroad and 
attended the funeral of its founder, Henry M. Flagler. 

Son of Samuel Green VanLandingham and Fannie 
Erie Watts, both natives of Georgia, Dr. VanLanding- 
ham was the second child in a family of eleven chil- 
dren, including a set of twins. Their names, dates and 
places of birth are as follows: 

1. Claude W. (a girl), born August 4, 1877, at Cairo, 
Georgia. 

2. William Ernest, born August 7, 1879, at Boston, 
Georgia. 

3. Florence A., born March 23, 1882, at Campville, 
Florida. 

4. Samuel Pierre, born April 20, 1884, at Campville, 
Florida. 

5. Walter Franklin, born July 18, 1886, at Gainesville, 
Florida. 

6. Herbert O., born September 13, 1888, at Titusville, 
Florida. 

7. Howell, born September 13, 1888, at Titusville, 

8. Ralph P., born January 18, 1890, at Titusville. 

9. Ella Mae, born July 27, 1892, at Titusville. 

10. Lawrence Ray, born August 16, 1895, at Titusville. 

11. Louis Edgar, born April 13, 1897, at Titusville. 

The mother of this family was born in Taylor County, 
Georgia, February 29, 1856, and died in West Palm 
Beach March 26, 1933; the father was born in Cairo, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Georgia, January 27, 1853, and died in West Palm 
Beach August 11, 1936. He came to Florida about 1882 
and first lived at Campville in Alachua County, later 
settling at Titusville, where he was in the lumber 
business. Titusville was a terminal for the Jackson- 
ville, Tampa and Key West Railroad, (J.T. & K.W.), 
and lumber was brought there by train and picked up 
by Dr. VanLandingham’s father, who delivered it by 
Bond Lumber Company’s sailboat up and down the 
Indian River for houses that were being built at various 
points. Mr. VanLandingham also delivered mail by 
boat before there was any other system of travel in 
that area. William Ernest often accompanied his father 
on these boat trips. 

After attending public school in Titusville, he went 
into the printing office of the Titusville Star, owned 
by E. B. Wager, and worked as a printer’s devil. He 
Was so small that he had to stand on a box to set the 
type. At some time later he worked for the Miami 
Metropolis. 

In 1901 he went to Chattanooga, Tennessee, to at- 
tend medical school, but after one year decided to go 
to Baltimore Medical College, which was later merged 
with the University of Maryland. During summer va- 
cations he worked at many things, including delivering 
ice and working in a drygoods store. One summer he 
worked on the Florida East Coast Railroad, helping to 
build the railroad to Palm Beach at the time the Poin- 
ciana Hotel was built. 


Dr. VanLandingham graduated from Baltimore Med- 
ical College in 1905, the year the Florida State Board 
of Medical Examiners was created. His class was the 
first to have to take the examination, and he holds 
certificate No. 4—the fourth man to be registered in 
the state. 

At first he went to Miami, where there were three 
other doctors, one of them Dr. Jackson for whom 
Jackson Memorial Hospital was named, but soon after- 
wards he moved to Fort Pierce, where a doctor was 
needed, and continued to practice there until 1918. 
During that time he brought into the world the future 


- Governor Dan McCarty and the girl who was to be- 


come Mrs. McCarty. The first baby he delivered in 
Florida was Beanie Backus, the artist. 

In the early years of his practice Dr. VanLanding- 
ham traveled by horse and buggy, canoe and train, 
and could flag down any train from Stuart to Mel- 
bourne. He sometimes put patients in the baggage 
car to get them to the nearest hospital, which was at 
St. Augustine. 

In 1918 Dr. VanLandingham moved to West Palm 
Beach to take the place of two doctors who were 
scheduled to leave for military service in World War 
I. There was no hospital there at that time. When 
Good Samaritan Hospital was opened he served as its 
superintendent from 1924 through 1926. He was made 
City Physician in 1919 and City Health Officer in 1926 
and held these offices until he resigned in 1953. In 
January 1945 he became County Physician and director 
of the County Hospital, and completed fifteen years in 
this service, resigning as of September 1, 1960. He 
served one term as president of the Palm Beach County 
Medical Society and five years as secretary. 

When the Baltimore Medical College was merged 
with the University of Maryland, Dr. VanLandingham 
received a certificate from the university. In 1955 he 
was one of a handful of physicians who attended the 
50th anniversary of the graduation of his class at the 


University of Maryland in Baltimore, and was award- 
ed an alumni certificate of appreciation in recognition 
of his 50 years of service as a physician. 


He is a former Mason, a member of the Rotary Club 
and of the First Methodist Church of West Palm Beach. 
In Titusville on September 15, 1904, he married Aleph 
Mims, who was born in Hezlehurst, Georgia, February 
27, 1880, daughter of Casper Neal Mims and Martha 
Cornelia Girtman. Her father served in the Civil War 
in Clinch Rifles, Company A, Fifth Georgia Regiment, 
commanded by Captain Platt under Colonel J. C. Jack- 
son of Augusta. Miss Mims was a school teacher. When 
she and Dr. VanLandingham were married the whole 
town of Titusville turned out at the station to wish 
them well. They had three sons, all born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Ernest Mims, born July 17, 1906. 

2. Casper Neal, born September 30, 1908. 

3. Samuel Grey, born September 23, 1914. 


The first Mrs. VanLandingham died June 15, 1956, 
and in 1957 the doctor married Florence E. Groiss in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 


In his youth Dr. Van, as his friends and associates 
call him, engaged in the sport of bicycle racing in 
cities up and down the east coast from West Palm 
Beach to Titusville and won the Florida championship 
one year. He is also a baseball fan and for five years 
managed the West Palm Beach team in the old East 
Coast League, of which he was president in the late 
twenties. 


SAMUEL PIERRE VANLANDINGHAM 


Formerly in the dairy business and subsequently an 
ice cream plant operator, Samuel Pierre VanLanding- 
ham of Fort Pierce is now in the real estate rental 
business and is part owner of a ranch. 

He was born in Miami, Florida, April 23, 1914, son 
of Samuel Pierre and Alma Elsie (Ehrhart) VanLan- 
dingham, and a nephew of the eminent Dr. William E. 
VanLandingham. His grandfather, Samuel Green Van- 
landingham, brought his family to Florida from Georgia 
about 1882. Pierre’s father was born at Campville, 
Florida, April 20, 1884, and died in October 1918; his 
mother was born in Lisbon, Ohio, July 15, 1892. She 
married Mr. VanLandingham in Stuart, Florida, Jan- 
uary 26, 1910, and after his death at the early age of 
thirty-four, married Harry Millard McVey at Fort 
Pierce on February 9, 1922. 

Pierre VanLandingham graduated from Fort Pierce 
High School in 1933 and took a two-year course in 
Dairy Science at the University of Tennessee at Knox- 
ville. He worked for Southern Dairies about eight 
years in all, at Knoxville, West Palm Beach, and 
Miami. When he left the Miami plant he held the po- 
sition of assistant plant supervisor. 

After he gave up the dairy business, Mr. VanLan- 
dingham owned and operated a retail and wholesale 
ice cream plant at Vero Beach and at Fort Pierce, 
until 1956, when he entered the real estate rental busi- 
ness. The ranch in which he has an interest is located 
in St. Lucie County and covers approximately 8,000 
acres. 

Mr. VanLandingham is a member of the First Pres- 
byterian Church at Fort Pierce. 

On August 22, 1937, at Fort Pierce he married Jane 
Ernestine Alderman, daughter of Burgess Elliott and 
Dollie Lee (Parker) Alderman, whose biographies ap- 
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pear in these pages. Ernestine was born in Fort Pierce 
April 5, 1915. Mr. and Mrs. VanLandingham are the 
parents of two sons, born in Fort Pierce: Kyle Sam- 
uel, on December 10, 1951; Larue Pierre, on January 
18, 1955. 


ERNEST WALTER HISTED, SR. 


He used to whistle while he worked, this Van Dyke 
of photographers, as he was called by Henry Cabot 
Lodge, Sr. The great and near-great of two continents 
posed for Ernest W. Histed, Sr., who in his later years 
made friends with the Florida Indians in his home on 
the edge of the Everglades near Jupiter, where he 
died on May 27, 1947, in his 86th year. 

He was born in Brighton, England, October 15, 1861, 
son of John and Harriet Histed. His father was an 
importer of fine liquors from France. His mother al- 
ways thought she would come into an estate that be- 
longed to the family before Cromwell seized it. 

As a boy of twelve Ernest was working in a grocery 
store in Brighton when a wealthy man came in one 
day and made arrangements for him to attend school 
for one year. In school he studied model drawing. J. E. 
Mayall, partner of Daguerre, inventor of photography, 
offered him an apprenticeship in his shop, and there 
he learned the photographic business from bottom to 
top. He was allowed to handle the official photographic 
plates of Queen Victoria’s wedding, and one day when 
the printer did not show up he was given a chance 
to do printing. 

In 1881, when he was twenty, he decided to emigrate 
to America and wanted to go to Florida, but the clerk 
in the steamship office discouraged that idea. “Nay, 
lad, not Florida. The alligators will eat ye alive!”’, he 
said. So Ernest went to Chicago. There he worked for 
a wet plate company, a pioneer photographer who was 
a rival of Mr. Eastman’s company. After three years 
he moved to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and opened his 
own studio, taking tin-types, four for a quarter. With 
Alexander Moore, a reporter for the Chronicle-Tele- 
graph, (later ambassador to Spain) and Frank Con- 
noley, another reporter, he made an historical scoop 
in photograph of the great Johnstown flood of 1889, 
the reporters doing the story. 

His reputation grew and he became acquainted with 
millionaires. Harry Thaw’s mother offered to set him 
up in business, With a good friend, Count Francisco 
Maria Guardabassi, he sailed for England in 1895 in 
time for Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. On this or another 
occasion when he was a passenger on an Italian flag- 
ship, he was to have dined with the admiral but he 
couldn’t get into his dress suit, so he didn’t go. He 
guessed the admiral never forgave him. 

He had a hard time getting started in England. When 
the Royal Academy in London refused his portraits 
for exhibition, he went to Willis Clemons, who made 
the platinum paper he used in printing all his pictures, 
and showed the portraits he wished to enter in the 
exhibition; with the result that they withdrew all their 
entries and put in his instead. The next day the critics 
acclaimed his work, saying that his poorest picture 
was better than all the others’ best. After that success 
began to come his way and he became the favorite of 
the social set. On one occasion he was the lone man at 
a luncheon with six titled women. 

After a year or two with the London Graphic and 
Illustrated London News as a portrait photographer, 
he went to Brighton. There Princess Henry of Batten- 


burg, now Mountbatten, asked him to take her picture. 
She was so pleased with it that she told her mother, 
Queen Victoria of England, and the Queen requested 
Mr. Histed to come and take a picture of the Kaiser’s 
mother, the Empress Frederick. The pony cart Mr. 
Histed had hired to haul his equipment to Windsor 
Palace did not arrive in“time, and in the emergency 
he used a wheelbarrow. The guards tried to shoo him 
away and threatened him with “Old Bailey,’ but at 
last a maid who knew of his appointment came to his 
rescue and he was admitted, wheelbarrow and all. The 
royal family were friendly and very patient and co- 
operative in posing, he said. 

The grand old lady herself, Queen Victoria, also 
posed for him, and so did Princess Mary, later Queen, 
then Duchess of York. Among other members of royal- 
ty he photographed were Queen Victoria of Spain, 
Prince Louis of Battenburg, and the Grand Duchess 
Serge of Russia. The first pictures of his that were pub- 
lished were of a garden party given by Queen Victoria. 

When he returned to New York in 1898 Mr. Histed 
was temporarily out of funds. By way of advertising, 
he set up the pictures of the Empress Frederick and 
Princess Mary in drygoods-box frames on Fifth Ave- 
nue, and watched to see what would happen. A lovely 
young lady coming along seemed enchanted by the 
pictures. She was the daughter of Senator Clarke of 
Montana, the “Copper King,” and was to be married 
in a few days. With the $5,000 her father paid him for 
the wedding pictures Histed opened a studio on Fifth 
Avenue, where he remained in business for many years. 

Among his reminiscences of those years were the 
pale faced little girl who asked him to please take her 
picture for a dime so her mother would have some- 
thing to keep when she left her, for she had heard the 
doctor say that she would soon die of consumption. 
There was Benjamin Harrison, always wanting to drag 
him away from picture appointments to play pool; 
Sir John Irving, the great Shakespearian actor, anx- 
iously asking which side of his face was the strongest; 
John Burroughs scurrying in, frightened by the cabs 
and street cars; Tony Drexel and Louie Lorillard, the 
gay young blades who refused to be serious for their 
pictures; Mrs. Evalyn Walsh McLean, owner of the 
Hope Diamond, bringing three trunks full of clothes 
to the studio to have two portraits taken. One morning 
the display window was broken and the portrait o! 
Madame Melba, Australian opera star and toast of 
Broadway, was missing—stolen by some admirer. 

Mr, Histed had a wonderful quality of treating all 
people alike, rich or poor, royalty or commoner, and 
was famous for his ability to put his subjects at ease. 
In those days having one’s picture taken was almost a 
sacrec rite. Only family and intimate friends got copies, 
and rarely the newspapers. As for putting one’s pic- 
ture in an advertisement—he could imagine the reac- 
tion of Mrs. John Jacob Astor or the first Mrs. Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt (both his patrons) to such a proposal. 
The explosion would have been heard clear to Newport, 
he said. (Incidentally, Mr. Histed also had a studio at 
Newport, Rhode Island.) 


Ernest Histed, Sr. first came to Palm Beach, Florida, 
in the 1890’s to convalesce from a bout of pneumonia. 
He bought some property and built a studio on Old 
County Road, where Phipps Plaza is now. The next 
winter he bought 300 feet on Lake Worth and 200 feet 
on the ocean side. Most of this he finally sold off piece 
by piece, and at the end of the boom in the late twen- 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


ties came to Jupiter, where he had been buying prop- 
erty since 1912. He retired in 1934 and went to live in 
his rambling house in Jupiter, although he went back 
to his work for a while in West Palm Beach and began 
using Kodaks at that time. Eastman made special glass 
plates for him and he had a special technique which in- 
volved the use of yellow tissue paper for lighting—a 
technique the science of photography has caught up 
with since, 

At his home in Jupiter, situated on 200 acres along 
the Loxahatchee River, twelve acres constituted a 
jungle garden called the Garden of the Gods, which 
was landscaped by Mr. Histed and his son. This was 
a show place for visitors, some of whom were per- 
mitted to inspect his portraits, perhaps the most re- 
markable collection in existence. Representing approx- 
imately 25,000 of the celebrities whom Ernest Histed 
photographed during his career, they are a beguiling 
facial history of a romantic and rugged era. Their 
subjects ruled for half a century the business, social 
and political destinies of nations. The pictured faces— 
noble, austere, acquisitive, sensitive, proud, defiant, 
humble, but always fascinating—are as clear and sharp 
in outline, as soft and striking in effect, as the day 
they were developed—due, said Mr. Histed, to the fact 
that they were printed on platinum paper that could 
be obtained from only one manufacturer in London. 
Most of Mr. Histed’s pictures are now in the Museum 
of New York City. 

At the Little Church Around the Corner in New 
York City, on February 3, 1908, Ernest Walter Histed, 
Sr. married Lena Bell Simpson, who was born August 
14, 1876, in Lamont, Michigan, daughter of William 
Abbott Simpson, a native of Hamilton, Ontario, and 
Sarah Jane Beckwith from Saranac, Michigan. Mr. 
and Mrs. Histed became the parents of a son and a 
daughter: Ernest W. Histed, Jr., born April 21, 1910, 
in New York City (whose story follows);.and Frances 
Elizabeth, born November 18, 1914, in Washington, New 
Jersey, now Mrs. Sheldon Webb and the mother of 
Holly Elizabeth Webb, born September 21, 1957, in 
Jupiter, Florida. 

Mr. Histed had two brothers, Charles and John, and 
four sisters. Charles Histed went to Auckland, New 
Zealand, and became a wool exporter. John had a 
large grocery store in London and was married to the 
daughter of a wealthy vinegar merchant. One sister 
was a social worker in the United States. One worked 
for an uncle who was a great antique collector. The 
other two married and did not have careers. 


ERNEST WALTER HISTED, JR. 


The only son of the famous portrait photographer, 
Ernest W. Histed, Jr. has not attempted to emulate 
his father’s art. He entered the field of commercial 
photography late in his career, after giving ten years 
to aerial photography. 

Born in New York City April 21, 1910, son of Lena 
Bell (Simpson) and Ernest W. Histed, Sr. (see fore- 
going sketch of father), he attended elementary school 
in Palm Beach, Jupiter High School and Culver Mili- 
tary Academy, a Naval school. After finishing school 
he ran a charter fishing boat and was in Civil Service 
at the outbreak of World War II. 

He enlisted in the Navy October 26, 1942, and served 
until December 1, 1945, in Naval Aviation, part of that 
time at Opalocka Air Base, Dade County, Vero Beach 
Naval Air Station, San Diego Naval Air Station, and 


on the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Nehenta Bay overseas. 
He was in Okinawa and, at the time of the surrender, 
in Japan. 

After the war he returned to Civil Service at Palm 
Beach Base before it was de-activated. About that time 
he underwent a serious operation and spent a year 
recuperating. He then returned to the charter fishing 
boats for a while, and did some work as a commercial 
painter. In 1948 he took up flying under the G.I. Bill 
of Rights, received his private pilots license, and did 
aerial photography for the next ten years. Finally, in 
1958, he opened his present shop in Jupiter, where he 
does commercial photography and sells hobby supplies 
of a sporting goods nature. 

Ernest Histed, Jr. is a member of the Florida Pho- 
tographers Association, the National Aircraft Owners 
and Pilots Association, the Jupiter Chamber of Com- 
merce, and Northwood Baptist Church, West Palm 
Beach. He was married at Simons Island, Georgia, 
April 24, 1958, to Dorothy Jean Dougherty, who was 
born in Jasonville, Indiana, July 6, 1923, daughter of 
Pearl (Bennett) and Vaughn Dougherty. Her father 
was born in Clay City, Indiana, June 30, 1886; her 
mother in Brazil, Indiana, July 30, 1895. 

By a previous marriage Mrs. Histed, Jr. has two 
children: Barbara Jenkins, born July 2, 1944, in Indi- 
ana; Donald Jenkins, born June 14, 1946, in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. 


ARCHIBALD ALVIN HENDRY, JR. 


Archibald Alvin Hendry, Jr., widely known in the 
Martin County district for his devoted service, is a 
prominent business man and dealer for the General 
Electric Company. 

He was born July 24, 1903, in Fort Pierce, son of 
Archibald Alvin Hendry and Amy Ann Cone, born in 
Benton, Florida. Archibald Hendry, Sr. was one of the 
largest cattlemen in the state. He and K. B. Raulerson 
were the original owners of the East Coast Cattle 
Company when the county seat of Dade County was 
in Juno, Florida. 

After receiving his elementary and some secondary 
education in Fort Pierce, Mr. Hendry left high school 
and on November 22, 1917, began to serve a two year 
term in the Navy, after which he returned to high 
school. While in the service he was stationed in Key 
West and Marathon and was active on the destroyer 
U.S.S. Perry. 

From 1930 to 1932 he was in the wholesale and bro- 
kerage fruit business in Fort Pierce; entered the bev- 
erage business in 1934; and in 1941 became the owner 
of the Cottage Camp and Trading Post. In 1955 he be- 
came the owner of the Tri-County Gas Company, 
which supplies fuel for cooking and heat, and is the 
dealer for major gas and electric appliances in Martin 
County for General Electric Company. 

Mr. Hendry is associated in business with his two 


- sons, Archibald Alvin Hendry, III, born February 2, 


1934, and John H. Hendry, born July 4, 1936. His wife, 
Lydia Hannah Hazell, was born in Chester, Pennsyl- 
vania, April 14, 1902. She married Archibald Hendry, 
Jr. in Fort Pierce January 14, 1933. 

Mr. Hendry is a member of the Jensen Beach Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the American Legion, and is 
affiliated with the Methodist Church. He was Road 
Superintendent for Martin County for two years, Mar- 
tin County Fire Chief, Purchasing Agent, Building In- 
spector, and is now on the Zoning Board for Martin 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


County. He has been a member of the Central and 
South Florida Flood Control District, covering seven- 
teen counties, and was head of the Land Department 
for six years, during which time he purchased approxi- 
mately one million acres of land. 


CHARLES B. ARBOGAST 


Successfully engaged in the real estate and insurance 
business in Stuart since 1925, Charles B. Arbogast is 
active in developing waterfront property. He helped 
to form the Hobe Sound Company, which owns the 
resort at Hobe Sound and Jupiter Island, and owns 
considerable land in his own right. Holding a position 
of leadership in his community, he is an integral part 
of its civic and social life. 

He was born at Grand Forks, North Dakota, Sep- 
tember 17, 1890, son of Leland Ashby and Lillian 
(Welch) Arbogast. His father was born in Staunton, 
Virginia, in 1860 and died in 1928. He was in the grain 
business in Minnesota and North Dakota with his 
headquarters in Duluth and Minneapolis. For many 
years he was traveling superintendent for the North- 
ern Pacific Elevator Company; then organized his own 
business, the Dakota Elevator Company, which he op- 
erated until 1909, when he retired because of ill health. 
Charles’ mother was born in Waco, Texas, and died in 
1945 at the age of 75. 

Attending schools in Duluth and Minneapolis, Charles 
Arbogast graduated from the Minneapolis High School 
in 1909, After further preparation in a business college, 
he entered the grain business and was associated with 
different companies until 1917, when the onset of World 
War I impelled him to enlist in the Naval Air Corps. 
He served approximately two years, stationed at Min- 
neapolis, Philadelphia, Montauk Point, Long Island, 
and Hampton Roads, Virginia, and was honorably dis- 
charged in March of 1919. After the war he was in the 
wholesale coal business, selling coal throughout the 
Northwest until 1925, the year he came to Florida. 

Coming directly to Stuart, he began his career in the 
real estate business as sales representative of a local 
firm. The following year he entered a partnership with 
Theodore Dehon, who had been a real estate operator 
in Stuart. The partnership was dissolved in 1928 and 
since then Mr. Arbogast has continued as an inde- 
pendent operator and has been very successful. Al- 
though he specializes in waterfront property, he han- 
dles all types of real estate and maintains, in addition 
to the main office at Stuart, offices at Hobe Sound, 
North River Shores and Salerno. Among the subdi- 
visions he has developed are Cocoanut Park and North 
River Shores, a 450-acre residential development with 
7,000 feet of waterfront on the St. Lucie River at Stu- 
art; Seven Oaks Island on Jupiter Island; Indian Hills; 
Hildabrad Park, and others. 

Mr. Arbogast, a Democrat, served as County Com- 
missioner of Martin County for two terms. He was 
Commander of the American Legion Post in Stuart 
for two years and is a member of the Forty-and-Eight. 
He is past president of the Stuart Board of Realtors; 
was a charter member of the Stuart Rotary Club, and 
is a member of the Episcopal Church. Stamp collecting 
is his hobby. 

On September 4, 1926, in Stuart, Mr. Arbogast mar- 
ried Eva Dehon, daughter of Theodore and Helen 
(Middleton) Dehon, both natives of Charleston, South 
Carolina. Both Mr. and Mrs. Arbogast’s ancestors 
fought in the Revolutionary War and in the Confed- 


erate Army in the Civil War. Mrs. Arbogast shares 
many of her husband’s interests. They have had two 
sons. 

Charles B. Arbogast, Jr., born in April, 1928, grad- 
uated with honors from The Citadel, Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 1949, with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Civil Engineering. He is a Registered Civil Engineer 
in the State of Florida and in the Commonwealth. of 
Puerto Rico, and a Registered Land Surveyor in Flor- 
ida. From 1949 to 1954 he was a civil, structural and 
construction engineer with Shell Oil Company, Ltd., 
of Puerto Rico, and at the same time held a similar 
position with the District Public Works Office of the 
Tenth Naval District, San Juan, Puerto Rico. Since 
1954 he has been engaged in the private practice of 
engineering in Stuart, Florida, and is a member of the 
firm of Greenlees, Arbogast and Associates, Inc., En- 
gineers. He is also a real estate broker, associated with 
his father in the real estate business, and is a director 
of the Board of Realtors in Stuart and a member of 
the state and national real estate boards. He is now a 
Captain in the United States Army Reserve. Like his 
father, he is active in civic and social affairs. 

Middleton D. Arbogast, born in October 1932, grad- 
uated from Stuart High School and attended the Uni- 
versity of Florida. At the age of eighteen he became 
a real estate broker and insurance agent and was ac- 
tively associated with his father until May of 1955, 
when he passed away at Stuart. He was active in the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce and other civic affairs 
and was a member of the state and national real estate 
boards as well as the local board. 


EVANS CRARY, SR. 


A devoted man in his profession, Evans Crary, Sr. 
has served his state and community in numerous po- 
litical offices for many years. The first Senator of the 
new district created of St. Lucie, Martin, and Indian 
River Counties, he spent eighteen of his twenty-five 
years of political service in the State Legislature. 

He was born June 25, 1905, in Tampa, Florida, son 
of Perley Frederick Crary, born in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in 1873, who died in 1954; and Alice Lewis, born in 
Longwood, Florida, in 1883. P. F. Crary served in the 
State Treasurer’s office from 1932 to 1952 and prior to 
that time was in the real estate business in Tampa. 

Evans Crary attended the public schools of Tampa 
and graduated from the University of Florida in 1927 
with an LL.B. degree. He is a member of the Pi Kappa 
Phi social fraternity and Phi Alpha Delta legal fra- 
ternity. Now associated with his son, Evans Crary, Jr., 
in the firm of Crary and Crary, he conducts a private 
law practice in Stuart, Florida. 

From 1932 to 1955 he was County Attorney of Martin 
County, was City Judge of Stuart from 1930 to 1936, 
a member of the House of Representatives of Florida 
1936 to 1946, and in 1945-46 served as Speaker of the 
House. A member of the State Senate from 1946 to 
1954, he represented the Twelfth Senatorial District 
as the first Senator of St. Lucie, Martin, and Indian 
River Counties. He is active in the American Bar As- 
sociation as well as the Florida Bar and is past presi- 
dent of the Stuart-Martin County Bar Association. 

In 1935 he was president of the Stuart Rotary in 
Martin County, is a past president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, and a member of the Elks in Stuart. He 
belongs to the Stuart #163 Acacia Lodge of the Ma- 
sons, the Lake Worth Consistory, and the Mahi (Miami) 
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Temple Shrine, Past chairman of the Board of Stew- 
ards for approximately fifteen years, he is affiliated 
with the Methodist Church. 

His wife, Talley McKewn, was born April 7, 1905, 
in Orangeburg, South Carolina. She is the dauvhter of 
William Talley McKewn who was born in 1874 and 
died in 1923, and Margaret M. Dukes, born in Orange- 
burg, South Carolina, in 1874. The Crarys were mar- 
ried in Brooksville, Florida, February 4, 1928, and now 
have two children. They are: 

1. Lawrence Evans Crary, Jr., born February 11, 
1930, in Stuart, Florida, whose sketch follows. 

2. William F. Crary, born September 15, 1932, in 
Stuart, who married Mary Ann Arnold, born in Mad- 
isonville, Kentucky. They have one son, Ricky Crary, 
born November 23, 1954, in Madisonville, Kentucky. 


LAWRENCE EVANS CRARY, JR. 


Only six years after graduating with the highest 
honors in his class, Lawrence Evans Crary, Jr. was 
appointed County Judge and was selected as one of 
Florida’s five outstanding young men by the State 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. This young attorney 
has succeeded in establishing a remarkable record of 
political service in his county, state, and community. 

Born in Stuart, Florida, February 11, 1930, he is the 
son of attorney Lawrence Evans Crary, Sr., and Talley 
McKewn. He received his elementary education in 
Stuart and continued grades nine through twelve at 
the Bolles School in Jacksonville, Florida. He gradu- 
ated from the University of Florida in 1951 with a 
B.S. degree in Business Administration and in 1952 
obtained his LL.B. degree from the University of Flor- 
ida Law School, graduating with high honors and 
placing first in his class. 

Later in 1952 he entered the United States Air Force 
and served in the Judge Advocate’s Department with 
the 3700th Training Wing at Lackland Air Force Base 
in San Antonio, Texas. After two years he was dis- 
charged as a First Lieutenant and now serves as a 
Captain in the Air Force Reserve. He is currently 
active as an instructor in the 9883rd Air Reserve Squad 
in West Palm Beach, Florida. 

Now in partnership with his father in their Stuart 
law office, L. Evans Crary, Jr. was appointed County 
Judge in 1958, and in that same year was selected as 
one of Florida’s five outstanding young men by the 
Florida State Junior Chamber of Commerce. Pre- 
viously, in 1957, he had been awarded as the outstand- 
ing young man of Martin County, Florida. 

He holds membership in the Phi Kappa Phi frater- 
nity, the Beta Gamma Sigma fraternity, the Delta Tau 
Delta fraternity, the Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity 
in the University of Florida chapter and is a member 
of the Florida Blue Key. He belongs to the American 
Bar Association, the Florida Bar, and was president 
of the Martin County Bar Association from 1958 to 
1959. He is secretary and treasurer of the Florida 
Council of Bar Association Presidents and serves on 
the Legal Institutes Committee of the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit of the Florida Bar. 

Mr. Crary is Past Master of Acacia Masonic Lodge 
#163 of Stuart and a member of the Scottish Rite in 
Lake Worth. He belongs to Stuart-Jensen Lodge #1870 
of the Elks in Stuart, was president of the Stuart Ro- 
tary Club from 1957 to 1958, is past director and served 
as president of the Chamber of Commerce in Stuart 
from 1958 to 1959, is a member of the Board of Di- 


rectors of the Martin Memorial Hospital, and serves 
on the Board of Directors of the Martin County His- 
torical Society. He is affiliated with the First Methodist 
Church of Stuart, where he acts as a trustee and is a 
past superintendent of the Sunday School. 

His wife, Marilyn Overby, born December 3, 1931, 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, is the daughter of Lawrence 
A. Overby and Mary Fernandez of New Bedford, Mas- 
sachusetts. The Crarys were married on June 6, 1951, 
in Gainesville, Florida, and now have three children. 
They are: 

1. Lawrence Evans Crary, III, born September 15, 
1953, in San Antonio, Texas. 

2. Robert Michael Crary, born March 13, 1956, in 
Stuart, Florida. 

3. Milicent Ann Crary, born September 29, 1959, in 
Stuart, Florida. 


EDWARD F. MILLER 


Edward F. Miller of Stuart is the founder of what 
is probably the largest Pompon chrysanthemum farm 
in Florida. In the 1959 season he shipped 550,000 
bunches of flowers and expects to increase the num- 
ber by 100,000 in 1960. Mr. Miller’s son, Edward W. 
Miller, who has been in business with his father since 
he was twelve years old, is in charge of the growing 
operations. while the father takes care of the sales 
and shipping. The senior Mr. Miller has also been 
very successful in buying and selling real estate in 
Florida. 

Son of Louis and Anna (Folprecht) Miller, he was 
born in Long Island City, New York, October 3, 1902, 
and was educated in the public schools of Long Island 
City, including Bryant High School. His father died 
in Astoria, Long Island, in May 1942. His mother is 
living in Stuart, Florida. 

Edward F. Miller was an office worker and elevator 
constructor in his early years and in 1932 was hurt in 
an elevator shaft fall. In July of that year he bought 
the Farmers Hotel and Restaurant in Harlem Market. 
In April 1935 he purchased the Farmers Hotel and 
Restaurant in Wallabout Market, Brooklyn, New 
York. When this market, which adjoined the Navy 
Yard, was condemned for extension of the Navy Yard 
in 1941, Mr. Miller organized the firm of Edward Mil- 
ler and Son and opened a Garden Center in New 
Hyde Park, Long Island, on one acre of ground. Here 
they had greenhouses as well as the Garden Center. 

Mr. Miller, Sr. came to Stuart, Florida, in 1949 and 
in 1954 started developing the present flower farm. 
On October 1, 1957, Edward Miller and Son sold the 
Garden Center in Long Island and Edward Jr. joined 
his father in Stuart. The Millers have an annual pay- 
roll of $120,000 and employ about fifty people in 
season. 

Mr. Miller, Sr. is a member of the Florida Nursery- 
men and Growers Association and of Southeastern 
Florist Association, and a director of Martin County 
Farm Bureau. He is also a member of the Elks Stuart- 
Jensen Lodge #1870. 

He was first married on August 9, 1924, to Wilhel- 
mina Zinsmeister, who was the mother of his son, 
Edward Walter, born in New Hyde Park, Long Island, 
New York, on August 8, 1931. She died March 17, 
1954, 

In July 1955 Mr. Miller, Sr. married Louise Ogden 
of Parkersburg, West Virginia. During World War II 
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Louise went to Washington, D.C., and was a statisti- 
cian for the national housing agency. In 1945 she went 
to Miami where she started as assistant auditor at the 
Roney Plaza and later was executive secretary at the 
Empress Hotel. When she met Mr. Miller she was 
managing the Surbaban Club Hotel Apartments. She 
helps her husband in his work and operates a minia- 
ture French poodle ranch in conjunction with the 
flower farm, also a poodle grooming service. This 
combination of chrysanthemums and French poodles 
gives the Millers the advertising slogan, “Oodles and 
oodles of Pompons and Poodles.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Miller are now building rental luxury 
cottages and cabana guest houses, with swimming 
pool, shuffle-board court and boat basin, on their ten- 
acre ranch located on the North Fork of the St. Lucie 
River. This ranch was originally the Stanley Ranch, 
owned by Stanley Beverege of Stanley Home Prod- 
ucts, a nationally known company. The Millers offer 
an attractive package deal for the fisherman with dock 
and river fishing and deep sea fishing on the “Dude,” 
charter sailfishing boat, which is operated for Edward 
Miller and Son by Frank Csongedi, charter boat cap- 
tain in Stuart for the past twenty years. Employees of 
the company and business associates also enjoy the 
privilege of trips on the “Dude.” 


SAMUEL COLSON GAY 


The president of Fort Pierce Abstract Company, 
Samuel Colson Gay is a descendant of pioneer settlers 
of Alachua County. More distantly, he is a descendant 
of Jacob Colson who was Captain of the 8th or Rifle 
Company in the Revolutionary Army, a company com- 
posed of volunteers from Georgia. His maternal great- 
grandfather, William Colson, came to Payne’s Prairie 
(near Gainesville) in 1821 and settled there. He was a 
planter, owner of Port Crum Plantation. His son, Maxey 
Dell, Sam’s grandfather, with his son Perry Colson, 
founded and laid out what is now Trenton, Florida, and 
donated land for the first public school there. When 
the school site was abandoned they re-donated the site 
to the county, and the Gilchrist County Court House 
was erected there and is still in use. Both Sam’s grand- 
parents fought in the Civil War; William H. Gay with 
the Confederate General, Braxton Bragg. The other 
grandfather was wounded at Olustee. Further in- 
formation about Mr. Gay’s family may be found in 
the Buccholz History of Alachua County. 

Samuel Colson Gay was born at Trenton, Florida, 
December 10, 1912, son of Samuel Gilbert and Callie 
(Colson) Gay, His mother, who also was born at Tren- 
ton, died at Winter Haven, Florida. His father was born 
at Providence, Florida, and died at Bartow. He was a 
farmer and grower of perishable fruit in Gilchrist 
County, the first to grow watermelons commercially in 
North Central Florida. He was a Mason, and probably 
a charter member of Micanopy Lodge. 

After graduating from Trenton High School in 1930, 
Samuel Colson Gay attended the University of Florida. 
He then went to work for his uncle, B. R. Colson, at the 
Alachua County Abstract Company in Gainesville, and 
became vice-president of the company in 1937, Follow- 
ing two years with the Navy (1944-46), he became as- 
sociated with Florida Southern Abstract and Title Com- 
pany at Lakeland, but was there only three or four 
months when he was offered the management of the 
Fort Pierce Abstract Company. Gradually he acquired 


a half interest in the company and became its vice- 
president, and upon the death of D. V. Marquis he 
acquired the other half interest and became president 
of the company. 

Mr. Gay has lectured on the subject of abstracts at 
the P. K. Yonge School, which is part of the School of 
Education of the University of Florida. 

He is a member of the American Title Association; 
past president (1942-43) of the Florida Land Title As- 
sociation; a member of the St. Lucie County Chamber 
of Commerce and past director of the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce, and a member of the City Plan- 
ning Board. While in Gainesville he was very active in 
the Rotary Club and was editor of the Rotary Bulletin. 
He also belonged to the Elks Lodge in Gainesville. He 
is a member of the Pelican Yacht Club, the Indian Hills 
Golf and Country Club, and the Church of Christ. Golf 
is his favorite sport and he plays in the local tourna- 
ments. 

Married in 1938 to Norvella Morgan, now deceased, 
Samuel Colson Gay has two children: Samuel Glenn 
Gay, born March 14, 1939, at Gainesville, now in the 
U. S. Air Force; and Sandra Lee Gay, born October 
15, 1941, who lives in Atlanta, Georgia. In February of 
1954 Mr. Gay married Margaret Williams. He has two 
stepchildren: Sally McCoy Sample and Susan Mc- 
Dougald Sample. 


PAUL ROBERTS EDMUNDS 


A realtor of Fort Pierce since 1955, Paul Roberts 
Edmunds lived a life of wide experience before taking 
up his present occupation, in which he seems about to 
reach the pinnacle of success. 

Born in Columbus, Ohio, October 18, 1908, he is a 
son of George Edward and Margaret Roberts Edmunds, 
formerly of Detroit, Michigan, where his father was a 
manufacturer of automobile lamps, president of Ed- 
munds-Jones Corporation. The senior Mr. Edmunds 
was born in Jackson, Ohio, April 28, 1866, and died in 
Clearwater, Florida, in May of 1947. He served in the 
Spanish-American war and was a Dollar-a-Year man 
in World War I. Margaret Roberts Edmunds was born 
in Columbus, Ohio, January 12, 1876, and died in De- 
troit, Michigan, in January of 1951. 

Paul Roberts Edmunds graduated from the Hill 
School in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, and attended 
Princeton University from 1927 through 1929. He com- 
pleted his education at St. Johns College of Cambridge 
University, England, graduating in the class of 1932. 

For four years Mr. Edmunds was an analytical re- 
porter for Dun and Bradstreet, New York. From that 
time until he entered the Army in World War II he 
was sales manager for National Graphite Company in 
New York City. 

Entering the United States Army in January, 1942, he 
served with the Transportation Corps, Water Division, 
until November, 1945, and had attained the rank of 
Major on discharge. He was injured when the SS City 
of Birmingham was torpedoed and wounded at the 
Omaha Beachhead Invasion of France, and was dec- 
orated with the Purple Heart and the Silver Star. 

Mr. Edmunds has been a resident of Florida since 
1935. After his return to civilian life he became a yacht 
broker at Fort Lauderdale, and in 1949 a produce 
broker at Pompano, in partnership with Mangum and 
Yates Company. He continued there until May of 1954, 
when he was semi-retired until he went into the real 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


estate business in Fort Pierce with his wife. Mrs. Ed- 
munds, a registered real estate broker, had been in the 
real estate business in Tampa from 1951 to 1955. 

Now president of the Florida Industrial Sites, Inc., 
Mr. Edmunds is developing shopping centers and other 
commercial properties throughout the state, including 
a 600-acre subdivision in Okeechobee County and a 
shopping center and bowling alley in Tallahassee. He 
has also been very active in the development of the 
Clark Stores (a variety department store) in Charlotte 
and Greensboro, North Carolina, and in a proposed one 
for Tampa and St. Petersburg which will have at least 
100,000 feet capacity. 

Mr. Edmunds is a member of the Fort Pierce Board 
of Realtors, the Fort Pierce Civitan Club, Elks Lodge 
- ##1520 of Fort Pierce, Indian Hills Country Club, the 
New York Athletic Club, and the First Methodist 
Church of Fort Pierce. He is a registered Democrat. 
Golf and sailing are his favorite sports. 

Mrs. Edmunds was Elizabeth C. Boggs Pazin, widow 
of Captain Peter Pazin, who was killed in a B29 crash 
at Cedar Keys in 1951. Her children by her first mar- 
riage are Peter Livingston Pazin, born January. 13, 1942, 
at Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, and Deborah Joan Pazin, 
born September 26, 1947, at Richmond, Virginia. Mr. 
and Mrs. Edmunds are the parents of Margaret Roberts 
Edmunds, born December 21, 1955, at Richmond, Vir- 
ginia. 


RCBERT CHALLENOR SMITHER 


Now a successful grower of citrus fruit in Fort Pierce, 
Florida, Robert C. Smither is a man whose life story 
covers a colorful variety of activities. 

He was born February 8, 1910, in Manchester, Massa- 
chusetts, son of Robert Newkirk and Harriet Roberts 
Smither. His father was at different times in his life an 
engineer, an investment broker, and operator of a 
brewery business in New York. 

Robert’s education was received at such widely sep- 
arated places as Hamilton, Bermuda, where he attended 
the Saultas Grammar School, and Palo Alto, California, 
where he graduated from Stanford University with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, and was a member of the Phi 
Kappa Psi Fraternity. 

His career began in a brewery depot in Miami, and he 
worked there until 1936, when he went to New York 
and became manager of the Long Island branch of John 
F. Trommer Company. In 1938 he became an insurance 
broker in New York City and continued in that busi- 
ness until he entered the Navy in 1942. He served for 
the duration of the war, in ships and on shore duty, 
and reached the rank of Lieutenant Commander, After 
the war he returned to Long Island and was in the real 
estate business for about two years. In 1948 he went to 
Campeche, Mexico, and became a shrimping operator, 
having two boats. Coming to Fort Pierce, Florida, in 
1950, he bought 40 acres of citrus groves and since then 
has bought and set out sixty acres more. He keeps busy 
managing his groves. 

Mr. Smither is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual; 
on the Growers Advisory Council of Indian River Citrus 
League; a director of St. Lucie County Soil Conserva- 
tion Board, and past director of the St. Lucie County 
Farm Bureau. He is a member of the American Legion, 
Stephen Gladwin Post #40; the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Eugene V. Lish Post #3064; Fort Pierce Masonic 
Lodge #87, Fort Pierce Commandery, Lake Worth 
Consistory, and Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami; the Elks 


Lodge #1520 of Fort Pierce; the Fort Pierce Shrine 
Club, of which he is past director; Fort Pierce Yacht 
Club; and is past Patron of the Order of the Eastern 
Star, Ruth Chapter #7. He is a Democrat and a mem- 
ber of the First Church of Christ Scientist, in which he 
has served on the board of directors and as first reader. 
Fishing is his favorite relaxation. 

In Bayshore, New York, on January 3, 1942, Mr. 
Smither married Marjorie Louise Faust, daughter of 
James A. and Anna C. (Schuck) Faust, who was born 
in New York City March 25, 1912. She is a graduate of 
Goucher College, Baltimore, Maryland and a member 
of the Kappa Alpha Theta Sorority; past Matron of 
Ruth Chapter #7, Order of the Eastern Star, and a past 
reader of the First Church of Christ, Scientist. She is 
also a member of the Woman’s Club and a past presi- 
dent of the Ladies Shrine Club of Fort Pierce. She is 
currently working for the Florida State Department of 
Public Welfare. 


CALVIN P. POPPELL 


Tax assessor of St. Lucie County since 1952, Calvin 
P. Poppell is following the example of his father, Felix 
Clayton Poppell, who was the first elected tax assessor 
of St. Lucie County and served in that office for a total 
of eighteen years. 

The Poppell family came from Sparta, Georgia, and 
settled in Taylor County near Perry, where Calvin’s 
grandfather was a farmer and cattleman. Felix Poppell 
came to the Indian River section of Florida about 1877 
and settled first on Merritt Island, working on a trading 
boat under Captain N. B. Broward, who became Gov- 
ernor of Florida in 1905. After a few years he moved 
to Quay, now Winter Beach in Indian River County, 
and there planted sixty acres of orange grove. He came 
to Ft. Pierce in 1918. After his long service as tax as- 
sessor of St. Lucie County, he ran for and was elected 
to the Florida State Legislature at the age of seventy- 
two. He died at Ft. Pierce in 1941 at the age of eighty- 
one. Calvin’s mother, formerly Isabella Franklin 
Faulkner, also a native of Taylor County, died at Ft. 
Pierce in 1945, aged seventy-two. 


Born at Winter Beach September 28, 1904, Calvin P. 
Poppell was educated in the public schools of St. Lucie 
County, graduating from the high school (now known 
as the Dan McCarty High School) in 1926, and at- 
tended the University of Florida from 1927 to 1929. At 
a later time he took an evening course in ‘Washington, 
i: 

He was a clerk at the Dixie Pelican Hotel at Stuart 
for one year; then went to work for the Federal State 
Inspection Service, doing grade certification on fruits 
and vegetables up and down the eastern seaboard of the 
United States, and continued in this work for about 
twenty years, excepting his time in military service in 
World War II. After basic training at Ft. Eustis, Vir- 
ginia, he served in the Coast Artillery, stationed at Ft. 
Adams, Rhode Island. In 1949 he became the owner and 
operator of the Ideal Supply Company of Ft. Pierce, a 
feed, seed and general supply house for farmers and 
cattlemen. 


In 1951 Mr. Poppell campaigned for the office of tax 
assessor and was elected. He took office in 1952 and his 
term runs through 1960. He is a member of the Tax 
Assessors Association of Florida and the National As- 
sociation of Assessing Officers. 

Active in the life of his community, Mr. Poppell is a 
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THE: EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


member of the Elks Lodge #1520 and Moose Lodge of 
Ft. Pierce; the Ft. Pierce Lions Club, of which he is 
first vice-president; and the First Methodist Church of 
Ft. Pierce, in which he is a member of the Official 
Board of Stewards and teaches eighth grade Sunday 
School. 

Boating on his nineteen-foot cabin cruiser and col- 
lecting antiques for his own use are two of his favorite 
leisure-time activities. Mr. Poppell enjoys horticulture 
and has a garden full of beautiful plants and flowers. 


TROY EDGAR MOODY 


Twenty-seven years as Tax Collector of Indian River 
County and still in office is the record of Troy Edgar 
Moody of Vero Beach. Mr. Moody, who comes from 
pioneer Florida stock, is also a citrus grower and cattle- 
man. 

He was born in Alachua, Florida, March 25, 1897, son 
of John Wesley and Emma Cato Moody. His father was 
a trainman with the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and 
a farmer in Alachua, where he died. His mother was a 
native of Alachua and died in Orlando. He graduated 
from Alachua High School and attended the University 
of Florida one year, then entered the United States 
Army in World War I. He served in the Artillery with 
the First Division and took part in five major battles in 
France and Germany. 

When he returned from the Army, Mr. Moody moved 
to Fort Pierce and for four years worked in the Post 
Office; then in an Abstract company. In June, 1925, he 
moved to Vero Beach and managed the East Coast Title 
and Guaranty Company until some time in 1927, when 
he organized the Indian River County Abstract Com- 
pany. He operated this business until September, 1932, 
when he was first elected Tax Collector, and at that time 
sold his business to Judge L. M. Merriman. 

Mr. Moody has owned citrus groves in Indian River 
County since 1935, and has raised a commercial herd of 
cattle since 1948. Starting with leased land, he bought 
his pasture soon afterwards. His ranch is west of the 
St. Johns Marsh. 


Mr. Moody is a member of the Florida Association of 
County Tax Collectors, Indian River County Cattle- 
men’s Association, Florida Citrus Mutual, and Indian 
River Citrus Growers League. An active Democrat, he 
has been repeatedly re-elected to his present office. He 
is a member of the John M. Mixon Post #3918 of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Felix Poppell Post 
#39 of the American Legion; is a past Master of Masonic 
Lodge #250 of Vero Beach and a Noble of Mahi Temple 
Shrine; a past Worthy Patron of Vero Beach Chapter 
of the Order of the Eastern Star; and a member of the 
First Baptist Church of Vero Beach. Hunting and fishing 
are his favorite sports. 

Mrs. Moody was Margaret Louise Poppell, member 
of another pioneer Florida family, daughter of Felix 
Clayton and Isabella Faulkner Poppell and sister of 
Calvin Poppell, Tax Assessor of St. Lucie County. Both 
her parents were born in Taylor County, Florida, and 
died in Fort Pierce; her father in 1941, her mother in 
1945. She herself was born at Titusville October 24, 
1904. Felix Poppell was a pioneer settler on Merritt 
Island, where he came from the West Coast in 1877. He 
was the first elected tax assessor of St. Lucie County 
and served in the Florida State Legislature at the age 
of 72. 


Mrs. Moody is active in the Garden Club and in 
church affairs. She and Mr. Moody were married in 
Fort Pierce June 5, 1923. They had two sons. Troy 
Edgar, Jr., born February 9, 1925, at Fort Pierce, was 
a Lieutenant in the Paratroop Infantry in the Korean 
War and was killed in action August 11, 1950—the first 
from Indian County to be killed in that war. The City 
of Vero Beach named a park for him. The second son, 
Tam Poppell Moody, born October 26, 1932, at Fort 
Pierce, is a deputy tax collector in his father’s office. 
si eC a past president of Indian River County Riding 

ub. 


ALBERT E. BACKUS 


Since “Beanie” Backus was eleven years old, when 
he began painting in oils, people began to notice that 
he had real talent as an artist. His pictures have been 
shown in the Hall of Art in New York City. His pic- 
ture, “Beach at Eden,” which won the top award at the 
Florida Federation of Art Show in 1939, represented 
Florida in the Golden Gate World’s Fair in San Fran- 
cisco that year. Since then he has won five such awards. 

Albert E. Backus, son of George Tay and Josephine 
(Sheridan) Backus and brother of George Sanford 
Backus, whose sketch follows, was born in Fort 
Pierce January 3, 1906, He was educated in the public 
schools of St, Lucie County and attended Parson’s 
School of Fine and Applied Art in New York City. 
Before World War II he had a studio in the Arcade 
Building in Fort Pierce, which he shared with Don 
Blanding. 

On January 1, 1942, he entered the U. S. Navy and 
served with the rank of Quartermaster Second Class 
aboard the U.S.S. Hermitage, (a troop ship which was 
the old Conte Bianco Mano), returning to civilian life 
in November of 1945 after forty-six months service. 
Shortly thereafter he opened his present studio at 
Avenue C on the Indian River, which has a large patio 
gallery. His style is of the representational schoo] and 
he uses the palette knife technique. He has painted 
many beautiful landscapes and seascapes, 

Mr, Backus is a member of the Florida Artist Group, 
the Florida Federation of Art, the Indian River Art 
Association, Vero Beach Art Association, Fort Pierce- 
St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce, and Elks 
Lodge #1520 of Fort Pierce. In politics he is an Inde- 
pendent. 

On April 3, 1950, Albert Backus married Patricia 
Hutchinson, daughter of Earl F. and Ethel (Ruble) 
Hutchinson, who died October 2, 1955, 


GEORGE SANFORD BACKUS 


Operating a sign shop in Fort Pierce since 1927, 
George Sanford Backus is the son of an early resident, 
George Tay Backus, who with his brother-in-law, 
R. L. Goodwin, came to Fort Pierce in 1899 and built 
his home and others in that area. He was a boat builder 
and partner of R. R, Gladwin, founder of Sears and 
Gladwin Boat Yard at Fort Pierce. Later he and a 
brother, R. T. Backus, became partners in operating 
the yard. George T, Backus was one of the early pine- 
apple growers in Florida. Born in Newark, New Jersey, 
November 27, 1868, he died at Fort Pierce September 
4, 1952. His wife, mother of George Sanford Backus, 
who was Josephine Sheridan, was born in New York 
City September 26, 1870 and died at Fort Pierce De- 
cember 4, 1942. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


R. L. Goodwin, who came to Fort Pierce with the 
senior Mr, Backus, was largely responsible for the 
beautification of that city through his activities in the 
Chamber of Commerce, He also planted and maintained 
a botanical garden for the city, located on Florida 
Avenue between 10th and 11th Streets, which is now 
kept up by the city. 

George Sanford Backus was born in Newark, New 
Jersey, November 22, 1896, and came to Fort Pierce 
with his parents at the age of three. He was educated 
in the public schools of Fort Pierce and as soon as he 
finished school went to work on his father’s pineapple 
plantation and at the Backus Boat Yard. In 1927 he 
entered the sign business in partnership with his broth- 
er, A, E. (“Beanie”) Backus, continuing until 1932. 
when A. E, went on his own as a commercial artist. 
In 1946 George Backus consolidated his business with 
that of A. H. Starcher, forming the Starcher and 
Backus Sign Service, which uses the trade name of 
“Star-Back.” They do highway bulletins and commer- 
cial advertising and employ three other persons. 

Mr. Backus is a member of the Florida Outdoor Ad- 
vertising Association, past director of the Fort Pierce 
Chamber of Commerce, a Mason of Fort Pierce Lodge 
#87, and a member of Veterans of World War I Bar- 
racks #499. In World War I he served in the Army 
Signal Corps, 113th Field Signal Battalion, 38th Divi- 
sion, both at home and abroad, with the rank of Supply 
Sergeant. In World War II he was a Suppiy Sergeant 
in Company D of the Florida State Guard at Fort 
Pierce. He enjoys boating and fishing and is a member 
of the Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, in which 
Mrs, Backus also is active in women’s golf and has 
won several awards. He is a member of the First Pres- 
byterian Church and an Independent in politics. 

On June 23, 1946, in Fort Pierce George S. Backus 
married Lenora Thomas, who was born, February 22, 
1906, at Frankfort, Kentucky. Her parents were Mr. 
and Mrs, Daniel H. Thomas. Mrs. Thomas was Alice 
Gaines Scantland. Mr. and Mrs. Backus have an adopt- 
ed son, Marvin Jeffrey, born November 11, 1937, now 
serving in the U. S. Navy at Jacksonville as Airman 
Electrician Second Class. 


ROBERT W. PADRICK 


The Padrick Chevrolet agency in Fort Pierce, which 
has had the Chevrolet franchise since 1931, was estab- 
lished in 1928 as Padrick’s Garage by William Grayson 
Padrick, father of Robert W. A unique feature of Pad- 
rick Chevrolet is that they never close, having been 
open continuously day and night since 1928, The senior 
Mr. Padrick was born in North Carolina and came to 
Florida in 1926, settling first at Jensen in Martin Coun- 
ty, where he was in the garage business until he came 
to Fort Pierce in 1928. He raised cattle and horses in 
St. Lucie County at different times and had a couple 
of show horses that did tricks, Mr, Padrick was very 
active in civic affairs in Fort Pierce, where he died in 
June 1951. His widow, who was Norma Jackson of 
Kinston, North Carolina, is living in Fort Pierce. 

Robert W. Padrick was born in Jensen, Florida, June 
8, 1927. He graduated from St. Lucie County High 
School in 1945 and attended the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill from 1947 through 1951, ma- 
joring in Business Administration, and graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science degree. While in college he was 
pledged to the Pi Kappa Phi fraternity. Between his 
high school and college years Robert spent eighteen 
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months in the United States Army and served in the 
European theatre in the Ordnance Department with 
the rank of Sergeant T/4, 

Robert Padrick sold his first Chevrolet in 1934, when 
he was six years old. After graduating from college he 
returned to work at Padrick Chevrolet, learning de- 
tails of the business, and.had two months at the Post 
Graduate School of Modern Merchandising and Man- 
agement at the Chevrolet Motor Division in Detroit, 
Michigan. In 1954 he assumed his present position of 
secretary-treasurer of Padrick Chevrolet, his brother, 
William G, Padrick, Jr., being president. Padrick Chev- 
rolet has often led in various new car and truck sales 
contests. 


Robert is also secretary of Padrick Properties, which 
is engaged in the cattle business. They have a com- 
mercial herd of crossbred Brahman-Hereford and Red 
Angus cattle on their 7,600-acre ranch near Kenans- 
ville, which was purchased in 1954. 


Active in civic affairs, Mr. Padrick was appointed 
to the Board of Civil Service by the City of Fort 
Pierce in 1957 and reappointed in 1959. He served as 
Campaign Chairman on the St. Lucie County Demo- 
cratic Executive Committee during the 1955-56 cam- 
paign. He is past president of the Fort Pierce Junior 
Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Fort Pierce 
Rotary Club; a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Eugene V. Lish Post #3064 of Fort Pierce; director of 
the St. Lucie chapter of the American Red Cross and 
past Disaster Chairman of the same; and past chairman 
of St. Lucie County Sandy Shoes Festival, He is a 
member of the Fort Pierce Power Squadron, the Peli- 
can Yacht Club, Indian Hills Golf and Country Club 
(of which his father was a charter member), and a 
member of the First Baptist Church of Fort Pierce. 

At Chapel Hill, North Carolina, on December 16, 
1949, he married Virginia Sloan, daughter of William 
Turner and Mae Richmond Sloan, who was born in 
Chapel Hill September 5, 1926. 


JOSEPHT WILLIAM YATES 


Owner of the Yates Funeral Home at Fort Pierce, 
which is one of the most modern in Florida and covers 
six city lots, Joseph William Yates is an outstanding 
figure in his profession and is noted for the dignity 
and sympathetic quality of his service. 

Born in Tampa, Florida, November 7, 1911, he is 
a son of Clayton Joseph and Lillie Cornelia (Sweat) 
Yates, both natives of Georgia. Captain Jonah Yates, 
Mr. Yates’ grandfather, moved with his family from 
Brooks County, Georgia, to the south prong of the 
Alafia River in 1867 or ’68 and was a farmer and 
cattleman in Hillsborough County, His son, Clayton 
Joseph Yates, had a general store in the first brick 
building in Plant City. He was one of the first citrus 
growers and shippers in Florida and had one of the 
first, if not the first, citrus packing plants. Wiped out 
financially in the freeze of 1894-95, he moved to Titus- 
ville, where he had a general store in partnership with 
a Mr. Dickey. In 1897 he moved to Miami and built 
houses there, He was keeper of the House of Refuge, 
where supplies were kept for people who were ship- 
wrecked on Miami Beach. In 1910 he moved back to 
Tampa and did some construction work there, During 
World War I he worked in the shipyard at Jackson- 
ville. He moved back to Titusville in 1918 and in 1920 
moved to Fort Pierce, where he was in the wholesale 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


fish and oyster business for some time and then be- 
came a general contractor and builder. He died in 
1937 at the age of 86. His wife’s father, Thomas Sweat, 
built and operated the first grist mill in southern Flor- 
ida, at Sweat’s Mill Pond near Plant City. Lillie Sweat 
Yates died in Fort Pierce in 1929, aged 54. 

Joseph William Yates was educated in the public 
schools of Hillsborough County through the fourth 
grade, then in St. Lucie County, graduating from Fort 
Pierce High School in 1930, and attended Oglethorpe 
University at Atlanta, Georgia, in 1932-33. Following 
an apprenticeship with Cox Funeral Home of Fort 
Pierce, he and Thomas M, Burns, Jr., formed a part- 
nership and took over the Cox establishment, changing 
its name to Burns and Yates Funeral Home. In 1938 Mr. 
Yates obtained control of the business and gave it its 
present name, The new Yates Funeral Home, built in 
1942, is the successor to the Fee Mortuary that was 
founded in 1887 by the father of William I. and Judge 
Fred Fee. Formerly in partnership with a Mr. Stewart 
in Melbourne, Mr. Fee moved to Fort Pierce in 1887 
and established the Fee Hardware Company and the 
Fee Undertaking Company. 

The present Yates Funeral Home has complete facili- 
ties, including an air conditioned chapel with pipe 
organ, private family room, slumber rooms, and apart- 
ments for employees. A selection of all types of caskets 
is provided. Modern rolling stock includes two hearses, 
three radio-dispatched ambulances equipped with oxy- 
gen, and comfortable invalid coaches available at all 
hours for the safe removal of the sick or injured. An 
inhalator, resuscitator, and. portable iron lung are also 
available. Through membership in the National Funeral 
Directors Association, Yates Funeral Home is able to 
take care of all details of a funeral, including shipment 
to any distant city, even in your absence from home. 
A telephone call will make their services available. 
Mr, Yates also maintains a funeral chapel at Jensen 
Beach and one at Okeechobee. For a time he was presi- 
dent of the McCormick Funeral Home at Columbia, 
South Carolina, but sold out his interest there. 

In 1948 he bought citrus groves in St. Lucie County 
and owns 100 acres. 

Mr. Yates is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
Fort Pierce Chamber of Commerce, and the Kiwanis 
Club of Fort Pierce. Well known in civic and welfare 
work, he is a former chairman of the Fort Pierce chap- 
ter of the American Red Cross, and for a number of 
years was chairman of camping activities for St. Lucie 
District, Boy Scouts of America. A former member of 
the Order of DeMolay, he was awarded its Legion of 
Honor and served on the St. Lucie County Advisory 
Committee and the Florida State Advisory Committee 
of that order. He is a member of Fort Pierce Lodge 
#87, F. and A, M.; Joppa Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; 
St. Lucie Commandery, Knights Templar; Mahi Tem- 
ple, A.A.O.N. of the Mystic Shrine; Lake Worth Con- 
sistory of the Scottish Rite; and Ruth Chapter #7, 
Order of the Eastern Star. His social and sporting clubs 
are the Indian Hills Golf and Country Club and the 
Pelican Yacht Club, and. he is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, in which he serves on the Board 
of Deacons. In politics he is a Democrat. 

Joseph William Yates was first married at Waycross, 
Georgia, on September 30, 1936, to Hattie Mae Smith, 
who was born in Savannah, Georgia, July 19, 1914, 
and died at Fort Pierce April 4, 1954. Two children 
were born of this marriage: 


1. Sara Lillian Yates, born November 24, 1940, now 
a student at Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Virginia, 

2. Joseph William Yates, born September 27, 1944, 
a student at Dan McCarty High School, Fort Pierce. 

On December 27, 1955, at Parkersburg, West Vir- 
ginia, Mr. Yates married Betty N. Foggin, who was 
born March 31, 1923, at Parkersburg. A son, Ernest 
Clayton Yates, was born to Mr. and Mrs. Yates at 
Fort Pierce on January 10, 1957. 


GRANT MITCHELL SWEET 


A developer and builder in Fort Pierce since the 
fall of 1957, Grant Mitchell Sweet has been in the real 
estate business there since 1955. He was previously in 
the bakery supply business. Though still a very young 
man, he has assumed a leading role in the civic affairs 
of Fort Pierce. 

Son of Robert Samuel and Frances Loretta (Frankel) 
Sweet, he was born in New York City August 4, 1930. 
His father was born in Russia in 1903, his mother in 
Philadelphia; and they are living at Great Neck, Long 
Island, New York, where his father is president of 
Extrin Foods, Ine. 

Grant attended public school in Manhattan, grad- 
uated from Great Neck High School in 1947, and at- 
tended Syracuse University in 1947-48 and Adelphi 
College, Garden City, New York, in 1949. With a view 
to continuing his father’s business, he attended and 
graduated from the American Institute of Baking in 
Chicago in 1949, and was with Extrin Foods, Inc, until 
he entered the army. 

After serving on inactive duty in the Army Trans- 
portation Corps, he went on active duty in October 
1952 and served in Korea with the 536th Engineer Field 
Maintenance Company. Released from the Army with 
the rank of sergeant in August 1954, he came to Vero 
Beach, Florida, and was in the mail order bakery 
supply business there with Crown Flavors, Inc. In 1955 
he moved to Fort Pierce and entered the real estate 
business with Peter Bluesten. He took up residential 
construction in the fall of 1957, He is currently de- 
veloping Sweet Homes, an eight-acre tract with mostly 
custom-built homes, and has recently acquired the 
subdivision known as New Maravilla Estates, in Fort 
Pierce. 

Mr. Sweet is a member of the board of directors of 
Fort Pierce Contractors Association, a past member of 
the board of directors of Fort Pierce-St. Lucie Cham- 
ber of Commerce, president of its Committee of 100, 
and a member of the United States Junior Chamber 
of Commerce; a member of the Fort Pierce Civitan 
Club, Elks Lodge #1520, American Legion Post #40, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Eugene V, Lish Post #3064. 
Of the Jewish faith, he is a member of Temple Beth 
El at Fort Pierce and is past secretary of B’nai Brrith. 
He enjoys hunting, fishing, sailing (his first love), and 
flying, and has a private pilot’s license. 

Grant Mitchell Sweet was married at Great Neck, 
Long Island, New York, on June 19, 1955, to Sondra 
Hermine Goldstein, daughter of Irving and Hortense 
Goldstein, who was born in New York February 9, 
1936. They have two children, born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Scott Andrew Sweet, born May 25, 1956. 

2. Douglas Alan Sweet, born May 8, 1959. 
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WILLIAM IRWIN FEE 


A son and grandson of early settlers of the East Coast 
of Florida, William Irwin Fee grew up in the pioneer- 
ing days of the Indian River region and set himself to 
the task of recording the history of that area. 

His grandfather, William M. Fee, M.D., who came to 
Melbourne, Florida, from Warren, Ohio, in 1883, lived 
next door to the parents of William McKinley in Ohio 
and, being the family physician, delivered all the Mc- 
Kinley children, including William, the future presi- 
dent of the United States, The doctor’s son and William 
Irwin’s father, who dug oil wells in Pennsylvania, was 
Frank Henry Fee, born in Niles, Ohio, March 9, 1850. 
He ran an undertaking establishment in Melbourne 
and later in Fort Pierce, where he also established the 
Fee Hardware Company and was president of the Fort 
Pierce Bank. He retired from the bank in 1924, and died 
in Fort Pierce January 27, 1930. His wife, whom he 
married in New Castle, Pennsylvania, July 23, 1872, 
was Margaret Jane Irwin of Wampum,. Pennsylvania, 
who was born January 30, 1849, and died in Fort Pierce 
January 10, 1922. 


William Irwin Fee was born at Galloway Hill, Penn- 
sylvania, April 14, 1873. He received his early school- 
ing in Salina, Kansas, and was self-taught. At the age 
of twenty he became a telegraph operator for the gov- 
ernment at Melbourne and sent the daily weather 
reports to Jacksonville. The first message he received 
was that Benjamin Harrison had been elected presi- 
dent of the United States, A few years later he was 
bookkeeper at the Bank of Melbourne and moved with 
the bank to Fort Pierce in November, 1902, continuing 
as bookkeeper at the Fort Pierce bank for a few more 
years. He then entered the hardware and undertaking 
business which his father had established and op- 
erated these until he retired in 1944. He, died at Or- 
lando November 11, 1958. 


Mr. Fee served as City Commissioner of Fort Pierce 
in 1925-27 and in the late thirties became the first 
chairman of the St. Lucie County Sanitary District. 
His brother, Fred, a local attorney, has served in the 
Florida legislature: William was a charter member of 
the Fort Pierce Rotary Club, a Mason of Fort Pierce 
Lodge, of which his father also was a member, and a 
member of the First Methodist Church of Fort Pierce, 
which he served as steward. He founded the Old Timers 
Association, originally composed of members who 
came to the Indian River section before the Florida 
East Coast Railroad was built; now eligible to their 
descendants. As a hobby of absorbing interest, he 
carried on extensive research into the history of the 
Indian River region up to about 1900, gathering his 
data mostly in personal visits to old timers and from 
the files of the old Titusville Star, the first newspaper 
of that area. His son, David, is planning to complete 
and publish a book about the personal experiences of 
pioneers of the Indian River section. 

William Irwin Fee was married at New Ross, In- 
diana, September 6, 1911, to Bessie L, Mitcheltree, 
daughter of David Thomas and Mrs. Mitcheltree (nee 
Britz), who was born at New Ross, Indiana in 1895, 
and died in Fort Pierce February 22, 1920, Their son, 
David Mitcheltree Fee, was born at Fort Pierce De- 
cember 16, 1913. On March 1, 1938, at Fort Lauderdale 
he married Mary Jane Lochrie, a native of Windber, 
Pennsylvania, where she was born June 25, 1918, They 
have four children: 


1. David M., Jr., born August 19, 1939. 

2. Letha Jane Fee Fowler, born June 7, 1941. 
3. Bonnie Kathleen Fee, born June 20, 1944. 
4. Sue Anne Fee, born October 10, 1948. 


HENRY MITCHELL JERNIGAN 


Starting his career as“a banker on Florida’s East 
Coast, Henry Mitchell Jernigan continued in that line 
of business for a good many years and is now active 
president of the newly organized Commercial Bank 
at Fort Pierce. He has had several years experience 
in the insurance and real estate business. Since 1947 
he had built up an extensive real estate business in 
Fort Pierce. 

Mr. Jernigan was born in Fruitland, Tennessee, 
July 29, 1898, son of A. L. and Nancy (Mitchell) 
Jernigan, both natives of Hardeman County, Tennes- 
see. His father was a teacher and missionary in Ten- 
nessee until his retirement in 1924, when he came to 
Orange City, Florida. Henry attended public schools 
in his home state and Union University at Jackson, 
Tennessee. After the family moved to Florida he at- 
tended Stetson University at DeLand. 

His first position was with the Fidelity Bank at New 
Smyrna. He was also connected with several other 
banks on the East Coast and in 1925 became presi- 
dent of the Melbourne State Bank at Melbourne. 

While at Eau Gallie in 1922, Henry saw the great 
need for lower freight rates to the middle East Coast 
and as a result organized the East Coast Water Traf- 
fic League, He persuaded 600 people to make dona- 
tions toward a fund for economic study. The Inland 
Water Ways from Jacksonville to Miami came about 
as a result of this early activity through the coopera- 
tion of the East Coast Chamber of Commerce. 

In 1945 Mr. Jernigan helped to organize the Florida 
Bank at Fort Pierce and served as executive vice- 
president of that bank for two years. It was during 
this time that he became a real estate broker, and in 
1947 he resigned from his bank position to give full 
attention to his real estate business and to long-term 
loans. 

In whatever municipality he has lived, Mr. Jerni- 
gan has always taken his place with the progressive 
citizens and has done his full share in advancing the 
best interests of the community. He was a member 
of the City Commission of Melbourne for five years 
and mayor of that city for one year. Since 1950 he 
has served three years on the Florida Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, appointed by Governor Mc- 
Carty. He has just completed three years on the 
Florida Real Estate Commission, to which he was ap- 
pointed by Governor Collins, and for the last year 
(1958-59) was Chairman of that Commission. For the 
past five years he has been serving as a member of 
the City of Fort Pierce Planning and Zoning Board. 
He is a past director of the Fort Pierce Chamber of 
Commerce and past president of Fort Pierce Kiwanis 
Club (1953). 

A member and former president of the Fort Pierce 
Board of Realtors, he was regional vice-president of 
the Fifth District, Florida Association of Realtors, and 
has been director of the National Association of Real 
Estate Boards and a member of its Economic Commit- 
tee. He is also a director of the new Commercial Bank 
at Fort Pierce. 

Mr, Jernigan is a member of the Elks Lodge, the 
Masons of the York Rite and Mystic Shrine, the 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


American Legion (having been in the Infantry in 
World War I), and is a member of Indian Hills Coun- 
try Club and the First Baptist Church of Fort Pierce. 
He enjoys fishing and hunting. 

On May 7, 1932, Henry Jernigan married Ethelyn 
Atanasoff, daughter of John and Iva Atanasoff, who 
came from New York state and settled in Polk 
County, Florida. Mrs. Jernigan is actively engaged 
in her own real estate business, She is an active mem- 
ber of Soroptimist International of Fort Pierce and 
the Fort Pierce Garden Club, a member of the Wom- 
an’s Club of Fort Pierce and the First Baptist Church 
of Fort Pierce. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jernigan have two sons: M. Virgil, 
born July 16, 1933, and Robert Mitchell, born Novem- 


JUDGE WALLACE SAMPLE 


A native son and civic leader of Fort Pierce, Judge 
Wallace Sample has practiced law in that city since 
1937. On November 2, 1959, he was appointed by Gov- 
ernor Collins as Circuit Judge of Division C, Ninth 
Judicial Circuit of Florida. He had previously served 
as Municipal Judge of Fort Pierce. 

Judge Sample is a son of Adrian Montrose Sample, 
an early settler of Florida’s East Coast, who was born 
near Charlotte, North Carolina, September 4, 1869, 
and died at Fort Pierce December 31, 1933; and of 
Margaret Ann (Moore) Sample, also born near Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, on April 30, 1876, who died at 
Fort Pierce May 21, 1921. His father came to Florida 
in 1893 and settled first at Eau Gallie, where he built 
an ice plant and was in the fish business. He owned 
and operated the Indian River and Lake Worth Fish 
Company, which about 1915 became the Sample Fish 
Company, and had fish houses at Eau Gallie, Fort 
Pierce, Salerno and West Palm Beach. D. H, Sample, 
a brother of Adrian M., came down to Eau Gallie at a 
later date and took over the fish and ice business there. 
At Fort Pierce the Judge’s father was also a pineapple 
and citrus grower. Very much interested in education, 
he served as a member of the School Board and for 
two or three years was Superintendent of Public In- 
struction of St. Lucie County. 

Wallace Sample was born at Fort Pierce May 30, 
1912, He attended the St. Lucie County public schools, 
graduating from high school in 1930, and continued 
his education at the University of Florida, where he 
was editor of the “Seminole,” the annual of the Uni- 
versity, in 1935. He graduated from the College of Law 
in 1937 with an LL.B, degree and began the practice 
of law in Fort Pierce June 7, 1937. For two years he 
was associated with Alto Adams, Sr., now a retired 
Justice of the Florida State Supreme Court. In recent 
years he has been associated with Frank Fee and Otis 
R, Parker, Jr. 

Judge Sample is a member of the Florida Bar and 
the St. Lucie County Bar Association, of which he is 
a past president. He is past president of the Fort 
Pierce Kiwanis Club, past president of the Fort Pierce 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, and former director of 
the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of Com- 
merce. In 1944-45 he was Judge of the Fort Pierce 
Municipal Court. Between March and December of 
1945, following twenty-one weeks of basic training in 
the Infantry at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he served 
in the Judge Advocate’s Office at Fort Ord, California. 
He was City Attorney of Fort Pierce 1946 to 1951 and 
Mayor of Fort Pierce in 1953-54. He is a member of 


the First Presbyterian Church of Fort Pierce, in which 
his father was an elder for many years. Both his par- 
ents were very active as founders of this church. The 
Judge’s hobby, which he finds little time for in recent 
years, is fishing, especially fresh water fishing. He is 
a member of the Pelican Yacht Club. 

At Fort Pierce on May 31, 1941, Wallace Sample 
married Helen Young, daughter of John and Christine 
Jensen Young of Homer, New York, who was born 
October 22, 1914, at Glyndon, Minnesota, They have 
three children, all born in Fort Pierce: 

1. John Adrian Sample, born May 3, 1942. 

2. Christine Ann, born May 6, 1944. 

3. Linda Ruth, born April 6, 1953, 


CHARLES BLANNING SCOTT 


A pioneer settler, farmer, citrus grower and cattle- 
man, Charles Blanning Scott shipped the first com- 
pletely refrigerated car of beans from the lower East 
Coast of Florida, and with his brother and nephew de- 
veloped the first large farms west of the dike lines in 
St. Lucie County. 

He was born March 9, 1880, in Lake City, South Caro- 
lina, where both his parents also were born; his father, 
Charles Thomas Scott, on October 13, 1846; his mother, 
Mary Graham Scott, in 1849. She died October 20, 1907, 
at Micanopy, Florida. The father, who fought with Gen- 
eral Lee in the Confederate Army, farmed in South 
Carolina and Florida, where he brought his family in 
1891. He died at Ocala April 30, 1925. 


Charles Blanning Scott was a boy of eleven years 
when he came to Island Grove, Alachua County, 
Florida, with his parents in 1891. He had begun school 
in South Carolina and continued his education at Island 
Grove and at Micanopy. After the citrus groves of North 
Central Florida had been destroyed in the freeze of 
1894-95, he began to look around for other opportuni- 
ties. Henry Flagler had offered free land rent to young 
farmers as an inducement to develop South Florida. 
Taking advantage of that offer, young Scott moved to 
Deerfield Beach in 1899 and began farming there, car- 
rying his tools on his shoulders as he walked to the 
fields. As time passed the farmers began to use mules 
and more equipment until, by 1910, Charles Scott had 
100 acres in beans and was the first to ship a fully re- 
frigerated carload from that part of Florida. 

He moved to Vero Beach in 1923, and while farming 
west of the city became interested in the rich prairie 
land west of the drainage district of St. Lucie County. 
It was too big a job for one farmer to develop, so he 
called in his brother, the late W. A. Scott, and his 
nephew, Leslie W. Scott of Boynton Beach, who came 
up and looked the situation over. The three of them 
bought a large tract of land and began clearing, diking 
and making roads. They developed the first large farms 
in that area. 

Mr. Scott also had citrus groves and cattle. Years 
later his son-in-law, W. R. Goodwin, joined him in 
business and took over when he retired in 1943. After 
his retirement he was so fond of growing things that he 
spent his time among his flowers. His yard was a place 
of beauty. 

Mr. Scott is a member of the Methodist Church but 
has been inactive for some years, due to ill health. 

On November 11, 1908, at Johnson, Putnam County, 
Florida, in the Presbyterian Church founded by her 
father and mother, Elizabeth Johnson and Charles Blan- 
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ning Scott were married. Daughter of Daniel Webster 
and Ida Vause Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson was born 
at Johnson, Florida, December 30, 1885. She attended 
the East Florida Seminary in Gainesville, which merged 
into the University of Florida by the passing of the 
Buckman Bill in 1904 or ’05. 

Her father, Daniel Webster Johnson, for whom the 
Johnson post office was named after he gave the land 
for the railroad to come through that section of Putnam 
County, was born at Fayetteville, North Carolina, Au- 
gust 19, 1846. Before coming to Florida he had served 
in the Confederate Army in the Civil War. He was the 
first postmaster and first merchant in Johnson, as well 
as the founder of the First Presbyterian Church there. 
He died at Johnson on September 11, 1931. Mrs. Scott’s 
mother, Ida Vause Johnson, was born in South Carolina 
October 9, 1855, and came to Florida by boat with her 
parents when one year old. She died at Johnson June 
19, 1938. 


Mr. and Mrs. Scott have a daughter, Charlene Blan- 
ning Scott, now Mrs. W. R. Goodwin, who is a graduate 
of Stetson University. She has two children, Barbara 
Elizabeth and Charles Winston Goodwin. Barbara grad- 
uated from Emory University, Atlanta, and married 
Rev. J. W. Howell, also a graduate of Emory Uni- 
versity. Charles attended Gordon Military School at 
Barnesville, Georgia. 

Up to the time of her husband’s illness, Mrs. Scott was 
active in the First Presbyterian Church at Fort Pierce. 
In November, 1958, she and Mr. Scott celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary. During the fifty years of 
their married life, while Mr. Scott was engaged in 
farming, citrus production and cattle raising, Mrs. Scott 
assisted her husband in all his business adventures. 
Together they saw Florida develop from what was al- 
most frontier land to what is now considered the most 


promising area of economic and financial growth in the 
United States. 5 


LESLIE WILLIAM SCOTT 


A network of vast agricultural enterprises, extend- 
ing throughout Florida, into two other states and the 
Caribbean islands, and two Bahamian Islands, is 
largely the accomplishment of Leslie William Scott 
of Fort Pierce, whose activities have had much to do 
with that city’s strength as an agricultural center. 
Scott-Mattson Farms, Inc., of which he is Chairman 
of the Board and Director, is the first truck farming 
venture that has ever been approved by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission on the stock market. Mr. 
Scott is one of the founders and chairman of the board 
of the new and ultra-modern Commercial Bank of 
Fort Pierce, which opened its doors on October 30, 1959. 


Born at Orange Lake, Alachua County, Florida, on 
August 22, 1910, he is the son of William Allen and 
Ada Johnson Scott, His mother, born at Johnson in 
Putnam County, Florida, March 4, 1878, is living in 
Fort Pierce. William Allen Scott was born in Florence, 
South Carolina, December 21, 1874, and died at Fort 
Pierce in 1953. At the age of ten years he came to 
Florida with his father, who farmed at Micanopy, 
Deerfield, Boca Raton and Pompano. As he grew up, 
William Allen continued in his father’s work of farm- 
ing in these places, He moved to Fort Pierce in 1936 
and carried on farming and cattle raising operations 
in that locality. 

Leslie William Scott was educated in the public 


schools of Deerfield, Pompano and Fort Lauderdale, 
graduating from Pompano High School in 1933, and at- 
tended a business school in Miami. During the de- 
pression years and afterwards he worked with his 
father in farming and farm management. They raised 
truck crops at Boynton, Fort Pierce, and in many other 
locations, their operation being quite large. They were 
among the first in the stafe to put in large dikes and 
pumping stations (a Scott family pioneering project for 
this area of the United States) making it possible to use 
land that was not normally arable. 

Scott-Mattson Farms, Inc. is a huge vegetable farm- 
ing operation carried on in many areas of South Florida 
between the northern boundary of Melbourne and the 
southern boundary of Pompano Beach, extending more 
than half way across the state. The Company also has 


farms in Georgia, South Carolina, Cuba and the Ba- 
hamas. 


Prior to 1950, Leslie W. Scott and Rudolph Mattson 
separately had been engaged for some years in farming 
and in the operation of cattle ranches in Florida. In 
July 1950 they formed S & M Farms, a vegetable farm- 
ing partnership in the Fort Pierce and Melbourne areas, 
and about the same time organized Scott and Mattson 
to deal in Cuban grown cucumbers. Wishing to de- 
crease the cost of marketing as the volume of their 
crops increased, they set up their own packing and 
processing plants. With Meyer and Morris Heller, they 
organized the Indian River Tomato Packers at Fort 
Pierce in 1951, and with F. K. Walker in 1954 formed 
the Pompano Packing Company at Pompano Beach. 
Numerous subsidiary corporations were formed as the 
business expanded. Finally, in September 1959, Scott- 
Mattson Farms, Inc. was organized and took over the 
business and assets of the four above-named partner- 
ships and all the capital stock of the subsidiaries. 


Approximately 5,000 acres of leased land are farmed 
in Florida each year; about half of this on a year-to- 
year basis, the other half on term leases. At the present 
time (January 1960) the Company holds under term 
leases in the South Florida area 131,500 acres, of which 
approximately 125,000 acres are undeveloped land, It 
owns 11,560 acres of virgin farm land in Hendry Coun- 
ty, in an area known as Devils Garden, which is being 
held in reserve for future operations. Because land used 
by the Company is ditched, diked, cleared and returned 
to the owners after harvesting in improved condition, 
owners of farm lands are generally willing to lease to 
the Comvany. There are several cooperative plans 
under which the farming is carried on with the grower- 
managers. 


The principal crop raised in Florida is tomatoes; in 
Cuba, cucumbers, raised on approximately 500 acres. 
On two islands in the Bahamas, involving about 650 
acres, the Company farms tomatoes, cucumbers and is 
growing an experimental crop of tobacco, On 100 acres 
in Georgia a tobacco crop is being raised, as well as 
tomatoes and peppers. Tomatoes, except the Bahamian 
crop, are processed at the Indian River plant in Fort 
Pierce; other vegetables and the Bahamian tomatoes, 
at the Pompano Beach plant. From 80% to 85% of the 
sales are made to independent wholesale distributors 
and re-packers; the other 15% or 20% goes to the major 
retail chain stores, 

The Company employs approximately 85 persons ona 
permanent basis, During the cultivation and harvesting 
periods additional employees are engaged, ranging from 
400 at the start of the season to a peak of 1800 at the 
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height. Dormitories are provided for transient em- 
ployees. 

Like his father, Leslie Scott also raises cattle, a com- 
mercial herd of mixed Brahman and Whiteface Here- 
fords, on an 11,300 acre tract of land in St. Lucie Coun- 
ty. The business is known as Scott’s Ranch, Inc. This 
land, too, is leased to Scott-Mattson Farms, Inc. for 
farming operations. 

Mr. Scott is a member of the Florida Fruit and Vege- 
table Association, the Florida Cattlemen’s Association, 
and St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s Association. He is a 
32nd degree Mason, member of Fort Pierce Lodge #87, 
Lake Worth Consistory, Mahi Temple Shrine of Miami, 
and the Fort Pierce Shrine Club; also a member of Elks 
Lodge #1520, the Pelican Yacht Club, Fort Pierce Golf 
and Country Club, the First Methodist Church of Fort 
Pierce and its Finance Committee. 

At Stuart, Florida, on December 2, 1934, Leslie Wil- 
liam Scott married Mary Frierson, daughter of Thomas 
E. and Eva Frasier Frierson, who was born at Boyn- 
ton, Florida, September 14, 1914. Her father came to 
Florida in 1903 or ’04 from Kingstree, South Carolina, 
He was a farmer and worked on the dredging of the 
Caloosahatchee River; then went to LaBelle to work, 
and there he met Miss Frasier. They were married in 
1910 and moved to Boynton. 

Mrs. Scott is a member of the Pelican Yacht Club, the 
Eastern Star and the P.E.O. Sisterhood, the Ladies 
Shrine Club, and is active in church work. 

William Frierson Scott, son of Leslie and Mary 
(Frierson) Scott, was born at Boynton September 19, 
1935. He married Beverly Koehler and they live at Fort 
Pierce Farms, Their children are: 1) Leslie Bruce Scott, 
born May 16, 1957, 2) William Frierson Scott, Jr., born 
August 12, 1958, 3) Terri Lynne Scott, born February 
4, 1960. 

A daughter, Donna Scott, was born August 19, 1948, 
and died July 13, 1954. , 

Wayne Allen Scott was born April 4, 1956, at Fort 
Pierce, and Kenneth Thomas Scott on November ale 
1956, at Mount Dora. 


RUPERT JASEN SMITH 


Now serving his second term in the State Legislature 
as Representative of St. Lucie County, Rupert Jasen 
Smith is one of the younger civic leaders of Fort 
Pierce, where he has practiced law since his second 
release from the Navy in 1953. He and his parents are 
native Floridians and his grandparents are among the 
pioneer settlers of Florida. Lake Hart near Conway, 
just south of Orlando, is probably named for the family 
of Elizabeth Hart, his paternal grandmother, who with 
her parents came to Conway from South Carolina just 
after the Civil War. 

His father, Charles Lawrence Smith, was born at 
White City, then in Brevard County, on October 12, 
1895. The family moved to Vero Beach in 1900 and Mr. 
Smith is past master of the Masonic Lodge there. 
Rupert’s mother, who was Alice Marie Boyd, was born 
in Eustis, Florida, March 12, 1900. Mr. and Mrs, C. L. 
Smith now live in Fort Pierce, where Mr. Smith is a 
partner and vice-president of the firm of Freshwater 
Smith Machine Company, which was organized in 1945. 
The Smiths have two other sons—Lawrence B. Smith 

_of Vero Beach and Ronald H. Smith of Orlando, Florida. 
Rupert J, Smith graduated from Vero Beach High 
School in 1942 and the following November 13th en- 





tered the United States Navy, Starting as a cadet at the 

Naval Air Station in Atlanta, Georgia, he graduated 
as Assistant Operations Officer with a commission as 
Ensign and served overseas in the Pacific theatre for 
two years; released in July 1946. During the school term 
of 1946-47 he attended the American University at 
Washington, D.C., and for the next three years attended 
the University of Floriday where he received his A.B. 
degree in 1949 and his LL.B, in 1950. 

In September of 1950 he opened a law office in Fort 
Lauderdale, but was there only six weeks when he 
was called back to the Navy during the Korean war. Re- 
entering in December, 1950, with the rank of Lieutenant 
Senior Grade, he served two years as Air Intelligence 
Officer with Patrol Squadron 40 in Japan and with 
Fleet Air Wing 14 at Coronado, California, until re- 
leased in 1953, He resigned his commission on May 7, 
1959, 

On returning to civilian life once more, Mr. Smith 
came to Fort Pierce and resumed the practice of law 
with the firm of McCarty and Brown for a year. On 
March 1, 1954, he opened his own office in the Rauler- 
son Building, Fort Pierce, his present location. 

- He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar and the St. Lucie County Bar Association, 
which he served as secretary in 1956; also the National 
Association of Claimants Compensation Attorneys. He 
was chosen to represent St. Lucie County in the Florida 
Legislature in the election of 1956 and again in 1958. 

At the University of Florida Mr. Smith joined the 
Delta Theta Phi legal fraternity. He is a member of 
Fort Pierce Post of the American Legion and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Elks Lodge #1520, the 
Civitan Club (of which he is a charter member), the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Junior Chamber, the 
First Presbyterian Church, and Indian Hills Country 
Club. He has also been active in the St. Lucie County 
Historical Society and was treasurer in 1955. 

In Washington, D.C., on August 30, 1947, Rupert Jasen 
Smith married Peggy Jane Hamilton, daughter of Lloyd 
Alexander Hamilton, M.D., and Marguerite Jane 
(Peterman) Hamilton. Peggy Jane was born May 13, 
1925, at Trenton, New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. R, J, Smith 
have two sons: 

1. Rupert Jasen Smith, born February 24, 1951, at 
Trenton, N.J. 

2. Mark Hamilton Smith, born November 26, 1952, at 
Coronado, Calif. 


RUDCLPH MATTSON 


Now President of Scott-Mattson Farms, Inc., a very 
large farming operation extending over South Florida 
and into Cuba and the Bahama Islands, Rudolph Matt- 
son has been a farmer all his life, starting in with his 
father when he was six or seven years old. 

He was born in Miami, June 24, 1910, son of Richard 
Mattson, born May 28, 1878, and Saima (Heinonen) 
Mattson, born February 6, 1890, both natives of Abo, 
Finland, who came to the United States in the early 
1900’s and settled at Larkins, now known as South 
Miami. His father had been a seaman. Here he became 
a farmer and worked with a Mr. R. W. Brown on a 
partnership basis, raising mainly tomatoes. 

Rudolph attended the public school in Larkins and 
helped his father on the farm, He continued to farm 
with his father, who planted about 100 acres of farm 
land in South Dade County, which he leased. When the 
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father died in 1938, Rudolph worked with his father- 
in-law, W. F. A. Robertson, on his farms, which were 
also leased lands in South Dade County, until 1941, at 
which time he came to Fort Pierce and took over the 
management of farm land which he and Mr. Robertson 
jointly owned. Two years later they bought more land 
and began to raise beef cattle. : 

Meanwhile, in July 1950 Mr. Mattson entered a part- 
nership with Leslie Scott for farming vegetables in the 
Fort Pierce-Melbourne area, and about the same time 
Scott and Mattson, a Cuban farming operation, was 
formed. Mr. Mattson was also a partner with Mr. Scott 
and others in forming the Indian River Tomato Packers 
at Fort Pierce in 1951 and Pompano Packing Company 
at Pompano Beach in 1954. In September 1959 these 
four firms were merged into one large organization 
under the name of Scott-Mattson Farms, Inc. Mr. Matt- 
son has taken over the “off shores” operations of the 
firm. The principal crop raised in Cuba has been cu- 
cumbers; in the Bahamas, tomatoes and cucumbers, and 
an experimental crop of tobacco is being raised there. 
The company also has a 100-acre farm in Georgia, 
where the principal crop is tobacco. 

Mr. Mattson is past president of the Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable Association and is now a director and serv- 
ing on the Executive Board of that Association. He is a 
member of Elks Lodge #1520 of Fort Pierce, Odd Fel- 
lows Lodge #29 of Homestead, Masonic Lodge #87 of 
Fort Pierce, Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami, Fort Pierce 
Country Club, the Pelican Yacht Club, and the First 
Methodist Church of Fort Pierce. 

He was married in Miami June 27, 1936, to Marion 
Eileen Robertson, daughter of William Frederick Ar- 
thur and Elizabeth Schiller Robertson. Her father was 
born in Trenton, Canada, September 9, 1876; her mother 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, October 20, 1886. Marion 
was born in Toronto, Canada, October 30, 1911. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mattson have three children: 

1. Sonja Eileen, born September 14, 1950, at Kendall, 
Florida. 

2. Richard William, born March 7, 1953, at Home- 
stead, Florida. 

3. Robert Charles, born May 7, 1959, at Fort Pierce, 
Florida. 


ELLISON EWELL MENGE 


Now owner of Smith’s Floral and Gift Shoppe in Fort 
Pierce, a business he took over from his wife’s family, 
Ellison Ewell Menge is a college-trained electrical 
engineer and a retired Major in the United States Army 
Reserve. He is one of the civic leaders of Fort Pierce. 

Both Mr. Menge and his father, Ernest Eugene Menge, 
were born at St. Andrews in Bay County, Florida; the 
younger man on February 13, 1917, his father on Oc- 
tober 20, 1889. His mother, Eddie Mae (Hammack) 
Menge, was born at Blakely, Georgia, February 6, 1897. 
Both parents are living in Jacksonville, where they 
have been since 1927, having previously been residents 
of Fort Pierce. The senior Mr, Menge was in the rail- 
Way mail service. 

Ellison E. Menge began his education in the public 
schools of Fort Pierce, graduated from Andrew Jack- 
son High School in Jacksonville in 1934, and from the 
University of Florida in 1938 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Electrical Engineering, He was employed by 
the Miller Electric Company of Jacksonville as an 
engineer until 1941. 

Having been in the R.O.T.C. in college, Mr. Menge 


was commissioned a First Lieutenant in the United 
States Army Reserve in 1938. In 1941 he was called into 
active duty and served at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, 
as Company Commander in the replacement training 
center of Company E, Third Signal Training Battalion. 
In 1943 he was sent to Command and General Staff 
School at Fort Leavenwoyth, Kansas; then sent to Eng- 
land and appointed Assistant Signal Officer of the Fifth 
Corps. He was in the D-day Invasion of France and 
served through five major campaigns. Just before the 
war’s end he was transferred to SHAEF and was in the 
Plans and Operations section of the Signal Division, He 
was awarded the bronze star and bronze arrowhead 
and returned to the United States in December of 1945 
with the rank of Major in the Signal Corps Reserve. 
Recalled to active duty in 1951, he served as Battalion 
Commander of the 39th Signal Support Battalion, which 
he organized, trained and took overseas to Occupied 
Germany, In 1952 he returned again to the United 
States and to inactive status, and is now on retired 
status with the rank of Major. 

On his return from the service in 1945, Mr. Menge 
entered the florist business with his wife and her fam- 
ily. In 1914 George William Smith, Mrs. Menge’s father, 
came to Fort Pierce and was a one-man telephone com- 
pany, familiarly known as “Telephone Smith.” The first 
office of the Brevard County Telephone Company, as 
Mr. Smith’s business was officially known, was in the 
Fee Building, corner of Second Street and Avenue A. 
About 1925 he sold out to the Southern Bell Telephone 
Company, with whom he continued until his retirement 
in 1952. Mr. Smith has also been a grower of citrus and 
horticultural products, 

Meanwhile Mrs. Smith, who had been running a 
florist business in her home for a good many years, in 
1934 opened Fort Pierce’s first florist shop in the Arcade 
Building. It was the only floral business in Fort Pierce 
until 1946. The shop was enlarged through the years 
until, in 1952, the property at 725 Orange Avenue was 
bought and the present shop built. Mrs. Smith is still 
active in the business and in florists’ organizations. For 
three years up to 1946 she was chairman of the Florist 
Telegraph Delivery Association, a national organization. 

Mr. Menge is a member of the Florida State Florists 
Association, of which his wife has been vice-chairman 
for two years and chairman for one year; and a charter 
member of the Allied Florists Association of St, Lucie, 
Martin and Indian River counties, and has served as 
president of that organization since its inauguration 
two years ago. Mrs. Menge and her mother, Mrs, Smith, 
are also charter members of this Association. 

Interested in civic advancement and in all that per- 
tains to the welfare of his community, Mr. Menge is a 
member of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber 
of Commerce and past chairman of the Merchants’ Di- 
vision. He served four years, 1954-58, on the St. Lucie 
County School Board of Trustees and was chairman 
for the last two years. In 1957 he was General Chair- 
man of the annual Funds Drive of the St. Lucie County 
Chapter of the American Red Cross. He is a member of 
Elks Lodge #1520 and of the First Methodist Church of 
Fort Pierce and its Finance Committee. 

At Fernandina, Florida, on August 8, 1938, Ellison 
Ewell Menge married Sara Lou Smith, who was born in 
Fort Pierce on November 24, 1918. Her father, George 
William Smith, was born in Kentucky; her mother, 
Belle Morgan Smith, in Sweetwater, Tennessee. As 
indicated by the foregoing account, they are both living 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


and active in the community life of Fort Pierce. Both 
were charter members of the Indian Hills Country Club 
and Mrs. Smith is a member of the Fort Pierce 
Woman's Club. 

The Menges have two sons: 

1, Ellison Ewell, born April 5, 1939, at Jacksonville, 
now (1959) a Junior at the University of Florida Schoo] 
of Engineering. Upon graduation from high school 
Ellison was awarded the Bosch and Lomb Science 
Award and also received the scholarship medal in 
Seience and in Mathematics. It is very rarely that one 
student gets both awards. He is a past Master Councilor 
of St. Lucie Chapter of the Order of DeMolay and is 
now president of the DeMolay Club at the University 
of Florida. 

2. Richard Francis Menge, born June 7, 1946, at Fort 
Pierce, is now a student at St, Lucie County Junior 
High School. 


ADRIAN MOORE SAMPLE, M.D. 


A retired physician of Fort Pierce, Dr. Adrian Moore 
Sample is a son of a pioneer of that district and feels 
himself to be among the pioneers. He remembers help- 
ing his father in the pineapple patch about their home 
on Citrus Avenue and Indian River Drive when he was 
five years old, and in 1914 he was the first delivery boy 
for the Miami Herald in Fort Pierce. He has been local 
physician for the Florida East Coast Railroad for the 
past twenty-two years and still serves in this capacity. 
He is also a citrus grower since 1938 and a cattleman 
since 1948, and is kept busy at present by these 
interests. 

Born in Fort Pierce March 18, 1902, he is a son of 
Adrian Montrose and Margaret Ann (Moore) Sample, 
natives of Charlotte, North Carolina. His father was 
born September 4, 1869, and died in Fort Pierce Decem- 
ber 31, 1933; his mother, born April 30, 1876, died in 
Fort Pierce May 21, 1921. 

His father came to Florida as a young man in 1893 
and arrived in Fort Pierce in 1896. He was a fisherman 
for about three years, until he established himself in 
the Indian River and Lake Worth Fish Company, 
organized about 1902, which was re-organized as the 
Sample Fish Company about 1915. In 1900 he built an 
ice plant at Sebastian which burned down in 1904, and 
in 1906 he built another in Eau Gallie. 

The raising of pineapples in St, Lucie County was 
started about 1895. Besides Mr. Sample’s ten-acre patch 


_ around his home there was another patch, not owned 


by the Sample family, where the court house now 


stands. 


The doctor’s father was one of the organizers of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Fort Pierce. He was a 
member of the St. Lucie County School Board from 
1917 to 1929 and Superintendent of Public Instruction 
in St. Lucie County in 1929-30. During World War I he 
was a secret special agent for the United States Gov- 
ernment, The doctor’s mother was a Past Worthy Ma- 
tron and a charter member of Ruth Chapter, the Order 
of the Eastern Star. 

Adrian Moore Sample graduated from St. Lucie 
County High School, now Dan McCarty High School, 
in 1920, attended the University of Florida in 1921-22, 
and then went to Davidson College at Davidson, North 
Carolina, from which institution he was graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1924, He took his 
medical training at Jefferson Medical College, Phila- 


delphia, Pennsylvania, and received his M.D. degree in 
1928. From May 1, 1928, to December 1, 1929, he in- 
terned at the Germantown Hospital in Philadelphia and 
then was resident physician at the Riverside Hospital in 
Jacksonville until October 1, 1933, when he returned 
to Pennsylvania and continued his studies at the Grad- 
uate School of Medicine of,the University of Pennsyl- 
vania for two more years, 

On March 21, 1936, he came back to Fort Pierce and 
opened his office at 207 Orange Avenue, whence he 
carried on a general practice of medicine, including 
surgery, until he retired in 1957. While in active prac- 
tice he was on the staff of the Fort Pierce Memorial 
Hospital. He is a member of the American Medical 
Association, the Florida Medical Association, and the 
St. Lucie-Okeechobee-Martin County Medical Associa- 
tion, in which he served as secretary for twenty years 
and was president in 1948. He was District Councilor of 
the Florida Medical Association for three terms. 

As a citrus grower and cattleman, Dr. Sample is a 
member of St. Lucie Cattlemen’s Association, Fort 
Pierce Growers Association, and the Farm Bureau, His 
groves are in St. Lucie County; his ranch, on which 
he has a commercial herd, is in Okeechobee County. 

From 1934 to 1936 Dr. Sample served in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in North Carolina and Tennessee 
as a medical officer with the rank of First Lieutenant. 
While in college at Davidson he belonged to the Gamma 
Sigma Epsilon chemical fraternity, and at Jefferson 
Medical College he was a member of the Ptolemy So- 
ciety and the Bland Obstetrical Society. He is a past 
Master of Fort Pierce Lodge #87 (1940-41) and a 32nd 
degree Mason of Lake Worth Consistory. A member of 
the Fort Pierce Rotary Club for the past twenty-three 
years, he was president in 1949-50. In the First Presby- 
terian Church of Fort Pierce he was an elder for twelve 
years. 

Dr, Sample has been very much interested in his- 
torical work. He served as president of the St. Lucie 
County Historical Society in 1958 and is now president 
of the Historical Pageant Society of St, Lucie County, 
of which he is a charter member. 

Reminiscing, he tells of an incident when he was four 
years of age, He became separated from his father ina 
pineapple patch at twilight and was discovered just at 
dusk, purely by accident. Otherwise he would undoubt- 
edly have perished by the mosquitoes. At this same 
place several years later a child lost his life under 
identical circumstances. Transportation to the pine- 
apple patch was by boat two miles down the river, or 
by mule and wagon on the sand trail. 

The doctor recalls the hurricanes of the early 1900’s, 
with hardly any warning service, and the assembly of 
families in his old home, on account of its strong con- 
struction and its survival during previous hurricanes. 


CUSHMAN SHELTON RADEBAUGH 


For twenty-five years, from 1925 to 1950, Cushman 58. 
Radebaugh practiced law in Orlando, but for the past 
two decades his chief interest and activity has been in 
the cattle business. He bought his first herd in 1938 and 
acquired 200 head of cattle the first year, leasing land 
for pasture. In 1940 he bought his first pastures in 
Orange County and in 1948 added land in Volusia 
County. This acreage was sold in 1955 when he moved 
his cattle operations to St. Lucie County, where he now 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


raises a commercial herd of Braford. He was among the 
pioneers in the use of improved pastures in Florida. 


Cushman S, Radebaugh was born in Union City, 
Tennessee, August 3, 1903, son of Otis Barclay and Lalla 
Belle (Shelton) Radebaugh. The Radebaugh family 
came originally from Holland, Peter Radebaugh, a 
farmer, moved from Bedford, Pennsylvania, to Urbana, 
Illinois, with his son, Samuel Barclay Radebaugh, who 
became an attorney and married a member of an old 
English family, Laura Gere. Their son, Otis Barclay 
Radebaugh, was born in Urbana, Illinois, February 12, 
1869. He graduated from McCormick Optical College, 
Chicago, and practiced as an optician at Union City and 
Nashville, Tennessee, and at San Angelo, Texas. Fol- 
lowing his retirement in 1938 he came to Orlando, Flor- 
ida, where his son had already been a resident for some 
years, and died there March 25, 1958. Mr. Radebaugh’s 
mother was born in Union City, Tennessee, in 1872 and 
died in Orlando in 1954, 


Following his early education in the public schools 
of San Angelo, Texas, and Nashville, Tennessee, Cush- 
man Radebaugh graduated from Montgomery-Bell 
Academy at Nashville in 1921 and received his LL.B. 
degree from Vanderbilt University in 1925. He was a 
member of Sigma Phi Omega fraternity at the academy 
and of Phi Kappa Psi and Delta Theta Phi at Vander- 
bilt. 


Beginning in 1925, he practiced law in Orlando with 
the firm of Giles and Gurney for two years, and after 
that was on his own. He practiced in all Florida courts 
and all Federal courts, including the United Supreme 
Court and the U.S. Treasury, Though inactive in law 
now he retains his membership in the Florida Bar and 
the Orange County Bar Association. 


Besides cattle the Radebaugh family has citrus in- 
terests, located in Indian River County, now operated 
by the youngest son, LeRoy Neil Radebaugh. The 
cattle and citrus land equipment are operated as a 
partnership. Mr. Radebaugh also raises quarter horses 
for use on the ranch. 


Holding membership in the national, state, and local 
cattlemen’s associations, he is a past vice-president of 
the American Cattlemen’s Association, was president 
of the Florida Cattlemen’s Association for two years, 
1951-1952, and president of Central Florida Cattlemen’s 
Association, of which he is a charter member, from 
1941 to 1947. He was a director of the Florida Farm 
Bureau Federation for sixteen years; served on the 
Florida Soil Conservation Board, appointed by Gov- 
ernor Dan McCarty; and was appointed by Governor 
Collins to the Agricultural Services Committee, which 
has just completed a reorganization of the Florida De- 
partment of Agriculture. He is a charter member and 
former director of the Orlando Junior Chamber of 
Commerce and a member of the Kiwanis Club of 
Orlando, In the First Methodist Church of that city he 
was a steward for some thirty years, a member of the 
official board and chairman for four years. He served 
a short time in the Navy toward the end of World 
War I. As a hobby he has a collection of workable guns, 


On June 27, 1927, at Orlando, Cushman S, Radebaugh 
was married to Adelma Giles, a member of one of 
Orlando’s oldest and most prominent families. She was 
born there August 17, 1902, daughter of James LeRoy 
and Nannie C. (Bartlett) Giles. 


James LeRoy Giles, son of LeRoy Barber and Sarah 
Elizabeth Giles, was born in Georgia June 16, 1862, and 


brought to Zellwood, Orange County Florida, when six 
months old. He was in the real estate and building 
business and built the first mercantile house in Orlando, 
a three-story brick building; also the Charleston Block, 
the Orlando Bank and Trust Building, and many fine 
residences. He was active in the development of the 
First National Bank and the Citizens National Bank of 
Orlando and served as Gashier of both; was director of 
the Empire Life Insurance Company of Atlanta, Geor- 
gia; one of the organizers of the Board of Trade; one 
of the founders and a president of the Orlando Country 
Club; and a promoter of the Orange County Fair Asso- 
ciation. He played an important part in the Chambers 
of Commerce of Orange County, Greater Orlando, and 
the Junior Chamber, and was elected Mayor of Orlando 
four times. He was president of the Kiwanis Club, an 
Elk, a Knight of Pythias, a steward and trustee of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. A pioneer citrus grower 
in Florida, he was at one time one of the largest grow- 
ers of Orange County. He married Nannie C, Bartlett, 
daughter of Henry and Martha (Knox) Bartlett, who 
was born in McKenzie, Tennessee, February 18, 1862, 
and died in Orlando September 9, 1933. Her father was 
a large cotton grower in Louisiana, James LeRoy Giles 
died in Orlando May 3, 1946. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cushman S. Radebaugh are the parents 
of four children, all born in Orlando: 

1. Cushman Shelton, Jr. (Cush), born September 19, 
1928. He married Joan Coleman of Evanston, Illinois, 
and they live in Fort Pierce. 

2. James (Jim) Giles, born June 2, 1930, who married 
Joy Johnson of Orlando, a ministerial student at Se- 
wanee, Tenn. 

3. LeRoy Neil (Neil), born June 16, 1931, who is not 
married at this time, and lives in Fort Pierce, 

4. Nancy Nevill, born July 12, 1936, who married 
Hans Grosklos, They also live in Fort Pierce. 


Cush and Jim attended Suwanee Military Academy 
and all three boys attended Oklahoma A. and M. Col- 
lege. Cush was a member of Sigma Nu fraternity and 
both he and Jim belonged to Block and Bridle frater- 
nity. Neil was a member of Kappa Alpha fraternity. 
Cushman Jr is a director of Florida Cattlemen’s Asso- 
ciation and a member of the executive committee of the 
American Cattlemen’s Association. He and James are 
charter members of Central Florida Cattlemen’s Asso- 
ciation, 


NATHAN (“TETE”) HOLMES 


Nathan Holmes has been in the cattle business since 
he was old enough to ride a horse, at about the age 
of seven, when his father began giving him calves to 
build up his herd. 

The Holmes family has been in Florida as long as 
anyone can remember, Nathan’s father, Henry Allen 
Holmes, was born in Lake City November 9, 1856, and 
moved to Brevard County when he was seven years 
old with his mother and step-father, Henry Parker. 
He died in Henderson, North Carolina, August 26, 
1927. Nathan’s mother was Joanna J. Morgan, born in 
DeSoto County, Florida, March 6, 1853, died at Fort 
Drum February 21, 1894. 

“Tete” Holmes was born at Fort Drum, north of 
Tantie, now known as Okeechobee, on August 12, 1891. 
He attended the public school and left home when he 
was sixteen to go to work for the East Coast Cattle 
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Th. EAS COASTS OF FLORIDA 


Company as a cowboy. From 1926 to just before World 
War II, he and Frank Raulerson were partners in the 
cattle business under the name of Holmes and Rauler- 
son, They then divided their cattle and went out each 
for himself. After World War II Mr, Holmes sold 


-13,700 acres he owned on the Kissimmee River and 


bought 25,000 acres in north Okeechobee County, which 
has since been sold. He now owns four sections of land 
in Hendry County which is in pasture and has about 
800 head of commercial cattle. In the days of the open 
range he had as many as 12,000 head, and was one of 
the first men to bring Hereford cattle to the southern 
part of Florida. Now his bulls are mostly thoroughbred 
Brahman. He used to sell most of his cattle to the 
Lykes Brothers and still sells them many head. He 
was acquainted with all seven of the brothers and 
knew Howell and Tom particularly well. 

Mr. Holmes is a member of the Florida State Cattle- 
men’s Association and St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s 
Association and served eight years on the Florida Live- 
stock Sanitary Board, to which he was appointed by 
Governor Millard Caldwell, He is a member of Fort 
Pierce Elks Lodge, which he occasionally attends, an 
inactive member of the Oddfellows of Fort Pierce, and 
a member of the First Episcopal Church, Both he and 
his wife are members of the Pelican Yacht Club. Mrs. 
Holmes is a member of the Women’s Benefit Associa- 
tion, Baldwin Rebecca Lodge of Fort Pierce, the Pilot 
Club of Fort Pierce, the Anna Miller Circle of Fort 
Pierce Elks Auxiliary, and is active in women’s church 
work, being past president and now treasurer of St. 
Martha’s Guild. 

Mrs. Holmes is the former Mary Louise Stracke, 
daughter of Carl Louis and Mary Anna (Behar) 
Stracke, and was born in Stuart, Nebraska, November 
9, 1895. She married Mr. Holmes at Fort Drum on Jan- 
uary 18, 1914. They have three children: 

1, Vieva Louise Holmes Hardie, born December 27, 
1916, at Fort Pierce, who married Grover Conrad Har- 
die, son of the late Dr, and Mrs. Hardie. 

2. Nathan Laverne Holmes, born November 29, 1920, 
at Fort Pierce, who married Laura Genevieve Thomp- 
son. 

3. Margaret Louisa Holmes Carlton, born October 
15, 1924, at Fort Pierce, who married Reuben Wright 
Carlton, son of Charles Cariton of one of the oldest 
pioneer families of Florida. 

All three have their homes in Fort Pierce. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grover C. Hardie have two sons, Con- 
rad, Jr., and Richard. Nathan Laverne Holmes has three 
children, Verda Elaine, Nathan Stanley, and David 
Alan. Margaret Holmes Carlton has two children, 
Reuben Wayne and Margaret Louisa. 


MERRITT HOYT SCOTT 


A man of many skills and activities who has had a 
wide and varied business career is Merritt Hoyt Scott, 
now vice-president and one of the owners of Farm 
Supply Headquarters, Inc, of Fort Pierce. He is also a 
cattleman and has a herd of 100 registered polled Here- 
ford on his 200 acres of ranch land in St. Lucie County. 

A Vermonter, he was born in St. Johnsbury July 18, 
1896, son of Harry Merritt and Abbie (Hoyt) Scott. His 
mother died in St. Johnsbury. His father, born at 
Glover, Vermont, died at Fort Pierce. Harry Scott and 
his brother Amos came to Florida during the boom of 
the twenties and were the developers of Scottsmoor, lo- 
eated in Brevard County, 


Merritt Scott graduated from St. Johnsbury Academy 
in 1915 and from Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York, 
where he studied electrical engineering, in 1917. From 
late in 1917 until just after the Armistice in World War 
I, he served as a cadet flyer in the United States Army 
Signal Corps, which was the early aviation service. 

Before entering milit&ry service he worked for a 
short time as a research engineer with Henry L, 
Doughty Company in Toledo, Ohio, and at Bartsville, 
Oklahoma. After the war was over he returned to this 
company and again worked at Toledo and at Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma, for a period of six to eight months, doing 
research work. Several patents were recorded in his 
name for his work in petroleum and also in artificial 
gas. From 1923 to 1925 he operated electric power plants 
at Mansfield and Lorain, Ohio. 

In September 1925 he came to Scottsmoor, Florida, 
and there built a small power plant and established a 
lumber business with his father under the name of 
Scottsmoor Lumber Company. In 1928 he became the 
distributor for Gulf Oil Corporation at Titusville and in 
1930 transferred to Fort Pierce, where he continued as 
distributor for Gulf for eighteen years. 

Mr. Scott bought his first cattle about 1933 and kept 
them on leased pasture south of White City, About 1936 
he divided his cattle in a partnership with Osborne 
O’Quinn, with whom he had been co-founder and 
owner of O’Quinn Motor Company at Fort Pierce, and 
sold his interest in the automobile business at that time. 
In early 1939 he bought an interest in Taylor-Munnell 
Machine Works, which is still in business in Fort 
Pierce. In 1943 he and R. D, Munnell organized and 
built Munsco Mills, a citrus dehydrating plant produc- 
ing citrus pulp. Mr. Scott became sole owner of the 
plant and operated it until 1955. 

Farm Supply Headquarters was established as a feed 
store about 1954 by David Putnam, Sr. Three years later 
Warren Clausen and Sanford Gibson bought the busi- 
ness from Putnam and in 1958 Mr. Scott leased the 
building to them and bought a third interest in the 
business, becoming vice-president of the company. 
They are local Purina dealers and have a small mixing 
plant where feeds are mixed for regular customers and 
for general sale. 

Mr. Scott is a member and honorary director of St. 
Lucie County Cattlemen’s Association, a member of 
American Hereford Association and American Polled 
Hereford Association, of Fort Pierce-St, Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce, Fort Pierce Kiwanis Club (past 
vice-president), Elks Lodge #1520, and the First 
Methodist Church of Fort Pierce. 


He was married in Gardner, Massachusetts, January 
3, 1921, to Rita Linekin, daughter of George and Alice 
(Cramer) Linekin, who was born September 18, 1895, 
in Barre, Vermont. Mr. and Mrs, Scott have a grown 
son and daughter, both married: David Roger Scott, 
who is with Polk County Abstract Company at Bartow; 
and Sylvia Scott Sapp, wife of Alton Sapp, a cattleman, 
formerly of Osceola County. They now live in Fort 
Pierce where Alton is associated with Farmers Supply 
Headquarters. 


ELMER ROWLAND ENNS 


Elmer R. Enns, who has been in the insurance busi- 
ness in Fort Pierce since 1946, came to that city in 1923 
as a citrus grove manager and developer. The Enns 
family of Inman, Kansas, became citrus grove owners 


[222] 


.y ee Dk | 7) ee 
ae paee) i i 


rn iy Hest ssi 





aw bite ak peers odd “arte mec Set shail 
yor A «3 hatin alt .al soul Jebes @ en bAviae oa 3 
yoiwior ogitaive yew od pine Aa 

6 10) budtiow od. opivtes oihiides pahisiag yroiadl 
| youll, dite maesetl gc Bolaaiot % ams | tes copie 
sitivetuntt te ban pin whalet ia yaw Ceyeotl 
itll ot bacuute: 60 ‘rove 2Bw. tow putt ect hata 
oelundO te bas obolo Fas) peu. ign. Da VAR KeD 
nitok . vdinde tials ‘at ale 
nd oi babies srw elrotsg lateve dew -rorsest 


jnisfiurmn 2 oafe bee mvisiogiae ah) Riow att sot some 
viusiq towed aitdvels beierqead BStt o) 200k mots 2ey 


itt) afthe Sabi, bisfianald ja 

nol’ ~oraiiead os aia atl. BAG aqclenaleioe 18 
Keita > hae tote wrwog Heo se tid oivt) bas 
sete odd veh verted dpe oeesmiend yedouul 
oly oreo of ASR ot ppostraeD sadttut yovmetion® 
i bam olleveatif ta ac siker oO Muo tot rorudirteib 
n boucives of socio vist! 10% of boeslened ORES 
200% ttooletea tot tHud wi sosdt tel 

dota olf» jy abel tbinxs: af LaF “Ml 


' bag RED 
ic te rfeuroe 8" GIRS oat ep af 8] ccpodd | 


OEEL 096A iO 


ood her Gideinisiy «© al Shh aa tehivih al 
ban robaroeens someetent So ype) titer seniva’o 
bap ost pathte caddie) 106M sdbatethed i wawe 
+/ ily tu a2veteand id PIU Ws oc rr Perea eg {ilu 
weiteadiyuly ani dau. co tile wont ual GRE elite sah 

ot | etl septa xf vi at eke bly L@riting 

bre basittanse Uomalih 2" hie ad. CPT ct 2st 


+) Liagraey Arts Se 2B: 


WHDG 


yp TOES tere 


ji; bib ri P5143. oD Aa coast hid 
wt ask AM. gle quails wot 
nr htt 4h. Gls, Bankr aeriicy 


Dow & batittaka vaw ovineuphtighiriqaae ret 
itnl aevrcoowl? »® put biked at eat oda oils 
~itentel lasted Aen Wialage dae neal) pra 
att beast sow TARR ci Baw, ett jiett gion 
vty on ‘olen Bate -@ telgaes fen sett ot pahod 
manos 9) Yo Jaabreengeotte, tatigodd wecsstventd 
inane vont bates canst tandt ve wai 


ehowl avatlw sei] 
sina lervourey ‘tot 


ih Feet) ty ya “od Gaur. a’ 


1G to solver Gabrosed Bos adie a ef steve) «Ml 
lo 19dimem. 6 titdindeehs dinwngitnD Yn). ats 
bolle cenit bay quinn beclawl maorusil 


ave aid 22-yoosi tert to nese. Meolosatl 
Yesa) dul) vig erit4t Ae espeneD to gadineds 
fost ot Bree WIR eebal eA domebiaory-folv 
. esigit fo% io dowd) saifsvadeot4 
VIAUIBL sone donrenM, pronbes ni hotrrce: ewe yh 
anid Diu pews. Yo dof Saa1iha utotul apis ay, 
DMR BL vedmainse mied, ere tnitw 
dwose W Hee tee 40h ba Snore Svtetl 
NOE qopost 4 ‘nyt eae ind woldavab bi 






»wetucdl ta yonder JD) evteaié yinue | Hin dsiw at 
waraoliiie @ aged, asta ia, often: oe Mane. ei ‘ 
sigh ah evil, pre Mao epi 
yiqaue. wien 1 


tend AeA ha 
Athy beiGantes: a ei v4 







eeartcqecal paste 
aerate een veerin 


tpn) face 


Anetrat; po aa? ctndnal sé a 


7 


a st AP mr 2 
paogit (rosary ° VES 


| inal allt lo one 36 nosed extend to 








































































* 4 saa ‘a 
me vy sel i 


oe an . 


riadivee ety of althig 
to ridtguovortt yleor: ois oiled 
act ot aftieo ait Yo lier of bees sh nected 
ott beed yrmet melt elle Ilite bas evedionel ume : 
bre eroltor! edd to aavee He sitiw botaie 
diow ylaglucitwg awT bre I 4 
-oltts etei@ sbixo!t od? to vedaiem 8 ai 29 be 
ze cemelticD yoyo? sionl 2 has nditsigare A 
-ovil shivo!T ortt ma zisey trtgis heviee baa mousi- 
yd bsiciogqa eow af dotw of soll yuelic 
ro% Jo wadaem @ ef 9H SlewbisD bislliM o 
an abaoiis Lerepoggent saidw Pee an! 2 tak® 
brie oovaiE sol to & gesse amaidhghegnic y ome 
bre od otf doxwrlD daqoseiq™ peril od? Io zedes 
wit! .dulD idoc¥ manitiod ont lo exatimison o16 of 
~siceeA. item e'namoW sci to vodrrartt 2 abe 
soit oft wovsth sed Yo opbaT godedelt hw bie®l A on 
s04 Yo ofpa) slffl aanA oli (ot19fF rot! to * : 
hyrutks enaniow sf-aviton eb bore DP recpeae pie wp a) 
18 lx geipiaeres wor Haig jnpbiagrg, 0 #10 


dss nein) senate casio od ai 2omioH «dh 
(reiv®) qtin eubS bas vived IneD to” vabdgee 

bana whut aste ni med zpw baa taut 

-aul oo pitrtl teF de eanloH 9M bebriam ode’ 

mitblido sovd? aved yor LOL | 

YS sedeteoi cred »ibrsH aerlolt hacadegel Fs 

1H bone) rove) bobriaed orlwe, p 
altaah it Bie  : of to 1 

PERL OS redsnialt srad zoanolt. Cmatid 

~qineat geAvennt) gtuet otras ortw stl ty 


ey a ah 
sidaloO ated .omitieD somo scigat: rin 
tayinW rextuath belram odw sort dF 3H. 


Roni: sae | 


BbiolF ta ss sti Pty 


exroiT t10% oi eortod sist oval 
1) anor owt avert gins wvoww . 
oxidt 20d 2octlol semiavoel ngrltaM ba 
bived has .volow@ cada aint 
ne ow! ead alia’)? eomloH 
Bab LIOT oxayiaM oe 
AP E 


Trooe TORT sh 





BIOGRAPHICAL Sh Cr tO:N 


in Florida when a subsidiary of Enns Milling Company 
at Inman invested in 160 acres about twelve miles 
southwest of Fort Pierce, on Midway and Shinn Road. 
Elmer and his uncle, N. F, Enns, set out this grove in 
60% oranges, 35% grapefruit and 5% tangerines, The 
family’s citrus interests were sold in 1940. 

Born at Inman, Kansas, August 13, 1900, Elmer Row- 
land Enns is a son of Abraham Cornelius Enns, a flour 
mill owner-operator at Inman, who was born in Russia 
in 1865 and died at Inman in 1901, He had served that 
city as Municipal Judge. Elmer’s mother, Anna Gert- 
rude (Wiegand) Enns, was born in Germany June 20, 
1868, and died in Wichita, Kansas, in 1954. 

Graduating from Inman High School in 1918, Elmer 
entered the Infantry Detached Service in the Student 
Army Training Corps in September of that year and 
was discharged in December, 1918, with the rank of 
corporal. He then furthered his education at Kansas 
State College and McPherson College, McPherson, 
Kansas. 


For the next seventeen years, or from 1923 to 1940, 
Elmer Enns was occupied with the management and 
development of citrus groves. From 1940 to 1946 he was 
with the Florida Extension Service in charge of foreign 


‘farm labor in St. Lucie County. Late in 1946 he entered 


the insurance business with the Walsh Insurance 
Agency in Fort Pierce, and in 1949 bought the Houston 
Agency, located in the Raulerson Building, which then 
became known as the Houston-Enns Agency, In Oc- 
tober of 1958 the name was changed to Enns Agency 
and the location moved to 401 South Sixth Street. 

The Enns Agency represents Aetna Insurance Com- 
pany, American Indemnity Company, St, Paul Fire and 
Marine Insurance Company, Safeguard Insurance Com- 
pany, Consolidated American Insurance Company, New 
York Underwriters Insurance Company, and Fidelity 
and Guaranty Insurance Underwriters, Inc: 


Mr, Enns is a member of the National Association of 
Insurance Agents, the Florida Association of Insurance 
Agents, and the St. Lucie County Association of In- 
surance Agents, in which his son Edward holds the 
office of vice-president. A lifelong Democrat, Mr. Enns 
served on the St. Lucie County School Board from 1947 
to 1953 and was vice-president for two years. He is a 
member of Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of 
Commerce, Elks Lodge #1520, the Moose Lodge of Fort 
Pierce, the Indian Hills Country Club, and the First 
Presbyterian Church of Fort Pierce, in which he has 
served as deacon and elder and was clerk of the session 
one year. Fishing is his favorite recreation, 

At Fort Pierce on November 12, 1926, Elmer Rowland 
Enns married Margaret Susan Gladwin, who was born 
in Fort Pierce July 20, 1902. She is a member of two 
old families of Florida, the McMeekins and the Glad- 
wins, Her mother was Florence McMeekin, born in 
Johnson. South Carolina, who died at Fort Pierce De- 
cember 29, 1948. The settlement of McMeekin in Putnam 
County was named for Dr. Francis Marion McMeekin, 
her father, a well known physician and statesman who 
served in both houses of the State Legislature and as 
County Commissioner. His wife’s father, Andy Johnson, 
came to Florida about 1845. 

Mrs. Enns’ father, Robert Reed Gladwin (born in 
Higanum, Connecticut, died at Fort Pierce June 17, 
1942) was the first to ship grapefruit out of Florida and 
was one of the pioneer citrus growers in the Fort Pierce 
Farms area. He came to McMeekin about 1880 and from 
there went to Titusville, where he was in the ice busi- 


ness with his father, Stephen Gladwin, until he moved 
to Fort Pierce, about 1900, There he was in the fish 
business with A. M, Sample, Sr., and then in the boat- 
building business under his own name. Gladwin Boat 
Company later became the Backus Boat Company. With 
Jackson Luce he established the Jackson Luce-Gladwin 
Company, hardware and marine supplies, a partnership 
which was dissolved about 1920. 

Mrs. Enns is secretary of the Cora Stickney Harper 
Chapter of the D.A.R., a member of the P.E.O., and is 
active in the Woman’s Presbyterian Organization, Three 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Enns in Fort Pierce: 

1. Robert Nicholas Enns, born August 20, 1927, who 
married Catherine Duster of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. They 
live in Fort Pierce. 

2. Edward Gladwin Enns, born March 22, 1933, who 
married Diane Dye of Fort Pierce, where they also live. 

3. Susan Gladwin Enns, born July 2, 1942, now (1959) 
a senior at Dan McCarty High School, Fort Pierce. 


HOWARD MONTRAVILLE HORTON 


A civic leader of Fort Pierce who served as City 
Clerk and Treasurer and several times as interim City 
Manager, for thirteen years, and was the most active 
member of a committee that built Fort Pierce Memorial 
Hospital, Howard M. Horton began his business career 
as a banker, following his father’s lead, and worked up 
to Cashier of the Bank of Fort Pierce, where his father 
was Vice-President at the time, before trying other 
fields of activity. He is now part owner and Secretary- 
Treasurer of Sunrise Lumber and Supply Company, 
Inc., of Fort Pierce and a partner with his wife and son 
in Horton’s, Inc., which started as a small book and 
office supply store back in 1925 and has now expanded 
to a large, modern store handling a full line of books, 
office supplies and equipment, stationery and gifts. 


His father, Charles Montraville Horton, born in Twin 
Mountain, New Hampshire, was brought to Florida 
when he was eight years old, Starting with the Mel- 
bourne State Bank, he eventually became President of 
the Fort Pierce Bank and Trust Company and also 
served as tax assessor of St. Lucie County for several 
terms. He died in Fort Pierce in 1934 and his wife, who 
was Grace Phillips of Chicago, Illinois, and Melbourne, 
Florida, died in Fort Pierce in 1916. 


Howard Montraville Horton was born in Melbourne, 
Florida, on November 2, 1893, and received his educa- 
tion in the public schools of Melbourne and Fort Pierce. 
He was the sole member of the first graduating class 
of St. Lucie County High School in 1911. He attended 
the University of Florida after that but left the Univer- 
sity late in 1912 to start work in the Bank of Fort 
Pierce, where he was later promoted to the office of 
Cashier, In 1918 he gave up banking to become manager 
of the St. Lucie County Ford Agency, In 1920 he went 
to Wabasso as office manager for the Deerfield Groves 
Company and the American Fruit Growers, remaining 
there for five years. While there, he and his wife were 
instrumental in building the present schoolhouse in 
Wabasso, now in Indian River County. 

When they returned to Fort Pierce in 1925, Mrs. Hor- 
ton opened Horton’s Book Store, which was located on 
Second Street north of Avenue A. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Horton was in the real estate business until, in 1927, he 
joined his wife in the bookstore business. In 1942 he 
purchased an interest in Sunrise Lumber and Supply 
Company but did not become active in that endeavor 
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until 1946. He is now Secretary-Treasurer of that 
corporation. In 1952 his son, Howard Jr., took over the 
management of the bookstore, office supply business, 
which had become Horton’s, Tne: 


Mr, Horton was appointed City Clerk and Treasurer 
of Fort Pierce in 1933, which office he held until his 


_ voluntary resignation in 1946. While with the city he 


was called upon to serve as City Manager for several 
comparatively short periods. It was during that period 
that he and Mrs. Horton took an active part in con- 
struction of Fort Pierce Memorial Hospital, Mr, Horton 
being the most active member of the fund raising and 
building committee and Mrs. Horton heading the com- 
mittee which furnished and equipped the hospital. Dur- 
ing this same period, Mr. and Mrs. Horton were the 
main force behind the organization and construction of 
the St. Lucie County Garden Center. 


Mr. Horton is a director of the St, Lucie County 
Bank and a member of the Board of Governors of 
Indian River Mental Health Clinic. He was the first 
President of Fort Pierce Memorial Hospital and was 
chairman of their last large fund raising drive for 
expansion; has headed drives for the St. Lucie County 
Chapter of American Red Cross; has been a director of 
Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce, 
and was formerly an active Rotarian, 


He and Mrs, Horton are members of the First Presby- 
terian Church, where he has served several terms as 
Chairman of the Board of Deacons or Trustees, and 
has served as an Elder in the Church several years but 
is now no longer an officer. In 1953, when the Church 
adopted a major remodeling and expansion program, 
he served as chairman of the fund-raising, financing 
and building committees, having previously taken the 
lead in other fund raising projects for the Church. He 
is a charter member of Indian Hills Golf and Country 
Club and of Pelican Yacht Club. 


Mrs. Horton, the former Florence Marjorie Taylor, 
daughter of Fred Makepeace and Alena Durr Taylor, 
was born in Fairfield, Iowa, on November 14, 1894. 
She and Howard Montraville Horton were married in 
St. Augustine, Florida, on August 18, 1915. In the past 
she has been very active in the St. Lucie County Fed- 
eration of Garden Clubs, having served as President for 
some time of Fort Pierce Garden Club, and in the con- 
struction and opening of Fort Pierce Memorial Hospi- 
tal. She is now serving on the board of St. Lucie County 
Mental Health Association. She is a member and former 
president of the Soroptimist Club and has always been 
active in church work. 


Mr. and Mrs. Horton are the parents of a daughter 
and a son, both born in Fort Pierce: 


1. Marjorie Durr Horton, born September 9, 1917, is 
a chief psychiatric social worker in charge of a psy- 
chiatric treatment-clinic in Rochester, New York. 


2. Howard M. Horton, Jr., born September 22, 1928, 
is secretary-treasurer and manager of Horton’s Inc., 
Fort Pierce. He married Billye Juanita Skaggs of Fort 
Pierce and they have three children: Marji, Jennifer 
and Barbara. 


WINFIELD DAVIS BROWN, D.D.S. 


A Fort Pierce dentist for the past twelve years, Dr. 
Winfield Davis Brown is active in his professional asso- 
ciations, in Masonic organizations, and in the civic life 
of the community in which he has chosen to live. He 


is one of the nine directors of the Commercial Bank of 
Fort Pierce, which was opened in October, 1959. 

Dr. Brown comes from Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
where he was born December 9, 1913, son of Joe West 
Brown, born in Spartanburg County, South Carolina, 
October 31, 1879, died October 9, 1955, and Lillie Faye 
(Mayfield) Brown, borry in Cherokee County, South 
Carolina, September 9, 1879, died September 11, 1954. 
Both parents died in Spartanburg. The father was a 
textile superintendent for Hamrick Mills at Gaffney, 
South Carolina. 

Winfield Brown graduated from Spartanburg High 
School in 1931 and from Wofford College in 1935 with 
an A.B. degree. He attended Emory University School of 
Dentistry at Atlanta, Georgia, and received his D.D.S. 
degree there in 1946. While at Emory he took part in 
a specialized Army training program in 1943-44. 

After receiving his degree Dr. Brown practiced den- 
tistry in Charlotte, North Carolina, for eight months; 
then came to Florida State Hospital at Chattahoochee, 
where he was senior dentist during the year 1947. He 
came to Fort Pierce in January of 1948 and opened an 
office in the Peacock Building, where he carried on his 
dental practice for six years. In 1954 he moved to his 
present location at 414 Avenue A. Here he has four 
well-equipped operating rooms. 

Dr. Brown is a member of the East Coast District 
Dental Society of the Florida Dental Association, the 
National Dental Association, and Delta Sigma Delta na- 
tional dental fraternity. He is a 32nd degree Mason of 
the Scottish and York Rites, and Mahi Temple Shrine, 
Miami, and a past director of the Fort Pierce Shrine 
Club. He is also a member of Fort Pierce Rotary Club, 
Elks Lodge #1520, the Pelican Yacht Club, the Indian 
Hills Country Club, the First Methodist Church of Fort 
Pierce, and has served on the board of stewards of that 
church. In politics he is a Democrat. For recreation he 
enjoys golf and occasionally a little hunting. 

In Spartanburg, South Carolina, on June 8, 1940, Dr. 
Brown married Venetia Tribble, who was born in An- 
derson, South Carolina, on August 8, 1916. They have 
three daughters, all born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Pamela Jean, born August 30, 1949. 

2. Penelope Ann, born July 3, 1953. 

3. Peggy Lynn, born August 6, 1958. 


SHEFFIELD THOMAS ABOOD 


Since coming to Fort Pierce in 1947, Sheffield T. Abood 
has gained a high reputation in the business world and 
has received the Packer Redbook Good Business Char- 
acter award for ten consecutive years. Mainly in the 
produce business as chief executive of several corpora- 
tions, he also owns the Sunrise Boulevard Shopping 
Center in Fort Pierce and is one of the directors of the 
Commercial Bank, recently opened in that city. 

Mr. Abood was born in Jacksonville, Florida, January 
27, 1914, son of Michael and Latiffie (Rahaim) Abood, 
both natives of Lebanon, where the father was born in 
1895 and the mother in 1899. Michael Abood came to 
Jacksonville from Lebanon when he was about twelve 
years old. He became a cigar manufacturer in his own 
name, Abood Cigar Company, and was the organizer 
of Better Food Stores throughout Florida. He was presi- 
dent of the Syrian American Club, the Lebanon Ameri- 
can Club, and organizer of the Phoenician Club, all of 
Jacksonville, and was a Knight of Columbus. He died 
in Jacksonville September 26, 1956. 
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Sheffield Abood graduated from Andrew Jackson 
High School and attended Jacksonville Business College. 
After four years in the produce business for himself, 
he became assistant manager of Jacksonville Produce 
Market in 1938 and continued in this position for six 
years, during which time he was also a partner in and 
manager of Jacksonville Produce Truck Terminal. 
Entering the U. S. Navy in 1944, he served in training 
boats at Jacksonville, as acting Chief of Police at Jack- 
sonville Naval Air Station, and was discharged in 1947 
with the rank of Petty Officer First Class. 


He came to Fort Pierce in 1947 and organized Abood 
Tomato Corporation. About 1950 he began growing 
tomatoes on leased land in St. Lucie, Martin and Okee- 
chobee counties. In 1952 he planted sixty acres of citrus 
groves in Fort Pierce, and sold them in 1957. Tomatoes 
Unlimited, Inc., of which he is general manager and 
part owner, was organized in 1959. This corporation ships 
from Homestead, West Palm Beach and Fort Pierce in 
Florida, from Cape Charles, Virginia, Dallas, Pennsyl- 
vania, Donna, Texas, and King City, California. Mr. 
Abood is also general manager of Homestead Tomato 
Cooperative of Homestead, Florida, president of Abood 
Tomato Corporation of Fort Pierce, and owner of Abood 
Brokerage Company. The Sunrise Boulevard Shopping 
Center, which he also owns, was opened August 26, 
1959, and includes an A. & P. store, a bakery, drugstore} 
five-and-ten, watch repair store, sport shop, laundry, 
and insurance agency. 


Mr. Abood is a member of the United States Chamber 
of Commerce, past director of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie 
County Chamber of Commerce, a life member of Fort 
Pierce Moose Lodge, a member of Elks Lodge #1520 
Knights of Columbus Council #3416, the Indian Hills 
Country Club, the Pelican Yacht Club, and St. Anastasia 
Catholic Church. He is listed in Who’s Who in the South 
and Southwest and in Porr’s Directory ‘of Executives. 
In politics he is a Democrat. He says his work is his 
hobby, but he does some hunting. 


At Stockton, California, on October 1, 1949, Sheffield 
Thomas Abood married Anne Elizabeth Kegerreis, 
daughter of Edward and Kathleen Kegerreis of Wilkes- 
Barre, Pennsylvania, where she was born March 8, 1929. 
The Aboods have four children, all born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Mary Louise, born November 24, 1950. 

2. Sheffield Thomas, Jr., born November 11, 1951. 

3. Anne Elizabeth (Nancy), born April 29, 1953. 

4. Kathleen Carol, born May 19, 1954. 


MEYER CHARLES HELLER 


Meyer Heller, now Executive Vice-President of 
Scott-Mattson Farms, Inc., a large truck-farming oper- 
ation with headquarters in Fort Pierce, has been engaged 
in the produce business all his life, starting with his 
father in New York City when he was sixteen. 

Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, May 11, 1907, he 
is a son of Charles I. and Rose (Hefter) Heller, both born 
in Rumania. His father died about 1940 in New York 
City, where his mother is still living. He attended the 
public grade schools and Commercial High School in 
New York City and went into the produce business with 
his father at Washington Market, New York, in 1923. 
From 1925 to 1930 he worked wth Bernard Abel & 
Company and Heller Brothers, both of New York City. 
After he was married in 1930 he entered the business of 
his father-in-law, Sam Gordon, in Patchogue, Long 


Island, New York. This became Gordon-Heller Produce 
Company about 1934. In 1936 or ’37 he formed his own 
firm, Meyer Heller & Company, shippers of Long Island 
potatoes, cauliflower and other vegetables, and con- 
tinued to run this business until 1944, when he became 
a resident of Florida, operating there in the winter and 
in Long Island in the summer months. 

Mr. Heller first came to Florida in 1937 on a vacation 
and decided that this was where he would live. He began 
growing tomatoes in Florida in 1937. From 1944 to 1950 
he represented Samuel P. Mandell Company of Phila- 
delphia as a buyer. In the fall of 1951, with Leslie Scott 
and Rudolph Mattson, he formed the Indian River 
Tomato Packers, a partnership which continued until 
July 31, 1959, when they formed the Scott-Mattson 
Farms, Inc., a parent company which owns some twenty 
subsidiaries, mostly engaged in farming but including 
a real estate corporation which owns most of their real 
estate. 

Mr. Heller was elected to the School Board of St. 
Lucie County in 1952 and served three years, resigning 
to devote full time to his business. He is a member of 
Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce, 
the Fort Pierce Rotary Club, in which he was sergeant 
at arms four or five years, Elks Lodge #1520, the 
Indian Hills Country Club, and a charter member of the 
Pelican Yacht Club. Of the Jewish faith, he is a member 
of Temple Beth’El, president of the temple and congre- 
gation, and a member of B’nai Brith. Ilis wife is 
active in the Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El. 

In New York City on October 5, 1930, Meyer Charles 
Heller married Dorothy Gordon, daughter of Samuel 
Gordon, who died in 1947, and Minerva (Goldstein) 
Gordon, who is living in Patchogue, Long Island, New 
York, where Dorothy was born August 27, 1913. The 
Hellers have three children: 

1. Norman Gordon Heller, born December 30, 1931, 
at Bayshore, Long Island, New York, an electronics 
engineer, graduate of Georgia School of Technology, who 
lives in Atlanta with his wife and son. He married 
Bettsie Elfenbein of New London, Connecticut. Their 
son is Jeffrey Scott Heller. 

2. Edward Harold Heller, born April 16, 1936, at Port 
Jefferson, Long Island, New York, a graduate of the 
University of Florida in Agriculture, now attending the 
University of Florida Law School. He married Carolyn 
Frohsin of Alexander City, Alabama. 

3. Charlotte Isabel Heller, born June 2, 1942, at Port 
Jefferson, New York, a senior at Dan McCarty High 
School, Fort Pierce, and a twirlette in the High School 
Band. 

The Hellers have a summer home at Davis Park on 
Fire Island, New York, where they relax for about three 
months. 


LAWRENCE WILLEY 


Since February of 1949 Lawrence Willey has been with 
the Broward Poppell Insurance Agency at Fort Pierce, 
one of the leading insurance agencies on Florida’s East 
Coast. This agency represents the following companies: 

Hartford Accident and Indemnity Company, Twin 
City Fire Insurance Company, Great American Insur- 
ance Company, United States Fidelity and Guaranty 
Company, Home Fire Insurance Company, American 
Employers Fire Insurance Company, Connecticut Fire 
Insurance Company, American Equitable Insurance 
Company, United States Aviation Underwriters, Inc., 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Pan American Fire and Casualty Company, American 
Foreign Insurance Association, Factory Insurance As- 
sociation, Centennial Insurance Company. 

Born in Bridgeville, Delaware, July 23, 1921, Law- 
rence Willey is a son of Nemiah and Anna (Harris) 
Willey. His father was a farmer in Delaware. He grad- 
uated from Dover High School, Dover, Delaware, in 
1940, and went with DuPont Company, Nylon Division, 
at Seaford, Delaware, as a machine operator. 

In August, 1942, he entered the United States Army 


_ Air Force, took flight training and received his wings 


+*4 


as flight engineer and top turret gunner. He served 
with the Eighth Air Force in Europe and was shot down 
over Muenster, Germany, on October 19, 1943, and held 
a prisoner of war at Prison Camp Stalag 17B, Krems, 
Austria (the location of a well-known movie) until 
May 3, 1945. He was awarded the Air Medal and dis- 
charged in November, 1945, with the rank of Master 
Sergeant. 

Returning to the DuPont Company, Mr. Willey 
worked in the shipping department until May of 1946, 
when he took a year’s leave of absence and came to 
Florida the following September. In November, 1946, 
he became manager of Warren’s Laundry and Dry 
Cleaners at Fort Pierce and continued in this business 
until Februery, 1949, at which time he joined the 
Broward Poppell Agency as an agent in all insurance 
lines. In June, 1953, he bought into the agency, which 
then became Broward Poppell Agency, Ltd., a partner- 
ship between Mr. Willey and Mr. Broward Poppell. Mr. 
Poppell died September 20, 1959. 

He is a member of the Florida State Association of 
Insurance Agents, a member and past president of St. 
Lucie County Association of Insurance Agents, a di- 
rector of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of 
Commerce and a past member of the St. Lucie County 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. On August 12, 1959, he 
was appointed to the St. Lucie County Planning and 
Zoning Commission by the County Commissioners, but, 
due to the death of his partner in business, resigned 
from the Commission on October 30, 1959. 

Mr. Willey is a member and past Esquire of Elks 
#1520, a director of St. Lucie County Sandy Shoes 
Festival Committee, and served as County Chairman 
(1952-54) of St. Lucie County chapter of the American 
Cancer Society. He is a member of the Fort Pierce Post 
of the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, a past president and now director of Indian Hills 
Golf and Country Club, and a past director of the 
Pelican Yacht Club. In the First Methodist Church of 
Fort Pierce he has served on the official board of 
stewards. 

On February 12, 1948, at Fort Pierce, Lawrence Willey 
married Cora Lou Burgess, daughter of Perry and Helen 
(Noble) Burgess, who was born in New York April 8, 
1924. Her mother is an interior decorator in Fort 
Pierce. Mr. and Mrs. Willey have two children, both 
born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Helen Candace, born October 24, 1952. 

2. Lawrence Edgar, korn May 16, 1955. 

Mr. Willey’s main hobby is golf, but he also enjoys 


fishing. 


HARRY SAYLOR JENNINGS 


Among the agricultural and horticultural leaders of 
St. Lucie County, Harry Saylor Jennings of Fort Pierce 
is owner and operator of the Indian River Cut Flower 
Company, a chrysanthemum farm with a growing ca- 


pacity of about five acres, and is also a truck farmer, 
growing tomatoes primarily. In addition, he is president 
of Bre-Luc Corporation, a holding company in St. Lucie 
and Martin counties. 

He was born August 21, 1926, in Stuart, Florida, 
where his mother also was born, on November 11, 1900, 
and died on January 28, 1857. She was Mary Witham 
Jennings. Lane Hart Jennings, Harry’s father, was a 
civic leader of St. Lucie County for many years. Born 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, December 12, 1898, he was 
brought to Florida about 1900 by his parents, who set- 
tled at Walton in St. Lucie County. There he became 
a truck farmer and commercial fisherman. He served 
St. Lucie County as Commissioner for seventeen years 
and as chairman of the board four years, and was a 
member of the Florida State Association and the Na- 
tional Association of County Commissioners. Taking 
an intense interest in his job as commissioner, he spent 
many extra hours in the office and often acted as a 
buffer in the sessions of the Commission by his calm 
and friendly demeanor. He was also chairman for many 
years of the St. Lucie County Welfare Board, his pet 
project, and was instrumental in building the St. Lucie 
County Welfare Home. He was a member of the Luth- 
eran Church and a veteran of World War I. He died 
at the Veterans’ Hospital in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
where he was visiting with his wife, on March 25, 
1953. 

Harry S. Jennings graduated from St. Lucie County 
High School in 1944 and from the University of Florida 
in 1948 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration; then took postgraduate work at Florida 
State University for two years. From 1948 to 1953 he 
was with the Florida Industrial Commission in Talla- 
hassee as State Labor Economist, and for the next five 
years was Farm Replacement representative with the: 
same Commission at Fort Pierce. In 1958 he leased land 
in south St. Lucie County and began growing tomatoes, 
and in July, 1959, acquired the chrysanthemum farm, 
which now takes his full time. He ships flowers to both 
southern and northern markets. 

Mr. Jennings is a member of Martin County Flower 
Growers Association, Jensen Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce, and a director in a group that plans to establish 
a bank at Jensen in the near future. He is secretary of 
St. Lucie County Democratic Executive Committee and 
was an original member of the St. Lucie County Plan- 
ning and Zoning Board. Active in the Lions Club, he is 
a past president, director and treasurer, and is now 
zone chairman of the Fort Pierce area through North 
Palm Beach. He is a member of the Pelican Yacht Club 
and Jensen Beach Community Church. 

At Orlando, Florida, on August 8, 1948, Harry Saylor 
Jennings married Emily Strawn, who was born in 
Orlando, July 9, 1929, daughter of James Edward and 
Martha May (Elrod) Strawn. Her father was born in 
McDonough, Georgia, April 24, 1898; her mother in 
Griffin, Georgia, April 11, 1901. Both are living in Or- 
lando. Mrs. Jennings is active in the St. Lucie County 
Parent-Teacher Association and is first vice-president 
of Indian River Drive Garden Club, in which Mr. Jen- 
nings’ mother was a charter member. Three children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Jennings: 

1. Lane Edward, on July 7, 1949, at Tallahassee. 

2. Linda Kay, on August 20, 1955, at Fort Pierce. 

3. Lee Ann, on July 19, 1956, at Fort Pierce. 

Mr. Jennings’ great-grandfather, David O. Saylor, was 
one of the first to manufacture Portland cement in 
America. He organized the Saylor Portland Cement 


|227] 


1) ae ‘ 4 Lt fs 





‘ppeioniod pa ‘fons 

pbtialtT pratt ai ; aha i iA aod paw oll 
OO08T  toduevell fo oe p siddom eu! ord 
cert vie raw ot tone nat no Ball bere 
6 cow vedi@ ol eonkl j2uniteok beetl ocaind rareienes t 
rofl 2mey, yawns ae vino adgucd ae id aeheiol + nivig 
ape oA BSORL 2) -ecbhaaootl MacelvensreS jude! ai 
~ie oflw aie tmy eed yal Oe aude whirl oF Leaner rel 
winged sf ore? .xbaveD. aunt 12 of note W gy bald 
ree of? .cortrioviall latoweniwes Ty way Ard « 
nou, Issinevse sol witeuwentete’? a winteD saad 2% 
ony Gets comer ool beaded 614 40) ccraaiarl> ax bee 
0A att baw AolighioeesA init obi tol? ait? do ‘parhavon 
nnigey .zreecdeelnneaD vine ta Moital: ie }ertos! 


Hage od . veddiaalnciies mp dot ai ay textotdl oa7tatint a 
os buwtah nefie ‘bas estBe ont st aust en <a" FBT 
ethan aiff vd colteximenid oft 40 eavieee ot nt liad 


“odwel Fo) uartesalls oa cove 6, ov rigsraeb Gian hon 
fq pel ae ode Vapod gon.) Yo seh te caer 


‘ised geod embliud of talacre tiem enw hag sovforuy 
{yey watt Bo Cage i a ai oH Sedol! sxattoW yirwoO 

both T anv ww Yo aniaie xn bie aot  qurte 
damon jlo homgitl at Tetiy~olt “usgisiey oft ite 
S dyigif ao votive a ite yoilleiy taw Gil eiaitw 

eet 


pwihd newt 12 ro holanbedy xgamash 2 ere 

iat” bs wire aif scl bie Ml ni looied myitt 
noire py Cob aemioes 46 yore el ay Aw SPT, wi 
Piel 12 Atow olemiveryteoty Who) fod hole ana, 
REST oF GOD wot leben owl 4 airemen shite 
-gtinl dé neieiowul) ‘feriteohnl chee! ort iw. gow 
ov feet aol) cet Bee Serene total ale  OMRARE 
ei. shew aviseiiese tert. Je aeDRWOH avid asw pipey 


himl bezaid of SO0P fb verte! rot te sroiesitiioey one 
\@ Go horn organ yt) prior hha You) oton.t 9 tien nt 
art manera ot) bestipos 26eb glot ak bos 
: og Gowokl eqidhs GF. seit 114) etl cools: won doidw 


wresram radtnia bine ntuditios 
vowel) yinudD: dita te tediaore 4 at eur titiiond 47h 
ind Yo vidya ooselt (eens. uctinixeh vere) 
datclyits o: sefelq Saelt query s Of roloetll: & brian oosacn 
% vashyees ej oH woth aevaol? al mepiel, to Adee 
foe Govinda avileson sitamened wired? atu 1 
aneld enttoD oli 22 off lo edineny Tanigine me aw 
tLad duiD eweild oi af oveted band data bax goin 
wort 2 Bite -ouedent) hus sesetib wishiedigg beg 2 
Hii saved aan ontert tel oft fo amaitice anos 
dwt difaaY nesilos-ods to welerar sar oF dps 
oe orient’? dopa fteensl bins 
stead ways Ber 8 loge no eb et'd .obahiO tA. 
at anti gow, oily hgh 8 bates — 
Gus Ariweba somek Yount eB inl’, Jat 
fb mod caw teil aH awaite) bevy coll 
oi edton wel MS AS Tg d ateioeD. , wate on 
1 sh Didvil awe pes AGRE hh. Sigs aig 
pig pinot ip 6 oTMps He An ome | cae 
BRB a ncruati 





et 
oe ee ee eS ee * > 
Sadi edehaieh tod ected 

i, Uo. af ae es ie May-j 
ee t oF 
« epee Sued rat: a. P%; Wav 6a 


linet solved oll as a hoot 
ing . 


Noe ch ah oo eg ~<a '&. 
: 7 
























































ges See en rina 
soalert | al fiveab fee a ' 


ere pares U old rested od f 
agaiw vis huviooss Aan yoirion tnyil 
bowres off Asnniy Tore gol bre 
gett beri Miner 9 Bode por Shy ayn 
bled brs L@l Qf tedotoO mo xyhanreD ; 799 
tra At galnr2 qos ‘noe Is ow M6 soalag 
line (sivant’ nword-flow #6 aolfaol a 

_aib brie Iehelt WA ott bobrmwe daw oH ix 


“stan Yo ane ott iw 2eer cred enero it * 


yall W i waaqroe) snout off of ‘yaint 
Obl Yo YeM Sites shomimageb griqgite off ab B 
st oreo Se soneade lo aves! ana & Aco? ares 
QA sodmevet al cealoiqad yaiwollst oi” 
wid bet wbaval toornaW Yo weusnen ome 
woriaad eislf at bevdidnos bia ootel rot ata 
off bento of omit doutw ta (Rbet | Minas 
oveeued Ie nt taoge ne es YoregA Ti 4 
doirew .yonsue ont ofci triguod orf Seer pox ol 
-roxsreg #, bh vorgA HoqqeT brawoits ; 
(Mi Abs song awe OM bas yoliiW pergiatenreny 
REM! OS sedsusiqe? beih It 
Yo MoieinoreA att biol st! toysedmadn @ aka 
42 t© trebieong teeq bre todmour & apap VOCE 
ib » 2inepA sonswerl le noiteigonA oe 
to dita) awed sinul JA-s019iF NOT oft hi 
siotoD stow J2 orit lo yedesom Jeeq a bie oF 
oh SIRO Sl taagwA nO .satgntndD dia 
inte gotta xaateD sigud 42 oi od 
dnd , espotecieine) yrau0D edtnd mans 
beaver asoniawd i vendseg aid to dhaob, 6 
ROA OF r9doI0O no ra 
ald to wierd tesg bre sodarpm o.ab yall 
efot® ybure® ginwo) vidal t@ O° rofoatib, 8 
pannel s yleweD eo bowie baw .oassiona’ 
nastiomA oft io - codqucda eine) pious A ie 
taal sont 420% ett ls xadenot p al wt x er 
smiow't lo enexoisY oft baie t 
alli obibal le selonrth ' etary rs 
iets ee b 
Ww Moxa setbodioM tei 
w pons odd. 6 Bova a a 9 


¥ 

¥ 
cd 

Pi 


» 
a 
a 


¥ —, 8 10 pains 
fp Wap et «a 
4 bs 


THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Company in 1866 and a few years later discovered the 
process for manufacturing what he called anchor ce- 
ment. In 1873 the company began the manufacture 
of Portland cement, and was the first to produce it on 
a large scale. 


NIELS WILLIAM JORGENSEN 


A citrus grower and owner of a citrus nursery at 
White City, Niels William Jorgensen has the distinction 
of having been the first white boy to be born at White 
City after it was founded, and his father planted the 
first citrus trees there. Like his father, who served two 
or three terms as County Commissioner, Mr. Jorgensen 
has been serving St. Lucie County in that capacity for 
the past ten years, and is also active in many other 
civic and fraternal organizations. He has the unusual 
record of having served in the United States Navy for 
a total of twenty-one years, including three years in 
Haiti on loan to the Haitian Army. 

Mr. Jorgensen’s parents were born in Denmark: his 
father, Niels Christian Jorgensen, on November 16, 
1866; his mother, Annie Margaret Christensen, on April 
8, 1876. They came to White City from New Jersey 
about 1894. The senior Mr. Jorgensen was a farmer and 
citrus grower and served on the St. Lucie County 
School Board as well as on the Board of County Com- 
missioners, and was one of the founders of the Dutton 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. 

Born May 4, 1896, Niels William Jorgensen attended 
the public schools of White City and was ripe for mili- 
tary service when the United States entered World War 
I. Joining the Navy on May 22, 1917, at Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, he took training at the United States Marine Bar- 
racks, Washington, D.C., and at the United States Naval 
Hospital, Annapolis, Maryland. Having decided to make 
a career of the Navy, he was loaned to the Haitian 
government and was in Haiti from April, 1923, to May, 
1926. There he became a First Lieutenant in the Guarde 
de Haiti and was Adjutant of the Medical Department, 
in charge of the medical supply office. In October of 
1933 he transferred to the Fleet Reserve. Called back 
to active duty early in 1942, he served at the United 
States Naval Hospital at the Naval Air Station in Jack- 
sonville, Florida, until December 10, 1946, when he was 
retired with the rank of Chief Pharmacist’s Mate. 

White City was always home to Mr. Jorgensen, even 
while he was in the Navy. In 1922 he bought eight acres 


of land there, and set it in citrus trees in 1924. This 


original grove was sold and in 1933 he began planting 
another fifteen acres. He went into the citrus nursery 
business in 1948, opening Jorgensen Nursery at White 
City. This and the management of his own grove con- 
stitutes his business interest. 

In 1950 Mr. Jorgensen was elected to the St. Lucie 
County Commission and after serving two years was 
re-elected in 1952 and again in 1956 for four-year terms. 
He is now chairman of the Board of County Commis- 
sioners and has served several times in that capacity. 
He is a member of the Florida State Association and the 
National Association of County Commissioners. In 
connection with his work as commissioner he _ is 
a member of the Martin-St. Lucie Inlet and Bridge 
District Committee, chairman of the St. Lucie County 
Indigent Board, past chairman of the St. Lucie County 
Welfare Board, director of St. Lucie County Tubercu- 
losis Association, and past chairman of the Fort Pierce- 
St. Lucie County Fire Board. 


He is a member of the St. Lucie County Chamber of 
Commerce and of its Committee of 100; a member of 
Florida Citrus Mutual, Fort Pierce Citrus Growers Ex- 
change, and the Indian River Citrus League; a past 
director of the Florida Farm Bureau Association and 
a member of the Florida Anti-Mosquito Association; 
past president of the White City Improvement Club 
and of the White City Cemetery Association; a member 
of Elks Lodge #1520, Moose Lodge #248, both of Fort 
Pierce, and the Legion of the Moose #46 of Hollywood, 
Florida; of Masonic Lodge #87 of Fort Pierce, the Fort 
Pierce Shrine Club, and Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami; 
of Knights Templar Commandery #17 of Fort Pierce, 
Supreme Forest of Tall Cedars, Tyrian Council #36. He 
is an elder of the Dutton Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in White City. 

In military service organizations Mr. Jorgensen is a 
Shipmate in the Fleet Reserve Association, a member 
of Veterans of Foreign Wars, U. S. Barrack #499 and 
a “Cootie” (honorary V.F.W. degree) of Pup Tent #33; 
a member of Steven Gladwin Post #40 of the American 
Legion for 33 years, and of the Eugene V. Lisk Post 
#3064 of Fort Pierce. 

He was married in Sacramento, California, September 
21, 1920, to Beatrice Martha Elizabeth Hodge of Hodge- 
ville, Illinois, where she was born March 26, 1899, 
daughter of John William and Della (Randolph) Hodge. 
Her father was born in Hodgeville December 14, 1864, 
and died in Sacramento, California, December 13, 1944; 
her mother, born in Raum, Illinois, October 2, 1874, died 
in Sacramento December 14, 1943. The Hodges came 
to Florida in 1892 and had property on Merritt Island 
near Orchid in Brevard County, where they lived and 
farmed for a few years, returning to Illinois in 1899. 
They came back and settled at Fort Pierce, then known 
as Edgartown, where. Mr. Hodges was one of the first 
school teachers and was Superintendent of Schools in 
St. Lucie County from 1910 to 1918. He was a Mason. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jorgensen are the parents of four 
daughters: 


1. Helen Elizabeth, born April 3, 1922, in Sacramento, 
California, married Thomas B. Venne of Oakland, Cali- 
fornia. 

2. Dorothy Rosalind, born February 1, 1924, at Port 
au Prince, Haiti, married Harold Jones of Okeechobee, 
Florida. 

3. Joan Marie, born January 18, 192-, at Port au 
Prince, Haiti, married Eddie M. Jones, Jr., of South 
Carolina. 

4. Joyce Sybil, born February 4, 1930, at Agana, 
Guam, married W. R. Coman of Jacksonville, Florida. 

Aside from his work, Mr. Jorgensen enjoys fishing, 
hunting, and canasta. 


L. HERBERT KINCAID 


Founder and President of Arvida Groves Corporation 
and Arvida Fruit Company, L. Herbert Kincaid has 
been running his own business of one kind or another 
since he was in his teens, even while he was gaining 
knowledge and experience by working in a bank and 
as a stock and bond salesman. The range of his interests 
has covered cattle raising, real estate developing, con- 
struction, and citrus growing. 

Mr. Kincaid was born in Durham, North Carolina, 
December 3, 1901, son of Lloyd Kincaid, who was born 
in Leesburg, Virginia, January 26, 1872, and Eunice 
Paris (Markham) Kincaid, born in Durham, North Car- 
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olina, October 5, 1878. Both parents are living in Fort 
Pierce. The senior Mr. Kincaid is a retired banker. 

Herbert Kincaid received his early education in the 
public schools of Washington, D.C., and San Antonio, 
Texas, graduating from San Antonio High School in 
1916, and attended Randolph-Macon College at Ash- 
land, Virginia. He worked as assistant cashier in the 
Franklin National Bank, Washington, D.C., and then 
sold stocks and bonds. 

As early as 1920 he was interested in cattle and had a 
ranch near San Antonio, Texas, which was sold in 
1924, when he entered real estate developing in Miami. 
Before that he had been in the construction business 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. 


He became interested in citrus in 1932-33 and ac- 
quired groves in Lake County, the last of which was 
sold in 1942, when he moved to Fort Pierce. He devel- 
oped 500 acres of citrus groves in St. Lucie County 
which were sold to the Arvida Groves Corporation, 
when he founded that company with Mr. Arthur V. Da- 
vis; which company now owns and operates over 2,000 
acres of citrus in St. Lucie County. Having known Ar- 
thur Vining Davis for a long time, Mr. Kincaid set up 
the Arvida Groves Corporation in January, 1956, and 
the Arvida Fruit Company in September, 1956, and has 
headed these two companies as president since their 
beginning. Together they employ 150 to 160 people. In 
September, 1956, they purchased Fort Pierce Coopera- 
tive, a packing house capable of handling a half-million 
boxes of fruit in a season. The two corporations operate 
as independent growers and shippers, maintaining their 
own sales offices and shipping under their own labels, 
which are River Royal, River Gem, Golden Glow and 
Rite Flavor. 


Mr. Kincaid has various other corporate and partner- 
ship interests in South Florida. He is a member of 
Florida Citrus Mutual and assisted in.the organization 
of the St. Lucie County Farm Bureau, of which he was 
president for many years. He is a member of the board 
of trustees for the Constitution and Free Enterprise 
Foundation, New York City, a national board, and also 
serves as a member of the Florida Conference Board of 
Managers for the Conference of American Small Busi- 
ness Organizations, of Chicago, under the co-chairman- 
ship of Fred A. Hartley, Jr., co-author of the Taft- 
Hartley Labor law. He is a member of the Founders 
Club, Florida Sheriffs’ Boys Ranch, an early member 
of the Pelican Yacht Club, a member of the Methodist 
Church, and a Democrat in politics. Fishing and boat- 
ing are his preferred pastimes. 

At High Point, North Carolina, on March 17, 1927, 
Mr. Kincaid married Chat Starrette, daughter of Wil- 
liam T. and Lillian (Howard) Starrette, who was born 
May 25, 1904, in Charlotte, North Carolina. Until recent- 
ly she was very active in Garden Club work. 


WILLIAM GRAYSON PADRICK 


Elder son of the founder of Padrick Chevrolet in Fort 
Pierce, William Grayson Padrick (II) became president 
of this company in 1951, following the death of his 
father. He also is founder and owner of Fort Pierce 
Gas Company, Inc., a gas fuel and appliance business, 
and has a large ranch in Brevard County. He is promi- 
nent in automobile dealers and cattlemen’s associa- 
tions, in Chamber of Commerce and other civic activi- 
ties, and has an impressive record for service in World 
Il. 


Born in Henderson, North Carolina, March 2, 1916, 
he is a son of William Grayson and Norma (Jackson) 
Padrick, both natives of North Carolina. His father 
came to Jensen, Florida, in 1926 and to Fort Pierce in 
1928 and was in the garage business in both places. 
Padrick’s Garage in Fort Pierce became the Chevrolet 
agency in 1931. The senior Mr. Padrick also raised 
cattle and horses. 

The younger William Grayson Padrick began his edu- 
cation in the public schools of Henderson, North Caro- 
lina, and continued at Jensen, Stuart and Fort Pierce, 
Florida, graduating from Fort Pierce High School in 
1934. He then attended The Citadel at Charleston, 
South Carolina, and graduated with a Bachelor of Sci- 
ence degree in Business Administration in 1938. 

From 1938 to 1942 he ran an appliance business, 
Padrick Norge, in Fort Pierce. Late in 1938 he started 
a gas fuel (liquid petroleum) business which was con- 
tinued during his absence in military service, and in 
1950 this and his appliance business became Fort Pierce 
Gas Company, Inc. 

Entering the United States Army in February, 1942, 
he served with the 101st Airborne Division and took 
part in the D-Day landing in France, in the Battle of 
Bastogne, in Holland campaigns and other major battles. 
He was wounded and awarded the Purple Heart, the 
Bronze Star with two oak-leaf clusters, Presidential Ci- 
tation with oak-leaf cluster, and Infantryman’s Combat 
Badge, and was released from the Army in the fall of 
1845 with the rank of Captain. 

On his return from the service Mr. Padrick joined his 
father at Padrick Chevrolet and took over the presi- 
dency after his father’s death in 1951. His younger 
brother, Robert, is secretary-treasurer of the company. 

In 1951 William Padrick became the owner of the 
7,600-acre P-4 Ranch in Brevard County, where he is 
raising a commercial herd, crossing Hereford, Brahman 
and Angus cattle. The idea of this crossbreeding pro- 
gram is to take advantage of three hybrid vigor 
crossbreedings and by using the Red Angus to gain 
uniformity in the color of the herd, the ultimate ob- 
jective being to develop a strain of cattle most suitable 
to the Florida climate and conditions. Mr. Padrick has 
a Cessna Skylane which he uses to fly to his ranch, and 
recently flew to Oklahoma and Texas on cattle business 

He is a past president of the St. Lucie County Cattle- 
men’s Association, past director of Florida State Cattle- 
men’s Association, past president of Fort Pierce Auto- 
mobile Dealers Association, and past director of the 
Florida Automobile Dealers Association. A member oi 
the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of Com- 
merce for twenty-one years, he has been vice-president 
and director many times. He may be called the founder 
of the Sandy Shoes Festival, which was begun in 1955 
having “sold” the idea to the Chamber of Commerce 
the County Commissioners, and the St. Lucie County 
Cattlemen’s Association. He was a member of the St 
Lucie County Planning and Zoning Board from 1956 tc 
1959 and was chairman of the board most of that time 
also served on the Fort Pierce Planning and Zoning 
Board. He is past president of the Fort Pierce Mer- 
chants Association, past president of Fort Pierce Rotary 
and past president of Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County 
Junior Chamber of Commerce (1939-40). He is a mem- 
ber and past post commander of the Steven N. Gladwir 
American Legion Post, a member of Elks Lodge #152( 
of Fort Pierce, and a deacon of the First Presbyteriar 
Church of Fort Pierce, which his wife’s father helpec 
to establish. His favorite sport is hunting. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


At Blowing Rock, North Carolina, on July 31, 1940, 
William Grayson Padrick married Elouise Barry Sam- 
ple, who was born at Fort Pierce December 25, 1918, 
daughter of John McCoy and Mary Ann (Harris) Sam- 
ple. Her father was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
April 3, 1877, and died at Fort Pierce April 2, 1940; 
her mother was born at Chester, South Carolina, April 
15, 1885, and died at Fort Pierce July 27, 1959. They 
came to Fort Pierce from Rutherfordton, North Caro- 
lina, in 1910. Mr. Sample was a citrus grower and 
operated a wholesale grocery business under the name 
of East Coast Grocery Company. 

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Padrick are the parents 
of four children, all born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Elouise Barry Padrick, born November 4, 1942. 

2. William Grayson Padrick, III, born June 29, 1946. 

3. Cynthia Ann Padrick, born March 25, 1948. 

4. Mary Jane Padrick, born September 1, 1959. 


DON D. REED 


Don Reed has been in the automobile business since 
he finished school, and since 1952 has been a partner in 
Reed-Haughton Motors at Fort Pierce. He is also vice- 
president of Florida Import Cars, Inc., of Fort Pierce, 
whose business is selling all types of imported cars. At 
the present time he is chairman of the Florida Zone, 
Automobile Dealers Council, Pontiac Division, of Gen- 
eral Motors, and of the Southeastern Regional Pontiac 
Division of General Motors, and an alternate member of 
the National Council of Automobile Dealers, Pontiac 
Division, of General Motors. 

He was born in Harrisburg, Illinois, December 25, 
1912, son of Thomas Reed, a coal miner at Harrisburg, 
and Lillian May (Vaughn) Reed. His father was born 
near Clay, Kentucky, September 4, 1884, his mother in 
1888, and both died at Harrisburg, Illinois; his father 
on September 19, 1955, his mother in 1928. ° 

Don Reed graduated from Harrisburg High School in 
1928 and from Pan-American Business College, Miami, 
in 1932. He worked for the Oakland Division of General 
Motors at Pontiac, Michigan, in motor assembly; then 
for Waggoners Service Station in Chicago for about a 
year. Coming to Miami early in 1930, he was employed 
by Table Supply Stores as a truck driver and worked 
up to general manager of the company. He left this 
company in 1942 to establish Miami Motors at 166 North- 
west 36th Street, Miami, and operated that business for 
two years; then opened Regil Motors with R. E. Gilmore 
and continued in that partnership for eight years. 

In 1952 Mr. Reed and E. D. Haughton formed a part- 
nership and purchased Bass Motor Company, a Pon- 
tiac-Cadillac agency at Fort Pierce, and changed the 
name to Reed-Haughton Motors. This business has 
grown with the community and more than tripled since 
1952, now employing fifty people. Florida Import Cars, 
Inc., of Fort Pierce, was organized in 1956 by Ralph 
Horning, Jr., who is president, with Don Reed as vice- 
president and E. D. Haughton as secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. Reed is a stockholder in The Commercial Bank 
at Fort Pierce. Appointed to the St. Lucie County Port 
Authority in 1953 by the County Commissioners, he 
served until 1954. He is past chairman of the Under- 
privileged Children’s Commitee of the Fort Pierce 
Kiwanis Club and past chairman of the Disaster Com- 
mittee of the St. Lucie County chapter of the American 
Red Cross; a member of Elks Lodge #1520 of Fort 
Pierce, the Pelican Yacht Club, and the Methodist 


Church. He enjoys boating and most sports and has re- 

fereed many of the fights held in Miami and Fort Pierce 

a served as a judge of professional and Golden Gloves 
ghts. 

At Fort Lauderdale on December 25, 1932, Don D. 
Reed married Lillian Beatrice Vaughn, who was born 
in Augusta, Georgia, September 5, 1914, daughter of 
James F. Vaughn, a retiredattorney at Miami, and Mary 
(Laughton) Vaughn. The family came to Miami about 
1915. Mrs. Reed is active in the Woman’s Club of Fort 
Pierce and in the Visiting Nurse Association. 

A son, Richard Barrie Reed, was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Don D. Reed in Miami on March 28, 1935. He is a grad- 
uate of Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, and General 
Motors Institute, Flint, Michigan, and is now employed 
at Reed-Haughton Motors. He married Carol Luffbur- 
row of Macon, Georgia, and they have a son, Richard 
Barrie Reed, II. 


HOYT CAMPBELL MURPHY 


Hoyt Campbell Murphy came to Fort Pierce in 1946 
and was in the hotel business until 1948, when he entered 
the real estate business. He now has six branch offices 
on the East Coast of Florida and employs fifty-two per- 
sons. 

His father, Thomas Maynard Murphy, was born in 
North Carolina and died in 1936 in Cleveland, Tennes- 
see, where he was a farmer; his mother, Florence 
(Haney) Murphy, was born at Charleston, Tennessee, 
November 13, 1877, and is living in Fort Pierce. 

Hoyt Murphy graduated from Bradley High School, 
Cleveland, Tennessee, in 1931, attended Bob Jones Col- 
lege at Cleveland and Bryan University at Dayton, 
Tennessee, and graduated from the University of Ten- 
nessee at Knoxville in 1935 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree, returning there for postgraduate work. For 
seven years, 1935 to 1942, he was Principal of Chilcutt 
Junior High School in Bradley County, Tennessee. Dur- 
ing World War II he served the United States Govern- 
ment as foreman of the Ordnance Department of 
Hercules Powder Company, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
After that he was manufacturer’s representative for 
several furniture companies until April, 1946, when he 
came to Fort Pierce, Florida, and went into the hotel 
business. He became a real estate broker in 1948 and 
now, besides his main office in Fort Pierce, has two 
other offices there and branch offices at Jensen Beach, 
Stuart, Vero Beach, and one in Brevard County. In 1955 
he purchased the Holiday Hotel, located on Fort Pierce 
Beach, and changed the name to Holiday Beach Motel. 

Mr. Murphy is a member of the local, state and na- 
tional realtors associations, past president of Fort 
Pierce Board of Realtors, past president of Fort Pierce- 
St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce, a member of 
Fort Pierce Rotary Club, Elks Lodge #1520, the Pelican 
Yacht Club and the First Methodist Church of Fort 
Pierce. A Democrat, he was a member of the Finance 
Committee for Governor LeRoy Collins’ gubernatorial 
campaign and was also active in the campaign of Gov- 
ernor Dan McCarty. In his leisure time he enjoys fishing, 
hunting and swimming. 

Mr. Murphy was married in Fort Pierce September 
24, 1955, to Dorothy Elizabeth Caprioglio, daughter of 
Prospero and Gemma Caprioglio. They have two chil- 
dren, born in Fort Pierce: Margaret Anita (Peggy), 
born January 20, 1957; Hoyt Campbell Murphy, Jr., 
born October 29, 1959. 
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WARREN WILLIAM CLAUSEN 


A most prominent merchant and citizen of Fort Pierce 
is Warren William Clausen. His best known business 
enterprise in Fort Pierce is the Farm Supply Head- 
quarters, of which he is part-owner. 

Warren William Clausen was born in Chebanse, IIli- 
nois, June 22, 1922, son of William Clausen and Vernal 
Irene Rosendahl. His father, a grain farmer and livestock 
raiser at Chebanse and Martinton, was born January 
31, 1892, in Cook County, Illinois, and died July 8, 1950, 


in Martinton, where his wife, born February 26, 1894, - 


in Ashkum, Illinois, now resides. 

After graduating from Chebanse High School in 1938, 
he attended Ohio State University until June, 1942, 
where he became a member of the Alpha Zeta honorary 
fraternity. In June of this same year he entered the 
United States Air Force as an instructor and was dis- 
charged December 22, 1945, with the rank of staff ser- 
geant. It was at this time that he returned to his birth- 
place to farm the family land in Chebanse. 

On June 30, 1943, he married Phyllis Mae McKee, 
daughter of Herbert LeRoy McKee and Henrietta Skin- 
ner, in Kankakee, Illinois, the place of her birth in 
December of 1921. ; 

After selling his interests in Chebanse, Mr. Clausen 
moved to Fort Pierce, Florida, in 1951. He first was 
employed in Fort Pierce by the NACO Implement Com- 
pany as a salesman. Later, in September of 1952, he 
became manager of the Farm Supply Headquarters. At 
the present time Mr. Clausen owns one-third interest in 
the Farm Supply Headquarters. 

Earlier in March, 1952, he had purchased about two 
hundred acres of land on Orange Avenue in the Kings 
Highway District. This was a commercial cattle opera- 
tion and was sold in 1957. 

Mr. Clausen is an active member of the Lions Club 
and Elks Lodge #1520 in Fort Pierce. In the past he was 
president of the St. Lucie County Cattle Association. 
He and his wife are also interested in the St. Lucie 
Junior High School P.T.A., of which Mr .Clausen was 
president in 1959. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clausen have two children both born 
in Kankakee, Illinois. They are: 

1. Paula Diane Clausen, born August 7, 1947. 

2. Marsha Christine Clausen, born August 31, 1950. 


THOMAS A. SCOTT 


A retired citrus grower and shipper of St. Lucie 
County, Thomas A. Scott had the first and only tiled 
groves in this part of Florida. The tile, designed to con- 
trol the irrigation of the citrus trees, was placed four 
feet underground. From his packing house in White 
City Mr. Scott used to ship fifty to sixty thousand mail- 
order packages of gift fruit in a season. 

Son of John Scott, a farmer in Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania, and Mary (Harmey) Scott, he was born 
at Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania, April 1, 1890, and was 
educated in the public schools of Chester, Pennsylvania. 
About 1908 to 1910 he played pitcher in Class C baseball 
in the Tri-State League for Trenton, New Jersey, and 
for Camden, New Jersey, an independent team, and 
other independent teams until about 1913. When his 
father retired, Thomas took over the operation of the 
farm in Pennsylvania. 

After World War I he and his brother-in-law, F. .S. 
Younghusband, came to Florida and settled at Ankona 


in St. Lucie County. They grew pineapples up to 1928, 
when they planted 200 acres of citrus groves and experi- 
mented with tile as an aid to irrigation. Their packing 
house at White City, eight miles south of Fort Pierce, 
now on highway U.S. 1, was built in 1926. Mr. Scott 
retired in 1951 and sold the groves and the packing 
house. Since then he is occupied mainly with the land- 
scaping of his home property on South Indian River 
Drive. 

Mr. Scott is a Democrat in politics, a member of Elks 
Lodge #1520 of Fort Pierce, and of St. Anastasia Catholic 
Church. Mrs. Scott is active in St. Anastasia’s Catholic 
Woman’s Club. As Mary Delores Murphy, daughter of 
Edward and Bridget (Monigle) Murphy, she was born 
in Wilmington, Delaware, October 17, 1896. The Scotts 
were married in Chester, Pennsylvania, December 26, 
1923. They have three children, all born in Chester, 
Pennsylvania. 

Thomas A. Scott, Jr., born October 12, 1924, is a grad- 
uate of Villanova University, Pennsylvania, and the 
University of Florida, where he received a Master of 
Bacteriology degree. In 1953 he opened Scott Medical 
Laboratory in Fort Pierce. He is active in the Fort 
Pierce Knights of Columbus. 

Mary Jane Scott, born March 5, 1934, is a dental 
hygienist in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Joseph Harmey Scott, born March 27, 1938, is in busi- 
ness in Miami, Florida. 


JOE H. WICKHAM 


Founder and president of Wickham and Jessup Con- 
struction Company of Eau Gallie, Joe H. Wickham has 
been in the construction business since 1934. He is also 
one of the founders and a director of Eau Gallie Fed- 
eral Savings and Loan Association and has served as 
County Commissioner of Brevard County, District Five, 
since 1952, as well as being active in many civic and 
social organizations. 

He was born at Ames, Iowa, December 20, 1911, son 
of Dora (Rich) Wickham, (who also was born in Ames, 
Iowa, and lives in Eau Gallie), and of John Quincy 
Wickham, whose family were early settlers of Iowa. He 
was born at Zearing in that state and died at St. Au- 
gustine, Florida. He was a civil engineer and came to 
Florida to look at some property in Melbourne which 
he had bought “sight unseen.” He worked with Mel- 
bourne-Tillman Drainage District as a civil engineer, 
did contracting and engineering work for many years, 
and was City Engineer of Eau Gallie. 

After graduation from Eau Gallie High School, Joe 
Wickham worked with the United States Coast and 
Geodetic Survey Department as an instrument man. 
About 1934 he began working in the construction bus- 
iness and in 1936 was a partner in Guerin Construction 
Company. In 1940 with H. N. Jessup he formed the 
Wickham and Jessup Construction Company, which was 
later disbanded. Mr. Wickham was Superintendent of 
Construction at Melbourne Air Station when he entered 
the Navy in the winter of 1942. Commissioned a War- 
rant Officer at Melbourne, he was a construction officer 
with the Seabee Battalion in the South Pacific during 
World War II and was severely burned in a plane crash 
on Emiru Island, north of the Solomon Islands. He wa: 
released from the service in December, 1945, with the 
rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade. 

Returing to Melbourne, in January, 1946, he reestab- 
lished Wickham and Jessup Construction Company. Mr. 
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Jessup died in 1956 and his son, H. W. Jessup, joined 
the firm following his graduation from the University 
of Kansas. The company does residential and industrial 
construction and employs about twenty people. 

Mr. Wickham is a member of the Brevard Contractors 
Association, a charter member of Florida Sheriffs Asso- 
ciation, a charter member of Melbourne Elks Lodge 
and Melbourne Lions Club, a member of Florida Asso- 
ciation of County Commissioners, and vice-chairman 
of the County Commissioners of Brevard County, in 
which he is serving his third term. He was Fire Chief 
of Eau Gallie Fire Department and a member of the 
Fire Department for approximately thirty years. From 
1947 to 1952 he served as a City Councilman of Eau 
Gallie. He was first commander of J. W. Mathers Post 
of the American Legion at Eau Gallie and is a member 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Disabled 
American Veterans Melbourne Chapter #32. He belongs 
to Masonic Lodge #143 of Melbourne, Bahia Temple 
Shrine, Lake Worth Consistory, Melbourne Shrine Club, 
and the Sojourners Missile Test Range Chapter #366, 
a Masonic body. He is a past president of the Melbourne 
Music Association. At the First Methodist Church of 
Eau Gallie he was choir director and a member of the 
Board of Trustees for many years. He holds a private 
pilot’s license and enjoys flying and swimming as recre- 
ation. 

At Lanark, Illinois, on March 17, 1946, Joe Wickham 
married Bernice Fry, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Fry, who was born in Polo, Illinois, July 19, 1913. 
They have two sons, both born in Eau Gallie: John Lee 
Wickham, born November 16, 1947; David Louis Wick- 
ham, born December 24, 1950. 


IRA MALCOLM McALPIN, JR. 


A native of the West Coast of Florida, Ira Malcolm 
McAlpin, Jr., has been a Certified Public Accountant 
in Fort Pierce since 1949, and is now president of the 
East Coast Chapter of the Florida Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. His father, Ira Malcolm McAlpin, 
Sr., has been teaching in Florida schools for the past 
twenty-five years; most of that time in Plant City, 
where he now teaches at the municipal high school. 

The senior Mr. McAlpin was born in Mayo, Florida, 
August 18, 1895. As Lenora Haicher, his wife was born 
at Mayo in Lafayette County March 8, 1897, and at Mayo, 
also, Ira Jr., was born on August 19, 1918. He graduated 
from Plant City High School in 1935 and from the Uni- 
versity of Florida in 1942 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business Adminstration. At the university he 
became a member of Theta Chi social fraternity. 

World War II being in progress when he graduated 
from college, Ira McAlpin, Jr., entered the United 
States Army in August, 1942, and the following month 
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. He served with the 633rd Tank Destroyer 
Battalion in the United States until June, 1944, then 
with the 44th Field Artillery Battalion of the Fourth In- 
fantry Division in France and Germany. Wounded in 
the Hurtgen Forest in Germany in November, 1944, he 
was awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star and 
was hospitalized until February, 1945. He then returned 
to his unit and to the United States in July, 1945, and 
was separated from the Army with the rank of Captain. 

Upon his return to civilian life, Mr. McAlpin was em- 
ployed as a bookkeeper by Prosser Fruit Company at 
Plant City for about a year. In January, 1947, he joined 


the C.P.A. firm of Pentland and Gray at Sanford, 
Florida, as a junior accountant, and two years later 
came to Fort Pierce as a partner in the accounting firm 
of Choate and McAlpin. Mr. Choate left the firm in 1951 
and Mr. McAlpin continued his practice alone until 
July 1, 1958. At that time C. B. Ripley became his partner 
and the firm name becamg McAlpin and Ripley. 

Mr. McAlpin is a member of the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants and of the Florida In- 
stitute, now president of the East Coast chapter; a mem- 
ber of Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of Com- 
merce, and is on the Advisory Committee of the Indian 
River Junior College. He is a Democrat in politics, a 
Mason of Fort Pierce Lodge #87 and Tampa Consistory, 
past president of the Fort Pierce Lions Club, a member 
of Elks Lodge #1520, American Legion Post #40 (Steven 
N. Gladwin), and the Pelican Yacht Club. Fishing and 
boating are his preferred recreations. He is a deacon of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Fort Pierce, in which 
his wife teaches first grade Sunday School. 

Mrs. McAlpin was Jennie Haddix, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alex Haddix, and was born in Richmond, 
Kentucky, July 15, 1921. She married Ira McAlpin, Jr., 
at Brandon, Florida, August 19, 1950. They now have 
three children, all born in Fort Pierce: Ann Karen on 
November 14, 1953, Betty Kay on May 1, 1957, and 
David Brian on September 29, 1958. 


ERROL SHIPPEN WILLES 


Senior member of the law firm of Willes and Bittan 
of Fort Pierce, Errol S. Willes has been practicing law 
on the East Coast of Florida for the past thirty years, 
most of that time in Fort Pierce, and is now president 
of St. Lucie County Bar Association. He has served as 
attorney for the St. Lucie County School Board since 
1941 and as City Attorney of Fort Pierce since 1952. 

Mr. Willes’ father, Frederick William Willes, was 
one of the pioneer English settlers of Florida and an 
influential citizen of the East Coast. Born in Wolwich, 
England, April 7, 1872, he came to Lady Lake, Florida, 
an English settlement in Lake County, in the year 1886 
and moved to Jensen in 1890. He was an extensive pine- 
apple grower, citrus grower and truck farmer in St. 
Lucie County. He helped build All Saints Episcopal 
Church at Jensen and was one of the founders of 
Planters Bank there, which in 1898 was moved to Fort 
Pierce and became the St. Lucie County Bank. He 
was a charter member of Gilbert’s Bar Yacht Club 
and the Midrivers Country Club on Sewalls Point. 
Frederick Willes died at Stuart, Florida, November 29, 
1937. His wife, who was Elizabeth Grace Dunn, born 
March 12, 1876, at Shenandoah, Pennsylvania, died at 
West Palm Beach December 27, 1947. 

Born at Jensen, Florida, October 8, 1907, Erroll Ship- 
pen Willes received his early education in Jensen public 
school and graduated from Stuart High School in June, 
1925. In June, 1930, he received an LL.B. degree from 
the University of Florida and opened his law practice 
in Stuart. After a short while there he moved to Fort 
Pierce and continued to practice his profession singly 
until October of 1950, when Benjamin A. Bittan became 
a partner and the law firm of Willes and Bittan was 
formed. 

Mr. Willes practices in all state courts and in the 
United States District Courts. Now president of the 
St. Lucie County Bar Association, he is also a member 
of the Florida Bar and the American Bar Association; 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


a member of Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber 
of Commerce and a charter member of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. He is a charter member and 
past president of Fort Pierce Lions Club, past secretary 
of Moose Lodge #248, and twice past Exalted Ruler of 
Elks Lodge #1520—the only present member of the 
lodge to be so honored. He is also an Oddfellow and a 
Woodman of the World. A member of the Executive 
Board of the Diocese of South Florida of the Episcopal 
Church, he has been Junior and Senior Warden of St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church and chairman of the build- 
ing committee that built the present church, 

He was married at St. Andrew’s Church in Fort 
Pierce on October 15, 1932, to Marjorie Tylander, who 
was born in Fort Pierce February 26, 1912, daughter 
of William Emanuel and Minerva (Cook) Tylander. 
Her mother was born in Conway, Massachusetts, and 
died at Fort Pierce in May, 1935. Her father was born 
in Chicago, Illinois, November 1, 1877, and came to 
Florida before the turn of the century. He graduated 
from Stetson University and was an organizer of the 
East Coast Lumber and Supply Company of Fort Pierce, 
which has branches in several other cities, and of Dade 
Lumber Company of Miami, Tylander, Inc. of West 
Palm Beach, and Tylander Lumber Company of Fort 
Pierce. He was instrumental in founding the First 
Federal Savings and Loan Association of Fort Pierce, 
which he serves as president; is a Rotarian, Mason 
and Shriner, and has been very active all his life in St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Errol S. Willes are the parents of two 
children, born at Fort Pierce: 

1. Richard Errol Willes, born April 4, 1934, graduated 
from the U. S. Naval Academy and is now a Lieutenant 
in the U. S. Air Force, stationed at Laredo, Texas. He 
married Jo Ellen Peacock of Jacksonville. 

2. William Frederick Willes, born October 4, 1939, is 
now (1959) a junior at Washington and Lee University, 
Lexington, Virginia. 


CHARLES R. P. BROWN 


Prominent in legal circles in Fort Pierce, Charles R. 
P. Brown has been in practice there since 1946 and is 
now serving his second term as Assistant State Attorney 
of the Ninth Judicial Circuit. Mr. Brown also plays a 
leading role in the civic life of Fort Pierce. 

Born at Pikesville, Maryland, October 23, 1916, he is 
a son of Charles R. P. Brown, Sr., and Mary Welsh 
Howard Rhodes, both natives of Maryland, where his 
father was born June 13, 1881, and his mother on July 
8, 1882. His father came to Florida to buy citrus as a 
commission broker. He died in Pikesville in July, 1925. 
Mrs. Brown died at Fort Pierce in May of 1956. 

The education of Charles Brown, Jr., was begun in 
the town of his birth and continued in Orlando, Florida, 
where he graduated from high school in 1935. Going on 
to the University of Florida he graduated in 1939 with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Adminstra- 
tion, and after two more years of study in the College 
of Law received his LL.B. degree with honors, having 
the second highest rating in his class. He was a member 
of the Florida Blue Key, the Phi Kappa Phi scholastic 
fraternity*and the Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity, of 
which he was historian. 

In August of 1941, Mr. Brown began to practice law 
in Orlando as an associate in the firm of Tilden and 
Hays. On October 9, 1942, he entered the United States 


Army Air Corps and served in the India-China Wing 
of the Air Transport Command at Jorhat, India. Having 
applied for Officers Candidate School, he was commis- 
sioned a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artillery in 
July, 1945, and served until April 1, 1946, at which 
time he went on inactive status. His reserve unit, the 
492nd Aerial Photo Interpreter Team, was recalled to 
service in September, 1950, and served with the First 
Division, G-2 Section, in Germany. He was finally re- 
leased from the Army in January, 1952, with the rank 
of First Lieutenant. 

Upon his first return from the Army, Mr. Brown came 
to Fort Pierce and in April, 1946, entered into partner- 
ship with John Moore McCarty. On September 19, 1957, 
Mr. McCarty was appointed Circuit Judge, and Mr. 
Brown then formed a partnership with Byron T. Cook- 
sey, who had been an associate in the firm of McCarty 
and Brown for the previous two years. 

In February of 1953, Mr. Brown became Administra- 
tive Assistant to the late Governor Dan McCarty while 
the latter was governor. He was appointed Judge of the 
Municipal Court of Fort Pierce in the fall of 1953 and 
served until he resigned in June, 1955. Appointed As- 
sistant State Attorney of the Ninth Judicial Circuit 
July 31, 1955, and reappointed by Governor Collins in 
July, 1959, he is now serving in this office. In October, 
1958, he was appointed to the City Planning Board of 
Fort Pierce by the County Commissioners. 

A member of the American Bar Association as well 
as the state and local bars, he is a past member of the 
Board of Governors of The Florida Bar and a past 
president of St. Lucie County Bar Association. He is also 
a past president of the Fort Pierce Junior Chamber of 
Commerce and of the Fort Pierce Kiwanis Club; a direc- 
tor of the Fort Pierce Memorial Hospital, past director 
of St. Lucie County Chapter of the American Red Cross, 
and has served as fund chairman of St. Lucie County 
March of Dimes and the St. Lucie County Cancer Cru- 
sade. He holds membership in the American Legion, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Indian Hills Golf and 
Country Club, the Alumni of the University of Florida 
and Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity. At St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church he is a member of the vestry. For re- 
laxation he enjoys hunting and fishing. 

Charles R. P. Brown was married at Fort Pierce on 
August 16, 1950, to Jean Mustaine, daughter of Charles 
Donald and Florence (White) Mustaine, who was born 
at Fort Pierce July 31, 1925. She is a member of the 
Singers Seminar, a Fort Pierce group which presents 
concerts twice a year; also a member of the choral group 
of the Sandy Shoes Festival and has sung with this 
group since the festival started. She is very.active in 
church affairs, particularly choral work. 

The Browns have three children, all born in Fort 
Pierce: 

1. Suzanne LaClaire Brown, born June 23, 1944. 

2. Charles R. P. Brown III, born February 28, 1955. 

3. Donald Welsh Brown, born July 21, 1956. 


WALTER PETERSON 


In April of 1900, an immigrant Swedish boy of seven- 
teen arrived in Belleville, New Jersey, and went to 
work as coachman and gardner for a Dr. Skinner. 
Today he is a director of two banks in Fort Pierce; 
owns forty acres of citrus grove; can look back to fifty 
years in the fishing business on Florida’s east coast; 
and is winding up thirty years as a distributor for the 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


American Oil Company, having been with that com- 
pany in Florida longer than all but one man. 

Walter Peterson, son of Peter John, a farmer, and 
Hanna Olson Peterson, was born at Jemjo, near Karls- 
krona, Sweden, November 21, 1882. He finished high 
school at Jemjo before embarking for America. 

About 1903 he came to Fort Pierce, Florida, and got 
started in the fishing business. By 1911 he had a fleet 
of six boats and began operating a wholesale fish busi- 
ness under his own name, the Walter Peterson Fish 
Company. His fleet increased through the years until, 
about 1930, it had reached the size of 52 boats. This 
large fishing fleet Mr. Peterson continued to operate for 
another twenty-three years, finally selling it in 1953. 
The property occupied by his fish business he sold to 
the City of Fort Pierce for parking space. 

In April of 1930, Mr. Peterson was appointed distrib- 
utor for the Pan American Petroleum Corporation, now 
the American Oil Company, and he still holds this 
agency. He bought his first ten acres of citrus grove in 
1917 and planted twenty more acres, all of which was 
eventually sold. Then he bought forty-five acres on 
Orange Avenue Extension and in time added another 
twenty-five acres, which he has planted. He is a mem- 
ber of Florida Citrus Mutual, and his wife, who also 
has a grove, is a member of Fort Pierce Growers Associ- 
ation. 


From about 1930 to 1946 Mr. Peterson served the City 
of Fort Pierce as Commissioner. He is a director of the 
Florida Bank and director and vice-president of the 
First Federal Savings and Loan Association, both of 
Fort Pierce; also a past director of the Fort Pierce-St. 
Lucie County Chamber of Comerce, an honorary mem- 
ber of the Florida Sheriff's Association, a life member 
of Fort Pierce Memorial Hospital Association, and a 
charter member of Elks Lodge #1520 which he served 
as trustee for fifteen years. A Mason, he is a member of 
Fort Pierce Lodge #87, Mahi Temple Shrine of Miami 
and Fort Pierce Shrine Club; also a member of the 
First Methodist Church of Fort Pierce and the Pelican 
Yacht Club. 

Mr. Peterson was first married in Brooklyn, New 
York, on September 21, 1912, to Marie Swenson, now 
deceased. Their daughter, Ethel Marie, was born August 
21, 1913, at Fort Pierce. She married Harry James Kick- 
liter, State Senator from the Ninth District of Florida, 
and they have a son, Harry James Kickliter, Jr. 

On July 21, 1928, at Fort Pierce, Mr. Peterson married 
Vida Bean, daughter of Charles H. and Isabella (Phil- 
lips) Bean, who was born June 3, 1894, in West Virginia. 
Mrs. Peterson is a member of the Anna Miller Circle 
of the local Elks Lodge and the Rebecca Lodge of the 
Order of Oddfellows at Fort Pierce. 


BURGESS ELLIOTT ALDERMAN 


The names of Alderman, Hollingsworth, Parker, 
Blount, and Willingham are bound up with the history 
of pioneer days in Florida. About 1850 James Alderman, 
grandfather of Burgess Elliott, moved from Thomas 
County, Georgia, to Hillsborough County, Florida, and 
settled on the Big Alafia River, where he became a 
large landowner and cattleman, owning over 30,000 
head of cattle on the open range. He was an influential 
citizen and his large family became prominent and 
worthy men and women throughout Florida. In 1956 
Burgess Elliott Alderman was presented with a plaque 


by the St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s Association, which 
reads: 
“To B. E. Alderman, pioneer cattleman for fifty years, 
in recognition of his contribution to the cattle in- 
dustry.” 
But actually in this year Mr. Alderman can look back 
to seventy years of handling cattle, for he started in as 
a cowboy at the age of twelve, and he is now eighty-two. 
He was born at Pine Level, DeSoto County, Florida, 
on August 6, 1877. His father, William Alderman, was 
born in Thomas County, Georgia, in 1838, and died at 
Micco Bluff on the Kissimmee River, Florida, about 
1878. He was a cattleman in the Alafia River section of 
Hillsborough County. B. E.’s mother was Martha Jane 
Hollingsworth. The name of Hollingsworth appears on 
the muster rolls of the Seminole War in the Fort Meade 
district about 1856. Martha Jane Alderman died at Bas- 
singer, Florida, December 23, 1929. 


B. E. Alderman received his early education in a 
one-room schoolhouse in Arcadia, taught by a Mr. 
Bogges, another pioneer name in Florida’s history. One 
of his earliest jobs was setting out citrus groves for 
George Rogers. At the age of twelve he came to Bas- 
singer and worked as a cowboy for various cattlemen. 
Twenty years later, in 1909, he moved to Fort Pierce and 
continued to work as a cowboy for the East Coast 
Cattle Company for another nine years. About 1918 he 
became an independent operator in the cattle business. 


In 1936, Mr. Alderman bought 9,000 acres for a ranch 
in Okeechobee and St. Lucie counties. Known as the 
Alderman Ranch, it is now operated by his son and 
two daughters. Their brand is U.L. and they raise com- 
mercial cattle, Florida bred mixed with Hereford and 
some Shorthorns, which are sold at private sales and at 
the Okeechobee Livestock Auction Market. The family 
also has citrus groves in St. Lucie County. 

At Bassinger on March 24, 1901, Burgess Elliott Alder- 
man married Dollie Lee Parker, who was born at 
Whittier, now Kenansville, in Osceola County, on May 
19, 1882. Her father, Reddin Blount Parker, was born 
near Bartow February 29, 1848, and died in Osceola 
County February 18, 1891. Her mother, Ellen Willing- 
ham, was born at Fort Meade May 14, 1851, and died at 
Fort Pierce March 8, 1933. 

Reddin Blount Parker, Sr., son of Streaty Parker 
and Mary Blount, married Ellen Willingham, daughter 
of William and Annie Hilliard Willingham, at Fort 
Meade, Florida, on August 7, 1868. They lived in Bartow 
until 1879, when Mr. Parker moved his family and cattle 
to Osceola County and started a ranch and farm be- 
tween Lake Jackson and Lake Marian. He drove his beef 
cattle to Tampa, 200 miles, and shipped them to Cuba 
and other sea ports. He lived on his ranch and farm 
until his death in 1891. It has been sold many times but 
is still called the Parker place. 

The children of R. B. and Ellen (Willingham) Parker 
were: 

1. Bertha Parker Walker, born October 28, 1871, at 
Bartow; died March 4, 1939, at Okeechobee. 

2. Jack Marion Parker, born June 6, 1878, at Bartow; 
died November 1, 1952, at Fort Pierce. 

3. Dollie Parker Alderman, born May 19, 1882, at 
Whittier (Kenansville); living in Fort Pierce. 

4. Annie Letitia Parker Daughtry, born November 5, 
1885, in Osceola County; living at Indiantown, Martin 
County. 

5. Reddin Blount Parker, Jr., born February 17, 1889, 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


in Osceola County; died December 12, 1940, at Fort 
Pierce. 

When they were married Mr. Alderman brought 
lumber for the house they were to build at Fort Bas- 
singer, by two yoke of oxen and a wagon, from Fort 
Drum to Bassinger. The house is still standing. The 
Aldermans celebrated their 59th wedding anniversary 
on March 24, 1960. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Alder- 
man: 

1. Burgess Elliott, Jr., born at Bassinger on March 22, 
1903, married Frances Allen of Jacksonville, and they 
have two children, James E. and Linda Joyce (Alder- 
man) DeLoney. 

2. Thekla Ellen (Alderman) Sauls, born April 11, 1905, 
at Bassinger, married Bertram Sauls of Jacksonville 
Beach. They have a son, Leslie. Leslie and Saundra 
Sauls have a daughter, Cindy Louellen. 

3. Leslie Leon Alderman, born at Bassinger Septem- 
ber 20, 1907, died at Fort Pierce April 4, 1924. 

4. Jane Ernestine (Alderman) Van Landingham, born 
April 5, 1915, at Fort Pierce, married Samuel Pierre Van 
Landingham of Fort Pierce. They have two sons, Kyle 
and Larue. 

Both Mr. Alderman, Sr., and his son, Elliott, are 
members of St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s Association 
and of Florida Citrus Mutual and Fort Pierce Growers 
Association. Elliott is a member of St. Lucie County 
Farm Bureau. For several years he was Superintendent 
of Mail at the Post Office in Fort Pierce. Both father and 
son are Democrats and members of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

The following obituary notices are of interest to the 
Alderman and Carlton families. Their inclusion was re- 
quested by Mrs. B. E. Alderman, Sr. 


“We are pained to chronicle the death of one of 
Osceola county’s most prominent and respected citi- 
zens, the late William Alderman, who died at the home 
of his son, D. L. Alderman, at Fort Bassinger on Mon- 
day, January 30, 1893. Mr. Alderman had been several 
months suffering with lung troubles, and recently 
dropsy of the heart which was the immediate cause 
of his death. Mr. Alderman settled on the Kissimmee 
River several years ago where he was largely engaged 
in the cattle business, and by close attention and 
honorable dealings he had become one of the largest 
cattle owners in South Florida. To the afflicted family 
we join all the good people of Osceola County in ex- 
tending our heartfelt sympathy.” Osceola Gazette. 


“Funeral services for Mrs. M. J. Alderman, 84, resi- 
dent of Fort Bassenger for many years, whose death 
occurred Wednesday morning (December 23, 1929), 
were held at the Fort Bassenger cemetery at 3 o’clock 
Thursday afternoon. Deceased is survived by seven 
sons and one daughter, all of whom were in attend- 
ance at the funeral services. One son, B. E. Alderman, 
and a granddaughter, Mrs. Thekla Sauls, reside in 
Fort Pierce.” 


“Indian Town, Florida—Our entire community was 
shocked by the very sudden death of one of our 
prominent young men, Kile Alderman, on March 2nd 
(1921), at 11:30 am. Mr. Alderman was born Septem- 
ber 19, 1898, at Bassenger, Florida. He came to Indian 
Town in 1918 and has been employed by Bower 
Brothers ever since. While here Mr. Alderman made 
many friends who deeply regret his sudden death. He 
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was recently married to Miss Hettie Shivo of Indian 
Town, who survives him. He is also survived by his 
father and mother, two brothers and two sisters, all 
residing in Fort Pierce, Florida, to whom our com- 
munity extends its deepest sympathy.” 


“Mrs. Ellen Willingham Parker, 82, long a resident 
of Fort Pierce, died at’ her residence on Orange 
Avenue at 1:30 am. Wednesday from a complication 
of heart trouble and pneumonia. 


“Funeral services will be conducted at 2 p.m. Thurs- 
day in the chapel of the H. Ryland Cox funeral home 
with the Rev. W. C. Fountain, pastor of Hendry 
Memorial Methodist church, officiating. Interment 
will be in the Fort Pierce cemetery. Dr. G. C. Hardie, 
in charge of the music, will be assisted by Collis H. 
Brenner, Mrs. Arthur Jennings, Mrs. N. G. Platts 
and Mrs. Maud McCombs. 


“Mrs. Parker was born May 14, 1851, in Hillsboro 
County, Florida, where she lived until 1907, when she 
came to Fort Pierce to make her residence. On August 
7, 1868, at Fort Meade, she married R. B. Parker, who 
died on February 18, 1891. She is survived by three 
daughters, Mrs. J. S. Walker of Okeechobee, Mrs. J. T. 
Daughtry of Brighton and Mrs. B. E. Alderman of 
Fort Pierce; two sons, J. M. Parker and R. B. Parker, 
Jr., of Fort Pierce; a sister, Mrs. Matilda Waters; ten 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. Her sons 
and daughters were all at her bedside at the time of 
her death. Mrs. Parker joined the Methodist church 
in the year 1872 and lived a faithful, consistent Chris- 
tian unto the end.” 


“Mrs. Matilda (Willingham) Waters, aged 90, resi- 
dent of this community for many years, died early 
Tuesday at the home of a daughter, Mrs. W. W. Carl- 
ton, at Ten-Mile, after an extended illness. 


“Funeral services will be conducted at the Carlton 
cemetery at Ten-Mile at 10:30 o’clock Wednesday 
morning, with Rev. G. H. Moore of the First Baptist 
church officiating and the Fee Mortuary Co. in charge. 
The deceased is survived by seven daughters, Mrs. 
Carlton, Mary Montesdoca of Ten-Mile, Mrs. Alice 
Childers of Fort Pierce, Mrs. Joseph Godwin of Fort 
Meade, Mrs. Adeline M. Gruber of Kissimmee, Mrs. 
Donella Raulerson of Bartow and Mrs. Ada Bass of 
St. Cloud; together with a number of other relatives.” 


Mrs. Alderman, Sr., also submits the following item: 


““The Memories of an Old Man,’ printed March 4, 
1951. Mrs. Alma Hetherington in her column of the 
St. Cloud News tells of a visit with an old-timer, Gabe 
White, who came from Georgia in 1874. His memory is 
good. He told Mrs. Hetherington many interesting 
stories of pioneer days in Florida. 


“I asked him what he had heard about the mystery 
of the old Parker place, north of Kenansville, Florida, 
and he said that Reddin B. Parker lived and died 
there and it was believed that he had lots of gold 
buried there somewhere and that his spirit haunted 
the place, guarding his gold. There has been lots of 
digging around there but no gold found. Cow hunters 
camping there were wary of any noise they heard. 
Many would run in terror if they heard unusual 
sounds. The supposed buried treasure was never 
found, that anyone knows about. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


“Another old timer was Bill Willingham. He had a 
big cattle ranch west of Kissimmee River. 

“The old man proudly informed Mrs. Hetherington 
that he was the only volunteer from this section for 
service in the Spanish-American war. Only four men 
went from this county.” 


LESLIE LEON ALDERMAN 


The reason why some are allotted a long span of life 
and others a very brief one is one of the mysteries which 
may be revealed in the life to come. Of those who die in 
the freshness of early youth the words of the poet, 
Francis Thompson, seem to apply: 

“But just as their young eyes grew sudden fair 
With dawning answers there, 
Their angel plucked them from me by the hair.” 

At the age of sixteen Leslie Leon Alderman, son of 
Burgess Elliott Alderman, Sr., and Dollie Lee (Farker) 
Alderman of Fort Pierce, was killed in an automobile 
accident on his way home from Lemon City, Dade 
County, where he and his classmates had participated 
in a baseball game between Fort Pierce High School 
and Dade County Agricultural High School. The 
date was April 4, 1924. Born in Bassinger, now 
Okeechobee, then Osceola County, September 20, 1907, 
he had lived in Fort Pierce since he was a year old, and 
was a sophomore in Fort Pierce High School at the 
time of his death. 

News of the tragedy cast a pall over Fort Pierce. 
Funeral services were held in the local Presbysterian 
church, conducted by the. Rev. H. W. McCombs assisted 
by Dr. E. P. Thomson. Every available seat in the audi- 
torium and connecting rooms was occupied by fellow 
students, friends and loved ones, and many were stand- 
ing. There were elaborate floral offerings, including 
beautiful wreaths from the local Miami and Lake Worth 
high schools and from his classmates. Rev. McCombs, 
one of his teachers, paid a beautiful tribute to the 
character and life of the boy, mentioning his popularity 
in school, his studiousness and his clean life. Interment 
was made in the local cemetery, and the procession 
of cars extended from Avenue A clear to the cemetery. 
The pallbearers were fellow members of the high school 
baseball team: Allen Norris, Clair Smith, C. F. Ordway, 
Jr., Edgar Roylance, Calvin Poppell, and Wadsworth 
Trowell. 


An obituary in a local newspaper paid the young 
victim the following tribute: 

“Clean in his speech and habits, ambitious and 
diligent in his work, magnanimous even in his play, 
and faithful to every trust, he was in truth a most 
excellent and admirable boy, and in proportion as we 
enjoyed his society and gloried in his achievements 
we do now mourn his loss.” 

Nearly two years later, on February 26, 1926, the 
graduating class of that year, which was Leslie’s class, 
dedicated a memorial to “the greatest sport and most 
manly boy who has graced our high school.” The bronze 
relief slab bore the inscription: 

“In honor and affectionate appreciation of 


LESLIE L. ALDERMAN 


May the memory of his fine character and spirit ever 
be cherished by the students of Fort Pierce High 
School.” 

The Rev. H. W. McCombs led the devotional services. 


The dedicatory speech was made by William Tylander 
of the class of ’26, who said: 

“As a representative of the Senior Class, I take 
pleasure in presenting to you a memorial of our be- 
loved classmate—Leslie Alderman. We desire that the 
students of Fort Pierce High School have always be- 
fore them in this memorial a reminder of that higher 
type of student. We alf know that in Leslie were ex- 
emplified those qualities which, if followed by each 
one of us, would make Fort Pierce High School not 
only the best school in the state but the best in the 
world. A high sense of honor, clean sportsmanship, 
good scholarship, a fine sense of helpfulness and co- 
operation, unselfishness and cheerfulness—these were 
some of the characteristics of our friend and class- 
mate. May this memorial be a constant reminder of 
our dear friend and of a type of student which we 
may all become if we desire.” 

Ernestine Alderman, Leslie’s little sister, unveiled 
the memorial to her brother. 

In accepting the memorial in the name of the school, 
the principal, Mr. Taylor, said in part: 

“In the long stretch of time this slab will crumble 
and decay . . . But the life and character of Leslie 
Alderman will live on. You stood shoulder to shoulder 
with him for right. You felt his heart-throbs in the 
struggle for truth. You caught his inspiration for 
higher ideals. You are better because Leslie Alderman 
lived. He lives today in your better selves. You in turn 
will hand on this noble life, and Leslie Alderman 
will live foreever.” 

The following verses were written by a classmate for 
a school year book: 


LESLIE 
By Calvin Poppell 


“That was an awful date last year, 
When we went on our two days’ trip; 
And one, not knowing the end was near, 
Was happy;—for we had no tip. 


That, tho’ we played our game that day, 
And on the morrow would do the same, 
He who was leader in our play, 

Would be gone—leaving only his name. 


We won one game and lost the other. 

Not so bad—after all we’d gone through; 

We talked of the day when we might play another, 
What the future held—no one knew. 


Then, at last, we were homeward bound; 
Telling jokes—having lots of fun, 
Singing—or maybe just making sound, 
Rarely finishing the song begun. 


We saw headlights, but had no care— 
We'd passed a hundred cars since dark; 
Of course this car would onward fare. 
We never saw the roadway mark! 


Then!—A tree ahead! We heard a crash! 
Crawled out! Who was hurt the most? 
The car resembled a heap of trash; 

The fellows lay like lifeless posts. 


One was cut and one was bruised, 
While two of us seemed all right, 
But even now I grow confused 
When I think of that dreadful sight. 
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EHEC EAS Te COAST cOF -FEORIDA 


Brave Leslie, who always helped us win! 

Dear old classmate, faithful friend, 

Who stuck to the team through thick and thin; 
Poor Leslie! for him, this was the end! 


It was hard, fellows, to meet his mother, 
That dear old mother who had been his guide; 
His weeping sisters—his father—his brother. 
Of whom he had been the joy and pride. 


We laid him to rest ’neath the whispering pines, 
That his sleep might go on forever more, 

Where happy birds sing and the bright sun shines, 
And in the distance—old ocean’s roar. 


Who will keep watch o’er the lowly mound 
That covers the form of one so dear? 

For that we are all in loyalty bound— 

Keep watch—and remember—year after year!” 


WILLIAM LANGFORD RICE 


William Langford Rice planted his first tomatoes 
when he was eleven years old and has been a tomato 
grower most of his life. Out of the first crop he grew 
on his own, about 1936, he shipped 17 carloads off 17 
acres. This was at Rockdale, between Perrine and South 
Miami. He moved to Fort Pierce in 1948 and established 
W. L. Rice Farms, which he operated successfully until 
1957, when he sold out to Jack Esformes Corporation. 
His fall crop of 1953 ranked tops in the New York mar- 
ket. Mr. Rice continues to farm, although on a smaller 
scale. 

He was born in Miami May 20, 1916, son of Richard 
Hoyle and Naomi Delores (Mayolini) Rice, who was 
born at Key West March 31, 1888, and is living in Miami. 
Richard Rice was born at Tucson, Arizona, December 
14, 1885, and died in Miami March 21, 1944. With his 
father, Tom Rice, he came to Florida from Fort Scott, 
Kansas, about 1901. They bought acreage and started 
planting small grapefruit groves. They had a packing 
house at Coconut Grove and later at Kendall and 
Goulds, all in Dade County. With a Mr. Peacock, Rich- 
ard Rice founded the Peacock-Rice Lumber Company 
of Coconut Grove about 1920, and the Coconut Grove 
Boat Works, a corporation he served as president, about 
1926. On his converted grove property in southwest 
Miami he built “Vedado,’ a boom-time real estate 
development. He was active in Dade County politics 
and was Commissioner about 1917. 

William L. Rice attended Miss Harris’s School on 
Brickell Avenue in Miami for the first four years, then 
the public schools of Dade County, and graduated from 
Ponce de Leon High School, Coral Gables, in 1934. 

After raising tomatoes in the Miami district for some 
fourteen years, he came to Fort Pierce and leased land 
at Indian Trail Ranch, which was formerly virgin pine 
land. In the spring of 1954 he had about 400 acres in 
production there and 350 acres elsewhere in the vicinity 
of Fort Pierce, and also had 160 acres planted in water- 
melons. He had his own packing plant at Fort Pierce 
where the tomatoes were graded, sized and processed, 
and on the third morning after being picked they were 
delivered,in New York City. His top-label tomato was 
“Billy’s Pride” and his second best “Little Bill,’ named 
for his young son. 

However, raising tomatoes in Florida is not all roses. 
As Mr. Rice put it, you can win in the long run with 


the help of the fertilizer companies, the Lord willing 
and weather permitting. First there is clearing, ditch- 
ing, diking and installation of pumps on virgin soil. 
After diking his fields Mr. Rice flooded them and then 
pumped them down, holding the water level to the de- 
sired height. He figured on one pump for every 20 
acres, and in the spring he pumped for some 90 days 
to keep the moisture during the dry season. On the 
other hand, too much rain will spoil the crop. Tomatoes 
require 90 to 100 days to mature, and from the time 
they are two weeks old until the last tomato is picked, 
they have to be sprayed. He used a spraying machine 
for each 50 to 60 acres. Modern equipment is a “must” 
in the tomato industry, and it all adds up to a big invest- 
ment before a tomato is picked. 

Mr. Rice is a member of the Florida Fruit and Vege- 
table Association and served as an alternate member 
of the Florida Tomato Committee of Orlando. He is a 
member of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber 
of Commerce, a past director of the First Mortgage Cor- 
poration of Fort Pierce, now inactive, a charter member 
of Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, a member of 
Elks Lodge #1520 and the Pelican Yacht Club. In 
at he is a Democrat and in religion an Episcopa- 
ian. 


At Miami on January 21, 1946, he married Celia Maria 
Marcotte, daughter of Alfred L. and Corinne (Benard) 
Marcotte, who was born at Willsboro, New York, No- 
vember 9, 1917. Mrs. Rice has been vice-chairman of 
St. Lucie County Planning and Zoning Board, a director 
of the Fort Pierce Memorial Hospital Association, sec- 
retary of the St. Lucie County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross, and last year (1958) was chairman of the 
Cancer Drive. She is active in the Fort Pierce Woman’s 
Club and in many other civic projects and bridge cir- 
cles, and is a member of St. Anastasia Catholic Church. 

The Rices have three children, the first two being 
children of Mrs. Rice by a previous marriage. They are: 

1. Jean Ann Pierce Parks, born November 16, 1936, 
at Plattsburg, N.Y. 

2. Martina Yvette, born April 22, 1942, at Syracuse, 
N.Y. 

3. William Langford Rice, Jr., born November 16, 
1953, at Fort Pierce. 


AL C, GORDY 


Al C. Gordy, the General Manager of the Fort Pierce 
plant, W. R. Grace and Company, Davison Chemical 
Division, has been in the fertilizer business since 1931. 

Mr. Gordy became sales representative for the Vir- 
ginia Carolina Chemical Company on the east coast of 
Florida in 1931 and continued to work for this company 
until July, 1936, when he and three others organized 
the Indian River Guano Company which manufactured 
fertilizer. 

He was president and general manager of the Indian 
River Guano Company until it was sold to Naco Fer- 
tilizer Company in 1950. At that time he became Sales 
Manager of Naco. In 1954 Davison Chemical Company 
took over the active management of the Naco Fertilizer 
Company and Mr. Gordy was made General Manager of 
the Fort Pierce plant, which position he holds at the 
present time. 

Meanwhile, from 1937 to 1955, Mr. Gordy was a part- 
ner in another business, the Gordy and Sloan Cattle 
Company. This business was sold in 1955. During that 
period of time he was a member of the St. Lucie County 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Cattlemen’s Association. He was also one of the organ- 
izers of the St. Lucie County Farm Bureau. 

Mr. Gordy’s original home was in Girdletree, Mary- 
land, where his parents were also born. They were Ru- 
fus A. Gordy and Bertie P. (Figgs) Gordy. Both died 
in Fort Pierce, Florida, his father in November, 1926, 
and his mother in May, 1954. 

Born January 21, 1901, Al graduated from Girdletree 
High School in June, 1918, and from Washington Col- 
lege, Chesterton, Maryland, in June, 1923, with a Bach- 
elor of Arts degree. While attending college he was a 
member of the football, basketball and baseball teams. 
He was captain of the basketball team in his senior 
year. Al was also president of his freshman, sophomore, 
junior and senior classes. He took an active part in 
their student government; in fact, was one of the or- 
ganizers of this form of student control at Washington 
College. He served on the Student Council during 
his sophomore, junior and senior years and during his 
senior year was president of this governing body. At 
the end of his senior year Al was votcd the most 
outstanding male college student. 

After graduating from college, he played professional 
ball with both Newark and Buffalo International 
Leagues. 

In the fall of 1923 he bought a ten-acre grove in west 
St. Lucie County, Florida, and has lived there ever 
since. In 1925 he had twenty-five acres of grove prop- 
erty and during the years did own as high as 200 acres 
of citrus groves. The last of his groves was sold during 
the year 1958. 

Mr. Gordy is a member of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie 
County Chamber of Commerce, of Elks Lodge #1520, 
a charter member of the Pelican Yacht Club and of 
the Indian Hills Country Club, now inactive in the 
latter. He is a Democrat, but over the years has never 
taken too active a part in politics. 


FRED V. MONAHAN 


Fred V. Monahan, President of Floors and Carpets, 
Incorporated, is one of the most civic-minded citizens of 
the Fort Pierce community. 

He was born August 30, 1920, at North Bergen, New 
Jersey, son of Christopher J. Monahan, born January, 
1895, in New Jersey, and Elsie Louise Christiansen, born 
January, 1897, in Fairview, New Jersey. Both parents 
are now living in West New York, New Jersey. Chris- 
topher Monahan is associated with the General Chem- 
ical Corporation at their Edgewater, New Jersey, plant 
and is planning on retiring soon. 

Fred Monahan had his first schooling at St. John’s 
Catholic School in Fairview, New Jersey, graduated 
from the Cliffside, New Jersey, High School in 1938, 
and obtained his B.S. degree from Fordham University 
in 1948. His years at the University were not easy ones, 
for he attended his classes in the evenings and had 
several part-time positions during his remaining free 
hours. He was employed at this time by the General 
Chemical Company and was also an actor. After serving 
his time in the Army he worked for Gimbels, New 
York, as a buyer in their store. 

He retired for about a year, from 1951 to 1952, and 
then went to Fort Pierce, where he was employed by 
the J. C. Penney Company as a salesman. He was 
married October 5, 1952, at Fort Pierce, to Rosalind 
C. Ozmon, born January 5, 1926, at Mt. Vernon, New 
York. She is the daughter of Walter Ozmon and Mollie 
Rhoder. 


After his marriage he worked for a paint company 
and then a carpet company, each for a short time, after 
which he and C. Tom Peterman, along with others who 
have since been bought out, established Floors and 
Carpets, Incorporated, in April of 1954. Floors and 
Carpets, Incorporated, located at 1307 Orange Avenue, 
contracts to install all types of flooring and floor cover- 
ing, and also handles a complete line of finished building 
supplies such as hardware, fixtures, doors, and the like. 

Being very much interested in golf and civic work, 
Mr, Monahan is a member of the Indian Hills Golf and 
Country Club and in 1957 was president of the Fort 
Pierce Lions Club. He is currently the district governor 
of district 35D in the Lions International, and serves 
as secretary-treasurer of the Florida Council of Gov- 
ernors of the Lions. He is the president of the St. 
Lucie County Welfare Board, president of the Fort 
Pierce Memorial Hospital Board of Directors, vice-pres- 
ident of the St. Lucie County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross, a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Florida Federation of the Blind, and since 1957, has 
served on the St. Lucie County Indigent Board. A Dem- 
ocrat, he served as city commissioner in Cliffside, New 
Jersey, from 1945 to 1952. 

Mr. Monahan has had an outstanding military career. 
He served with the 77th Infantry Division from 1942 
to 1946 and after receiving special training for a combat 
unit, was stationed in the Philippines, Guam, Iwo Jima, 
and Okinawa, where he was severely wounded in both 
legs and was in Army hospitals from late 1944 to 1946. 
He was awarded the Silver Star with two oak leaf 
clusters, the Soldier’s Medal, the Bronze Star with 
clusters, and the Purple Heart with clusters. He was 
discharged with the rank of First Lieutenant, a battle- 
field commission, and after receiving this permanent 
rank he retired from the Army. 

Mr. and Mrs. Monahan are both interested in the 
St. Lucie Retarded Children’s Association with Mrs. 
Monahan being the immediate vice-president of the 
organization. She also has served as the state secretary 
of the Florida Retarded Children’s Association and 
presently is a director of the St. Lucie County Regional 
Library. 

The Monahans have three children. They are: 

1, Patrick Chang Monahan, born August 22, 1954; in 
Korea. 

2. Michael Ozmon Monahan, born October 17, 1955, in 
Fort Pierce. 

3. Kelly Louise Monahan, born May 23, 1958, in Fort 
Pierce. 


STEPHEN ALEXANDER MISIK, JR. 


On the occasion of his candidacy for the office of City 
Commissioner of Fort Pierce in November, 1958, the 
Fort Pierce News-Tribune printed the following com- 
ment on the qualifications of Stephen A. Misik, Jr. 

“Steve Misik is one of the outstanding younger 
business men of Fort Pierce. He would be just as 
outstanding as a city commissioner. He has what 
it takes . . . ability, judgment, business experience 
and a sincere desire to serve his community. This 
desire to serve is no new thing—he has demonstrated 
it by constructive and valuable work over the years 
in various community projects and local organiza- 
tions. 

“Not only is his general background solid, but Mi- 
sik’s basic knowledge of construction—that’s his busi- 
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ness, after all—would prove a valuable asset. And, 
being a resident of Fort Pierce since 1946, he has the 
knowledge of local conditions essential to sound plan- 
ning. He stands, clearly, for the continuation of sound 
business principles in city government, orderly ex- 
pansion of our utilities, and greater development of 
our economy. He is the kind of young, progressive 
businessman every city needs in its government.” 

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, March 3, 1916, he is a son 
of Stephen Alexander, Sr., and Agnes (Nagy) Misik, 
both natives of Hungary, where his father was born 
November 4, 1885, and his mother on April 27, 1891. Both 
are living in Fort Pierce. The senior Mr. Misik was 
in the construction business with his son until he retired 
in 1951. 

Steve was educated in the public schools of Ashtabula, 
and worked in a bakery there from 1931 to 1936. He 
started his apprenticeship as a carpenter in April, 1936, 
and has been in construction work ever since. 

In June, 1944, Steve Misik entered the United States 
Air Force at Fort Sheridan, Chicago, and took basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas. He attended Weather 
Observer School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illinois, and 
served as weather observer at Mitchell Field, Long 
Island, and Lunkin Airport, Cincinnati, Ohio, until Feb- 
ruary 5, 1946, when he was honorably discharged with 
the rank of corporal. 

Coming to Florida in May, 1946, he and his father 
organized the S. A. Misik Construction Company, which 
in 1954 was incorporated as Misik-Lester Construction 
Company, Inc. They do both commercial and residential 
building. They have built additions to the Francis K. 
Sweet School, Fort Pierce, the St. Lucie County Junior 
High School, Okeechobee High School, and the Fort 
Pierce National Guard Armory. All the homes in block 
8 of the Tucker Terrace subdivision and 24 homes in 
Misik’s resubdivision of Maraville Park were built by 
them, and they are in the process of building the Coun- 
try Club Estates consisting of 39 lots, all in Fort Pierce, 
and 25 homes in the Pinewood Subdivision in Fort 
Pierce. 

Mr. Misik is a member of the Fort Pierce Contractors 
Association, past vice-president of the First Mortgage 
Corporation of Fort Pierce, Inc., a director of Auto Sup- 
ply of Vero Beach, Inc. and Auto Supply of Fort Pierce, 
Inc., and secretary of Jet Enterprises of Florida, Inc., 
with offices at Fort Pierce. For a few years he was a 
cattleman, having bought a 225-acre ranch in 1950 
on which he had 175 head of commercial cattle when 
he sold the outfit in 1954. 

Elected Commissioner of the North Side District of 
the City of Fort Pierce, he took office December 11, 
1958, and through this office represents the City Com- 
mission on the St. Lucie County Library Board as a 
director of the Chamber of Commerce. He is a past 
vice-president of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce and was a director at the time 
of the organization of the Sandy Shoes Festival. 

Active in Masonry, Mr. Misik is a member of Fort 
Pierce Lodge #87, Lake Worth Consistory, Mahi Tem- 
ple Shrine at Miami, the Southeastern Shrine Clown 
Association, and Fort Pierce Shrine Club, of which he 
is a past director. He has been an Elk for 23 years 
and is a member of Elks Lodge #1520 of Fort Pierce; a 
member of, Stephen N. Gladwin Post #40 of the Amer- 
ican Legion for 14 years; a member of the Pelican Yacht 
_ Club, Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, and Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Fort Pierce. His wife is active in 
the church choir and in women’s church work. 


Mrs. Misik is the former Frances Charlotte Macy of 
Ashtabula, Ohio, where she was born February 9, 1922, 
daughter of Aaron Alonzo and Fannie (Arvidson) Macy. 
She married Mr. Misik in Ashtabula on October 15, 
1939. They have four children: 

1. Stephen Alexander Misik, III, born in Ashtabula, 
Ohio, September 4, 1942. - 

2. Sharon Frances, born in Ashtabula June 21, 1944. 

3. Sally Pamela, born in Fort Pierce December 7, 1953. 

4. John Aaron Misik, born in Fort Pierce July 21, 1956. 

his recreation Mr. Misik enjoys hunting, fishing and 
golf, 


OLIVE WESLER COMMONS 


The “House of Commons” of Coconut Grove is 
the home and studio of the artist, Olive Wesler 
Commons, who was among the first to discover the 
possibilities of utilizing Florida motifs in ceramic 
art. Her specialty is Platinum Palm Ware, which 
won the “Highest Award of Merit” at the New 
York World’s Fair of 1939-40. 

Olive Wesler was born in the city of Richmond, 
Wayne County, Indiana, June 8, 1880. Her father, 
John Conkle Wesler, who was born in Wayne County, 
Indiana, was apprenticed as a youth to a builder of 
brick houses. During the fifties, sixties, and seventies 
of the 19th century, he built many one-room school- 
houses in Indiana and Ohio and also built residences. 
As a teenager he was a student in a schoolhouse 
he helped to build. Olive’s mother was Annie B. 
Parrish, a native of Greenville, Ohio. The future 
artist was educated through high school in Richmond, 
Indiana. She specialized in art at school and took 
lessons in art from private teachers. 

On June 19, 1902, she married Arthur B. Commons, 
who was born in Richmond, Indiana, November 7, 
1879, son of Lindorff and Alice (Harvey) Commons, 
both natives of Wayne County, Indiana. As a young 
married woman she began painting china and became 
a noted artist in her home town, where she was 
active in a number of art clubs. 

When, in 1908, she and her husband moved to an 
island in the St. Johns River in Central Florida, 
she found much to inspire her in the native scenery 
and began sketching the rugged grace of live oak 
trees in a smoky drift of Spanish moss; the splendor 
of sunset and dawn across the water; the beauty of 
palms and pines and sea birds in flight. Every window 
in her island home framed a magnificient view. One 
day she painted one of these scenes on a small 
porcelain medallion and sent it to a friend in the 
North. The result was so pleasing that she made 
several to be mounted as jewelry for Christmas 
gifts. 

Florida visitors, seeing these, insisted on buying 
them as souvenirs; and so, with the aid of her 
husband, Olive Commons went into business. Her 
“Cameonas”, tiny pieces of china painted with Florida 
scenes and mounted as jewelry, became very popular. 
At least 2,000 a year were sold, mainly to stores 
througout the state, and many were sent out each 
year to all parts of the United States and to foreign 
countries. 

In 1924 the Commons family moved to Miami and 
took up their abode in Coconut Grove, where Mrs. 
Commons still maintains her studio, A clever bit 
of advertising was done by her husband in the 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


following verse, headed by the title, “House of 
Commons”: 
“The Banyan is a spreading tree; 
It spreads and spreads, as you will see. 
It grows in a land where the sun is bright; 
It grows all day and grows all night. 
It bears no fruit except a fig 
That’s good for nothing but a pig. 
But the Banyan tree does have a use, 
For elastic is made of Banyan juice. 
It gives you shade when the weather‘s warm 
And it sheds the rain in time of storm. 
The largest Banyan in the U.S.A. 
Is found at Douglas and Main Highway. 
Just six miles south of the center of town, 
Where all the visitors drive around. 
Under this tree, in a bungalow, 
There lives an artist that you should know. 
In the ‘House of Commons’ she does her chore, 
And visitors have made a path to her door. 
If a little curious you might be, 
A visit will solve the mystery. 
3940 Main Highway, Coconut Grove.” 


It was after moving to Coconut Grove that Mrs. 
Commons developed her unique medium—the use of 
platinum in painting on china. Motifs of graceful 
palms, live oaks with festoons of Spanish moss, and 
other typical Florida scenes are adapted to pleasing 
shapes of tableware, flower holders and other articles 
of best grade china. Miniatures in platinum, as well 
as colors, are painted on porcelain and mounted as 
tie clips, dress clips, brooches, and so forth. Some 
of the pieces are done in reverse design, the motif 
in white against a backsround of platinum. Whatever 
the combination, the gleaming silver color against 
the fine white china is beautiful, and it has the 
advantage over silver and some other metals that it 
will not tarnish but retains its lustre permanently. 

No two designs are exactly alike. Each piece is 
free-hand work, equisitely executed to the minutest 
detail. Each one is painted twice and fired twice to 
insure permanence. A white heat, or 1800 degrees, is 
necessary to melt the glaze of the china and fuse 
it with the platinum design. The process is protected 
against imitation by copyright. Having her own kiln 
in her studio, Mrs. Commons does all of her firing 
as well as the designing and sketching. 

Tourists have made a beaten track to the “House 
of Commons” in Coconut Grove, and the works of 
art they carry away are carefully preserved as 
treasures in many homes. The creations of this clever 
artist have not only brought her nation-wide atten- 
tion but have carried to the coldest climates a touch 
of Florida’s warmth and beauty. 

An illustrated full-page article on the “House of 
Commons” and its artist, under the title “Florida 
Scene in Ceramics”, by Helen Stewart Knaus, av- 
peared in the Sunday magazine of the Miami Daily 
News of January 16, 1949. This article is freely 
quoted in this biography. 

Mrs. Commons is a member of the Miami branch 
of the League of American Pen Women, Inc., a former 
Member of the Coconut Grove Woman’s Club, and 
a member ‘of the Second Church of Christ Scientist 
of Miami. Both she and Mr. Commons taught Sunday 
School classes and were interested in children. Mr. 
Commons was a contributor to the start of the 


University of Miami and his name is among those 
placed in the cornerstone at the dedication ceremony. 
His death occurred in 1945. To his sales promotion 
and management Mrs. Commons attributes the busi- 
ness succes of her venture. 


DAMON BRONK INGRAM 


Damon Bronk Ingram, founder of Ingram’s Appliances 
in Fort Pierce, was born May 12, 1905, at Delta, Ala- 
bama, son of George Forrest Ingram and Frances Smith. 
George Ingram, born in Delta, was a farmer and for 
twenty years prior to his death was Postmaster at Delta. 
His wife died in Delta also. 

Damon Ingram received his first educational training 
in the public schools of Delta, and later in 1925, grad- 
uated from Lineville High School in Lineville, Alabama. 
Shortly after his completion of high school, he graduated 
from Massey Business College in Montgomery, Ala- 
bama. He also completed two years of study with La 
Salle Extension University: in Chicago, Illinois. 

He worked in the Fort Pierce Bank and Trust Com- 
pany in 1925 as a bookkeeper until the bank failed in 
1927. When it reopened again in 1928, he was employed 
there as the head teller until 1932 when he became the 
office manager in the Fort Pierce Agency of the Gulf 
Oil Company. In 1942 he became office manager of the 
Humphries Tire Company in Fort Pierce for a period 
of four years. Still associated with Humphries, he 
worked another eight years for the company as store 
manager. On March 25, 1955, he opened Ingram Appli- 
ances in a building a few doors from the one where 
the business is presently located. Ingram Appliances 
employs eighteen people and is an authorized Maytag 
and Westinghouse dealer. They also handle RCA tele- 
visions and radios. 

Mr. Ingram is a member of the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce, serves on the vocational guid- 
ance committee of the Fort Pierce Kiwanis Club, and 
belongs to the Democratic Party. He is affiliated with 
the First Baptist Church of Fort Pierce, where he 
serves as chairman of the Board of Deacons. He is also 
director of the Adult Training Union and heads the 
Indian River Baptist Association as director. His spare 
time is spent tending his gardens, fishing, and attending 
almost all athletic contests. 

His wife, Melda Brooks Hudson, born April 13, 1907, 
at Barfield, Alabama, is the daughter of Francis Walter 
Hudson and Nonnie Boak. The Ingrams were married 
at Lineville, Alabama, August 11, 1927, and now have 
one married daughter, Martha Elizabeth Ingram Wright, 
born July 4, 1933, at Fort Pierce. She and her husband, 
William E. Wright, manager of Ingram’s Appliances, 
now live in Vero Beach, Florida. They have one daugh- 
ter, Cynthia Lynn Wright, born at Vero Beach, Florida, 
June 20, 1957. 


NELS DINESEN HANSEN 


A beloved member of the White City community and 
successful citrus grower was Nels Dinesen Hansen. A 
native of Denmark, he came to this country and started 
his citrus business with but a few trees. Today he has 
left his wife with a prosperous and lucrative business 
which involves the packing and shipping of prime 
quality gift fruit. 

Nels Dinesen Hansen (born September 13, 1872, at 
Langeland, Denmark, died February 28, 1958, at White 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


City, Florida) was the son of Hans and Jorgine Jorgen- 
sen, a farming family in Denmark. He had some public 
schooling while still in his native country and later 
obtained further educational training in Wisconsin. 

In 1894 Mr. Hansen came to White City by way of 
boat and purchased about ten acres of land which he 
first used to raise vegetables. He was also employed 
by the Card’s Pineapple Plantation located along the 
Indian River. He started his citrus groves with about 
fifty trees in 1897 and eventually expanded the business 
until it became a forty-acre grove. 

Mr. Hansen was the manager of the White City Fruit 
Company from 1923 until 1943 when he opened a pack- 
ing house on U. S. Highway #1 (now known as the 
Hackney Fruit Company). In 1951 the White City 
Fruit Company was destroyed by fire. The packing 
house on U. S. #1 was sold by Mr. Hansen in 1944 and 
in 1947 he built a packing house in his back yard which 
his wife, Mrs. N. D. Hansen, operates today. 

Nels Hansen was a member of the Fort Pierce-St. 
Lucie County Chamber of Commerce and a member of 
the Florida Citrus Mutual in which his wife still holds 
membership. He belonged to the Woodmen of the 
World and was secretary of the White City Council for 
many years. He associated himself with the Democratic 
party and was affiliated with the Lutheran Church. 

In Fort Pierce on July 4, 1923, Nels Hansen married 
Johanne Christine Andersen, born in Denmark August 
19, 1898, daughter of N. C. Andersen and Caroline 
Christensen. 

The Hansens had one son, Paul Dinesen Hansen, 
born in Fort Pierce April 5, 1924, who died in Fort 
Pierce February 24, 1944.” 


ARTHUR RICHARD HELSETH 


Arthur Richard Helseth of Fort Pierce is recognized 
as one of Florida’s most progressive citrus men, not 
only as a grower, but as the discoverer of the Helseth 
Lemon, a variety that has aided the citrus industry in 
a small way to get a better root stock for some of our 
poorer soils. 

He was born March 26, 1897, at Viking (now Indrio) 
in St. Lucie County, Florida. His father, Jens Helseth, 
was born July 19, 1858, in Norway, and died June 19, 
1944, in Miami, Florida; his mother, Agatha Grue, also 
a native of Norway, was born June 20, 1870, and died 
in 1921 in Miami. When Jens Helseth came to the 
United States from Norway he first went to Minnesota, 
and later in 1895 went to Indrio, where he homesteaded 
about eighty acres of land. One acre of this land 
was donated to the Viking Cemetery Association for 
their cemetery located in Indrio, Florida. A commercial 
fisherman, carpenter, and pineapple planter, he even- 
tually expanded his planting business to about fifty- 
five acres, and did his own packing and shipping. 

Arthur Helseth’s first educational training was re- 
ceived in a one-room school at Indrio and in the Fort 
Pierce schools. He graduated in the first graduating 
class of the St. Lucie County High School in the spring 
of 1916. After completing school he farmed with his 
father, growing tomatoes, cabbage, and Irish potatoes 
until July of 1918 when he entered the Motor Transport 
Corps of the United States Army. He was stationed 
at Camp Jessup, Georgia, and after serving ten months, 
was discharged with rank of Sergeant. Upon his return 
to St. Lucie County in the summer of 1919, he con- 
tinued to farm and work on a grove area which he 
had set out in 1918. 


He now has a ninety-acre citrus business, ten acres 
of which he has given to his son, Harold Shiland, who 
has worked for his father the past few years in a 
grove caretaking service which Mr. Helseth established 
about ten years ago. In April, 1959, he built a building 
housing a line of Swift and Company’s fertilizers and 
insecticides which he uses jn the operation of the Hel- 
seth Grove Service. The service employs nine people 
plus occasional additional help, and provides an ade- 
quate amount of equipment to work about 500 acres, 
in addition to his own groves. The discoverer of a 
lemon variety which has been named the Helseth Lem- 
on by the Florida Citrus Experimental Station, he has 
found a fast-growing lemon, the leaves of which are 
not subject to anthracnose, a disease affecting other 
varieties of the fruit. 

Mr. Helseth belongs to the Florida Citrus Mutual, the 
Fort Pierce Growers’ Association, the Indian River Cit- 
rus League, is an honorary member of the St. Lucie 
County Chapter of Future Farmers of America, and also 
serves on the Advisory Board of the previously men- 
tioned organization. 

He is a member of the Stephen R. Gladwin American 
Legion Post #40 in Fort Pierce and is affiliated with 
the First Methodist Church in Fort Pierce. 

His wife, Laura Bell Shiland, was born March 6, 1895, 
at Bloomville, New York, daughter of John William 
Shiland and Mary Louise Forman, Their wedding on 
July 25, 1918, took place in Indrio at the old Helseth 
home place, a beautiful old home which was originally 
a log cabin erected in 1895. 

The Helseths have four children. They are: 

1. Thurley Rozell Helseth Taylor, born April 24, 1920, 
at Fort Pierce Farms, Florida. She and her husband, 
Edward W. Taylor, a plumber, live in Ocala, Florida. 
They have three children: 1) Everett Edward Taylor, 
born September 2, 1943, at Fort Pierce; 2) Ted Walter 
Taylor, born November 7, 1944, at Fort Pierce; and 3) 
Miriam Thurley Taylor, born July 22, 1948, at Ocala, 
Florida. 

2. T. Harold Helseth, born November 27, 1924, at Vi- 
king, Florida, who died at birth. 

3. Everett Richard Helseth, born August 9, 1926, at 
Fort Pierce Farms, Florida, who died April 9, 1943, in a 
hunting accident. 

4, Harold Shiland Helseth, born February 4, 1931, at 
Fort Pierce, Florida, who is married to Betty Wylene 
Priest, born at Live Oak, Florida, January 15, 1934. 
They have one child, Craig Shiland Helseth. 

In his leisure time Mr. Helseth enjoys fishing and 
raising rare crotons. 


JAMES H. WALKER 


Operating a successful produce business out of Fort 
Pierce, Florida, is James H. Walker, an active social and 
political member of the St. Lucie County area. 

He was born January 31, 1904, at Clyde, Kansas, son 
of Frank Walker, born in Mapleton, Illinois, and Attie 
Esther French, who was born in Clyde, Kansas, and 
now resides in Delray Beach, Florida. His father was 
a station agent for the Union Pacific Railroad and 
upon coming to Florida in January of 1912, became a 
telegraph operator in Fort Pierce. Later in Pompano 
and Delray Beach, he again became an agent and re- 
tired from the railroad about a year and a half before 
his death at Cullowee, North Carolina. He was a 32nd 
degree Mason. 

James Walker received his education in the Fort 
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Pierce public schools. His secondary education was 
limited as he gave up school to serve a three-year 
term in the Navy. During this period he spent most 
of his time in the Navy’s Lighter-than-Air Branch at 
Coco Solo, Panama, and was discharged as a First Class 
Aviation Rigger in September of 1921. After being re- 
leased from the service he worked with his father for 
the railroad and in 1925 started setting out a citrus 
grove which he sold in 1939. In 1932 he went into the 
produce business in Fort Pierce and used the garage 
of his home as his location for the business. It was 
in 1955 that he built the present quarters for his opera- 
tion and today he has nine trucks transporting produce 
within the boundaries of Florida. He and his son, Al- 
len, who became associated in the business in 1958, 
and three other employees operate Mr. Walker’s trade. 
Harold Walker is a member of the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce, past Exalted Ruler of Lodge 
#1520 of the Elks in Fort Pierce, past president of the 
Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, and a member 
of the Pelican Yacht Club. A Democrat, he was elected 
City Commissioner of Fort Pierce in December of 1958 
to serve until December of 1960. He belongs to the 
Dutton Memorial Presbyterian Church in White City. 
His, wife, Evelyn Aileen Robb, born November 14, 
1905, at Croswell, Michigan, is the daughter of Leonard 
Robb, who was born in Croswell, and died July 30, 1953, 
in Fort Pierce. His wife, Bertha Mable Allen, was horn 
July 17, 1879, in Canada and now lives in White City 
in St. Lucie County ,Florida. Mr. and Mrs. Walker were 
married January 27, 1927, in Fort Pierce. Mrs. Walker, 
like her husband, is an active member of the commu- 


nity. She belongs to the Fort Pierce Memorial Hospital ° 


Auxiliary, was assistant cashier of the St. Lucie County 
Bank until 1958, and is a member and treasurer of the 
St. Lucie County Democratic Executive Committee. 

The Walkers have three children. They.are: 

1. Peggy Jean Walker Paschal, born September 16, 
1928, in Fort Pierce, Florida. 

2. Allen Robb Walker, born May 17, 1930, in Pompano, 
Florida. 

3. Roberta Lee (Bobbylee) Walker Smith, born May 
14, 1935, in Fort Pierce, Florida. 


HERSCHEL LEE DUNN 


A prominent citrus grower and grove caretaker in 
St. Lucie County, Herschel Lee Dunn has been a resi- 
dent of Fort Pierce since 1927. He also had a large 
herd of cattle at one time and now keeps a small herd. 
Mr. Dunn is active in citrus and agricultural organiza- 
tions. 

He was born in Troy, Alabama, January 29, 1908, son 
of George Washington and Eron (Henderson) Dunn. 
His parents also were born in Troy, Alabama. His 
mother, born in 1890, died at Opp, Alabama, in Febru- 
ary, 1932. His father, born October 11, 1887, is living in 
Covington County, Alabama. 

After attending the Sessions School in Pike County, 
Alabama, Herschel Dunn worked with his father on 
the farm and later farmed for himself, until he came 
to Fort Pierce in 1927, Here he worked in the citrus 
industry for various people, including 15 years with 
Fort Pierce Growers Association. In 1950 he went into 
business for himself as a grove caretaker and now takes 
cart of about 2,000 acres of grove. At the same time he 
Set out 20 acres of red grapefruit and now has about 250 
acres of his own grove and about 35 acres in pasture. 


i 


He started raising cattle about 1951. After disposing of 
most of his herd he now has about 35 head, including 
some Whiteface Hereford, a Black Angus bull and a 
Brahman bull. 

Mr. Dunn is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, Fort 
Pierce Citrus Growers Association, Indian River Citrus 
Growers League, Growers Advisory Council, St. Lucie 
County Farm Bureau, of which he is a past trustee, and 
St. Lucie Cattlemen’s Association. He is a past chair- 
man of the Agricultural Conservation Service of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and a member of the 
Advisory Committee of the North St. Lucie County 
Drainage District. A member of Elks Lodge #1520 of 
Fort Pierce, he is a four-year trustee, and is an honorary 
member of Fort Pierce Memorial Hospital Association 
and a member of the Church of Christ of Fort Pierce. 
For sports he enjoys fishing, hunting and watching 
baseball and football games. 

At Geneva, Alabama, on April 3, 1926, Herschel Lee 
Dunn married Lunnie Mae Morrow, daughter of Thomas 
and Laura (Jones) Morrow, who was born in Samson, 
Alabama, April 4, 1911. They have three sons, all born 
in Fort Pierce: 

1. Alkus Lee, born February 23, 1928. He is a sergeant 
in the United States Air Force, now stationed in Japan, 

2. Ernest Ray, born July 22, 1934. 

3. Howard Willard, born November 22, 1936. 

Ernest and Howard work with their father in citrus 
caretaking. 


JOSEPH JACKSON KEEN 


Known in the area as Uncle Jack, Joseph Jackson 
Keen was one of the pioneer settlers of St. Lucie County. 
He came to Fort Pierce in 1887 and set out a small 
orange grove in the western part of the county in 
1898. He was one of the early pineapple growers in this 
region. Keen Road is named for his family. 

His father, George Washington Keen, was born in 
Georgia September 15, 1837, and died near St. Augustine 
August 8, 1892. He came to Florida during the Civil 
War as a soldier in the Confederate Army and after the 
war settled in North Florida. About 1867 he was living 
near Perry in Taylor County, where he was a farmer. 
His first wife, Sarah Ann Mozell Wade, was born in 
Alabama August 8, 1836, and died in Taylor County in 
1871. They had six children, of which three died in 
infancy. By his second wife, George Keen had two 
daughters and a son. 

Joseph Jackson Keen was born in Taylor County 
March 20, 1867, and attended the public schools of the 
time, also a Catholic school in St. Augustine. He did 
some contracting, built roads and cleared land for the 
tracks of the Florida East Coast Railroad between St. 
Lucie and Fort Pierce. In 1907 he went to work for the 
railroad as maintenance man and continued in this 
position until 1922, Meanwhile he had been raising an 
orange grove in west St. Lucie County since 1898, and 
eventually (by March, 1924) had forty acres around 
his home place, which he built on Keen Road in 1927. 
His son Robert Lee and daughter Cornelia now operate 
the grove. From about 1905 to 1917 he also raised pine- 
apples. Uncle Jack Keen died in a hospital in West 
Palm Beach November 4, 1953. 

He was a member of Florida Citrus Exchange and a 
school trustee of St. Lucie County at one time. His 
church was the Primitive Baptist at Winter Beach, 
north of Vero Beach, formerly known as Quay. 
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At the Eden House, south of Fort Pierce, on May 9, 
1889, Joseph Jackson Keen married Della Storman, 
daughter of John and Martha (Douglas) Storman, who 
was born in Manatee County near Fort Meade on 
March 10, 1870, and died in Fort Pierce May 1, 1957. 
Both her parents were born in Georgia about 1841 and 
died in Florida—her father at Miami on July 3, 1879; her 
mother at Fort Pierce in December, 1922. 

Mr. and Mrs. Keen had five children, all born in Fort 
Pierce: 

1. Esther Mozell (Keen) Sheffield, born February 
14, 1890. 

2. Viola May (Keen) Lowry, born September 18, 
1892. 

3. John Franklin Keen, born July 29, 1895. 

4. Robert Lee Keen, born August 3, 1898. 

5. Martha Cornelia Keen, born February 20, 1901. 

Lee and Cornelia Keen are members of Citrus Mutual. 
Lee is a director of St. Lucie County Farm Bureau and 
past president of St. Lucie County Volunteer Fire De- 
partment Association. Cornelia is past secretary ‘of Fort 
Pierce Business and Professional Women’s Association 
and a member of Tillandsia Garden Club. 


CHARLES DONALD MUSTAINE 


A member of a Kentucky family of early American 
ancestry, Charles Donald Mustaine has been a resident 
of Florida since 1912 and has completed forty years with 
the Florida East Coast Railroad. He came to Fort Pierce 


in 1919, acquired a twenty-acre tract of land in the 


Fort Pierce Farms section and engaged in citrus grow- 
ing. He has also done some real-estate business on the 
side, owning and renting several holdings in the city 
of Fort Pierce. Always interested in the civic and social 
welfare of his community, he has contributed sub- 
stantially to the general welfare and has served Fort 
Pierce as Commissioner and Mayor. 

The Mustaine family, of French and English descent, 
have been prominent in the history of Hart County, 
Kentucky, since 1815, when James W. Mustaine, great- 
grandfather of Charles Donald, moved there from Vir- 
ginia, to which his father and uncle had migrated from 
France during the Huguenot persecutions. James W. 
Mustaine was a carpenter by trade and the first jailer 
in Hart County, Kentucky, He fought in the War of 
1812 and was a devoted member of the Christian 
Church. About 1820 he moved to Barren County, Ken- 
tucky, where he bought a farm and lived the remainder 
of his life, dying in April, 1850, at the age of 62. In 
Virginia he had married Sallie H. Skelton, who died in 
January, 1867, aged 72. Her father, Thomas Skelton, a 
native of Virginia and a merchant there, who also en- 
gaged in business in Mississippi and Tennessee, lived to 
the age of 104. 

Thomas H. Mustaine, third child and eldest son of 
James W. and Sallie, was born at Munfordville, Hart 
County, Kentucky, September 7, 1818. He was a suc- 
cessful merchant and farmer at Horse Cave, Kentucky, 
where he opened the first general store in 1859, and was 
also postmaster, express and railroad agent, and oper- 
ated a flour mill and tobacco warehouse. He was a 
Mason and a Democrat. Married three times, he was 
the father of sixteen children, twelve of whom lived to 
Maturity. His first wife, by whom he had ten children, 
was Mary J. Willis of Barren County, Kentucky, who 
died in 1858 at the age of 35. On February 27, 1859, he 
married Mary B. Hodgen of Green County, Kentucky, 


who gave him six children. She died September 23, 1881, 
and on December 20, 1883, Thomas Mustaine married 
Mrs. Emily (Willis) Moss, a sister of his first wife. 

Charles Collier Mustaine, father of Charles Donald, 
was a son of Thomas H. and Mary (Hodgen) Mustaine. 
He was a farmer and merchant in Kentucky and later 
moved to St. Louis, Missouti, where he was associated 
with Levis Zukosky until 1912, when he came to Florida. 
He died in 1913. Charles Donald’s mother was Ambie 
Hardy. She died in 1956. 

Born in Hart County, Kentucky, Charles Donald 
Mustaine attended public school in St. Louis and Tal- 
lahassee High School. He worked for Western Union 
in Jacksonville and Tallahassee for four years and dur- 
ing World War I was telegrapher for the company at 
Camp Johnston, Jacksonville. His connection with the 
Florida East Coast Railroad began in 1919, and during 
the long years of his association with the railroad he 
has served in several capacities—as telegrapher, train 
dispatcher and agent, both freight and passenger. 

Mr. Mustaine was first elected City Commissioner of 
Fort Pierce in December, 1933, and served seven terms 
in that office, not all consecutive. He was Mayor of Fort 
Pierce for the year 1951. He served three terms as 
president of St. Lucie County Welfare Association; is a 
member of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber 
of Commerce; a member and past. Exalted Ruler of 
Fort Pierce Elks Lodge #1520; a Mason of Fort Pierce 
Lodge #87, Lake Worth Consistory, Mahi Temple 
Shrine, Miami, and Fort Pierce Shrine Club; a member 
of the Rotary Club of Fort Pierce; a charter member 
of the Indian Hills Golf and Country Club (now inac- 
tive); and a member of the First Baptist Church of Fort 
Pierce. 

On June 19, 1920, Charles D. Mustaine married Flor- 
ence White of Atlanta, Georgia, daughter of Robert C. 
and Eva M. (Smith) White, and they have two daugh- 
ters: Jean, born July 31, 1923, who married Charles R. P. 
Brown, an attorney of Fort Pierce; Dorothy Ann, born 
April 27, 1926, who married F. E. Jernigan, Jr., an ac- 
countant in Tallahassee. 

Mrs. Mustaine is a member of the St. Lucie County 
Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
and is active in church work. Mr. Mustaine’s hobby is 
the care of his twenty-acre home property on the St. 
Lucie River. 


WILLIAM CYRIL WALSH 


William Cyril Walsh was in the insurance and real 
estate business in Fort Pierce for ten years and was a 
citrus grower in Fort Pierce Farms since 1929. 

Born at Walsh, Ontario, Canada, July 31, 1893, he 
was a son of Duncan Allen Walsh, who also was born 
at Walsh, Ontario, on May 21, 1872, and died in Waynes- 
ville, North Carolina, July 18, 1942; and of Ruth Smith 
Walsh, who was born in Ontario November 15, 1873, and 
died at Fort Pierce, January 26, 1959. 

William Cyril Walsh graduated from high school in 
Petoskey, Michigan, in 1913 and attended the University 
of Michigan. He traveled as a representative of Dodge 
Brothers until he came to Fort Pierce in 1940. His father 
had come to Fort Pierce about 1920 and established a 
real estate and insurance business which continued for 
twenty years. In 1940 William Walsh took over his 
father’s business and as Walsh Insurance operated it 
until 1950, when it was sold to W. D. Flowers. 

While representing Dodge Brothers on the road, Mr. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. SECTION 


Walsh had been a frequent visitor to Florida, and in 
1929 had bought 40 acres in Fort Pierce Farms, five 
acres of which were already planted in citrus. In the 
course of time he cleared the remaining acreage and 
set it out in Marsh seedless grapefruit and Valencia 
oranges. 

Mr. Walsh was a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
a past president of the Fort Pierce Rotary Club, a 
charter member of the Pelican Yacht Club, a member 
of Elks Lodge #1520 and of the American Legion Post 
of Fort Pierce, having served in World War I. A Mason 
of Fort Pierce Lodge #87, he was also a member of Mahi 
Temple Shrine of Miami and of the Fort Pierce Shrine 
Club. His church was St. Andrew’s Episcopal, in which 
he was a member of the vestry and had served as 
superintendent of Sunday School for about a year. He 
enjoyed golf and played at the Indian Hills Golf and 
Country Club, of which his father had been a charter 
member. At the age of 50 he learned to fly. He had a 
private pilot’s license and had owned two planes. Mr. 
Walsh died in Fort Pierce December 17, 1951. 

At Cadillac, Michigan, on October 23, 1916, William 
Cyril Walsh married Lelia Ann Wood, who was born in 
Jackson, Michigan, February 25, 1895, daughter of John 
Brown Wood and Matilda Godfry Wood. Before her 
marriage Mrs. Walsh was a teacher in Michigan. She is 
a member of Florida Citrus Mutual and Fort Pierce 
Growers Association, a life member of Fort Pierce 
Memorial Hospital Association and of the Ladies Shrine 
Club of Fort Pierce, and is active in the work of St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church. 

A son, William Duncan Walsh, was born at Dyers- 
burg, Tennessee, July 20, 1929. He attended the Uni- 
versity of Florida and served in the United States Navy. 
In February of 1953 he entered the Fort Pierce Police 
Department as a patrolman and was made a detective 
sergeant in August, 1959. He is a bonded Deputy Sheriff. 
Mr. Walsh is also a member of Florida Citrus Mutual 
and he and his wife are active members of St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church. Mrs. Walsh was Ann Eden Platt of 
Rome, Georgia, where she was born August 31, 1933. 
They have three children: William Ted, Holly Elizabeth, 
and Joseph Mark. 


OTIS ROBERT PARKER, JR. 


Among the leading lawyers of Fort Pierce is Otis 
Robert Parker, Jr., who has been practicing law in that 
city since 1932. 

His father, the senior Otis Robert Parker, born in 
Greenville, Georgia, came to Florida as a young man, 
already married, and his five children were born in 
Florida. He was an attorney in Lake City and Jackson- 
ville before coming to Fort Pierce in 1905, and was 
associated with the firm of Clarke, Parker and Hem- 
mings in these three cities. Mr. Parker, Sr., served one 
term in the Florida State Legislature as Representative 
- from St. Lucie County. He died in Fort Pierce, Decem- 
ber 9, 1942. His widow, mother of Otis Robert, Jr., 
Lenora Elizabeth Parker (nee Johnson), is living in 
Fort Pierce. 

Otis Parker, Jr., attended the public schools of Fort 
Pierce and graduated from Gordon Military Institute 
at Barnesville, Georgia. After one year (1928-29) at the 
University of Florida, he went to Cumberland Uni- 
versity Law School in Lebanon, Tennessee, and was 
graduated in 1932 with an LL.B. degree. Returning home 
to Fort Pierce, he began the practice of law with his 


father, and when his father died he entered a partner- 
ship with Walker Liddon and Frank Fee. About 1950 
Mr. Liddon retired and Wallace Sample joined the 
firm. Mr. Sample was recently appointed Circuit Judge 
of the Ninth Circuit, Division C. Since then the firm of 
Fee and Parker has continued in a general practice of 
law in Fort Pierce. 

Mr. Parker is entitled to practice in all Florida courts 
and all Federal courts except the United States Supreme 
Court. He is a member of the American Bar Association, 
the Florida Bar, and the St. Lucie County Bar Associa- 
tion, of which he is a past president; also a member of 
the International Association of Insurance Counsel. 

About 1935 Mr. Parker bought land in Fort Pierce 
Farms and had it set out in citrus groves. He is a 
member of Florida Citrus Mutual, Fort Pierce Growers 
Association, and Indian River Citrus Growers League. 

During the last two years of World War II Mr. Parker 
served in the United States Navy and was stationed at 
China Lake, California, as a Control Tower Operator 
First Class in Naval Aviation. 

He is a member of Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce; a member and past Exalted 
Ruler of Elks Lodge #1520 of Fort Pierce, and was vice- 
president of the Florida State Elks Association in 1956- 
57. His church is St. Andrew’s Episcopal. For recreation 
he favors hunting. 

On March 10, 1933, in Fort Pierce, Otis Robert Parker, 
Jr., married Margaret Jean Travis, daughter of Tom 
and Mildred Way Travis of Petoskey, Michigan, where 
she was born February 27, 1909. They have two children: 

1. Carol Jean, born in Petoskey, Michigan, April 13, 
1931. She married Kenneth Neill and they live in Fort 
Pierce. 

2. Otis Robert Parker, II, born in Fort Pierce Septem- 
ber 6, 1935. He married Charlene Jones, and they also 
live in Fort Pierce. 


CLAUDE CLAYTON TILLMAN, JR. 


An energetic young business man who has several 
irons in the fire is Claude Clayton Tillman, Jr. of Fort 
Pierce. Besides being founder and owner of Fort Pierce 
Typewriter Company and American Business Machines 
of West Palm Beach, he built and operates Radio Sta- 
tion WSEB in Sebring. His mother and father operate 
the Siesta Autel, formerly Padrick’s Court, a motel 
in Fort Pierce. 

Son of Claude Clayton Tillman, Sr. and Annie C. 
(Corilla) Tillman, both natives of Lenoir County, North 
Carolina, he was born at Dover, North Carolina, Jan- 
uary 6, 1921. His father was a farmer in Dover and 
was Postmaster there for thirteen years. Claude Clay- 
ton, Jr. graduated from Dover High School in 1938 and 
from Coyne Electrical School, Chicago, Illinois, in 1941. 

He and his mother came to Fort Pierce in 1939 and 
took over the management of Padrick’s Court, which 
his mother bought in 1942, and changed the name to 
Siesta Autel. That same year Claude enlisted in the 
United States Army. Transferred to the Air Force, he 
served in the Fourth Air Force as radar technician. 

When he returned from the service he worked for a 
while at the motel, then got a job as bartender at the 
Elks Lodge in Fort Pierce. Soon after that he was 
working with James Typewriter Company of Fort 
Pierce during the day and continuing to work at the 
Elks Club at night. 

He went into business for himself in 1950, when he 
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opened the Fort Pierce Typewriter Company, first lo- 
cated at 209 Orange Avenue, now at 221, where it was 
moved in 1955. The company is distributor for the 
Royal Typewriter and Victor Adding Machines and 
also has a complete line of office supplies and equip- 
ment. Through his sales for the Royal and Victor com- 
panies, Mr. Tillman has won three expense-paid trips 
for himself and wife. 

Soon after he opened his typewriter store, Mr. Tillman 
received a permit to operate Radio Station WARN in 
Fort Pierce, in partnership with his brother, Murray 
C. Tillman, who was co-owner and manager of the 
station. This station was sold November 1, 1959, and on 
November 26, 1959, Claude Tillman completed construc- 
tion on Station WSEB in Sebring and commenced to 
broadcast from there. 

He is a member of St. Lucie County Chamber of 
Commerce, the Fort Pierce Lions Club, of which he is 
currently president, the First Baptist Church of Fort 
Pierce, and is an Independent in politics. He holds a 
private pilot’s license and flies around Florida quite a 
bit. Aside from flying, golf and bowling are his favorite 
pastimes. 

On June 30, 1942, at Fort Pierce he married Margaret 
Bracken, daughter of James Wiley Bracken (deceased) 
and Eleanor Murray Bracken, who is living at Fort 
Myers, Florida. Margaret Bracken Tillman was born 
at Fort Pierece December 24, 1923. She is active in 
the St. Lucie County Elementary Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation, which she has served as president. Mr. and Mrs. 
Tillman have four children, all born in Fort Pierce: 


1. Claudia Rae Tillman, born January 28, 1945. 
2. Robert Clayton Tillman, born April 20, 1948. 
3. Susan Lynn Tillman, born May 17, 1951. 

4. Pamela Ann Tillman, born August 15, 1955. 


MADS HANSEN SOGAARD 
and Family 


One of the early settlers of White City was Mads 
Hansen Sogaard, who was born in Lindelse, Langeland, 
Denmark, on March 17, 1843, and died in White City in 
July, 1905. Son of Hans Sogaard, a landowner in Den- 
mark, he was educated in Denmark and attended the 
Naval Academy at Copenhagen. He married Elfrede 


* Johansen, the governess of his half sisters, also a native 


of Denmark, and came to the United States in 1876, 
settling at Minneapolis, Minnesota. In 1894 he came to 
White City, Florida, bought 23 acres along the St. Lucie 
River, and planted pineapples, which were not success- 
ful, but eventually he succeeded as a citrus grower ard 
farmer. The children of Mads Hansen and Elfrede (Jo- 
hansen) Sogaard were: 

1. Clara Kirstine (Sogaard) Christensen, born in Den- 
mark April 14, 1876. 

2. Ingeborg (Sogaard) Robinson. 

3. Olger Sogaard. 

4. Thyra (Sogaard) Farry. 

Clara Kirstine Sogaard was a teacher, first in White 
City where she took over the school due to the ill health 
of Mrs. J. C. Little, who was the first school teacher 
in White City. Then over a period of about five years 
Clara taught at Titusville and Merritt Island, staying 
with the Enzies at Merritt Island, and later taught in 
North Florida near Milton and McClellan, Santa Rosa 
County. Then, because of her father’s ill health, she 
fave up teaching and was connected with the old Fort 
Pierce Bank as bookkeeper and secretary with Mr. 


Frank Fee and C. M. Horton, staying with the Almands. 
Later she worked for T. S. Emerson, editor of the Fort 
Pierce News. 

Clara K. Sogaard married Lawrence Christensen, who 
was a citrus grower and for a short time a commercial 
fisherman. He sailed on supply boats which carried the 
area’s produce before roads were built, and also did 
carpenter work. His father, Andrew Christensen, whose 
wife was Marie Kristine, came to White City from 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, having survived the Johns- 
town Flood. He was postmaster at White City from 
1896 to 1906, following Olaf Olsen, the first postmaster 
and druggist there. 

Clara and Lawrence Christensen have two daughters: 

1. Marie Elfrede (Christensen) Smith, born at White 
City December 17, 1909, married James B. Smith. They 
have five children and live with Mrs. Christensen. 

2. Clara Sogaard (Christensen) Volk, born in White 
City March 26, 1917, married William L. Volk on March 
16, 1948. By a previous marriage Mrs. Volk has a 
daughter, Barbara Ann, born December 13, 1942, at 
White City. Both Mrs. Volk and Mrs. Smith are grad- 
uates of St. Lucie County High School. 

Mr. Volk, who had been in the cabinet-making busi- 
ness in St. Lucie for about four years previously, in 
1958 established Volk’s Cabinets, Inc. at White City. He 
employs nine people in his business. His cabinets are 
custom-made and are installed largely within Indian 
River, St. Lucie and Martin counties. A grove owner, 
he is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual and Fort 
Pierce Growers Association. His fraternal affiliation is 
with the Odd Fellows Atlantic Lodge #30, of which 
he is a Past Noble Grand. The Volks, Smiths, and 
Christensens are all members of Dutton Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church at White City. 

Mrs. Volk has been with St. Lucie County Bank since 
1944 and is now serving as Assistant Cashier. She is a 
member of Baldwin Rebekah Lodge #33 of Fort Pierce 
and is Past District Deputy President of District #19, 
also an adviser for Fort Pierce Theta Rho Club #9. 
Theta Rho is sponsored by the Rebekah Worldwide. 
Her daughter is a Past State President of Theto Rho 
Assembly of Florida. Mrs. Volk was the first president 
of the Tillandsia Garden Club and is still an active 
member. 


MITCHELL WOLFSON 


A prominent business man and civic leader of 
Miami, a pioneer in the television industry and “the 
man behind the nation’s most honored TV station,” 
Mitchell Wolfson is a man who has the soul of an 
artist and poet—a deep appreciation of all that is 
beautiful and worth preserving out of the past as well 
as in the present. Such a one is saddened by the 
spectacle of the blind, ruthless destruction of natural 
beauty and of irreplaceable treasures of the past 
which is often carried out in the name of modern 
progress. It was this sentiment that prompted Colonel 
Wolfson to undertake the restoration and preservation 
of the Audubon House in Key West. 

Son of Louis and Rosa (Gruner) Wolfson, Mitchell 
Wolfson was born in Key West on September 13, 1900, 
and grew up hearing its many spirited tales, both true 
and legendary. The Wolfson family moved to Miami 
while Mitchell was in his teens, so his memories of 
the island city of his birth remained uncluttered by 
any inroads of the motor age or the paraphernalia of 
modern times. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


He was educated at Ruth Hargrove Institute, 1907- 
13; Erasmus Hall, 1914-17; Columbia University; and 
graduated from the United States War Colleges at 
Battle Creek, Michigan, and Madison, Wisconsin. 

Mitchell Wolfson started his business career with 
the East Coast Wholesale Corporation, which was 
founded by his father in Key West in 1888, and he 
became treasurer of that company in 1921 and also 
president of a real estate firm in 1922. He was co- 
owner of Wometco Theatres from 1924 until the crea- 
tion of the new Wometco Enterprises in 1959. Also 
prior to the creation of that firm, he was president of 
WTVJ, a director of WFGA and president of WLOS. 
Wometco Enterprises, Inc., of which Wolfson is presi- 
dent, is a publicly owned company which operates 
WTVJ, Channel 4 in Miami (Florida’s first television 
station); WLOS-TV, Channel 13, and WLOS-AM and 
FM Radio Station in Asheville, North Carolina; the 
Wometco theatres in Greater Miami, West Palm Beach 
and Tampa; food vending and confection companies in 
South Florida and Jacksonville; and is an affiliate of 
WFGA-TV, Channel 12 in Jacksonville, and other 
interests. 


In addition to these principal occupations, Wolfson 
is a director of the First National Bank of Miami; 
Chairman of the Board of Miami Beach Federal Sav- 
ings and Loan Association; one of the founders and a 
director of the Southeast Life Insurance Company; a 
director of American Bankers Life Insurance Com- 
pany; and President of Beaver Lake Golf Course in 
Asheville, North Carolina. 


In 1939, having reached a position of considerable 
respect both in his business and civic affairs, Mitchell 
Wolfson was called upon to offer himself for election 
to the Miami Beach City Council and was elected 
three times successively, the last time to the office of 
Mayor. He resigned as Mayor to enlist in the United 
States Army and served in England, Africa, France, 
Germany and Austria. Cited by General Devers for 
meritorious service above and beyond the normal 
duty, he was honorably discharged from the Sixth 
Army Group at the war’s end with the rank of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, wearing the EAME Theatre Ribbon 
with five battle stars, the United States Bronze Star, 
and the French Croix de Guerre. 


Back at his desk, Colonel Wolfson found that the 
pace, economy and technology had all increased their 
tempo. Through his foresight Florida got its first tele- 
vision station before the federal “freeze” halted con- 
struction all across the land. While he was being 
hailed as a pioneer in television, the motion picture 
industry elected him President of the Theatre Owners 
of America, the largest trade association of its kind. 


Honors and obligations tumbled upon him like 
cascading waters. He was named Chairman of the 
influential Dade County Development Committee; the 
University of Miami conferred on him an Honorary 
Doctorate of Laws; four times he won the Freedoms 
Foundation Award for original patriotic television 
programming, and his station was four times chosen 
as best in the nation for public service news programs. 

A trustee of two hospitals and active in three 
Chambers of Commerce, he was appointed to the 
Dade Cdunty Planning Advisory Board and the Junior 
College Advisory Board and was elected Vice Presi- 
dent of the National Municipal League. He became a 
sought-after member of the Government Research 


Council, as he had previously been as a gubernatorial 
appointee to the Metropolitan Charter Board. In 1954 
he received the Good Samaritan Award of the Variety 
Club of Greater Miami; and in 1957 he was named 
an honorary life member of the Miami Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce for outstanding citizenship. 

Ever since he took up residence in the Miami area, 
Mitchell Wolfson occasionally visited Key West, and 
each time he noted that some part of the original 
scene was gone, some old landmark missing. He had 
no quarrel with filling stations and parking lots, but 
he hated to see these where once stood a remarkable 
architectural specimen more than a hundred years 
old. Then came the war, which treated Key West as 
badly as if it had been shelled by the enemy. Neces- 
sary military expansion wiped out even greater num- 
bers of the fine old homes. 

Deciding to do something about the situation, 
Colonel and Mrs. Wolfson established the Mitchell 
Wolfson Foundation; purchased the Audubon House 
in Key West, which was in danger of being razed, 
and set about the task of restoring its original charm 
and furnishing it with a treasure of antiques of the 
Audubon era. The restoration was completed in 1960, 
and the Audubon House is now one of the principal 
attractions for tourists in Key West. 

Because of the events to which it has been witness, 
the Audubon House is as much a story as a structure; 
but as the latter it is one of unusual architectural 
interest. Restored to its original appearance, it recap- 
tures the adventurous spirit and unique culture that 
made Key West at once one of the most robust and 
yet refined ports-of-call on the western seas. A city 
of sharp contrasts, it looked out on a sea shunned by 
many mariners because of the tales of piracy asso- 
ciated with it, but its early settlers were respected 
merchants and manufacturers, and visitors were im- 
pressed with the immaculate dress and demeanor of 
Key West men of affairs and their ladies. 

Back about 1830 the Audubon House (so named 
more recently) was the home of Captain John H. 
Geiger, who was born in St. Augustine in 1897. He 
seldom spoke of his youth, and rumor had it that he 
had been captured by pirates and mav have been 
forced for a short time to sail under the “Jolly Roger.” 
Be that as it may, he was a respected citizen in Key 
West, where he was the most trustel of pilots and 
ranked high in the esteem of his colleagues for his 
daring as a salvaser. The father of a large family, he 
had several beautiful daughters. and consequently his 
home was a center of gay social life. 


Time and usage have taken most of the house fur- 
nishings that were owned by Captain Geicer, and the 
Wolfsons spent many months seeking neriod antiques 
with which to furnish the Audubon House, although 
no style could be said to be absolutely tynical of Key 
West. For most of her furnishings the oll city was 
the beneficiary of the sea. Ships were wrecked on the 
reefs in such numbers that salvaging was a steady 
and continuing business. One ship mizht be out of 
London; the next from France or Spain. The people 
of Key West bought at auction draperies, carpets, 
furniture and all manner of things which the salvagers 
reclaimed from the wrecks. 

In May of 1832 Captain Geiger was host to the 
famous ornithologist, John James Audubon, who vis- 
ited Key West for the purpose of adding to his col- 
lection of portraits of North American birds, which 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


he was painting. In this project he had the coopera- 
tion of the federal government, which placed at his 
disposal the revenue cutter “Marion.” Operating out 
of Key West, the artist sailed up and down Florida 
Bay, visiting all the major keys and going as far out 
as Dry Tortugas in search of specimens. His hour of 
rising was three A. M. and his expeditions lasted at 
least until noon, sometimes all day. On his return he 
completed sketches of the birds he had seen, with all 
the plant life and other details of their native back- 
ground. Manv of his paintings are linked inseparably 
with Kev West. One is the White-Crowned Pigeon; 
another the Key West Quail Dove. 

The princival attraction at the Audubon House is 
the four-volume “elenhant” folio (30 x 40 inch paves) 
of the works of John James Audubon, which was 
presented by Colonel and Mrs. Wolfson on March 19, 
1961, during the month-long Old Island Days celebra- 
tion sponsored by the Old Island Restoration Founda- 
tion, which received its initial incentive from the 
Wolfsons’ restoration of the old house. Only about a 
half-dozen of these folios remain out of an anproxi- 
mate 170 orisinally produced, most of which were 
sold in England and on the European continent. Only 
one other folio is on disnlay in all the South, and 
none anywhere survasses the Wolfson folio in sharp- 
ness of detail or preservation of color. 


The Wolfsons’ desire to add a folio of Audubon’s 
prints to crown their achievement in the restoration 
of the Audubon House resulted in the discovery of an 
owner who refused to reveal his identity, necessitat- 
ing the offices of a third party, John Baker, the presi- 
dent emeritus of the National Audubon Society, and 
a family conference to determine whether the large 
sum of monev asked should be spent for the books. 
Wolfson credited his wife and children for their de- 
cision. c 

On the occasion of the vresentation an assembly of 
notables gave Colonel Wolfson a rising ovation. A 
number of them addressed the gathering, among 
whom was Herbert R. Savage, President of the Flori- 
da South Chanter, American Institute of Architects, 
who called Key West, “the Williamstown, the Georze- 
town, the Cane Cod and the New Orleans of Florida,” 
and presented Colonel Wolfson with a _ testimonial 
from his organization which read, in part,... “for 
inspiring the rebirth of an architectural era in Key 
West.” Colonel Wolfson stressed the fact that this is 
only a beginning, and it is his hope that it may pro- 
vide the imnetus for a continuing restoration of the 
Old Island by all groups; and that it may serve to 
bring about a deener apvreciation of America’s herit- 
age, and thus build a firmer foundation for her fu- 
ture. His slogan is, “Hold fast that which is good.” 


Currently Colonel Wolfson holds the following 
offices and memberships, in addition to some already 
mentioned: Director and member of Executive Board, 
Theatre Owners of America; Chairman Te'evision 
Committee, Theatre Owners of America; Director, 
Motion Picture Exhibitors of Florida; Director, Flori- 
da Chamber of Commerce; Director, Downtown 
Miami Business Council; member Economic Develop- 
ment Council; Economic Society of South Florida; 
Dade County Citizens Planning Board; founler-mem- 
ber Dade County Citizens Safety Council; charter 
member Miami Off-Street Parking Authority; member 
Miami Beautification Committee; Junior College Ad- 


visory Committee; Trustee, Mount Sinai Hospital, and 
Variety Children’s Hosnital, Miami; Trustee, Florida 
Sheriffs’ Boys Ranch; Director, United Fund of Dade 
County; member National Trust for Historic Preserva- 
tion; Florida Aud“bon Society; Orange Bowl Com- 
mittee; Greater Miami Aviation Association; Opera 
Guild; Mahi Shrine Temple; Viscayans; Variety Club 
of Greater Miami; Miami Club; Asheville Country 
Club, Harmonie Club of New York. 


In the past he has held the following positions and 
membershins: Presilent and Chairman of the Board, 
Theatre Owners of America; Director, American 
Theatres Association; Director, Southeastern Theatre 
Owners Association; Director, Independent Under- 
writers of Philadelphia; Vice-President, Dade County 
Research Foundation; Director, Miami Beach Chamber 
of Commerce; Vice-President and Director, Miami 
Junior Chamber of Commerce; Director and charter 
member, Miami Beach Rotary Club; Treasurer Miami 
Parking and Traffic Improvement Committee; member, 
Greater Miami Airport Association; Vice-President, 
Miami YMCA; member Dade County Health Unit; Spe- 
cial Gifts Chairman, Red Cross; Dade County Treasurer, 
Camp and Hospital Committee for Red Cross; Trustee, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and member Budget Board, 
Dade County Community Chest; Division Chairman, 
Mercy Hospital Building Fund Drive; Florida Co- 
Chairman, Army-Navy Relief and War Bond Drives; 
Florida Chairman, Greek Relief Drive; member 
Greater Miami Officers Club; First Assistant Chief 
Barker, Variety Club of Greater Miami; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Westview Golf and Country Club; Director, 
Confederacy of Southern Associations; Chairman by 
Presidential Appointment, Commission for the Com- 
memoration of the 175th Anniversary of the Siming 
of the Declaration of Independence. His biography 
appears in “Who’s Who in America.” 

On January 27, 1926, in Miami, Florida, Mitchell 
Wolfson married Frances Louise Cohen, whose sketch 
follows. Thev have two sons and a daughter: Louis 
Wolfson II, Mitchell Wolfson, Jr., and Frances Louise, 
now Mrs. Jack Waxenberg. 


FRANCES LOUISE COHEN WOLFSON 


Mrs. Mitchell Wolfson is a fourth generation 
Floridian and native of Pensacola, daughter of Adolph 
Cohen and Theresa Froelichstein. Both parents were 
natives of Pensacola, and her father’s father, a Pensa- 
cola judge, also was born in that city. Her father was 
in the real estate business and was the realtor who 
opened up the land which connects the City of Pen- 
sacola with the Navy Yard. 


Both sides of her family loved America and provec¢ 
their devotion to their country. Her grandparents 
went through the Civil War, in which the men folk 
fought; her mother’s brother was a hero of Vera Cruz 
—one of the seventeen American boys killed there in 
1914; and her husband distinguished himself in 
Europe in World War II. 


Frances Cohen was named for her two grand- 
mothers. Her mother had been educated in a convent 
in Mobile, Alabama, and Frances gratuated from a 
convent in Pensacola and attended another convent in 
Miami. She also attended the Armstrong School in 
Pensacola. She returned to Pensacola for her debut, 
which was a tremendous social affair. So was her 


[253] 






burs fatiqnoti aria | neh -_ 
ahicolf oxterc? :iosiM daslewol 
shal to bout holin oloenit 
ninetdaedt siveteilt wad deere? f 





-ittoD fwokl ognetO jytohed. 

srsqgO eiteomaA cpilarwA. 40 
dem vate jeosvewi¥ ait 
quaved aftivartnA sduf? 7 


e ontaat ia Fi 
“Wiiattt «stew to 
stio¥ wath Yo GD vinomrel duly 

bas etoilizeq yalwollot edt Blom end of taou. okt xed 
biol oft lo nacmiald beo Joon) sacdderodonen 
I coiromA Io aronwl) 
ulsett jdovleinowA 2ortacsT 
4sotostil tnotinineveA = astertewO 
ee ubett ‘troblesy%- oni¥ wsidgtgbelidl to wratinw 
selded [S doeell inmiM pound -aebetbrwe™ dowel 
ayant) oO 
t ceo Jo tdiead) seiewt 
dur Y visio dowell ined coder 
redrerort ‘wedtirne) taeemovorqinl offusl hag lado fs 
ininoee A | Progai A ienaa i 
vie fell rant emo 


anieonT nme begs sAtvoe 


drvbizstt-sal7 
iret WW saseesss 


Snobisert~esiF 
~ae vial’ Dies OMY innit 


s bal andts wre apy oda Gs. fn 
r + Het.) hav wot sontimian:. I et i ort 


seowint) Snel, - 


innit. setae 
yo. oungS 


bl deetejae. 
ft rest Yo uk 
oki Severe D> ; 
. “iadinee nt echeay isted 
KK) ott rt 
stiri? ath te te ans AVE weld ie yom icone ro 
one were Ag su 6 eye ratsetl ad} th 
be . a? of W Aon” ai anemone 


| cage boittenr oqablle 
~eeenns « beg unos 097 aad vohT xwallel 
iin esonmd Bas tL wsoatioW Model TF aactio’ 

srednoxsW doe jth 


VOFAIO# AHO? TPES mr at 


oerene, dial 
Aqfot A jo ttiiyuab eiorens9F Yo dibay eae 
yew Asreiéa dio oigtydoilven’l agés5 
nee & gorttul eosfiet ed Dine steams We 
“iio faint fi chro ee 
m bie eaoriged 4 


aaw wind sor 
offw svotlnet off? 2 
atte ‘to’ vt) atl? atywecon doi bunk AH Her Lenogo 
DbreY wet add thie saloons 

devery bes arbamA bevel ¢fisnel tud Io eshte 
weereqbrets yall pena “ie 6 5 
. Mat ase adi Heide Bi ae HID Sad | 
so) enaV lo ond w ekw ition a'yadion 1 r] 
ait o1ed? bellik nyod nettamA Apativevee SETS; 
m Voawid hadelrege tai. Pees 
, RS 36 sie Wt gio 

wi hear any andor weet 







































































fis diiw ogee Prout pega hr 
ond oviten sted? Yo alintol sadto- 
videnesant budell ow agadtqleg 
scoonit caceicarm alt vi 


ci wevoH aodubyA sdt ts qoitomits ot 
(agen: pont OF 9 88) oiled “Inevinale” emulov-su0ledr 
aew dotiw soniye hys gocret ado te — odt th 
At dort co costioW welt fon! fexolod pith ; 
Lexdofen ave basiel bIO yrot-diteom pups: nu 
-ghaue?t noiteroteeH brelel bfO oda 
otf? mort svijasont {sitini ati bevisost Aside 
g toda ¥laO saves! io odd to poiteroteor' fc 
-ixoiges on Yo tuo ainmer goilol sedt to 6 “Meg 
gtow doistw to Reoat ,heovhotq yilenivito ng be 
VinO Insriides wave off ao bris brelentt 
her tee! oF lic of valoaib no’ ai oiler pedo 
-tede at oifol comtioW oft escenctire aredwytte § 
pr tepapeniniie sith 
SroduboA Yo ollat a Dhe of stash “eneslloW ¢ it 
trollevodaet ott af intserveldon tioft awor of 
ne te Yieveowbh ot mi Paitheoy seualt veh 1 
~Iedixesoen. .yiitnebl aid Inova ot Poavler ortw ii 
-lnomy oftt 7908 ndobk wihied Mid? 6 Yo aonio «: 
Ena .yisine® oodubyA lnneiish oAb lo: persovhers’ 
evrel aft rorortw. ocioretab of saeugtaog ys 
chad gatigvabimparetre syne 
«@i\ ert? 401 orbits hea sliw sn) rane 


* 
4 


A *) 


ie itucin (8 sititledvialerit edt % 

A .nefiavea pelt 2 voslloW. Headhee 
srome .ttredten, odi bomethks “mesa 

“Pat Maier mma aM 

steel A Yo ahwitent or 

-sPT0e ont awoleecniliW de aS he I . 

* akito!D to emmaO wot od Sis Va wet ~ 

pitenities & dhe SRR votiseotg 1 

10"... dat ant deo laidve doitesinagye aide 

vod nt 219 lerudeidame rth 

2i vit) $odd. Jontor - 

-ouy yam 1 tedd eqor gist sia 

ad? % colimintess tha recone 

at ovise vem ti jad? Drm, nue 

-Hivd slaolieraA to noizaioewan toaagh 

ioe edie meat 


inca venti > seandes 






yo wlan sound Sad 4 Be as 
pay pevqenn o Stee fl 


Scone marserine~ 4 +0 Sant 






vo oat a a 
ide nee ed i paion 4p aera )...wiawe “ey 


vest ap vite Se hy his «fey 
oe sth” yer 9a aoe 


Py ya a ak yon Cd ie hs 


tae ie any’ aly t 


Aw 


THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


wedding to Mitchell Wolfson, which took place in 
Miami on January 27, 1926. 

Mrs. Wolfson’s contributions to humanity are many. 
While her outstanding success in getting the Miami 
Symphony Club established—and, more recently, her 
‘_ great research work in helping her husband with the 
restoration of the Audubon House in Key West—are 
her most dramatic achievements, there are others. 
She helped get the Girl Scouts organized in Miami 
Beach; she has been active in the Red Cross and 
- conducted classes during the war; and she has worked 
with and for the following groups: The Variety Club 
(as a member of the Women’s Committee in helping 
the Crippled Children); the Mount Sinai Hospital (a 
chartered life member); the Miami Music Club; the 
Joe and Emily Lowe Art Galleries; the Museum of 
Science and Natural History; the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation; the U.D.C.; the Viscayans; 
Westview Country Club of Miami, and the Country 
Club of Asheville, North Carolina. 

As regards the Miami Symphony Club, she became 
its president the second year of its existence and 
started it toward success that year. She continued to 
serve the Club as president for six years. Now in its 
ninth vear, it is an established and highly appreciated 
institution in the area. She is, of course, a trustee of 
the Club. Although its headquarters are now at the 
* University of Miami, when Mrs. Wolfson first became 
president she opened an office which she maintained 
for two vears. There was no treasury. The club started 
with a dollar a member as dues, and then an endow- 
ment fund for the University of Miami was set up 
by the membership. When Mrs. Wolfson left office 
there was $100,000 in this fund, the interest from 
which provides scholarships in Music at the Univer- 
sity of Miami. Mrs. Wolfson guided the Club in these 
goals: Helping the Symphony Orchestra of the Uni- 
versity of Miami; giving scholarships; acquiring a 
Library of Music at the University; sponsoring con- 
certs for children at the Dade County Auditorium 
twice a year; giving Pop concerts, and the annual 
Benefit Ball. She is Chairman of the Trustees, each 
of whom gives $500 a year toward the work. 

For the necessary research work involved in the 
restoration of the Audubon House, Colonel Wolfson 
gives the larger part of the credit to his faithful help- 
mate. 


HOWARD TAYLOR 


Howard (“Chip”) Taylor, a retired dairyman of fort 
Pierce, came to Florida from West Virginia with his 
father, D. H. Taylor, who bought forty acres in Fort 
Pierce Farms, where he raised citrus fruit and some 
vegetables and had cattle, and eventually established 
Taylor’s Dairy. D. H. Taylor had been a master me- 
chanic in Clarksburg, West Virginia, and was a charter 
member of the United Brethren Church there and a 
32nd degree Mason. Howard’s mother was Rebecca 
Ellen Nixon. Both parents were natives of West Vir- 
ginia and died in Fort Pierce. 

Born at Clarksburg, West Virginia, November 5, 1893, 
Howard Taylor received his education in the public 
schools of that town. After working on his father’s 
farm in Florida for six years, he returned to Clarksburg 
in 1916 to work as an electrician for Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Company and was there until he entered the 
Navy in November, 1917. He served as Electrician 


Third Class, stationed at Brooklyn Navy Yard and later 
at Hampton Roads, Virginia. When he got out of the 
Navy in 1919 he returned to Fort Pierce and worked 
for J. B. Selvitz, a plumber. 

In 1923 his father retired and Howard took over the 
dairy business at Fort Pierce Farms, which he operated 
successfully for the next twenty-three years. When he 
retired in 1946 he had about 125 head of Guernsey 
cows, 90 of them milking, on 155 acres of pasture land. 
At that time he sold the cows to Kenneth Williams and 
leased the land to him until about four years ago (1955), 
when he sold it. 

Mr. Taylor is a member of St. Lucie County Cattle- 
men’s Association, St. Lucie County Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Stephen N. Gladwin Post #248 of the Ameri- 
can Legion, and the First Methodist: Church of Fort 
Pierce, in which his wife is an active worker. He is an 
Independent in politics. Mr. Taylor used to play golf, 
and he loves to go fishing. 

At Fort Pierce on June 1, 1922, he married Ethel 
Fultz, who was born in Fort Pierce November 26, 1899. 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor have a son and a daughter, both 
born in Fort Pierce. Howard Taylor, Jr. is Agricultura! 
Agent for Flagler County. Mary Eleanor Taylor marrie | 
Earl Roberts, who lives in Jacksonville, Florida. 


WILLIAM EDWARD ZACHOW 


One of the younger businessmen of Fort Pierce, Wil- 
liam E. Zachow has been manager of the Sherwin-Wil- 
liams Paint Company’s store in that city for five years, 
or since January, 1955, and is now operating the busi- 
ness known as Paint Bucket, Inc. 

Born January 9, 1925, in Kansas City, Missouri, where 
he attended public school and graduated from the East 
Coast High School in 1942, he is a son of Arthur William 
and Bernice Eva (Jackson) Zachow, both living in Fort 
Pierce. His father was born in Pallatine, Illinois, and 
before his retirement was secretary-treasurer of Havens 
Structural Steel Corporation of Kansas City, Missouri. 
He formerly owned groves in St. Lucie County. William 
Edward’s mother was born September 28, 1892, on the 
Yellowstone River near Big Timber, Montana. 

As soon as he graduated from high school, young Mr. 
Zachow joined the United States Marine Corps and 
served with the Third and Fourth Divisions in the South 
Pacific, taking part in the battles of the Solomon Is- 
lands, and was discharged with the rank of corporal on 
December 26, 1945 

Returning to Kansas City, Missouri, he opened the 
Crown Cleaners and operated this business for five 
years. He then sold the business and an apartment 
house he owned in Kansas City and moved to Fort 
Pierce, Florida, in June of 1950. Soon after his arrival 
he bought an orange grove in St. Lucie County and 
for the next six years was a citrus grower. 

Meanwhile, in October of 1954, he joined the Sherwin- 
Williams Paint Company and, after taking training in 
branch operations at West Palm Beach and attending 
their merchandising schools in Chicago, Illinois, and 
Cleveland, Ohio, opened the Fort Pierce branch of this 
nation-wide paint company and operated it until March 
1, 1960; then purchased an interest in Paint Bucket, 
Inc., of which he is secretary and operating manager. 

Mr. Zachow is an associate member of Fort Pierce 
Contractors Association, a member of St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce, past president and a recipient 
of the Distinguished Service Award of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, and is manager of the Jaycees’ 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Little League baseball team. He is also a charter mem- 
ber of the Sandy Shoes Festival, a member of Fort 
Pierce Rotary Club, Elks Lodge #1520 of Fort Pierce, 
the Pelican Yacht Club, and the First Presbyterian 
Church of Fort Pierce. In politics he is a Democrat. 
Fishing, boating and hunting are his favorite pastimes. 

He was married in Kansas City, Missouri, June 8, 
1944, to Betty Jean Hubler, daughter of Harry H. and 
Mary Emily (Renne) Hubler, who was born in Kansas 
City, January 6, 1926. They have two children: William 
Arthur, born May 14, 1949, in Kansas City, Missouri; 
Bethany Jean, born June 5, 1951, in Fort Pierce, Florida. 


WILLIAM R. DANNAHOWER, D.D.S. 


This young dentist, who has been practicing his pro- 
fession in Fort Pierce since August, 1956, is a native 
son of St. Lucie County, Florida, where he was born 
July 10, 1927. His father, Franklin Roy Dannahower, 
who was born in Kansas City, Missouri, December 4, 
1886, came to St. Lucie County about 1922, bought land 
and developed it into citrus groves which he operated 


. for 25 years, selling the groves in 1947. He was As- 


sistant Postmaster in the Fort Pierce Post Office when 
he retired in 1949, having been in the postal service for 
twenty-five years in Fort Pierce and in Kansas City 
Post Office fifteen years prior to that. William Roy’s 
mother was Ruth Mary Landis, a native of Iowa, where 
she was born on Christmas Day, 1898. Both parents 
are living in Kansas City, Missouri. 

When he graduated from St. Lucie County High 
School in 1945, young Dannahower entered the army, 
but in less than a year he contracted rheumatic fever 
and was given a disability discharge. In the school 
year 1946-47 he attended Florida Southern College; 
then in September, 1947, entered the University of 
Kansas City College of Liberal Arts and received his 
B.A. degree in June, 1950. Having specialized in the 
study of Biology, he went on to the School of Dentistry 
of the University of Kansas City and was graduated 
in 1953 with a D.D.S. degree. 


During his first postgraduate year he served as clin- 
ical instructor in Operative Dentisty at the University 
of Kansas City School of Dentistry, then served two 
years as assistant professor of Oral Diagnosis and 
Radiodontia. In August of 1956 he returned to Fort 
Pierce and began his practice at his present location, 
210 South Fourth Street, where he has two operating 
rooms. 

Dr. Dannahower was active in bringing fluoridation to 
Fort Pierce drinking water, an issue which was recently 
decided in a referendum. He is a member of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association, Florida State Dental Society, 
and the East Coast District Dental Society. 

Equally active outside of his professional circles, Dr. 
Dannahower is president of Paint Bucket, Inc., a Fort 
Pierce concern; is a member of Fort Pierce-St. Lucie 
County Chamber of Commerce, past president of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, and a member of the 
Fort Pierce Kiwanis Club. He is also a director of the 
St. Lucie County Tuberculosis and Health Association 
and served as sales chairman in 1958. In the First 
Presbyterian Church of Fort Pierce he is chairman of 
the Board of Deacons, on which his father also served 
some years ago. His political affiliation is Democratic. 
As a leisure time activity Dr. Dannahower enjoys the 
exhilaration of water skiing. 

In Kansas City, Missouri, on June 23, 1950, William 


Roy Dannahower married Lucia Ann Sevier, daughter 
of Charles Dine and Lucia Sevier of Kansas City, where 
she was born July 26, 1923. Mrs. Dannahower is a mer 
ber of the P.E.O. and the Jayceettes and is active in 
the women’s affairs of the First Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. and Mrs. Dannahower are the parents of three 
sons: ¢ 

1. William David, born August 3, 1953, in Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

2. James Lawrence, born November 12, 1955, in Kan- 
sas City, Missouri. 

3. Steven Brian, born August 8, 1958, in Fort Pierce, 
Florida. 


SHERMAN N. SMITH, JR. 


For the past twenty-five years, with the exception 
of his years in the Navy in World War II, Sherman N. 
Smith, Jr., has been practicing law in Vero Beach, 
where his father also was an eminent lawyer for more 
than twenty-five years, and has served the county and 
state in political offices for the greater part of twenty 
years. 

He was born in Crossville, Tennessee, June 13, 1914, 
son of Sherman N., Sr., and Birdie (Bandy) Smith. His 
mother, who is living in Vero Beach, was born in Cross- 
ville, Tennessee, February 23, 1892; his father, born in 
Boatland, Tennessee, September 15, 1887, died in Vero 
Beach, January 22, 1958. The senior Mr. Smith graduated 
from Cumberland University Law School in the class 
of 1914 and practiced law in Crossville, Tennessee, until 
1922, when he moved to Henrietta, Oklahoma. He came 
to Vero Beach, Florida, in 1925. Before leaving Ten- 
nessee he served as County Judge, and continued to 
be an influential figure in politics and civic affairs . 

Sherman Smith, Jr., graduated from Vero Beach 
High School in 1932, from Tennessee Polytechnic In- 
stitute, Cookeville, Tennessee, in 1933, and from Cum- 
berland University Law School, Lebanon, Tennessee, 
in 1935 with a Bachelor of Laws degree. Returning to 
Vero Beach, he became associated with the law firm of 
Vocelle and Mitchell. After two years the firm was re- 
organized and the name changed to Mitchell, Smith and 
Mitchell. The older Mr. Mitchell, Charles A., died in 
1949 and Mr. Smith became senior member of the firm. 
Having undergone further changes since then, it is now 
Smith, Diamond and Heath. Mr. Smith practices in all 
state and federal courts and is a member of the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, the Florida Bar, and the Indian 
River County Bar Association, of which he is a past 
president. 

In September, 1942, Sherman N. Smith, Jr., entered 
the United States Navy as an Ensign and served, mostly 
on the staff of the Commander of Amphibious Group II, 
in the European, African and Pacific theaters. He re- 
ceived the Navy Commendation Ribbon for service in 
six major campaigns and was released from the service 
in January, 1946, with the rank of Lieutenant. He is a 
member of the American Legion and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and is a former Commander in the latter 
organization. 

Mr. Smith was elected prosecuting attorney of Indian 
River County in 1940 and held that office twelve years, 
including his time in the Navy. He was elected to the 
House of Representatives in the Florida Legislature 
and served from 1952 to 1956. At the present time he is 
County Attorney of Indian River County. 

He is a member of the Florida State Chamber of 
Commerce, a former vice-president of the State Junior 
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Chamber of Commerce, and a member of the Vero 
Beach Chamber of Commerce; a past president of the 
Vero Beach Kiwanis Club, a former member and 
trustee of the Elks, and a member of the Vero Beach 
Country Club. At the Community Church of Vero 
Beach he has been Moderator for several years and is a 
former trustee of the church. He likes to play golf at 
the Country Club and to go fishing now and then. 


Mrs. Smith was Olive Heath of Hastings, Florida, 
where she was born November 4, 1914, daughter of 
George H. and Bessie L. Heath. Her mother’s people 
originally settled in Belleview, Marion County. She was 
born in Alachua County. Her father is from an old 
Putnam County family and was born in Hastings, St. 
Johns County. Formerly a potato farmer, he was later 
maintenance supervisor of the Florida State Road De- 
partment. He and his wife live on Pigeon Key. 


Sherman N. Smith and Olive Heath were married in 
Vero Beach, August 22, 1937. They have three children, 
all born in Vero Beach: 


1. Shirley Olive, born July 20, 1938, who is married 
to Michael O’Haire. 

2. Sherman N. Smith, III, born February 22, 1946. 

3. Roger Lance Smith, born August 12, 1951. 


WALTER F. GRAVES, JR. 


A citrus grower and packer in Indian River County, 
Walter F. Graves, Jr., is secretary-treasurer of Indian 
River Exchange Packers, Inc., which he and his brother 
Robert organized in 1946. Their groves are in Wabasso 
and were set out in 1921 by their father and uncle, 
Walter F., Sr., and J. E. Graves. The father, who was 
born in Madison County, Virginia, came to northwest 
Florida about 1895 and had lumber mills and a tur- 
pentine business at DeFuniak Springs and at Freeport 
and Hosford. In 1919 he bought land in Wabasso, Indian 
River County, and had a lumber mill there 2s well as 
his groves. He died in Jacksonville in June, 1937. Walter, 
Jr.’s mother, who is living in Vero Beach, was Eleanor 
Tatum from Alabama. 


Born in Geneva, Alabama, November 6, 1902, Walter 
F. Graves, Jr., attended Georgia Military Academy, 
Washington and Lee University at Lexington, Virginia, 
and the University of Florida. Up until the time he and 
his brother established their citrus packing house, 
Walter worked in the lumber business of his father and 
uncle, Graves Brothers Company, at Hosford and at 
Wabasso, 


Indian River Exchange Packers handle about 500,000 
boxes of fruit yearly and employ about 125 people in 
season. They are affiliated with Florida Citrus Exchange 
of Tampa and ship under the labels of “Florigold” and 
“Flo.” Walter Graves is a member of Indian River 
Citrus League and a charter member of Florida Citrus 
Mutual, of which his brother is a director. A cousin, 
J. R. Graves, is chairman of the Florida Citrus Commis- 
sion. 


Our Mr. Graves is also a member of the Rotary Club 
and the Riomar Club of Vero Beach, Sigma Nu social 
fraternity of the University of Florida, W. B. Barnett 
Masonic Lodge #187, Jacksonville Consistory and Bahia 
Temple Shrine, Orlando, and the Trinity Episcopal 
Church of Vero Beach. He finds relaxation in golf 
and fishing. 


In Brinswick, Georgia, on April 15, 1947, Mr. Graves 


married Lonva Williams, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John C. Williams of Brooklyn, New York, where she 
was born on August 29, 1906. 


EGERTON EVERETT CARTER 


The R. D. Carter Engineering Company of Vero 
Beach, founded in 1911 by Robert D. Carter, is one of 
the largest engineering firms between Jacksonville and 
Miami, and has done work all over southern Florida. 
Eldest son of the founder, Egerton Everett Carter is 
now senior partner of the firm. Mr. Carter is also vice- 
president of Marion and Carter Engineering Associates 
of Vero Beach and president of Carter and Zeuch 
Groves, Inc. He is a rancher, too, and has been much 
concerned with agricultural stabilization and soil con- 
servation programs in this state for a good many years. 

Egerton Everett Carter was born in Hendersonville, 
North Carolina, March 9, 1902, son of Lilliam D. (Pur- 
key) and Robert Daniel Carter, whose sketch follows. 
He attended the University of Florida from 1920 to 1923, 
leaving there to go into his father’s engineering firm. 
From 1930 to 1939 he was Resident Engineer for the 
State Road Department; from 1939 to 1957, County Road 
Superintendent for the Indian River Company. Since 
1957 he has been head of the R. D. Carter firm, which 
employs about 35 people. 

Mr. Carter recently sold to the Mackle Company for 
subdividing purposes 1,600 acres which had been his 
ranch and pasture land. He still has some cattle on 
160 acres, and some horses, including two thoroughbred 
Palominos. 

He has been a member of the Agricultural Stabiliza- 
tion Conservation Committee for 16 or 17 years, most 
of that time as chairman, and has been a Soil Conserva- 
tion Supervisor from Indian River District for 15 years. 
Appointed to the State Soil Conservation Board by 
Governor Collins in 1954, he is now chairman of that 
board. On February 13, 1960, he received from Govy- 
ernor LeRoy Collins the much-coveted annual Gover- 
nor’s Award for the outstanding man in soil and water 
conservation work in 1959 for the State of Florida. 

Mr. Carter is a charter member of the Professional 
Land Surveyors Association of Florida; a member of 
the Florida State Chamber of Commerce and the Vero 
Beach Chamber of Commerce; a member of Grace 
Methodist Church of Wabasso and of its official Board 
of Stewards. 

Mrs. Carter is a trustee of the Indian River County 
School Board and has been for many years. She is the 
former Gertrude Miller, daughter of Marvin M. and 
Gertrude (Overstreet) Miller, and was born in Kissim- 
mee September 25, 1918. She and Mr. Carter were 
married in Dade City February 9, 1935. They have three 
sons and two daughters: Robert Daniel Carter and 
Mildred Carter Frasier (Mr. Carter’s children by a 
former marriage), and Marvin Egerton Carter, Everett 
Stanley Carter, and Joye Carter. 


ROBERT DANIEL CARTER 


A pioneer resident of Wabasso and prominent Indian 
River County civil engineer, Robert Daniel Carter was 
the oldest of five sons of Dr. and Mrs. Wilbur Wesley 
Carter of Eufaula, Alabama, where he was born Au- 
gust 10, 1877. His middle name was for Daniel Boone, 
with whom the Carters had originally crossed the 
mountains from Virginia. When he was thirteen years 
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old his family moved to Tennessee. There, on Febru- 
ary 14, 1901, he married Lillian D. Purkey, who was 
born in Morristown May 29, 1882. They made their 
home at Hendersonville, North Carolina, where Mr. 
Carter was a civil engineer. 

In line of business, he came to Florida in 1911 to 
make a survey for the Indian River Farms Company, 
the object being to determine the feasibility of drain- 
ing the area for citrus and general agriculture. He 
came first to Daytona, then to Fort Pierce, and finally, 
in 1911, to Vero Beach, at that time simply called Vero, 
where he drove the first stake for the future town, 
surveyed it, and drained the low-lying land for set- 
tlers. He located a homestead in Wabasso and moved 
there in 1913. Being a farmer as well as engineer, he 
developed the homestead into a dairy and later for beef 
cattle, as well as for general crops. He was always 
seeking to apply new and improved methods of Florida 
agriculture to his farm. He was also interested in citrus 
growing and developed a large grove near Vero Beach. 

As a-civil engineer he spent years in the building 
and development of that area and closely watched and 
furthered its growth for nearly half a century. As 
head of the R. D. Carter engineering firm, he had much 
to do with drainage, bridges, and roads, mostly in that 
section, as well as other engineering projects. He was 
chief engineer for the Indian River Farms Drainage 
District and for the Sebastian River Drainage District. 

Mr. Carter was a loyal member of Grace Methodist 
Church in Wabasso, a member of the Vero Beach Ma- 
sonic Lodge, and a humanitarian who never forgot hu- 
man need. Many individuals and organizations, both 
white and colored, have reason to remember with grati- 
tude his acts of kindness and generosity through the 
years. 

Robert D. Carter died in Vero Beach June 30, 1956. 
His wife died January 5, 1959. Both were buried in 
Crestlawn Cemetery, Vero Beach. Of their four chil- 
dren (three sons and a daughter), two survive: Egerton 
E. Carter of Wabasso and Vero Beach, whose sketch 
precedes, and Mrs. C. E. Wilcox of Harrington, Dela- 
ware. 


THOMAS EDWARD HOGAN 


Farmer, citrus grower and cattleman, Thomas Edward 
Hogan, founder and president of Hogan and Sons of 
Vero Beach, is a second generation native Floridian. 
His grandfather, Joseph Hogan, came from Virginia and 
settled in Hamilton County, Florida, shortly after the 
Civil War. His father, Albert Sidney Hogan, and his 
mother, Laura Texas Zipperer, were both born in 
Hamilton County and died in Pompano. 

Born near Jasper on January 30, 1888, Thomas Edward 
Hogan attended the public schools of Suwannee County 
and worked on the farm with his father until 1909. 
Having recently been married, he bought his own farm 
near Houston and raised corn, cotton, and peanuts. He 
sold this farm in 1911 and bought another near Well- 
born. In October, 1912, he moved to Jacksonville and 
for the next four years worked as a streetcar conductor 
for Jacksonville Traction Company. His next move, in 
June, 1917, was to Akron, Ohio, where he worked in 
the B. F. Goodrich Tire factory. He returned to the farm 
in Suwannee County in 1918 and continued to farm 
there until he moved to Vero Beach. 

Arriving in Vero Beach with his family on January 
1, 1920, he made a living for a while by picking citrus 
fruit fot other growers and by fishing. He began to 


grow tomatoes, getting more experience with each 
year’s crop, until by December of 1929 he was in the 
tomato-growing business exclusively. Mr. Hogan was 
the first to plant two crops of tomatoes a year. About 
1925, when he was plowing up a field to plant beans 
where tomatoes had been grown, he discovered that 
some tomato plants from seed of the previous crop 
were coming up. It was most unusual for tomatoes to be 
growing in September, and he decided to experiment 
and planted a crop of tomato plants. In December of 
that year his tomatoes were being sold in the local 
markets. Ever since then he has planted spring and 
fall tomato crops successfully. 

He bought his first land in 1941, and in 1949 built the 
present packing house. Hogan and Sons, a partnership, 
was formed after World War II, when Mr. Hogan gave 
to each of his two sons and two sons-in-law a 20% 
interest in the business. In the 1957-58 season the Hogans 
brought their tomatoes to the State Farmers’ Market 
at Fort Pierce, where they were packed by the Fort 
Pierce Tomato Growers. Since then the Vero Beach 
operation is concerned with the growing, packing and 
shipping of citrus fruit, and with cattle raising. The 
Hogans have had cattle for several years now. On their 
ranch, seven-and-a-half miles southwest of Vero Beach, 
they raise a commercial herd with thoroughbred Brah- 
man and Shorthorn bulls. 

Mr. Hogan is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
Florida Citrus Exchange of Tampa, and Indian River 
Cattlemen’s Association. He was elected to the Indian 
River Drainage District as one of the supervisors about 
eleven years ago (1949), and is still serving in that 
capacity. He is a Mason of Vero Lodge #250 and a mem- 
ber of the First Baptist Church of Vero Beach. His wife 
is active in the Missionary Society of the church. Mr. 
Hogan used to go hunting in his younger days and still 
enjoys fishing. 

He was married at Wellborn, Florida, November 22, 
1908, to Verdie Johns, daughter of James Hardy and 
Mamie (Evers) Johns. She was born at Houston, Florida, 
June 21, 1886. Mr. and Mrs. Hogan are the parents of 
the following eight children: 

1. Doris Marie, born April 26, 1910, at Houston, who 
died at eight months. 

2. Myrtle Hogan Streetman, born July 13, 1911, near 
Houston. 

3. Ethel Hogan Gunter, born December 30, 1912, at 
Jacksonville. 

4. Hazel Hogan Barrett, born March 2, 1915, at Jack- 
sonville. 

5. Luther Edward Hogan, born May 15, 1919, at Well- 
born, who was lost at sea in 1942 as pilot of a B-24 in the 
U.S. Air Corps. 

6. Mamie Hogan, born January 30, 1922, at Vero 
Beach. 

7. Albert Roy Hogan, born August 4, 1923, at Vero 
Beach. 

8. Chester Ray Hogan, born November 5, 1924, at 
Vero Beach. 


RALPH WALDO SEDGWICK 


Ralph Waldo Sedgwick has been a resident of Vero 
Beach since 1920, and is one of the founders of the 
First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Indian 
River County, of which he is now president and man- 
ager as well as one of the directors. 

Mr. Sedgwick was born near Fairland, Shelby County, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Indiana, on April 10, 1899, a son of Riley Sherman and 
Lucy Pond Sedgwick. His father, who was a farmer, was 
born in Shelby County in 1864. Both parents died in 
Shelbyville, Indiana. Growing up on a nearby farm, 
he received his education in the public schools of Fair- 
land. 

He came to Vero Beach in 1920 and for the first four 
years worked with the Indian River Products Company. 
Becoming interested in the real-estate business, which 
at that time was booming, he became a broker in 1925. 
Late in 1929 he became associated with the Indian River 
County Bank and some time later with the Farmers 
Bank of Vero Beach, and continued this connection 
until 1935. At that time he was one of a group who 
organized the First Federal Savings and Loan Associa- 
tion, becoming one of its original directors and its 
secretary-treasurer and manager in December, 1935, 
serving in this capacity until 1956 when he was elected 
president. Mr. Sedgwick served as secretary and treas- 
urer for ten years and is a past president of the Florida 
Savings and Loan League, a member of its Executive 
Committee and of the Executive. Committee of the 
United States Savings and Loan League. 

Mr. Sedgwick is very active in Chamber of Com- 
merce work, being, a member of the national and state 
organizations, a past president of the Vero Beach Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and an associate member of the 
Junior Chamber. He is vice-president of Tropics, Inc., 
which owns WTTB radio station; is a past president 
of the Vero Beach Rotary Club; a member of Vero 
Beach Lodge #250, F. & A. M.; a state director of the 
Children’s Home Society of Florida; a member of the 
First Methodist Church of Vero Beach and has served 
several years on its official Board of Stewards; also a 
member of the Florida Conference Board of Pensions of 
the Methodist Church. 

As a bachelor Mr. Sedgwick has a rather unusual 
hobby of visiting the sick, bringing cheer and comfort 
to those who are confined by illness—a great work of 
mercy. His humanitarian tendency is further indicated 
by his interest in the Children’s Home Society. He 
served for several years as a member of the Board 
of Directors of the local hospital and as treasurer of 
Indian River County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross. He is listed in “Who’s Who in the South and 
Southwest” and in Volume III of Dr. Dovell’s “Florida— 
Historic, Dramatic, Contemporary.” 


WALTER SAMUEL BUCKINGHAM 


Among the foremost citizens of Vero Beach is Welter 
S. Buckingham, who has been connected with the citrus 
industry in Indian River County for forty years. He 
is also a partner and holds a half-interest in the Buck- 
ingham-Wheeler Insurance Agency, a business of long 
standing. Mr. Buckingham is credited with contacts 
and negotiations leading to the refinancing of the In- 
dian River Farms Drainage District by the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation in December of 1936, result- 
ing in a saving to the district of approximately one 
million dollars. 

He and his parents were born in Shelby County, Indi- 
ana: his father, James William Buckingham, in 1858; 
his mother, Mary Lowden Buckingham, in 1859; and 
himself on February 11, 1891. His father was a farmer, 
grain elevator operator, and livestock buyer in Morris- 
town, Indiana. He died in 1922. 

Walter graduated from Morristown High School in 


1909 and from DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana, 
in 1913 with an A.B. degree. Preparing himself for a 
teaching career, he did postgraduate work at the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley, and at Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York City. For four years he taught school 
and was a high school principal at Delphi, Indiana. In 
May, 1917, he entered the United States Army and 
served overseas in World War I for the greater part of 
a year, attached to the 84th Division, 334th Regiment, 
as Adjutant of the Second Battalion, and was honorably 
discharged in October, 1919. 

Returning from the Army, he took up his residence in 
Vero Beach, Florida, and on January 1, 1920, undertook 
his duties as secretary-treasurer of Indian River Prod- 
ucts Company. He still holds this position and is now 
secretary-treasurer of Oslo Citrus Growers Association 
and of the following companies or corporations: Oslo 
Packing Company, Oslo Hammock Corporation, Sexton 
Groves, Sexton-Talbert Products Company, McKee- 
Sexton Land Company, Kenmore Groves Company, 
Inc., Arcadian Groves Corporation, Royal Park Service 
Company, Vero Beach Realty Company, and Vero Beach 
Dairy, Inc. He is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual. 

As a civic leader, Mr. Buckingham is a past City 
Councilman of Vero Beach, past president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce (1936), past president of the Rotary 
Club, and past commander of Felix Poppell Post #39 
of the American Legion (1935). He was first secretary 
and an organizer of the Vero Beach Masonic Lodge 
#250, is a deacon of the First Baptist Church, and now 
president of Florida Gideons. At DePauw University he 
was received into the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity. 

Mrs. Buckingham has been superintendent in the 
Junior Sunday School and is active in other work of 
the First Baptist Church. She is the former Elvira 
Thompson, daughter of Colonel Henry Clay and Willie 
Sue (Ladd) Thompson of London, Kentucky, where 
Elvira was born May 29, 1898. She and Mr. Buckingham 
were married in Miami February 11, 1924. They are the 
parents of five children: 

. Walter S., Jr., born December 2, 1924. 

. Clay Thompson, born June 8, 1927. 

. James William, born March 28, 1932. 

. John Ladd, born April 14, 1933. 

. Audrey Buckingham Unruh, born October 16, 1937. 


ore WDNR 


WARREN TEELE ZEUCH 


The owner and operator of the Warren T. Zeuch Real 
Estate and Insurance Agency in Vero Beach is perhaps 
better known as a citrus man, having been identified 
with this industry in an advisory and adminstrative 
capacity. A son of the man who was known as the 
“father of Vero Beach,” he, too, has shouldered responsi- 
bility for the welfare of his community and state. 

His father, Herman J. Zeuch, who also is credited as 
the founder of the town of Taber in the province of 
Alberta, Canada, was born in Davenport, Iowa, Novem- 
ber 11, 1867. He was a wholesale grocer, banker, real 
estate developer and citrus grower. He came to Vero, 
Florida, in 1911 to take over 48,000 acres of Jand and 
organized the Indian River Farms Company, which he 
served as president until it was dissolved. He died in 
Vero Beach October 13, 1937. Warren’s mother, Adelaide 
Teele Zeuch, was born in Dubuque, Iowa, August 23, 
1866, and is still living in Vero Beach at this writing, in 
her 94th year. 

Warren T. Zeuch was born in Davenport, Iowa, Sep- 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


tember 20, 1898. He attended the public schools of 
Davenport and the University of Minnesota, from which 
he was graduated in 1922 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
Entering his father’s wholesale grocery firm, Morton 
L. Marks Company, as an executive, he continued in 
that business until 1935, when his father asked him to 
come to Vero Beach to learn the operation of his citrus 
groves and his various other Florida holdings. 

In 1938 the younger Mr. Zeuch established the War- 
ren T. Zeuch Real Estate Agency and in 1946 added an 
insurance department, handling all types of insurance 
coverage. He is a past president of the Vero Beach 
Board of Realtors. 

A past director of the Indian River Citrus League, 
Mr. Zeuch is a member and was one of the original di- 
rectors of Florida Citrus Mutual. He served on the 
Governor’s Citrus Advisory Committee in 1949, as a 
member of the Florida Citrus Commission 1950 to 1952, 
and on the Growers Administrative Committee for sev- 
eral terms. 


He is a member of the Florida State Chamber of Com- 
merce and was president of the Vero Beach Chamber 
of Commerce for two terms. From 1940 to 1945 he served 
on District #10 Welfare Board, and for the next five 
years, 1945-50, on the State Welfare Board. Having 
served in the United States Army in 1918 as a Second 
Lieutenant of Infantry, he is a member of the American 
Legion’s Felix Poppell Post #39 of Vero Beach. He is 
also affiliated with Chi Psi social fraternity of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, with the Elks Lodge #1774, the 
Vero Beach Rotary Club, and the Vero Beach Country 
Club, of which he was president for two terms. He is a 
vestryman of Trinity Episcopal Church of Vero Beach 
and recently terminated 15 years as Senior Warden. 

In Minnéapolis, Minnesota, on June 19, 1923, War- 
ren T. Zeuch married Dorothy Leavitt, daughter of 
C. V. and Grace (Welton) Leavitt, who was born in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, August 10, 1898. Mr. and 
Mrs. Zeuch have two sons and a daughter, all born 
in Davenport, Iowa. Warren T., Jr., born May 24, 1924, 
married Marjorie Kersey. He is manager of the insur- 
ance department of the Warren T. Zeuch Agency. 
Theodore Frederic Zeuch, born July 27, 1926, married 
Ruby Reeser. He is a deputy in the Sheriff’s Department 
in Broward County. Phyllis Nancy Zeuch, born October 
2, 1927, married Rev. Johnson H. Pace, Jr., Episcopal 
minister at Holy Trinity Church, Gainesville, Florida. 

Mrs. Warren T. Zeuch, Sr., is a past president of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of Episcopal Women of the Diocese 
of South Florida, president of the Florida Senior Wom- 
en’s Golf Association, and vice-president of the Florida 
Division of the American Cancer Society. She also owns 
and operates Vero Travel Service. 


JOHN JUSTIN SCHUMANN 


The owner and publisher of the Vero Beach Press- 
Journal since 1927, John Justin Schumann is the son of 
a distinguished newspaper editor and publisher, John 
Franklin Schumann, who was the first editor of the 
Orlando Morning Sentinel and later was editor of the 
Orlando Evening Reporter Star. Like his father, too, he 
holds a lawyer’s degree. In addition to his accomplish- 
ment as the long-standing head of a successful news- 
Paper, Mr. Schumann has served his community and 
State in public office for a good many years. He has 
earned the esteem of his fellow citizens. 


: 


John Justin Schumann and his father and mother 
were born in Waterloo, Indiana; the father on May 5, 
1864, and the son on May 14, 1898. The mother, Blanche 
M. (Jackman) Schumann, is living in Glendale, Cali- 
fornia, at this writing. John J. graduated from Orlando 
High School in 1916 and from the University of Indiana 
in 1921 with an LL.B. degree. During World War I 
he served in the Infantry with the rank of Second 
Lieutenant, but had no overseas duty. 

After completing his formal education in 1921, he 
began his newspaper career with the Orlando Reporter 
Star and continued with his father’s paper until 1926, 
when he established the Vero Beach Journal, a weekly, 
published every Friday. In May of 1927 he bought the 
Vero Beach Press and consolidated the two papers under 
the name of Vero Beach Press-Journal. 

Mr. Schumann has been successful in many other en- 
terprises. He was one of the founders of the First Fed- 
eral Savings and Loan Association, which he served as 
president for twenty years, and since 1956 has been 
Chairman of the Board. Among his other interests have 
been Vero Beach Builders, Inc., of which he is a director, 
and which owns valuable commercial properties. 

Appointed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, he 
was postmaster of Vero Beach from 1934 to 1944. He was 
Florida State Democratic Committeeman from Indian 
River County, and served under Governors Holland 
and Caldwell as a member of the Florida Citrus Com- 
mission. He has also served as president of the City 
Council of Vero Beach. 


Mr. Schumann is a past president of the Vero Beach 
Rotary Club, a member of Masonic Lodge #250 of Vero 
Beach, of Felix Popple Post #39 of the American Le- 
gion, Phi Kappa Psi social fraternity of the University 
of Indiana, and is one of the founders and an Elder of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Vero Beach. 

He was married in 1923 to Ruth Dennis, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Dennis of Salem, Indiana, and 
they have one son, John Justin, Jr., who is assistant 
publisher of the Vero Beach Press-Journal. He married 
Vickie Couch of Talbotton, Georgia, and they have 
three children: Vickie Lynn, John Justin II, and Mark. 


MAX OROVITZ 


A resident of Miami since 1925, Max Orovitz is recog- 
nized not only for his business acumen as an executive 
and organizer of many successful commercial or indus- 
trial enterprises but also as a leader and founder of 
civic, humanitarian, religious and educational organiza- 
tions and institutions. 

Born in Camden, New Jersey, July 28, 1904, he is a 
son of Abraham and Jennie (Handelman) Orovitz, both 
natives of Russia, where his father was born February 
7, 1873, his mother on April 10, 1882. Both are now de- 
ceased. His father was a merchant, and was one of the 
original incorporators of Mount Sinai Hospital in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, in 1907. The family moved to Pel- 
ham, Georgia, in 1910, and Max graduated from Pelham 
High School in 1920, Continuing his education at Emory 
University in Atlanta, he was graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1925. 


Following his graduation from college, he came to 
Miami, Florida, and for the first five years was with the 
City National Bank of Miami as escrow and trust officer. 
During that time he organized the City Bank of Miami 


- Beach, now known as the Mercantile National Bank of 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Miami Beach, and served as a director. He is now a 
director of the North Shore Bank. 

In 1930 he organized Scott Perry Corporation, a con- 
tracting firm which was active in the construction of 
homes and apartments in Greater Miami and in Savan- 
nah, Georgia, and New Orleans, Louisiana, during the 
second World War. In 1940, with a partner, he organized 
Public Gas Company, and was actively engaged in this 
business until it was sold in 1961. Meanwhile, in 1945 
he organized the Alfred Destin Company, dealers in 
concrete products, and operated this business until 1953, 
when it was sold to Maule Industries. Inc., in which Mr. 
Orovitz is vice-chairman of the board. Since 1953 he has 
been interested in various land corporations, including 
the nationally known homesite and house building 
company, General Development Corporation, of which 
he is treasurer and a director. 

Mr. Orovitz has not confined his business activities 
to this country. He organized a hotel corporation in 
Israel which owns four hotels: the King David Hotel in 
Jerusalem, the Dan Hotel in Tel Aviv. the Accadia Hotel 
in Herzliya, and the Dan Carmel Hotel in Haifa. 

An active worker in the interests of the Jewish 
people, Max Orovitz is an incorporator, director and 
past president (1945-47) of the Greater Miami Jewish 
Federation. During the same vears, 1945-47. he was 
president of Temple Israel of Miami, of which he is a 
trustee. In 1945 he was one of the founders and incorpo- 
rators of Mount Sinai Hospital of Greater Miami and 
was its president, serving from 1948 until 1960. He is 
now Chairman of the Board and is also a trustee of the 
hospital. 

At the 1950 National Conference of Christians and 
Jews, Mr. Orovitz was the recipient of a citation for his 
contribution to better Human Relations. He founded 
the Library of Human Relations at the University of 
Miami, where he is on the Board of Trustees and is a 
member of the Executive Committee and a former di- 
rector of the university’s Citizens Board. 

Mr. Orovitz was one of the original six founders of 
the United Fund of Dade County, of which he is a 
trustee, and served this organization as president in 
1958-59. He was a director of the Community Chest and 
the Council of Social Agencies of Dade County; a mem- 
ber of the Dade County Charter Board for Home Rule 
(Metro), is a Mason, Shriner, and Rotarian, and a mem- 
ber of Westview Country Club. During World War II he 
served in the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary from 
1941 to 1945. He is listed in “Who’s Who in America” and 
in “Who’s Who in World Jewry.” , 

In Miami, Florida, on August 21, 1929, Max Orovitz 
married Ruth Kaplan, who was born in Clarksdale, 
Mississippi, October 27, 1911, daughter of Sam and Rosa 
Kaplan, both born in Russia. Mrs. Orovitz attended the 
University of Miami. 

Mr. and Mrs. Orovitz are the parents of three chil- 
dren, all born in Miami. They are: 

1. Felicia Rae Orovitz (Mrs. Richard E. Deutch), born 
March 13, 1932. 

2. Warren James Orovitz, born July 17, 1936. 

3. Michael David Orovitz, born August 26, 1942. 


ARTHUR MAYFIELD HILL, SR. 


Known as one of the pioneer developers of Vero 
Beach, Arthur Mayfield Hill, Sr., first saw the com- 
munity in 1909, when he came as an agricultural advisor 
to investigate and report to a group of men who later 


formed the Indian River Farms Company, which de- 
veloped the Drainage District and the town of Vero. 
He was a member of Hutchison, Hill and Young Realty 
Company, which contributed greatly toward the de- 
velopment of the present city of Vero Beach. Very much 
interested in citrus culture, he was well known in the 
state for his efforts in the marketing of citrus and in 
the industry as a whole. 

Arthur Mayfield Hill was born in Knox County, 
Indiana, near the town of Bicknell, August 17, 1873, the 
eldest of six children. He attended State Normal School 
at Terre Haute, taught school and farmed. In 1892 he 
married Catherine Richey and they became the parents 
of four children. 

In 1897 the family moved to Colorado Springs and 
made their home there for twenty years. While a resi- 
dent there, Mr. Hill became one of the leaders of the 
community. He served four terms on the City Council, 
was active in state politics, and was interested in the 
building-contracting business, in dairying, and in a 
land-development company. 

Mr. Hill brought his family to Vero Beach in 1917 
and established his residence there. He was Superin- 
tendent of Salesmen for Indian River Farms Company, 
who developed the country back of Winter Beach, Gif- 
ford, Vero Beach and Oslo. They were a syndicate with 
offices in St. Louis, Kansas City, Indianapolis, Chicago, 
Cleveland, and Davenport, Iowa. The group of men be- 
came officers in the company and purchased 55,000 acres 
of land, drained it and built roads and canals. By 1930 
it was completed, and they then turned it back to the 
county. In 1926 Mr, Hill donated the land for Poca- 
hontas Park. 

He was a member of the Community Church, a Mod- 
ern Woodman of the World, a 32nd degree Mason and 
Shriner. His wife, Catherine, died in 1924, and he later 
married Mrs. Hazel Johnson Albert. Mr. Hill died in 
Vero Beach November 19, 1947. He was survived by his 
wife, a daughter, Edith (Mrs. H. E. MacDonald), and his 
son, Arthur M., Jr., whose sketch follows. 


ARTHUR MAYFIELD HILL, JR. 


Son of a pioneer developer and citrus grower of Vero 
Beach, Arthur Mayfield Hill, Jr., is more than an ordi- 
nary citrus grower. At the Arthur M. Hill, Jr. Labora- 
tories, established in 1938, he is constantly working on 
the development of new varieties of citrus and tropical 
fruits, principally Lychee, Longan, Canambolla, Sopo- 
dilla, etc. His research is his own private endeavor, 
supported mainly by his 130 acres of citrus groves, in 
which he raises all varieties. He also owns A. M. Hill 
Gift Fruits and, since 1950, Lychee Acres Nursery, the 
practical laboratory for many of his experiments 
through Arthur M. Hill, Jr. Laboratories as tropical 
horticultural consultants. His articles have appeared in 
many horticultural publications. 

He was born in Colorado Springs August 12, 1907, son 
of Arthur Mayfield Hill, Sr. (whose story precedes) 
and Catherine Richey Hill. He graduated from Vero 
Beach High School in 1926 and from the University of 
Florida in 1930 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Agriculture. In 1940-41 he did postgraduate work at 
the same university. 

For ten years he managed his father’s estate. Entering 
the United States Naval Reserve, he was commissioned 
a Lieutenant Junior Grade on March 10, 1944, and was 
on active duty from April, 1944, to September 6, 1946, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


classified as a Malaria Control Officer. For his services 
he holds the American Campaign Medal, the Asiatic- 
Pacific Campaign Medal with four stars, the Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon, and World War II Victory 
Medal. 

Mr. Hill is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, the 
Indian River Citrus League, Florida Nurserymen and 
Growers Association, American Association of Nursery- 
men, American Rare Fruit Council, the Society for 
Horticultural Science, Tropical Section, and is vice- 
president of the Florida Lychee Growers Association. 

In civic and social organizations he is a past vice- 
president of the Kiwanis Club of Vero Beach; past com- 
missioner of Indian River County District of the Boy 
Scouts of America; past master of Vero Beach Lodge 
#250, F. and A. M.; one of the organizers, a charter 
member, and past deacon of the Community Church of 
Vero Beach. He enjoys all sports. 

Mr. Hill was first married to Margaret Waters, whose 
people owned the land where the City Hall of Orlando, 
Florida, stands. Three children were born of this mar- 
riage: 

1. Arthur Mayfield Hill, III, born July 18, 1936, now 
serving with the Seventh Fleet, United States Navy, in 
the Pacific. 

2. Joy Waters Hill Orth, born December 5, 1937. She 
was married January 3, 1960, to William Orth, who is 
serving as a First Lieutenant in the Air Force. 

3. Catherine Evelyn Hill Hickman, born May 28, 
1940. She was married April 16, 1960, to Robert John 
Hickman who works for Button-Hill Nursery in Stuart 
Florida, where they live. 

On July 10, 1959, Mr. Hill married Ruth McLaughlin, 
who was born in Bradford, Pennsylvania, November 3, 
1908. She is a case worker with the Florida State Wel- 
fare Board. 


> 


OLON FRANKLIN PIPPIN 


Carrying on the well-drilling business which his 
father established about 1924, Olon Franklin Pippin of 
Vero Beach now operates all over Florida and in the 
Bahamas. 

He was born on April 8, 1911, in Ozark, Dale County, 
Alabama, as were also his parents, Henry Frank Pippin 
(born February 24, 1878) and Sarah Emma Langford 
(born May 7, 1890). From 1915 to 1919 his father worked 
as a section foreman for the Florida East Coast Railroad 
on the Florida Keys, and later worked for the railroad 


_ on the mainland. Starting about 1920, he farmed in 


Indian River County near Quay (now Winter Beach) 
and in 1924 established the Pippin Well Drilling Com- 
pany. 

O. F. Pippin first attended the country school at Gif- 
ford, then at Quay, Wabasso, and finally fnished his 
education in Vero Beach. He worked with his father 
in the well-drilling business until he took over the oper- 
ations in 1945. Now employing about twenty people, he 
has seven well-drilling rigs for any kind or size of 
well—home, industrial, or farm irrigation wells. 

Mr. Pippin is a director of the Florida Well Drillers 
Association, a member of National Water Well Associa- 
tion, Inc., and a member of the Vero Beach Chamber of 
Commerce. His wife is active in the First Baptist Church 
of Winter Beach. 

In Monticello, Florida, on October 31, 1933, Mr. Pippin 
married Lola Elizabeth Davis, who was born January 
1, 1914, at Greenville, Madison County, Florida, daugh- 


ter of Francis Lee and Carrie Lavert Lewis Davis. Her 
father was born in Greenville, Florida, October 29, 1879, 
and died there March 1, 1958. Her mother, born in Jef- 
ferson County, Florida, October 24, 1886, is living in 
Greenville. A son, Hubert Langford Pippin, was born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Olon Franklin Pippin at Wabasso, 
Florida, on October 17, 1934. He married Jane Letch- 
worth of Sebastian, Florida, and they have two girls: 
Michelle Elise and Suzanne Marie. 


JAMES LEVY KNIGHT 


One of the earliest settlers of Vero Beach is James 
Levy Knight, whose principal occupation at the present 
time is cattleman, but in his long career Mr. Knight has 
done a number of other things. Among these, he was a 
vegetable farmer, general storekeeper, postmaster, ex- 
press agent, oil distributor, fish merchant, ice plant 
operator, well driller, and citrus grower. Some of these 
operations or occupations were carried on simulta- 
neously. 

He was born at Fort Drum, Florida, August 2, 1885, 
son of Moody Webster (born April 22, 1882, died 1909) 
and Martha Elizabeth (Swain) Knight (born August 
13, 1862, died March 10, 1923). His father was a mail 
carrier by horseback from the east coast to Fort Drum 
and from there to Fort Bassinger. He became an invalid, 
and James went to work at fourteen, hauling oranges 
by ox team from Fort Drum to Alligator Bluff on the 
Kissimmee River and bringing back a load of groceries 
for the store at Fort Drum, which was operated by 
his grandfather, Joel Webster Swain. What schooling he 
had was received in the one-room schoolhouse at Fort 
Drum. 

In 1902 he came to Johns Island, across the river 
from Winter Beach, and worked on a bean farm there. 
Soon after that he leased ten acres and raised beans 
himself. Four years later he came to Vero Beach and 
bought twenty acres in the southern city limits and a 
little later bought two lots near the railroad depot and 
opened a general store there. He was appointed post- 
master of Vero Beach in 1909, and at the same time 
was railroad express agent. 

About 1909 also he bought E. J. Wood’s fish business, 
the dock and other facilities, and with his brothers, 
Redden, Elbert and Marvin, operated this business un- 
der the name of Knight Brothers until about 1920. Mar- 
vin Knight is still a broker in the fish business. To 
furnish ice for his fish and groceries, as well as for 
general sale, Mr. Knight bought a small ice plant about 
1910, and later built a larger plant which is still in 
existence. He lost this business during the depression. 

Also in 1910, he started drilling wells, and was the 
first successful well driller in Indian River County. In 
partnership with William C. Knight and King, he oper- 
ated three jet drilling rigs in Brevard, Indian River, 
St. Lucie, Martin, and Okeechobee counties until two 
years ago (1958). 

In 1912 or 713, while he was still postmaster and ex- 
press agent, he became a distributor for Standard Oil 
Company, and continued to represent this company for 
about thirty-five years, retiring in 1947. 

Mr. Knight has had cattle since 1941, and has a 1,000- 
acre rance west of Vero Beach. About three years ago 
he had 1,100 head of cattle, but now has a smaller herd, 
mostly commercial, with some Angus and registered 
Brahman bulls with which he is developing a Brangus 
crossbreed. Most of his marketing is done through 
the Okeechobee Livestock Auction Market. 
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In the course of his career Mr. Knight has set out 
two citrus groves and sold them. 

As a young man he worked for the formation of St. 
Lucie County from Brevard, and in later years was 
active in bringing about the formation of Indian River 
County from St. Lucie County. An active Democrat, he 
was one of the first elected Councilmen of Vero Beach 
when the city was incorporated, and served eizht years. 
He also was a School Trustee of Indian River County 
for a few years. He is a charter member of Vero Beach 
Chamber of Commerce; was formerly an active member 
of the Indian River Cattlemen’s Association; for years 
was treasurer of the Florida Well Drillers Association; 
and was a director of the Farmers Bank at Vero Beach 
at the time it failed in the Florida “bust.” He was a 
charter member of Masonic Lodge #250 and of the Vero 
Beach Exchange Club, now an honorary member of the 
latter. The First Baptist Church claims him as a mem- 
ber. In his younger days he enjoyed hunting, and he 
still likes to fish. 

Mr. Knight was married on Orchid Island, near Wa- 
basso, on March 8, 1908, to Gertrude Jones, daughter 
ef Seaborn and Susan (Richardson) Jones, who was 
born August 7, 1888, at Madison, Florida. They are the 
parents of three, a daughter and two sons: 

1. Lois, Mrs. Herbert McCranie, born at Vero Beach 
and living in Fort Lauderdale. Lois has two children: 
Jean Marie and Sandra Sue. Jean Marie McCranie mar- 
ried Delbert Henne and they have two daughters, Me- 
linda and Holly. 

2. James Leon Knight, born at Orchid, who married 
Irene Gaston and has one daughter, Dayna Leigh. 
James operates the Standard Oil Agency which his 
father had for so long. 

3. Landis Knight, born in Vero Beach, is a citrus 
grower in St. Lucie County. He married Helen Gustoski 
and they have three children: James Landis, Walter 
Edward, and Gertrude Mary. ‘ 

Thomas Jefferson Cail, born in North Florida, mar- 
ried Alice Victoria Jones, sister of Mrs. Knight. He 
was a vegetable farmer and grove owner at Wabasso, 
where he went to live in 1880. A. B. Michael, Foster, 
a grove owner, and Dodge, another grove owner, vege- 
table farmer and postmaster at Stanwood, were living 
there at that time. The Cails were married in April, 
1900, and had five children: 

1. Rena May, Mrs. Paul Hood, living in Fort Pierce. 

2. Herbert, living in Fort Pierce. 

3. Homer, deceased. 

4, Howard, living at Wabasso. 

5. Helen, Mrs. Albert Summerall, living at Wabasso. 


JOHN MARION KNIGHT 


The Knight family of Vero Beach own between them 
about 1,200 acres of citrus groves, yielding an annual 
harvest of apnroximately 600 carloeds of fruit. They 
also have a 1,500-acre ranch with 300 head of commer- 
cial cattle. 

The Knights have been natives of Florida for several 
fenerations. John Marion Knight was born September 
10, 1887, in Jasper, Hamilton County, North Florida. 
Both his parents were also born in Jasper, Florida: his 
father, William Thomas Knight, on July 9, 1850; his 
mother, who was Mary McCullers, on July 15, 1858. The 
country school John attended, nine miles east of Jasper, 
was called the Knight school for two reasons — the 
Knights were the largest family in the settlement, and 


they boarded the teacher most of the time. 

John Knight worked on his father’s farm until he 
was twenty-one, then farmed a small place nearby for 
a couple of years. He came to Vero in the spring of 
1911 and for eight months earned his living by fishing 
in the river. He then got a job with the Indian River 
Farms Company, helped yuild the first dredge and 
helped to operate it for another eight months. His next 
venture was a small general store which he opened 
near the depot. He became a vegetable farmer and, 
without the help of any machinery, planted 700 acres 
of tomatoes in one year from which he shipped thirteen 
carloads in one day. 

For eight years he was in partnership in the vegetable 
farming business with Paul Luther. It was during this 
period that he branched out into the citrus field on a 
larger scale, merging his small holdings with the small 
holdings of Mr. Luther, totaling about 160 acres between 
them, which was large for those days. In the course of 
the years following he had other partners and gradually 
increased his citrus acreage to its present large figure, 
now shared with his children. 

He has had cattle for years, but about 1940 began 
cattle operations in a much larger way. His son, Victor, 
is in charge of the cattle operation, which is all in 
Indian River County. The citrus groves are spread over 
Indian River and St. Lucie Counties. Another son, Reed, 
does the grove caretaking work on most of the Knight 
groves and looks after the machine shop, a part of the 
caretaking operation. 

Mr. Knight is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
Indian River Citrus League, Indian River Cattlemen’s 
Association, and Vero Beach Chamber of Commerce. 
He was appointed, first by Governor David Sholtz, to 
the Florida Citrus Commission, to which he was reap- 
pointed by Governors Fred Cone and Spessard Holland, 
and resigned at the end of twelve years. He also served 
twelve years as a member of the North St. Lucie Drain- 
age District. About 1932 he was drafted as County Com- 
missioner of Indian River County and served three 
years. For seven or eight years he was Democratic Exec- 
utive Committeeman of Indian River County. When he 
retired in 1952 Mrs. Knight was elected to succeed him. 
He was School Board Trustee of Indian River County 
about eight years, and served a little less than a year 
on the Florida Welfare Board, appointed by Governor 
Cone in 1939, 

On December 11, 1913, in Vero Beach, John Marion 
Knight married Burma Odessa Reed, who was born in 
Ringgold, Georgia, August 8, 1895. Her father, Charles 
Decatur Reed, was born in Ringgold, Georgia, Septem- 
ber 17, 1857, and died in Vero Beach October 31, 1916. 
Her mother was Ella Peters, born in Georgia January 
28, 1865, who died in Vero Beach July 11, 1957. 

Mrs. Knight’s mother and father with their five daugh- 
ters came to Florida from Georgia in a covered wagon 
in 1897. They stayed in Vero four years, returned to 
Georgia and came back to Vero four years later, set- 
tling here, where her father started the first nursery. 
Mrs. Knight has been a member of the Woman’s Club 
for twenty-five years and a trustee for eight years, 
and has been on the Executive Committee for fifteen 
years. She has also been a member of the Garden Club 
for many years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Knight are the parents of seven chil- 
dren, all born in Vero Beach and all but one living 


.there. They are: 


1. Mary Ella Knight Jerger, born December 20, 1916. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


2. Naomi Daphne Knight Strickland, born February 
28, 1919. 

3. John Harrell Knight, born August 29, 1920. 

4. Charles Reed Knight, born December 13, 1922. 

5. Lloyd Stacy Knight, born August 19, 1925. 

6. Doyle Victor Knight, born June 6, 1929. 

7. Frances Ruth Knight Groth, born October 4, 1932. 

Mr. and Mrs. Knight are members of the Primitive 
Baptist Church of Vero Beach. 


CHARLES REED KNIGHT 


One of the four sons of John Marion Knight, pioneer 
settler of Vero Beach, whose sketch precedes, Charles 
Reed Knight is a specialist in grove irrigation and drain- 
age. Like his father, he has played a leading role in 
service to his community and state. 

Born in Vero Beach December 13, 1922, he is the fourth 
in a family of seven children. He graduated from Vero 
Beach High School in 1942. Entering the United States 
Army Air Force in the spring of 1943 as an enlisted 
man, he was chosen to qualify as a cadet, was commis- 
sioned a Second Lieutenant in June, 1945, and was 
released from the service following VJ Day in August, 
1945. 

Soon after his return home, he formed the St. Lucie 
Grove Corporation, in which he was a stockholder, 
supervisor and manager, and started setting out his own 
groves. As stated in his father’s sketch, he is the care- 
taker for most of the family’s extensive groves. About 
nine years ago (1950) he and his father and other mem- 
bers of his family cleared and improved 1,500 acres 
of land west of Vero Beach and started 7 K Bar Ranch. 
In 1955-56 he and his partner, Howard B. Woodward, 
built a labor camp at Gifford with quarters for about 
100, to house Bahamian laborers. Mr. Knight has also 
built several homes and duplexes, including the design 
and construction of his own beautiful home on Vero 
Beach. 

He is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual and of the 
Indian River County Farm Bureau; was appointed to 
the Executive Board of Indian River Citrus League in 
1958 and is still serving; served nine years on the Indian 
River Farms Drainage District and six years on the 
Indian River County Soil Conservation Board. He was 
on the Democratic Executive Committee of Indian River 
County for eight years, and on December 8, 1959, was 
elected a City Councilman of Vero Beach. He is a mem- 
ber of the Vero Beach Chamber of Commerce and has 
been a member of the Junior Chamber twelve years; is 

a Volunteer fireman, an Elk of Lodge #1774, a Mason 
_ and past master of Lodge #250, member of Lake Worth 
Consistory, Mahi Temple Shrine, and the Vero Beach 
Shrine Club; serves on the Advisory Council of the 
Indian River Chapter of the Order of DeMolay, and 
is a member of the First Baptist Church of Vero Beach. 
His hobby is woodworking, and he likes to study people. 

At Indianapolis, Indiana, on March 31, 1944, he mar- 
ried Betty Mary Getty, who was born in Philadelphia 
September 8, 1924. Both her parents, William S. Getty 
and Pearl Emma (Chester) Getty, were born in Penn- 
sylvania—her father in 1895, her mother in 1897—and 
both are living in Philadelphia. Mrs. Knight is very 
active in many organizations. She has been secretary- 
treasurer of the Indian River County Democratic Exec- 
utive Committee for the past twelve years; a member 
of the Indian River County Parent-Teacher Association 
for eight years and is past vice-president; has served 


‘ 


as Chairman for the Indian River County March of 
Dimes; is a member of the Hospital Auxiliary of Vero 
Beach and a Red Cross nurses’ aide; a past president 
of the Junior Woman’s Club of Vero Beach and past 
director of District #10, Florida Junior Woman’s Club, 
a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, and is active 
in church affairs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Réed Knight have a son, C. 
Reed Knight, Jr., born August 22, 1945, in Woodbury, 
New Jersey. He was president of his class at Vero 
Beach Junior High School in 1959 and is on the Student 
Council for 1959-60. He is also Archery champion of 
his district. 


THOMAS NICHOLS STEWART 


Thomas N. Stewart of Vero Beach has been associated 
with the citrus industry in Indian River County a good 
many years and has taken an active part in the civic 
leadership of his locality, as has also his father, Thomas 
Addison Stewart, who is still active in the Vero Beach 
Rotary Club, of which he is a founder and past presi- 
dent, and is also one of the founders of the Vero Beach 
Country Club. 

Thomas Addison Stewart was born in Cuba, Ken- 
tucky, near Mayfield, April 6, 1884. He married Lola 
Joanna Nichols, who was born in Clay County, West 
Virginia, October 12, 1887. In 1925 he brought his fam- 
ily from New York state to Florida and settled at Vero 
Beach, where he bought citrus groves in the Indian 
River Farms area. He was also in the real estate busi- 
ness, most of the time associated with A. W. Young, 
former State Senator, and in the investment business. 

Thomas Nichols Stewart was born in Mount Vernon, 
New York, December 1, 1909, and received his early 
education in New York state schools. He graduated 
from Vero Beach High School in 1927 and from the 
University of Florida in 1931 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. 

For the first three years out of college he worked as 
secretary and treasurer of Indian River Associates, fruit 
packers. In 1934 he went into partnership with his 
father in the Indian River Bond and Investment Com- 
pany The next year he joined the Glidden Company 
of Jacksonville as Division Auditor and Personnel Man- 
ager and was with this company until 1944, when he 
became Assistant Central Florida Manager for Amer- 
ican Fruit Growers, Inc., and represented this corpora- 
tion on the East Coast until about September, 1957. At 
that time he joined Jerre J. Haffield Fruit Company, 
Inc., as Sales Manager, the position he holds today. 

Mr. Stewart has been a citrus grower since about 
1952 and is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual and 
the Indian River Citrus League. In 1948 he was elected 
County Commissioner of Indian River County and 
served three years in that office, the last two years as 
chairman. He has been a director of the Florida State 
Junior Chamber of Commerce for two years and is 4 
past director of the Vero Beach Junior and Senior 
Chambers of Commerce. He was an early member and 
is past secretary of Vero Beach Elks Lodge #1774, is a 
member of the University of Florida Alumni Associa- 
tion, past president of the Florida Club of Indian River 
County (a forerunner of the Alumni Association), and 
a member of Delta Sigma Phi social fraternity of the 
University of Florida. His church is the Episcopal and 
his political party the Democrats. Swimming and fishing 
are his favorite recreations. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


In Wabasso on June 16, 1935, Thomas Nichols Stewart 
married Emily Frances Hicks of Sebastian, daughter of 
Thomas and Mabel (Sembler) Hicks. The Stewarts have 
a son, Thomas Nichols Stewart, Jr., born April 16, 1942, 
in Jacksonville; and a daughter, Kim Emily Stewart, 
born July 26, 1956, in Vero Beach. 


JACK A. N. STRONG 


Jack A. N. Strong, the founder, owner and president 
of Indian River Growers Service, Vero Beach, which he 
has been operating there for the past 25 years, is an 
expert in the harvesting, packing and marketing of 
citrus fruit. He is an executive of various citrus organi- 
zations and has served in an advisory capacity. He is 
also secretary-treasurer of Tropicolony, Inc., and vice- 
president of West Gate Corporation, subdivisions in 
Indian River County, and is president of Sunquest, Inc., 
a rental housing development. 


Eatonton, Georgia, is the birthplace of Mr. Strong; the 
date September 8, 1892. His father, James Bartlett 
Strong (born in Gordon, Georgia, May 12, 1863; died 
in Macon December 19, 1947) was a railway engineer 
for Central of Georgia and the Southern Railroad. His 
mother, Mary Lou (Mason) Strong, was born in Eaton- 
ton, Georgia, May 1, 1865, and died in Macon, December 
13, 1947. Jack was educated in the public schools of 
Macon and graduated from Lanier High School in 1910. 


In business for himself from the start, Jack Strong 
was manager of the Dublin Grocery in Dublin, Geor- 
gia, until he retired in 1916 and moved to Goulds, Dade 
County, Florida, where he became packing house man- 
ager for American Fruit Growers, Inc. He came to Vero 
Beach in 1928 and was packing house manager for 
Chase and Company until 1934, when he established the 
Indian River Growers Service. The present packing 
house, which he bought in 1940, was built about 1934. 
The business was incorporated in 1958 and Mr. Strong 
assumed the title of president. He ships about 400,000 
boxes of grapefruit and oranges annually and employs 
about 75 people in season. Mr. Strong has been a grower 
of citrus since 1952, with groves located in northern 
St. Lucie County. Before he established this business, 
from 1928 to 1934, he was a vegetable grower in Indian 
River County. 

Mr. Strong is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual and 
was formerly on its Advisory Board; a director of Flor- 
ida Citrus Exchange and chairman of its Operating 
Committee; vice-president of Indian River Citrus Sub- 
Exchange, affiliated with Florida Citrus Exchange; and 
is a director and chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Indian River Citrus League. 

A Democrat, he was elected to the Vero Beach City 
Council in 1948 and served a two-year term. He is a 
charter member of Vero Beach Lions Club and Elks 
Club and attends the Christian Science Church. Fishing 
is his recreation. 


In Macon, Georgia, on November 17, 1923, he married 
Willie Rebecca Wadsworth. Their daughter, Mary 
Grace, now Mrs. Winton Joseph Roschach, was born 
October 10, 1924, at Councils, Idaho. 


The first Mrs. Strong died August 17, 1946, at Vero 
Beach, and on August 31, 1947, at Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa, Mr. Strong married Effie Pearl Ratliff, who was 
born December 1, 1905, in Waco, Texas. She is a mem- 
ber of the First Church of Christ Scientist of Vero 
Beach. 


LOUIS SPENCER TILLER. 


Thirty years in the banking business is the record of 
Louis Spencer Tiller, Executive Vice-President of In- 
dian River Citrus Bank in Vero Beach. Mr. Tiller is 
also a real estate developer and owns rental property 
in Vero Beach, where he is reckoned among the leading 
citizens. ¢ 

He is a native of Northwest Florida, where his grand- 
father, Crayton Tiller, settled before the Civil War, 
coming from North Carolina. His father, Dr. John B. 
Tiller, was born August 2, 1874, in Pine Log, Wash- 
ington County, Florida, and died November 4, 1929. His 
mother, Emma Spencer, was born December 23, 1880, 
in Marianna, Jackson County, and died July 30, 1944. 
Both died in Pensacola, where Dr. Tiller was a prac- 
ticing dentist, a Rotarian, and an active church worker. 

Born in Pensacola December 7, 1910, Louis Spencer 
Tiller attended the public schools and graduated from 
Pensacola High School in 1929. His first position was 
with the American National Bank in Pensacola. Starting 
as a runner in 1930, he was a teller when he left there 
in October, 1937, to join the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation as Assistant Bank Examiner. On August 1, 
1941, he was promoted to Examiner. 

Entering the United States Navy in 1943, Mr. Tiller 
served with the rating of Storekeeper First Class at 
Jacksonville and in Okinawa until January, 1946. He 
returned to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
and continued there until May of 1948, at which time 
he came to Indian River Citrus Bank to take up his 
present position. 

Mr. Tiller is one of the developers of Whispering 
Palms, a subdivision in the southern part of Indian 
River County, and is co-owner of Sea Cove Cottages 
and Shores Colony Motel, both in Vero Beach. 

He is a past group chairman of the Florida Bankers 
Association, a past director of the Independent Bankers 
Association, and an active member in both groups; a 
member and past director of Vero Beach Chamber of 
Commerce; a charter member of Elks Lodge #1774; a 
member of Vero Beach Country Club and the Riomar 
Club; and a member of the First Methodist Church of 
Vero Beach and of its Finance Committee. In politics 
he is an Independent. He likes to fish and hunt when 
time and season permit. 

Mrs. Tiller was Hilda Langford of BesacoBe born 
there September 25, 1906, daughter of Captain Charles 
Benjamin Langford. She and Mr. Tiller were married 
in Pensacola, July 17, 1937. They have a son, Louis 
Spencer Tiller, Jr., born in Atlanta, Georgia, February 
5, 1943, now attending the Bolles School at Jacksonville. 


DAVID PASCAL SAWYER 

Although he has been a permanent resident in Florida 
only since 1945, David Pascal Sawyer, citrus grower 
of Vero Beach, has an older claim to that territory 
through his father, John Pascal Sawyer, who came to 
Vero in 1915 and started a citrus grove about five miles 
west of there. He put up a temporary home there. In 
1917 or ’18 he built a house on the beach, the one in 
which his son now lives, which was one of the first 
houses in Vero Beach. John Sawyer and two or three 
other early settlers were the founders of the Riomar 
Club and, incidentally, the first developers of the Beach 
area. He used to spend the winter in Vero and the 
summer in Cleveland, Ohio. He was born in Kent, Ohio, 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


in 1862 and died in Cleveland in 1945. David’s mother, 
Mary Baldwin Sawyer, was born in Cleveland in 1865 
and died there in 1935. 

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, December 13, 1895, David 
Pascal Sawyer received his early education in Cleve- 
land’s public schools. For his secondary education he 
was sent to Asheville School for Boys in Asheville, 
North Carolina, where he graduated in 1914, and spent 
the next four years at Williams College in Williams- 
town, Massachusetts, graduating in the class of 1918 
with an A.B. degree. His college education was inter- 
rupted by military service. Enrolled in the United 
States Army in April, 1917, with a reserve officer’s rank 
of Second Lieutenant, he was attached to the Regular 
Army, Sixth Division, Field Artillery, but had no for- 
eign service, and was mustered out in December of 
1918. 

Young Mr. Sawyer must have had a desire to learn 
things from the ground up, for in 1919 he went to work 
with Toledo Furnace Company as a laborer and worked 
his way up to general foreman when he left the com- 
pany in 1925. After that he worked as a salesman for 
various firms, and in 1931 became field engineer and 
salesman for Dyer Engineers, Inc. During World War 
II, starting in January, 1942, he was Regional Chief 
Analyst for the War Production Board in Cleveland, 
and before he left there was head of the Production 
Engineering Department of this regionaal board. His 
next position was as vice-president of DeHamel Con- 
struction Company in Cleveland. 

Late in December of 1945, following the death of 
his father, Mr. Sawyer came to Vero Beach to manage 
the citrus and ranch interests which his father had 
built up. With his son John as manager of the ranch, 
he raised crossbred commercial cattle until last Octo- 
bef (1959), when the cattle were sold. Since then John 
is manager of Sunshine Farms, the ranchland and 
grove interests. 

Mr. Sawyer is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
Indian River Citrus Growers League, Indian River 
County Farm Bureau, Indian River County Cattlemen’s 
Association (of which he was president one year), and 


a member of Florida Inland Navigation District Com-° 


mission. He is also a member of Vero Beach Rotary 
Club and Elks Lodge, the Vero Beach Country Club, 
the Riomar Club, Alpha Delta Phi college fraternity 
and the First Presbyterian Church of Vero Beach. 
Golf is his recreation. 

In Indianapolis, Indiana, on June 2, 1920, he married 
Alice Landon, daughter of Hugh McKennon and Susie 
Davis Landon. Mrs. Sawyer was born in Indianapolis 
March, 29, 1897, and graduated from Sophie Newcomb 
College of Tulane University, New Orleans, in the class 
of 1918. She became a registered nurse at the close of 
World War I, training at Vassar’s nurse-training camp 
and at Lakeside Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio. She was 
a professional florist in Cleveland, where she had her 
own shop, “Sunshine Florist.” Since coming to Florida 
she has been very active in Garden Club work and is 
a past president of the Vero Beach Garden Club. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sawyer are the parents of four chil- 
dren, three sons and a daughter. They are: 

1. John Pascal Sawyer II, born April 11, 1921, in 
Toledo, Ohio. 

2. David Pascal Sawyer, Jr., born October 26, 1923, 
in Toledo. 

3. Suzette Merrill Sawyer, born May 26, 1925, in 
Cleveland. 


4. Hugh Landon Sawyer, born January 4, 1928, in 
Cleveland. 


FORREST CLAYTON GRAVES 


A real estate developer of Vero Beach, where he 
settled more than 35 years ago, Forrest Clayton Graves, 
now semi-retired, has also been a large citrus grower in 
the Indian River area. 

He was born in the village of Belmont, Spotsylvania 
County, Virginia, February 28, 1897, one of five children 
of Lee Jackson and Lillian Gertrude (Brockman) 
Graves. His father, a lawyer and graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, was born in Belmont, Virginia, 
December 13, 1862, and died in Fredericksburg, Vir- 
ginia, March 10, 1942. His mother was born in Orange, 
Virginia, in 1868 and died in Spotsylvania County in - 
1903. Like his father, Mr. Graves, Sr., was a member 
of the distinguished Society of Cincinnati, First Families 
of America, being a descendant of Lieutenant Francis 
Graves of the Third Regiment North Carolina Conti- 
nental Infantry and kinsman of John Temple Graves. 
Forrest Clayton Graves is eligible for membership as 
the oldest living son. 

Forrest Graves attended grade schools in Spotsylvania 
County and Fredericksburg, Virginia, graduated from 
Fredericksburg High School in 1915, and attended the 
College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia, 
in 1916-17. Entering the United States Army in World 
War I, he served most of his time in Motor Transport 
and was discharged as Sergeant First Class in 1919. Re- 
turning to Virginia, he finished a two-year course in one 
year at Massey Business Ccllege, Richmond, and went 
into the automobile business as a dealer under the name 
of Virginia Motor Company at Fredericksburg. By 
1921 he was in the real estate business in Wilmington, 
Delaware; later in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

Mr. Graves came to Wabasso, Florida, in 1923. There 
he ran a commissary and kept books for Graves Broth- 
ers Company, distant cousins, who operated a turpen- 
tine, lumber and citrus business. After six months he 
went to Miami and became a salesman and executive 
of the Causeway Realty Company. In November, 1924, 
he opened his own real estate office in Vero Beach. He 
has been the developer of eight subdivisions on the 
East Coast, the latest being Vero Isles, a beautiful piece 
of reclaimed marshland in the middle of Vero Beach 
along the west bank of the Indian River. 


In 1933-34 Mr. Graves was coordinator of the citrus 
industry survey, a United States Department of Agri- 
culture project, and from 1936 to 1943, when he sold his 
citrus interests, he was one of the larger citrus growers 
in the Indian River area. 

Mr. Graves is a member of the Vero Beach Board of 
Realtors and the National Association of Real Estate 
Boards; a former member of the Indian River Mosquito 
Control District; former member of Vero Beach Plan- 
ning and Zoning Board, and was Chairman of the Board 
during his term. In the past he has been very active in 
social and civic affairs in Vero Beach—in the Elks, the 
Masons and Shriners, the American Legion and the 
Forty-and-Eight—now inactive for reasons of health. 
He is a past member of the Vero Beach Country Club 
and a member of the Community Church. 

On May 7, 1936, in Vero Beach, Mr. Graves married 
Lenore Sleeth, who was born in Shelby County, In- 
diana, October 25, 1906. Both her parents were born 
in Shelby County, Indiana: her father, William B. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Sleeth, ori March 16, 1877; her mother, Lulu Frances 
Sexton, on May 20, 1883. Both are living in Vero 
Beach. 


ROLAND B. MILLER 


The president of Roland Miller Chevrolet Company, 
Inc. of Vero Beach has been a Chevrolet worker or 
dealer all of his career. For his work he has won trips 
to Mexico, Cuba and the Bahama Islands, as well as 
various national recognition awards and trophies from 
the Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors. 

Son of William Thomas and Versa (Donaldson) Mil- 
ler, both natives of Georgia, he was born in Lakeland, 
Florida, October 4, 1914. His father was a conductor 
on the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad. He came to Florida 
about 1903 and settled in Lakeland, where he died in 
January, 1929. Roland’s mother died in 1934. Educated 
in the public schools of Lakeland, he graduated in 1933 
from Lakeland High School, where he played tackle 
on the Dreadnaught football team. 

Going to Jacksonville, he obtained work in the service 
department of Downtown Chevrolet Company and be- 
fore long was made service manager. Starting in 1935 
as Parts and Accessories manager for Chevrolet Motor 
Division in Jacksonville, he was eventually promoted 
to District Manager and held that position until he 
resigned in 1944 to establish his own Chevrolet company 
in Vero Beach. 

Mr. Miller is a member of the National Automobile 
Dealers Association, the Vero Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce, Rotary Club, Elks Lodge #1774, and the Meth- 


' odist Church. During World War II he served as a 


civilian in stocking and distributing mechanical parts 
for military equipment and in training military per- 
sonnel in this work. A Democrat, he is known as a 
fighter for what he believes to be right and takes a 
firm stand on issues, political and otherwise. 

Mrs. Miller, the former Martha Turner, who married 
Mr. Miller in 1937, is active in church work and in the 
Vero Beach Garden Club. They have two daughters, 
Rolanda Delores and Marsha Marie Miller, both born 
in Vero Beach. 


MARTHA WRAY POPE TAYLOR 


A prominent club woman and civic leader of Vero 
Beach, Martha Wray Taylor is the widow of Samuel 
Butler Taylor, founder of the S. B. Taylor Construction 
Company in Vero Beach, of which Mrs. Taylor was 
secretary-treasurer. 

She was born in Westfield, New Jersey, April 23, 1887, 
daughter of Walter Scott and Louise (Embree) Pope. 
Her father was born in Charleston, South Carolina, 
September 21, 1860, and died in Haddonfield, New Jer- 
sey, July 6, 1942; her mother, born in New York City 
December 6, 1856, died in Haddonfield June 2, 1936. 
Walter Scott Pope founded the wholesale cheese busi- 
ness of W.S. Pope and Sons, which is still in existence 
in Philadelphia. He vacationed in Florida but never 
took up residence here. 

Martha Wray Pope received her early education in 
the public schools of Haddonfield, New Jersey, and 
graduated from Wilson College, Chambersburg, Penn- 
sylvania, with a Bachelor of Arts degree. On February 
6, 1912, in Haddonfield, she married Samuel Butler 
Taylor, who was born in West Chester, Pennsylvania, 
May 21, 1881, son of William Garrett and Mary (Worth) 
Taylor. His father was born May 18, 1848; his mother 


_ 0n October 7, 1844, in Pennsylvania. Samuel Butler 
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Taylor was in the construction business in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, for about six years and then moved to 
Haddonfield, where the Taylors made their home for 
the next sixteen years. 

In September of 1934 they moved to Vero Beach, 
Florida. Mr. Taylor bought twenty acres of groves in 
Tiger Hammock, south Indiap River County, and about 
a year later established the S. B. Taylor Construction 
Company, which built many of the homes built in Vero 
Beach at that time. He was the developer of approx- 
imately thirty homes in the northeast section and in 
1949 built the Sea Horse Inn on Vero Beach, which 
contains thirty rental units. Mr. Taylor was a director 
of the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Indian River County at one time, and at the time of his 
death (March 10, 1950) was a director of Indian River 
Citrus Bank. He was a Mason and Rotarian. 

Mrs. Taylor is a member of Vero Beach Chamber of 
Commerce. She served two years on the City Council 
and was appointed by two governors to the District 
Ten Welfare Board. Elected to the Indian River County 
School Board in 1949, she served not quite a full term. 
She has been a member of the Indian River Hospital 
Board for many years and was an organizer and first 
commander of the Indian River Chapter of the Amer- 
ican Cancer Society. She is a director and past vice- 
president of the Indian River Beautification Society and 
a member and past president of the Indian River Gar- 
den Club. A charter member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Vero Beach, which was organized in Janu- 
ary, 1954, and completed in 1955, she was on its Build- 
ing Committee and is now a member of the Session and 
past president of the Women’s Association of that 
church, 


Mrs. Taylor has been most active in Women’s Club 
work. Now Corresponding Secretary of the Florida 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, she is a past District 
Director, past president of the Indian River County 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, and past president of 
Vero Beach Woman’s Club. She has served as State 
Treasurer, Chairman of Finance, Chairman of Fine 
Arts, Chairman of Conservation, and as a member of 
the Headquarters Maintenance Committee for the Flor- 
ida Federation. She has served on the Board of the 
Florida Federation for twenty-two years. In June of 
1959 she attended the International Convention of the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs at Manila, Phil- 
ippine Islands. Mrs. Taylor was appointed by Governor 
Collins to the Florida Governor’s Advisory Commission 
for the Refugee Relief Program. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B. 
Taylor. 

1. Mary Pope Taylor Young (Mrs. James W.), born 
January 30, 1913, at Atlantic City, New Jersey, grad- 
uated from Beaver College, Jenkintown, Pennsylvania, 
“magna cum laude.” She has two children: James W., 
Jr. and Martha Godfrey Young. 

2. Louise Embree Taylor, born October 9, 1916, at At- 
lantic City, New Jersey, graduated from Stetson Uni- 
versity, DeLand, Florida. 

3. William Garrett Taylor, born June 7, 1921, in Had- 
donfield, New Jersey, graduated from the University of 
Florida, Gainesville. He married Gloria Grassell and 
they have two children: William Garrett, Jr., and Holly 
Ann. He is an architect in Vero Beach and a member 
of the American Institute of Architects. 

4. Martha Wray Taylor, born October 4, 1925, in Had- 
donfield, New Jersey, died there April 6, 1927. 
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CHARLES TOBIN McCARTY 


In 1888 an outstanding lawyer, Charles Tobin Mc- 
Carty, with his wife and their three young sons arrived 
in Fort Pierce by boat. They came from Vinton, Iowa, 
and were moving to Florida for the benefit of its health- 
ful climate. A few miles south of Fort Pierce at a place 
then known as Ankona, now Eldred, they built their 
home. 

Charles Tobin McCarty was born at Green Bay, Wis- 
consin, February 24, 1857. He was the son of a frontiers- 
man, and at an early age took on his shoulders a share 
of his father’s burdens. Surmounting the difficulties in 
the way of obtaining the education he desired, he 
entered Tilford Collegiate Academy at Vinton, Iowa, in 
1878, with so many credits that he graduated a year 
later. In the same graduating class was Barbara Eliza- 
beth Matter, also a brilliant student. They were married 
on the day of their graduation. 


In 1882 Mr. McCarty entered the Law Department of 
the Iowa State University and graduated with honor. 
After practicing law for a year he accepted a professor- 
ship at Tilford Academy, where his wife was pre- 
ceptress. His work as a teacher was of a high order, in- 
creasing the prestige of the school and leaving an in- 
delible impression on the minds of his students, to whom 
he was a friend as well as teacher. In 1888 ill health 
caused him to give up his position and move to Florida. 

C. T. McCarty entered into the cultivation of pine- 
apples and citrus fruits as a student entering a new 
field of knowledge, and spent nearly twenty years 
studying the soil and climatic conditions of the east 
coast of Florida and conducting valuable agricultural 
and horticultural experiments. He was president of the 
Florida Horticultural Society at one time. He developed 
and established the Indian River variety of seeded 
grapefruit which came to be known as the McCarty 
grapefruit. Very active in the pineapple industry, he 
was one of the largest growers in the state. By 1895 he 
had become so widely acknowledged as an authority on 
semi-tropical industries that he was chosen by the 
British Government to judge the agricultural possibili- 
ties of the Bahama Islands and instruct the people 
living there. As a result of his labors in the islands he 
published at Nassau in 1896 “The Farmer and Fruit 
Grower’s Almanac for the Bahamas Colony.” This was 
a treatise on citrus fruits, vegetables and pineapples 
which met with the approval of the Governor of the 
Bahamas and proved of great value to the people of 
the islands. 


C. T. McCarty built a fine legal reputation in Fort 
Pierce and was attorney for the board of public instruc- 
tion, the town of Fort Pierce, and the Florida East 
Coast Railway Company. He was also in partnership 
with A. C. Dittmar in an extensive real estate business. 
He was a heavy stockholder and a director of the Bank 
of Fort Pierce, president of the Fort Pierce Board of 
Trade, president of the Florida State Horticultural So- 
ciety, the animating spirit of the County Good Roads 
Association, and was always found in the front ranks 
of those working for the improvement of Fort Pierce, 
St. Lucie County, the East Coast and the State of 
Florida. He held the highest rank in Masonry. 


His wife, Barbara Elizabeth, was one of the first 
school teachers in the Fort Pierce area, at one time 
teaching six grades in one room. She was one of the 
founders of the first Library and the first Woman’s Club 


in Fort Pierce, and was very active in starting the 
Methodist Church in that community. 

The three sons of Charles T. and Barbara Elizabeth 
McCarty were graduated from Tilford Academy at 
Vinton, Iowa, to which they returned from their Florida 
home to complete their education. Daniel T. returned to 
Fort Pierce to carry on in the citrus and pineapple 
business which his father had started. Charles E. be- 
came a physician and practiced in Wisconsin and Peoria, 
Illinois. Brian K. returned to Eldred, where he was 
active in the nursery and real estate business. 

Charles Tobin McCarty died January 30, 1907, and 
his wife died in May, 1931. 


DANIEL THOMAS McCARTY, SR. 


Eldest son of Charles Tobin and Barbara Elizabeth 
McCarty, pioneers of the McCarty family in Florida, 
and father of Daniel T. Jr., who became Governor of 
Florida, Daniel T. McCarty, Sr., was one of the largest 
independent fruit growers in Florida. His magnificent 
grove west of Fort Pierce, the result of his labor and 
planning, was one of the finest in the world. A grower 
by nature, he loved this work best. At an early age he 
showed his business ability, and his life justified the 
early promise, for he became one of the substantial men 
of the county. His activities were many, and he was a 
dominant figure in many ways. 

He was born in Vinton, Iowa, March 31, 1880, and 
accompanied his parents to Florida when he was eight 
years old. Returning to Vinton to attend Tilford Col- 
legiate Academy, where his parents had been both 
students and teachers, he was graduated in 1898. 

In 1903 Miss Frances Lardner Moore from Taylors- 
ville, North Carolina, came to Fort Pierce to visit her 
sister, Mrs. Adrian M. Sample. There she met Daniel T. 
McCarty, and they were married on October 25, 1905, 
at Charlotte, North Carolina, where the bride was born 
on July 29, 1881. Her father, John Wilson Moore, was 
born in Mecklenburg County, near Charlotte, January 
2, 1842, and died December 31, 1924. He was a member 
of the North Carolina Legislature and an elder in Hope- 
well Presbyterian Church. Her mother, Margaret Gib- 
bon, was born near Charlotte August 14, 1840, and died 
February 25, 1886. She was the daughter of Dr. John 
H. Gibbon who was born in Philadelphia November 
14, 1819, and settled in Charlotte, North Carolina, to 
operate the first mint in the state. He died in Baltimore, 
December 16, 1868. Frances Moore’s education was be- 
gun at Charlotte Seminary and continued at Salem 
Academy and Salem College, Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, where she graduated in 1899. 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel T. McCarty, Sr., returned to Fort 
Pierce and built a home just south of where the Burs- 
ton Hotel is now located and east of the new McCarty 
Building. 

In addition to his principal occupation as a citrus 
grower, Mr. McCarty was president of the Fort Pierce 
Bank and Trust Company for nearly two years before 
his death, which occurred on April 12, 1922, at the age 
of 42. He had been a director of this bank since his 
father’s death in 1907, and was also a director of the 
East Coast Lumber and Supply Company of Fort Pierce 
and the Dade Lumber Company of West Palm Beach 
for a number of years. He was a Mason, a Shriner, 
Woodman and Odd Fellow, and a member of the Bish- 
op’s Committee of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church of 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Fort Pierce, where he attended regularly. One of his 
striking characteristics was his loyalty to his friends. 
His devotion to his family and church was often noted, 
and he never refused an appeal for aid. 

Following the death of her husband, Mrs. McCarty 
assumed complete management of the 150-acre citrus 
grove and successfully directed the packing and 
marketing of the fruit. With great vigor and tenacity of 
purpose, she carried on many other business and social 
interests and devotedly played the double role of 
mother and father to her five children. 

Mrs. McCarty served Fort Pierce Chamber of Com- 
merce as vice-president, was a member of the Demo- 
cratic Committee, the Indian River Drive Association, 
and the original Fort Pierce Improvement Club. For 
eleven years she served on the Hot Lunch Committee, 
operating the school cafeteria. She was chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Fort Pierce Memorial Hospital. 
As a charter member of the local chapter of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, she was Chairman of Volunteers for 


many years, and during World War I did considerable ° 


sewing and knitting for the Red Cross. Active in the 
affairs of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
she was Regent of the Cora Stickney Harper Chapter 
and auditor of the Florida State Chapter. She was a 
member of P.E.O., chapter R; served as president of 
the P.T.A.; was a member of the Fort Pierce Music Club 
and the choir of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, and 
was president of St. Margaret’s Guild. She died March 
10, 1952, at the age of 70. 

Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Daniel T. 
McCarty, Sr., of whom.one, the second child, died in 
infancy. The surviving children in order of age were: 
Anna Lardner, Daniel Thomas, Jr., Brian Kenelm, John 
Moore, and Evelyn Wallace. All were born in Fort 
Pierce and educated in St. Lucie County schools. 

The three sons graduated from the University of 
Florida and were the first three brothers to become 
members of the Florida Blue Key, the leadership fra- 
ternity at the university. They all served as president 
of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, and upon graduation 
returned to Fort Pierce to live; Dan with a degree in 
Agriculture, Brian with a degree in Business Admin- 
istration, and John with a degree in Law. All three 
served in the Army in World War II, entering as First 
Lieutenants in the Field Artillery and serving with 
distinction in the European, Pacific and India-Burma 
theaters. Dan emerged a full Colonel, Brian and John 
as Majors. Further information on each son is given in 
separate accompanying sketches. 

Anna Lardner McCarty, born in Fort Pierce Decem- 
ber 13, 1906, graduated from Salem College, Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina, and became a teacher in the 
Fort Pierce High School. She married Vincent Guard 
Newell, Jr. 

Evelyn Wallace McCarty, born in Fort Pierce October 
22, 1917, also graduated from Salem College and was 
president of her class. She is now the wife of William 
D. Stark. They live in Jacksonville and have a son, 
William D. Stark, Jr. 

The McCarty family gave 60 acres of land for the 
_ location of the new senior high school, which was named 
for Dan McCarty, Jr., following his death. They also 
gave 40 acres of land for the Indian Hills Golf and 
Country Club. In addition to their citrus grove proper- 
ties, the McCarty families own and operate Circle M 
Ranch in St. Lucie County, where they raise commercial 
beef cattle. 


JOHN MOORE McCARTY 


Youngest son of the prominent McCarty family of 
Fort Pierce which has already given one Governor to 
the State of Florida, John Moore McCarty was a candi- 
date for that high office in the 1960 election. He has been 
a practicing attorney in Fort Pierce since 1941, except- 
ing four years in the ‘service of his country during 
World War II, and until recently was Circuit Judge of 
the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida. He has also been 
active in the family’s citrus and cattle business in St. 
Lucie County and is a director of a number of corpo- 
rations, including the Commercial Bank at Fort Pierce. 

Son of Daniel T. and Frances Moore McCarty, pioneer 
residents of Fort Pierce, he was born in that city No- 
vember 23, 1915; graduated from Fort Pierce High 
School as president of his class in 1933, and from the 
University of Florida with the degrees of Bachelor of 
Arts and Bachelor of Law, finishing in 1941. At the 
university he was active in athletics, being a letterman 
in football and basketball and manager of the baseball 
team. In the government of the student body he held 
several executive positions, ending with that of presi- 
dent in 1940, and in 1938 was president of the South- 
eastern Region of the National Student Federation. 
He was president of his social fraternity, Sigma Phi 
Epsilon, a member of the Florida Blue Key and Cap- 
tain of Sabres, member of the White Friars and Colonels, 
and in the Episcopal Chapel at the university was senior 
warden of the vestry and student chaplain. He was also 
a Cadet Major in the Reserve Officers Training Corps 
and upon graduation received his commission as Second 
Lieutenant in the United States Army Reserve Corps. 

At home in Fort Pierce he began the practice of law, 
but on April 17, 1942, answered the call to active duty 
in the Field Artillery of the United States Army at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, entering as a First Lieu- 
tenant. He served as Commanding Officer in the 292nd 
Joint Assault Company in the Pacific theater and wears 
battle stars for the campaigns of Gaum, the Philippine 
Islands, Okinawa and Japan. He was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal and was released from active duty in 
February, 1946, with the rank of Major. 

Returning to Fort Pierce, he resumed his law practice, 
forming a partnership with Charles R. P. Brown under 
the firm name of McCarty and Brown. After undergoing 
several changes, this partnership was finally dissolved 
in 1957, when Mr. McCarty assumed his duties as Cir- 
cuit Judge. Shortly after his return from military serv- 
ice, he was elected Municipal Judge of Fort Pierce and 
served several years in this office. In September, 1957, 
he was appointed Judge of the Ninth Judicial Circuit, 
to which office he was elected without opposition in 1958 
and in which he continued to serve until late in 1959, 
when he resigned to prepare for his forthcoming cam- 
paign for the governorship. 

Always active in politics, he was chairman of the St. 
Lucie County Democratic Committee in 1947 and 1948. 
He was campaign manager for his brother Dan in 1948 
and again in 1952, and in 1953, during Governor Mc- 
Carty’s illness, John went to Tallahassee to assist him. 
He also served as State Chairman of the Citizens Con- 
stitution Committee of Florida. 

His activity in professional, civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations is indicated by the following list of his 
memberships: 

American Bar Association, Florida Bar, St. Lucie 
County Bar Association, past president; St. Lucie 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


County Young Democrats Club, past president; St. Lucie 
County Farm Bureau, St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s 
Association, Florida Cattlemen’s Association, St. 
Lucie County Historical Society, Martin County, 
Historical Society, Fort Pierce Rotary Club, past 
president; Fort Pierce Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, past president; Florida State Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, past president; Fort Pierce Memorial Hos- 
pital, life member and past president; American Legion 
Post #40, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #3064, past 
trustee; Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Lodge 
#1520; Loyal Order of Moose; Woodmen of the World, 
Fort Pierce Free and Accepted Masons, Lodge #87; 
Scottish Rite, Lake Worth Consistory; Joppa Chapter 
#28, Royal Arch Masons, Knights Templar #17; Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon #113, Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami; 
Fort Pierce Shrine Club, Indian Hills Golf and Country 
Club, life member; Pelican Yacht Club, University of 
Florida Alumni Association, Sigma Phi Epsilon frater- 
nity, life member. At St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
Fort Pierce, he has served as Sunday School Superin- 
tendent and vestryman. He enjoys hunting, fishing and 
all athletics. 

On July 16, 1941, he married Martha Louise Fosgate 
of Orlando, who was born in Arlington, Massachusetts, 
daughter of Chester C. and Margaret Cowell Fosgate. 
Her father, a citrus grower in Orange County, was born 
in Boston. Massachusetts; her mother in Athens, Penn- 
sylvania. Mr. and Mrs. McCarty have three children: 

1. John Moore McCarty, Jr., born at Fort Bragg, N.C., 
December 25, 1942. 

2. Margaret Evelyn, born at Fort Pierce, Florida, 
June 10, 1954. 

3. Thomas Chester, born at Fort Pierce, Florida, May 
9, 1957. 

Mrs. McCarty is a past president of the Capron Trail 
Garden Club, a member of the Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, the auxiliaries of the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 


BRIAN K. MeCARTY 


Second son of Daniel T. and Frances Moore McCarty 
and brother of the late Governor Dan McCarty, Brian 
K. McCarty heads his own fruit-shipping business 
under the name of McCarty Fruit Company. He also 
raises commercial beef cattle and is president of the 
McCarty family Circle M Ranch, Inc. 

Born in Fort Pierce January 17, 1914, he attended the 
public schools of St. Lucie County and the University 
of Florida, where he received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business Administration in 1936. While a 
student at the university he was active in military and 
student affairs. He was a member of Sigma Delta Psi, 
national athletic fraternity; Sabres, honorary military 
society; voted best artillery sophomore; member U. of 
F. R.O.T.C. pistol and rifle teams, Cadet Major R.O.T.C. 
Brigade; won numerals in freshman football and track. 
He served as president and secretary of the U. of F. 
Glee Club, secretary of Florida Blue Key, the leader- 
ship fraternity, and president of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
social fraternity. 

Following his graduation from the University of 
Florida he returned to Fort Pierce and entered the 
express fruit-shipping business. In April of 1942 he wes 
called to active duty as a First Lieutenant in the Field 


Artillery and was stationed at Fort Bragg, North Caro- 
lina, where he was promoted to Captain. He was as- 
signed to the #5307 Composite Unit, better known as 
“Merrill’s Marauders,” the only American ground force 
combat unit in the China~-Burma-India theater of war. 
This unit won the Presidential Citation Ribbon. Return- 
ing to the United States in 1945, he was discharged with 
the rank of Major. 

Back in Fort Pierce after the war, he resumed his 
fruit-shipping business under its present name and 
became active in the cattle business. He is a member of 
the St. Lucie County Farm Bureau and a director of the 
St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s Association. 

Active in many civic and fraternal organizations, he 
is a member of the Fort Pierce Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, a member and past president of the Fort 
Pierce Rotary Club, a member of St. Lucie County 
Planning and Zoning Board, the American Legion Post 
#40, V.F.W. Post #3064, Elks Lodge #1520, Woodmen 
of the World, Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, and 
the following Masonic bodies: F. and A.M. Lodge #87, 
Scottish Rite, Lake Worth Consistory, Mahi Shrine 
Temple, Knights Templar #17, Jonna Chapter #28 
R.A.M., and the Fort Pierce Shrine Club. For a number 
of years he was Scout Master of Rotary-sponsored 
Troop #1, Fort Pierce Boy Scouts of America, which 
won the Gulf Stream Council Troop Championship 
award four consecutive years. He has served as a vestry- 
man, senior warden and choir member of St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church for many years. 

In 1955 he was appointed by Governor LeRoy Collins 
as a member of the Board of Governors of the Central 
and Southern Florida Flood Control District, with head- 
quarters in West Palm Beach, and in 1959 became chair- 
man of this board. 

Brian K. McCarty married Gladys Elizabeth Penti- 
coff of Chicago, and they have three children: 

1. Barbara Elizabeth, born January 20, 1942. 

2. Mary Alice, born January 19, 1944. 

3. Brian K. Jr., born May 2, 1947. 

The family resides at 701 Georgia Avenue, Fort 
Pierce. 


PHILIP CUSTER GATES 


The Gates family of Fort Pierce has had citrus 
groves at Fort Pierce Farms since 1912 or 713, started 
by Charles Amos Gates, who came to Fort Pierce in 
1910 and built the house in which Philip Gates now 
resides in 1912. Philip’s father, Charles Bernard Gates, 
who was born in Charleston, West Virginia, in May 
1890, and died there December 27, 1951, managed the 
estates of the Gates family both in West Virginia and 
Florida, and looked after the family’s grove interests 
in St. Lucie County. His widow, Philip’s mother, Harriet 
Koplin (Hostetter) Gates, originally of Hanover, Penn- 
sylvania, where she was born June 21, 1892, is living 
in Charleston, West Virginia. 

Philip Custer Gates was born at Charleston, West 
Virginia, June 20, 1924, and attended the public schools 
of Charleston and Fort Pierce, also Culver Military 
Academy, Culver, Indiana, from which institution he 
was graduated in 1942. After four years of military serv- 
ice in World War II, he entered the University of 
Florida and received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Agriculture in 1949. 

Entering the United States Army in December of 1942, 
he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant at Fort Riley, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Kansas, and served with the First Cavalry Division in 
Australia, New Guinea, the Admiralty Islands, the 
Philippine Islands, and was released from the Army in 
March, 1946, with the rank of First Lieutenant. 


In the summer of 1949 Mr. Gates took over the man- 
agement of the family’s grove property in Fort Pierce 
Farms, and is still so occupied. His fruit, which includes 
all varieties of oranges and grapefruit, is marketed 
through Fort Pierce Growers Association. He is a mem- 
ber of the Growers Administrative Committee under 
the Federal Marketing agreement, a member of Florida 
Citrus Mutual, Indian River Citrus League, and St. 
Lucie County Farm Bureau. 

Mr. Gates is also chairman of the Board of Super- 
visors of St. Lucie County Soil Conservation District, 
vice-chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Fort 
Pierce Farms Drainage District, past president of the 
Fort Pierce Junior Chamber of Commerce, and a past 
director of the Fort Pierce Rotary Club. He is vice- 
president of the American League of St. Lucie County 
Youth Association (the Little League), vice-president 
of Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, and has been 
treasurer of St. Lucie County Welfare Association for 
some time. As an alumnus of the University of Florida, 
he is district vice-president of the Alumni Association 
and a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon social fraternity. 
He was twice secretary of the Vestry at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, Fort Pierce. 

Mrs. Gates also is active in church affairs and is 
Episcopal representative from St. Lucie County to the 
Florida chain of missions. She was the first president 
of St. Lucie County Children’s Health Council and is 
director of District #10 of the State Department of 
Public Welfare, appointed by Governor Collins. She is 
a past secretary of the Poinciana Garden Club and past 
secretary of the Board of Directors of the Indian Hills 
Golf and Country Club. As Barbara Ann Green, she was 
born April 13, 1928, in Painesville, Ohio, daughter of 
Shalor and Viletta (Moodie) Green. Both her parents 
were born in Cleveland, Ohio; her father on June 2, 
1898, her mother on March 12, 1898. They came to 
Florida about 1943 and are living in West Palm Beach, 
where Mr. Green is a contractor, head of the Green Con- 
struction Company. ; 


Philip Custer Gates and Barbara Ann Green were 
married in West Palm Beach on December 28, 1948. 
They have three sons, all born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Philip Custer, Jr., born February 9, 1950. 

2. John Koplin, born March 18, 1952. 

3. David Shalor, born May 5, 1953. 

As hobbies, Mr. Gates enjoys golf and photography 
and has a model railroad which he started last year 
(1959). 


IONE HINDS DURBIN 


The Executive Secretary of St. Lucie County Chapter 
of the American Red Cross, Ione Hinds Durbin is an 
executive type of woman. She was in business for her- 
self long before coming to Florida in 1938 and had 
owned property in the Fort Pierce area since 1928. She 
was a grove owner for many years and has been active 
in Chamber of Commerce and other civic affairs in Fort 
Pierce. 


As Ione Hinds, she was born in Lorton, Nebraska, 


daughter of Samuel Preston and Lulu Harlan Hinds. 
Her father was a member of the Board of Trade at 


Kansas City, Missouri. He moved to Fort Pierce in 1928 
and looked after some grove interests there. 

Ione Hinds graduated from Westport High School, 
Kansas City, Missouri, and attended Sweet Briar Col- 
lege at Sweet Briar, Virginia. On September 16, 1912, 
in Kansas City, Missouri, she married Otis Benton Dur- 
bin, son of William R. and,Ella Pickerel Durbin. When 
he died nearly twenty years later, on April 71932) it9 
Kansas City, he was Director of Purchasing of Purity 
Bakeries Corporation, Chicago, Illinois. At that time 
Mrs. Durbin became associated with Schneider Brothers 
of Chicago in the frozen egg business and for many 
years represented this firm as a broker. 

She came to Fort Pierce in November of 1938, having 
been a grove owner here for some ten years then, and 
managed a citrus business until several years ago, when 
she sold her groves. About 1942 she was active in the 
management of Fort Pierce Chamber of Commerce, Dur- 
ing World War II she was treasurer of the Camp and 
Hospital Association in connection with the amphibian 
base at Fort Pierce, and in August, 1945, was in U.S.O. 
work at Fort Pierce, arranging programs, etc. When this 
U.S.O. closed the following March, Mrs. Durbin took a 
three-and-a-half month vacation and traveled through 
Mexico, Canada and the United States. 


She was appointed to her present position in Decem- 
ber of 1946. By virtue of this position and because of 
some special training she had, she was called to serve 
in Louisiana after hurricane Audrey struck in 1957. She 
has also had experience in local disasters, such as the 
tornado which struck Fort Pierce on April 15, 1958. 


Mrs. Durbin was a member of Florida Citrus Mutual 
when she was a grove owner. She is a member of Fort 
Pierce Business and Professional Women’s Club, a char- 
ter member of the Soroptimist Club, a member of the 
Pelican Yacht Club, and attends the First Christian 
Church in Fort Pierce. 


A son, Bryce Edward Durbin, born in Kansas City, 
Missouri, January 31, 1914, operated the Durbin Quality 
Bakery in Fort Pierce from 1938 to 1946. He is now a 
builder in Gulfport, Mississippi. He is married and has 
two children, Barbara Lee and Bryce Edward, Jr. 


MARION AMBROSE RAMSEY 


A realtor and developer in Fort Pierce for more than 
a quarter of a century, Colonel Marion Ambrose Ram- 
sey is also president of Fort Pierce Port and Terminal 
Company and is a retired Colonel of the United States 
Air Force with an impressive military record. He may 
be better known as the erosion expert who for nearly 
thirty years has fought for means to control erosion of 
the beaches in the Fort Pierce area. 

Colonel Ramsey was born in Macon, Georgia, March 
9, 1900. His father, Marion Ambrose Ramsey, Sr., was 
born in Ramsey, Alabama (obviously named for his 
family), on August 11, 1875, and died in Macon, Georgia, 
December 21, 1918. His whole career was with Central 
of Georgia Railroad. Starting as a clerk, he was Super- 
intendent of the Macon-Atlanta Division when he died. 
The Colonel’s mother was Rosa Johnson, born in Mar- 
shallville, Georgia, March 7, 1877, who died in Macon 
June 5, 1952. 

Young Ramsey attended Lanier High School in Macon 
and Gordon Military College in Barnesville, Georgia. 
On March 18, 1918, he entered the United States Army 
and served with the 31st Division in this country, dis- 
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charged in 1919 with the rank of Sergeant. This was 
just the first step in his military career. 

His first position after the war was with Central Geor- 
gia Power Corporation as load dispatcher. From 1921 
to 1925 he was with Westinghouse Electric Manufactur- 
ing Company at East Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as a fac- 
tory trainee and a student in the company’s School of 
Technology. He came to Florida in 1925 and for the 
next five years was assistant chief load dispatcher for 
Florida Power and Light Company. From 1931 to 1933 
he was an electrical engineer in Argentina for Cia. 
Interprovincial Servicos Publicos, S.A., Buenos Aires. 

Returning to Fort Pierce in 1933, Mr. Ramsey entered 
the real estate business with Fort Pierce Properties, 
Inc., and became secretary -treasurer and vice-president 
of this firm, with which he was connected until 1957. 
Meanwhile, from 1934 to 1942, he was also secretary- 
treasurer of the Indian River Refrigeration Terminal 
Company. In 1953 he and M. F. McManus organized the 
Ramsey-McManus Realty Company. Mr. Ramsey is a 
registered real estate broker and president and co- 
owner of Causeway Trailer Court, Inc. He became 
president of Fort Pierce Port and Terminal Company 
in 1957. 

The years 1942 through 1952 were largely spent in 
military service. Recalled to the service in March, 1942, 
he was given a Captain’s commission and served with 
the 8th Air Force in England, the 9th Air Force in the 
European theater, the 12th and 15th Air Forces in North 
Africa, and was released in July, 1946, with the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. Recalled again in March, 1951, he 
served 20 months in Korea with the 5th Air Force, won 
the Legion of Merit and the Korean Military Medal 
(ULCHI), and attained the rank of Colonel. Returning 
in December, 1952, he held a mobilization assignment 
in the United States Air Force Reserve until March, 
1960, when he retired at the age of 60. 

An article in the Miami Herald of September 30, 
1959, tells about Mr. Ramsey’s long struggle to save the 
beachfront. He is called the most persistent and articu- 
late spokesman for erosion control. To quote the article 
in part: 

“The biggest natural fact in any erosion situation 
on Florida’s east coast is that beaches build up on 
the north side of inlet jetties and wash away on the 
south side. The man who knows this best in St. 
Lucie County is M. A. Ramsey. .. . Since the middle 
of the ’30’s, Ramsey said, he started to notice that bulk- 
heads and groins weren’t doing much good on the 
South Beach. . . . In the middle ’40’s Ramsey started 
to study a sand transfer plant set up at the South 
Lake Worth Inlet, also known as Boynton Inlet. The 
plant pumped sand from the north to the south side 

_ of the inlet. Originally installed by private interests, 

Palm Beach County took over the plant and has been 

operating it for nearly 20 years. Ramsey calls it ‘the 

father of sand transfer plants.’ Because of it, Ramsey 

_ Spearheaded a local movement which in 1949 resulted 
in the Legislature creating a Beach Erosion District 
for St. Lucie County. ...” 


The article goes on to say that a survey by the Uni- 
versity of Florida’s coastal engineering laboratories 
under Dr. Per Brunn recommended a sand transfer plant 
as the only solution. The local engineering firm of Alton 
Register and Associates was hired to design a plant. It 
Was estimated that it would take $550,000, financed 


Over 30 years, to handle the proposed beach preserva- 


tion system. The freeholders of the shore-front prop- 
erty voted to undertake $155,000 of this amount. The 
problem was, and is, to raise the balance. So far the city 
and county have shown no great enthusiasm for the 
project. Ramsey and some others feel that the preser- 
vation of good beaches is a county-wide responsibility. 
Many of the farm and cattle interests in the back coun- 
try don’t agree. Meanwhile, the South Beach is wasting 
away. Fine homes and a state highway are almost top- 
pling in the sea. Engineers say that the combination of a 
bad hurricane and big tides could cause a break- 
through, where the erosion is worst, from the ocean to 
the Indian River. 

Colonel Ramsey was one of the organizers and the 
first president of the Florida Shore and Beach Preserva- 
tion Association, is a member of the American Shore 
and Beach Preservation Association, and chairman of 
the Board of Supervisors of the Fort Pierce Beach Ero- 
sion District. He is also an organizer and director of the 
Florida Ports and Foreign Trade Council, chairman of 
the Port Committee of Fort Pierce Chamber of Com- 
merce, and chairman of the Airport Advisory Commit- 
tee to the St. Lucie County Board of Commissioners. He 
is a past president of the Fort Pierce Board of Realtors, 
a member of Kiwanis International of Fort Pierce, a 
member of Elks Lodge #1520 of Fort Pierce, and a 
charter member of Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, 
which he has served as president three times. For forty- 
two continuous years he has been a member of the 
American Legion, most of that time in the Stephen N. 
Gladwin Post #40, and is also a member of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Eugene V. Lisk Post #248 of Fort 
Pierce. Appointed by Governor Dan McCarty, he was 
chairman of the Fund Drive in 1954 for the American- 
Korean Foundation in the State of Florida. His church 
affiliation is Methodist; his hobby, photography. 

On August 1, 1933, at Fort Pierce, Marion Ambrose 
Ramsey, Jr., married Mary Lee Rhyne, daughter of Dr. 
W. F. H. Rhyne, M.D., and Vennie (Hawkins) Rhyne. 
Mrs. Ramsey was born in Lafayette, Georgia, March 30, 
1905. She is past president of the Women’s Golf Associa- 
tion at the Indian Hills Golf and Country Club. A son, 
Peter Rhyne Ramsey, born November 16, 1941, at Fort 
Pierce, is attending The Cambridge School at Weston, 
Massachusetts. 


ROBERT CAMPBELL BOOTHE, M.D. 


One of those devoted physicians of the old school, 
Robert Campbell Boothe was a pioneer doctor both 
before and after coming to Florida. In Kentucky he 
had.a practice which took him on horseback over the 
Cumberland Mountains and into Virginia. He always 
kept two riding horses, one to ride and one to rest. 

Born in Chesapeake, Ohio, December 27, 1874, he was 
the son of Isaac (born November 30, 1829, died Decem- 
ber 30, 1911) and Martha (Whitehead) Boothe (born 
December 23, 1826, died January 21, 1922), both natives 
of Ohio. He received his education in the public schools 
of Ohio and Kentucky and devoted several years to 
teaching school. He later enrolled in the College of 
Medicine at Louisville, Kentucky, where he received 
his M.D. degree. 

In 1910 Dr. Boothe married Shelley Bryan of West 
Virginia (whose sketch follows) and they had one 
daughter, Mildred Louise, now Mrs. Thomas Newell 
West of Fort Pierce, Florida. 

Dr. Boothe first came to Florida in 1911 to look for a 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


suitable location. In 1912 he and his family moved to 
Fort Pierce, a pioneer settlement which was beginning 
to boast of an influx of people. Dr. Boothe practiced 
medicine in Fort Pierce, Stuart, south to West Palm 
Beach, west to Okeechobee, and as far north as Titus- 
ville. There were no roads then, and it took a whole day 
to go from Fort Pierce to Okeechobee. Dr. Boothe be- 
came a friend of the Seminoles and they came from all 
parts of the state—sometimes a week’s journey—to be 
treated by him. Eventually, he was appointed physician 
to the Seminole Indians by the Federal Government. 

Seeing the need for modern hospital facilities, Dr. 
Boothe organized the first up-to-date hospital in the 
St. Lucie County area. The Four County Hospital, as it 
was called, drew its staff of doctors from Vero Beach, 
Okeechobee, Stuart and Fort Pierce. 

Long years of active community service filled the 
busy life of Dr. Boothe. He served as Councilman and 
headed many charity drives and benefits. He was a 
Methodist, a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, the Masonic Lodge and the Tri-County 
Medical Society. 

He loved the beach area and devoted much of his 
time to the development of the first successful beach 
resort in this area. The following item is a reprint from 
an old newspaper article: 

“Surfside celebrated its third anniversary, prac- 
tically on Labor Day, as it was opened a little less than 
_ three years ago. From a howling wilderness with 
scarcely a trail cut through the undergrowth and 
mangrove, from the river to the ocean, this now famous 
resort has blossomed into one of the most attractive 
pleasure grounds on the East Coast. Dr. Boothe has 
expended a great deal of money on this property. He 
is to be congratulated for his untiring efforts in giving 
the people of St. Lucie County a resort worthy of the 
name and one at which they can thoroughly enjoy 
the delights of the ocean.” 
Surfside was finally allowed to pass out of existence 
because the bridge leading to it was placed too far to 
the north of the area, making it inaccessible. 

During World Wars I and II Dr. Boothe was appointed 
examiner on the Draft Board and received recognition 
from the Government for his services. 

Dr. Boothe died May 20, 1947. He will always be 
remembered as a great humanitarian, a physician in 
every sense of the word, who devoted his lifetime of 
practice to easing the suffering of his fellow man. 


SHELLEY BRYAN BOOTHE 


Her father was a pioneer doctor, and so was her 
husband. Such was the life ambition of Shelley Bryan 
Boothe, member of the prominent pioneer family of 
Bryan in West Virginia. 

Shelly Bryan was born in Glenwood, Cabell County, 
West Virginia, April 26, 1887, the daughter of Dr. Wil- 
liam Pinkney Bryan (July 10, 1946-September 16, 1925) 
of Cabell County, West Virginia, and Julia McComas 
Bryan (April 16, 1850-July 8, 1929) of Lawrence County, 
Ohio. Dr. Bryan, a country doctor whose practice in- 
cluded the wide area up and down the Ohio Valley, 
was a brilliant man, self-educated, and possessor of an 
enormous library—unusual for that day. He served the 
community unselfishly, giving generously of his time, 
money and ability. 

Shelley Bryan received her early education at home, 


with private instruction in elementary subjects and 
music. When she was fifteen, the family moved to 
Logan, West Virginia. She had long desired to study 
medicine, but her family would not consent. When she 
was twenty, she entered the Kessler Hospital Training 
School of Nursing in Huntington, West Virginia, and 
graduated in January of 1910 at the age of twenty-three. 
She was appointed Superintendent of Nurses at that 
hospital, which position she held until the following 
July, when she married Dr. Robert Campbell Boothe, 
whom she had met in Kentucky where he was a con- 
sulting doctor and she was a nurse during a typhoid 
epidemic. 

After they were married, Dr. and Mrs. Boothe lived 
in Elkhorn City, Kentucky, where Dr. Boothe had his 
own practice and hospital. At that time this area of the 
state was experiencing a big boom in lumber and coal. 

Dr. and Mrs. Boothe moved to Fort Pierce, Florida, in 
1912, as is told in the foregoing sketch of the doctor, 
where for the next thirty-five years he carried on his 
practice in Southeast Florida. 

Mrs. Boothe shared her husband’s interest in the 
Seminole Indians and devoted ten years to the study 
and understanding of them. From 1938 to 1942 she lec- 
tured on the Indians, traveling throughout the state at 
her own expense, talking to women’s organizations, 
schools and civic groups. She was Indian Welfare Chair- 
man of the Fort Pierce Woman’s Club for ten years and 
for the Florida Federation of Woman’s Clubs for four 
years. 

Mrs. Boothe served as president of the Woman’s Club 
of Fort Pierce from 1934 to 1937. In 1940 she represented 
the State of Florida on the Woman’s Participation Com- 
mittee at the World’s Fair in New York City. 

Mrs. Boothe assisted in organizing and was president 
of the Music Club which served the Fort Pierce com- 
munity for many years. She also organized and is life 
sponsor of the Fort Pierce Junior Woman’s Club. She is 
a member of the St. Lucie County Federation of Garden 
Clubs and a life member of the Medical Auxiliary—the 
only doctor’s wife to receive this honor in Fort Pierce. 

As a member of the First Methodist Church of Fort 
Pierce she has been very active in every capacity of 
church work, including the women’s organizations. She 
is a charter member of the Woman’s Society of Chris- 
tian Service and was its president for two years. She 
also took an active part in the building of this church. 

A daughter, Mildred Louise, was born to Dr. and Mrs. 
Boothe in Huntington, West Virginia, October 6, 1911, 
She was educated in the Fort Pierce schools, was vale- 
dictorian of her graduating class in high school, and 
was winner of the district public speaking contests. She 
graduated from Wesleyan College and Wesleyan Con- 
servatory, Macon, Georgia, and attended Mercer Uni- 
versity in Macon, Duke University, Durham, North 
Carolina, and Marshall College in Huntington, West 
Virginia, where she completed post-graduate work. On 
June 15, 1938, she married Thomas Newell West, a 
native of Savannah, Georgia, and member of a prom- 
inent pioneer family of that state. 


ROBERT GEORGE DUBOSE 


The DuBose Jewelry Company of Vero Beach is one 
of the oldest business establishments in that city, and 
probably the oldest that has been operated by one fam- 
ily since it was opened. Its founder was Dr. J. C. Du- 
Bose, O.D., grandfather of Robert George DuBose, the 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


present owner, who is one of the civic leaders of Vero 
Beach, as was his father and grandfather. 


Dr. J. C. DuBose was born at Fort White, Florida, to 
which North Florida settlement his father had migrated 
from South Carolina before the Civil War. He came 
to Fort Pierce in 1911 and in 1912 established the Du- 
Bose Jewelry Company there, opening the store in Vero 
Beach in 1918. Besides being an optometrist, which pro- 
fession he practiced in Vero Beach, Dr. DuBose was a 
Baptist minister. He was pastor of the First Baptist 
Church in Fort Pierce until 1915, when he founded the 
First Baptist Church of Vero Beach and was its pastor 
for seven or eight years. He also preached in Sebastian 
and Okeechobee, and as late as 1950 founded the First 
Baptist Church at Wabasso, where he preached for a 
short time. Dr. DuBose was a member of the City 
Council of Vero Beach for eight years, a charter mem- 
ber and president of the old Vero Chamber of Com- 
merce for ten years, and a charter member and past 
president of Vero Beach Kiwanis Club. 


Robert George DuBose was born December 2, 1927, 
at Vero Beach, son of Oscar Lee DuBose (born in Fort 
White, Florida, October 3, 1900; died in Vero Beach in 
June, 1956) and Frances Woodward DuBose, who was 
born in Rockford, Illinois, May 3, 1898, and is living 
in Vero Beach. Oscar Lee DuBose ran the DuBose 
Jewelry Company from about 1922 to 1952. He was 
chairman of the Indian River County School Board for 
ten years and was a deacon and treasurer of the Sunday 
School in the First Baptist Church. 


Robert DuBose graduated from Vero Beach High 
School in 1945 and that year enlisted in the United 
States Navy. He was stationed at Coco Sola Naval Air 
Station in the Canal Zone, and at the completion of his 
service was discharged with the rating of Aviation 
Storekeeper Second Class. On his return from the 
Navy he entered Bradley College, Peoria, Illinois, and 
graduated in 1949 with a degree in Horology. With 
this preparation for his work, he entered his father’s 
business that year and was vice-president of the com- 
pany until his father’s death in 1956, when he became 
president. 

The company is factory-franchised dealer for the fol- 
lowing watches, diamonds and silver: Omega, Hamilton, 
Bulova, Elgin, Wyler, art carved and feature Lock dia- 
monds, International sterling silver, hollow ware and 
flatware. They also sell a large selection of gifts and 
the usual jewelry store items, and feature a complete 
repair department for watches, clocks and jewelry. 


Mr. DuBose is a member of the Florida State Retail 
Jewelers Association and the National Retail Jewelers 
Association, the Vero Beach Chamber of Commerce and 
the Junior Chamber. Elected City Councilman of Vero 
Beach in 1956 and reelected in 1958, he has been as- 
sistant mayor for the last two years (1958-60). He is 
vice-president and past secretary-treasurer of Vero 
Beach Volunteer Fire Department, a member of Elks 
Lodge #1774, Masonic Lodge #250, the American Legion 
Post #39, the Indian River County Boat Club, and the 
First Baptist Church of Vero Beach. For a change from 
his work he likes flying, boating and fire fighting. 

Mrs. DuBose is active in Beta Sigma Phi sorority, the 
Garden Club and her church. As Mary Patricia Roberts, 
daughter of Al and Geraldine (Braddock) Roberts, she 
was born March 2, 1927, in Sebastian, and married Rob- 
ert George DuBose in Vero Beach on August 23, 1946. 
They have five children: 


1. Raymond Fred, born June 5, 1947, in Panama Ca- 
nal Zone. 

2. John Robert, born October 5, 1949, in Vero Beach. 

3. Michael Oscar, born April 17, 1951, in Vero Beach. 

4. Sherry Lee, born October 28, 1957, in Vero Beach. 

5. Terry Ann, born March 27, 1959, in Vero Beach. 


THE BLOODWORTH FAMILY 


The Bloodworth family of Fort Pierce, Florida, and 
Haddock, Georgia, are the owners and operators of 
the two companies which can and distribute the 
O’Sage brand of food products, namely the Sunrise 
Products Company and Cherokee Products Company. 
The business is controlled by the mother, Mrs. Lillie 
Bloodworth, and her three sons, George Albert, J. Lo- 
gan, and G. Ernest Bloodworth. Lillie Graham Blood- 
worth was born in Georgia December 4, 1880. Her hus- 
band and father of the three sons, George Ernest Blood- 
worth, who was a farmer in Georgia, died in 1919 at 
the age of 39. 

In 1931 the family became affiliated with Cherokee 
Products Company at Bradley, Jones County, Georgia, 
about 15 miles from Macon. They later acquired a 
plant at Haddock, a few miles away in the same county. 
The original plant at Bradley is now used as a ware- 
house. In 1943 the mother and three sons came to 
Fort Pierce, Florida, and bought the first of their two 
plants in that city. The second plant was purchased 
in June, 1949, and the new company, Sunrise Products 
Company, Inc., was formed. Since then Cherokee Prod- 
ucts Company has been the distributing or sales agency 
for Sunrise Products Company, which cans and packs 
the O’Sage brand fruits and vegetables. 

O’Sage products are sold in all parts of the United 
States. In Florida the company cans tomatoes, beans, 
tomato juice and catsup; in Georgia, peaches, peas, 
beans, peppers, and turnip greens. They also put up 
peanut butter with the O’Sage label and with the pri- 
vate labels of chain stores and other outlets. Alto- 
gether the Bloodworths employ more than 1,000 per- 
sons, about two-thirds of these in the Georgia plant 
and the other one-third divided pretty evenly between 
the Fort Pierce plants. 

The sons attribute the success of the business to 
their mother, who has been the activating force in 
it since its beginning. However, each son has played 
his part, with George Albert, the oldest, giving the 
business the benefit of his administrative ability. 

George Albert Bloodworth was born in Baldwin 
County, Georgia, August 21, 1903. He graduated from 
Lanier High School in Macon in 1922, attended Mercer 
University, and started his career as a bookkeeper in 
Macon. He is president of Sunrise Products Com- 
pany, Inc., and a partner in Cherokee Products Com- 
pany, in charge of finance and production. In 1956 he 
was president of Georgia Canners Association. 

J. Logan Bloodworth was born in Baldwin County, 
Georgia, December 9, 1905. He graduated from Mercer 
University in 1929 with an LL.B. degree and a year 
later received an A.B. degree. He practiced law in Ma- 
con until 1932, when he became active in the family 
food concerns and is now in charge of all sales. 

G. Ernest Bloodworth was born in Macon, Georgia, 
January 13, 1916. He graduated from the University 
of Georgia at Athens in 1937 with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Commerce. During World War II he served in the 
United States Army for four years, spending three and 
a half years overseas in both the Mediterranean and 
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the Pacific theaters. Entering the Signal Corps in 1942 
with a Second Lieutenant’s commission, he rose to 
the rank of Captain and was awarded the Bronze Star. 
He participated in the Italian and North African cam- 
paings, was in charge of a radar depot in Oran, Africa, 
and later served in the Philippines. He was aboard the 
“Queen Mary” when she rammed a destroyer, cutting 
it in two. Discharged from military service in Decem- 
ber, 1945, he is now active with the company in pro- 
duction and research work. 

All members of the Bloodworth family are promi- 
nent in community affairs, both in Florida and Georgia. 
George Albert is on the Board of Directors of the Com- 
mercial Bank of Fort Pierce. For four years, 1946 
through 1949, he was a member of the St. Lucie County 
Board of Education and was Chairman of the Board 
in 1947 and ’48. An active member of the Fort Pierce 
Chamber of Commerce and the Kiwanis Club, he was 
president of the Chamber in 1946 and of Kiwanis in 
1948. He served as chairman of the Building Com- 
mittee of the First Baptist Church of Fort Pierce, which 
completed its objectives in 1957. He is a 32nd degree 
Mason and Noble of Al Sihah Temple of the Mystic 
Shrine, a member of Indian Hills Golf and Country 
Club and the Pelican Yacht Club. In politics he is a 
Democrat, of course, and for relaxation likes to fish. 

On February 23, 1934, George Albert Bloodworth 
married Ruby Winters, and they have four children: 
1) Joan Yvonne, born December 7, 1935, now Mrs. 
James S. Nunnally; 2) Ruby, born May 30, 1937, now 
Mrs. Richard Ryan; 3) Martha Carolyn, born February 
8, 1939, attending Georgia State College for Women; 
4) George Albert, Jr., born January 12, 1941, attending 
the University of Georgia. 

All three sons and their mother make their home at 
the Casa Caprona Apartments, Fort Pierce, and also 
have a home in Haddock, Georgia. On the farm in Geor- 
gia they raise prize Aberdeen Angus cattle. 


LEON SELDON GOLLNICK 


Prominent in citrus organization work in Indian River 
County, Leon Seldon Gollnick has been a farmer and 
citrus grower in that area since 1915. He was also a 
dairyman for about twenty years. 

Born in Gary, South Dakota, March 13, 1892, he is 
ason of E. M. and Anna (Redman) Gollnick. His father 
was born in Berlin, Germany, and came to America 
with his parents as a boy. They settled in Wisconsin 
where he farmed and was in the horse and cattle busi- 
ness. He also farmed in Missouri and South Dakota 
and ran a large dairy at Springfield, Missouri. He 
first came to Florida in 1913 and bought property in 
Indian River County. About five years later he came 
to stay and with his sons developed large citrus groves. 

Educated in the public schools of Missouri, Leon 
Gollnick worked on his father’s farm until 1915, when 
he married and moved to Florida, settling in the Indian 
River Farms Drainage District. He farmed and did 
other work, setting out groves as early as 1916. Starting 
with a small dairy herd, he had a milk route in late 
1918, and in 1939, when he sold the dairy, had about 
100 Jersey cows. He now has a small herd of Angus 
cattle, more as a hobby than a money-making busi- 
ness. 

Through the years he and his family worked on 
building up the citrus groves and now have 150 acres 
bearing three varieties of grapefruit as well as many 


varieties of orange. Mr. Gollnick does his own repair 
work in his well-equipped shop. The old home place, 
built in 1915, burned down and was replaced by the 
present home, which was built in the summer of 1930. 

Mr. Gollnick is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual 
and the Indian River Citrus League, and a charter 
member of the Indian River Producers Association, of 
which he has been a director for about fifteen years. 
He was a director of the Florida Sub Exchange at Vero 
Beach, which is connected with the Florida Citrus Ex- 
change. He is a member of Fort Pierce Atlantic Lodge 
#30 of the Independent Order of Oddfellows, and at- 
tends the First Baptist Church of Vero Beach. 

On March 25, 1915, at Springfield, Missouri, he mar- 
ried Lillie Adelaide Robertson, daughter of Jorgen P. 
Robertson, a native of Denmark, where he was born 
October 15, 1863. He came to America in 1882. He was 
a skilled cabinetmaker and a farmer; worked in a 
planing mill in Chicago, did truck farming there, and 
farmed in Springfield, Missouri, for fourteen years. He 
came to Florida in 1917 and bought property in a part 
of St. Lucie County that is now in Indian River Coun- 
ty, where he developed citrus groves. With his three 
sons, Christian, Victor and Paul, he did all his own 
planting. By 1938 they owned between them 190 acres 
of valuable land near Vero Beach. The wife of Jorgen 
P. Robertson was Mathilde Anderson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gollnick have a daughter, Anne Robert- 
son Gollnick Keen, born May 12, 1916, at Vero Beach. 
She is the widow of Joel Preston Keen, who died at 
Vero Beach October 28, 1947, and has two children: 
Joel P. Keen, Jr. and Barbara Anne Keen. She is a 
past president of the Vero Beach Woman’s Club, past 
president of Phi Beta Psi, a national civic sorority, and 
has been vice-president of District #10 Welfare Board 
since about 1953, having been appointed by Governor 
McCarty and reappointed by Governor Collins. She 
was vice-president of the State Welfare Board Associa- 
tion for four years. She also has been a member of the 
Democratic Executive Committee of Indian River Coun- 
ty. Mrs. Gollnick is a past trustee and past treasurer 
of Vero Beach Woman’s Club and a Noble Grand of 
Baldwin Rebekah Lodge #33 of Fort Pierce. 


PAUL OLIVER SEMON, JR. 


In the 1920’s a group of northern businessmen selected 
a 400-acre site on the ocean front at Vero Beach, Flor- 
ida, and built a private winter resort for themselves 
and their families. They named it Riomar. Today it 
is maintained on the same club basis, available to 
members and guests by introduction. The Spanish- 
Colonial Main Club Building has twelve guest rooms 
and adjoining guest cottages with accommodations for 
fifty. Individual suites consist of a large twin-bedded 
room, dressing room.and bath, with private screened 
porch. The atmosphere is informal and friendly. There 
is a golf course, a tennis court, and a yacht basin on 
the Indian River side of the property with a cruiser 
available for deep sea fishing parties. 

The present owner of Riomar and president of the 
Riomar Corporation is Paul O. Semon, Jr., who was 
born in Cleveland, Ohio, October 9, 1903, son of Pau! 
Oliver Semon, a retired merchant, and Daisy (Scofield) 


~ Semon, both living in Cleveland, where his father was 


born August 8, 1878, and his mother on September 10. 
1879; Paul, Jr. received his early education in the public 
schools of Cleveland, attended the Choate School at 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Wallingford, Connecticut, and graduated from Princeton 
University in 1926 with a Bachelor of Science degree. 

Mr. Semon was in the retail mercantile business in 
Cleveland for some years, then in the hotel and private 
club business. In June of 1942 he entered the United 
States Army Air Corps, was commissioned at Randolph 
Field, Texas, and served with the rank of Major for 
four years. In June of 1946 he came to Vero Beach and 
purchased the Riomar Corporation. 

He is a director of the Oslo Hammock Corporation 
and the McKee-Sexton Land Corporation, a member 
of the Florida Hotel Association, the American Hotel 
Association, and Vero Beach Chamber of Commerce. 
His social memberships are: the Cannon Club at Prince- 
ton, the Hermit Club of Cleveland, the Cleveland Coun- 
try Club, Vero Beach Country and Yacht Clubs, Elks 
Lodge #1774, and Trinity Episcopal Church of Vero 
Beach. 

He was married at Cleveland, Ohio, on April 30, 
1927, to Mary Katharine McKee, who was born in 
Cleveland October 18, 1904, daughter of Arthur Glenn 
and Marion (Deane) McKee, both deceased. A daugh- 
ter, Katharine Scofield Semon, now Mrs. Richard Stock- 
ton Bowers, was born in Cleveland August 10, 1928. 
A son, Arthur McKee Semon, born in Cleveland May 
19, 1932, is vice-president and general manager of Rio- 
mar Corporation. 


Mrs. Semon’s father, Arthur Glenn McGee, was the 
founder of the McKee Jungle Gardens, an 80-acre tour- 
ist attraction three miles south of Vero Beach. Mr. 
McKee was a Pennsylvanian who founded a highly suc- 
cessful company which built specialty blast furnaces 
and oil refineries all over the world. His hobby was 
the collection of delicate orchids and other exotic plants. 
In the early 1900’s he started buying properties around 
Vero Beach. Among his holdings was a beautiful nat- 
ural hammock lying between U.S. Highway 1 and the 
Indian River, which became the nursery for his plant 
collection, which contains specimens originating in 
South and Central America, Egypt, Ceylon and Java. 

The development of the gardens as a tourist attraction 
came about more or less by accident. People who had 
bought land in Florida during the boom were looking 
for plants to beautify their homes, and found their way 
to McKee’s nursery. They wandered through the trop- 
ical garden, wearing small paths. It was largely through 
the imaginative genius of Waldo Sexton, a partner of 
Mr. McKee’s who was a born showman, that the idea 
of the Jungle Gardens evolved. Around an immense 
table, consisting of a single slab of polished mahogany, 
thirty-five feet long and five feet wide, he built a Hall 
of Giants with huge timbers and hung colossal doors 
from an old Spanish castle and wrought-iron chande- 
liers, installed barbecue pits and an authentic jungle 
drum. 


He threw stupendous parties. One New Year’s Eve 
he had twelve couples dancing on the mahogany table, 
and paraded twelve horses the length of it. He had 
cowboys from the back-country ranches ride madly 
into the “compound,” whooping their heads off. At the 
main entrance he placed the skeleton of a giant whale 
that washed up on Vero Beach, along with a giant tree 
stump he hauled from Lake Wales. He enlisted the 
Services of the “monkey lady,” Lucile Anderson, who 
made a career of capturing live monkeys in Africa 
and selling them to traveling shows and circuses; and 
with an “animal man” from Ringling Brothers started 
a zoo in the Gardens. 


The spectacular phase of the Jungle Gardens ended 
with World War II, when the gardens were closed to 
the public and turned over to the United States Navy 
as testing grounds in a survival course for Navy per- 
sonnel. Locked in for a specified number of days, they 
were required to live off the jungle as best they could. 
They got water from the Traveler Palm and ate hearts 
of Cabbage Palm, suppleménted with ’coon, ’possum, 
and possibly lizards and snakes. 

Orchids have always been a prize feature of the 
gardens, since the early days when Arthur McKee’s 
rare specimens were taken in hand by Uncle Jense 
Hansen and tenderly nurtured and propagated. The 
present orchidologist is Dr. David C. Fairburn, who 
also is general manager. A Pennsylvania State graduate 
in horticulture with a postgraduate degree from Iowa 
State, he began his career at St. Louis Botanical Gar- 
dens, and is recognized as one of the nation’s top ex- 
perts on orchid culture. In 1958 Dr. Fairburn staged a 
“spectacular” worthy of the old Waldo Sexton days 
in the Gardens: a wedding under a tropical moon in 
the “Cathedral of Palms,” an aisle of 65-foot Royal 
Palms. 

In addition to the orchids and exotic plants from far- 
away places, there is a succession of flowers at the peak 
of their glory, according to the season, such an poin- 
settias, azaleas, bougainvillea, hibiscus. There are alli- 
gators, monkeys, deer, wildcats and small animals, and 
besides the native birds some tropical or jungle birds 
—macaws, toucans, flamingoes, and a Mynah bird 
named Joe who, it is said, can whistle “Dixie.” 

Arthur McKee died in 1956 at the age of 84, leaving 
Florida the rare and beautifully preserved oasis of his 
Jungle Gardens. Mr. McKee was an early member of 
the Riomar Club. 


MRS. CLARENCE L. MENSER 


Now serving the Florida Federation of Women’s Clubs 
as president (1960), Mrs. Clarence L. Menser of Vero 
Beach is outstanding in women’s club work and in 
public service organizations. 

Irene Sexton Menser, a daughter of Alfred C. and 
Della (Doorty) Sexton, is a New Yorker by birth and 
a graduate of Columbia University with a B.A. degree. 

Mrs. Menser has had wide experience as a business 
woman. She traveled for the Underwood Company as 
exhibits supervisor and accounting machine installa- 
tion supervisor, taught business subjects, and has had 
her own personnel office. She first became interested in 
club work in 1928, when she was a representative of- 
the Y.W.C.A. in Boston. She has been a member of 
Women’s Clubs in Boston, Chicago and New York, as 
well as in Florida. 


Clarence L. Menser, son of Urias and Ora M. (Brown) 
Menser, received his B.A. degree from Heidelberg Col- 
lege, and after getting his Master of Arts degree at the 
University of Michigan, returned to Heidelberg for his 
Ph.D. and Doctor of Literature degree. 

Dr. Menser was vice president in charge of national 
programming at National Broadcasting Company, New 
York City. When he retired in 1947, he came to Florida 
and opened a radio broadcasting station in Lake Worth. 
Here Mrs. Menser conducted a daytime woman’s pro- 
gram of interviews. They sold the radio station in 1949 
and Dr. Menser joined the Stetson University faculty 
as Professor of Speech and Drama. In DeLand he be- 
came supervisor of radio station WJBS. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Mrs. Menser became an officer in the DeLand Wom- 
an’s Club and was chairman of the State Board meeting 
held there in 1952. The DeLand Woman’s Club nom- 
inated her for the office of Second Vice-President of 
the Federation in 1954, and she was elected to that 
office. 

She served as Cancer Commander of Volusia County 
in 1953. Always interested in youth, she served as a 
director in the forming of the Palm Glades Girl Scout 
area. She sponsored the DeLand Junior Woman’s Club 
for four years. She has been an active member of the 
Zonta International, the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club and the Garden Club. 


Now living in Vero Beach, she is a member of the 
Vero Beach Woman’s Club and is on the board of di- 
rectors of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs. 
She is a member of the Florida Committee for National 
Library Week, chairman of the Women’s Organizations 
for Florida of the Freedom Foundation, second vice- 
president in the Continuing Educational Council of 
Florida, a director of the Florida Heart Association, 
vice-president of the State Chamber of Commerce, and 
is the only woman on the Governor’s Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee for the Aged. 


KIE THOMPSON McALISTER 


One of the larger independent vegetable growers on 
the East Coast, Kie Thompson McAlister of Fort Pierce 
first came to Florida in 1926 and, excepting a year in 
the Midwest, has been a resident of that area since then. 

He was born in Cabot, Arkansas, February 2, 1905, 
son of Callie and Calvin Ward McAlister. His father 
was an agent for New York Life Insurance Companv. 
Kie graduated from Little Rock High School in 1923 
and was employed by the England National Bank at 
Little Rock for about a year before he came to Florida, 
arriving on March 26, 1926. From then until July, 1927, 
when the bank closed, he worked for Fort Pierce Bank 
and Trust Company. It was then that he went to the 


Midwest for about a year. 


Returning to Fort Pierce in 1928, he worked as 
a bookkeeper for Backus Boat Company. Some 
time later he entered the employ of Standard Oil 
Company, starting as an auditor, then as a super- 
Visor, working out of Jacksonville, until he be- 
came head of the Tire, Battery and Accessory De- 
partment in the Jacksonville District. In 1937 he trans- 
ferred back to Fort Pierce as a distributor for Stand- 
ard Oil Company and carried on this business until 
June, 1945, when he sold the distributorship and went 
into farming on leased land. He raises tomatoes, mostly 
in Brevard County, west of Melbourne. 


Mr, McAlister was a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Rotary Club and the Elks Lodge of 
Fort Pierce before he started farming, which he finds 
takes up most of his time. He is a Democrat, a member 
of the Indian Hills Golf and Country Club, and of the 
First Baptist Church of Fort Pierce. Mrs. McAlister is 
Vice-president of the Capron Trail Garden Club. 

As Elizabeth Inez Baggett, daughter of Don and Luiu 
May (Edge) Baggett, she was born in New Smyrna, 
Florida, February 13, 1913. Her father was born in Red 
Springs, North Carolina, April 23, 1889, and died in 
Fort Pierce July 15, 1931. Her mother, born in Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, December 14, 1892, is living in 
Fort Pierce. Mr. and Mrs. McAlister were married in 


Stuart, Florida, on December 18, 1931. They have a son, 
Kie Thompson McAlister, Jr., born August 31, 1941, 
at Fort Pierce, who is now serving in the United States 
Air Force. 


BUD L. HOLMAN 


A very important person in Vero Beach is Bud L. 
Holman, owner of the Cadillac agency there, which he 
established in 1925. In addition to this business he is a 
large citrus grower and cattle rancher; manager of the 
Vero Beach Airport; and is the person most responsible 
for bringing the Dodgers to Vero Beach for their spring 
training. Their stadium in Vero Beach is named for him. 

Bud Holman was born in Lexington, Kentucky, Sep- 


tember 17, 1901, son of J. J. Holman, a farmer in Ken-" 


tucky. His mother’s maiden name was Lynes. He re- 
ceived his education in the public schools of Lexington, 
Kentucky, and started his business career in Chicago, 
where he had a Hupmobile and Marmon automobile 
agency for a year and a half. In 1925 he came to Vero 


. Beach and opened his Cadillac agency. He set out his 


first citrus grove, west of Fort Pierce, in 1938. Today he 
has considerable citrus holdings. He has had cattle since 
about 1940, and raises a commercial herd on his 1,100- 
acre Blue Cypress Ranch on Blue Cypress Lake, west 
of Vero Beach. 


In 1929 he and some others decided that Vero Beach 
needed an airport, and he has been manager ever since 
it was established. He has also been field manager for 
Eastern Airlines for many years and was instrumental 
in bringing that line to Vero Beach. 

Mr. Holman is a director of the Los Angeles Dodgers 
(formerly the Brooklyn Dodgers) who have carried on 
their spring training in Vero Beach since 1948, and 
takes responsibility for their local activity. 

He is a member of the Indian River Citrus Growers 
League, Florida Citrus Mutual, and Indian River County 
Cattlemen’s Association; also of Vero Beach Chamber 
of Commerce and Elks Lodge #1520 at Fort Pierce. In 
politics he is an Independent. He has been on two 
African hunting expeditions and collects hunting 
trophies. Mrs. Holman is a stamp collector. She is active 
in the Vero Beach Garden Club and enjoys landscaping 
her home grounds. 

She is the former Dorabelle Burton, born in Williams- 
port, Pennsylvania, November 13, 1901, daughter of 
Bradley and Gertrude (Pfeifer) Burton. She and Mr. 
Holman were married at Hackettstown, New Jersey, 
August 30, 1922. They have two sons: 

1. Thomas Bud Holman, born February 17, 1929, at 
Fort Pierce. He is an aeronautical engineer and is as- 
sociated with his father in the Vero Beach Cadillac 
agency. 

2. Harry Richard (“Bump”) Holman, born November 
20, 1932, at Vero Beach. He is pilot for the Dodgers in 
the summer, and in the winter works in the Cadillac 
agency. 


ANNA PEARL LEONARD NEWMAN 


Among the distinguished women of Florida Anna 
Pearl Leonard Newman has earned her place by her 
pioneering activities in Vero Beach and her contribu- 
tion to the historical literature of Florida. She is the 
author of the book, “Early Life on the Indian River,” 
published in 1953 by Stuart Daily News, Inc., of Stuart, 
Florida. 
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She was born at Dayton, Tennessee, May 29, 1888, 
daughter of William Floyd Leonard, a farmer, who was 
born at Bristol, Tennessee, February 27, 1858, and died 
in 1892, at Dayton, Tennessee. Her mother was Virginia 
Alderman, born at Farmland, Indiana, January 24, 1867, 
who died at Galax, Virginia, May 29, 1939. 

Anna Pearl Leonard received her early education 
in the public schools of Virginia and graduated from 
Lynchburg College, then known as Virginia Christian 
College, at Lynchburg, Virginia. 

On January 2, 1912, she married Lawrence Monroe 
Newman at Pulaski, Virginia. He was born in Galax, 
Virginia, February 25, 1889, son of William Jesse and 
Louemma (Lineberry) Newman. Five years later, in 
February of 1917, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Newman 
moved to Vero Beach, Florida, from Bluefield, West 
Virginia. Mr. Newman was a building contractor, and 
literally had much to do with laying the foundations 
of Vero Beach. He built the City Hall, the first Com- 
munity Church, the Christian Science Church, and 
many other public and private buildings in that town, 
where he passed away on September 14, 1953. He was a 
Mason and Shriner. 

Mrs. Newman is a member of the Historical Associa- 
tion of Southern Florida; a past president of the Vero 
Beach Woman’s Club; a past matron of the Order of 
the Eastern Star, Vero Beach Chapter #135; a past grand 
warder of Florida Grand Chapter, O.E.S.; and a member 
of Rebekah Baldwin Lodge #54 of Fort Pierce. She was 
one of the organizers and a charter member of the Vero 
Beach Community Church, in which she has been 
teaching the adult Bible class for over ten years. She is 
a past president of church organizations and is now 
national president of the Women’s Christian Fellowship 
of Community Churches and past president of the state 


organization. Her political allegiance is to the Republi- - 


can party. Her hobbies are music, books, flowers, friends, 
and Florida. 
Three daughters were born to Mr. and Mrs. Newman: 
1. Virginia Ivan, born at Galax, Virginia, November 
26, 1912, died June 30, 1930. 
2. Wilma Newman Coker Christensen (Mrs. Peter 
J.), born March 8, 1915, at Bluefield, West Virginia. 
3. Mary Eloise Newman Boring (Mrs. J. W.), born 
November 11, 1919, at Galax, Virginia. 


PHILLIP TYLER McCLELLAN, M.D. 


A dedicated physician who gave many hours of his 
time and skill without financial reward was Dr. Phillip 
Tyler McClellan, who practiced general medicine and 
minor surgery in Vero Beach for thirty years. 

A son of William and Emma (Charles) McClellan, he 
was born Sepiember 25, 1876, at Wellborn, Suwannee 
County, Florida. William McClellan had a farm near 
Wellborn which he inherited from his father, George 
E. McClellan, an early Floridian and County Jud7e, 
who was a signer of the Constitution of Florida in 1838. 
Phillip’s father also was a teacher, a Justice of the 
Peace, and represented Suwannee County in the Florida 
Legislature. 

Phillip received his education in the public schools of 
Suwannee and Madison County, and afterwards was 
principal of a high school with seven assistants. During 
this period he served in the Spanish-American War. 
He graduated from the Southern College of Pharmacy 
in Atlanta, Georgia, in September, 1907, and went on 
to the Georgia College of Eclectic Medicine and Sur- 


gery, which later merged with Emory University Col- 
lege of Medicine. After he received his M.D. degree 
in April of 1910 he commenced his practice of medicine 
in Wellborn and continued there until he moved to 
Reddick, Marion County, where he practiced a few 
years before coming to Vero Beach in 1925. There for 
the next thirty years he served the community faith- 
fully and well. During that time he was Health Officer 
of the City of Vero Beach for several years. He passed 
away on June 10, 1955. 

Dr. McClellan was a member of the American Med- 
ical Association, the Florida Medical Association, and 
the local or county medical association, which he served 
as president. He was a member of the Vero Beach 
Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club, the Masonic 
Lodge and Lake Worth Consistory, and the First Bap- 
tist Church of Vero Beach. By way of recreation he 
loved to spend his free time beautifying the grounds 
around his home. 

On May 14, 1911, at Wellborn, Florida, Dr. McClellan 
married Annie Joel Hogan, who was born December 
6, 1894, near Jasper, Hamilton County, Florida, daugh- 
ter of Albert Sidney Hogan and Laura Texas Zipperer, 
both natives of Hamilton County. Mrs. McClellan was 
formerly very active in the Garden Club and was a 
member of Vero Beach Woman’s Club. She is still 
active in her church, the First Baptist of Vero Beach. 

A daughter, Annie Juanita, now Mrs. J. R. Rorobaugh, 
was born to Dr. and Mrs. McClellan at Wellborn, Flor- 
ida, December 24, 1913. She is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee with a degree in Education. Mr. 
Rorobaugh is a graduate of Pennsylvania State Univer- 
sity and is a Colonel in the Engineering Corps of the 
United States Army. 


GREEN C. TROUP 


The producer of the annual Circle T Ranch Rodeo 
at Indiantown in Martin County, Green C. Troup is in 
the general construction business at Indiantown and in 
Miami. 

He was born in Fitzgerald, Georgia, October 20, 1910, 
and attended the public schools of that state. His parents 
were William Joshua Troup, a farmer in south central 
Georgia, and Annie Viola (Ball) Troup. 

Coming to Miami, Florida, Mr. Troup did construction 
work with W. T. Price until 1936, when he and his 
oldest brother, E. K. Troup, organized Troup Brothers, 
a construction company which was incorporated two or 
three years later. 

In 1945 G. C. Troup and his brothers bought 24,000 
acres in Indiantown and two years later moved there 
to develop his Circle T Ranch. Martin County has 
earned an excellent name in the Florida cattle-raising 
industry. Improved pasturage and water control, di- 
rectly linked with the St. Lucie Canal, have been a 
prime factor in the development of top-grade stock. 
Mr. Troup’s cattle, a commercial herd, are cross-bred 
Brahmas, and he had 2,000 head at one time . 

Circle T Ranch is the proud producer of all the cattle 
used in the Indiantown Rodeo, which has held its 
13th annual championship contest this year (1960). This 
rodeo is in the sport’s major league. It is conducted 
under nationally recognized rules that assure the spec- 
tators the best in stock in a hard-riding contest that is 
open to the best cowboys in the business. The contest 
is built around the five standard professional events; 
bareback bronc riding, calf roping, saddle brone riding, 
steer wrestling and Brahma bull riding. 
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This annual rodeo gathers together more spectators 
for one event than any other known entertainment 
on the East Coast from Ft. Lauderdale to Daytona Beach. 
The grandstand at Indiantown can seat 8,000 spectators. 

In 1959 Mr. Troup organized Big Chief Construction 
Company, Inc., a general construction business, in In- 
diantown. He is a director of the First State Bank of 
Indiantown, a member of the Florida State Chamber of 
Commerce, and of Martin County Cattlemen’s Associa- 
tion. In politics he is an Independent. 

At Orlando, Florida, on February 20, 1953, he married 
Myrtle Bell Williams, daughter of Thomas George and 
Leona Mae (Chandler) Williams, who was born at 
Henderson, Kentucky, January 23, 1910. 


JESSE J. P. HAMILTON 


An early resident of Winter Beach, Jesse J. P. Hamil- 
ton came from Taylor County, Florida, as a boy with 
his father, and was a vegetable farmer until about five 
years ago, when he concentrated on citrus culture. He 
has also had several side lines of business and has 
served Indian River County as commissioner for many 
years. 

He was born near Perry, Florida, September 2, 1892, 
son of Edward W. Hamilton and Martha Jane Blanton. 
His mother was born and died in Taylor County. His 
father was born in South Carolina and died at Winter 
Beach in June of 1936. Grandfather Hamilton came to 
Florida in a wagon train with about twelve other 
families and settled in Taylor County. He served one 
term in the State Legislature. In addition to farming 
(which was almost necessary for survival in those 
days), Jesse’s father was a partner in a sawmill and 
grist mill and ran a general store. At Winter Beach he 
was a truck farmer. 


Jesse Hamilton attended school in Taylor County and 
at Quay, now Winter Beach. He farmed with his father 
until the latter’s death in 1936, and since then continued 
as a truck farmer until about 1955. In 1951 he set out a 
twenty-acre grove behind his home in Winter Beach, 
in which he raises mostly seedless and pink grapefruit. 

For seventeen years he owned and operated Hamil- 
ton’s Grocery with gasoline pumps on Highway U.S. 1 
in front of his home. Back in 1925-26 he was a licensed 
real estate agent, and has bought and sold property 
most of his life. He and Donald Forbes organized the 
Quay subdivision, containing eight homes and a post 
office, now all sold. 


Mr. Hamilton was first elected commissioner of Indian 
River County in 1927 and served ten consecutive years, 
four of those years as chairman. Again elected in 1951, 
he is still serving, and was chairman of the board in 


_ 1957. His present term runs to 1963. He and his wife are 


members of Indian River County Democratic Executive 
Committee. He is an early member of the North Indian 
River Chamber of Commerce, now inactive; a charter 
member of Wabasso Civic Club; a past treasurer of the 
Parent Teacher Association in Winter Beach; and a 
member of Florida Citrus Mutual. He is a deacon in the 
Winter Beach First Missionary Baptist Church, in which 
his wife also is an active worker. Grandfather Hamilton 
was a Primitive Baptist. 

Jesse Hamilton was first married at Quay on August 
31, 1913, to Ruth E. Hinton, who was born in Jefferson 
County, Florida. She died at Vero Beach in 1936. At 
Fort Pierce on May 11, 1940, Mr. Hamilton married 


Willie Mae Dice, who was born at Perry, Florida, June 
15, 1900. He has three sons and a daughter: John J. P. 
Hamilton, Eunice Irene (Mrs. A. C. Walker), Eugene 
F. Hamilton, and Ralph Herman Hamilton. 


JOSEPH BENJAMIN SICKLER 


Operating his own reak estate business in Fort Pierce 
since 1956, Joseph Benjamin Sickler was formerly a 
licensed real estate salesman in Pennsylvania, although 
he is no newcomer to Florida. His grandfather, Joseph 
Sickler, was the first member of the family to come to 
Florida. He came to Daytona Beach in 1921, built a home 
there, and during the winters which he spent in Florida 
he and his children built several buildings. 

Joseph Benjamin Sickler was born at Peckville, 
Pennsylvania, April 19, 1920, son of Floyd Rolandus and 
Jennie (Vandenburg) Sickler, both natives of Penn- 
sylvania. His mother, born May 14, 1902, is living in . 
Rumson, New Jersey. His father was born August 13, 
1900, and died February 17, 1958, at Rumson, New 
Jersey. 

Joseph attended school in Daytona Beach and in New 
Jersey and graduated from Rumson High School in 
1938. He attended Lehigh University at Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, part time from 1938 to 1948, interrupted 
by employment and military service. While attending 
Lehigh, he worked for Bethlehem Steel Company. 
Entering the United States Navy in April, 1942, he 
served with Seabee Detachment #1011 at Fort Pierce, 
and was separated with the rank of WTI1C in February, 
1946. After his wartime service he became a licensed 
salesman in Pennsylvania, and in 1948 joined his father 
as a partner in Sickler Builders of Rumson, New Jersey. 

Returning to Florida in 1950, he got his Florida real 
estate license and worked about a year with W. J. 
Sullivan and then with Hoyt Murphy about four years, 
or until October, 1956, when he opened his own office 
at 2811 South Federal Highway. He handles all types 
of real estate and has five employees. 

Mr. Sickler is a member and director of Fort Pierce 
Board of Realtors, a member of the National Institute 
of Real Estate Brokers, and of Fort Pierce-St. Lucie 
County Chamber of Commerce. For six years he was 
on the board of directors of the Fort Pierce Memorial 
Hospital Association, and he was a member of the 
Disaster Committee for Small Business Administration 
after the tornado struck in 1958. He belongs to Masonic 
Lodge #87 of Fort Pierce and the Indian Hills Golf and 
Country Club. In politics he holds to the Democratic 
party. 

Mr. Sickler was married in Fort Pierce October 18, 
1946, to Elsa Hallstrom, daughter of Nels E. and Betty 
Hallstrom. She was born in Chicago, but her family 
were early Swedish settlers on the East Coast of Florida. 
Mrs. Sickler is a founder and past treasurer of the Fort 
Pierce Humane Society; also a past Matron of the Fort 
Pierce Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star. 


DAVID CARL 'TARNSTROM 


Former owner and operator of Fort Pierce Fire Equip- 
ment Company, the late David Carl Tarnstrom came to 
Fort Pierce in 1947 from Dumont, New Jersey, where 
he ‘had established the David Tarnstrom Fire Equip- 
ment Company in 1943. 

Born at Arlington, New Jersey, September 9, 1898, 
he was a son of Gustav and Hilda Tarnstrom. His father 


|284| 


te, , A | 4 iy Ba? Te ye ff r) ' 
i ue “d Xs { 








srt abbott ert sa eee” 

TL adel sadgirab ¢ bate 

orayul .edieW .D oA asM) sinyl solanat snot! 
“Tnoilical! serra Agial bey wolttinslt 


aoe VIMALASE HAReAOL 


erielt 0G mi weactaud slates Jeet nwo etl Heiter GO 
a yvlrowret acw vidi nims(ned dyaaet 8241 eorte 
Ayuodtls .wicovlyeannt ad oxernmalse stolen tnx! bee nail 
goeol carnthrresy vi sbivol’d vb weieo wor <0 a ost 
oF sinoo ot yliewel oft 40 wedenony dyed oft eee ale 
emo » tind 1S8e! si dosed aratgett oF ceods oo ahiwlT 
abtiold 9 .d doi wishnivw edt fetiith brn Arad 
ayniblivd Lavevee. Mee rsbtins aid bes od 
doo evo sew “eb citaieee dqore’ 
ban svhriton byol dT lo mow O58! Aa es eigeu lyettcet 
wet t6 seviten Atod patdoig (yrudsighawl ) gira 
sa anod yortoin at .ninavive 
aotiist GH oer wer ogni 


i 7igs 


vr 


mit 
ee Ih 


ni wnivel wt SOel -i 


ZL tewaukh ntoG tiw 

walt coomul to Btn Xi ywiewulet bat boe OORT 
ot “CISTS i, 

wo¥ ni baa doaett anoryed At loorlon bobusis dqenot 

at fopdat Ayill cocrawA emo be mubet Ber yore 


1 vitewevied! tye bobnotts oF SORT 


credolitgoed 
“rent anit) ise singviyerteto lh 


beiguiteni Bt! of 280i 


ornibass ail steven wrcttificn hrs hreargokgars ed 
waogmo?D feste nadoiitult vel bodlsow oa dgisled 
of SE AingGA mY ui enteta bwin sat gurioes 


ie [10i*% Jaormnivetl ygdant, ctiw, overs 
UT Yo Ane odd Gi bot aredat sew lake 
hasieol & wpraoad siorten andra eta tat) eRe 
dich parting Atel. oi bas pimaerive ced Pe qeacidobeg 
yoetol wor vercn ht vaoiilind yeild i roped & Ae 
lees ebrrol® eitl fom we ORth 4 gbtrold of piven, 
fier veoy 6 wade beltier boa cengoh shies 


a's ai*i eyo'4 
vcwsuide’ at 
“prt 


. 
Te 
rivtiel 


7 iF 
ba 
are wot woods gig iwoee stew emul Spte nitive 


1atil) Wtetinte 


sotto repo sitbocmeusd sty RaRL (7 
Ao LIBS Me 


exdtnind. oi. cow sel, hievalot 
oecolates evi earl boy stakes 

seit et Ws rorsoth bas seam 6 & vab Ange Ao 
Lem 


aay fh 


wutieel GineWylt srt to vedere « plush je, 
iat Jeep t tied to, bas 
we of clay Ga FOF wotseteoy To 
Invrerigi owt 20% oils To wrpigotth Ye faubd: ole ib 
ot} lo -aeensat 6 aee orl ‘bie eoltalgors’ fetigaoH 
noite telnita eepaieet, tec volt op izi¢nateD pase6e i 
ninoes of eynaled wk £80 ni aoutte obsccyt ot) valle 
big Noe? aititt pital eds Gat o> 
site gots off OF Sled al wohilog at temo 
] J ; a af tig 

21 vodeiO SO 0® oi bolwaen aw webbie aM 
6S: (stat 6 WO Yoo aottiqued rovtelleH palZ of BPE! 
iil eid ee on eed ceww ote rag tieligit 

ubriel $40 kerb yeaah | 
Syd ashe tee yet 
sud acts 16 tah 
+2 retold gilt eres? ate jo 


MTD. en 


} 
fe it 
air 

j 


a) 


ORT Jao OTE 
agin pt sik pat Fed t wr oteyatio hese cree 
ot sores cunt oO: biel rl ont ate cid 
ovader 4aeis Woh ASGiGua mori per ai #7 
~qig 91F4 rename? val wh fyaet 

BREE ah 
LP rdneiqee ysewl wet nota 
ah motienwT abit ban vir 













solar notin a a 


leat We; 


atestol orm leat to 
nadershl yee 


914 fod to TS sybod 


ee rte gine pe ¥ftao oreo ; 
sebong e ehe namh e 


4 : 
Li in’ ' 
< ta 


eM 
wird 


A a eee 
j 












































2a gectamaaames gee 3k 
TO ae ita Lg 


| bas aytosD 
res coped 


7 & a, duane 
hiveld bashes 
neil W ile¢ ah iee 


saya 
4 


OTIC TL 


Newell YL goeok tons yoiniW to theh 
Aiiw yod eas worl ogauoD «ales? mon aes 
evil juods lav sears? okiatogey o eew baw 

ot eunlus edi ao betetnssnes ort me 
sank bem ezonized to sonil obie te b 
vnnert tot todoiasimmoa tt vii + ‘ atl 


$08F 8 wodenotqee jabholl yeas saan ame 
notnela onal ati bas noilimell .W biswae: 
“it .yinyod sobys't wih beih bats | sod anw sorltos 
aici in bah hee anilow.) diem mi ated saws 
of erage colliowtt ptielbrerD 26ar io onal ald 
othe oviow!? anode ihe cist ee: mt 88 
any Haves ol viewed solve afi baltice/ ba 5 xa 
cations 6 sulfibhe i vurtelaiged sie oat at 
odes! nd lavvane “aor oyanzaoen 4 


& water jew 
; uly 
ss) Se 


teog 6 baw astnod tegio B 


lk, 


nathan to 1srladiewnos botools tefas 
ee, ovitusaanen 19) Bovioe, sor i 
NRRL asi aan aged ed pi rindds en 21694 220 
parlors acer ee ee 
‘i | pgs seth oti 
ee i ea 
Fe aiden cd > he! “af 
du ith svi’) onsack 
he a way traapagen? ¢ 
if gui) obeelt 
pearpeertuerehoy- oy 
CBRYT OIE yh A “ye 
ws. odovere 


ee. 
ba a 








nee 


‘Ss 


* 


ore 















¢ +. 


oe 
beg 







BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


came from Sweden as a young man, settling first in 
New York and later at Hackensack, New Jersey, where 
David Carl Tarnstrom attended school. During World 
War I he was a private in the United States Army. 

For seventeen years Mr. Tarnstrom was a salesman 
with Hawley Advertising Company of New York City, 
traveling in the New York area, until, in 1943, he 
established his own business. 

A York Rite Mason, in 1959 he became Master of 
Fort Pierce Lodge #87. He was a member of St. Andrews 
Episcopal Church in Fort Pierce and a Democrat in 
politics. His church and his Masonic activities took up 
his leisure time. Mr. Tarnstrom died at Fort Pierce 
October 5, 1959. 

On July 29, 1933, in New York City, he married 
Eleanor Marie Willse, daughter of James E. and Frances 
Mary Cecilia Cannon Willse. Mrs. Tarnstrom was born 
in Oradell, New Jersey, May 13, 1905. She studied art 
with the noted artist, Mrs. Hazel Bruhn, well known for 
her art shows in Chicago, and became a painter of still 
life and portraits. She is a member of the Ruth Chapter 
of the Order of the Eastern Star and Rebekah Lodge 
#33 of Fort Pierce, and a former member of the Ladies 
Shrine Club and the Merrymakers Club, both of sort 
Pierce. 

By a former marriage Mrs. Tarnstrom has a son, E. 
James Van Buskirk, born April 29, 1924, in Hillsdale, 
New Jersey. He graduated from Upsala College, East 
Orange, New Jersey, in 1948 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Chemistry, and did postgraduate work at 
the University of Florida in ’48 and ’49. He is now with 
Oronite Chemical Company, New York City, and is 
married to Joy Ellor of East Orange, New Jersey. 


WILLIAM A. LETCHWORTH 


Still a young man with much of his c4reer ahead of 
him, William A. Letchworth of Vero Beach has already 
chalked up a good record of achivement and service. 


He was born October 13, 1925, at Sebastian, Florida, 
where his father, Rabum Byrd Letchworth, settled in 
1916, coming from South Georgia. R. B. Letchworth was 
born at Clyatville, Georgia, December 12, 1897, and died 
at Sebastian, Florida, October 1, 1950. He was a me- 
chanical engineer and helped build the airfield at 
Homestead, Florida. He had a garage at Sebastian which 
was one of the largest and best-equipped on the east 
coast of Florida, and up until World War II was agent 
for the Star and Durant automobiles. William A.’s 
mother was Viola Hall, born February 3, 1907, at Berlin, 
Georgia, now living in Dade City, Florida. 


William A. Letchworth graduated from Vero Beach 
High School in 1943 and soon afterwards entered the 
United States Air Force. He was commissioned a Sec- 
ond Lieutenant in June, 1945, at Enid Air Force Base 
and served in the Pacific area until April of 1947, when 
he was separated from the service with the rank of 
First Lieutenant. 


Having excelled in baseball as a high school student, 
he entered Auburn University at Auburn, Alabama, 
on a baseball scholarship in 1947 and graduated in 
1951 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration. While at college he was a letterman in 
baseball and in 1950-51 was selected for the All South- 
eastern Conference. On leaving college he signed a 
contract with the Chicago White Sox and played with 
_ that team for a year and a half. At the end of that time 


he was swapped to the Detroit Tigers, and pitched for 
them for two years. 

When, in 1955, he gave up baseball as a profession 
and decided to enter a business career, he came to Vero 
Beach and organized and built the Letchworth Olds- 
mobile Agency on Miracle Mile Extension, south of 
town. He operated this bysiness until November of 1959, 
when he sold it, planning to enter the real estate busi- 
ness in Vero Beach. 

Mr. Letchworth is one of several men who founded 
the Florida National Bank at Vero Beach. He is a past 
director of the Vero Beach Chamber of Commerce; a 
past director for four years and past vice-president of 
Vero Beach Kiwanis Club; a member of Elks Lodge 
#1774, Vero Beach Country Club, and the Riomar Club. 
At Auburn University he became a member of Lambda 
Chi Alpha social fraternity and of the A Club, a let- 
terman’s club, His father was a charter member of the 
First Methodist Church at Sebastian, and he and his 
wife are charter members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Vero Beach. He cleaves to the Democratic 
party in politics, and his hobbies are golf, fishing, and 
woodwork. 

At Allenhurst, New Jersey, on May 16, 1953, William 
A. Letchworth married Joan Meredith Van Kirk, 
daughter of Russell M. and Meredith (Hulick) Van 
Kirk. She was born in Allenhurst January 31, 1928. Mr. 
and Mrs. Letchworth now have four children, all born 
at Vero Beach. They are: 

1, Linda Jane, born May 25, 1954. 

2. Charles Allen, born September 15, 1955. 

3. William Russell, born April 23, 1957. 

4, Patricia Ann, born March 17, 1958. 


LESTER LEE WHIDDON, M.D. 


Now semi-retired, Dr. Lester Lee Whiddon has prac- 
ticed medicine and surgery in Fort Pierce for more than 
thirty years and has two “firsts” to his name in the 
field of medicine. He has also been a citrus grower in 
Fort Pierce Farms since 1945. Last year (1959) he built 
the Orange Avenue Commercial Building, which con- 
tains six stores and his office suite, and he is planning 
a two-story building in downtown Fort Pierce which 
will be called the Whiddon Building. 

Lester Lee Whiddon was born September 16, 1890, in 
Irwin County, Georgia, near Tifton, in a log house, and 
was delivered by a midwife. His father, Dempsy Whid- 
don, a farmer, was born at Hat, Georgia, February 14, 
1862, and died at Tifton, Georgia, July 21, 1944. His 
mother, Ava Jane Vickers Whiddon, was born at Doug- 
las, Georgia, January 10, 1871, and died at Fort Pierce, 
Florida, May 15, 1935. 

Lester Whiddon began his education in the public 
schools of Irwin County, Georgia, attended Norman 
Park Preparatory School for six months, and graduated 
from Georgia Normal College and Business Institute 
at Douglas with a B.S. degree. He studied medicine at 
Emory University and received his M.D. degree in 1916, 
followed by an internship at Columbus, Georgia; and 
began his practice of medicine in Ellenton, Georgia. In 
December, 1918, he entered the United States Army and 
served in the 82nd Division, 25th Ambulance Corps, in 
the Army of Occupation in Europe; was commissioned 
a First Lieutenant, and served until July, 1919. 

Returning to Georgia, he practiced at Ocilla for six 
years; then, in May, 1926, came to Fort Pierce, Florida. 
Through the years since then he has done postgraduate 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


work in his field, including study tours throughout 
Europe. He was the first to put Sulfa drugs in the ab- 
dominal cavity after surgery, and the first to inject air 
under the peritoneum when removing a gall bladder, 
thus facilitating sufficient flap to cover the raw gall 
bladder bed, and thereby saving many lives that might 
have been lost. 

Dr. Whiddon entered the citrus field in 1945 when he 
bought forty acres in Fort Pierce Farms. Two years later 
he added another eighty acres, twenty acres in trees, 
but sold this last acreage in 1951. 

Dr. Whiddon is a member of the American Medical 
Association, the American College of Surgeons, the 
Florida Medical Association, and the Tri-County Med- 
ical Society of St. Lucie, Martin, and Okeechobee 
Counties, which he served as president in 1930. In 1940- 
41 he was president of Emory University Medical 
Alumni Association. He is a member of Florida Citrus 
Mutual, Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of 
Commerce, the Fort Pierce Kiwanis Club (past presi- 
dent), and a charter member of American Legion 
Eugene V. Lisk Post #74. He is a Mason of Fort Pierce 
Lodge #78, Lake Worth Consistory, and the Fort Pierce 
Clown Unit of Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami. In politics 
he is a Democrat, and for relaxation he enjoys fishing, 
hunting and travel. He has traveled in most of the fifty 
states and in about ten foreign countries. 

At Atlanta, Georgia, on May 6, 1917, Dr. Whiddon 
married Eunice Carl Iley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Iley, who was born at Webster in Sumter County, 
Florida, June 22, 1894. Mrs. Whiddon is active in the 
Tri-County Medical Society Auxiliary, the First Meth- 
odist Church of Fort Pierce and its Missionary Society, 
and in the Pelican Yacht Club. 

Dr. and Mrs. Whiddon are the parents of a daughter 
and a son. The daughter, Clyde Lee Whiddon, was born 
at Tifton, Georgia, April 10, 1918, and is the wife of Dr. 
Joseph Scott, M.D., residing in Miami, Flotida. The son, 
Lamon Lydell Whiddon, was born at Ocilla, Georgia, 
July 23, 1923. He married Anna Morrison of Lincolnton, 
North Carolina, grandniece of Stonewall Jackson. They 
reside in North Miami, Florida. 

Clyde Lee’s children are Jody, age eight; Jimmy, age 
six; and Susan, age three. Lamon’s children are Scott, 
age six; Stuart, age four; and Seve, age one. 


JOHN DIXIE ALMOND, JR. 


A native of Brevard County, Florida, John Dixie Al- 
mond, Jr. is an electrical engineer and has been with 
the Indian River Refrigeration Terminal Company for 
more than twenty-five years. Actively interested in pol- 
itics, he is at present Chairman of the St. Lucie County 
Democratic Executive Committee. He is also interested 
in local history and is president of the St. Lucie County 
Historical Society. 

Mr. Almond was born at Rockledge, Florida, Decem- 
ber 17, 1898, son of John Dixie Almond, Sr., and Mar- 
garet Louise Campbell. His mother was born in Ire- 
land; his father in Phoenix City, Alabama. Both died 
in Fort Pierce. His father came to Brevard County from 
Georgia in the 1890’s and up to 1900 set out groves for 

others. In that year he set his own grove in Fort Pierce. 
John Dixie Almond, Jr., graduated from St. Lucie 
County High School in 1916 and from the University of 
Florida in 1922 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Electrical Engineering. In the meantime from July, 
1918, to December 13, 1918, he was in detached service 


in the Infantry in Officers Training School. He en- 
tered the employ of Southern Utilities Company of 
Palatka in 1921, finishing his last year of college during 
a four-month leave of absence, and was assistant to the 
Efficiency Engineer and to the Superintendent of Oper- 
ations. In 1924 he became manager of the Arcadia 
property of Southern Utilities, which was sold to Flor- 
ida Power and Light Confpany, and remained as man- 
ager in Arcadia until 1930. For about a year after that 
he was with General Utilities and Operating Company 
in Monticello, Florida. In 1932 he returned to Fort 
Pierce and did general farming on his twenty acres 
on Angle Road, west of the town, until he went to work 
in 1934 constructing the Indian River Refrigeration Ter- 
minal, and has remained as engineer of this plant since 
then. 

Mr. Almond is a former member of the Elks, the 
Kiwanis Club, and the American Legion. He was a 
Cub Scout leader in Fort Pierce at one time and a di- 
rector of the Sea Scout Ship at Fort Pierce. He has 
served as Elder of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Fort Pierce, in which his son John is now a Deacon. 
For recreation he enjoys boating, fishing and all outdoor 
life, baseball, football, and spectator sports. 

In Arcadia, Florida, on September 2, 1924, John Dixie 
Almond, Jr., married Frances Haughton, daughter of 
H. B. and Frances (“Fannie”) Word Haughton of Oko- 
lona, Mississippi, where she was born March 30, 1903. 
Mr. and Mrs. Almond are the parents of two sons: 

1. John Dixie Almond III, born December 22, 1925, 
at Arcadia, who married Arlia Frink of Fort Pierce. 

2. Kenneth Word Almond, born February 27, 1941, 
at Fort Pierce, who is now a student at Florida State 
University. He made the National Honor Society in 
high school. During his first semester at Florida State 
University (1959-60) he was on the Dean’s List while 
a pledge of Sigma Phi Epsilon, and also made Pershing 
Rifles in the R.O.T.C. 


ISAAC OLIVER BISHOP, JR., D.D.S. 


Dr. Isaac Oliver Bishop, Jr., who has practiced den- 
tistry in Fort Pierce for forty years, is the fourth 
generation of his family to live in Florida. The ances- 
tors of the Bishop family were Dutch, the name being 
Bischoff originally. Three brothers of this family mi- 
grated from Holland to England, where they remained 
several years. Having received a land grant in South 
Carolina from the King of England, they came to the 
United States and settled Bishopville, South Carolina. 
Most of the land grant, a large section of which was in 
Columbia, South Carolina, was eventually sold. 

When Florida was opened for settlers, about 1832, 
Dr. Bishop’s great-grandfather, George Bishop, came 
down from Bishopville, South Carolina, and settled at 
Aucilla in Jefferson County, Florida. He had three 
children: Dave, Martin, and Cynthia. Martin (Dr. 
Bishop’s grandfather), though quite young, fought 
with his father in the Seminole Indian War. The father 
was seriously injured but Martin came out without a 
scratch. Whenever possible they worked the plantation 
in the day time and lived in a block house at night. At 
the beginning of the Civil War Martin Bishop joined 
Morgan’s Wild Raiders. They had no base of supplies 
and foraged for food, many times eating parched corn 
and field rats. The Bishop plantation in Aucilla is still 
intact and is being carried on by Dr. Bishop's brother, 
Martin. 
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THE EAST COAST, OF» FLORIDA 


His parents, Isaac Oliver Bishop, Sr., and Amanda 
Jane Lewis, were both born near Aucilla, Florida; the 
father on September 28, 1847, the mother on November 
22, 1854. She died February 28, 1930. Isaac, Sr., who 
was a farmer and also raised cattle and sheep on the 
Bishop plantation, died January 3, 1943. 

Also born in Aucilla, on September 11, 1894, Isaac 
Oliver Bishop, Jr. attended the local schools through 
high school and then entered the Southern Dental 
College at Atlanta, Georgia, from which he was grad- 
uated with a D.DS. degree. 

The day after his graduation from dental college he 
entered the United States Army and was sent to Co- 
lumbia, South Carolina, for his training. He was the 
only dentist among 10,000 men, until new dentists were 
recruited and sent to this training center, and that was 
where he received his first practical dental experience. 
In 1917 he was sent to France where he gave first aid 
and was director of stretcher bearers. Known as a 
“Casual,” he replaced dentists who were killed in line 
of duty. When discharged he was a First Lieutenant 
with the 42nd Rainbow Division from New York. He 
came back from France on the same ship with General 
Pershing—the last ship to leave there with American 
boys. 

After the war Dr. Bishop returned to Florida and 
visited a sister who lived in Okeechobee. He came to 
Fort Pierce to take a train home and liked the looks 
of the town well enough to stay there. The population 
at that time was 1500 and the town had one paved 
street. The Fort Pierce Bank building had just been 
built. Dr. Bishop took an office in that building and 
began a dental practice that was to continue for forty 
years in the same building. They are tearing it down 
now, so he has had to move. 

In one of his citrus groves within the boundaries of 
Fort Pierce he had a small bungalow, and decided to 
use that for an office. Freshly painted and decorated 
inside, it makes a delightful office, and there is no 
parking problem in that location. Now semi-retired, 
Dr. Bishop works in his office only about three hours 
a day. His groves and other interests keep him busy 
the rest of the time. In another grove he has just 
completed a beautiful new home. 

He is a member of the American Dental Association, 
the Florida Dental Association, a former member of the 
Fort Pierce Chamber of Commerce and the Exchange 
Club, a member of the American Legion, the Elks, the 
Odd Fellows, and the First Baptist Church at Fort 
Pierce. 

At Palm Beach on December 28, 1928, Dr. Bishop 
married Regina Aline Kellems, who was born October 
30, 1911, in Derby, Indiana. Her father, James Isaac 
Kellems, was also born in Derby, Indiana, August 18, 
1880, and died September 21, 1956. Her mother, Jane 
Elizabeth Elder Kellems, was born in Mount Pleasant, 
Indiana, June 3, 1886, and died in 1928. 


HARRY LAVON BISHOP, SR. 


One of the two owners and partners in B and B Ma- 
chine Shop, Fort Pierce, Harry Lavon Bishop, Sr., is 
following in his father’s line of business, after some 
years of deviation, and his service is proving very use- 
ful to farmers in South Florida. His shop has shown 
inventive genius in producing new types of agricultural 
tools. 


Mr. Bishop was born at Cloverport, Kentucky, June 


29, 1908, son of James Lewis and Mattie (Knott) Bishop. 
His mother died at Valley Station, Kentucky, in 1918 
and after that his father came to Florida and went into 
the machine shop business in Arcadia. He has served as 
city councilman at Arcadia, is a Mason, and now lives 
at Ona (Hardee County), where he has a citrus grove. 


Harry, a brother, Virgil, and sister, Nanna Lee (now 
Mrs. Ernest Clements), came to Florida in 1923. He had 
attended school in Cloverport, Louisville, and Valley 
Station, Kentucky, and graduated from Arcadia High 
School in 1929. He organized Bishop’s Auto Electric 
shop in Arcadia but sold it a year later, in 1930, and 
bought a dry cleaning plant in Arcadia which he oper- 
ated under the name of Standard Dry Cleaners unti! 
1941. During World War II he worked under Civil 
Service as a machinist at Pensacola Naval Air Station. 
Leaving Pensacola in 1945, he came to Fort Pierce soon 
after that and formed a partnership with Luther W. 
Blount, organizing and building the B and B. Machine 
Shop. Mr. Blount was born at Venus (Highlands 
County) of pioneer Florida stock. 

The B and B Machine Shop employs about sixteen 
people. They have developed a rotary plow designed 
for use in the vegetable fields of South Florida which 
are planted on beds, and a bed press designed to shape 
the soil beds for moisture and erosion control. They 
also build irrigation and drainage pumps of their own 
design. 

Mr. Bishop is a member of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie 
County Chamber of Commerce, Elks Lodge #1520, the 
Pelican Yacht Club and the First Methodist Church 
of Fort Pierce. He is an Independent in politics, and 
likes to go boating and fishing. 

He was married at Ocala June 10, 1934, to Eddie 
Blanche Youngblood, born near Valdosta, Georgia, April 
19, 1911, daughter of John and Mary Youngblood. A 
son, Harry Lavon, Jr., was born at Pensacola August 
5, 1945. 


JUDSON THEODOSIA LASITTER 
LENNARD 


The life of Mrs. Judson Lasitter Lennard of Fort 
Pierce is bound up in the history of Florida and of 
this country. Her mother was a sister of Lewis Powell, 
who, under the name of Lewis Payne, took part in the 
tragic conspiracy against President Lincoln, and suf- 
fered the supreme penalty. He was a son of cultured 
and respected citizens of South Georgia, his father a 
Baptist minister. With the hot-headedness character- 
istic of his age (he was only eighteen), he was easy 
prey to the propaganda of the conspirators, and was 
the first to be captured. On hearing of his son’s in- 
volvement in the tragedy, the Rev. G. A. Powell rushed 
to Washington to plead for his boy, sending word ahead; 
but he was too late. Grieved and humiliated, he dis- 
posed of his Georgia property and sought seclusion in 
the wilds of Florida, settling on the shore of Lake 
Jessup, between Sanford and Geneva in Orange County, 
now Seminole County. He organized the first church 
in Geneva in 1878, and died there at an early age. The 
sterling qualities of his descendants testify to the good 
character of the family. 

Mr. Powell brought to Florida with him his three 
daughters: Angeline, Minerva, and Judson. The two 
younger girls married brothers of the Hart family, 
whose residence in Florida dates back to the Spanish 
regime. Ossian B. Hart was Governor of Florida in 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


1872-73. The oldest daughter of the Powell family, 
Samantha Angeline (born in Brooks County, Georgia, 
February 7, 1847; died at Fort Pierce December 23, 
1922) married William Pembroke Lasitter (born in Up- 
son County, Georgia, December 15, 1847; died at Fort 
Pierce June 1, 1912) who came to Florida with his 
grandfather as a very young man. He was in poor 
health, due to his war service in the Confederate Army, 
and had been given a year to live if he came to Florida, 
but he lived to be 65. The grandfather bought 600 acres 
at Oviedo, Seminole County. Mrs. Lennard’s father 
homesteaded 160 acres of his own, grew citrus and 
worked in the groves of other growers. 

Judson Theodosia Lasitter was born at Oviedo, Flor- 
ida, August 10, 1878. Her mother taught her at home 
until she was eight years old. After that she attended 
a country school at Buda in Orange County, now Sem- 
inole, and a Normal School at Leesburg, and received 
her teacher’s certificate from the Orange County court 
house. For four years she taught at Wekiva, Gotha, 
Canada Settlement, and Fort Christmas, all Orange 
County settlements. She also ran the post office at Buda 
until the time she married. 

She was married at Geneva on January 2, 1901, to 
Robert Worthy Lennard, who was born in Talbotton, 
Georgia, September 19, 1870, and died at Fort Pierce, 
Florida, August 22, 1935. His parents were William Dean 
and Gertrude (Worthy) Lennard. He was a butcher at 
Fort Pierce until he was appointed Sheriff, and was 
the first sheriff of St. Lucie County, serving four years. 
Later he was elected Marshal of Fort Pierce. 

About 1907 he moved to Indrio, then known as Vik- 
ing, where he bought forty acres and grew pineapples. 
This land he sold to Koblegard Plantation Company 
and was manager of 150 acres of pineapples for this 
company. During World War I he worked in the Jack- 
sonville shipyards. After the war he moved to forty 
acres in Fort Pierce Farms and set out about twelve 
acres in citrus. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lennard became the parents of four 
children, all born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Oscar Dean Lennard, M.D., born October 14, 1901. 

2. Robert Worthy Lennard, Jr., born March 12, 1904. 

3. Eugenia May Lennard, born October 10, 1909, who 
died November 5, 1912. 

4. Judson Lasitter Lennard, born November 5, 1913. 


Robert, Jr. was County Commissioner of St. Lucie 
County for two four-year terms. J. L. (“Dick”) Lennard 
is a Deacon of the South Miami Baptist Church. Mr. 
Lennard, Sr. was an Odd Fellow of Fort Pierce Lodge. 

Mrs. Lennard is a charter member of Florida Citrus 
Mutual and Fort Pierce Growers Association; a char- 
ter member and past Noble Grand of Baldwin Rebekah 
Lodge #33; a member of Chapter #1873 of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy and was vice-president 
for several years; a member of the First Baptist Church 
of Fort Pierce; and was president of the Fort Pierce 
Farms Woman’s Club, now an inactive body. Her hob- 
bies arc reading and knitting. 


CYRUS FRANKLIN RAULERSON 
The name Raulerson has long been associated with 
the cattle industry in Florida. A pioneer cattleman of 
St. Lucie County, Cyrus Franklin Raulerson was one 
of the largest ranchers in that area. He was also a 
citrus grower, one of the first commercial potato grow- 
ers in St. Lucie County, and had other large business 


interests. In spite of all his business activities he 
found time to serve as County Commissioner for several 
years and as State Senator for four years. 

One of nine children, he was born in Geneva, Florida, 
(Seminole County) March 20, 1873, son of Wade Hamp- 
ton and Catherine Frances Hart Raulerson. His father 
was born in April, 1938, and died August 26, 1906; his 
mother, born February 9, 1838, died May 6, 1898. 

Following the death of his father in 1906, Frank 
Raulerson and his brother, K. B., came to Fort Pierce 
and entered the cattle business. Frank was general 
manager of the K. B. Raulerson East Coast Cattle 
Company until the death of his brother, when he be- 
came the principal owner of the business. He was one 
of those far-sighted men who bought up large acreage 
from the land companies, much of it for as little as 
fifteen cents an acre. At one time one of his ranches 
extended from about fifteen miles west of Fort Pierce 
all the way through to the Kissimmee River at Fort 
Bassinger. One ranch was located at Fellsmere and 
one, the Dixie Cattle Company, was out from Okee- 
chobee. In recent years Mr. Raulerson sold all but the 
Cow Creek Ranch. 


Like so many of our pioneers, he was very enterpris- 
ing and was not content with one activity. He engaged 
in the citrus business and owned one of the finest groves 
in the county. He invested in cold storage plants and 
houses in Miami. During the Florida boom he con- 
structed on the main street of Fort Pierce a large office 
and store building which is known as the Raulerson 
Building. At about the same time he launched a whole- 
sale and retail grocery business and was the principal 
stockholder in the Raulerson Grocery Company, the 
East Coast Grocery Wholesale House, and the Sunrise 
Grocery Stores. He was president and a member of the 
board of directors of the Raulerson Grocery Company 
as well as the East Coast Cattle Company. 


Active in local and state politics, he served for several 
years as County Commissioner of St. Lucie County and 
most of the time was chairman of that board. In that 
capacity he was closely identified with road building 
operations and other public improvements in St. Lucie 
County. He was appointed a member of the Livestock 
Sanitary Board on March 24, 1930, and served until 
December 28, 1932, when he resigned to become a mem- 
ber of the Florida Senate, in which he served until 
September 21, 1936, resigning at that time to become 
again a member of the State Livestock Sanitary Board. 
He continued to serve on that board until August 27, 
1947, when he was compelled to give up his duties be- 
cause of ill health. 


While State Senator he introduced, among other bills: 
No. 182, which designated and established a state road 
in St. Lucie County; No. 444, which created the Florida 
Milk Control Board; No. 367 (with some other sena- 
tors), which appropriated $50,000 annually for screw 
worm control work in the State of Florida; No. 319, 
which related to revenue and taxation and requiring 
licenses for dealers in beef or beef products from any 
foreign country; No. 286 (Senate Joint Resolution), 
which related to the exemption of homesteads from 
taxation. 

He was active in civic and fraternal affairs in Fort 
Pierce and served several years as president of the 
Fort Pierce Baseball Association and as an early mem- 
ber of the Elks Club. . 

In the 1940’s he disposed of all his interests except 
his business properties and ranch holdings, which then 
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totaled more than 60,000 acres in St. Lucie and Okee- 
chobee counties. He was one of the first big cattlemen 
to fence his land and was a pioneer advocate of tick 
eradication, leading the forces favoring cattle dipping 
when that topic was trigger-finger touchy. His path- 
finding work in pasture improvement has gone a great 
way in aiding the growth of our cattle industry. Others 
have benefited by his trail-blazing and the present ex- 
panding cattle program in this county is traceable in 
part to his early efforts. He died in Fort Pierce March 
22, 1954. 

Cyrus Franklin Raulerson married Annie Louise Ja- 
cobs, who was born in Chuluota, Florida (Seminole 
County) on June 14, 1879, and died December 27, 1951, 
in Fort Pierce. She was a daughter of Pinkney Joshua 
Jacobs and Mary Elizabeth Simmons. Frank and Louise 
Raulerson had one son, Alfred Keightley Raulerson, 
who was born in Chuluota, Florida, January 8, 1904, 
and died in Fort Pierce September 5, 1938. He married 
May Pearce, who was born March 14, 1905, in Fort 
Pierce, and died March 10, 1955, in DeLand, Florida 

Alfred and May Raulerson had two daughters. Cath- 
erine Louise, born September 25, 1928, in Fort Pierce, 
died in infancy, January 7, 1929, in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Jo Ann Raulerson, born July 22, 1930, in Fort Pierce, 
married Thomas Leighton Sloan on April 12, 1952, in 
Fort Pierce. A son of Aubrey Leighton Sloan and Cath- 
erine Bailey, he was born in Lakeland, Georgia, Octo- 
ber 17, 1929. His father was born in Starke, Florida, 
May 17, 1908; his mother in Washington County, Geor- 
gia, February 10, 1913. 

Thomas Leighton and Jo Ann Sloan have two daugh- 
ters, both born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Kathryn Louise Sloan, born November 30, 1953. 

2. Debra Anne Sloan, born December 13, 1954. 


ROBERT V. JOHNSON 


A successful real estate and insurance operator in 
Stuart since 1949, Robert V. Johnson now owns the 
largest insurance agency in Martin County. He is also 
president and chairman of the board of the First Fed- 
eral Savings and Loan Association of Martin County. 
Active in political, civic, and social affairs, in 1951 he 
was the recipient of the Distinguished Service Award 
of the United States Junior Chamber of Commerce 
for outstanding community service during the year of 

1950. 

Born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, March 14, 1918, he 
is a son of Jules V. and Dora (Dendy) Johnson, both 
natives of Rome, Georgia. His mother died in 1918 at 
the age of twenty-two. His father worked in an ammu- 
nition plant during World War I and came to West 
Palm Beach, Florida, in 1923, where he has been in 
the garage business, now retired. 

Robert Johnson attended schools in West Palm Beach 
and in Alabama at Tuscaloosa and Moundville, and in 
1938 graduated from Hale County High School in 
Moundville. He attended the University of Alabama for 
one year, 1939-40. For the next three years he was an 
agent for Peninsular Life Insurance Company at Vero 
Beach, Florida. In 1943 he joined the United States Ma- 
rine Corps and served in World War II for a total of 
twenty-eight months, six months in overseas duty, and 
was discharged in February, 1946, with the rank of 
corporal. ; 

Returning to Florida in 1946, he came to Stuart and 
continued as an agent for Peninsular Life Insurance 


Company until April, 1949, at which time he established 
his own real estate and insurance business, including 
life insurance. Since April, 1951, his office has been 
located at 251 Osceola Avenue, Stuart. In 1955 he bought 
the Dehon Insurance Agency and consolidated it with 
his own, which gave him the largest agency of this kind 
in the county. He was gne of a group of men who 
founded the First Federal Savings and Loan Association 
of Martin County in February, 1956, and for the first 
two years served as vice president. Elected president 
and chairman of the board in 1958, he is now serving 
in that capacity. 

Mr. Johnson was Democratic Committeeman of the 
Sixth Congressional District for six years, and was 
campaign manager for United States Senator George 
Smathers. He also served as campaign director for the 
Martin County March of Dimes. In 1957 he was vice 
president of District Three of the Florida Association 
of Realtors, of which he is a member, and is also a 
member of the local board. He is a past director of the 
Martin County Chamber of Commerce and served as 
president of this body for two years; a past president 
and past director of the Stuart Kiwanis Club; a director 
of the Martin County Golf and Country Club; a Mason 
of Acacia Lodge #163 at Stuart and of Lake Worth Con- 
sistory; a member of the American Legion, the Rip Tide 
Club, the First Methodist Church of Stuart and its 
official board of stewards. His hobby is golf. 

On January 30, 1941, Robert V. Johnson married 
Mary Chandler, daughter of Walter J. and Willie 
Chandler, both natives of Alabama. Her father is a 
farmer and dairyman and operates a cotton gin at 
Moundville, Alabama, where he is also a county com- 
missioner. Her mother died in 1938 at the age of thirty- 
one. Mrs. Johnson is president of the Band Boosters 
Club of Martin County, is active in Cub Scout move- 
ments and church affairs, and is a member of the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood and the United Daughters of the Confed- 
eracy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are the parents of three chil- 
dren, born in West Palm Beach. They are: 

1. Carolyn Ann, born March 6, 1943. 

2. Robert Chandler, born July 17, 1951. 

3. Robin Celeste, born February 12, 1954. 


SEYMOUR If. GIDEON 


As owner and operator of Seymour’s Inn at North 
Jensen Beach, Seymour H. Gideon is a very successful 
business man. He is also a County Commissioner of 
Martin County and one of the pillars of the community. 

Son of George L. and Elizabeth (Bowen) Gideon, he 
was born at Emmett, Kansas, June 13, 1898. His father, 
a farmer in Kansas, was born near Harpers Ferry, Vir- 
ginia, August 25, 1851, and died at Onago, Kansas, in 
July, 1938. His mother was born in Missouri November 
30, 1860, and died at St. Mary, Kansas, in October, 1936. 

Seymour Gideon was educated in the public schools 
of St. Clair and Topeka, Kansas, and also attended 
school at Jensen, Florida, for two years. From 1914 to 
1916, off and on, he worked as a mechanic in a Jensen 
machine shop. For about a year after that he worked 
at Riverside Garage in Fort Pierce, and in October, 1920, 
opened his own garage in Salerno. In 1924 he returned 
to Jensen and did carpenter work for two years, after 
which he operated a garage in Jensen until September, 


1935. mh 
He built Seymour’s Inn in March, 1936. Originally 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


covering 516 square feet, today it is over ten times that 
size, with a comfortable seating capacity of about 275. 
Regular dinners are served from 4 to 10 p.m. on week 
days and from 2 to 10 p.m. on Sundays. Seymour’s 
specializes in some of the finest seafood in Florida, and 
is the scene of dancing to a live orchestra on weekends 
and an organist six nights a week. Two of Mr. Gideon’s 
sons, Louis and Richard, are in business with him. 
Under the name of Gideon’s Camp, he operated 18 
rental units across the street from this restaurant. 

Mr. Gideon (a Democrat) was appointed Commis- 
sioner of District 1, Martin County, by Governor War- 
ren in 1950, and has been re-elected to this office ever 
since, serving as chairman several times. He is a 
charter member of Jensen Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce and before it was formed was president for two 
years of Jensen Beach Businessmen’s Association, the 
forerunner of the Chamber of Commerce. He is also a 
member of Stuart Chamber of Commerce, a director 
of the Jensen Beach Lions Club, a charter member of 
Elks Lodge #1870, a member of Martin County Golf 
and Country Club, the Methodist Church, and the 
Board of Directors of the House of Refuge, an historical 
museum on Hutchinson Island. Fishing is his sport. 

On October 8, 1920, at Fort Pierce, Seymour H. 
Gideon married Lucy Pitchford, who was born at 
Sewalls Point (near Jensen Beach) June 25, 1898, 
daughter of Thomas J. and Rachel (Edwards) Pitch- 
ford. Mr. and Mrs. Gideon are the parents of four sons 
and a daughter, all born in Fort Pierce. They are: 

1. and 2. Louis J. and Lawrence S. (twins), born 
December 8, 1921. 

3. Robert B. Gideon, born December 18, 1923. 

4. Richard P. Gideon, born August 30, 1924. 

5. Joyce Gideon (Mrs. Martin Coulter), born July 31, 
1926. 


WILLIAM J. WEISS 


A successful real estate developer and civic leader 
of Jensen Beach, William J. Weiss first came to that 
area from Indiana in 1948 and established his residence 
there in 1951. 

He was born in Chicago, Illinois, November 18, 1901, 
son of Albert Bart Weiss, a food store manager in Oak 
Park, Illinois, and of Ida Emma (Mellerkie) Weiss. He 
was educated in the public schools of Oak Park, Illinois, 
and took the National Board of Underwriters course in 
Rate Analysis and Fire Prevention, and the Under- 
writers laboratory course on the Relativity of Hazards, 
also in the fire prevention field. 

Having prepared himself for the insurance business, 
he represented the Liverpool, London and Globe In- 
surance Company in Chicago, and about 1923 opened 
his own agency in Chicago. In 1935 he entered the real 
estate and insurance business in Lafayette, Indiana. In 
1941 he went to Edinburg, Indiana, as Engineer Inspec- 
tor and advisor in the erection of Camp Atterbury, and 
when it was completed took charge of maintenance and 
engineering at the Wakeman General Hospital in Edin- 
burg, continuing there until he came to Florida. 

Mr. Weiss opened his present office on North Indian 
River Drive in Jensen Beach in 1955. With his associates 
he purchased a forty-acre tract of high land known to 
the natives as “the sand hill,” and thereby became a 
benefactor of the town, for the development of this 
property, now called Jensen Highlands subdivision, 
started the westward or inland development of the area. 


Despite the jests of skeptic natives, it is now practically 
all built up with homes in the ten to twelve thousand 
dollar class, primarily for retired persons, and is the 
only controlled subdivision in the area. In 1957-Mr. Weiss 
and his son, Ronald, organized Alodium Developers, 
which has been active in promoting subdivisions in the 
Jensen area and in the construction of houses. In 1958 
he started Palma Vista Developers for the handling of 
acreage tracts, and is the organizer of several other 
holding companies. Among his associates are Eric And- 
erson and Edward H. Yerg of Boca Raton. 

Mr. Weiss is treasurer of the Stuart Board of Realtors 
and a member of the State Board of Realtors. He is a 
member of the Stuart Chamber of Commerce and the 
Jensen-Rio Chamber of Commerce, and is a director 
and past president of the latter. He is president of the 
Jensen Beach Lions Clubs, a member of the Rio Civic 
Club, of the Civil Defense Advisory Board of Jensen 
Beach, and is now serving his fourth year as director of 
the Jensen-Rio United Fund drive. Keenly interested 
in Boy Scout activities, he was a scoutmaster in Indiana 
for eight years, and his son Ronald is scoutmaster of 
Troop #402 at Jensen Beach. Mr. Weiss is also a member 
of the Elks Lodge #1870 and Masonic Lodge #163 of 
Stuart; of the Anchorage Yacht Club of Jensen Beach, 
and the Stuart Sailfish Club. A bowling enthusiast, he 
bowls with the team of the First Federal Savings & 
Loan Association of Stuart in the Sailfish Men’s League, 
and sponsors a ladies’ bowling team. He is an Independ- 
ent in politics, a member of the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, of Oak Park, Illinois, and has been a supporter 
of all religious groups in the Jensen Beach area. 

On December 31, 1920, at Oak Park, Illinois, William 
J. Weiss married Dorothy E. Van Zandt, who was born 
in Chicago September 23, 1902, daughter of Saloman 
Van Zandt and Eileen Lyle. They have one son, Ronald 
William Weiss, born July 18, 1922, in Oak Park, Illinois. 
He married Mary Jane Evans of Lafayette, Indiana, and 
they have three children: Timothy, Sue and Jan. Ronald 
is in the real estate business with his father. 


ROBERT FRANCIS McROBERTS, JR. 


An attorney, practicing law in Stuart since 1958, 
Robert Francis McRoberts, Jr., was born in New York 
City February 14, 1929, son of Robert Francis, Sr., and 
Anna Loretta (Bryant) McRoberts. His father, who was 
a Sandy Hook pilot in New York Harbor, was born in 
New York City July 9, 1896; his mother in Port Huron, 
Michigan, November 1, 1904. Both parents are living at 
Port Salerno, Florida. 

Robert Francis McRoberts, Jr., received his early 
educatian at Our Lady of Good Counsel School and the 
Augustinian Academy, both at Staten Island, New York; 
graduated from Villanova College, near Philadelphia, 
in 1951 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and from Ford- 
ham University, New York City, in 1956 with a Bachelor 
of Laws degree. His education was interrupted by mili- 
tary service in the Korean war. Entering the United 
States Army in September of 1952, he served with 
the rank of sergeant with the Second Logistical Com- 
mand until August 10, 1954, and was awarded the 
Commendation Ribbon with metal pendant. 

After receiving his law degree, Mr. McRoberts was 
Research Assistant on the staff of the Temporary Com- 
mission on the Courts of New York State, developing 
new court structures. He came to Stuart, Florida, in 
1957, and, having been admitted to the Florida bar, 
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opened his own law office in Stuart in November of 
1958. He practices in all state and federal courts, and 
is a member of the American Bar Association, the New 
York Bar, the Florida Bar, and the Martin County Bar 
Association. In April of 1959 he was appointed attorney 
for the Martin County Board of Commissioners, and 
served in this capacity until June of 1960. 

Mr. McRoberts is president of the Martin County 
Democratic Club, a past director of the Kiwanis Club 
of Stuart, and past secretary of the Stuart Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce; was fund chairman of the 1959 Heart 
Fund Drive and general chairman of the 1960 Heart 
Fund Drive. He is a member of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church at Stuart, and is as yet unmarried. 


ERNEST HENRY ARTZ, JR. 
and 


DOROTHY ADAMS ARTZ 


Co-owners of Casa Rio Boat and Motor Sales, Inc., at 
Jensen Beach (with Frederick P. Stein, Jr., of Sayville, 
Long Island, New York), Ernest Henry Artz, Jr., and 
his wife, Dorothy Adams Artz, are prominent in the 
civic and social life of Jensen Beach and Martin County. 

Mr. Artz was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, June 
19, 1908, a son of Ernest Henry and Katharine (Rohr- 
bach) Artz; his father a dental technician and organist 
in Reading. He attended the public schools of Reading, 
Pennsylvania, the Curtis Wright Aeronautical School 
(under New York University) and TWA Engineers 
School at Kansas City. He has been flying since 1924 and 
is a senior flight engineer, now flying on the Interna- 
tional Division of Trans World Airlines, which he joined 
in 1945. During World War II he worked as a civilian 
under the Navy Department, did special testing for the 
Air Force, and was with the Army Transport Command 
on special testing assignments. 

Casa Rio Boat and Motor Sales, Inc., was founded in 
1955, with Mr. Stein as president, Mr. Artz as vice 
president and general manager, and Mrs. Artz as sec- 
retary-treasurer. It is a franchised dealer for Johnson 
Motors and for Chris Craft, Sea Skiff, Cavalier, Striker, 
Glasspar, Lone Star, Holiday, Shour, Aztec and Gruman 
aluminum boats, and Volvo engines. 

Mr. Artz is a past director of the Rio Civic Club, of 
which both he and his wife are members; a member of 
the Jensen Beach Lions Club; provisional member of 
Stuart Coast Guard Auxiliary; a member of St. Lucie 
Inlet Yacht Club; a member of Patchogue (Long Island) 
Power Squadron; and a member of International Flight 
Engineers Association. He and his wife are members of 
the Sayville Yacht Club (Long Island), and of ithe 
Indian River Drive Association. They are founders of 
the Aquadines of Martin County, a skin and scuba 
diving club, of which Mrs. Artz is treasurer. Mr. and 
Mrs. Artz helped organize the Republican Club in Oak- 
dale, West Sayville, Long Island, New York, and served 
as president and director respectively. They also were 
active in the Little Theatre group in Columbus, Ohio, 
and in Long Island. Mr. Artz is a Mason of St. John’s 
Lodge, Reading, Pennsylvania, Reading Consistory and 
Aladdin Temple Shrine, Columbus, Ohio; and a member 
of the Episcopal Church at Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Dorothy Adams Artz was born in Columbus, Ohio, 
August 5, 1906, daughter of William Charles and Mary 
(O’Donovan) Adams. Her father represented different 
companies as a salesman in Ohio. She graduated from 


Ohio State University in 1928 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Education and did postgraduate work at 
Ohio State University. From about 1935 to 1941 she 
taught speech and lip reading in the Ohio School for 
the Deaf at Columbus and trained students from Ohio 
State University in practice teaching of the deaf. From 
1949 to 1957 she was Welcome Wagon hostess, greeting 
newcomers in seven Long Island communities, helping 
these people to become established. She was National 
Magazine Chairman and Province President of South- 
eastern Province #3 and Province #5 (Michigan and 
Illinois) of Alpha Xi Delta sorority; a member of the 
American Association of University Women (now in- 
active), and was very active in the National Pan-Hel- 
lenic Association in the many places where she and her 
husband have lived. 

Belonging to many civic and social clubs in the North, 
she realized the importance of becoming active in civic 
affairs in Martin County, Florida, when she took up her 
residence there. She is a past director and president of 
Jensen Beach Chamber of Commerce and a member of 
Stuart Chamber of Commerce; a member of Jensen 
Beach Woman’s Club and of the newly formed Woman’s 
Republican Club of Jensen Beach. She is a member of 
Ruth Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star at Fort 
Pierce and in Columbus, Ohio, was an officer of Com- 
munity Chapter #488 of the Eastern Star. She was also 
a member of the First Community Church in Columbus. 

Mr. and Mrs. Artz were married at Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, on May 31, 1941. He likes mechanical 
gadgets; she loves bridge and other competitive games; 
and they both enjoy boating and travel. In 1947-48 they 
lived in Rome, Italy. There were twelve complete crews 
and their families domiciled there. They traveled to- 
gether to many places throughout Europe, from Ireland 
to Egypt. Mrs. Artz started a club of wives of TWA; also 
had an unofficial Pan-Hellenic Club in Rome. 


T. STANLEY SMITH 


Specializing in floriculture in Martin County since 
the late forties, T. Stanley Smith was recently the larg- 
est producer of chrysanthemums in the United States. 
He is now working on building up a tropical arbore- 
tum which will be one of the outstanding attractions 
in Florida. 

Mr. Smith was born in Newfield, New Jersey, January 
24, 1913, son of Howard A., a farmer in New Jersey, and 
Elsie M. (Robinson) Smith. He graduated from Vine- 
land High School in south New Jersey in 1930 and 
farmed in his home state for about six years. 

In the fall of 1936 he came to the Lake Okeechobee 
region of Florida and for the next four years raised 
vegetables. In 1941 he began raising gladioli as well 
as his vegetables in central Martin County. In 1949 he 
moved to Stuart and for the next ten years grew asters 
and chrysanthemums. About half of the 300 to 350 
acres of chrysanthemums grown in Florida are grown 
in the Stuart area. In the 1958-59 season Mr. Smith 
garnered a million bunches of the golden “mums,” and 
became the country’s largest producer. He had built a 
large packing house, covering 10,000 square feet. 

As a hobby Mr. Smith started a collection of tropical 
flowering trees and plants, with the help of the plant 
and tree man, Edwin Menninger. In August of 1959 he 
sold his chrysanthemum business and, after a month’ 
retirement, bought Mr. Menninger’s nursery. On 56 
acres he now has 1400 varieties of tropical trees. His 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


goal is 2,000 species, and he plans to make this the best 
arboretum in Florida. Incidentally, this will be a me- 
morial to his son, Tommy, who died at the age of seven- 
teen. 

Mr. Smith is the first president and an organizer of 
Martin County Flower Growers Association, and a for- 
mer director of the Florida Flower Growers Associa- 
tion. He is a member of Stuart-Jensen Chamber of 
Commerce, Elks Lodge #1870, attends the Episcopal 
Church, and is a Democrat in politics. His wife belongs 
to the P.E.O., the Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, and the United Daughters of the Confederacy. 

Mrs. Smith is the former Mary Louise Hoenshel, who 
was born at Homestead, Florida, July 26, 1916. Her 
father, Paul M. Hoenshel, came to Florida from Virginia 
about 1910; farmed in Homestead, was active in the 
citrus industry, and in developing citrus groves at Port 
Mayaca for Bessemer Properties. Her mother was Amy 
Louise Rhodes. The Smiths were married at Port May- 
aca, Florida, November 4, 1939. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Stanley Smith have had six children. 
Thomas Stanley, Jr., born in August, 1939, at West 
Palm Beach, died December 26, 1955, at Miami. The 
other five children were born at Stuart. They are: 

1. Carol Ann, born March 8, 1943. 

2. Paul Alton, born August 7, 1946. 

3. Amy Louise, born November 21, 1952. 

4, Elsie Jean, born April 23, 1957. 

5. Howard Moffett, born May 4, 1960. 


JACOB LONAS COLEMAN 


Jack Coleman has been representing the Texas Oil 
Company since 1926 and became the Texaco agent in 
Stuart, Florida, in 1929. A Tennessean by birth, he 
grew up in Fort Pierce, where his father farmed for 
about fourteen years. He and his wife are very active in 
the civic and social life of Stuart. He was a member 
of the Stuart City Commission from 1938 to 1947 and 
was Mayor of the city in 1946. 

Born at Maryville, Tennessee, May 30, 1905, Jacob 
Lonas Coleman is a son of Andrew Jackson and Corde- 
lia (Weisgerber) Coleman. Both parents were born in 
Bearden, Tennessee—the father on April 20, 1867; the 
mother in 1875. She died in Maryville in 1939. Andrew 
Jackson Coleman is still living in Maryville, Tennessee, 


_ aged 93. He came to Florida in 1916 and farmed in the 
Fort Pierce area until about 1930. 


Jack Coleman attended the public schools of St. Lucie 
County, graduating from Fort Pierce High School in 
1923, and returned to Tennessee to attend Maryville 
College for three years, finishing in 1926. Since then 
he has been a distributor for Texas Oil Company. Dur- 


ing World War II he operated the Stuart Recap Tire 


Company, and about 1943 opened Coleman’s Home and 
Auto Supply, a Firestone agency, in Stuart, which he 
sold in 1949. He has owned Corley’s Service Station in 
Stuart since 1946. 

As. already stated, he was City Commissioner of 
Stuart for nine years and Mayor for one year. He is a 
member of the Stuart Chamber of Commerce; a past 
president of the Junior Chamber of Commerce and of 
the Rotary Club of Stuart; a past master of Acacia 
Lodge #163, a 32nd degree Mason of the Scottish Rite; a 
member of Elks Stuart-Jensen Lodge #1870, Odd Fel- 
lows Lodge #84, the Stuart Yacht Club; and a charter 
member of Stuart Flotilla of the United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, of which he was commander in 1955. 


He was a trustee of the First Presbyterian Church a 
few years ago. 

In Fort Pierce on September 1, 1926, Jacob L. Cole- 
man married Fern Estelle Horton, who was born in 
Fort Pierce August 20, 1907, and graduated from Athens 
College, now the East Tennessee Wesleyan College. Mrs. 
Coleman is a past director of the Martin County Chap- 
ter of the American Red Cross, a past secretary of the 
Cora Stickney Harper Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, past president of the Stuart 
Woman’s Club, a member of the Garden Club, and of 
the Stuart Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

Her father, Frank Roscoe Horton, was born Septem- 
ber 21, 1873, at Twin Mountain, New Hampshire, and 
came to Orange City, Florida, with his parents when 
he was a child of seven years. As a young man he 
worked for a newspaper at Juno, Florida, and was also 
an early East Coast pineapple grower. He became a 
building contractor and built the first Catholic Church 
in Fort Pierce and many of the finer homes in the St. 
Lucie County area. In later years he was associated 
with his son-in-law in the Texas Oil agency. He died 
at Stuart April 20, 1949. 

Mrs. Coleman’s mother also calls for a paragraph to 
herself. As Daisy Fern Platt, she was born in Sac City, 
Iowa, June 12, 1871, and is living in Stuart with her 
daughter. She was a teacher in the public schools of 
St. Lucie County for twenty-five years, and was an 
organizer and first president of the forerunner of the 
St. Lucie County Parent-Teacher Association. She is 
a charter member and past Regent of the Cora Stickney 
Harper Chapter of the D.A.R., whose organizational 
meeting was held in her home on Indian River Drive in 
Fort Pierce on June 19, 1914. She worked on the 1920 
census of Fort Pierce, and was an organizing president 
of the Martin Memorial Hospital Auxiliary. She is a 
former member of the Stuart Garden Club; a member 
of the Woman’s Club, which she served as secretary 
for two years; a member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star, and attends the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Coleman are the parents of three daugh- 
ters: 

1. Fern Horton Coleman (Mrs. Robert Hazzard Voss), 
born August 27, 1927, at Fort Pierce. 

2. Mary Elizabeth Coleman (Mrs. Harley Ross Jor- 
dan), born April 19, 1931, at Fort Pierce. 

3. Jacqueline Cordelia Coleman, born October 21, 
1939, at Stuart. 

Mr. Coleman’s hobbies are hunting, golf, tennis, and 
boating. His wife has a small but lovely collection of 
antique goblets, and is a lover of flowers. 


VICTOR NOCKIN 


Victor Nockin came to Florida to retire ten years 
ago but was unable to stay out of business very long. 
He has taken an active interest in the civic affairs of 
the community in which he settled and is still holding 
office in a number of organizations. 

Born in Chicago, June 6, 1883, he is a son of Edward 
and Emma (Gaenslen) Nockin. His father owned a 
brewery in Chicago. Victor graduated from East Denver 
High School, Denver, Colorado, where the family had 
moved by that time. 

He was in the advertising business in Seattle, Wash- 
ington, as head of the Nockin Publishing Company. 
Later he joined an uncle, George Nockin, who was 
one of the oldest jewelers in New York City, in his 
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jewelry business, which was under the name of George 
Nockin Sons. 

In May of 1950 he came to Fort Pierce, Florida, to 
retire, but after one year of retirement he began buy- 
ing and selling real estate. He also represented Miami 
Ventilated Awning Company for about two years, 1952 
to 1954, with an office in the Arcade Building, where 
he still maintains an office. Mr. Nockin is secretary 
and treasurer of N.E.S., Inc., which is handling the 
construction of a sixty-unit cooperative apartment 
called “Twin Towers” at 5220 Gulf Boulevard, St. 
Petersburg Beach, Florida. 

Mr. Nockin was one of the founders of Florida In- 
dustrial Sites, Inc. of Fort Pierce, which was organized 
in 1958 to bring industry to Florida, and is a director 
of this organization. He is also a director and treasurer 
of Fort Pierce Chamber of Commerce, director of the 
Humane Society of St. Lucie County, treasurer of the 
Civitan Club of Fort Pierce, a member of Indian Hills 
Golf and Country Club and the Pelican Yacht Club. 
and treasurer of the First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
of Fort Pierce. 

His wife, the former Helen Elder of Carthage, IIli- 
nois (born August 16, 1885), is a member and former 
treasurer of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
a former treasurer of the Fort Pierce Woman’s Club, 
and a member of the Fort Pierce Garden Club. The 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Nockin was one of the first built 
on South Beach, Fort Pierce. 


WILLIAM J. PIOWATY 


Formerly a large-scale produce dealer in Chicago and 
an extensive grove owner in Fort Pierce, William J. 
Piowaty is now in the real estate and financing business 
in Fort Pierce. 

Born at Glencoe, Minnesota, January 22, 1889, he is a 
son of Max Piowaty and Bertha (Schallinger) Piowaty, 
both deceased. His mother was born at Brno, Czecho- 
slovakia, January 1, 1862, and died in Chicago in 1918. 
His father, born in Vienna, Austria, July 7, 1853, died 
in Chicago in 1950. In his youth he had served as a ser- 
geant in the Austrian Army in the Franco-Prussian 
War. He was a produce merchant in business in Chicago 
fifty years as M. Piowaty and Sons. 

William Piowaty graduated from Wendell Phillips 
High School in Chicago and from the Armour Institute 
of Technology, now the Illinois Institute of Technology, 
in the class of 1912 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Electrical Engineering. He did not follow engineering 
but entered hiis father’s business, M. Piowaty and Sons, 
Produce Dealers, in Chicago in 1913. 


During World War I the firm of M. Piowaty and Sons 
did a large volume of business with the United States 
Armed Forces, supplying camps and ships with produce, 
and were the only suppliers of perishable commodities 
to receive a citation for meritorious service. William 
Piowaty served in the Army from 1917 to 1919 as a 
Sergeant in the Quartermaster Corps at Camp Custer, 
Battle Creek, Michigan, in charge of produce. 

After the war he returned to his father’s business 
and continued until 1938, when he went in business for 
himself as Piowaty Fruit Company, Chicago. They were 
car-lot dealers, doing a nationwide distributing busi- 
ness, specializing in the distribution of onions, both in 
the United States and exporting to other countries, and 
also were importers of onions in certain seasons. 

In 1958 Mr. Piowaty gave up his business in Chicago 


and turned his export business over to a former asso- 
ciate, H. C. Bergart of Chicago, forming the Piowaty- 
Bergart Export Company, which is now operating in 
Chicago and is the largest exporter of produce to the 
Caribbean Islands and Panama. 

Having previously done some farming at Fort Pierce, 
Mr. Piowaty finally put the entire farm in grove, a total 
of 240 acres. After several years he consolidated with 
another party who owned 120 acres of grove, making 
a total of 360 acres which operated under the name of 
Pal Groves. These groves were sold to Minute Maid 
in 1959. After selling his Chicago business Mr. Piowaty 
moved to Fort Pierce, where at present he has real 
estate interests and does financing. 

He was a member of Chicago Mercantile Exchange, 
Chicago, from 1946 to 1958; a member of the National 
Onion Association, East Lansing, Michigan, from 1925 
to 1960, vice-president and director from 1949 to 1952; 
president of the Macatawa Park Cottage Owners Asso- 
ciation, Macatawa, Michigan, in 1951-1952. In Fort 
Pierce he has been a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
and is a member of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce, the United States Chamber of 
Commerce and its Congressional Committee; the Fort 
Pierce Beach Association since 1956, vice-president in 
1960; and the Kiwanis Club of Fort Pierce. He at- 
tends the Christian Science Church in Fort Pierce and 
is a Mason of Medinah Temple Shrine, Chicago, since 
1918. His hobby is gardening. 

Mr. Piowaty testified before the Senate Agricultural 
Committee in 1955-56 pertaining to legislation for which 
the onion industry and the National Onion Association 
were asking—a federal law to ban future trading of 
onions by the Chicago Mercantile Exchange and all 
other commodity exchanges. After four years of con- 
tinued conflict they were finally successful in eliminat- 
ing the trading of onions on all commodity markets. Mr. 
Piowaty’s testimony was printed in the Congressional 
Record. He also wrote several articles on this same 
subject in various trade papers. 

On December 20, 1924, in Chicago Mr. Piowaty mar- 
ried Hortense Pollak, daughter of Sidney B. and Meta 
(Lillenfield) Pollak. She was born in Chicago May 31, 
1901. Her father was born in Chicago September 21, 
1872, and her mother in Saginaw, Michigan, October 
25, 1876. . 

James William Piowaty, son of William J. and Hor- 
tense Piowaty, was born in Chicago October 23, 1925. He 
is a graduate of Michigan State University with a B.S. 
degree in Agriculture. He married Deborah Bassett of 
Detroit, Michigan, and they have three children—Tim- 
othy, Sabrey, and Susan—and are living in Fort Pierce. 
For the last four years James has been representing 
Prudential Life Insurance Company and has been their 
top ranking representative in his territory. He is also 
interested in citrus groves. 


MILTON PHILIP NELSON 


Known as “The Flying Realtor,” Milton P. Nelson of 
Stuart has been carrying on a Florida real estate coun- 
seling service for the past ten years, serving in an ad- 
visory capacity to many northern investors interested 
in Florida properties. To the regular services of a real- 
tor he, with the aid of his son, Ronnie, a licensed pilot 
and aerial photographer, has added the “third dimen- 
sional” presentation of properties. Some national and 
Florida firms have used Nelson’s service to locate land 
suitable for shopping centers, residential subdivisions, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


commercial and industrial developments. Before coming 
to Florida Mr. Nelson was a management consultant 
and chain store executive in the midwest. He began his 
career as a college administrator. 

Milton Philip Nelson was born in Worcester, Massa- 
_ chusetts, May 1, 1906. Both his parents were born in 
Gulspong, Sweden. His mother, Maria Johnson Nelson, 
was born January 11, 1881, and died at New Haven, 
Connecticut, May 6, 1911, when Milton was five years 
old. His father, John Edward Nelson, was born October 
30, 1875. He was a pattern-maker and inventor of fire- 
arms for Winchester Repeating Arms Company at New 
Haven, Connecticut. He came to Florida when he re- 
tired in 1956 and lived a while at Stuart, then at Miami, 
where he died on May 6, 1957. 

As a boy Milton Nelson attended the Booth Prepara- 
tory School in New Haven, Connecticut; then North 
Park College, Chicago, and Northwestern University at 
Evanston, Illinois, where he majored in Business Ad- 
ministration and received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in 1930 and a Master’s degree in 1935. While working 
for his Master’s degree he was Assistant to the Presi- 
dent of North Park College, and continued in the field 
of college administration for five years after receiving 
his degree. During this period Mr. Nelson was a Youth 
Commissioner of Chicago. This was a program of career 
guidance, sponsored by the Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs, 
instituting plans at the various schools, including extra- 
curricular activities. 

Entering the United States Navy in 1942, Milton Nel- 
son served with the Seventh Fleet, Intelligence Division, 
in the South Pacific until 1945, when he was separated 
from the service with the rank of Lieutenant Senior 
Grade, a staff officer in the Navy Reserve. 


From 1945 to 1950 Mr. Nelson was an executive of 
the Henry Field Stores, Inc., a corporation with stores 
in five midwestern states. He came to Palm Beach, 
Florida, in July of 1950 and in October of that year 
became part owner of the Abstract and Title Insurance 
Company of Stuart. In 1952 he formed the Coastal Loan 

Company of Stuart, of which he was owner and presi- 
dent, and in 1957 established his present business as 
real estate consultant. 

His firm offers appraisal, financing, and syndication 
in addition to its unique aerial photography service. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Nelson, important information such as 
the character of the property, its relation to areas which 

are fast depreciating in value, and its location in relation 
to present and future growth, can only be ascertained 
by aerial survey. Not only are aerial surveys important 
from the standpoint of buying a home and investing in 
acreage and waterway property, but it is very important 
to zoning, tax appraisal, and future county planning, 
he maintains. 

Among the sites he selected for his clients are Sea 
Park Homes in the Cocoa-Eau Gallie area, Winston 
Park and Winston Plaza in St. Petersburg, and an 
11,000-acre residential and industrial development in 
the Orlando urea. He has also selected sites for coopera- 
tive apartments, motels, trailer parks, and for other 
types of income properties. 

Mr. Nelson is publisher and editor of “Florida Real 
Estate Trends,” published in Stuart, which is mailed 
all over the United States and to some foreign countries. 
He is a member of the National Brokers Institute, the 
National Association of Realty Boards, and the Florida 
Association of Realtors. He was twice president of the 
Stuart Board of Realtors and was a director for two 


terms. He is also a past director of the Stuart Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Prominent also in social and cultural activities, Mr. 
Nelson is a member of Elks Lodge #1870, the Interna- 
tional Traders Club, the Anchorage Yacht Club, and a 
charter member of the Covenant Church at Lake Worth. 
He is one of the founders, a past president and one of 
three life members of the Martin County Historical 
Society, in which his wife is also very active. Through 
this society Mr. Nelson was instrumental in the restora- 
tion and preservation of the House of Refuge, a life- 
saving institute on Hutchinson Island, and in the loca- 
tion on the site of a museum containing many interest- 
ing articles. This project was sponsored by the Soropti- 
mist Club of Stuart, in which Mrs. Nelson is a director 
and Fashion Show chairman. She is also active in the 
Woman’s Club of Stuart. 

Mrs. Nelson is the former Ellen Marie Thoren, daugh- 
ter of Joseph Emil and Ellen Marie Kathern (Wahlsten) 
Thoren, and was born in Chicago, Illinois, February 11, 
1908. She and Mr. Nelson were married in Chicago on 
October 18, 1930. They have a daughter and a son. The 
daughter, Delores Ellen, now Mrs. G. L. Gardner, was 
born March 16, 1933, in Chicago. The son, Milton Ronald 
Nelson, was born August 25, 1934, in Chicago, and is 
now an associate in his father’s real estate firm. The 
German camera he uses in taking aerial photographs 
he acquired while overseas with the armed services. 

Mr. Nelson, Sr., is a yachtsman and enjoys fishing. He 
also plays the Hammond organ. 


JAMES MARION OWENS III 


Thirty-five years as Tax Assessor of Palm Beach 
County, fourteen years as Town Councilman of Palm 
Beach, and eighteen years as Mayor of that town of 
the elite is the record of James Marion Owens, III. His 
father, James Marion, Jr., was the first tax assessor of 
Palm Beach County, elected when the county was 
created in 1909, and he held the office until his son 
took it over on January 1, 1925. Mr. Owens (III) also 
compiled the first tax roll for Martin County when it 
was separated from Palm Beach County in 1925. He can 
tell you tax data on any county in the state without 
stopping to check the records. He is one of the land- 
marks in the history of Palm Beach County. 

His father, James Marion Owens, Jr., was born in 
Liberty County, Georgia, October 15, 1857, and died 
July 19, 1930. His first home in Florida was at Umatilla 
in Lake County, where he was a citrus grower. He also 
served as a Representative in the State Legislature and 
was co-introducer of the State Railroad Commission. 
Following the “big freeze” of 1895, he moved his family 
to West Palm Beach and there obtained employment 
with the Henry Flagler interests. For the next year he 
spent much time in Miami and Nassau, where Flagler 
was building hotels, and did so well that in 1897 Flagler 
named him summer overseer of properties in Palm 
Beach. As a result, the Owens family moved to Palm 
Beach, into a home originally occupied by Dr. Brelsford. 

James Marion Owens, III, was born in Dalton, Geor- 
gia, August 22, 1892. His mother, Fannie Emmons Owens 
(born in Greenville, Tennessee, July 18, 1865, died 
March 12, 1949), returned to her home in Dalton, Geor- 


gia, for the birth of her son, and brought him back to 


Umatilla, Florida, when he was six weeks old. He at- 
tended Lake Trail elementary school in Palm Beach 
and Palm Beach High School, rowing across Lake 
Worth to get to high school. 
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One of his boyhood projects was selling cocoanuts to 
tourists. In those days push carts were used for trans- 
portation by guests of the Royal Poinciana and the 
Breakers hotels, and one of the sight-seeing spots was 
Hammond’s Jungle Trail on the shores of Lake Worth. 
Jimmy Owens set up a stand along the route and sold 
cocoanuts after school and on Saturdays. “If they looked 
prosperous, I charged a quarter,” he recalls, “but if they 
looked ordinary I settled for a dime.” 

He and Claude Reese, present Mayor of Palm Beach, 
used to trap coons and sell them in “the Styx” (colored 
settlement) for fifty cents each. They also were partners 
_ in selling fish. They built a fish cage in which they kept 
red snappers until Thursday of each week, when they 
scaled and cleaned the fish and brought them to Bob 
McGriff, who had a fish market on Narcissus Street in 
West Palm Beach. Summer headquarters of the Owens- 
Reese Fish Company was a houseboat stationed on 
piles in Palm Beach Inlet. It was owned by the Flagler 
interests and used during the season to entertain guests 
of the Royal Poinciana at fish dinners. Through Jimmy’s 
father the boys had permission to live on the houseboat 
in the summer months. 

Among the other occupations of Jimmy Owens was 
that of waterboy at the Whitehall Hotel. He also was 
messenger boy for the telegraph office in Royal Poin- 
cciana Hotel. Once he delivered a telegram to Henry 
Flagler at the Breakers on a rainy day. Noticing that 
the boy was wet, Flagler asked why he didn’t carry an 
umbrella. Jimmy replied that he didn’t own one. About 
an hour later a new umbrella was delivered to the 
telegraph office for him. Mr. Flagler also presented him 
with a dictionary, which he prized very highly. 

After graduation from high school and one year at 
Stetson University, Owens went to work for G. G. 
Strohm and Company, grocers, on Clematis Street. In 
1913 he borrowed $500 and with Bob Creéch and Bill 
Pope opened up a grocery store. In two years he sold 
his share for $650, and went to work as a clerk in his 
father’s office in the county court house. When World 
War I came along he went to Key West and enlisted in 
the Navy as a seaman second class. Shortly afterwards 
he took.an examination for Reserve officers and was 
accepted for special training at Annapolis .He graduated 
with an Ensign’s commission and was assigned to the 
U.S.S. Kansas, a battleship, on convoy duty. He made 
several trips to Europe but never ran into a U-boat or 
other interference. While serving on the Kansas he was 
promoted to Lieutenant Junior Grade. 

Returning home in 1919, he was married and went to 
work in his father’s office as a deputy assessor. In 1924 
he ran for the office of County Tax Assessor on the 
advice of his father, who was in poor health, and took 
office on January 1, 1925. The same year he became a 
councilman of the Town of Palm Beach, which had be- 
come a town in 1911 to prevent annexation by West 
Palm Beach. After serving fourteen years as council- 
man he ran successfully for mayor of Palm Beach and 
was re-elected eighteen times, making thirty-two con- 
secutive years in the government of Palm Beach. In- 
cidentally, in the early days the mayor was paid $500 
per year and the councilmen five dollars per meeting. 

As Tax Assessor Mr. Owens was re-elected eight 
times for four-year terms, and finally resigned on 
October 6, 1959. It has been said that he was the only 
tax assessor in the state to institute a 100% assessment 
program as directed by Governor Collins. In his letter 
of resignation Owens wrote: “I am tired, and if it be 


God’s will I am looking forward to resting a little 
while.” The Governor responded by commending his 
“courageous leadership and direction.” 

In the early days of Palm Beach all the citizens took 
great pride in the town. The two most influential men 
were Henry Flagler and Colonel E, R. Bradley. Working 
with them was a social clique made up of the “old 
timers” who first settled the resort as a winter play- 
ground. The political machine was very well organized. 
When election time came the winter visitors and resi- 
dents got together to endorse their candidates, and no- 
one other than those they endorsed could hope to be 
elected. Owens, who was a personal friend of Colonel 
Bradley, believes that this type of man is missing from 
business circles today. “His word was better than any 
note written on a bank,” he says. No man contributed 
as much to building funds for local churches of all 
denominations as Colonel Bradley. The famous Bradley 
Beach Club was strictly a high-class gambling estab- 
lishment for the rich, and the owner made certain that 
nobody who could not afford to lose patronized his 
establishment. At one time a tunnel led from the Royal 
Poinciana to the Beach Club. When the club closed in 
1945 one of the great landmarks of local history passed 
and became a legend. 

Mr. Owens is a Mason, Shriner and Elk in Palm 
Beach; a deacon and elder of the Memorial Presbyterian 
Church and chairman of the Building Committee; a 
member of the American Legion, Palm Beach Post, and 
was on the Executive Board for a great many years. 

In West Palm Beach on February 19, 1919, James 
Marion Owens, III, married Willa Lester Bazemore, 
who was born at Orlando, Florida, January 19, 1898. 
She is a daughter of William Lee Bazemore (born 
February 1, 1864, died June 20, 1952) and Minnie Viola 
(Barksdale) Bazemore, who was born in Georgia Febru- 
ary 13, 1874. Mr. and Mrs. Owens are the parents of 
four and the grandparents of seven children. 

1, James Marion Owens, IV, born November 3, 1919, 
died June 8, 1944, in an Air Force crash in the Pacific. 

2. Harriet Lee (Owens) McIntosh, born October 16, 
1921, married Henry Deane McIntosh, M.D., a specialist 
at Duke Hospital, Durham, North Carolina. Henry, Jr., 
died at birth. Their other children are: James Owens 
McIntosh, born November 8, 1953; Willa Elizabeth, born 
October 1, 1955. 

3. William Emmons Owens, born October 7, 1925, is a 
citrus grower in Indiantown. He married Ronda 
Stephens of Palm Beach and they have three children: 
Jaima Lee, born July 16, 1951; William E., Jr., born 
February 28, 1954; Heather, born January 8, 1960. 

4. Richard Chapman Owens, born March 12, 1927, is 
in the lumber business in Ocilla, Georgia. He married 
Martha Fuller and they have two children: Richard 
Chapman, Jr., born December 16, 1956; Gary Fuller, 
born September 9, 1959. 

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Owens maintain an apartment 
on Brazilian Avenue in Palm Beach and also spend 
considerable time at their ranch in Indiantown. They 
own a citrus grove in Martin County that was planted 
by an early settler. 


WILLIAM EMMONS OWENS 


James Marion Owens, Sr., great-grandfather of 
William Emmons Owens, came to Florida from Georgia 
shortly before the Civil War, about 1860, bringing his 
family. He settled in Lake County and started growing 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


citrus. William’s grandfather, James M., Jr., purchased 
a 40-acre grove and house at Umatilla. After the freeze 
of 1895, which almost wiped him out, he sold his grove, 
his house and a pair of mules for $800 and moved to the 
Palm Beach area, where he got a job with Henry Flag- 
ler, working for his hotel company. 

That area was then part of Dade County. When Palm 
Beach County was formed, Mr. Owens became its first 
tax assessor. In 1925 his son, James M., III (William’s 
father) was elected tax assessor and remained in that 
office until his retirement in October, 1959. During that 
time he was always interested in citrus in Martin 
County, and in 1940 bought 30 acres of a grove that had 
been planted in 1898 by one of the early settlers. James 
M. Owens, III, was born in Dalton, Georgia, August 22, 
1892. He married Willa Lester Bazemore of Orlando, 
Florida, who was born January 19, 1898. Both are living 
in Indiantown, Martin County, and also have a home 
at Palm Beach. 

Their son, William Emmons Owens, was born in 
Palm Beach October 7, 1925. He attended public school 
in Palm Beach and went to Georgia Military Academy 
at College Park, Georgia, where he graduated in 1943. 
In March, 1944, he entered the United States Air Force 
and served as a gunner on B-29’s in the Second Air 
Force with the rank of corporal until January, 1946. 

He then entered the University of Florida and was 
graduated in 1950 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration. Having completed his educa- 
tion, he entered the citrus-growing business in Indian- 
town. He specializes in the shipping of gift fruit and 
ships about 2,500 packages in a season. 

A leader in his community, Mr. Owens is a charter 
member and director of the First Federal Savings and 
Loan Association of Martin County, a charter member 
and president of Indiantown Kiwanis Club, president of 
Martin County Farm Bureau, a director of Martin 
County Fair Association, a member of Martin County 
Cattlemen’s Association and of Florida Citrus Mutual. 
He is chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Martin 
Soil Conservation District and chairman of the state 
Speaking Contest Committee of the Florida Association 
of Soil Conservation District Supervisors; a director of 
Martin County Democratic Club, and immediate past 
chairman of Martin County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross. In fraternal groups he is a member of Phi 
Delta Theta and the White Friars Club of the University 
of Florida, and a Mason of Acacia Lodge #163 of Stuart. 
He is an elder and superintendent of Sunday School 
in the First Presbyterian Church of Stuart, a member 
of the Evangelism Committee of the Florida Synod, and 
vice chairman of the Board of Management of the South- 
winds Conference Center. Fishing and an occasional 
game of golf are his hobbies. 

He was married in Palm Beach June 16, 1949, to Ronda 
Wilford Stephens, daughter of John and Camille (Tay- 
lor) Stephens. She was born at Palm Beach November 
3, 1925. William and Ronda Owens now have three 
children: 

1. Jaima Lee Owens, born July 16, 1951, at Palm 
Beach. 

2. William Emmons Owens, Jr., born February 28, 
1954, at Stuart. 

3. Heather Owens, born January 8, 1960, at Stuart. 
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R. LLOYD VONCKX 


Formerly an executive in the field of machinery and 
fine tool or precision instruments, R. Lloyd Vonckx 
came to St. Lucie, Florida, in 1947 to take the manage- 
ment of properties in St. Lucie County, principally the 
Fiesta Hill subdivision oh U.S. Highway 1 and the 
Professional Building in Fort Pierce. He donated the 
right of way for a county road, Juanita Avenue, that 
allowed an entrance to Paradise Park. 

Born in Chicago, Illinois, August 19, 1908, R. Lloyd 
Vonckx is a son of the late Rev. John F. Vonckx, D.D., 
and Margaret (Souci) Vonckx. His mother was born in 
Chicago December 25, 1876, and is now living at the 
Memorial Home Community, Penny Farms, Florida, 
where his father died on October 31, 1957. Dr. Vonckx’s 
father come from Brussels, Belgium, and settled in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. Formerly a chemist, Dr. Vonckx, 
born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, on November 29, 1874, 
was a Presbyterian minister since November 1908 and 
received his Doctor of Divinity degree from Buena Vista 
College, Storm Lake, Iowa, in 1940. He was a moderator 
of the Presbyterian Synod of Illinois. Dr. and Mrs. 
Vonckx helped charter and found the Ravenswood 
Presbyterian Church in Chicago, Illinois. Mrs. Vonckx 
played an active part in all of Dr. Vonckx’s pastorates. 

Lloyd Vonckx received his early education in Chicago 
schools and after one year at St. Edward’s University, 
Austin, Texas, went to Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and graduated in the class of 1931. 

He became a junior executive trainee with Elgin 
Sweeper Company of Elgin, Illinois, manufacturers of 
municipal sanitation equipment, learning all phases of 
this business, and during his last five years with this 
company (1935-40) was a director of the board, assistant 
to the president, director of service and traffic manager. 
In 1940 he was called to organize the Precision Products 
Division of Elgin National Watch Company, handling 
production and distribution of aircraft instruments, and 
was the government contract negotiator. In 1942 he be- 
came production expeditor and tool expeditor for Foote 
Brothers Gear and Machine Corporation of Chicago 
and was there until the spring of 1943. Entering the 
United States Army Air Corps in June, 1943, he served 
as an instructor, training officers and enlisted personnel 
for two and a half years, After the war he came to 
Florida on doctor’s orders, in November, 1945, and with 
the Defense Plant Corporation in Miami disposed of 
war surplus machinery and equipment, later doing the 
same kind of work with the government under Civil 
Service at Miami Air Depot and Navy Pier No. l, 
until February, 1947, when he moved to St. Lucie. The 
Professional Building in Fort Pierce, which he owns 
and manages, is a two-story building with a drugstore, 
optometrist’s office and Singer Sewing Machine Center 
on the ground floor and twelve offices upstairs, including 
the executive suite of Scott-Mattson Farms, Inc. 

While at Elgin Sweeper Company Mr. Vonckx was 
the author of a sales manual and an instruction manual 
for the care and maintenance of Elgin street-sweeping 
machines. He was active in the Elgin Chamber of 
Commerce as a director and chairman of several im- 
portant committees, and was a director of the Elgin 
Y.M.C.A. He is a member of the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie 
County Chamber of Commerce, the Fort Pierce Rotary 
Club, a charter member and treasurer of Fort Pierce 
Power Squadron, and a member of the National Aero- 
nautics Association, listed as an Industrial Specialist, 
Senior Grade, in War Manpower Commission's Roster 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


of Scientific and Specialized Personnel. He is also a 
member of the Harvard Club of Chicago and of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Fort Pierce, in which he 
is an Elder. He and his wife belong to the St. Lucie 
Primary and the Fort Pierce Elementary Parent- 
Teacher Association. Boating, swimming, photography, 
music and reading are his hobbies. 

Mr. Vonckx was married at Miami, Florida, July 26, 
1946, to Elizabeth Kamarad Shimonek, whom he met 
at the First Presbyterian Church of Miami, where they 
both sang in the choir. Elizabeth Shimonek Vonckx was 
born at St. Lucie, Florida, December 18, 1916, attended 
the St. Joseph’s Academy, St. Augustine, Florida, and 
is a graduate of St. Lucie County High School and 
Marjorie Webster College, Washington, D.C. She was 
the first secretary to D. L. Scotto, owner of Tuxedo 
Fruit Company, Fort Pierce and New York City, and 
from January, 1941, to March, 1943, was executive sec- 
retary in the offices of Pan American Airways Com- 
munications and Traffic Department in Miami. Her 
hobbies are boating, swimming, painting, music and 
reading. 

Mrs. Vonckx’s father, Henry George Shimonek, was 
born at Kewaunee, near Green Bay, Wisconsin, August 
8, 1871, and died at St. Lucie March 22, 1943. Mr. Shim- 
onek’s father came to Green Bay, Wisconsin, from 
Prague, Bohemia, Czechoslovakia. Mrs. Vonckx’s 
mother, Emily Berka Shimonek, born September 12, 
1879, in Chicago, died in Miami December 29, 1944. 

Following their marriage at Rice Lake, Wisconsin, 
in 1908, Mr. and Mrs. Shimonek came to Florida, arriv- 
ing in November. They stopped at St. Lucie, bought 
property on the Indian River and settled there. Mr. 
Shimonek was very instrumental in many civic projects 
as a private citizen, such as sinking the first water well 
in Pine Grove Cemetery; was a trustee of the St. Lucie 
School, and was active in the location of schools and 
principal highways, as well asin the preservation of 
the boundaries of the St. Lucie community. During 
World War I his skill as a structural steel and iron engi- 
neer was utilized in Jacksonville and New Orleans, 
where he was an instructor in the United States Emer- 
gency Fleet Corporation. 

Mr. Shimonek belonged to the Odd Fellows Lodge. 
Mrs. Shimonek was a charter member of the Fort Pierce 
Woman’s Club, Both were members of the First Presby- 
_terian Church, in which Mrs. Shimonek was active in 
the Women’s Association and in the Friendship and 
Service class. The visits of myriads of friends, when 
she suffered paralysis of the right side in January, 1931, 
brought into focus her many private social services and 
philanthropies in the area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vonckx are the parents of two children, 
both born at Fort Pierce: 

1. Gary Lloyd Vonckx, born May 24, 1948. 

2. Marcia Shimonek Vonckx, born March 16, 1953. 

Elizabeth and Lloyd Vonckx live with their children, 
Gary and Marcia, in the old Shimonek homestead on 
the Indian River in St. Lucie, Florida. 


ROBERT LEE GRIFFIN 


Cattleman Robert Lee Griffin has always had his 
cattle in the background while he engaged in other 
lines of business, chiefly in the grocery, farm supply 
and citrus businesses. He has also been active in politics, 
having been city commissioner of Fort Pierce for two 
years (1939-40) and county commissioner of St. Lucie 


County for eight years (1949-56), and was a candidate 
for the State Senate from the 12th Senatorial District 
in 1958. In 1953 the late Governor Dan McCarty ap- 
pointed him a legislative aide to promote adoption of 
the legislative program of the administration. That same 
year Mr. Grfffin received the American Citizenship 
medal from the Eugene Y. Lish Post, Veterans of For- 
eign Wars, and in 1955 received the Good Government 
Award of the Junior Chamber of Commerce of Fort 
Pierce. These awards were in recognition of his accom- 
plishments as a public official and citizen on behalf of 
the Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County section. 

Born at Ocheesee, Calhoun County, Florida, April 14, 
1910, he is a son of Robert Lee Griffin, Sr., who also 
was born in Calhoun County, July 31, 1866. His father’s 
family has been in the panhandle section of Florida as 
long as anyone can remember. The senior Robert Lee 
Griffin moved with his wife and six children (Robert 
Lee, Jr., being the youngest of the family) to Fort Pierce, 
St. Lucie County, in November, 1912. He was elected 
marshal of Fort Pierce and was the first uniformed 
Chief of Police and served in this capacity until about 
1922, when he retired. Later he bought and sold land 
in West Florida, where he had a farm. He died at 
Greenborough, Florida, January 30, 1931. Bob Griffin’s 
mother was Nancy Catherine Shields, born July 7, 1872, 
near Griffin, Georgia, who died at Jacksonville, Florida, 
May 13, 1929. 

Mr. Griffin received his education in the public 
schools of Fort Pierce and at an early age worked for 
East Coast Lumber and Supply and Cahow Construc- 
tion Company, both in Fort Pierce; then for several years 
was a clerk for Piggly Wiggly Grocery Company and 
later assistant manager of the Fort Pierce store. Mean- 
while he had run a small grocery store and kerosene 
route on his own under the name of Handy Andy. In 
1928 he became manager of the Titusville retail store 
of Independent Grocery Company of Jacksonville. In 
1931 he moved back to Fort Pierce and worked in citrus, 
picking and hauling fruit in winter and produce out of 
Georiga in summer. He was appointed agent for the 
Wilson Toomer Fertilizer Company in 1939 and oper- 
ated under the name of Ideal Farm Supply through 
1947. While in this business, in the early 1940’s, he owned 
a citrus grove. He had cattle since he was a young boy 
and built up his herd through the years. Today he has 
about 500 head of grade Hereford commercial cattle, 
which he sells individually or at Okeechobee Livestock 
Auction Market. 

Mr. Griffin first ventured into politics at the age of 
twenty-six, and when he was elected to the city com- 
mission was the youngest city commissioner Fort 
Pierce ever had. While a county commissioner of St. 
Lucie County he served as secretary, vice-president and 
president of the Florida State Association of County 
Commissioners, working in close harmony with other 
county commissions to bring improvements to his area 
and to the State of Florida. He is now an honorary life 
member of the State Association of County Commis- 
sioners. 

He has also served on the National Association of 
County Officials, on the Legislative Committee, the 
Committee on Roads and Bridges, as chairman of St. 
Lucie County Sanitary District and as chairman of Fort 
Pierce Port Authority; also as a director of the Florida 
State Chamber of Commerce, a member of Florida 
State League of Municipalities, and in many other 
capacities of importance. During Dan McCarty’s suc- 
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BRE VEAST: COAST OF “FLORIDA 


cessful campaign for Governor in 1952, Mr. Griffin ac- 
companied him on most of his stumping and afterwards 
served as one of his aides in Tallahassee. At one time 
an officer of the Junior Chamber of Commerce of Fort 
Pierce, he was one of the inaugurators of the idea of 
building Jaycee Field. 

As a cattleman Mr. Griffin served several terms as 
president of the St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s Associa- 
tion and as vice president of the Florida State Cattle- 
men’s Association. He is a charter member of St. Lucie 
County Farm Bureau, a member of the Elks, the Loyal 
Order of Moose, the Pelican Yacht Club and the First 
Christian Church of Fort Pierce, in which he is a former 
deacon. 

He was married at Fort Pierce April 3, 1928, to Tommie 
Mae Pittman, born June 11, 1910, in Roanoke, Randolph 
County, Alabama. Both her parents also were born in 
Roanoke, Alabama, and her mother died there on 
August 3, 1927. She was Bessie Anglin, born May 2, 
1892. Her father, Gerald Winfred Pittman, was born 
November 17, 1897, and lives in Walton County, Florida, 
where he is a farmer and cattleman. Mrs. Griffin is a 
member of the First Christian Church of Fort Pierce 
and the Capron Trail Garden Club. Her hobby is flower 
garden work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Griffin have two children: 

1. Betty Mae, now Mrs. Charles M. Dees, born June 
14, 1930, at Titusville, Florida, who has two girls, Cheryl 
Lee and Cynthia Diane. They live in Dallas, Texas. 

2. Robert Lynn Griffin, born December 12, 1931, at 
Fort Pierce, who married Teresa Mae Truman of Green- 
ville, Illinois. They have four children: Rebecca Lynn, 
Robert Lee, Michael David, and Jeffrey Thomas, and 
are living in Fort Pierce. 


WARNER BELKNAP TILTON 


A pioneer real estate operator in the area, Warner B. 
Tilton, with his associates, has developed practically all 
of Jensen Beach. He was a member of the St. Lucie Inlet 
Commission, formed in 1923, and was influential in 
forming the Jensen Road and Bridge District, which he 
served as chairman for six or eight years. He and his 
associates have privately built most of Jensen’s roads. 
He is president of Tilton, Inc. and W. B. Tilton, Inc., 
president and owner of W. B. Tilton Real Estate and 
Insurance. Very active in the civic affairs of Jensen 
Beach and Martin County, he has held many elective 
offices and is a great benefactor of the community. 

Warner Belknap Tilton was born in New Market, New 
Hampshire, October 11, 1896. His father, Charles Norris 
Tilton, was born in Raymond, New Hampshire, April 4, 
1868, and died in Wadina, Minnesota, March 9, 1905. A 
Methodist minister, he was a graduate of Phillips-Exe- 
ter Academy, Exeter, New Hampshire, and of Boston 
University Theological School with a Doctor of Divinity 
degree. Warner Tilton’s mother was Etta May Warner, 
born at LeRaysville, Pennsylvania, May 13, 1866, and 
still living in Stuart, Florida. 

Mr. Tilton received his preliminary education in the 
public schools of New Hampshire and Pennsylvania and 
attended the Tilton Seminary at Tilton, New Hamp- 
Shire, the Huntington School, Boston (1915-16), Tufts 
College (now Tufts University) at Medford, Massachu- 
Setts (1916-18), and Boston University, from which in- 
geal he received a Bachelor of Science degree in 

In Miami, Florida, while a Naval aviator, Mr. Tilton 


met his wife and was married in 1921. He was assistant 
secretary and treasurer of R. R. Ricou and Sons Com- 
pany, owned by his father-in-law, R. R. Ricou, who 
operated eight fish houses from Titusville to Key West. 
Mr. Ricou had been in the fish business in Savannah, 
Georgia. When he came to Florida he settled first at 
Titusville and later followed the railroad into Eden and 
finally Jensen. Mr. Ricou was also one of the founders 
of the Seminole Bank of Stuart, which failed in the 
crash of 1929, and Mr. Tilton was its second president. 
When he took over the fish operation in 1922, Mr. Tilton 
formed the Jensen Barrel Company. This he sold in 
1926 to the fish business, which was now being operated 
by Ernest L. and Douglas L. Ricou, following their 
father’s death in 1925. 

Mr. Tilton’s first real estate development, east of 
Stuart, was carried on under the name of Edg Riva 
Corporation. Since then he has built up a large and 
prosperous business in this field. Among his clients 
are General Development Corporation (The Mackle 
Company), Gene T. Dyer, E. C. Wareheim, William M. 
Kiplinger, Samuel N. Rhodes, Leo Lowry, and Ambas- 
sador Stanton Griffith. 

In 1950 Mr. Tilton organized the Jensen Beach Devel- 
opment Company to develop Skyline Park in the west 
section of the town. Through Tilton, Inc., is planned the 
commercial center of downtown Jensen Beach, to be 
completed in the summer of 1960. In this commercial 
center will be established The Jensen Beach Bank, lo- 
cated in the center of the town, and there will be a 
large-scale development between Jensen Beach and 
U.S. 1. To quote the man himself, ““We work six days a 
week, fifty-two weeks out of the year, helping Jensen 
Beach and Martin County to grow.” 

Elected County Commissioner of Martin County in 
1925, he served until 1946 and was chairman of the 
board two-thirds of the time. He was also a school trus- 
tee in 1925 and was on the Board of Public Instruction 
from 1936 to 1940, serving as chairman for four years. 
He is a member of the National Association of Real 
Estate Boards and the Florida Association of Insurance 
Agents; a director and past president of the Jensen 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and past director of the 
Chambers of Commerce of Stuart, Salerno, and Hobe 
Sound; treasurer and past president of the Jensen Beach 
Civic League; a member of Martin County Democratic 
Club; a charter member of Martin County Historical 
Society; and a member of Stuart-Jensen Elks Lodge 
#1870. 

He is on the Building Committee and a past trustee 
of the Jensen Beach Community Church and served 
as Superintendent of its Sunday School for many years. 
The property for this church was donated by his wife’s 
people and the furniture by Henry Flagler. The church 
is being moved to a new site because no land is avail- 
able around it for expansion. The new church is to be 
built on Skyline Drive on eight acres of land given to 
the church by Mr. Tilton and Mr. Kiplinger. It will 
overlook the Indian River and the Atlantic Ocean. 
Plans are being made for a building to cost approxi- 
mately $300,000. Mr. Tilton donated some of the land for 
the hospital in Stuart. Originally a Mason of Tucker 
Lodge #66 of Raymond, New Hampshire, he is a mem- 
ber of the Lake Worth Consistory and Mahi Temple 
Shrine, Miami. He is also a member of the Cloudland 
Park Club at Cloudland, Georgia, a social and civic 
organization. 

Mr. Tilton was one of the early Naval aviators. He 
attended the Naval Aviators School at Massachusetts 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Institute of Technology and was the 2054th commis- 
sioned Naval Air Officer. He served from April 29, 
1918, to January 19, 1923, in Florida and in the Atlantic 
Fleet under Commander Mitscher. It was during this 
period, when he was in Miami in 1918, that he met his 
wife and first came to Jensen Beach to look around. 
They were married there on October 23, 1921. 
_ Mrs. Tilton, born Anita Gertrude Ricou at Jensen 
Beach August 24, 1899, is the daughter of Ransom Ren 
' Ricou, who was born at Moss Point, Mississippi, May 
1, 18€6, and died at Jensen Beach January 7, 1925; and 
Jesse Gertrude Ross, born at Tamra, Florida, February 
8, 1868, who died at Jensen Beach March 9, 1932. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tilton are the parents of three sons and 
a daughter, all born at Jensen Beach, and have ten 
grandchildren. Their children are: 

1. Warner Belknap Tilton, Jr., born September 29, 
1922. 

2. Ransom Ricou Tilton, born January 5, 1923. 

3. Charles Norris Tilton, born February 9, 1924. 

4. Beulah Anita Tilton (Mrs. Wacha), born October 
30, 1927. 


JCSEPH VERNER REED 


Prominent in the theatrical world and in the spheres 
of international diplomacy, Joseph Verner Reed has 
been identified with Florida’s Jupiter Island since the 
1930’s, and is the author of a short history of the island. 

Born in Nice, France, January 18, 1902, he is a son of 
Mary Dean (Johnson) and Verner Zevola Reed of Den- 
ver, Colorado, whose sketch follows. 

Joseph V. Reed graduated from Andover Academy in 
1922 with a B.A. degree and from Yale University in 
1926. For a short time he worked in the investment 
business in Wall Street. In 1927 he got into the produc- 
tion end of the theatre, and from then until 1933 pro- 
duced a great many plays, becoming an “angel of the 
theatre.” 

Having become acquainted with Jupiter Island, Flor- 
ida, on a visit to his father-in-law, Samuel F. Pryor 
(see sketch), Joseph Reed purchased the entire holdings 
of the Olympia Club, which is now the Jupiter Island 
Club, and became president of the newly formed Hobe 
Sound Company in 1933. The original Hobe Sound Com- 
pany had been formed in the 1890’s by a group of Eng- 
lishmen, represented by a Mr. William Angas who lived 
on the island until the boom and built the Island Inn, 
which opened in 1916. During the boom most of the 
island property was purchased by Anthony and Mary 
Duke Biddle, Angier Duke, and their friend Malcolm 
Meacham. In 1933 William S. Barstow, a retired mil- 
lionaire living on the island, bought their holdings and 
formed the new Hobe Sound Company with other 
stockholders, among whom were the Reed family, Mr. 
Reed started the development of the island and by 1940 
a building boom was under way there, with fifteen to 
twenty houses per year being built. 

From 1941 to 1945 Joseph V. Reed served in the 
United States Army, training entertainer troops, and 
had the rank of Major in Special Services. After the 
war he was occupied in theatre development and was 
the first president of the American Shakespearean Fes- 
tival in Stratford, Connecticut. In 1957 he accepted the 
appointment of the State Department as Special Assist- 
ant to the American Ambassador to France and held 
this position until December, 1960. 

Mr. Reed was married in Greenwich, Connecticut, on 


Cecember 31, 1£27, to Permelia Pryor, who was born 
September 5, 1906, daughter of Samuel Frazier Pryor of 
St. Louis and Ruby Permelia (Jacques) Pryor of Kan- 
sas City, Missouri. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reed have five children, all born in New 
York City: 

1. Laurel, born July 23, 1929, attended Westover 


- Academy and Smith College in Massachusetts and mar- 


ried Robert Hemmes. They live in Washington, D.C., 
and have a daughter, Linda Lee. 

2. Adrian Pryor Reed, born April 2€, 1931, attended 
the United States Military Academy at West Point and 
served as infantryman, paratrooper and ranger, with 
two years in Japan, and was a First Lieutenant on dis- 
charge. He married Arriane Yassoukovich and they live 
in New York, where he is with White Weld Company 
of Wall Street. 

3. Nathaniel Pryor Reed, born July 22, 1933, attended 
Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, and served in 
the Air Force from 1955 to December, 1958, stationed in 
Europe, Africa and the Middle East, with the rank of 
First Lieutenant on discharge. He is President of High 
Point, Ine., Vice-President of the Hobe Sound Com- 
pany, and Assistant Manager of Jupiter Island Club. 

4. Samuel Pryor Reed, born November 8, 1934, at- 
tended Trinity College, Hartford, and is with Engelhard 
Industries. He married Annette Engelhard and they 
have one child. 

5. Joseph V. Reed, Jr., born December 18, 1937, 
graduated from Yale University in 1960 and married 
Marie Maud Byers of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They 
have one child. 

Mrs. Joseph V. Reed, Sr. became manager of the 
Jupiter Island Club in 1941 and still runs it. 


VERNER ZEVOLA REED 


The principal business of Verner Zevola Reed, who 
made his home in Denver, Colorado, was as a gold and 
silver broker, and he is said to have sold one of the 
best gold mines in the world. In business circles he 
was probably best known for settling the gold weight 
dispute. He also was in banking, petroleum, manufac- 
turing, ranching, land reclamation and irrigation en- 
terprises in Colorado, Wyoming, and other states. 

A son of Hugh Fulton and Elizabeth Amanda (Wolfe) 
Reed, he was born in Richmond County, Ohio, October 
13, 1863. He received his early education in the country 
and village schools of that period and attended Eastern 
Iowa Normal School for two terms. 

Mr. Reed was a student of American Indian mythol- 
ogy and folk lore, especially among the Utes and some 
Pueblo tribes, and was the author of several books on 
this theme. In 1897 he published “Lo-To-Kah” and 
“Tales of the Sunland,” and in 1899, “Adobeland Sto- 
ries.” He contributed stories, essays, editorials and eth- 
nological studies to various magazines and newspapers. 

A citizen of the world, he traveled extensively, living 
abroad for the greater part of fifteen years, and was 
one of the first to make an automobile tour to the 
Sahara Desert. In 1913 he published a book entitled, 
“The Soul of Paris.” He lectured before clubs, colleges 
and societies on peace, international politics and re- 
lated subjects and was a member of President Wilson’s 
Mediation Commission in 1917. 

On July 18, 1893, Verner Z. Reed married Mary Dean 
Johnson, who was born in Columbus, Ohio, October 6, 
1875, daughter eof Mr. and Mrs. Silas Johnson. Mr. and 
Mrs. Verner Reed were the parents of Verner Z. Reed, 
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Jr., Joseph V. Reed (see sketch), and Margery Verner 
Reed, who married Paul Mayo and died in 1925. 

Verner Z. Reed died in Sanitago, California, April 
19, 1919. 


SAMUEL FRAZIER PRYOR 


A financier and director of many large business en- 
terprises, Samuel Frazier Pryor “discovered” Jupiter 
Island, Florida, in 1930 and thereafter made it his win- 
ter home. 

He was born in Palmyra, Missouri, April 21, 1867, 
son of Dr. Joseph William Pryor and Frances Frazier 
(Bailey) Pryor. His father was a country doctor of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, who became one of America’s most 
famous surgeons. 

Samuel F. Pryor was President of Remington Arms 
Company from 1912 to about 1925 or 1926, during which 
time the company became a very large du Pont holding; 
and then became chief advisor of the John D. Rocke- 
feller holdings. In addition to the Remington Arms 
Company, he was a director of the following companies 
or corporations: 

American Brake Shoe and Foundry Company, Amer- 
ican Ship and Commerce Corporation, Holland Trading 
Corporation, National Carbide Corporation, Remington 
Cash Register Company, Shell Oil Company, Union 
Banking Corporation, W. A. Harrison and Company, 
William Cramp and Sons Ship and Engine Company. 

Mr. Pryor first came to Florida about 1927 and stayed 
at Winter Park three or four months. Deciding that 
he wanted to see more of Florida, he came to Jupiter 
Island in 1930 and stayed at the Olympia Club, now 
the Jupiter Island Club, and became one of the stock- 


holders of the Hobe Sound Company when it was re-— 


organized in 1933. 

At Kansas City, Missouri, Samuel F. Pryor married 
Ruby Permelia Jacques, a native of that city, and they 
became the parents of four children: 

1. Jacques, who died at Houston, Texas, in 1956. 

2. Samuel F., Jr., who is continuing the tradition of 
Hobe Sound. 

3. Fred, who died at Hot Springs, Virginia, in 1939. 

4. Permelia, born September 5, 1906, (Mrs. Joseph V. 
Reed) of Jupiter Island. 

Mr. Pryor was a member of the Episcopal Church. 
He died in Greenwich, Connecticut, November 17, 1934. 


FRANK ELIOT WOOD 


When, following his retirement in New Hampshire, 
Frank Eliot Wood came to Florida in 1946, it was sup- 
posed to be just a vacation, but he has been here ever 
since. His special interest and activities in connection 
with the history of the east coast of Florida merit for 
him a place in these pages. 

Mr. Wood was born in Coraopolis, Pennsylvania, De- 
cember 17, 1889, son of Clark Verner Wood and Nellie 
Estella Hall. Both his parents were New Englanders. 
His father, born at Woodstock, Vermont, in 1863, died 
at Brookfield, Massachusetts, in 1940. He had been Di- 
vision Superintendent of the Wheeling and Lake Erie 
Railroad at Canton, Ohio, and later President of the 
Springfield and Worcester (Massachusetts) Street Rail- 
ways, which were consolidated. Frank Wood’s mother 
was born at Colebrook, New Hampshire, July 20, 1868, 
oF died at West Brookfield, Massachusetts, April 28, 

934. 

He graduated from Weymouth High School, Wey- 


mouth, Massachusetts, in 1907. His first work was in 
the repair shop of the Springfield Street Railway, learn- 
ing the equipment. He then went into the electric trolley 
freight division in Attleboro and Worcester, and worked 
up to General Agent in charge of all freight operations. 
In 1914 he went to Maine and opened trolley lines all 
through East and South Central Maine as General 
Freight Agent, continuing in this operation for six 
years. 

In 1920 he entered the Investment Department of 
Hornblower and Weeks in Boston as securities sales- 
man, and was in the employ of this well-known financial 
firm for seventeen years. From 1937 to 1939 he was 
New England representative for a utility holding com- 
pany, after which he retired to Rumney, New Hamp- 
shire. This brings him up to the time when he visited 
this state, and gave up the hills of New Hampshire for 
the sands of Florida. 

In 1947 he built a house in Jupiter—one of the first 
new houses built en the north side of the Loxahatchie 
River. In February of 1956 he moved to Stuart, where 
he now has his home. He had a hand in the restoration 
of the House of Refuge on Hutchinson Island, and has a 
continuing interest in this and other matters of histor- 
ical importance in Florida, particularly on the east 
coast. He is a charter member and trustee of Martin 
County Historical Society and historian of the Florida 
chapter of Sons and Patriots of America, of which so- 
ciety he is a member. 

Mr. Wood’s first wife and mother of his two daugh- 
ters was Madeline Estella Cook. The daughters are 
Marjorie Wood Stocks (Mrs. J. A.), who was born in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, October 15, 1911; and Vir- 
ginia Wood Clucas (Mrs I. J.), also born in Worcester, 
on July 4, 1913. 

On March 21, 1941, at Plymouth, New Hampshire, Mr. 
Wood married Anna C. Kolb, who also is active in Mar- 
tin County Historical Society, and is treasurer of Mar- 
tin County Association for Retarded Children. As a 
hobby, both Mr. and Mrs. Wood like to work with the 
restoration of old furniture, and also enjoy horticulture. 


JOSEPH WILLIAM WALTON 


A retired Colonel of the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers and a former engineer and executive in the 
gold and silver mining industry in Arizona, Joseph 
William Walton is active in the real estate and insurance 
business in Vero Beach, where he has been a resident 
since 1948. Colonel Walton has also taken an active part 
in the civic affairs of that community and is prominent 
socially. 

He was born at St. Davids, Pennsylvania, June 10, 
1903, son of Charles Spittall Walton and Martha Edna 
(England) Walton. His father was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, April 16, 1862, and died at St. Davids 
December 26, 1916. His mother, also born in Philadel- 
phia, on February 27, 1868, died in Boston, Massachu- 
setts, on November 22, 1931. 

Charles S. Walton graduated in 1882 from the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, where he took a course in min- 
ing engineering. He became associated with the firm of 
England and Bryan, leather manufacturers, which in 
1906 was reorganized as England, Walton and Company. 
Upon the death of Mr. England (his father-in-law) 
Charles Walton became president and treasurer of the 
company, which became one of the leading firms in its 
line in the country. Mr. Walton was also a director of 
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banks and an executive of many other firms, and was 
very active in the Baptist Church. His wife, Martha 
England Walton, was also active in religious and chari- 
table works. 

Joseph William Walton attended Radnor Public School 
and the Haverford School in Pennsylvania, and in 1921 
graduated from the latter, where he was president of 
the class and of the Student Council. Upon graduation 
he received the “All Round Cup” for general excel- 
lence. He graduated from the Pennsylvania Military 
College in 1924 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Economics and from the University of Pennsylvania in 
1§25 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and did post- 
graduate work at the university in the fall of 1929. In 
1931-32 he was Assistant Professor of Mathematics at 
Pennsylvania Military College. 

When he graduated from the Military College, on 
June 11, 1924, he was commissioned a Second Lieu- 
tenant in the National Guard of Pennsylvania, thereby 
automatically being commissioned in the United States 
Reserves, and served until January, 1925, as Second 
Lieutenant, Company E, 111th Infantry. He was then 
commissioned a First Lieutenant and served as Adjutant 
in the Second Battalion, 111th Infantry, until June, 
1925, when he was transferred to the National Guard 
Reserve. 

In 1930 Mr. Walton became interested in gold and 
silver mining operations in Arizona and held executive 
positions in a number of mining companies. In 1939 he 
was appointed to the Arizona Copper Tariff Board by 
Governor Robert Jones of Arizona, and accompanied 
the Governor to a conference of the Western Gover- 
nors on the silver question, held in Reno, Nevada, in 
March, 1939. At various stopping points on the way Mr. 
Walton spoke to the public on the silver question. As a 
member of the Arizona Small Mines Operators Asso- 
ciation, he worked in close cooperation with Senator 
Key Pitman on the silver question, and testified before 
various house and senate committees in Washington on 
matters pertaining to the mining industry. As chairman 
of the Arizona Committee, he attended the annual Con- 
vention of Mining Congress at Salt Lake City in August, 
1939, and addressed the convention. He is a member of 
the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers and of the American Mining Congress. He is 
also a former director of the Main Line National Bank 
of Wayne, Pennsylvania. 

On April 30, 1942, First Lieutenant Walton of the Na- 
tional Guard Reserve was made a Captain in the Army 
of the United States and sent on temporary duty to 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia; thence assigned to the 349th 
Engineers Regiment at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. 
With this regiment he served in the Aleutian Islands 
campaign from September, 1942, to November, 1944. For 
his services he received a personal letter of commenda- 
tion from Lieutenant General Delos C. Emmons, and 
the regiment was awarded the Meritorious Service Unit 
Plaque for this period of service. Captain Walton was 
promoted to Major on September 5, 1942, and to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel on June 24, 1943. On April 26, 1946, he 
received the Bronze Star medal and the following 
Citation from the War Department: 

“Lt. Col. Joseph W. Walton, Commanding Officer, 
2nd Battalion, 349th Engineers, rendered meritorious 
service at Adak, Alaska, from Nov., 1942, to Feb., 1943. 
Despite his illness, shortage of materials, adverse 
weather conditions and shelter for maintenance equip- 

ment, he ably directed the construction of roads, 


buildings, harbor and airport facilities at this station. 
His personal attributes of perseverance and sound 
engineering judgment contributed materially to the 
successful establishment of the base and its support 
of the Aleutian campaign.” 
Also in 1946 he was awarded the Army Commendation 
ribbon “for meritorious service in the performance of 
duty during the period from November 13, 1943, to 
June 26, 1944. As Executive Officer of the 349th Engineer 
General Service Regiment at Adak, Alaska, Lt. Col. 
Walton demonstrated outstanding technical skill and 
organizational ability in completing his assignment.” 
Following his service in Alaska, Lt. Col. Walton at- 
tended Staff and Command School at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, graduated on May 26, 1945, and was assigned 
to Granite City (Illinois) Engineer Depot and appointed 
Executive Officer in October, 1945. On May 12, 1947, he 
was commissioned a full Colonel. He went off active 
duty in May, 1948, and in 1953 went on the Reserve 
Retired list. 


From 1918 to 1941, excepting a few years, Joseph 
Walton spent part of the winters in Palm Beach, where 
his mother had a winter home on South Ocean Boule- 
vard. He has made his home in Vero Beach since 1948. 
Since coming to Florida he took postgraduate courses 
at the University of Florida Summer School in real 
estate law and brokerage; fire, marine, and property 
insurance; and appraisal courses given by the American 
Institute of Real Estate Appraisers. From December 1, 
1948, to February 1, 1950, he operated a real estate 
brokerage office in Vero Beach, and since the latter 
date has also handled insurance. He was vice-president 
of the Vero Beach Board of Realtors in 1949, president 
in 1950 and 1951, and was also a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Florida Association of Realtors in 
1950 and 1951. In 1952 he was vice-president of the 
Fourth District of the Florida Association of Realtors, 
and in 1953 was a member of the Realtors’ Washington 
Committee of the National Association of Real Estate 
Boards, 

In civic affairs Colonel Walton was chairman of the 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee for the new Indian River 
Bridge and Causeway and Highway A-1-A (1949); sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Beach Association of Vero 
Beach (1949); a member of the Tax Advisory Board 
(1950); vice chairman of the Mayor’s Special Commit- 
tee to study reorganization and the proposed new 
charter for the city government of Vero Beach (1950- 
51); a member of the Board of Directors of the Chamber 
of Commerce (1950); a member of the Committee to 
Select a City Manager (1951); a member of the Board 
of Adjustment of the City of Vero Beach (1951 to 1952). 
He is also a former director of the Beach Business 
Bureau of Vero Beach, a member and past vice-presi- 
dent of the Exchange Club, a member of the Vero Beach 
Country Club, the Riomar Club, and Trinity Episcopal 
Church of Vero Beach. He was formerly a teacher of 
the Young People’s Class, Superintendent of the Sun- 
day School, and vice-president of the Board of Trustees 
of the Royal Poinciana Chapel at Palm Beach, and is a 
member of the Bath and Tennis Club and the Ever- 
glades Club of Palm Beach, the Merion Cricket and 
Union League Clubs of Pennsylvania, the Colonial So- 
ciety of Pennsylvania, the Military Order of the Loyal 
Legion, and the Alumni Associations of Haverford 
School, Pennsylvania Military College, and the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. For recreation he enjoys tennis, 
golf, swimming, horseback riding, and reading history. 


[304| 


———) ge 


Aqiaous a0 Tea 


“at NS SV SERS oe 
fe ae ae 2 My per wie beet we 
F ce, - Tis 


srotinga aac sa noted 
binsor bas ootunpvontad | 


s yodred zyniblind 
aie! aearere O 


ads ob yllaisinee batsidbiterss deonmbet geasoniyes  — 


hroqase att bas oabd onlh te Misi deildates luiersoaue 

pleyrnes naitestA silt to 
soi lxbasrmmc”) yor st by awe atw al GOL at valA 
In sonerrioleag scl? sf ogiage Bbersolitem vol” aoddis 
of €£$ 22 wwdetove dost boring of? peivh cub 
qeeriged AVOhS oct lo 1990/0 awilowrd eA HET WS atu 
lo) kl ctenfA siebA ni deeidinell eniv1? invereD 
bie Hie lesindsat ycikauthivo bmavienacih sotinW 
troruipiass eit griteigmed at vtilide taaeitesineyTe 

-te AOlinW JoD 3 jee a beirea at gitiwollot 
driabiievest 120% tp, looso® hawtivneD D dsecs Tete bobo! 
bonsizan eow bes 2d0f OF yahe we, be seybe: env 
boi ciggge baw tage seoniyit Asomlhy wai often) of 
od .theL Sf vo nO 2bOt AudeteO ai wel ov unsall 


oviton Ro now oh .eealaD, Mul 6 eae Td RR 

ovisesh ot no sosve O2OL at ben eet vali ai wb 
teil Border 

dg m8, wait & ye quoxs \WAi os S20i mort 


‘I nai esatniw ods We ting inea netieW 
hited avo dive2 ac sted tainiw 6 bed sathtom : sist 
Kit? yose dosos ois oi oectod alt ofan esr eM trav 
verte, siauberyteoq #oos ost abivel od avin soni? 
ines ni fooded xomemuz ebisold lo -qicsevial] off ts 
yrroyotg bose hikers sil gration Soa wal otates 
naoliomA edt ¢d cevin esctves ipare qqe bre jourur ysordd 
JL rodewseCl moxd 2 esietqgA otoied laa lo guiites! 
tases wor 6 boleteqo od MUO ( erewrdet of Bl 
“attdl sf oodles bane ,docell oa¥ ni ovifto ongsslod 
bnobiesiq-soiv acw SH comment belarad oals tut uiab 
trabigera OM oi 2vetlaoyi Ye hreotl dovekl om sa Yo 
treat? axl) bo vodererm »s ozfe tow bas JTRP bag CRT ni 
fe ano iheoh Ie nniinivowsA shrill adi lo. exvorrmvoD Po 

aft lo srobluott-esiv eaw of StQi al 120L fan O0al 
erotlsall lo nothaiaeesh, obixvolD orlt Ww rabieiG tivo 
nolgniiae W ‘avevine” act te tedenam » eaw SbCl al bra 
atei2d jastl Yo noticicauzk. Sedoite” od to solliranto 
wero 

od? to naires eew notlaW lenolaD evigia ivi ik 
49vI8 caibal yon oct 10) oo ViramoD ytooivbhA ‘enesiiD 
-owe (R881) A-f-A yveuwriyi bos qawsegoD bas sy birt 
ovs¥ to nebaistepA donall of) lo tosseaust-Cisiet 
bisol yiovivbA xeT af iw Sadenom 8 ;(RHO1) sound 
-jipuran’> Ieiaegt svat orld, to sretwtlarts 4ofv (0801) 
won bherogsta oft Dea colinsitteguges ybuke of 20d 
-0ORT) low dtt o19F to inommermvey Wit of) 101. tatarlo 
“edinatD stit lo mained lo bwed olf te wadetom « (Ue 
et eotiiaene? ot Io todmem a ;(08GLy soremmey to 
breast od? to weleigi: @ 7 (IRE) roped GD a daaiet 


viotw slaeod reals 


ASESE ot 1229) doasél o2roV to viFDiadl2 bo Jnsententt rd, ms 


seo danetl sdt ia votastih soratel @ ogla ai of 
aizegqesaly Req Bee vadaram 6 dvs ow to ugowe 
foabti ove asf he todoroin 2 duld spect’ of ty inob 
baci yiinixT fren dul vamot a dul yvinweD 
te jadonet w ylerricl new oH toxeli oeV to dawid 
Rodd bs Incbusinivegy% ealD e'sigowl yauo¥ orl 
voted WS Srrasti od? ta Thubhssq-osty bag foadoe yal 


big too otlel do loqad) annioniot leye oct to 


oy wh ban dul ebres'l baw dite als to wero 
bus jedai’D. marrshs ol samotl ted Yo dutD 


. wertA adit ot wisiqe) 6 obsat 2aw | 
Aseee oiit of froamgiean outed ; 































































oa . 


ery 4 | 


«taoq bib bre oorwsb. Ce . viton ey 
ml .@8@! to fel adit of alluesebels ts prer 
ts sitentodieM fo youeslo1L nani sy 


j 4 


no ,sgolloD venti ody stor} < 
_weid bites 6) hacwienimeto2: am 
veered ,xicwvelyraned Yo breyt) lane eK ov 
ania beatin edt ai benelezienmos gitlot 
baoowe as OSUL .waevnal litag hevyse b 
aot acw OF evinwtal dstel 5 yrmeere 
tnatuibA as boywe bax Ingagiveht fei, 
nul, fies .yriretal Ait roitning & 
bisuD ie naieVE srt of borvelacael daw ade 
bets blog al ‘eeterenat ple note 
eviluvexe bled bas aaositA ri nvoisemente ain 
oct CERI nk .2siseqgetoo painies Yo redewe, at te 
vd treo Rite’ xoqgqoD snositA olf of bein 
beixeqeoses has .enoxitA Yo eomok $ fo y 
~wve0 aretesW edt to aartntolnao, 4 04.9 et 
tt bevel .onsl al bled ,oitesup | odd 
“aN ww edt ao sigiog ytiqgots antics JA Re 
eA sovesup veviie odt no otiduq ott of ‘. 
-o2A ewiersg® eoniM Meme anosttA sdf 36) 
netsie® diiw aollevsqooa seolo ni bedww 9 
gtoled behidest bar .wotaeup seville odd m rb £ 
@ nancies’ oi esstiienmos elegos brig Sa p 
cacrinds aA .yaesbal yatatert odd OF yg vinta y 
-909 Lauri ott bobaatia ed eonleuneQ pat 
erguA ni WO edad Ned ta eevtgnot) 4 ate 
lo wedrersm «6 at SH. noldnevaco alt b 
iesipuilsioM bog goiniM Yo otptitenl a 
al oH ccergae gniniM aestiamaA olf 
Anak isacie anil olaM off lo tology 
-8Vi edt to nelle W inaneissit hei ; 


o ylub yisteqerst Mo tepe bre 


BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


At Holy Trinity Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
on May 26, 1926, Joseph William Walton married Flor- 
ence Earle Trask, who was born in Philadelphia Febru- 
ary 3, 1907, daughter of John Ellingwood Donnell 
Trask (born February 18, 1871, died April 16, 1926) and 
Alice Nicholson Coates (born October 1, 1873, died 
August 4, 1955). Mrs. Walton is a member of the Na- 
tional Society of Colonial Dames, the Society of May- 
flower Descendants, and a past member of the Valley 
Forge Club of the Woman’s Trap Shooting League, the 
Women’s Rifle Corps of the Navy League, and the 
Motor Corps of Emergency Aid Society of Pennsylvania. 
In Vero Beach she was on the Street Naming Committee 
for the beach area. 

Colonel and Mrs. Walton are the parents of three 
children: 

1. Joseph William Walton, Jr., born March 30, 1927, 
at Palm Beach. He graduated from Haverford School, 
Pennsylvania, in June, 1945, and became a private in 
the United States Army Infantry, entering the Regular 
Army on December 15, 1945. He married Johanna 
Eleanor Lang of Frankfort, Germany, where he died 
on July 8, 1957. 

2. Florence Walton, born January 18, 1930, at Bryn. 
Mawr, Pennsylvania. 

3. Charles Spittall Walton, III, born December 13, 
1933, at Prescott, Arizona. He married Mary Ellen Still 
of Philadelphia. They have a son, Joseph W. Walton, 
Ill, born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, August 20, 1959. 


CORNELIUS VAN DER LUGT 


A native of Holland, Cornelius van der Lugt special- 
ized in the study and practice of agriculture from his 
youth and is now county administrative officer in 
charge of the Agricultural Conservation Agency at Fort 
Pierce. He is one of a small group credited with bringing 
to St. Lucie County the Indian River Field Laboratory, 
a unit of the State Experimental Station. He has been a 
citrus grower since 1926 and has a herd of commercial 
cattle on his VL Ranch in St. Lucie County. 

Born in Delft, Holland, October 13, 1899, he is a son 
of Adrianus and Apollo (Vreugdenhill) van der Lugt. 
His father was a vegetable grower in Holland. The son 
was educated in a Dutch Reformed school in Delft, 
Holland, through the Junior High School level and took 
night school courses in Agriculture. Growing up on his 
father’s farm, he did his share of the farming until he 
entered the Dutch Army in World War I, in which he 
served almost two years and was a member of the 
King’s Guard, a regiment of handpicked men. 

In June, 1920, he came to the United States and 
worked on a farm in Hull, Iowa, for six months, then 
went to South Dakota. From there in January, 1921, he 
was brought to Vero Beach, Florida, to work for a de- 
velopment company. In 1922 he moved to Fort Pierce 
and occupied the land on which he still lives. During 
his first five years in Florida his work was clearing 
land, opening up the country to enable farmers to get 
in to work the land. He began setting out groves on 
his original St. Lucie County land in 1926 and increased 
these through the years until now, after giving groves 
to each of his three children, who all live in St. Lucie 
County, he has 80 acres left for himself. 

Mr. van der Lugt is a member of Florida Citrus 
Mutual and a past member of the Growers Administra- 
tive Committee at Lakeland; a director of the Indian 
River Citrus League and of Fort Pierce Growers Associ- 


ation; a member of St. Lucie County Farm Bureau and 
St. Lucie County Cattlemen’s Association; president of 
the North St. Lucie River Drainage District; a past 
member of the Everglades Fire District, appointed by 
Governor McCarty and re-appointed by Acting Gov- 
ernor Johns and Governor Collins. He is also a member 
of the Florida Horticultural Society, a past director of 
Fort Pierce-St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce 
(now inactive), a member of Fort Pierce Rotary Club 
and the Pelican Yacht Club, a former Elk, and an elder 
in the First Presbyterian Church at Fort Pierce. His 
favorite hobby is growing orchids. 

His wife has been very active in the Girl Scouts in 
the past. The former Julia Rose Niemiec, daughter of 
John and Mary Niemiec, she was born in Bellaire, Ohio, 
October 24, 1899, and married Cornelius van der Lugt 
in Miami, Florida, August 14, 1926. They have three 
children, born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Mary Joan, born June 26, 1927. 

2. Cornelius Adrianus (“Pete”), born June 14, 1929. 
He married Judith Brilley of Oakland Park, Florida. 

3. Jan, born December 13, 1931, who married Muriel 
Seekamp of West Palm Beach. 


SAM TALTON JOYCE 


Now completing his sixth year as Sheriff of Indian 
River County, Sam Talton Joyce is assured of another 
four years in office by his success in the May Democratic 
primaries of 1960. Sheriff Joyce has set an excellent 
record of law enforcement and has proved his aware- 
ness of the need for keeping step with the phenom- 
enal growth of the county and continually improving 
the department to meet the growing demands. 

Sam Joyce was born at Canal Point, Palm Beach 
County, March 25, 1921, son of Sam Talton Joyce, Sr., 
a fisherman of Lake Okeechobee, who died in 1947, and 
Maxine Burt Joyce, who is living in Pahokee. His 
mother’s family has been in Florida for many years, 
settling first on the west coast. 

Sam was educated in the public schools of Palm 
Beach County and worked in construction with Arundel 
Corporation until he joined the highway patrol in 1945. 
He moved to Indian River County when stationed there 
as a state trooper on July 1, 1948. After serving seven 
years as highway patrol trooper and two years as Chief 
Deputy Sheriff of Indian River County, he was ap- 
pointed Sheriff October 6, 1954, following the death 
of the late Sheriff Leonard B. O’Steen. He ran as a 
write-in candidate in the November, 1954, general elec- 
tion with three other candidates and received nearly 
half of the votes cast. Re-elected in 1956 without opposi- 
tion for a four-year term, he was again successful in 
1960. 

Sheriff Joyce estimates that today’s work load in his 
office runs from five to eight times heavier than when 
he first assumed the office. Every new citizen and new 
subdivision brings added work for the sheriff's depart- 
ment. “We answer every call that comes, no matter 
how trivial it may seem to us,” he said. “If anyone calls 
the Sheriff’s Office, he is scared, and feels he needs our 
help. A man is dispatched to the scene to investigate 
the complaint, and a record is made of the call.” 

The department is now fitted with the latest finger- 
printing and photographic equipment with a cross file 
system of fingerprints duplicated at the county jail for 
quick identification of known criminals. There are now 
six automobiles in operation by the Sheriff's Depart- 
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ment, all radio-equipped. Indian River County has one 
of the strongest base stations with narrow-band equip- 
ment, which by August Ist of this year (1960) will be 
required of all law enforcement agencies. As a result, 
there is radio contact with every part of the county, and 
additional frequency gives access to Palm Beach on the 
south and Orlando and Daytona Beach on the north. 
Mr. Joyce is a member of the Florida Sheriffs As- 
sociation, a director and trustee of Florida Sheriffs 


, Boys Ranch and member of its Founders Club, and a 


ay ee 


member of Florida Peace Officers Association, He is a 
veteran of the United States Army in World War II 
and a member of the American Legion Felix Poppell 
Post; a Mason of Lodge #250 of Vero Beach and Lake 
Worth Consistory; past president of the Vero Beach 
Kiwanis Club (1959); a member of Elks Lodge #1774, 
Vero Beach Boat Club, and the First Baptist Church of 
Vero Beach. Hunting and boating are his recreative 
activities. 

He was married at Pompano Beach August 16, 1947, 
to Emily Elizabeth Austin, a native of that town, where 
she was born June 6, 1924. Her family has been in Palm 
Beach County, Florida, about fifty years. Her father, 
Frank Sylvester Austin, was born January 13, 1894, in 
Indiana and is living in Pompano Beach; her mother, 
Emily Elizabeth (Juvenal) Austin, was born in Ohio 
January 6, 1895, and died in Pompano Beach February 
8, 1959. Mr. and Mrs. Joyce have two children, born 
in Vero Beach; Deborah Sue, born July 22, 1953; Sam 
Talton Joyce III, born March 22, 1955. 


PAUL MARX LUTHER 


A large grove owner in Indian River County at the 
time of his death (March 3, 1954), Paul Marx Luther 
was also successful in several other lines of business 
and served three or four terms on the city council of 
Vero Beach. Born in Germany October 11, 1875, he was 
a son of Otto Luther, a salesman, who came from Ger- 
many in 1880 and later had a large farm in Mexico, 
Missouri. The family name of Paul’s mother was Diet- 
rich. He was educated in the public schools of Missouri 
and worked on his father’s farm until he went to St. 
Louis, where he became a real estate dealer and at one 
time had the White Truck Agency and repair depart- 
ment. 

He came to Florida in 1921 and bought about 160 acres 
of land in Winter Beach, some of which was put into 
citrus groves. Moving to Vero Beach in 1923, he con- 
tinued to buy up land and devlop groves and also did 
successful farming of tomatoes and other crops. Later he 
formed a partnership with John Knight in the farm 
supply, paint and roofing business, operating under 
the name of Luther and Knight. In 1943 he acquired the 
Kenyon Hotel (originally the Gilman Hotel) and 
changed the name to the Luther Hotel, which since 
his death has been operated by his wife and son Bill. 
Bill and Paul, the other son, care for the groves, which 
are quite extensive, and Bill is also a real estate broker 
in Vero Beach and serves on the Planning and Zoning 
Board. 

Mr. Luther was a member of Florida Citrus Mutual 
and Indian River Citrus League, Vero Beach Chamber 
of Commerce, the state and national hotel associations, 
Masonic Lodge #250 of Vero Beach, Lake Worth Con- 
Sistory, Mahi Temple Shrine at Miami, Fort Pierce 


Shrine Club, and the Elks. Hunting was his favorite 
hobby. 


He was married at Berger, Missouri, February 11, 
1909, to Theresa Christina Zeilmann, who was born at 
Berger October 18, 1886. Her mother, Susanna Haid, was 
also a native of Berger, Missouri, where she was born 
July 4, 1861, and died January 7, 1943. Mrs. Luther’s 
father, George Zeilmann, was born in Bavaria October 
26, 1849, and died at Berger, Missouri, April 9, 1931. 

Mrs. Luther is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual and 
Indian River Citrus League; of Vero Chapter #135, 
Order of the Eastern Star, the Ladies Shrine Club of 
Fort Pierce, and the First Church of Christ, Scientist at 
Vero Beach. She is a past president of the Woman’s 
Club and for two years was president of the Indian 
River County Federation of Women’s Clubs. She is also 
a member of the Indian River Garden Club. 

Paul George Luther, born May 19, 1917, at Berger, 
Missouri, graduated from Gulfcoast Military Academy, 
Gulfport, Mississippi, and married Helen Olson of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. They have six children: Patrick 
William, Ramona Yvonne, Paul Olsen, Shirley Lorraine, 
Sherry Lillian and Mary Lynn. 

William Muriel (Bill) Luther, born July 25, 1924, at 
Vero Beach, graduated from Castle Heights Military 
Academy at Lebanon, Tennessee, and married Selma 
Morris of Rockmart, Georgia. They have six children: 
James Frederick, John Marx, Joseph Jerome, Jeffrey 
William, Jerre Lawrence and Jana Suzanne. 


JOSEPH HENRY CONN 


Having been a commercial artist in Chicago, an onion 
grower in Texas, a fruit grower in the state of Washing- 
ton, and an automotive parts executive in Detroit, 
Joseph Henry Conn came to Vero Beach in 1947 and 
wrote his name indelibly on its sands. 

He was born in St. Louis May 15, 1888, son of Lewis 
Linn and Ida (Plank) Conn. His father, a gentleman 
farmer, was born in St. Louis June 9, 1858, and died in 
1915 at South Haven, Michigan. There Joe’s mother 
also died in 1928. She was a native of Carlisle, Penn- 
sylvania. 

Joseph Henry Conn received his education in the 
public schools of Missouri, at Morgan Park Academy 
in Chicago, at a business college in St. Louis, and an art 
school in Kalamazoo, Michigan. He was a Lieutenant 
in the United States Army in World War I. 


Following a few years in Chicago as a commercial 
artist and two or three years in Texas growing onions, 
he went to the Pacific northwest, specifically Wenatchee, 
Washington. Having spent years in becoming proficient 
in all phases of orchards, from the planting to retailing, 
he worked with the United States Bureau of Markets, 
setting up cooperative procedures to aid fruit growers 
in new marketing techniques. 


His next move represented a drastic change—from 
agriculture to the automotive manufacturing industry. 
From Detroit he came to Vero Beach, Florida, in 1947 
and began developing subdivisions—another entirely 
new line of business. He must have been a very versatile 
man. “Miracle Manor” was one of his developments. 
Another was “Bethel-by-the-Sea,” an 80-acre ocean- 
front tract. Out of this acreage Mr. Conn gave to the 
City of Vero Beach for public use approximately 1,500 
feet of ocean beach and additional property needed to 
make Ocean Drive into a 100-foot wide boulevard with 
landscaping, and specified that there be no buildings 
on the east side of this boulevard, thus ensuring future 
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generations a beautiful drive along the beach with un- 
interrupted view of the ocean. This beach was named 
the Joseph H. Conn Beach by action of the City Council 
at the proposal of Mayor Harry C. Offutt, Jr., after Mr. 
Conn’s death. 


He died in Detroit, Michigan, November 3, 1956. After 
his death it was said of him that he would be remem- 
bered as a modest man with splendid ideas for the 
future of Vero Beach; a bundle of energy whom every- 
one respected; a man with a good sense of humor. He 
was an honorary member of the Vero Beach Board of 
Realtors, a member of Vero Beach Golf and Country 
Club, and attended the. Community Church. He loved 
baseball and was active in Little League sponsorship in 
Vero Beach. In 1945 Mr. Conn and Dr. Earl A. Peterman 
were the founders of the “Fund for Crippling Diseases.” 
This was primarily for research in rheumatic fever, 
arthritis and rheumatism. 


Mrs. Joseph H. Conn, the former Augusta Bernice 
McFarlane, was born in Hillsborough, New Brunswick, 
Canada, January 12, 1900. Her father, Cory James Mc- 
Farlane, was born in Weldon, New Brunswick, No- 
vember 15, 1879, and died at Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
in 1947. Her mother, Mabel Levina Lounsbury McFar- 
lane, born at Elgin, New Brunswick, August 18, 1881, is 
living in Calgary, Alberta. 

Mrs. Conn is president of the Vero Beach Woman’s 
Club and past president of the Garden Club. She was a 
charter member of Indian River County Republican 
Executive Committee and served as precinct committee- 
She was organizational president of the 
Indian River County Public Library Association (her 
pet project) and was head of the Vero Beach Red Cross 
Fund Drive. She is a trustee of the Community Church. 
Her hobbies are stamp collecting, Garden Club work, 
and history, particularly genealogy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Henry Conn hada family of 
three children: 

1. Bernice Kathleen (Mrs. Albert Frank), born Janu- 
ary 3, 1923, at Powell River, British Columbia, Canada. 

2. Shirley Helen (Mrs. John K. Coles), born Decem- 
ber 29, 19—, at Powell River, British Columbia. 

3. Joseph Henry David Conn, born January 2, 1938, 
in Detroit, Michigan. He married Sondra Lee Greer of 
Dayton, Ohio. 


ROBERT CHAPMAN SPILLMAN 


The young vice-president of Indian River Citrus 
Bank, who rose to that position in six years, starting 
as bookkeeper in 1952, is an outstanding civic worker, 
particularly in Junior Chamber of Commerce work. 
Although not a native, he has lived in Florida most of 
his life, his mother having come to Tallahassee in 1929 
and operated a 168-acre farm in Wakulla County. She 
has been with the Florida State Road Department for 
eighteen years now, as a department head in the Di- 
vision of Research and Records. She is the former Hal- 
line Chapman, born January 13, 1900, at Cape Girar- 
deau, Missouri. Robert’s father was Charles Owen Spill- 
man of Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania. 

Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July 29, 1928, Rob- 
ert Chapman Spillman was educated through the 12th 
grade in the public schools of several states and grad- 
uated from Leon High School, Tallahassee, in 1944. 


_ From February of 1945 to August, 1946, he was in the 


submarine service of the United States Navy at New 


London, Connecticut, separated with the rank of Sea- 
man First Class. He then attended Florida State Uni- 
versity and graduated in 1950 with a Bachelor of Sci- 
ence degree in Business Administration. Recalled to 
active duty by the Navy Reserve in December, 1950, 
he served with the 1754th Construction Battalion (Sea- 
bees) in Japan and Korea until May of 1952, leaving 
the service with the rank’of Petty Officer First Class. 


In that year, when he was twenty-four years old, he 
came to Vero Beach and began his banking career at 
the Indian River Citrus Bank as bookkeeper. In Janu- 
ary, 1954, he was elected assistant cashier, advanced to 
cashier in 1956, and to vice-president in January, 1958. 


Joining the Vero Beach Jaycees in 1952, he has held 
nearly every local office and received the “Jaycee of 
the Month” and “Spark Plug” awards. He was elected 
National Director of the Florida Junior Chamber of 
Commerce for 1958-59 and was the first national director 
in the United States to complete a 100% visitation to his 
assigned clubs, traveling over 35,000 miles in the per- 
formance of this duty. At the State Convention in St. 
Petersburg in May, 1959, he received the Wolper- 
Wadsworth Memorial Award as the outstanding Na- 
tional Director in Florida and was elected International 
Director for 1959-60, the first such elective office in the 
Florida Junior Chamber of Commerce. He is also legal 
counsel for the Florida Junior Chamber of Commerce 
for 1959-60. At the United States Junior Chamber of 
Commerce National Convention in Buffalo, New York, 
in 1959, he received the Clint Dunagan Award, honoring 
him as one of the ten outstanding National Directors 
in the nation from more than 287, and was further hon- 
ored by being the top man out of the ten selected. 


Mr. Spillman is now vice-president of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Vero Beach and Indian River County, 
and has been on the board of directors of that body for 
three years. He is past president of the Vero Beach 
Kiwanis Club and past lieutenant governor of the Flor- 
ida District of Kiwanis International. He was appointed 
by Governor Collins to the Indian River County Forest 
Committee, of which he was chairman; was a member 
of the Governor’s Citizens Tax Council; and is a mem- 
ber of the Tax Stabilization and Debt Safety Committee 
for the City of Vero Beach, and one of the top ten men 
from the field of finance who are responsible for long- 
range planning for money expenditures and bond in- 
debtedness for the city. He is also chairman of the 
joint City and Chamber of Commerce Industrial De- 
velopment Committee. 


He served as treasurer of the Indian River County 
Tuberculosis and Health Association four years, as 
treasurer of the Heart Fund four years, as treasurer of 
the Polio Fund two years, and as co-chairman of the 
local Red Cross one year; and received certificates for 
meritorious service from the Tuberculosis and Health 
Association, the Heart Fund and the Red Cross. He is 
a member of the Hospital Association, the Youth Cen- 
ter, the Boy Scouts, the Quarter Back Club, the Sem- 
inole Boosters, the American Legion and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Elks Lodge #1774, Vero Lodge #250 F. 
& A. M., and the First Baptist Church of Vero Beach. 
He is a life member of Florida State University Alumni 
Association and Theta Chi social fraternity of the Flor- 
ida State University. Boating, fishing and hunting are 
his favorite sports, and he has a workable collection of 
guns. 

On April 17, 1949, at Tallahassee, Robert Chapman 
Spillman married Ruth Ruby Norwood, who was born 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


in Tallahassee April 9, 1928, daughter of Robert R. and 


Willie Mae (Daniels) Norwood. They have two children: 


1. Brenda Delores, born February 12, 1950, in Talla- 
hassee. 
2. Daniel Robert, born June 18, 1955, in Vero Beach. 


MARION STOUDER HOEFLICH 


Marion Stouder Hoeflich of Fort Pierce came with 
her parents to Eldred on the Indian River when she 
was nine or ten years old. Her father, Horace Greely 
Stouder, (born: February 8, 1854, in Delaware County, 
Indiana; died May 23, 1922, at Fort Pierce) had been a 
cowboy in the midwest in his youth, ranging from Texas 


north through the Dakotas. For many years after that 


he was brand inspector at the Union Stockyards in 
Chicago. He came to Eldred, St. Lucie County, Florida, 
in 1903 and established a pineapple plantation, bringing 
his family down a year later. Mr. Stouder bought and 
laid out a subdivision on Oak Street (now Delaware 
Avenue) where he built his home, just opposite the 
brick high school which was then being built. His 
friends couldn’t understand why he built “so far out 
in the country” (one mile west of the Indian River). 
Mrs. Hoeflich’s present home is also in the original plat, 
still known as Stouder Subdivision on the real estate 
maps. 

Mrs. Hoeflich’s mother, Lettie Louise Green Stouder 
(born August 9, 1864, at Monroeville, Ohio; died De- 
cember 15, 1933, at Fort Pierce), was postmistress of 
Eldred for quite a while. 

Born in Chicago December 10, 1894, Marion Stouder’s 
education was begun in the public schools of Chicago 
and continued at the country school in Eldred. She then 
was sent to the Episcopal Fairmont School for Girls 
at Monteagle, Tennessee, and finally graduated from the 
Cathedral School at Orlando, Florida, in 1913 as salu- 
tatorian of her class. 

On August 3, 1915, at Eldred, Florida, Marion Stou- 
der married James Lynn Hoeflich, whose pineapple 
plantation adjoined that of her father. Son of Rudolph 
Kite and Edith Ridgley Hoeflich, he was born at Mays- 
ville, Kentucky, August 9, 1889. After they were mar- 
ried he had a citrus grove in White City, most of which 
he set out himself. When pineapples were no longer 
grown along the Indian River, he traveled for a whole- 
sale grocery concern, and later was a bookkeeper in 
Fort Pierce. Until his health prevented it, boating was 
his favorite hobby, and he also had a woodworking 
shop in his home as another hobby. He died at Fort 
Pierce January 12, 1941. 

Mrs. Hoeflich’s hobby is handweaving, and she is 
president of the Indian River Hand Weavers Guild. She 
is amember of the St. Lucie County Democratic Execu- 
tive Committee; the P.E.O. Sisterhood, past president 
of Chapter R; St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Fort 
Pierce, and has been treasurer of the Woman’s Auxil- 
jary since 1953. She and her husband were members of 
the Fort Pierce Yacht Club, he a charter member. 

Two daughters were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hoeflic 
at Eldred, Florida: Edith, now married to Gregory J. 
Luke of East Boothbay, Maine, was born July 22, 1916; 
Marion Esther, now Mrs. Marion H. Enns, was born 
March 18, 1918. Edith has four children: Lynn Ellen, 
Joseph Andrew, David Eric, and Timothy James. Ma- 
rion has one child, Marie Lynn. 

A brother of Mrs. Hoeflich, David Charles Stouder, 
born August 25, 1908, in Chicago, lives in Coral Gables. 
He married Frances Nadine Highbie of Lafayette, In- 
diana, and they have two daughters, Diane and Lettie. 


JESSE LESTER SWORDS 


Formerly in the same line of work in Peoria, Illinois, 
Jesse Lester Swords, contractor of Vero Beach, has 
been engaged in road construction and heavy excava- 
tion since coming to Florida in 1942, and is president 
of Swords Brothers McDougal Company, Inc., and of 
Swords and Sons Asphalt Company. 

Born in Peoria, Illinois, January 22, 1897, he is a son 
of William A. Swords, a contractor and farmer in Peo- 
ria, who died there February 22, 1915, and of Clara Jane 
(Stevens) Swords, who also died in Peoria. He attended 
school in Peoria and in Evansville, Wisconsin, where 
he specialized in bookkeeping and graduated in 1916. 
For a while he farmed in Peoria and during the winter 
was in the coal dealership business. He worked on his 
father’s contracting jobs off and on until 1926, when he 
established his own firm, the Jesse L. Swords Contract- 
ing Company, and engaged in road construction and 
heavy excavation work. 


Coming to Florida in 1942, he worked with his brother 
in Swords McDougal Company, Inc., until 1946, when 
Swords Brothers McDougal Company, Inc., was organ- 
ized and he became its president. Swords and Sons As- 
phalt Company was organized in 1955. Together these 
two firms have 65 employees and do work all over 
Florida. They did the paving for Miracle Mile Plaza, 
Vero Beach’s fine new shopping center, the lot for the 
Kwik Chek store in Vero, the grade work and filling for 
the Los Angeles Dodgers’ Holman Stadium in Vero 
Beach, a shopping center in Melbourne, and 17 miles 
of paving on roads in Indian River County for the 
State Road Department in 1959. 

Mr. Swords is a director of the Florida Road Builders 
Association, a past director of the Vero Beach Chamber 
of Commerce, a director of Indian River County Hos- 
pital Association, and is active in charitable fund drives 
in the area. He is a member of Vero Beach Rotary Club, 
Elks Lodge #1774 of Vero Beach (a charter member), 
Masonic Lodge #250, Vero Beach Shrine Club, Bahia 
Temple Shrine at Orlando, and Peoria Consistory, Peo- 
ria, Illinois. A Democrat in politics and Methodist in 
religion, he is a member of the Official Board of Stew- 
ards of the First Methodist Church of Vero Beach, in 
which his wife is also active. She is a member of the 
Vero Beach Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star 
and a member of the Vero Beach Woman’s Club. Deep 
sea fishing is one of Mr. Swords’ favorite relaxers, and 
travel comes second. 

He was married in Peoria, Illinois, on July 2, 1918, 
to Bessie E. Dietz, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Dietz, who was born in Peoria May 25, 1900. Two sons 
and two daughters were born to Mr. and Mrs. Swords 
in Peoria: 

1. Jesse Joseph, born January 29, 1919, died February 
28, 1919. 

2. Betty Laberta, (Mrs. John Dezzutti) born April 26, 
1920. 

3. Mary Jane, (Mrs. Rex Hailey) born August 18, 1922. 

4. Charles Eugene, born August 17, 1924. He married 
Marie Doss of Peoria. 


DANFORTH KIDD RICHARDSON 


A citrus grower in Indian River County since 1946, 
Danforth (Dan) Kidd Richardson is president of Grace- 
wood, Inc., and also owner of Bar G Ranch, located west 
of Vero Beach. He is very active in organizations 
pertaining to his business and to the economy of the lo- 
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cal area and the state, also in civic service and social 
organizations. 

Son of Danforth and Alice (Kidd) Richardson, he 
was born in Brooklyn, New York, April 27, 1919. He 
graduated from Pelham High School, Pelham, New 
York, in 1938 and attended Bucknell University at 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, until August, 1941, when he 
entered the United States Army as a private. After a 
year in the jungle on Panama in an anti-aircraft bat- 
tery, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 
April, 1943, at Camp Davis, North Carolina, and on 
separation from the service in December, 1945, held 
the rank of First Lieutenant. 

When he got out of the service in early 1946, Dan 
Richardson came to Vero Beach and became a citrus 
grower. His groves include one of the first blocks of the 
Pope summer orange, a late-bearing orange in the In- 
dian River section. Mr. Richardson’s ranch is a beef- 
fattening operation—he buys cattle, fattens them, and 
sells them to the meat packers. 

Mr. Richardson is a past president of Indian River 
Citrus League and of Florida Citrus Production Man- 
agers Association, a member of Florida Citrus Mutual 
and of Indian River County Cattlemen’s Association, im- 
mediate past vice-president of Florida State Horticultur- 
al Society, a member of the Indian River County Farm 
Bureau, chairman of the Indian River-Sebastian Drain- 
age District, nast chairman of Vero Beach City Planning 
and Zoning Board, and a past president of Vero Beach 
Chamber of Commerce. He has been a trustee of the 
Indian River Memorial Hospital for fifteen years and is 
a past president of the Rosewood Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher Association, a past moderator and trus- 
tee of the Community Church, past president of the 
Vero Beach Country Club, past president of the Rotary 
Club, a member of the Yacht Club and of Elks Lodge 
#1774. Golf, hunting and fishing are his favorite recrea- 
tions. 2 4 

On January 12, 1943; in New York City, Dan Richard- 
son married Marjorie Gilbert Hopwood, born in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, May 6, 1921, daughter of John 
Maitland Hopwood and Edna Grace (Whitford) Hop- 
wood. Her father, the founder and president of Hagan 
Chemical and Control company of Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, having previously spent two winters in Vero 
Beach, built a home there in 1939 and in the early for- 
ties became a citrus grower. Mrs. Richardson is a 
founder and past president of the Junior Garden Club 
of Vero Beach and is active in the Hibuscus Circle of 
the Indian River County Federation of Garden Clubs. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richardson teach the teen-age class in the 
Community Church Sunday School. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richardson are the parents of three 
daughters: 

1. Sandra Maitland, born April 24, 1944, in Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina. 

2. Nancy Danforth, born January 7, 1949, in Vero 
Beach. 

3. Susan Kidd, born October 6, 1954, in Vero Beach. 

Mr. Richardson’s mother is a member of the local 
artists group and has shown her pictures locally. She 
studied under Beanie Backus. 


WILLIAM JOHN MATHESON 


A progressive farmer, cattleman, dairyman and horti- 
culturist, William John Matheson of Palm City, Martin 
County, is the grandson of a pioneer of the Miami area 
who bore the same name. The original William John 


Matheson, who was a chemist in New York, came to 
Dade County, Florida, in the early 1900’s and developed 
Key Biscayne and a large area in what is now South 
Miami. His son, Hugh Merritt Matheson, gave to the 
City of Miami the land on the bayfront which is now 
Matheson Park. He was a farmer in Dade County and 
on the Florida Keys. 

Son of Hugh Merritt 4nd Ligoure (Hardy) Matheson, 
William John Matheson was born in Coconut Grove, 
Florida, June 23, 1912. He graduated from Johns Hop- 
kins University in 1937 with a Bachelor of Science de- 
gree in Biophysics and continued his studies in the 
graduate school for almost three years. 

In 1940 he came to Palm City and entered the cattle 
business on his 5,000-acre Crane Creek Ranch. This 
was a commercial beef operation. In 1953 he established 
Coastal Dairies with an all-purebred Guernsey herd, 
and in 1955 became associated with Boutwell Dairy of 
Lake Worth, merging to form Boutwell-Matheson, Inc., 
and moving the Boutwell herd to Palm City. His Coastal 
dairies won the Florida Dairy Pasture contest in 1953, 
and in 1955 at the State Fair in Tampa he had a clean 
sweep in the Guernsey cattle division, winning five first 
awards, and had the Grand Champion Guernsey bull 
and the Senior Champion bull in the dairy division. 

Since coming to Martin County Mr. Matheson has 
farmed various truck vegetables, lately on quite a large 
scale, and at present is growing tomatoes. His newest 
operation is growing cut roses for florists, and he now 
has close to 5,000 plants. 

He is a member of the American Guernsey Cattle 
Club and the Martin County Cattlemen’s Association, a 
director of Martin County Memorial Hospital and pres- 
ident of the Martin County unit of the American Cancer 
Society. He is also a life member of International 
Oceanographic Foundation, a member of Biscayne Bay 
Yacht Club of Miami, past commodore of St. Lucie 
Inlet Yacht Club of Stuart, an Elk, and a member of 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. 

During World War II Mr. Matheson served in the 
United States Navy. Commissioned an Ensign on July 


- 16, 1942, he was a Communications Liaison Officer serv- 


ing aboard the S.S. Mexico in 1943, and was awarded 
the bronze star on the area ribbon for his part in the 
operation in which the S.S. Mexico was under attack 
in the Sicily invasion off the coast of Palermo. On 
separation from the service his rank was Lieutenant 
Commander. 

Mr. Matheson was married at Coconut Grove on De- 
cember 27, 1937, to Faith Theresa Alexander, daughter 
of George Paul and Alice (Lynch) Alexander, who was 
born at Mansfield, Ohio, June 6, 1916. Their son, Paull 
Middleton Matheson, was born May 31, 1948, at Miami 
Beach. Mrs. Matheson belongs to the Stuart Garden 
Club and Martin County Memorial Hospital Auxiliary. 
She owns a registered quarter-horse mare. 


J. PATRICK CORRIGAN 


Son of a Texas oil man, Pat Corrigan is owner and 
manager of the Corrigan Ranch, located near Vero 
Beach. His father, Hugh Corrigan, Jr. (born August 
16, 1891, in Cisco, Texas), came to Florida on a visit in 
1942 and three years later moved his home to Wabasso. 
He bought two ranches, totaling 17,000 acres, west of 
Vero Beach and northwest of Fellsmere, and in 1947 
established a commercial cattle operation with his sons, 
Hugh III and Pat. On January 1, 1958, Pat bought all 
interests in the ranch, leaving his father and brother 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


_ still active in the oil business with their offlce in Vero 
Beach. The boys’ mother, Clementine Eleanor (March) 
Corrigan, was born July 10, 1895, at Duncan, then In- 
dian Territory, now Oklahoma. 


Born in Midland, Texas, November 28, 1928, Pat Cor- 
rigan graduated from Vero Beach High School in 1948 
and from the University of Florida with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Agriculture in June, 1956. Meanwhile 
he.served two years in the United States Army. Enter- 
ing October 28, 1952, he was with Division Head- 
quarters at Fort Riley, Kansas, and for eight months 
with the United States Army forces at Salzburg, Aus- 
tria; discharged in October, 1954, with the rank of ser- 
geant. 


When he finished college Pat Corrigan became man- 
ager of the family’s cattle ranch, and less than two years 
later took over the whole operation. They had started 
with Florida native cows crossed with Brahman bulls. 
In 1954 they switched to about 80% Hereford bulls, and 
at present have two separate operations; one a herd of 
purebred Herefords to produce bulls for use in improv- 
ing the commercial herd, which is now composed of 
about 1,000 brood cows. He plans to get his commercial 
cows as close to being Herefords as possible. The 
Hereford cow produces a better calf crop percentage, 
and the Hereford steers command a good market. He 
finds, too, that the docility which characterizes this 
breed of cattle makes them easy to work with. 


His cattle are grazed on 1,600 acres of improved pas- 
ture with a year-’round clover crop serving as the 
backbone of the grazing program in every pasture. He 
plans to double the amount of improved pasture. The 
bulk of the grass pasture is Pangola, and his ranch has 
a good system of irrigation and drainage ditches. 

Mr. Corrigan is a director of the Indian River Cat- 
tlemen’s Association, director and secretary-treasurer 
of Indian River County Farm Bureau, a member of the 
American Hereford Association, the Florida Hereford 
Association, and the Florida Cattlemen’s Association. He 
is also a member of Vero Beach Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, Elks Lodge #1774, the Community Church 
of Vero Beach, and Sigma Alpha Epsilon social frater- 
nity of the University of Florida. 


Pat Corrigan’s hobby is sports car racing. He drives 
a Porsche Carrera and has taken part in races at Day- 
tona Beach three times, once in Havana, and at other 
Florida tracks. Since his first two races, in which he 
finished second, he has been unbeaten in his class. In 
1957, with his brother and two friends, he went on an 
African hunting expedition and took all types of game. 

In Aztec, New Mexico, on October 28, 1954, Pat Cor- 
rigan married Patricia Porter, who was born in Bartles- 
ville) Oklahoma, August 3, 1931. Her father, James 
Porter, Jr., born in Graham, Texas, February 17, 1898, 
is a petroleum engineer with Cities Service Oil Com- 
pany and lives in Great Bend, Kansas. Her mother, 
Imogene Daniels Porter, was born in Lancaster, Mis- 
souri, January 24, 1903, and died at Vero Beach Decem- 
ber 29, 1957. 

Mrs. Corrigan graduated from Kansas State College 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in English and Edu- 
cation. She was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority in 
college and now belongs to the Beta Alpha chapter of 
Phi Beta Psi, a national civic sorority of which she is 
recording secretary. She is also corresponding secre- 
tary of the Indian River Hospital Auxiliary, a past 
member of the Board of Fellowship of the Community 


Church of Vero Beach, and vice-president of the Wom- 

en’s Division of the Indian River County Farm Bureau. 
On March 4, 1960, at St. Petersburg, Florida, the Cor- 

rigans adopted a daughter, Eleanor Christie Corrigan. 


HARRY CANNON GOODE 


The owner and manager “of Harry Goode’s Outdoor 
Shop at Melbourne, Harry Cannon Goode, is a grandson 
of the founder of Melbourne, Richard Walter Goode, 
whose wife, Jesse Scott Goode, decided the naming of 
the community, as described in the little book, “Thy 
Lighted Lamp,” by Amey Van Horn Hoag, wife of an- 
other grandson of Richard Goode. 

Harry Goode’s father, Alexander John Goode, was 
born in Villa Ridge, Illinois, and was three years old 
when, on May 6, 1877, his parents settled at Crane 
Creek in Brevard County, now Melbourne. He was the 
first mayor of Palm Bay, formerly Tillman, south of 
Melbourne, and was a Justice of the Peace (then called 
Judge) of South Brevard County. He married Mazie 
Calder, a native of Millan, Georgia, who is living in 
Palm Bay. Alexander Goode died in Melbourne De- 
cember 20, 1952. 

Harry Goode was born at Palm Bay on October 8. 
1914. He graduated from Melbourne High School in 
1935. For about a year he worked for Harry W. Cannon 
of Cocoa, then worked in the sporting goods business 
for B. B, Vinson in Fort Pierce. In 1938 he became ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Melbourne Chamber of Com- 
merce, and retained that position until he left for mili- 
tary service in World War II. Entering the United States 
Army in 1942, he served as a surgical technician with 
the 109th General Hospital in England. 

After the war he established his Outdoor Shop, sell- 
ing a line of fishing tackle, guns and archery equip- 
ment, with a complete repair department for his mer- 
chandise, including bicycles. When he was twelve years 
old he had come into possession of his grandfather’s 
Civil War Colt pistol and Sharps rifle, and now has 
a fabulous collection of workable firearms. His other 
hobby is plants, especially flowering shrubs. He has 
won many ribbons for plants he has shown and speaks 
before from twelve to fifteen Garden Clubs each year. 
He is also an amateur artist, painting mostly landscapes 
and fish. 

Mr. Goode is a past commissioner of the City of Mel- 
bourne, a past president of the Greater Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce, chairman of the Sebastian Inlet 
District (elected in 1948), chairman of the Water Safety 
and First Aid Committees and vice-chairman of the 
Disaster Committee of the South Brevard County Chap- 
ter of the American Red Cross, and a member of the 
Brevard County Citizens Safety Council. He is a past 
director of the Brevard County Sportsman’s Association, 
a member of the American Legion Post #81 of Mel- 
bourne, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Melbourne 
Yacht Club, the American Hibiscus Society, and Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church of Melbourne. 

He was married at Cocoa, Florida, in June, 1937, to 
Katharine Verina Weinberg, who was born at Cocoa, a 
daughter of Morris W. and Eleanor (Hatter) Weinberg. 
The Hatters are an old Cocoa family. Mr. and Mrs. Har- 
ry Goode are the parents of three children, all born at 
Melbourne, Florida. They are: 

1. Harry Cannon Goode, Jr. 

2. Richard Wesley Goode. 

3. Kathaline Ann Goode. 
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THE ROSSETTER FAMILY 


The Rossetter family took six generations to reach 
the Florida East Coast after the arrival in New England 
ef Edward Rossetter who embarked from Somerset- 
shire, England, in 1630 on the Mary and John with his 
son, Dr. Bryan Rossetter. Edward was assistant gover- 
nor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Dr. Bryan Rosset- 
ter lived in Dorchester, Massachusetts, until 1639 when 
he moved to Connecticut. It is said that he was the 
only physician in the Connecticut Colony at the time 
he moved to Guilford and that he performed the first 
autopsy in Connecticut. 


His son, Timothy, served in the Navy as a surgeon 
in the War of the Revolution from May, 1775, to Janu- 
ary 1, 1777. He then served on a private army ship. He 
came south after the War for Independence was won 
and lived in Sparta, Hancock County, Georgia, until his 
death in 1845. Appleton Wolcott Rossetter was his only 
son. He was prominent in the development of the State 
of Georgia and lived there until his death. After the 
Wer between the States his son, Arthur Rossetter, sailed 
down the St. Johns River to a location between DeLand 
and Sanford. After the freeing of the slaves the family 
could no longer operate the vast cotton plantation in 
Georgia and he thought that the new industry of citrus 
groves in Florida could be handled with the small assets 
left to him after the war. 


His son, James Wadsworth Rossetter, was the thir- 
teenth child and, fortunately for him, his older sisters 
had received their formal education in France before 
the war and were in a position to act as instructors for 
their brother. He attended college in Macon, Georgia, 
and was married to Ella Maude Rogero from an old St. 
Augustine family in 1894. They moved to Eau Gallie, 
Ficrida, in 1901. 

James Rossetter inherited his father’s interest in citrus 
and planted early groves back of Eau Gallie. He was 
also interested in cattle and experimented with a spine- 
less cactus for cattle feed. He developed the fishing 
industry in South Brevard County which at one time had 
the largest payroll in this section. His “run boats” for 
years were the chief contact with the outside world for 
the settlers of Canaveral and North Banana River. 
James Rossetter died in Eau Gallie November 19, 1921. 


His sons and daughters live in Eau Gallie and Mel- 
bourne. The daughters, Caroline Postell Rossetter and 
Ella Fort Rossetter, live in the old home where the first 
Catholic Masses in the area were celebrated. James 
Wadsworth Rossetter lives in Melbourne, Appleton 
Tomlinson and Charles Anderson Rossetter live in Eau 
Gallie. James was a Colonel in the Army in World War 
II, Appleton was a Commander in the Navy, and Charles 
was a non-commissioned Army officer. 


These descendants of the Rossetter family are vitally 
interested in Florida and particularly the East Coast, 
which their parents loved and helped to develop. 


ERNIE LABRONE BLACKBURN 


The principal business of Ernie Blackburn of Mel- 


_ bourne is transportation. He heads three companies . 


with distinctly different functions but all having to do 
With transporting a commodity; namely, Blackburn’s 
Transfer and Storage, Blackburn’s Heavy Haulers, and 
Arrow Fruit Company, an express fruit-shipping busi- 


ness. Mr Blackburn also plays an important part in 
the civic life of his community. 


He is a native of Xenia, Ohio, where he was born 
September 3, 1900. His father, James Henry Blackburn, 
was a grocer in Xenia, and died there August 1, 1925. 
His mother, who was Anna Etta Mowen, died in Spring- 


field, Ohio. Both parents were born in Green County, 
Ohio. 


Ernie’s education began in the public schools of Xenia. 
He subsequently attended the Miami University at Ox- 
ford, Ohio, Wittenberg College at Springfield, Ohio, and 
the University of Cincinnati, working his way through 
college over a period of years. His first job was selling 
insurance in Dayton and Xenia, and he continued to sell 
insurance until about 1941, when he became a propeller 
technician for Aero Products, a division of General 
Motors. During World War II he was loaned to the Army 
Air Force and worked in different locations all over 
the country. 


In 1945 he came to Melbourne, Florida, and estab- 
lished the Arrow Fruit Company, which in the last 
several years has been the largest express shipper of 
citrus fruits in the county. Until about 1956 he owned 
a thirty-acre grove in South Brevard County. His 
transfer and storage business began in 1948, when he 
rented a storage warehouse and one open truck. Today 
he has twenty-two trucks and over 18,000 square feet 
of storage area. For the first nine years he was an agent 
for Mayflower, but since October, 1957, his transfer 
and storage service is affiliated with North American 
Van Lines. Blackburn’s Transfer and Storage also has 
an office in Cocoa Beach. Blackburn’s Heavy Haulers 
was organized in 1957 for carrying full loads of heavy 
equipment, such as drag lines, on flat bed trailers, and 
has cranes for lifting such heavy articles aboard. 

Mr. Blackburn is a member of the Movers Conference 
and Florida Trucking Association, Indian River Citrus 
League and Florida Citrus Mutual, and Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce, which he served as president 
for three years. He was president of the Chamber of 
Commerce at the time the Air Force was considering 
a missile base on the east coast of Florida, and was 
influential in convincing the authorities that the old 
Banana River Naval Base (Cape Canaveral) was the 
place to locate. He was also instrumental in having 
the Civil Aeronautics Board approve Melbourne as a 
commercial stop, appearing before the Civil Aeronau- 
tics Board in Washington. For two years he was vice- 
president of the East Coast Highway Association, which 
covers U.S. 1 from Maine to Key West, and worked for 
the four-laning of this highway. He pioneered the open- 
ing of Babcock Street, running between Melbourne and 
Eau Gallie, upon which is now located Melbourne High 
School and the Melbourne Shopping Center. Mr. Black- 
burn was elected a city commissioner of Melbourne in 
1947 and served two years. In 1950 he directed the 
United States census in Melbourne. He is a trustee of 
the First Christian Church, a Mason of Melbourne 
Lodge #143, Bahia Temple Shrine, Orlando Consistory, 
and a member of Melbourne Shrine Club. 

In Springfield, Ohio, on December 27, 1946, Ernie 
Blackburn married Ruth Doster, daughter of John B. 
and Grace Leach Doster, who was born in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, February 16, 1904. Mrs. Blackburn is vice- 
president and co-owner of her husband’s business in- 
terests. Her hobby is flowers and plants and his is read- 
ing and sports. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


LOCK DAVIDSON 


Lock Davidson, Realtor of Melbourne, has been buy- 
ing and selling land since he came to Florida in the 
twenties, and about 1945 became licensed to sell land 
other than his own. Mr. Davidson was a civil engineer 
both before and after coming to Florida, and over a 
period of years owned extensive citrus acreage. As one 
of Melbourne’s oldest and most prominent citizens, he 
has played an important role in local government and 
is still an active participant. 

Born in Wichita, Kansas, February 28, 1884, he is a 
son of C. L. Davidson, who was born in Cuba, Alle- 
gany County, New York, in 1860, and May Louise 
Throckmorton from Martinsburg, Virginia. Both parents 
died in Melbourne; the mother in 1938, the father in 
1939. His father was in real estate in Wichita, Kansas, 
and came to Melbourne when he retired, about 1925. 

Lock Davidson graduated from Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology in 1908 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Civil Engineering. He carried on an engineer- 
ing practice in Wichita and built two dams in Kansas. 
In 1923 he came to Melbourne, and was a civil engineer 
in the Drainage District program. He owned 30,000 acres 
of land within the Drainage District and planted sev- 
eral hundred acres of groves at a time, selling them as 
fast as he planted them. He sold all remaining citrus 
interests in 1946. 

Mr. Davidson was Mayor of Melbourne for nine con- 
secutive terms and after that was city councilman for 
one term. He is now chairman of the Melbourne City 
Planning and Zoning Board; a member of the Florida 
Board of Realtors and the Brevard County Realty 
Board, past president of the latter; a past president of 
Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, and past president 
of Melbourne Kiwanis Club, which awarded him its 
Legion of Honor certificate for twenty-five years serv- 
ice. He is a member of the First Methodist Church of 
Melbourne and served that church as steward years ago. 

Mr. Davidson was married three times. His first wife 
was Florence Tuttle; the second, Margaret Heckman; 
and his present wife is Gloria Haultiwonger. The David- 
sons’ home is in Indialantic. 

Mr. Davidson had two sons and a daughter: 

1. Stephen Lock Davidson, who died in 1958, was 
married and had two children, Lock and Daniel. Lock 
is married. 

2. Charles L. Davidson is District Manager for the 
Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
covering Miami to West Palm Beach. He lives in Fort 
Lauderdale and has three children: Jody, Robert Lock, 
and Kathy. 

3. Eleanor Davidson first married Kenneth Miller of 
Pennsylvania and they had two children, Kenneth and 
Van Miller. She is now Mrs. William Reineking of New 
York, and they have a son, William Reineking, Jr. 
(“Billy”). 


CLARENCE WILLIAM NELSON 


A retired attorney who was prominent in real 
estate and investments in Miami and the Melbourne 
area, and at one time raised a small herd of Santa 
Gertrudis beef cattle, Clarence William Nelson began 
his career as a school teacher. 

His father, Charles Hart Nelson, born in Saybrooke, 
Illinois, June 16, 1868, was in real estate in the 
United States and Mexico. His mother was Ellen 


Turnbull from Fermanagh County, North Ireland, 
where she was born February 3, 1872. 


Clarence William Nelson was born in Chicago 
September 12, 1898, and had his early education in 
the public schools of Chicago. When he was ten 
years old the family came to Florida, settling first 
at Delray, and moved two years later to Merritt 
Island, where they homesgteaded. After two summer 
sessions at the University of Florida, Mr. Nelson 
began teaching in a rural school and in two months 
was promoted to assistant principal of the Eau Gallie 
High School. During the next five years, except for 
a period in the Army in World War I, he attended 
the University of Florida Agricultural College while 
holding his teaching position, and in 1922 received 
the Bachelor of Science in Agriculture degree. The 
following school year he was science instructor at 
Plant City High School. 


Seeing an opportunity in Melbourne, he went there 
in 1923 and for three years bought and sold real 
estate. While in this business he became interested 
in law and moved to Coral Gables to enter the 
University of Miami Law School, which was just 
opening. He graduated in June 1929 with the first 
law class of that university, received his LL.B. 
degree, and practiced law in Miami until 1950, when 
he moved back to Melbourne and gave his full 
attention to his real estate holdings. Owning property 
in four counties, he became known throughout Florida 
and Texas for his extensive real estate holdings and 
his herd of cattle. 


Mr. Nelson was a member of the Dade County, the 
Florida and the American Bar Associations, the 
Florida Real Estate Board, the Amercian Legion, a 
charter member of the Melbourne Kiwanis Club, and 
a member of the Episcopal Church. While a student at 
the University of Florida he was in the Reserve 
Officers Training Corps, 


At Gainesville, Florida, on September 15, 1940, 
Clarence William Nelson married Nannie Merle 
Nelson, who was born at Chipley, Florida, December 
28, 1908. Mrs. Nelson taught school in Florida for 
ten years previous to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. 
Nelson have a son, Clarence William II, born in 
Miami September 29, 1942, who at the age of seven- 
teen became a celebrity. His sketch follows. 


Mrs. Nelson belongs to a pioneer family of North- 
west Florida. Her father, John Wesley Nelson, was 
born in Chipley October 20, 1883, attended rural school 
in a log cabin, and was a farmer and cattleman in 
Chipley all his life. He was a county commissioner 
in Washington County and a member of the Baptist 
Church. His parents were Melvina Drucilla Jordan 
and John Nelson, a cattleman and farmer, who also 
was in the lumber and sawmill business. Mrs. Nelson’s 
mother was Eva Florence Harrell, born in Chipley 
December 8, 1888, whose parents were Alexander 
Leonidas Harrell, also a cattlheman in North Florida, 
born in Donalsonville, Georgia, April 1, 1858, and 
Nancy Alice Bryan, born in Faceville, Georgia, Feb- 
ruary 23, 1861. Eva Harrell and John Wesley Nelson 
were married in Chipley February 12, 1906. They 
had five children, all born in Chipley: 


1. Nannie Merle (Mrs. C. W. Nelson), born De- 
cember 28, 1908. 


2. Jewel Rex, born February 13, 1910. 
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TREY BAST. COAST OF -ELORID-A 


3. Farrell Leonidas, born June 16, 1912. 

4. Julian Wesley, born December 10, 1918. 

5. Donald Bryan, born December 13, 1920. 

Julian is living in Pensacola. All the others, except 
Mrs. Nelson, are living in Chipley. 


C, WILLIAM (BILL) NELSON ITI 


One wonders what the future may hold for a boy 
who, before his seventeenth birthday, had become so 
famous as a public speaker that he was swamped with 
requests to speak, not only by small local groups 
but by large organizations of business men and civic 
leaders, and had been invited to take part in a 
Crusade for Freedom tour of Europe, the only teen- 
ager in the group. 

Son of Clarence William Nelson, Sr. and Nannie 
Merle Nelson (whose maiden name also was Nelson), 
C. William (Bill) Nelson II was born in Miami, Flo- 
rida, September 29, 1942. A sketch of his father, 
including some information on his mother’s Florida 
family, precedes. Bill Nelson attended the Cushman 
School in Miami and Melbourne High School, from 
which he was graduated in 1960. His intention at 
this time is to enter the University of Florida to 
study law. 

Bill became interested in cattle when he was ten 
years old and joined the 4H Club. His father gave 
him a few Santa Gertrudis and he won many trophies 
from state fairs. He is a past state treasurer and 
vice president and is now president of the Florida 
4H Club, and the first junior member of the Breeders 
International; also a member of the county and state 
Cattlemen’s Associations. 


Young Nelson has combined success in his many 
extracurricular activities with high scholastic attain- 
ment, and also played on the baseball, basketball, and 
football teams in high school. He is a member of 
the National Honor Society and maintained the high- 
est grade average in all classes, graduatiing as co- 
valedictorian. In June 1959 he won the state-wide 
Florida 4H Public Speaking contest. 

He was district secretary and a member of the 
board of directors of the local Key Club, a high 
school boys’ service organization, and on July 4, 
1959, at the 16th annual convention in Toronto, was 
elected president of Key Club International (spon- 
sored by Kiwanis International), representing some 
50,000 Key Club members. His many speaking en- 
gagements and special trips during the year carried 
him throughout much of the United States and 
Canada and into Europe. Somehow, he managed to 
keep up his school studies while traveling. 


On the Crusade of Freedom tour he left New York 
October 15, 1959, with 67 businessmen and civic 
leaders, the only other Floridian being the mayor of 
Jacksonville. The party flew to Munich, Germany, 
where Nelson gave a talk over Radio Free Europe. 
From there they went to the West German-Czecho- 
slovakian border to observe the Iron Curtain; then 
to Paris, where they visited the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization; and, finally, to Lisbon, Portugal. 
On the return trip, from New York Nelson went to 
Chicago to speak at the Kiwanis International Coun- 
cil meeting. At the Kiwanis International Convention 
at Miami Beach in 1960 he addressed 14,000 members. 
_A member of the Baptist Church, he has delivered 


sermons in churches of various denominations. Near 
the close of his year as president of the Key Club 
International, he gave his own commencement address 
at Melbourne High’s graduation, the farewell address 
before the Key Club International Convention in 
Boston, and the Kiwanis Club in Melbourne; speak- 
ing eloquently, as usual, giving recognition to the 
many persons and groups who assisted and supported 
him during his year at the helm. He said that an 
“increase in faith” had been a source of’ strength 
in keeping his busy schedule and expressed apprecia- 
tion to his supporters, who had enabled him to find 
the “secret of life: service to our fellow man.” 


PURLEY EUGENE TUCKER 


An early settler in Melbourne, Purley Eugene 
Tucker came to that town when the population was 
three to four hundred and there were no paved 
roads. He has served Melbourne as mayor and tax 
collector and operated his own wholesale candy and 
tobacco business in Melbourne for a good many 
years. He has been with the State Motor Vehicle 
Commission for the past five years. 

Mr. Tucker was born in Clarksville, Florida, then 
Bailey, in Calhoun County, September 22, 1891. His 
mother, Lovey Saphronia Kendrick, was also a na- 
tive Floridian, born near Bailey in 1871, and died 
in 1910. His father, Michael Tucker, born in Irvins- 
ville, Georgia, in 1857, moved to Florida near Bailey 
when a young man. He lived at Willis for two years 
and then moved to Blountstown for the remainder 
of his life. He was a farmer. 

P. E, Tucker attended elementary and grammar 
school at Clarksville and Willis and high school at 
Altha, all in Calhoun County. He worked in a drug 
store in Blountstown for a couple of years, then at 
Alton near Mayo, Lafayette County, for less than a 
year. In 1917 he came to Hopkins on the east coast 
and worked as a clerk in the commissary of Union 
Cypress Company. In 1920 he was made manager of 
the commissary. Shortly after that he went on the 
road for Lewis Chitty Company, wholesale grocers 
whose main office was in Jacksonville, and was with 
this company for fourteen years. He then went into 
the wholesale candy and tobacco business for himself 
in Melbourne under the name of Tucker Candy 
Company, and carried on this business until June 
1955, when he sold it to Jack M. Jones of Mami. 
He began working for the Motor Vehicle Company on 
April 22, 1955. 

Mr. Tucker has been a director of the Melbourne 
Bank and Trust Company since 1955, He was Mayor 
of Melbourne in 1948-49 and was appointed tax 
collector in 1950 to fill in an unexvired term, He 
served two to three years in the Florida National 
Guard. He has been a Mason since he was twenty-one 
years old, is a past member of the Kiwanis Club, and 
a member of the First Methodist Church of Mel- 
bourne. 

At Blountstown on August 23, 1910, he married 
Gladys Mary Horne, born in Columbus, Georgia, 
August 31, 1894, daughter of Mary (Neal), a native of 
Florida, and Albert Jackson Horne, who was born 
in Marianna, Florida. Mr. and Mrs. Tucker have two 
children and four grandchildren. 

Their daughter, Dora Evelyn, was born in Blounts- 
town, Florida, May 12, 1914, and married William 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Langston Bass from Greenville, South Carolina. A 
son, Thomas Langston Bass, graduated from Duke 
University with honors, having been on the Dean’s 
List for six semesters, and is now taking a three- 
year course in Law. 

Thomas Eugene Tucker, born in Blountstown, 
Florida, July 16, 1916, married Helen Hutchison of 
Sanford, where Gene and family now live. They have 
three children: Jalie Ann, Mary Neal, and John 
Carson Tucker. 


THCMAS EUGENE TUCKER 


President of the Florida State Bank of Sanford, 
Thomas Eugene Tucker started in the banking busi- 
at the age of sixteen, before he was through school, 
and, excepting time out for further education and his 
war time service, has continued in that line of busi- 
ness since then. 

Son of Purley Eugene Tucker (see sketch) and 
Gladys Mary (Horne) Tucker, he was born in 
Blountstown, Calhoun County, Florida, July 16, 1916. 
On graduating from Melbourne High School in 1934 
he joined C. H. McNulty in the Bank of Melbourne. 
He resigned as Cashier in 1937 to attend Washington 
and Lee University, returning to the bank in 1939. 
In 1940 he was transferred to New Smyrna as As- 
sistant Cashier and continued there until he entered 
military service in World War II. 

Starting in the Air Force, he served one year as 
aerial photographer; then was a purser in the Mari- 
time Service for two years, serving in the North 
Atlantic. . 

Following his return to civilian life in 1944, Mr. 
Tucker was made Cashier of the Florida State Bank 
in Sanford. He became Vice President in 1950 and 
President in 1953, He is State Vice President of the 
American Bankers Association, Personnel ‘Committee 
Chairman of the Florida Bankers Association, Director 
of the Bank of Melbourne and Trust Company, Mel- 
bourne, Florida, and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the McNulty Banks. 

Mr. Tucker’s performance in civic affairs may best 
be estimated by stating the fact that he was chosen 
the Outstanding Young Man of the Year by the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce of Seminole County in 
1953, and was the Orlando Sentinel’s Man of the 
Week. He is on the Board of Directors of the Sanford 
Chamber of Commerce, a Rotarian, treasurer of the 
American Cancer Society in Seminole County, Finance 
Chairman of the Committee of One Hundred. former 
Chairman of the Board of the Seminole Memorial 
Hospital and former President of the Fernald Laugh- 
ton Memorial Hospital, and is an active worker and 
one of the chairmen of the United Fund. He is a 
member of the United States Navy League, a member 
of the Presbyterian Church, and is currently the 
tennis champion of Sanford. 

On August 31, 1946, in Sanford he married Helen 
Carson Hutchison, born in Sanford August 31, 1925, 
a daughter of Lt. General Joseph Carson Hutchison 
and Ann (Whitner) Hutchison, the mother also a 
Native of Sanford. Her father was born in South 
Carolina in 1896. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Eugene 
Tucker are the parents of three children, born in 
Sanford: 

1, Jalie Ann, born March 31, 1954; 

2. Mary Neal, born November 4, 1955; 

3. John Carson, born March 13, 1958. 


EVELYN RODGERS CALMES STEWART 


Mrs, William Woodford Thomas Stewart of Merritt 
Island, owner of a large estate of most unusual 
beauty, is loved and respected in her community, 
where she is known as a person who gets things 
done. She has fought persistently for the preservation 
of the natural beauty of¢ Florida, particularly on 
Merritt Island. Through her diligent work and by 
financing some of its original structure, she is re- 
sponsible for the creation of the Brevard County 
Zoning Board. She works with the Izaak Walton 
League and the Audubon Society for conservation 
of Florida’s wild life and waterways, fighting against 
the emptying of salt water into fresh waters. Her 
beautiful estate on Merritt Island is a bird sanctuary 
where flamingoes and other rare Florida birds and 
animals have’ found refuge from the progress of 
civilization which has robbed them of their native 
haunts. 

Born in Brooksville, Mississippi, July 8, 1895, Mrs. 
Stewart is a daughter of Jo Ella Rodgers and William 
Pratt Calmes, both natives of Brooksville, Mississippi, 
where her father owned a plantation and was a 
cotton broker. Her parents came from a long line of 
doctors and soldiers who were active in both the Rev- 
olutionary War and the War Between the States, and 
both were born during the latter war. Her maternal 
ancestor, Thomas Rodgers, who came to Massachu- 
setts, was a passenger on the Mayflower and signed 
the Mayflower Pact. Her paternal French Huguenot 
ancestor, Marquis Guillaume de la Calmes I, was 
one of the early settlers in Virginia, after the Edict 
of Nantes. 

Evelyn Calmes attended public school in Brooks- 
ville and Meridian, Mississippi, graduated from the 
Meridian School of Music, and spent one year at 
Converse College, Spartanburg, South Carolina. 

In 1916 in Meridian she married Edmund Webb 
Von Hasseln, who was born in Anderson, South 
Carolina, a descendant of a long line of Virginia 
and South Carolina ancestors. Mr. Von Hasseln’s 
family in Germany were of the nobility and one of 
Germany’s most prominent families. He was an 
insurance adjustor in Jacksonville, Florida, where he 
brought his bride, and they lived there until No- 
vember 1918. They then went to New York and lived 
there until Mr. Von Hasseln’s death in 1933. 

During the last three years in New York Mrs. 
Von Hasseln had her own business as an interior 
decorator in Pelham Manor, After her husband’s 
death she came to Palm Beach and became interested 
in Florida real estate. She bought property in Miami 
Beach, Cocoa Beach and on Merritt Island, being par- 
ticularly interested in exclusive residential develop- 
ments. 

In September 1933, in Juarez, Mexico, Mrs. Von 
Hasseln married William Woodford Thomas Stewart 
of Palm Beach, Florida, a descendant of a famous 
line of Scottish, English and Dutch ancestry. Shortly 
before his death he was in line for the title of Earl 
of Blantyre. He was a civil engineer and a great 
athlete and sportsman. He was very active on the 
Mississippi and Louisiana Gulf Coast, developing 
railroads, building hotels, hospitals, utilities, sea 
walls and transit lines, and also owned lumber camps, 
which led to the investment field. During World War 
I he built ships for the United States Government. 

Mr. Stewart first came to Florida to live in 1926 
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and returned in 1937. He and Mrs. Stewart owned 
a home in Palm Beach on Chilean Avenue, With the 
intention of building, he bought property at Miami 
Beach which is now leased for 99 years. He acquired 
ownership of Royal Island in the Bahamas, property 
on Eluthera Island and on Bay Street, Nassau, and 
in 1935 bought the land on Merritt Island and began 
developing Hacienda del Sol. Mr. Stewart died No- 
vember 30, 1956. 

Hacienda del Sol preserves the natural beauty of 
the grounds, giving the visitor the feeling of having 
slipped back into the past, seeing the vision of primi- 
tive beauty that must have met the eyes of Florida’s 
early settlers. Like a jewel in this lovely setting, 
Mrs. Stewart’s home reflects her exquisite taste. Its 
interior furnishings beggar description. 

Mrs. Stewart is president of Hacienda del Sol, 
Inc., Chairman of the Board of the South Merritt 
Island Property Owners’ Association, which she or- 
ganized, and their first president. A member of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church of Cocoa, she was one of 
the founders of and a generous contributor to the 
church school and served on its board. During World 
War I she was active in Red Cross work and for 
several years after World War II she was Chairman 
of the Board of the Red Cross in Cocoa, She is a 
member of the Eau Gallie Yacht Club, the Audubon 
Society, the Izaak Walton League, the D.A.R. and 
U.D.C., and the Huguenot Society, Manakin Chapter. 
She cruises to her Bahama island on her yacht, 
Pols. lV”, 

Mrs, Stewart has two children: 

1. Edmund Webb Von Hasseln, Jr., a surgeon, born 
in Jacksonville, Florida, April 10, 1917, now living 
with his family in Carmel, California. He married 
Mercelia Louise Boyd of Santa Barbara, California. 
and they have had three children: Virginia Boyd, 
Edward III (who died in 1955 at the age of eight 
years), and Louise Calmes Von Hasseln. 

2. Mary Evelyn Calmes Stewart, born July 25, 
1934, who married Dr. Thomas Bryan Guyton of 
Miami. They have two children: Thomas Bryan Guy- 
ton, Jr., and Mary Evelyn Calmes Stewart Guyton. 

Mrs. Stewart has a hobby of collecting dolls, tiles, 
and objects of art from all over the world, and these 
collections are evident throughtout the house and 
grounds of the Hacienda del Sol estate. 


RUSSELL JAMES HOAG 
AMEY VAN HORN HOAG 


Grandson of the first white settlers of Melbourne, 
Florida, Russell James Hoag was born in Jacksonville, 
Florida, January 7, 1909. In 1922 he returned with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Turnbull Hoag, to reside in 
Melbourne. His father, a naturalized American citizen, 
was born December 14, 1862, in the North of Ireland and 
migrated to this country when he was nineteen years old. 
Prior to his return to Melbourne he had been Director 
of Internal Revenue for the Southeastern Section of the 
United States for a number of years. 

Russell’s mother, Grace Viola Goode, was the eldest 
child of the first white settlers in Melbourne, Richard W. 
Goode and Jessie Scott Goode. She was five years old 
when she came to Florida in May of 1977 with her 
parents, her brother Alec and sister Annie. Her sister 
Jessie was the first white child born in Melbourne. 
Grace was born at Villa Ridge, Illinois, November 28, 


1871, and died at Melbourne, Florida, August 12, 1953. 
In 1892, she married James Turnbull Hoag, who died in 
Melbourne, February 24, 1939. 

Russell’s grandmother, Jessie Scott Goode, was a 
dynamic personality who was vastly influential in the 
Republican Party of Florida and in Washington, D.C. 
In 1922 President Harding and Mr. Charles G. Dawes 
were her personal guests in Melbourne and dedicated 
the flagpole at the Melbourne Country Club. She was 
responsible for the first Bird Sanctuary in this area 
and gave lavishly of her money in the development of 
the town and golf course. Richard Goode, her husband, 
devoted his life to the development of the town. He and 
his father, John Goode, who followed him here, and who 
with Richard had been a horticulturist in Illinois, were 
responsible for the introduction of many rare tropical 
plants to this area. Richard was killed at the age of 68 
in a train accident at Chicago in 1912. He was buried in 
Melbourne, as was Mrs. Goode, who died in 1935 at the 
age of 84. She was born in Scotland in 1851 and came to 
this country at the age of fifteen. 

Russell Hoag graduated from Melbourne High School 
in 1927 and attended Massey Business College at Jack- 
sonville. He is now a sales representative of the Tri- 
State Culvert and Manufacturing Division of the Florida 
Steel Corporation of Tampa, Florida. He is a member of 
the Florida State Section of the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers. He was commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant in the United States Air Force upon gradua- 
tion from O.C.S. at Miami Beach in 1942, served as 
Captain on Okinawa in Combat Intelligence, going on 
inactive duty after the war, and was recalled during the 
Korean War to‘serve in the United States at Bergstrom 
Air Force Base in Texas and at George Air Force Base 
in California. 

He is a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Mel- 
bourne and Vero Beach Golf Clubs, the Eau Gallie 
Yacht Club-and when he lived in Orlando (1936-42) 
was very active in the Jaycees and the Kiwanis Club. 
His hobby is golf, for which he is widely known in 
Florida. He was High School Boys State Champion in 
1927 and has frequently been Florida Jaycee Champion. 
Because of his personal convictions, much of his philan- 
thropic contributions have been veiled by anonymity. 

At Rollins College Chapel, Winter Park, Florida, on 
April 24, 1936, Russell James Hoag married Amey Van 
Horn Robison. Amey has added her bit to the histories 
of Florida by writing a small book entitled “Thy Lighted 
Lamp.” Although primarily a history of the Holy Trin- 
ity Episcopal Church of Melbourne, it is not strictly 
limited to this subject but gives a little general history 
of the area, which was founded by Episcopalians. It tells 
of the founding of Melbourne, drawing a vivid picture 
of the people and life of the early days in that settlement 
and telling how it came to be named for the Australian 
metropolis by a broom straw draw in 1880. 

Amey Van Horn graduated from Alfred University, 
Alfred, New York, with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in 1921. That year she headed the Department of Biol- 
ogy and Zoology at Milton College, Milton, Wisconsin, 
and the following year (1922-23) was assistant in the 
Department of Natural Sciences at Alfred University. 
At both schools she was also Director of Women’s Phys- 
ical Education. She has written articles and stories which 
have appeared in national magazines and feature articles 
for newspapers. Two years of research preceded her 
writing of “Thy Lighted Lamp.” 

Amey is the daughter of the Reverend Theodore J. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Van Horn, a Seventh-Day Baptist minister, and Harriet 
W. Carpenter. Amey Van Horn was born at Ashaway, 
Rhode Island, October 24, 1899. Her father was born at 
Welton, Iowa, July 19, 1857, and died at Orlando, Florida, 
February 7, 1946. He came to Daytona Beach when he 
retired in 1936. Amey’s mother was born at Ashaway, 
Rhode Island, September 24, 1865, and died at Orlando, 
Florida, October 6, 1949. 


Mrs. Hoag was previously married in 1923 to David 
Vincent Robison, who died in 1934. To this union came 
two children, both born in Zanesville, Ohio. They are: 


1. David Vincent Robison, born July 6, 1924, who 
married Mary Alice Beaver of Kannapolis, North Caro- 
lina. He is now an architect living at Vero Beach, 
Florida. 


2. Daphne Ann Robison (Mrs. Fred M. Woodbury), 
born November 5, 1927. 


FREDERICK LEE McFARLIN 


Publisher and General Manager of The Melbourne 
Times, Frederick Lee McFarlin inherited his newspaper 
blood from his father and grandfather. The McFarlins 
are old settlers of northwest Florida, where Robert E. 
Lee McFarlin, Frederick Lee’s grandfather, owned the 
Gadsden County Times and later the Quincy Publishing 
Company, which two publications were merged in the 
early 1930’s. Fred McFarlin’s father, Henry Curtis Mc- 
Farlin, who was born and died in Quincy, Florida, was 
also a newspaperman, and when he lived in Eustis 
owned the Western Auto. store there. Fred’s mother 
was Edith Harding of East Orange, New Jersey, who 
died in Eustis, Florida. 


Born in his mother’s birthplace, East Orange, New 
Jersey, on March 28, 1927, Frederick Lee McFarlin 
began his education in the public schools of Quincy, 
Florida, continued at Eustis, and finished his senior 
high school year at Sewanee Military Academy, Se- 
wanee, Tennessee. He spent a year at the University 
of Florida before entering the United States Army in 
June, 1945, and served with the 26th Infantry Division 
of the First Army in Occupation duty, discharged as 
technician fifth grade on November 24, 1946. After his 
military service he attended Florida State University 
from 1947 to 1950. 

Starting in the advertising department of the Palm 

Beach Post Times in 1950, he became national advertising 
- manager of that paper. In 1955 he joined the staff of The 
Melbourne Times as business manager and in August of 
that year became general manager and publisher. The 
Melbourne Times was established by E. D. Oslin in 
1895, the first edition printed on April 5. R. H. Berg 
was the owner when it was sold to John H. Perry news- 
papers. It became a daily in 1952 and today has a staff 
of 45 persons. 

Mr. McFarlin is a director of the Melbourne Chamber 
of Commerce, past president of Melbourne Rotary Club, 
and a member of the First Methodist Church of Mel- 
bourne. He finds relaxation in a game of tennis. 


On July 24, 1949, at West Palm Beach he married 
Juanell F. Bailey, daughter of P. K. Bailey and Nell Jo 
Jackson, who was born at West Palm Beach November 
18, 1927. They have two children, born in West Palm 
Beach: Gregory Lee, on August 5, 1950; Gail Leslie, on 
July 18, 1953. Mrs. McFarlin is president of the Pan- 
Hellenic Association of South Brevard County. 


JOHN JORGENSEN 


On December 1, 1892, there arrived on the east coast 
of Brevard County at the tiny settlement known as 
Grant, a group of sixteen people comprised of Lars 
Jorgensen, his wife Marie, four daughters, his infant 
son John, who had been born in Florence, Minnesota, 
on August 14 of that year, a grandson Edmund Fred- 
erick, one year older, and a cousin of Lars, Christoffer 
Christensen. The other family was Jess Paulsen, his wife 
Christine, three daughters, a son and Mrs, Paulsen’s 
father. The Paulsens stayed only two years and then 
returned to Minnesota. The Jorgensens stayed on. The 
family, with the exception of the son and grandson, were 
natives of Denmark, having arrived in New York three 
years earlier, in 1889. 

They came from Minnesota by train as far as Jack- 
sonville and stopped over there on Sunday, there being 
no transportation out. The competition between the 
railroad and the steamship line was keen, and they 
were induced to go by steamship from Jacksonville, 
but after getting under way found that their railroad 
tickets were not good on the boat. They were put off 
at Palatka, where they waited for the train to go to 
Titusville. From there they went by stern-wheeler down 
the Indian River, coming in on the east channel, and 
transferred to small boats to get to the west shore. 
Lumber for their houses came down from Titusville 
and up from West Palm Beach by schooner, and was 
carried on the backs of men up the hill where the house 
was to be built. 

The other families there at the time were those of 
L. K. Smith, Peter and Edward Nelson and George 
Sanderson. On the other side of the river were R. T. 
Smith and Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Latham, who owned Oak 
Lodge, a boarding house. The settlement was named 
Grant by Mrs. Ed Nelson. R. T. Smith, not to be outdone, 
called his town Lee. The ticket agent in Jacksonville 
did not know where Grant was, but knew where Grant 
Island was. The only communication was by steamer 
and sail boat. Mail came twice a week by small boats. 
The Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Indian River Rail- 
road, as the Florida East Coast Railroad was originally 
called in that area, came to Grant in 1893. In the early 
days Indians often came to Grant to sell venison. Mr. 
and Mrs. Latham came to Florida from New York state 
earlier. They had homesteaded a place across the Indian 
River and called it Oak Lodge. 

Some of the famous people who visited Mrs. Latham’s 
boarding house were: John Burroughs, Newton Dexter, 
William Beebe and William T. Hornaday from the New 
York Zoological Society. They came here for speci- 
mens of wild life. Mrs. Latham also was interested in 
wild life. She had Indian mounds dug up and each year 
shipped a couple of carloads of birds, alligators, snakes 
and all kinds of plants to northern zoos. Up until some 
years ago there was a large shell mound south of Grant, 
a half mile long and 2,300 feet wide. This was eventually 
used up for road construction work. Mrs. Latham’s 
home burned down the night Halley's Comet was seen, 
in 1911. It had been predicted that the tail of the comet 
would hit, and it was at that exact time that the hotel 
burned. 

Lars Jorgensen bought property in Grant, raised pine- 
apples and worked in construction for a couple of years. 
He helped build the Royal Poinciana Hotel in Palm 
Beach. He also had a general store and a fish business 
and was postmaster of Grant for fifteen years. He died 
there on March 16, 1912. 
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Growing up in Grant, John Jorgensen attended its 
public school and worked for his father in the general 
store and at the fish house. About 1910 he worked ona 
well-drilling rig owned by his father and a partner, 
R. O. Couch, until he got his own rig, and for the next 
ten or twelve years he contracted well-drilling jobs. 

The fish business, along with the mercantile business, 
was the family’s financial pillar. They used to ship fish 
packed in ice in barrels by rail express to Georgia and 
northern markets. The present fish house, Jorgensen 
Fish Company, was built about 1940. John Jorgensen 
retired January 1, 1957, and the fish business is now run 
by his son-in-law, Marshall Richards. The post office 
in Grant has been in the Jorgensen family since John’s 
father was postmaster. His wife and sister have served 
in that office and his son-in-law is now postmaster. 

Mr. Jorgensen is a member, past president and past 
director of the Melbourne Lions Club, which he helped 
lo organize. 

He was married in Chicago on May 25, 1915, to Helen 
Louise Dineen, daughter of Frank and Lillian Dineen, 
who was born in Chicago July 3, 1893, and died in Grant 
August 1, 1956. The Jorgensens had four children, all 
born in Grant, Florida: 

1. Edmund Robert (“Red”), born November 24, 1918. 

2. Henry Lars, born August 3, 1920. 

3. Helen Marie (“Tommy”), now Mrs. Marshall Rich- 
ards, born April 2, 1926. 

4. Alice Joy, born October 27, 1934. 


HOWARD PHILLIP WINTON, 0O.D. 


Practicing Optometry in Melbourne since 1951, How- 
ard Phillip Winton specializes in visual training, contact 
lenses and industrial vision. He has a staff of three 
people assisting him. Dr. Winton is prominent in pro- 
fessional organizations and active in civic’ groups. 

He was born at Springfield, Missouri, June 23, 1925, 
son of George Lecompt and Emma Pearl (Schoonover) 
Winton. His father, who was a veteran of the Spanish- 
American war, was born at Red Cloud, Nebraska, June 
25, 1882, and died at Coral Gables, Florida, September 
20, 1953. His mother was born in Ness City, Kansas. In 
1935 Howard’s father swapped, “sight unseen,” a grist 
mill he owned in Winona, Missouri, for five acres of 
land in Broward County, Florida. There he had a 
truck farm and when he retired, in 1952, he was Super- 
intendent of Maintenance at Port Everglades. 

Howard Winton attended a Catholic school at Spring- 
field, Missouri, then public schools in Texas, at Cedar 
Keys, Florida, in Missouri, and finally at Fort Lauder- 
dale, where he graduated from Central High School in 
1943. Entering the Navy on February 1, 1943, he at- 
tended Ordnance School and served in the Pacific with 
aviation ordnance divisions; separated from the service 
in April, 1946, with the rank of Aviation Ordnanceman 
Second Class. 

After returning from the Navy Mr. Winton entered 
Northern Illinois College of Optometry, where he re- 
ceived his Doctor of Optometry degree in 1949, and did 
postgraduate work at the Illinois College of Optometry. 
He also studied at the Midwest School of Optics, Chi- 
cago. In 1950 he received his license to practice Op- 
tometry in Illinois and the same year was licensed 
in Florida. He came to Melbourne in 1951 and opened 
an office on Melbourne Avenue, moving to his present 
location at 410 Strawbridge Avenue in 1958. 

Dr. Winton is a past president of Central Florida Op- 


tometric Association and the Indian River Optometric 
Association, treasurer and state committee chairman 
for the Florida Optometric Association, and a delegate 
to the 1960 convention of the American Optometric 
Association. He is a member of the Southern Council 
of Optometrists, the American Optometric Foundation, 
and the Optometric Extensjon Program. 

In civic organizations he is a member of the Mel- 
bourne Junior Chamber of Commerce, past treasurer 
and secretary and now a director of the Rotary Club, 
a charter member and director of the Exchange Club 
of South Brevard County, a director of the United 
Fund Appeal, a member of the American Legion Post 
#81, Elks Lodge #1744, and the First Methodist Church 
of Melbourne. Fishing and travel are his hobbies. 

On June 29, 1946, at Melbourne he married Frances 
Jeanne Zellweger, who was born September 20, 1927, 
at Liberty Corner, New Jersey, daughter of Conrad 
and Bessie (Moreau) Zellweger. Mrs. Winton is presi- 
dent of the Florida Optometric Association Auxiliary 
and teaches Sunday School in the First Methodist 
Church. The Wintons have five children, the first born 
in Chicago, the others in Melbourne. They are: 


. Susan Lea, born September 6, 1948. 
James Howard, October 13, 1952. 

. Stephen Robert, January 27, 1956. 
. Gary David, February 3, 1957. 

. Carolyn Jeanne, October 25, 1958. 


Op wWrMr 


GEORGE WASHINGTON HOPKINS 


A pioneer developer of the East Coast of Florida was 
George Washington Hopkins, who founded the town of 
Hopkins, south of Melbourne, and Deer Park in Osceola 
County, about eighteen miles west of Melbourne. 

Born in West Virginia November 8, 1844, he was a 
son of Samuel Hopkins (born June 26, 1818) and Su- 
sannah Loar (born April 22, 1819) and a descendant 
of the Samuel Hopkins who was a signer of the Declara- 
tion of Independence. His education was gained in a 
country school near Blissfield, Michigan. His early 
work included gathering data for a directory of people 
living in several communities in Michigan. Later he 
and his older brothers were in the timber and saw- 
mill business at Bear Lake, Michigan, until just before 
he came to Florida in the 1890's. 

About 1901 he purchased a large tract of land in the 
west central part of Brevard County and the northwest 
part of Osceola County. There his first venture was 
raising beef cattle, in which he was extensively en- 
gaged for a number of years. About 1910 he established 
the Union Cypress Company which in time operated an 
immense saw and planing mill. Included with the plant 
were some thirty miles of standard gauge railway, run- 
ning from the mill at Hopkins on the Indian River and 
Florida East Coast Railway to Deer Park and several 
miles farther west. At Deer Park Mr. Hopkins also 
engaged in the production of naval stores in partnership 
with his son-in-law, William H. Kempfer. Becoming 
impressed with the great possibilities of the tract from 
the standpoint of agriculture, Mr. Hopkins and Mr. 
Kempfer finally concluded to open it for settlement 
and cultivation, and offered Deer Park farm lands at 
thirty to fifty dollars an acre and town lots from fifty 
dollars upwards. 

The esteem in which Mr. Hopkins was held by his 
contemporaries is shown in a letter, dated August 29, 
1916, written by State Senator Arthur E. Donegan to 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


William H. Kempfer, Mr. Hopkins’ partner in business. 
We quote: 


“I have just been reading the article written by 
Mr. George W. Hopkins advising the County Com- 
missioners how to build the road from St. Cloud to 
Melbourne most economically. The opinion of Mr. 
George W. Hopkins upon any subject of particular 
importance to any community merits public atten- 
tion, for the reason that he is himself an all around 
successful man of independent action with a long and 
useful career of achievement behind him. 

“If it be true that Florida is the playground of the 
rich, it is equally true that it is also the workground 
of some rich men, and Mr. Hopkins has proved the 
truth of this fact. He is a typical developer—a strong 
specimen of the old-fashioned type of hard-headed 
pioneer who blazed the original trail for Western 
civilization across the continent. Land and timber, 
two of our greatest raw commodities, are his pet hob- 
bies, and it is upon them that he founds his flattering 
faith in Florida’s future. 

“It is about fifteen years ago since he made his 
first Florida speculation in the Valley of the Upper 
St. Johns—a large block of both land and timber. 
At that time both of these commodities were a drug 
on the market. In a few years the Florida land mar- 
ket opened and the demand for Florida timber be- 
came active. Included among his holdings was a mag- 
nificent cypress tract—the ‘Jane Green Cypress.’ His 
speculation has quickly become a profitable invest- 
ment. 

“Soon after his purchase, Mr. Hopkins, with rare 
Sagacity and foresight, began to plan its economical 
development along practical lines of stock raising and 
drainage. Abandoning the old free range fetish he 
established a modern cattle ranch intelligently op- 
erated, fenced in a veritable empire tract of prairie 
and pine woods, and began to breed up the native 
scrub cattle. He also boldly tackled the gigantic 
problem of draining the St. Johns River across the 
divide into the Indian River by means of lateral can- 
nals leading out of the lands connecting the upper 
reaches of river basin. In both of these undertakings 
he was a pioneer and early demonstrated the breadth 
of his views and the strength of his faith in the fu- 
ture of his investment. Today there are dozens of 
modern cattle ranches in South Florida and drainage 
is the fashion throughout the State. 

“A few years ago Mr. Hopkins, with characteristic 
energy and determination, decided to develop his tim- 
ber holdings, with the result that today the flourish- 
ing town of Hopkins, beautifully located on the Indian 
River, contains the most expert cypress mill in Florida 
and is the terminus of the new railroad built by him 
across the St. Johns River to the town of Deer Park 
in the center of his vast and valuable tract of fertile 
lands. 


“Recently Mr. Hopkins has taken the lead in the 
formation under the State Law of the Upper St. 
Johns Drainage District, and it is expected that be- 
fore many months construction work will begin on 
the immense drainage system outlined by Dr. Isham 
Randolph of Chicago for the reclamation of the entire 
Upper St. Johns Valley, which project will be the 
culmination of the original pioneer hopes and ideas of 
George W. Hopkins, and he will go down in history 
as one of the great empire builders of the East Coast 
of Florida. 


“I have had the pleasure of being associated with 
Mr. George W. Hopkins since he first came to Florida 
and my observation of him has been that he is not a 
man with a desire to make money, but rather to spend 
it in the development of his large interests for the 
benefit of future generations. Mr. Hopkins, being 
advanced in years, could not expect to derive the 
large results in his time that will come from the 
great plans which he has outlined, and which will 
take several years to accomplish . . .” 

George W. Hopkins was married in Blissfield, Michi- 
gan, on August 4, 1868, to Ella Stuart, who was born 
in West Virginia September 1, 1845, and died at Mel- 
bourne, Florida, April 1€, 1930. Mr. Hopkins died Jan- 
uary 21, 1925. They had four children: 

1. Arlie L., born August 13, 1870, at Manistee, Mich- 
igan. 

2. Agnes, (Mrs. W. H. Kempfer), born October 18, 
1871, at Bear Lake, Michigan. 

3. Clare, (Mrs. C. C. Burgess), born August 21, 1876, 
at Bear Lake. 

4. Bess, (Mrs. A. A. Worcester), born June 21, 1885, 
at Bear Lake. 

Agnes Hopkins graduated from the Ferris Institute 
in Big Rapids, Michigan, and from the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor. On September 25, 1907, she 
married William H. Kempfer, who was born in Penn- 
sylvania, October 25, 1878, and came to Melbourne, 
Florida, from Madison, Wisconsin, in 1913. After her 
marriage Mrs. Kempfer was active in the Woman’s Club 
and the Garden Club of Melbourne, having served the 
former as president and the latter as treasurer. She 
died at her home in Melbourne on December 7, 1956, 
leaving her husband, two daughters and a son, and six 
grandchildren. 

As already indicated, William H. Kempfer became 
a partner with George W. Hopkins, his father-in-law, 
in the firm of Hopkins and Kempfer at Deer Park. He 
had a large cattle ranch in that area, now owned by 
his son, George Hopkins Kempfer. He also owned the 
Melbourne Wholesale Grocery firm, which he organ- 
ized, and which had chain stores in Eau Gallie and 
Cocoa. He was a member of the City Commission of 
Melbourne for several terms, an honorary meniber and 
past president of the local Rotary Club, past president 
of Brevard County Cattlemen’s Association, and served 
as a director of Brevard Hospital for many years. In- 
terested in all beautification projects, he played an im- 
portant role in the Riverfront Park area’s development. 
Mr. Kempfer died at the Brevard Hospital December 
Zi 5 LIDO. 

The three children of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Kemp- 
fer are: 

1. Katherine, (Mrs. Michael J. Doran), of Melbourne. 

2. Ella Clare (Mrs. Stuart A. Clark), of Cocoa. 

3. George Hopkins Kempfer of Deer Park. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Doran acquired the Nep- 
tune Hall Hotel at Bahama Beach, Melbourne, Septem- 
ber 1, 1953. First opened in 1941 by a Mrs. Jean Arnold, 
it was the first resort hotel on the northern Melbourne 
beaches. It has eighteen guest rooms overlooking the 
ocean, each with bath, hair dryer and recessed electric 
heater, and its dining fare has the Duncan Hines stamp 
of approval. 

Stuart A. Clark, who died June 21, 1958, at the age 
of fifty-one, was a native of Hutchinson, Kansas, and a 
resident of Cocoa for twenty-one years. He became 
sole owner of the Kempfer Food Store at Cocoa and also 
owned the Farmer’s Supply Store there. He served as 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


City Councilman and Chairman of the School Board. 
Mrs. Clark is now a department head of the RCA offices 
at Patrick Air Force Base. She has two sons, John and 
George. 

George Hopkins Kempfer married Carolyn Reed of 
Savannah, Georgia, and they have four children: Wil- 
liam, Reed, Doris, and Ann. Mr. Kempfer is past presi- 
dent of Brevard County Cattlemen’s Association, past 
vice-president and director and now treasurer of Flor- 
ida State Cattlemen’s Association, treasurer of Florida 
Beef Council. He has been a member of Osceola County 
School Board for the past ten years; is a member of 
the Silver Spur Club and helps put on the rodeo at 
Kissimmee. 


MAXWELL KENNEDY RODES 


The late Max K. Rodes of Melbourne, a member of 
a pioneer family of that community, who served twen- 
ty-two years as County Commissioner of Brevard 
County and eight years as Chairman of the Board of 
County Commissioners, was one of the most highly 
respected and widely loved officials in Brevard County’s 
history. 

Born near Fayetteville, West Virginia, September 5, 
1905, he was a son of Milton Baber Rodes and Ada M. 
Hedrick, now the widow of Claude Beaujean. Milton 
Rodes moved his family to Melbourne, Florida, in the 
fall of 1907. He ran a livery stable with his brother, 
Seth, and was with the Florida East Coast Railroad 
about fifteen years. He was Deputy Sheriff of Brevard 
County for at least twenty years, and another brother, 
John Baltzer Rodes, who had a grocery store in Mel- 
bourne, was County Commissioner of Brevard County 
for twenty-two years. A fourth Rodes brother, C. G. 
Rodes, now living in Ocala, was the developer of the 
early subdivision of Fort Lauderdale known as Venice. 

At Melbourne High School, from which he graduated 
in 1922, Max Rodes earned the nickname of “High- 
pockets” as a baseball pitcher. He attended the Univer- 
sity of Florida in 1924 and part of 1925, then business 
college in Jacksonville. He played baseball, basketball 
and other sports at the University and also played on 
City of Melbourne teams for many years. He was a 
member of Alpha Eta chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha fra- 
ternity. 


For ten or eleven years Max worked in two Mel- 
bourne clothing stores. Starting in 1934, he was asso- 
ciated with his uncle John in the grocery business for 
twelve years. In 1946 he joined the insurance and real 
estate firm of Kerr-Oudshoff as a salesman, and in time 
acquired an interest in the business. About 1957 the 
insurance business of this firm was separated from the 
real estate business, becoming Rodes-Oudshoff Insur- 
ance Agency, Inc., with Max Rodes as vice-president 
and secretary. 

Mr. Rodes was named to the District Three County 
Commissioner post in the spring of 1939 by Governor 
Fred Cone, filling a vacancy created by the death of 
John B. Rodes, his uncle. He was consistently re- 
elected to his seat on the commission by substantial 
margins, and during the last eight years was elected 
chairman by his fellow commissioners. As chairman 
he was greatly responsible for the formation of a Coun- 
ty Zoning Board, a Recreation Department, and a great- 
ly enlarged Public Health Department. 

The mosquito control program of the district, re- 
garded as the best in the country for the eradication of 


mosquitoes, was his pet project for a long time. During 
his last ten vears as commissioner he struggled effec- 
tively with gigantic road-building problems and dozens 
of other thorny situations that stemmed from the in- 
flux of people brought there by the Air Force Missile 
Test Center, which made Brevard the fastest-grow- 
ing county in the nation. But he was not one to brag 
about his accomplishments. Humility was the keynote 
of his personality. 

In 1960 Mr. Rodes was honored by the Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce with the Certificate of Good Govern- 
ment for an outstanding job in the field of better and 
more progressive government. Since his death, the 
Greater West Melbourne Recreation Committee unani- 
mously voted to name its new twenty-acre park in his 
honor. 

Mr. Rodes was a member of the State Association of 
County Commissioners, the Florida State Association 
of Insurance Agents, the Brevard County Board of 
Realtors, the Florida Board of Realtors, and the National 
Association of Real Estate Boards. He was a past pres- 
ident of the Melbourne Kiwanis Club, a charter mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias, and a member of the 
First Methodist Church, in which he served on the offi- 
cial board and in the choir. At one time he held eight 
offices in the church. His parents also were members 
of this church and Mrs. Rodes has been associated with 
the Youth Division of the First Methodist Church for 
twenty-seven years. 

During World War II Mr. Rodes was a member of the 
Auxiliary Coast Guard, jokingly called “the Hooligan 
Navy,” whose duty it was to patrol seventy-five miles 
of ocean beach and the seventy-five miles of Indian 
River waterway. 

As already indicated, Max Rodes was interested in 
sports and had taken up golf again for recreation. He 
was one of the most active and best-loved members 
of the Melbourne Hunting and Fishing Club for more 
than twenty-three years. Coming from a fami'y of mu- 
sicians, he was a member of the Melbourne Band for 
some twenty-five years. Milton Baber Rodes, his father, 
had been first band director in the Eau Gallie-Mel- 
bourne area. Nine members of the father’s family were 
musicians. 

Max Redes was first married in 1926 to Amy Green 
of Lake City, Florida, who died in 1928. On November 
26, 1931, at St. Petersburg, Florida, he married Gladys 
Kindel, daughter of Otey and Jeffie (Parsons) Kindel, 
who was born in Tennessee July 12, 1912. Their three 
children were born in Melbourne. They are: 

1. John Kindel Rodes, born September 14, 1932, who 
has already spent many years in the West and Alaska. 

2. Marceleen Elizabeth Rodes, born July 26, 1939, now 
a senior at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee. 

3. Thomas Maxwell Rodes, born April 26, 1945, who 
is attending Battleground Academy, a boys’ preparatory 
school in Tennessee. 

After an illness of several months’ duration, Max 
Rodes died at the University Medical Center in Gaines- 
ville on December 24, 1960. As he had appeared to be 
on the road to recovery, his death was a great shock 
to his family and to a multitude of friends. All down- 
town Melbourne business houses were closed for one 
hour while his funeral service was in progress and about 
600 persons attended the service. 

Many glowing tributes were paid to him. His business 
associate, Rudi Oudshoff, said in part: 

“It was my privilege to be associated in business 
with this man for many years. The longer I knew 
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him, the greater man he seemed, and I know this is 

how Max Rodes affected all the people who knew 

him. To know this man was to respect him as a 

gentleman at all times. His death deprives Brevard 

County of one of its finest leaders.” 

A newspaper editorial said: 

“A soft-spoken Christian gentleman with a God- 
given voice and a deep love of his fellowmen, Max 
was an unusual combination of old-school chivalry 
and a sacrificial citizenship as modern as tomorrow. 
The memory of his selfless devotion to duty as a 
public servant and to his friends, who are legion, 
will remain as a challenge as they face the future 
in this southland which he loved and served so well. 
The world is a better place in which to live because 
of Max Rodes.” 

The Board of County Commissioners and the State 
Association of County Commissioners and Melbourne 
City Commissioners adopted Memorial Resolutions at- 
testing to his selfless devotion to duty, his contributions 
to the progress of Brevard County and the well-being 
of all its citizens, and his high degree of integrity and 
character. The simplest and best of all the eulogies is 
expressed in his epitaph: “He was a good man.” 

In addition to his wife, two sons, daughter and moth- 
er, Mr. Rodes was survived by a brother, Greene Rodes 
of Melbourne, and a sister, Mrs. Erwin Howell of Pom- 
pano Beach. 


WILLIAM DAVID WEBB 


William David Webb of Melbourne has been carrying 
on a general insurance business of his own, representing 
Travelers and Hartford Insurance Company, since 1953, 
and is also a partner with his father in the real estate 
business. The younger Mr. Webb is a City Commis- 
sioner of Melbourne and is generally active in civic 
affairs. 

He was born in Jacksonville, Florida, September 16, 
1927, son of WD and Dorothy (Martineau) Webb. His 
mother is a native of Newton Falls, New York, and his 
father was born July 11, 1905, in Memphis, Tennessee. 
Both are living in Eau Gallie in a house that was built 
of native pine about 1885. With his parents, Zack and 
Ethel M. Webb, WD Webb came to Jacksonville from 
Memphis, Tennessee, in 1915, when he was ten years 
old. He was with Jacksonville Gas Company until 1939 
and then was a manufacturer’s representative until 
about four years ago (1956), when he became active in 
real estate in Melbourne. He is a member of the Mel- 
bourne Area Board of Realtors. 

Young William David Webb graduated from the 
Robert E. Lee High School in Jacksonville in 1945 
and had started his course at the University of Florida 
when he entered the Navy early in 1946. He served as 
a medical corpsman in two naval hospitals and was 
separated from the service in February, 1948. Recalled 
in the fall of 1950, he served with the Second Marine 
Division until early in 1952. Meanwhile he had returned 
to the University of Florida and graduated in 1950 with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administra- 
tion, 

After the Korean War he returned to Eau Gallie, 
where his family had moved from Jacksonville, and 
joined Arthur L. Thornton in the insurance and real 
estate mortgage loan business. On January 1, 1953, he 
bought the insurance part of this business and in 1954 
added a real estate department of his own, in which he 
was later joined by his father. They have a secretary 


and two saleswomen, and in the insurance branch he 
has an office manager and two clerical employees. 

Mr. Webb is a member of the Florida Association of 
Insurance Agents, vice-president and past secretary of 
the Melbourne Area Board of Realtors and was treas- 
urer of its predecessor, the Brevard County Board of 
Realtors. He is a director of the Melbourne Chamber «f 
Commerce, past president of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, and past vice-president of the Florida State 
Junior Chamber of Commerce; also a member of Bre- 
vard County ‘Board of Adjustments, now vice-chair- 
man. In November, 1959, he was elected a City Com- 
missioner of Melbourne for a two-year term. He be- 
longs to the Melbourne-Eau Gallie Elks Lodge #1744, 
in which he is a past leading knight; Melbourne Lodge 
#143, F. & A. M., Bahia Temple Shrine, Orlando Con- 
sistory, Melbourne Scottish Rite Club and Melbourne 
Shrine Club; also the First Methodist Church of Mel- 
bourne, in which he is a past president of the Men’s 
Club. 

He was married in Melbourne on April 14, 1949, to 
Ruby Rice, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry T. Rice, 
who was born at Mammoth Springs, Arkansas. Mr. and 
Mrs. Webb are the parents of four children Deborah, 
born December 9, 1949, at Gainesville, Florida; Pamela, 
born May 22, 1952, at Melbourne; and twins, Kenneth 
David and Keith William, born March 5, 1955, at Mel- 
bourne. 

Mr. Webb and his father have an old coin collection, 
but the younger man considers his work and his civic 
activities as hobbies. 


CHARLES EVERETT VARNER 


Charles Everett Varner is president of Coleman’s, 
Inc., the largest department store in Melbourne, and is 
also president of Village Inns, Inc., a chain of three 
coffee shops, located in the Coleman department store, 
at the Municipal Airport, and at Satellite Beach. 

Mr. Varner was born at Laurel, Mississippi, on April 
2, 1920, son of C. E. and Doris A. (Strickland) Varner. 
He graduated from Jonesboro (Arkansas) High School 
and from Mississippi State College in 1938 with a Bach- 
elor of Arts degree in Business Administration. 

Entering the United States Army in World War I, 
he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 1943, 
graduated from Command and General Staff School at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and was assigned to the 
Transportation Corps School at New Orleans, Louisiana, 
serving until 1946, when he had reached the rank of 
Captain. He is now a Major in the Army Reserve. 

Returning to Natchez, Mississippi, after the war, he 
was District Superintendent for a chain of variety 
stores there and served as Judge of the Fifth District, 
Adams County, from 1950 to 1953. He was a director of 
the Chamber of Commerce and a member of the Rotary 
Club in Natchez. 

Mr. Varner came to St. Petersburg, Florida, in 1953 
and for the next five years was associated with the 
large department store of Webb City, Inc., in which he 
was a director of the board. In December, 1958, he came 
to Melbourne as president of Coleman’s, Inc., which was 
established in 1950 by J. A. Coleman and employs forty- 
five people. ; 

Mr. Varner is chairman of the Lighting Authority of 
the City of Melbourne, a member of the Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce, the Eau Gallie Yacht Club and 
the Methodist Church. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


He was married at Jonesboro, Arkansas, on April 1, 
1939, to Bette Louise McDaniel, and they have a daugh- 
ter, Jean Ann Varner, born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
September 5, 1944. 


HARVEY BLAIR HUGGINS 


The President of the Bank of Melbourne, Harvey Blair 
Huggins, was one of the founding directors of that bank 
and became its first vice-president in 1934, After twenty- 
five years of service to the bank he became president 
in 1959. Mr. Huggins has been in the hardware business 
in Melbourne since 1936 and has been active in the 
civic life of that community. 

Born at Rincon, Georgia, June 18, 1903, he is a son 
of Charles Blair and Bertha Harvey Huggins, now Mrs. 
J. B. Bradley. His father was a merchant in Georgia 
and came to Florida in October, 1913, settling at Malabar, 
south of Melbourne. There he was a landowner and 
was in the naval stores business. He later built and 
operated a general store, and young Harvey worked in 
his father’s store while he was going to school. 

He graduated from Melbourne High School in 1921 
and for three years attended the University of Florida, 
where he played baseball and became a member of 
the Letterman’s Club. He later played semi-professional 
baseball in various Florida towns. From 1927 to 1939 
he was Postmaster of Malabar and was in the general 
merchandise business there, having taken over his 
father’s store. He also did truck farming at Malabar. 

Mr. Huggins is a member of the Florida Bankers 
Association, a member and past director of the Mel- 
bourne Chamber of Commerce, a member of Mel- 
bourne Civic Improvement Board, a charter member 
and past director of Melbourne Lions Club, a charter 
member of Elks Lodge #1744, and a member of the Eau 
Gallie Yacht Club. He was chairman and‘treasurer of 
the South Brevard Chapter of the American Red Cross 
and in 1957 was a vice-chairman of the Red Cross Fund 
Drive. He attends Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, in 
which he has been treasurer, vestryman and senior 
warden. Hunting and fishing are his favorite sports now. 

On March 23, 1926, Harvey Blair Huggins married 
Helen Peterson, who was born in Chicago February 17, 
1903. They have three children: 

1. Shirley Mae (Mrs. Ben E. Smith), born August 
27, 1927, at Malabar. 

2. Harvey B., Jr., born June 6, 1935, at Melbourne. 
He married Judith Heath of Orlando, Florida. 

3. James Bryan, born June 14, 1936, at Macon, Geor- 
gia. He married June Smith of Winter Haven, Florida. 


AUSTIN VAN CATTERTON 


President and General Manager of Mel-Eau Broad- 
casting Corporation, which owns Radio Station WMEG 
at Eau Gallie, Austin (“Chick”) Van Catterton has 
been in radio broadcasting since 1946 and is a musician 
with many years experience in military bands. 

Son of a farmer of South Carolina, Madison Frank 
Catterton, and his wife, Lottie (Harper), Chick Catter- 
ton was born at Walterboro, South Carolina, January 
26, 1913. He was educated in the public schools of South 
Carolina and Georgia, including Savannah High School, 
and at the age of seventeen joined the Marines and 
went to China. From 1930 to 1937 he played with the 
Parris Island Marine Corps Band and the Fourth Ma- 
rine Corps Band in Shanghai, China. Entering the 


United States Army in the fall of 1940, he played the 
trumpet with the 43rd Field Artillery Band. He was 
wounded at New Georgia in the Solomon Islands cam- 
paign, was awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze 
Star, and discharged in 1945 with the rank of Master 
Sergeant. 

When he got out of the Army in 1945, Mr. Catterton 
came to Melbourne and was publisher of the Melbourne 
Times for about three years. In 1948 he became manager 
of Radio State WMMB in Melbourne. In 1954 he moved 
to New Smyrna Beach and purchased an interest in 
Radio Station WSBB. Returning to Melbourne in 1955, 
he built the WMEG studio and transmitters at Eau 
Gallie and formed Mel-Eau Broadcasting Corporation. 
He is a member of the Florida Association of Broad- 
casters. For nine years he drilled the Melbourne High 
School Band, and during this time the band won many 
honors. 

Elected a City Commissioner of Melbourne in 1952, 
Mr. Catterton served two years and then was elected 
Mayor for 1954. He was an organizer and chapter ad- 
visor of the Melbourne Chapter of the Order of De- 
Molay, and is a member of Melbourne Lodge #143, 
Georgia Chapter #3 Royal Arch Masons, Knights 
Templar #24 of Cocoa, Bahia Temple Shrine of Orlando, 
and the Melbourne Shrine Club. He is a member of the 
Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club. 
(past president), the Baptist Church, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and the American Legion, which awarded 
him the Americanism Medal and named him outstand- 
ing Young Man of the Year in 1954. He also received a 
citation for Distinguished Service from the Disabled 
American Veterans, 

In 1945 in Melbourne Austin Van Catterton married 
Claudia Strange of that city, daughter of Dr. James W. 
Strange, a dentist, and Grace (Carr) Strange. The Cat- 
tertons now have three children: Austin Van, Jr., 
Candyce Clare, and Grayce Camille, all born in Mel- 
bourne. 


HOLLIS WALTON BOTTOMLEY 


For twenty years Hollis Walton Bottomley owned 
and operated the Dixie Bar and Package Store in Mel- 
bourne, and still owns the building in which it is 
located, which also contains a TV repair shop and two 
apartments. Previous to 1935 he did a number of things, 
mostly of an engineering nature. He served in both 
World Wars and has been very active in veteran, civic 
and social organizations. 

Mr. Bottomley was born at Brown City, Michigan, 
March 28, 1898, son of Walter John and Bernice Cynthia 
(Walton) Bottomley. His father was a jeweler in Brown 
City. He retired about 1925 and moved to Florida. 

Hollis Bottomley received his education in the public 
schools of Brown City, Michigan, Dalton and Varnell, 
Georgia, St. Louis, Missouri, Detroit and Highland Park, 
Michigan, including two years of college. Entering the 
United States Army in August 1918, he served in the 
student Army Training Corps. 

After the war he came to Grant, Florida, south of 
Melbourne, and worked with the Upper St. Johns Drain- 
age District as a topographical draftsman; then with 
the State Road Department in 1923-24 as note keeper 
and office draftsman in the area from Sebastian to Titus- 
ville. In 1925 and ’26 he was an instrument man with 
Phoenix Utilities Corporation. From 1927 to 1930 he was 
a grove engineer for Florida Gold Citrus Corporation. 
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During the next five depression years he did what he 
could. Finally, in 1935, he opened the Dixie Bar and 
Package Store next to the Van Croix Theatre on Wash- 
ington Avenue (Dixie Highway) in Melbourne and con- 
tinued to operate this business until 1955, when he sold 
it to his nephews, John and Andy Huy. 

Mr. Bottomley served as a lieutenant in the Florida 
State Guard from 1940 until July, 1942, when he joined 
the regular Army as an enlisted man and served in the 
South Pacific with the 808th Engineers. He is a charter 
member, past adjustant and past commander of Ameri- 
can Legion Post #81 of Melbourne, a past quartermaster 

‘of Chapter #32 of the Disabled American Veterans, and 
a former member of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
#4206 of Melbourne. 

He is a past secretary of the Melbourne Rotarian 
Club, in which he was active for twenty years; a mem- 
ber of the Melbourne-Eau Gallie Elks Lodge, Wally 
Byam Caravan Club, Tin Can Tourists of the World, 
the Order of the Good Time (oldest social club in 
America), the National Rifle Association, and the Ameri- 
can Numismatic Association. He has a coin collection 
and a large collection of workable weapons. From 1938 
to 1942 he held a private pilot’s license and had the first 
private plane based at Melbourne. 

On July 19, 1930, at Miami Mr. Bottomley married 
Edwina Harriett Vandewater, daughter of Arthur Jay 
and Harriett Emma (Bailey) Vandewater, who was born 
at Gregor, Minnesota. Her father came to Florida from 
Minnesota in 1913 and operated a grocery store at Mala- 
bar, where he also had a garage and filling station. Mrs. 
Bottomley is a member of the American Legion Auxili- 
ary. Travel is a hobby of both Mr. and Mrs. Bottomley, 
who have visited all the mainland states and twelve 
foreign countries. Their home is at 629 Melbourne 
Avenue. On their property is an early Melbourne swim- 
ming pool, long since out of use, which used to be a 
social gathering spot. 


THOMAS C. HOBBS 


An electrical contractor in Melbourne since 1956, 
Thomas C. Hobbs also has a cattle ranch in Dixie County 
on the Suwannee River. 

Born at Baker, Okaloosa County, Florida, March 24, 
1918, he is a son of Thomas Franklin and Minnie Lee 
(Kennedy) Hobbs. His father, who was born Decem- 
ber 23, 1888, in Coffee County, Alabama, came to Florida 
with his parents when about five years old. He farmed 
in Santa Rosa County and was a county commissioner 
and school board member in Okaloosa County. His wife, 
also, was born in Coffee County, Alabama, June 2, 1886, 
and died at Baker, Florida, June 15, 1951. The father is 
now living in Seattle, Washington. 

Following his education in the public schools of 
Baker, Florida, Thomas C. Hobbs came to Orlando in 
1936 and worked in citrus, testing fruit. He entered the 
United States Navy in the spring of 1942 and served 
with the Fourth Fleet in the South Atlantic as a Boat- 
Swain’s Mate First Class until October 16, 1945. 

After the war he came to Melbourne and worked as 
an electrician’s helper for Edge Electric Company and 
Reynolds Electric Company. On January 1, 1956, he 
opened his own business office on Vernon Place at New 
Haven Avenue and in September, 1958, moved to his 
present location at 212 Washington Avenue. 

About three years ago Mr. Hobbs began clearing his 
land in Dixie County on the Suwannee River and put- 


ting in Pensacola Bahia grass, stocking this pasture with 
Whiteface Hereford and Black Angus crossed cattle. 

He is a member of the Board of Electrical Examiners 
in Eau Gallie, Florida, a charter member of the Florida 
Association of Electrical Contractors, a member of the 
Greater Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, a member 
and past director of Melbotirne Exchange Club, and a 
member of the First Baptist Church at Eau Gallie. Ac- 
tive in Freemasonry, he belongs to Melbourne Lodge 
#143, Bahia Temple Shrine at Orlando, Orlando Con- 
sistory, the Melbourne Scottish Rite Club and Mel- 
bourne Shrine Club. Bowling, fishing and hunting are 
his hobbies. 

He was married in Americus, Georgia, June 5, 1955, 
to Julia Ruth Radford, born in Fullerton, Louisiana, 
July 5, 1917, daughter of George B. and Roselle (Ussery) 
Radford. They have an adopted son, William Javis 
Mills, born April 14, 1948, in West Palm Beach. 


SIDNEY MILTON PLATT 


Manager of the Hotel Melbourne on Highway U.S. 1 
in Melbourne, Sidney Milton Platt has held this position 
since 1933 and has been connected with the hotel since 
1925. Mr. Platt is also a cattleman, having had cattle on 
his ranches in Brevard and Osceola counties since be- 
fore 1920. He participated in one of the last three big 
cattle drives in the central part of the state, which were 
just as depicted in TV “westerns” of today, including 
stampedes, cattle wars, square dances and candy pulls, 
and gambling with matches, belts, saddles, etc., as booty. 

Mr. Platt’s family on both sides are long-time natives 
of Florida. Not very long ago a Melbourne newspaper 
published an article featuring his mother, Mrs. Kather- 
ine Mary Sumner Platt, or “Momma Platt,” in which 
she reminisces about the pioneer history of her family 
in Florida. She was born in Deer Park, thirteen miles 
west of Melbourne, in 1882, daughter of Mary Katherine 
Lanier and Daniel J. Sumner. Both her grandfathers 
were Florida trail blazers, though both were born in 
Georgia. Her grandfather Sumner came to Florida from 
Swainsboro, Georgia, after Sherman’s forces had de- 
stroyed all the family belongings. Her maternal grand- 
father, Isaac Lanier, had a narrow escape from the 
Indians when, with his brother-in-law, he left the fort 
near Micanopy, where the people of the area were 
staying for protection, to hunt for meat. His brother-in- 
law was killed. Mrs. Platt thinks that about four of her 
grandfather’s children were born in that fort. She re- 
calls seeing Indians from the Everglades coming to see 
her grandfather, bringing hogs for sale. He talked with 
them and bought everything they had. 

Between 1878 and 1880 Isaac Lanier brought his family 
and 5,000 head of cattle from Hernando County to Deer 
Park, then called Ocean Prairie. Mrs. Platt’s mother 
was the youngest of his thirteen children. She herself 
has seven children—four sons and three daughters. One 
son, Lansing, is in Pakistan with a Government agency. 
The other three, Cecil, Sidney and Giles, are all in 
South Brevard County. Her daughters are Mrs. Mildred 
Martin, Dixie (Mrs. W. S.) MacPherson of West Palm 
Beach, and Dorothy (Mrs. Earl) Partin of Kissimmee. Of 
their children she said: “The woods are full of them, 


-and you know there’s a lot of woods around here.” 


She has twenty-five grandchildren and twenty-one 
great-grandchildren. 

Mrs. Platt’s husband, Hiram Platt, who died in Mel- 
bourne in April, 1958, was born at Kathleen, Polk 
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BILOGRAPHICAL \SECTLON 


County, Florida, and was a cattleman in Brevard and 
Osceola counties. He served as mayor of Melbourne in 
1915 and as county commissioner of Brevard County, 
and was instrumental in having Highway 192 from Kis- 
simmee to Melbourne opened up. 

Born in Melbourne February 9, 1905, Sidney Milton 
Platt graduated from Melbourne High School in 1922. 
While still in school he served an apprenticeship in all 
phases of passenger and freight railroad service for the 
Florida East Coast Railroad, and when he got out of 
school he worked in the freight office at Daytona Beach. 
Late in 1922 he returned to Melbourne and was assistant 
to Mr. Elton Hall in the freight station there, remaining 
there until January, 1925; when he came to the Hotel 
Melbourne to assist in the operation of the building. 
He was made manager in 1933 under L. (“Andie”) 
Frazee, then owner. Charles H. Johnston is the present 
owner. For the past year (1959-60) Mr. Platt’s son, 
James, has been assistant manager. 

Sidney Platt is a past director and treasurer of 
Greater Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, a past di- 
rector and now honorary lifetime director of West Mel- 
bourne Chamber of Commerce, a director of the East 
Coast Highway Association, and a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Melbourne, of which his parents were 
charter members. His mother is a charter member of 
Melbourne Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

Mr. Platt had no military service in wartime but in 
the 1920’s had Citizens Military Training in Field Artil- 
lery at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and training in 
Engineering at Fort McClellan, Alabama. Horseback 
riding, aviation and hunting are his means of relaxing. 
He had a student pilot’s license years ago. 

At Titusville on April 1, 1936, he married Gwendolyn 
Towson, born in Irwin County, Georgia, December 24, 
1912, daughter of George and Loretta (Davis) Towson. 
Mr. and Mrs. Platt have six children, all born in Mel- 
bourne: 

1. Robert Milton Platt (son of a former marriage) 
born August 21, 1931. 

2. James Sumner Platt, born November 4, 1937. 

3. George Calvin Platt, born July 30, 1941. 

4. Linda Loretta Platt, born April 7, 1945. 

5. Dorothy Katherine Platt, born April 25, 1949. 

6. Gwenell Platt, born June 9, 1955. 


V. C. BROWNLIE 


The Brownlie Funeral Home in Melbourne was es- 
tablished in 1935 by V. C. Brownlie, who for forty-five 
years has been serving the needs of the community 
in this respect, and has also engaged in other lines 
of business. His son became manager of the Funeral 
Home in 1945, and in 1947 his son-in-law joined the 
firm. 

Mr. Brownlie was born at Pennington Gap, Virginia, 
March 30, 1893. His father, Thomas Adelbert Brownlie, 
was born in Indiana July 9, 1870, and died March 31, 
1955, at Melbourne. He was a railway agent for the 
L. & N. Railroad and had a mercantile business, Brown- 
lie and Sons, at Pineville, Kentucky. When he retired 
he came to Melbourne and spent the last sixteen years 
of his life living with his son. V. C.’s mother was Effie 
Smith, born July 1, 1870, at Georgetown, Georgia. 
She died in Melbourne August 29, 1954. 

The family having moved to Kentucky early in his 
life, V. C. Brownlie received his education in the public 
schools of that state and attended the University of 


Kentucky. He learned his profession at the Cincinnati 
College of Embalming. In 1913 he joined his father in 
the mercantile business at Pineville, Kentucky, and 
was there until he came to Florida. 

Arriving in Melbourne March 23, 1915, he joined the 
firm of Stewart Hardware as manager of the undertak- 
ing department, and remajned there for twenty years. 
In 1935 he bought out the undertaking department of 
the business and established the Brownlie Funeral 
Home. At the same time he formed the partnership 
of Brownlie and Beaujean, an electric retail business, 
in which he continued his interest until 1946, when he 
sold it. About 1935 to 1940 he owned and operated the 
Palm Garden Nursery, and from 1950 to 1958 he owned 
a forty-five acre citrus grove in South Brevard County. 

While in the citrus business he was a member of 
Florida Citrus Mutual, and they still carry him on the 
rolls. He is a past president and past director of the 
Greater Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, a past pres- 
ident of the Melbourne Kiwanis Club, a past lieutenant 
governor and member of the Legion of Honor of Ki- 
wanis International. In 1960 he completed his 25th year 
of perfect attendance in the Melbourne Kiwanis Club. 
About thirty years ago he was elected to serve on the 
School Board of South Brevard County. He is a charter 
member and member of the Board of Deacons of the 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church at Melbourne. Bridge 
and other card games are his favorite pastime. 

At Covington, Kentucky, on August 30, 1916, he mar- 
ried Olive Roberta Johnson, daughter of Daniel A. and 
Frances P. (Black) Johnson, who was born October 
12, 1895, at Barboursville, Kentucky. They have a son 
and a daughter. Their son, V. Conger Brownlie, was 
born in Melbourne October 7, 1917, and married Eliza- 
beth Jane Mahoney of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He 
is one of the founders, vice-president and director of 
the First National Bank of Melbourne, as well as man- 
ager of the Brownlie Funeral Home. The Brownlies’ 
daughter, Elizabeth Jean, was born in Melbourne April 
16, 1923. She married Bert S. Maxwell, who also is 
associated with her father’s business. 


JOHN MILTON CANNON 


John Milton Cannon has been running his own real 
estate business in Indialantic for several years now, 
having been associated with a Melbourne realtor for 
three years previously. Before coming to Florida Mr. 
Cannon was a manufacturer in Connecticut for more 
than twenty years. Although a resident of Indialantic 
(and of Florida) only since 1952, he has been very active 
in the civic life of his chosen community. 

He was born in Hartford, Connecticut, August 17, 
1904, son of Fannie (Forbes) and Clarence John Can- 
non, a real estate broker in Connecticut, and was ed- 
ucated in the public schools of East Hartford. 

From about 1924 to 1929 he was a salesman for the 
Coca-Cola Company in Hartford. He then founded the 
Savol Chemical Company of Southern Connecticut, 
manufacturers and distributors of washing fluids, and 
was president of this company until June, 1952, when 
he sold his interests and came to Indialantic. 

Mr. Cannon is a member of the Melbourne Area 
Board of Realtors, a past president and director of Mel- 
bourne Beach-Indialantic Lions Club, a member of 
Melbourne Elks Lodge, Melbourne Masonic Lodge 
#143, Bahia Temple Shrine and Orlando Consistory, 
and the First Presbyterian Church of Melbourne. He 
has been made permanent chairman of the Christmas 
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tree sales program of the Lions Club, his pet project. 
For three or four years he was Deputy Director of Civil 
Defense in South Brevard County. His political faith 
is Republican. 

Mr. Cannon enjoys fishing but gardening is his fa- 
vorite hobby and one that is shared by his wife, who 
is active in the local Garden Club work. She also col- 
lects antiques and is interested in interior decorating. 
She is past Regent of the Abigail Wright Chamberlain 
Chapter of the Daughters of American Revolution. 

Mrs. Cannon was Ruby Comins, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Comins of Hadley, Massachusetts, where 
she was born December 31, 1908. The Cannons were 
married June 30, 1928, and have a daughter, Nancy 
Lucia, born July 25, 1931, at Hartford, Connecticut. She 
is now Mrs. James McDermott. 


HAL ROSS HEGENWALD, JR., O.D. 


An optometrist in Eau Gallie since 1956, Hal Ross 
Hegenwald, Jr. was formerly in the jewelry business 
with his father in Daytona Beach. The firm of H. R. 
Hegenwald, Jeweler, originally established by Leon H. 
Rowe in 1898, was one of the oldest business establish- 
ments in Daytona. 

Through his wife’s family Dr. Hegenwald is connected 
with other pioneers of Daytona. Her father, Abartus 
Church Hankins of the Bartow Hankins family, came 
to Daytona Beach as a young man with his brother, 
William Hankins, and started a drug store which led to 
a chain of thirteen stores throughout that area. He 
was well remembered for his activities on the Daytona 
Beach Hospital Board; was president of the Daytona 
Beach Islanders, a class D baseball team, and active in 
many other civic projects. His family were early Flor- 
ida settlers. 

Dr. Hegenwald’s father, Hal Ross Hegenwald, Sr., 
was born February 22, 1893, at Montgomery, Alabama, 
where he had a jewelry store. He came to Florida 
about 1920 and died at Daytona Beach April 17, 1948. 
His widow, born Faith Meyer on March 18, 1907, at 
Springfield, Missouri, has kept her home in Daytona 
Beach. 


Born at Daytona Beach July 21, 1926, Hal Ross He- 
genwald, Jr. received his early education in the public 
schools of Daytona-and Hollywood, Florida, and grad- 
uated from Riverside Military Academy, Gainesville, 
Georgia. He entered the United States Army on No- 
vember 27, 1943, and served in the Infantry with the 
78th Division in Germany; received two battle stars and 
was discharged with the rank of staff sergeant in Au- 
gust, 1946, 

After his return from the Army Mr. Hegenwald at- 
tended the University of Florida for one year, then re- 
lieved his father of the operation of the jewelry store 
and took over its management after his father’s death, 
continuing to operate the business until January, 1951, 
at which time it was sold. He then returned to college 
and graduated from the Southern College of Optometry 
in 1956 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Physics and 
the Doctor of Optometry degree. Coming to Eau Gallie, 
he established his practice there and has been an active 
participant in the civic and social life of that commu- 
nity. 

He is vice-president of the Indian River Optometric 
Association, past president and past director of the Eau 
Gallie Chamber of Commerce, a charter member and 
director of the Eau Gallie Lions Club and chairman of 


its Eye Committee, a member of the honorary opto- 
metric fraternities Beta Sigma Kappa and Sigma Al- 
pha Sigma, a member of the Episcopal Church of Eau 
Gallie and of Rockledge Country Club. Fishing, skin 
diving and golf are his favorite recreations. 

Mrs. Hegenwald is active in Epsilon Sigma Alpha, a 
national women’s service sorority. As Joan Louise Han- 
kins, daughter of Abartus Church Hankins of Bartow, 
Florida, and Louise Dean Hankins, she was born at 
Daytona Beach December 30, 1930. Dr. and Mrs. Hegen- 
wald were married at Daytona Beach August 4, 1951. 
They now have four children: 

1. Dawn, born August 17, 1953, at Daytona Beach. 

2. Holly, born February 16, 1956, at Memphis, Tennes- 
see. 

3. Hal Ross, III, born November 11, 1957, at Eau 
Gallie. 

4. Bartus Hankins, born February 8, 19€0, at Eau 
Gallie. 


MILTON H. FULMER 


The Milton H. Fulmer family of Melbourne are a 
family of pharmacists. Father, mother and son are grad- 
uate pharmacists and even the daughters are studying 
pharmacy. To top it off, the grandfather (Mr. Fulmer’s 
father), Arthur C. Fulmer, was a pharmacist in Trion, 
Georgia, later in the druggist business in Cedartown, 
Georgia, where he also was president of the Liberty 
National Bank. Milton’s mother was Mattie Ada Mc- 
Clure. 

Born in Trion, Georgia, March 6, 1913, he attended 
public school in Cedartown, Georgia, and graduated 
from the University of Florida in 1934 with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Pharmacy. Employed by Bennetts 
Drug Stores, Inc., he worked in their Jacksonville store 
for six months, then in Lake City for six months, and 
in Gainesville for another six months. In the fall of 
1936 he went to Vero Beach and became a partner with 
Charles McClure in McClure’s Drug Store. He came 
to Melbourne in 1938, bought the Hotel Melbourne 
Pharmacy and established Fulmer Drug Company. Since 
then he has opened eleven drug stores and two pre- 
scription shops, the locations ranging from Daytona 
Beach on the north to Fort Pierce on the south and 
including, besides Melbourne, Titusville, Cocoa, Cocoa 
Beach, Patrick Shores, Indialantic and Vero Beach. 

Mr. Fulmer is a member of Brevard County and Flor- 
ida State Pharmaceutical Associations and, through 
Fulmer Drugs, a member of the Melbourne and Eau 
Gallie Chambers of Commerce. He is also a member of 
Sigma Phi Epsilon social fraternity at the University 
of Florida and of the First Methodist Church of Mel- 
bourne. He and his wife are Democrats. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Fulmer consider their work as a hobby. She is a 
graduate of the Crowe School of Pharmacy, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

As Eloise L. Cockfield, Mrs. Fulmer was born May 
25, 1913, at Millen, Georgia, daughter of Joseph C. and 
Ruth (Hillis) Cockfield. Her father, who was an ac- 
countant and merchant in Rocky Ford, Georgia, brought 
his family to Brooksville, Florida, in 1923. Eloise mar- 
ried Milton Fulmer on April 14, 1935. They have four 
children, the first three born at Vero Beach, the last at 
Melbourne. They are: 

1. Charles A., born September 3, 1937. 

2. Mary Ann, born December 26, 1941. 

3. Melinda E., born December 26, 1943. 

4. Sheila Katherine, born July 2, 1945. 
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Charles graduated from Mercer University, Macon, 
Georgia, in June, 1960, with a B.S. degree in Pharmacy 
and is associated with the family drugstore business. 
When he was a student at Culver Military Academy 
he was head of the Black Horse Troop and on the track, 
football and swimming teams. He is a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. 

Mary Ann is a graduate of Gulf Park High School 
- and Junior College at Gulfport, Mississippi, and is now 
in Pharmacy School at Atlanta, Georgia. Melinda also 
graduated from Gulf Park Junior College and plans to 
enter Mississippi State University this coming fall (1960) 
to study toward her B.S. degree in Pharmacy. Sheila 
is enrolled at the Bartram School for Girls in Jack- 
sonville. 


ADGER SMITH 


Following his father’s and grandfather’s lead, Adger 
Smith of Eau Gallie began learning the well-drilling 
business as soon as he was “big enough to shake a 
pump handle,” and has been at it ever since. Today he 
operates three rigs in Brevard County and employs 
four to six people the year ’round . 

Mr. Smith is a native of Eau Gallie, where he was 
born June 20, 1917. His parents were both natives of 
New York state. His father, Earnest Charles Smith, was 
born April 26, 1880, and died January 6, 1941, at Mel- 
bourne. His mother, Sarah (Near) Smith, died at Eau 
Gallie. Her father, Alexander Near, came to Eau Gallie 
about 1892 from Dutchess County, New York, and ac- 
quired property in what is now downtown Eau Gallie. 
He had a small fleet of lighters and a well-drilling rig, 
having begun drilling water wells in 1893. Adger’s 
father was a farmer in New York state. He came to 
Florida when his wife’s father died and took over the 
well-drilling operations. He married Jessie Saunders 
of Merritt Island about 1930, after the death of his first 
wife. Jessie Saunders died in 1956 in Eau Gallie. 

Young Adger Smith graduated from Eau Gallie High 
School in 1934 and about three years later took a busi- 
ness course through Massey Business College, Jack- 
sonville. In 1937 he took a job in the office of Eau 
Gallie Yacht Basin for four months; then for two and 
a half years had a job on a private yacht owned by 
Kempton Adams, during which time the yacht visited 
almost all Atlantic ports and the Bahamas. When he 
was married in 1940, his father gave him a partnership 
in the well-drilling business. 

Mr. Smith is a charter member, vice-president and 
director of Eau Gallie Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociation; executive secretary and director and past 
second vice-president of Eau Gallie Chamber of Com- 
merce; a member of Florida Well Drillers Association 
and National Water Well Association; a member of the 
Izaak Walton League (a national conservation associa- 
tion), and second vice-president of Brevard County 
Sportsman’s Association. For years he was in the Eau 
Gallie Volunteer Fire Department. During World War 
II he was vice-commander of the Melbourne Flotilla 
in the Coast Guard Temporary Reserve. Fishing, hunt- 
ing, and boating are his hobbies. 

Mr. Smith was married at Vero Beach on September 
28, 1940, to Gretelle Elizabeth Merrow, who was born 
August 10, 1918, at Winslow, Maine, daughter of Leon 
Allen Merrow and Lucille Victoria Dickinson, both 
living in Eau Gallie. Her father was born at Norridge- 
wock, Maine, August 23, 1898; her mother at Smyrna 


Center, Maine, October 10, 1900. Her father was an 
electrical contractor in Melbourne. About 1936 he be- 
came the franchised dealer for Green’s Fuel in Osceola 
and Brevard counties. He sold the Osceola franchise 
in 1946 and the Brevard franchise in 1949. Until recently 
he had a 160-unit trailer park on the beach. Mrs. Smith 
is active in the Melbousne Seventh Day Adventist 
Church. 

A daughter, Constance Natalie, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith in Melbourne on November 10, 1941. She 
is now Mrs. George Alfred Bruce. 


W. JACKSON VAUGHN 


Following in the profession established by his father 
in Melbourne in 1924, W. Jackson Vaughn has carried 
on a successful practice of law there since 1939. 

He was born June 11, 1914, in Vienna, Georgia, where 
his mother also was born. She was Pearl Jackson before 
her marriage in 1912 to William Glover Vaughn, who 
was born in Hawkinsville, Georgia, November 8, 1890. 
William G. Vaughn attended Emory University, 1908 to 
1911, and considerably later took up the study of law, 
being admitted to the Georgia bar in 1922. After one 
year’s practice in Vienna, Georgia, he came to Or- 
lando, Florida, and was engaged in the real estate busi- 
ness there until 1924, when he was admitted to the 
Florida bar. Establishing his office and home in Mel- 
bourne, he practiced law there with success and distinc- 
tion, and served as City Judge of Melbourne from 1930 
to 1933 and as City Attorney from 1933 to 1948. He died 
in Melbourne November 16, 1951. 

W. Jackson Vaughn graduated from the University 
of Florida in 1937 with an A.B. degree and received his 
LL.B. degree from the same university in 1939. He 
began to practice law with his father that year and, 
except for four years in the Navy in World War I, 
continued in that partnership until his father’s death 
in 1951. In 1952 Tom Waddell, Jr., joined him and the 
firm name became Vaughn and Waddell. He carries on 
a general practice of law in all Florida state and federal 
courts and has been City Attorney of Melbourne since 
1950. 


Entering the Navy in January, 1942, he was com- 
missioned an Ensign at Northwestern University, Chi- 
cago, and served in the American and Pacific theaters 
for the duration of World War II, separated early in 
1946 with the rank of Lieutenant Senior Grade. 

Mr. Vaughn is a member of the Florida Bar, a charter 
member of Brevard County Bar Association, a director 
of the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Brevard County, and a member of Melbourne Chamber 
of Commerce. He is a past president of the Kiwanis Club 
and a past lieutenant governor, a member of Elks Lodge 
#1774, Sigma Nu and Phi Delta Phi fraternities, the 
Melbourne and Eau Gallie Yacht Clubs, the Melbourne 
Hunting and Fishing Club, and the First Methodist 
Church of Melbourne, in which he serves on the official 
board of stewards. His father also was a member of this 
board and taught the Men’s Bible class. For recreation 
Mr. Vaughn likes boating and hunting. Mrs. Vaughn is 
active in Garden Club work. 


In Titusville, Florida, on October 17, 1946, Mr. Vaughn 
married Elaine Waring, who was born in Jacksonville, 
Florida, January 31, 1924, daughter of Otis G. and Louise 
(Curtiss) Waring. The Curtiss family are old settlers of 
the Indian River region, the old home place being at 
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Sand Point, where the first post office in that area was 
located. They were early citrus growers there. 

The Vaughns have five children, all born in Mel- 
bourne: W. J. Vaughn, Jr., Curtiss Glover, Lane Waring, 
Louis Edward, and Cynthia Louise. 


W. GLENN CARMICHAEL 


The president of Glenn’s Tire and Recapping service 
in Melbourne, W. Glenn Carmichael has been in the 
tire business from the beginning of his businss career. 
His father, Roswell Wylie Carmichael, was in the same 
business in Orlando in his later years, having moved 
there from Georgia in 1922. The father was born at 
Sharpsburg, Georgia, in 1887 and died at Orlando No- 
vember 13, 1954. Glenn’s mother, Mary Broadwater be- 
fore her marriage, was born in Georgia September 11, 
1896, and is living in Orlando. 5 

Born in Orlando February 29, 1924, Glenn Carmichael 
graduated from Orlando High School and entered the 
United States Army Air Force July 7, 1941. He served 
in Alaska and England with the 50th Fighter Squadron, 
11th Air Force, in aircraft armament work, and was dis- 
charged as staff sergeant on September 11, 1945. 

In 1946 he went to work for Witt Tire Company in 
Tampa and was with this company in Atlanta, Georgia, 
for a short time. Returning to Orlando in January, 1947, 
he became manager of Quick Service Tire Company 
and was there until September, 1952. In October of that 
year he moved to Melbourne and opened Glenn’s Tire 
and Recapping, which today is franchised distributor 
for Fisk Tires in Brevard County and offers complete 
tire and recapping facilities, employing nine people. 

Mr. Carmichael is a member of the National Tire 
Dealers and Retreaders Association, Inc., a director of 
Melbourne Chamber of Commerce and member of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, a director of Brevard 
County United Appeal, and a member of Melbourne 
Airport Authority, appointed by the city commissioners 
in 1960. He was elected to the Board of Directors of the 
South Brevard YMCA, in 1961, for a three-year term. 
He is also a member of Melbourne Kiwanis Club, and 
a member of the board of governors of the Tradewinds 
Club. His church affiliation is with the Eastminster 
Presbyterian at Indialantic, in which his wife has been 
Circle Chairman several times and president of the 
Women of the Church. Mr. Carmichael has held a 
private pilot’s license since November, 1946, and has 
his own plane, Beach Bonanza, in which he frequently 
flies to the Bahama Islands for deep sea fishing. Hunting 
is another hobby of his. 

On July 3, 1948, at Orlando he married Sara Ilene 
Medlin, who was born in Orlando July 25, 1929, daugh- 
ter of Charles G. Medlin and Laura Foote. The Footes 
have been residents of Central Florida for five or six 
generations and Mrs. Carmichael’s father has lived in 
Orlando for over fifty years. He is an executive of Or- 
lando daily newspapers. 

The Carmichaels have two sons: 

1. William Glenn, Jr., born January 27, 1951, at Or- 
lando. 

2. Charles Randall, born July 11, 1955, at Melbourne. 


ROBERT GILBERT GRAHAM SESSLER 


The president of Monocoupe Airplane and Engine 
Corporation of Melbourne is a man of wide learning and 
experience in many different lines of activity. Since his 


service in the Navy in World War II he has had a special 
interest in aeronautics. He is also president of Prinza- 
polea Gold Mining Company, Inc., of Siuna, Nicaragua, 
which company developed a suction dredge for gold 
exploration which is now in use and proving successful. 
And he is president of Caribe Investment and Develop- 
ment Corporation of San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Born March 9, 1908, at Roanoke, Virginia, Robert G. 
G. Sessler is a son of Jacob Louis and Rebecca (Gilbert) 
Sessler. His father was born in Montgomery County, 
Virginia, March 12, 1866, and died at Mount Hope, West 
Virginia, November 20, 1926. He was an engineer and a 
member of the firm of Sessler and Sessler, railroad and 
bridge contractors. Rebecca Gilbert Sessler was born 
February 25, 1878, in Russell County, Virginia, and died 
at Melbourne October 20, 1956. 


The education of Robert Sessler was begun in the 
public schools of West Virginia. He received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Chemistry from the Chemical 
Institute of New York in 1928, then a Bachelor of Arts 
in Business Administration from Columbia Institute of 
Commerce, New York, after which he did graduate 
study at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Blackburg, Vir- 
ginia. He did postgraduate work in Archaeology and 
Foreign Relations at the University of Mexico, Mexico 
City; studied Language and Law at the University of 
Hawaii, Honolulu; studied Government at Princeton 
University, Princeton, New Jersey, and at Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, California; took further studies 
in Business Administration at Mountain State College, 
Parkersburg, West Virginia; and, finally, studied 
Tropical Agriculture at the graduate school of the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 

Throughout most of this period Mr. Sessler was an 
executive in different family corporations. In 1940-41 he 
was in Mexico with the firm of Lesher and Fisher 
Plantations, Ltd., a London syndicate dealing in coffee, 
bananas and rubber. 


On September 10, 1942, he entered the United States 
Navy, was commissioned a lieutenant junior grade in 
Richmond, Virginia, and served with the Technical 
Division, Bureau of Ships, in Washington, D.C., then 
with the Naval Air Station at Norfolk, Virginia, as 
planing officer. After that he was assigned to the Army 
as a Naval officer in Port Control in the military govern- 
ment of Okinawa and Japan, and was separated from 
the service December 28, 1945, as a lieutenant com- 
mander, which is his rank in the Navy Reserve. 

After the war Mr. Sessler came to Titusville, Florida, 
where he was an organizer of the Indian River School 
of Aeronautics. In 1947 he organized Sessler Airmotive 
in Melbourne, handling surplus aviation supplies. In 
1949 he and his associates bought ihe Monocoupe Air- 
plane and Engine Corporation, which was located at 
Orlando, and moved the plant to Melbourne. They 
manufacture the Monocoupe, America’s first successful 
light plane, originally manufactured by Mono Aircraft 
Corporation, Moline, Illinois. It is the most popular 
and lowest-priced government-approved plane in the 
world, and one of the few planes sold with a guar- 
antee that includes the plane and motor as a single 
unit. 

Mr. Sessler has held a private pilot’s license since 
1929. He is a member of the American Ordnance Associ- 
ation and used to belong to quite a few gun clubs and 
attend gun tournaments. He is also a member of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association; a Mason of 
Mount Hope Lodge #103, West Virginia, Sewell Chapter 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


#24 of the Royal Arch Masons of Oak Hill. West Vir- 
ginia, and Mount Hope Commandery #22 of Mount 
Hope, West Virginia; and a deacon of the First Christian 
Church of Melbourne. He is listed in “Who’s Who in the 
South and Southeast” and in “Who’s Who in World 
Aviation.” 

On December 24, 1955, at Melbourne, Florida, Robert 
G. G. Sessler married Marie Josephine Wolf, who was 
born at Green Cove Springs, Florida, March 2, 1915. 
Her mother, Margaret (Loth) Wolf, was born at Hart- 
ford, Wisconsin, June 18, 1872; her father, John Wolf, 
was a native of Hoeflin, Austria, where he was born 
March 30, 1873. As a young married couple they came 
to St. Johns Park in the St. Johns River Basin and 
moved to Green Cove Springs in 1909. Mr. Wolf was in 
the lumber business. Both died at Green Cove Springs: 
Mrs. Wolf on April 3, 1944; Mr. Wolf on July 17, 1957. 

Mrs. Sessler operated Marie’s Riverview Restaurant 
in Melbourne from 1952 to 1958 and is now owner and 


'- manager of Riverview Rest Home at Eau Gallie. She 


collects antiques, specializing in French Provincial and 
Italian, and has some nice Chinese pieces. 


JAMES H. PRUITT 


Owner of a successful real estate and insurance busi- 
ness in the Melbourne-Eau Gallie area, James H. Pruitt 
represents Brevard County in the State Legislature and 
also served in other state and local civic capacities. In 
1956 and 1957 he was the recipient of the Eau Gallie 
Junior Chamber of Commerce Good Government 
Award. 

Born at Cartersville, Georgia, December 16, 1917, he 
is a son of Alex C. and Julie (Cain) Pruitt. His father, 
who was a contractor in Cartersville, Georgia, and in 
Cocoa, Florida, during the boom of the twenties, is now 
retired and lives in Winter Haven, Florida. 

After completing his education in the public schools 
of Cartersville, Georgia, James Pruitt came to Florida in 
1936 and worked as a salesman for Southern Baking 
Company in Melbourne. In 1940 he became owner of 
the Highland Motel in Eau Gallie. During World War 
II he served in the First Cavalry Division of the United 
States Army in the South Pacific and had the rank of 
sergeant when honorably discharged in 1946. 

He returned to his motel in Eau Gallie and in 1951 
established a real estate and insurance business in Mel- 
bourne, opening an office in Eau Gallie a short time 
later. Since then he has combined his two offices in one, 
located between Melbourne and Eau Gallie. He spe- 
cializes in fire and casualty insurance and has a staff 
of five assisting him. 

Outstanding in public service, Mr. Pruitt was ap- 
pointed to the Eau Gallie City Council in 1956 to serve 
an unexpired term and subsequently served a term as 
Mayor of Eau Gallie. He was chairman of the com- 
mittee for the Eau Gallie Civic Center, a pet project 
of his, covering an area of 12,000 square feet and hous- 
ing the Library and the Chamber of Commerce as well 
as the Civic Center building. At the present time he is 
chairman of the Juvenile Merit Board of Brevard Coun- 
ty, appointed by County Judge Virgil Conkling. In 
1958 Governor Collins appointed Mr. Pruitt to the State 
Welfare Board, on which he is still serving, and in 1958 
also he was first elected to represent Brevard County 
in the State Legislature. He has worked as a director of 
the United Appeal Drive for Brevard County and as 
chairman of the South Brevard Chapter of the American 
Red Cross. 


He is a member of the Melbourne Area Board of 
Realtors, an organizer and director of the First National 
Bank of Eau Gallie, a charter member and past presi- 
dent of both the Melbourne and Eau Gallie Lions Club 
and now a director of the latter, a member of J. W. 
Mathers Post of the American Legion of Eau Gallie 
and of the First Baptist Church of Melbourne. Golf 
is his recreation. 

On March 13, 1937, at Eau Gallie he married Mary 
A. Law, who was born in that town on July 4, 1918, 
daughter of Eva (Russell) and John Law, an old resi- 
dent and former mayor of Eau Gallie. Mrs. Pruitt is 
active in politics for the Democratic party. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pruitt have three children, all born in 
Melbourne: 

1. Lonnie Kent, born December 6, 1938, now married 
to Carol Johannessen of Melbourne Beach. 

2. Tanya Jean, born December 1, 1943. 

3. James Michael, born April 23, 1951. 


JAMES STEPHEN FOLEY 


Less than two years after opening his own real 
estate office in Melbourne, James Stephen Foley 
handled one of the largest real estate transactions in 
Florida’s history, and since then has undertaken another 
gigantic project which is to be a tourist attraction rather 
than a real estate development. 

Mr. Foley is a son of the late John R. Foley, a minister 
of the Primitive Baptist Church in Raleigh County, 
West Virginia, who passed away in September, 1960, at 
the age of 94, leaving 137 descendants. His life work 
was the Church, which he served as pastor for 57 years. 
For a combined total of 145 years he served three 
separate parishes, meeting once a month at each. James 
Foley’s mother was Nancy Tolliver, a relative of the 
Tollivers written about in “The Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine” by the late John Fox, Jr., of Bigstone Gap, Vir- 
ginia. 

The youngest of twelve children, James Stephen Foley 
was born in Beckley, West Virginia, February 23, 1920, 
and was educated in the public schools of West Virginia, 
graduating from Shady Springs High School, Beckley, 
in 1938. 

Until 1945 he was a clerk in a retail store in Beckley 
and at the same time operated a small farm. From 1945 
to 1953 he had a small appliance business in Princeton, 
West Virginia, and Bristol, Tennessee. He came to Lees- 
burg, Florida, in 1953 and soon afterwards moved to 
Orlando, where he remained only a short time before 
moving to Melbourne. Here he sold Fords until he got 
into the real estate business. For two and a half years 
he was sales manager for Ocean Realty Company of 
Cocoa Beach; then in November, 1957, he opend his 
own office in Melbourne under the name of Foley 
Realty. 

The transactions he has handled since then include 
several in Central America. Probably the largest local 
deal was the purchase in February, 1959, by Mackle 
Company for General Development Corporation of a 
48,000-acre tract three miles south of Melbourne, be- 
tween Palm Bay and Malabar, for a sum in excess of 
$18,250,000. Here they propose to build a half-billion 
dollar city to be known as Port Malabar. The property 
extends thirteen miles east-to-west between the Indian 
River and the St. Johns River and twelve miles north- 
to-south. 

About one year later Mr. Foley and associates formed 
the firm of Attractions, Inc., for the purpose of building 
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a huge missile observation tower six miles north of Eau 
Gallie on U.S. Highway 1. The 350-foot, 35-story tower 
will give the public a view of the Indian River section 
of Florida, the missile test center, Patrick Air Force 
Base and the stretch of ocean beaches. The observation 
platform at the 250-foot level will be reached by two 
elevators. The tower will be equipped with studios for 
broadcasting and there will be shops, restaurants and 
service facilities on the ground level. On the 16-acre 
site there will be space for lease to concessions such as 
a missile museum, motel, service station and wild life 
farm in proximity to the creek which runs through the 
property. 

Other principal backers of this project with Mr. Foley 
are Louis G. Olson of Melbourne, president of Attrac- 
tions, Inc., and John A. Whiting of Clermont, secretary- 
treasurer. 

Mr. Foley is also vice-president of Smokey Mountain 
Development Corporation. He is a member of the Mel- 
bourne Board of Realtors, the National Association of 
Realtors, the International Traders Association, Mel- 
bourne and Palm Bay Chambers of Commerce, a direc- 
tor of West Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, and a 
director of the Tradewinds Club of Melbourne. His 
church affiiliation is with the Empire Baptist (Primitive 
Baptist) of Groveland. Mrs. Foley is active in church 
circles and in the Parent-Teacher Association. Hunting 
and fishing are favorite recreations of Mr. Foley and he 
is often accompanied by his wife. 

He was married December 23, 1943, in Beckley, West 
Virginia, to Doris Violet Wood, daughter of Oliver N. 
and Ruth Thomas Wood, who was born October 29, 1924, 
in Los Angeles, California. Mr. and Mrs. Foley have 
five children, the last two twins. They are: 

1. Nancy Ruth, born March 30, 1945, in Beckley, W.Va. 
_ 2. Violet Ann, born January 26, 1948, in Beckley, 
W.Va. ‘ 

3. James S., Jr., born July 27, 1950, in Bristol, Virginia. 

4. and 5. John Oliver and Judith Kay, born March 
30, 1957, in Melbourne, Florida. 


LOUIS V. COLEMAN, JR. 


Coleman’s Pharmacy, originally established in St. 
Cloud in 1934 by Louis V. Coleman, Sr., now has four 
stores, two in Melbourne and two in Eau Gallie. The 
two Eau Gallie Stores are owned and operated by Louis 
V. Coleman, Jr., and the two stores in Melbourne by 
his brother, Perry J. Coleman. The subject of this sketch, 
Louis Coleman, Jr., is very prominent in the business, 
professional, and civic life of Eau Gallie. 

The Colemans’ parents came from northwest Florida. 
Their mother, Nell Wheat Coleman, born in Milton, 
Florida, February 10, 1890, is from an old Pensacola 
family. She is living in Eau Gallie and has been very 
active in civic and church affairs both in Eau Gallie and 
in St. Cloud. The father, Louis V. Coleman, Sr., was 
born in Lyons, Georgia, September 19, 1889, and came 
to Holmes County, Florida, with his parents as a boy. 
His father was in the mercantile business, and Louis 
Sr. had his first drugstore experience in Bonifay and 
Chipley, then in Pensacola. He came to St. Cloud, Os- 
ceola County, about 1925 and there was associated with 
J. Z. Roberson in Roberson’s Pharmacy until 1934, when 
he opened Coleman’s Pharmacy. The senior Mr. Cole- 


- man, active in civic and religious affairs, served as City 


Commissioner of St. Cloud. Moving to Eau Gallie in 


1943, Mr. Coleman assumed operation of the Eau Gallie 


store while his sons were in military service. He passed 
away March 15, 1946. 


Louis V. Coleman, Jr. was born in Orlando, Florida, 
September 22, 1916, He graduated from St. Cloud High 
School in 1934 and from the University of Florida 
School of Pharmacy in 1938 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Pharmacy. That year he became manager 
of his father’s store in St. Cloud and the father became 
semi-retired for health reasons. In 1939 Perry Coleman 
opened the first store in Eau Gallie and was its manager. 
The second of the present chain of Coleman Pharma- 
cies was opened in Melbourne, the third in Eau Gallie 
and the fourth in Melbourne. The St. Cloud store was 
sold in 1943 when both sons were in the service. Since 
1946 the stores have been franchised Rexall dealers. 

In addition to their drug business, the Coleman broth- 
ers and their associates are participating in the fabu- 
lous growth of Eau Gallie, “the fastest growing city on 
Florida’s East Coast,” by erecting over twenty-five 
commercial units. 


Louis Coleman, Jr. is a member of the Florida State 
Pharmaceutical Association and has served on its Exec- 
utive Committee, a past president of Central Florida 
Pharmaceutical Association, now president of Brevard 
County Pharmaceutical Association, and a member of 
the National Association of Retail Druggists. He was 
an organizer, vice-president and director of the First 
National Bank of Eau Gallie, a director of Eau Gallie 
First Federal Savings and Loans Association, and a 
director of the Eau Gallie Chamber of Commerce. 

In 1947 he was appointed to fill the unexpired term 
of a city commissioner and was re-elected for a two- 
year term, during which time he served as chairman 
of the Board cf Commissioners and chairman of the 
Finance Committee. Elected to the Brevard County 
Board of Public Instruction, he took office in January, 
1959: 

A member of the First Methodist Church of Eau Gal- 
lie, Mr. Coleman is chairman of the Official Board and 
chairman of the Building Committee, which has just 
built a $75,000 sanctuary and $17,000 parsonage and 
plans a $100,000 Educational Building. 

He is a past member of the Elks, the Odd Fellows, 
and the Kiwanis Club, a member of Phi Sigma (hon- 
orary Biology) and Rho Chi (honorary Pharmacy) fra- 
ternities at the University of Florida, a past president 
of the Eau Gallie Parent-Teacher Association, vice- 
president of the Drum and Bugle Corps Parents Asso- 
ciation, and was twice commander of the J. W. Mathers 
Post #163 of the American Legion. 

He entered the United States Army in April, 1941, and 
served as a non-commissioned officer in charge of the 
dispensary at the Second Army Headquarters in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, until November, 1942, when he was 
commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Medical Ad- 
ministrative Corps and became Detachment Comman- 
der of the 53rd General Hospital (a 2,000-bed hospital 
in England) where he was Medical Supply Officer. He 
was released from military service in February 1947 
with the rank of Captain. 

In Fort Benning, Georgia, on September 15, 1943, 
Louis V. Coleman, Jr., married Norma Dean Jenkins, 
born July 7, 1922, in Christiansburg, Ohio, daughter of 
Judson and Julia Jenkins. Four children have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Coleman in Eau Gallie: 

7. Louis V. III, born February 9, 1949. 

2. Dean Judson, born March 1, 1952. 

3. Cynthia, born November 26, 1953. 

4. Lauren Paul, born October 3, 1958. 

Mrs. Coleman has been president of the American 
Legion Auxiliary and the Eau Gallie Gardenettes. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL “SECTION 


ALWYN WALTER WILLIAMS 


An old-time professional piano player from the days 
of the silent movies, who also played with a traveling 
dance band, Al Williams has been a resident of Mel- 
bourne for thirty-five years. For the past ten years he 
has been a County Service Officer of the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, handling veterans’ affairs in South Bre- 
vard County. 

Son of Arthur Williams, who was a printer in La- 
fayette, Indiana, and New York City, and of May Chis- 
topher Williams, Alwyn Walter Williams was born July 
25, 1886, in Lafayette, Indiana. He graduated from Oak- 
wood High School, Lafayette, in 1905. His first work 
was playing in dance bands and even before he was 
through school he was a member of the Musicians 
Union. He had learned to play the piano at home. For 
two years he played in a theater in Lafayette, then in 
a theater in Indianapolis for four years. After that he 
joined The Virginians, a dance band that played in six 
states. 

Coming to Florida in 1925, he bought property in 
Melbourne and built a home on Highway US. 1. There 
he raised gladioli, and also played in local dance bands 
for some years. He still plays the piano, mostly for his 
own eritertainment. 

During the first World War Mr. Williams served as 
a corporal in in the 682nd Squadron of the Army Air 
Force in the United States. He is a member of the 
American Legion Post #81 of Melbourne, a past com- 
mander and for nine years service officer; also service 
officer for the Disabled American Veterans Melbourne 
Chapter #32, and a member of the Forty-and-Eight. 
He is very active in Civil Defense as a volunteer worker 
in the Auxiliary Police and Hospital Unit of South 
Brevard County. He holds membership in the County 
Service Officers Association of Florida, the Palm Bay 
Methodist Church and its official board. 

Mr. Williams was married in Melbourne on June 1, 
1935, to Mrs, Audrey Brooks Ashley (nee Fisher), who 
was born February 7, 1895, at Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia. She is active in the American Legion Auxiliary, 
in which she is a past state vice-president and past 
president of her district and local group; and is also a 
member of the Florida Children’s Commission, ap- 
pointed by Governor Collins. Her hobby is flowers. As 
for him, next to playing the piano he enjoys fishing. 


CLAUDE Hl. DYAL 


A real estate developer and builder and insurance 
agent in Cocoa, Claude H. Dyal also manages the grove 
interests of his late father. Mr. Dyal served as City 
Clerk and Treasurer of Cocoa from April, 1947, to Jan- 
uary, 1958, and during this time, in May, 1952, was made 
City Manager, the second man to hold that position in 
Cocoa. 

Claude Dyal is a native of Florida and son of natives. 
His father, Enoch Robert Dyal, who was a citrus grower 
in Brevard County, was born at Starke, Bradford Coun- 
ty, and died at Cocoa July 5, 1954. Claude’s mother, 
Susanna (Hutchinson) Dyal, born at Hampton in Brad- 


ford County, is living in Cocoa. He himself was born . 


at Indianola, Merritt Island, Brevard County, August 2, 
1918. 

He graduated from Cocoa High School in 1937 and, 
after working in the citrus groves with his father for a 
while, attended Jones Business College in Jacksonville. 
He then went to Brazil, South America, and did con- 


struction work on airplane runways with Faulk & Cole- 
man and Cone & Manley Construction companies. 

Returning in February, 1944, he entered the United 
States Army on March 28 and served with the 503rd 
Parachute Regimental Combat Team. Awarded the 
bronze star, he was honorably discharged on May 16, 
1946, with the rank of sergeant. Back in Cocoa, about 
a year later he entered upon his public service career 
as City Clerk and Treasurer of the City of Cocoa. 

In January, 1958, he and his associates organized the 
Causeway Beach Company for the development of real 
estate lots, and he is still president of this company. 
About the same time he became vice-president of the 
Smith and Gray Agency, Inc., an insurance business; 
and in December, 1958, he formed Pine Grove Homes, 
Inc., builders of homes in the Cocoa area, and is sec- 
retary of this company. 

Mr. Dyal is a director of the Barnett National Bank 
of Cocoa and a past director of the Cocoa Chamber of 
Commerce. He is a Mason of Brevard Lodge #113, Co- 
coa, and of Morocco Temple Shrine, Jacksonville; an 
Elk of Cocoa Lodge #1503, a member of American Le- 
gion Post #22 of Cocoa, and Rockledge Golf and Coun- 
try Club. Golf is his recreation. 

On April 17, 1948, in Jacksonville, Florida, Claude H. 
Dyal married Doris Anne Hutchins, daughter of Emily 
(Bell) and Dewey McKinley Hutchins, born in Jack- 
sonville July 26, 1923. Mr. and Mrs. Dyal now have 
two sons, born in Cocoa: John McKinley Dyal, born 
June 29, 1952, and James Edwin Dyal, born December 
20, 1957. 


WILLIAM HOWARD ROUNDTREE 


William Howard Roundtree was born at Waldo, Flor- 
ida, on July 30, 1921. His father was the late Roby 
Elbert Roundtree, who was a Seaboard Railway con- 
ductor. His mother is Nellie E. Roundtree (nee Kite) 
who lives at Orange Heights, Florida. He has three 
brothers, Truman A. Roundtree, Robert E. Roundtree 
and Jack L. Roundtree, all of Gainesville, Florida. He 
has three sisters, Curtis Poole of Orange Heights, Elsie 
Gray of Jacksonville, and Virginia Hatch of Fort Myers, 
Florida. 

Mr. Roundtree married Wanda Lee Waggoner of 
Henderson, Texas, at Rusk, Texas, on November 1, 
1943. She was born at New Salem, Texas, on November 
29, 1925, to B. Waggoner and Freddie Lee Waggoner 
(nee Medford). Mrs. Roundtree has one sister, Mrs. 
Betty Baker of Houston, Texas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roundtree have three children: 

1. Wanda Sharon, born August 6, 1944, at Ocala, 
Florida. 

2. William Steven, born November 26, 1946, at Jack- 
sonville, Texas. 

3. Dean Lea, born January 15, 1951, at San Diego, 
California. 

William Howard Roundtree received his early educa- 
tion in the public schools of Waldo, Wildwood and Mel- 
rose, Florida, where he graduated from High School. 
He enlisted in the U. S. Navy on April 22, 1941, and 
thereafter served continuously until August 28, 1953. 
He received his “boot” training at Norfolk, Virginia, 
and was then assigned to Patrol Squadron Seventy-one 
(VP-71) and served some fifteen months in the Pacific 
during World War II. Selected to attend naval flight 
school as an enlisted pilot, he received his Navy wings 
of gold at Pensacola on December 19, 1944, and was com- 
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missioned an Ensign on February 9, 1945. He next grad- 
uated from fighter pilot school at Melbourne, Florida, 
and was then assigned to Fighting Squadron Seventeen 
(VF-17) at Alameda, California. Thereafter he saw flight 
duty at Alameda; Fallon, Nevada; Brunswick, Maine; 
and Norfolk, Virginia. He served in the first air squad- 
rons on the aircraft carriers USS Valley Forge and 
Coral Sea. After completing the Naval five-term college 
program, he was assigned to Night Attack Squadron 
Thirty-five (VA-35) at San Diego, California, and served 
a tour of duty in the Korean conflict aboard the air- 
craft carrier, USS Bonhomme Richard, receiving an Air 
Medal. He returned to Korea as Gunnery Officer on 
the USS Marshall and was inside enemy-held Wonsan 
Harbor during the entire month of December, 1952, 
winning a commendation for bravery under enemy fire. 

At the conclusion of the Korean War, Mr. Roundtree 
resigned his regular Navy commission as a Lieutenant 
in order to attend law school. He had 169 aircraft car- 
rier landings, about one-fourth of which were at 
night. He has some 2,000 hours of single-engine flight 
time to his credit. He survived three serious aircraft 
crashes, one in the Chesapeake Bay on November 6, 
1946, and two in the Sea of Japan off the east coast of 
Korea on July 7 and July 11, 1951. 

Mr. Roundtree has attended the following colleges: 


1. Louisiana State Normal College at Natchitoches, 
Louisiana (1943). 

2. Lon Morris Junior College at Jacksonville, Texas 
(1943). 

3. University of Georgia at Athens, Georgia (1944). 

4. George Washington University at Washington, 
D.C. (1948-1950). 

5. Loyola Law School at Los Angeles, California 
(1953-1956). 

6. University of Southern California at-Los Angeles, 
California (1956). 


After graduation from law school, he was given a 
position as a legal assistant in the Office of Attorney 
General of California by former Attorney General Ed- 
mund G. (Pat) Brown. He returned to Florida in 1957 
and upon passing the Florida Bar opened his law prac- 
tice at Cocoa, Florida. He specializes in personal injury 
law. 


Mr. Roundtree has been active in political matters in 
Central Florida. His wife is Vice-Chairman of the 
Brevard County Democratic Executive Committee, and 
he is a precinct committeeman. In 1960 he was Central 
Brevard manager of the Doyle E. Carlton, Jr., cam- 
paign for governor and the John F. Kennedy campaign 
for the presidency. In 1958 he was a candidate for the 
state legislature, losing in a run-off by only 192 votes. 

As might be surmised from the foregoing, Mr. Round- 
tree comes from a family of Floridians with a long his- 
tory in the state. His grandfather, Robert Kite, came to 
Florida in the late 1830s from St. Mary’s, Georgia, and 
served in Company A of the First Florida Mounted 
Cavalry during the Seminole Indian War. His great 
grandfather on his maternal grandmother’s side of the 
family, E. J. Wainwright, served as State Representa- 
tive from Bradford County, Florida, in 1879. His uncle, 
E. R. B. Kite, served two terms, 1913 and 1919, as State 
Representative from Alachua County. 

Mr. Roundtree is a member of the Florida Bar, the 
Brevard County Bar and the Phi Alpha Delta legal fra- 
ternity. He is past president of the Toastmaster’s Club 
of Cocoa. Reading and golf are his hobbies. 


JOHN V. D’ALBORA, SR. 


A retired citrus grower and packer, John V. D’Al- 
bora, Sr., of Cocoa is the founder of two companies. 
Flarapco, formerly the Florida Radio and Appliance 
Corporation of Miami, founded in 1943, of which he is 
president, is wholesale distributor of major appli- 
ances specializing in heating and air conditioning. Mr. 
D’Albora is a pioneer in this field, having completely air- 
conditioned his home for summer and winter in 1936. 
Of Centronix, Inc., founded in 1950, Mr. D’Albora was 
chairman of the board and president until 1958, when 
the company was merged with the Jetronics Industries, 
Inc., of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Mr. D’Albora is also 
one of the founders of the Central Brevard National 
Bank, established in 1956, of which his son is a direc- 
tor. 

Born in New York City April 16, 1898, he is the son 
of Felix D’Albora and Theresa Montouri, both born in 
Italy: his father on June 12, 1874; his mother on Febru- 
ary 14, 1877. She died in Cocoa, Florida, June 14, 1958. 

Felix D’Albora started the firm of Felix D’Albora and 
Company in 1895, and became one of the largest dis- 
tributors of fresh fruits in New York City. He headed 
this firm until he passed away in 1932, at which time 
his son, John V. D’Albora, Sr., became president, and 
this firm still operates in New York City. 

John V. D’Albora, Sr., attended the public schools of 
New York City and graduated from St. Johns Military 
Academy, New York, in 1915. He worked as a clerk for 
The Fruit Auction Company in New York until 1920, 
excepting 18 months service in the Navy, then in the 
construction business until 1923, when he joined his 
father in the fruit-distributing business. 

He came to Florida in 1924 and engaged in the citrus 
growing and packing business. His first groves were in 
Fort Pierce. In 1927 he moved to Indian River City and 
the following year to Cocoa. His fruit was marketed 
under the famous Acme brand. 

Mr. D’Albora is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
a charter member of Indian River Citrus League (of 
which his son is a director), a member and past vice- 
president of Florida Shippers and Growers Association. 
He has been chairman of the local Cancer and Polio 
Fund drives and was president of the Cocoa-Indian 
Class D Baseball team when it was in Cocoa, until 1958. 
He is a past Kiwanian, a member of the Elks Lodge 
#1532 of Cocoa, American Legion (serving as Com- 
mander two terms), Rockledge Golf and Country Club, 
Trustee in the Knights of Columbus Cape Canaveral 
Lodge #4286, and member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
at Rockledge. His leisure time activities include fish- 
ing, boating and travel. Mr. D’Albora also founded a 
boys’ and girls’ camp in Brevard, North Carolina. Mrs. 
D’Albora is interested in gardening. 

Mr. D’Albora served in World Wars I and II. He left 
his business in 1941 to do what he could in the war 
effort, which he considered a privilege, serving in the 
U.S.C.G.R. as District Security Officer, 7th Naval Dis- 
trict, returning to his business three and a half years 
later. 

On June 14, 1920, in New York City, John V. D’Albora 
married Marie Augusta King, daughter of William 
Rufus and Mary Sheffield King, and a native of New 
York City, where she was born March 15, 1898. John V. 
D’Albora, Jr., was born in New York City June 29, 1925. 

John, Jr., attended The Bolles School in Jacksonville, 
Florida, served in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve in 
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World War II, returned to his studies at Duke Uni- 
versity, and graduated in 1949 from Florida Southern 
College, Lakeland. He married Noretta Cuesta of Tampa, 
Florida, in 1947. They have four children, all born in 
Florida: John V. D’Albora III, Noretta Marie, Paul and 
’ Ann. He is now associated with his father and resides 
in Cocoa. 


ERNEST JOHN REID 


A private accountant in Melbourne since 1947, Er- 
nest John Reid is also an insurance agent and has other 
important business connections in Melbourne. He and 
his wife are active in civic and social work in their 
community. Mr. Reid’s business is located at 27 Grant 
Place, Melbourne, and his residence at 604 Riverside 
Drive, Indialantic. 

He was born in Bay City, Michigan, September 30, 
1922, son of James W. and Rena Jarvis Reid. His father 
was a merchant in Rochester, Michigan, and was in the 
sporting goods business in Mancelona, Michigan, during 
the last ten years before his death in April, 1958. 

Ernest John Reid graduated from Rochester High 
School, Rochester, Michigan. Entering the United States 
Navy on September 12, 1942, he served on Submarine 
Chaser #696 in the Atlantic-Mediterranean area and 
was wounded when his ship was lost in action at Paler- 
mo, Sicily, August 23, 1943. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart and was discharged as Seaman First Class on 
July 14, 1945. 

After his return from the Navy Mr. Reid entered the 
Pontiac Business Institute and graduated in 1947 with a 
Certificate in Accounting. He came to Melbourne, Flor- 
ida, in 1947, arriving on his birthday, and established a 
private accounting business in which he now has a staff 
of six. He has been an insurance agent since 1951 and 
is president of Reid and Lillycrop Insurance, Inc. He 
is also secretary of the Melbourne Title and Abstract 
Company, past comptroller and a director of Kel’s 
5-10-25c Stores, Inc., secretary and director of Minit 
Saver Food Stores, Inc., and is one of the founders and 
a director of the First National Bank of Melbourne. 

Mr. Reid is a member of the Brevard County Demo- 
cratic Executive Committee. Appointed to the City of 
Indialantic Board of Adjustment in late 1958, he is still 
serving on this board. He was a charter member and 
past president of the South Brevard Exchange Club; 
is a member and “Exhausted Rooster” of the Melbourne 
Junior Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Ameri- 
can Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and Disabled 
American Veterans; of Melbourne-Eau Gallie Masonic 
Lodge, Bahia Temple Shrine and Orlando Consistory; 
of the Eau Gallie Yacht Club, the Bahama Beach Club, 
and attends the Presbyterian Church. He has supported 
Little League and Pony League baseball locally and is 
very much interested in committees for funds for the 
new Melbourne Hospital. Golf and boating are his hob- 
bies. 

He was married in Detroit, Michigan, October 16, 
1942, to Marcetta Mae Doerges, daughter of Lester P. 
and Hilda (Johnson) Doerges. She was born February 
16, 1924, at Winslow, Indiana. Their son, Jerry Edward 
Reid, born at Pontiac, Michigan, April 8, 1945, is a 
student at Riverside Military Academy, Gainesville, 
Georgia. 

Mrs. Reid is active in the Brevard Hospital Service 
Guild and Tempo Club, the Rio Vista Garden Club in 
Eau Gallie, the Melbourne Jaycettes, the Insurance 


Women’s Association. of Melbourne-Eau Gallie, and the 
American Legion Auxiliary. In 1958 Mrs. Reid was se- 
lected as one of Central Florida’s Twenty Best-Dressed 
Women, representing Melbourne. The selection, spon- 
sored by the Orlando Sentinel newspaper, was made 
from eighteen cities throughout Central Florida by a 
secret committee composed of fashion buyers and club 
women, and the subjects ranged from career girls to 
socialites. 


JOHN JEWELL HOLMES 


Although John Jewell Holmes did not come to Mel- 
bourne until 1955, his family had roots in this section of 
Florida since the early 1920’s, when his grandfather, 
Trevesant Holmes, homesteaded eighty acres west of 
Palm Bay. Originally from coastal Georgia, he had 
moved first to Alabama and, about 1918, to Quincy, 
Florida, where he stayed a short time before moving 
on to the East Coast. He began to sell real estate about 
1922 and soon after that added insurance to his business. 
He was founder of the present firm of James E. Holmes, 
Inc. 

John Jewell Holmes was born in Bessemer, Alabama, 
February 18, 1927. His father, Judah Moses Holmes, was 
born in Prattville, Alabama, March 5, 1902, and died 
September 21, 1941, in Birmingham, Alabama, where he 
was an industrial machinery salesman. John’s mother, 
Mayne Langston Holmes, was born in Centerville, Ala- 
bama, January 25, 1898, and died in Melbourne, Florida. 

His early education was divided between the public 
schools of Melbourne and Birmingham, Alabama, and 
he graduated from Phillips High School at Birmingham 
in 1945. After serving in the 13th Airborne Division of 
the United States Army for one year, discharged with 
the rank of corporal, he attended Auburn University at 
Auburn, Alabama, in 1947. For about seven years after 
leaving college he was employed by Hightower Box and 
Tank Company in five Alabama locations, doing office 
and production work. In January, 1955, he came to Mel- 
bourne to join his brother in the James E. Holmes, Inc., 
real estate and insurance business. John Holmes is head 
of the insurance department, which writes all kinds of 
insurance except life insurance. 

Mr. Holmes is now president of the Melbourne Lions 
Club and is a member of the First Baptist Church of 
Melbourne. In Leeds, Alabama, on April 21, 1950, he 
married Jean Bailey, daughter of Onsby and Myrtle 
Morgan Bailey of Leeds, where Jean was born Septem- 
ber 25, 1927. Mr. and Mrs. Holmes have three sons: 

1. John Edward, born March 9, 1951, in Leeds, Ala- 
bama. 

2. Robert Wayne, born March 20, 1954, in Leeds, Ala- 
bama. 

3. Russell Lee, born August 20, 1957, in Melbourne 
Florida. 


’ 


MORGAN E. DEKALB 


In the last ten years the City of Melbourne and its 
neighboring communities have grown in population 
from 10,000 to 50,000, as a result of the activities at 
Patrick Air Force Base, administrative center for Cape 
Canaveral. Making the most of these circumstances is 
Morgan E. DeKalb, Phillips 66 oil jobber for Brevard 
County since 1954, who in 1956 established DeKalb 
Natural Gas Company, Inc., a subsidiary of DeKalb Oil 
Company. In less than three years the new business 
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rocketed to 2,000 customers, using more than 1.3 mil- 
lion gallons of natural gas in a year. More than 90% of 
his installations are in new subdivision-type homes, 
individually metered and fed by block supply systems. 
The rest of his business comes from substantial com- 
mercial accounts, such as laundries and restaurants, 
and from a delivery route servicing mobile homes. 

Morgan KE. DeKalb was born in Boulder, Colorado, 
April 20, 1917, son of James Emmons DeKalb, a banker 
in Boulder, and Abbie Morgan DeKalb. He attended the 
University of Colorado and went into commercial avia- 
tion, barnstorming air shows. On December 8, 1941, he 
joined Continental Air Lines as co-pilot, later becoming 
captain, and flew in the western part of the country. 
From 1942 to 1945 he was test pilot with Ford Motor 
Company at Willow Run, Michigan, and from that time 
until he came to Florida was with Phillips Petroleum 
Company as test pilot and corporation pilot. Appointed 
oil jobber for Brevard County, he came to Melbourne 
January 5, 1954. 

The combination of a gasoline-oil distributorship and 
a natural gas dealership has its advantages. The two 
firms share a two-way radio dispatching system; ac- 
counting and billing for both are handled by the sa~~ 
equipment and personnel; and the 30,000-gallon LPG 
(natural gas) storage tank and oil bulk tanks are on the 
same property. Frequent interchange of personnel be- 
tween the two companies equalizes the peaks in work 
schedules, and the greater resources of DeKalb Oil 
back up its subsidiary’s large investments. 


DeKalb Natural Gas is, in effect, in partnership with 
project developers, for the company offers a service 
the builders need, and in return the builders push gas 
appliances. Some of the housing developments have all- 
gas homes. All must have a high proportion of gas 
appliances or DeKalb will not supply them. 

Because he knew very little about the natural sas 
business himself, Mr. DeKalb brought in Stan Koller, 
who was manager of a Hollywood firm distributing both 
natural and manufactured gas, to head the gas opera- 
tion, and Mr. Koller has since been made general man- 


ager of both the LPG and oil operations. DeKalb Nat- . 


ural Gas now serves nine developments with under- 
ground piping systems. As a result of this volume of 
business they have been able to set up a sort of stand- 
ard contract for projects. They decided early to use 
only top-grade materials and men, and have had al- 
most no trouble that could be traced to installations. 


The usual block installation, serving twenty to twen- 
ty-four homes, is supplied by a 1,000-gallon under- 
ground tank with a two-stage regulator system. Occa- 
sionally 500 and 100-gallon tanks are used as supple- 
mental supply sources. A considerable amount of equip- 
ment goes into one of these projects. The company was 
assisted by the engineering department of Phillips Pe- 
troleum Company in the system design, and engineering 
firms employed by several developers verified the suit- 
ability of the system. Florida has tremendous fluctua- 
tion in gas usage because of the small number of heat- 
ing days. With the block system twenty-four customers 
may be served at the same time, and because they are 
caught before they are out of gas you have a smooth 
operation, regardless of weather fluctuations. 

The success of the housing project program has made 
it unnecessary to advertise or use salesmen. However, 
the investment has been heavy. What happens if “The 
Cape” closes down? This is a calculated risk. DeKalb 
and Koller feel that this area is fast becoming a part 


of the Gold Coast of Florida, a vacation paradise; and 
they are not sitting around waiting for it to develop into 
a tourist attraction but are active in community work, 
helping to bring about that development. 

Mr. DeKalb is president of Brevard County Oil Dis- 
tributors Association, a member of Melbourne Chamber 
of Commerce, and was appointed a city councilman of 
Indialantic in May, 1959. He is a member of Eau Gallie 
Yacht Club and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, a Mason 
and Shriner of Bartlesville Lodge, Oklahoma, and a 
member of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity of the Univer- 
sity of Colorado. A fun-loving and casual type who 
puts his feet upon his desk, his favorite sport is deep- 
sea fishing for blue marlin, tuna and sailfish. He likes 
hunting, too. 

In Detroit, Michigan, on June 16, 1945, Morgan E. 
DeKalb married Barbara Jane Sheldrick, daughter of 
Lawrence Spence and Bessie Francis (Turton) Shel- 
drick of Detroit, where Barbara was born September 9, 
1921. The DeKalbs have two daughters: Betsy Jane, 
born in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, February 2, 1950, and 
Deborah Lynn, born in Melbourne, Florida, August 25, 
1955. Mrs. DeKalb is active in church work and in the 
South Brevard Hospital Guild. 


JOE A. COWART, JR. 


Young Joe Cowart of Cocoa has been practicing law 
there since he returned from two years military service 
in 1957. In addition to his law practice he has a herd 
of commercial cattle and registered Angus on the fam- 
ily’s ranch west of Cocoa, and is a director and vice- 
president of Brevard County Cattlemen’s Association. 

Born in Cocoa February 24, 1928, he is a son of Joe A., 
Sr. and Catherine Belle (King) Cowart, both living in 
Cocoa, where the father is an automobile salesman. Joe 
A. Cowart, Sr. was born in Laurens County, Georgia, 
February 27, 1905, and came to Cocoa from Dublin, 
Georgia, about 1919. His wife was born in Henderson- 
ville, North Carolina, August 13, 1905. 

Joe Cowart, Jr. was graduated from Cocoa High 
School in 1946 and from the University of Florida in 
1950 with a Bachelor of Laws degree and high honors. 
For the next five years he practiced law in the firm of 
Yonge, Beggs and Lane in Pensacola. 

Commissioned out of the Reserve Officers Training 
Corps at the University of Florida as a Lieutenant in 
the United States Air Force Reserve, Mr. Cowart was 
called to active duty in October, 1955, and served at 
the Bolling Air Force Base until September, 1957. He is 
now a captain in the Reserve. 

When released from the service in 1957, he returned 
to Cocoa and resumed his law practice with William G. 
Akridge, now Circuit Judge of the Ninth Judicial Cir- 
cuit, and in September, 1958, opened his own office in 
Bellaire Arcade, Cocoa. He practices in all state and 
federal courts and is a member of the Florida Bar and 
the Brevard County Bar Association, a vice-president 
of the latter. 

Interested in politics, he serves on the Brevard Coun- 
ty Democratic Executive Committee, in which his wife 
also is a committeewoman. He belongs to Phi Alpha 
Delta legal fraternity, Phi Eta Sigma scholastic frater- 
nity, and Phi Delta Phi national honorary fraternity, 
and is a Mason of Cocoa Lodge #113 and a member of 
the First Baptist Church of Cocoa. 

On September 16, 1950, Joe A. Cowart, Jr. married 
Mary Evelyn Huett, daughter of K. D. and Roberta 
(Whitten) Huett, who was born in Center Hill, Florida, 


[339| 





iat Vs 


gra 
MM rn 






tues jseibrgg moWsoay «. bieD uit 
prin me ry ee ae , 
aow eta rit rine § ‘ pear ; 
dernrtgo: 3) Beerd crete: ti 
-2i7T LO yauo) nevertl Yo a pre ate 


vedted’D sermodioM Jo sedeseitig \MOliniopen A avondist | 


Yo auvalisaves yi 8 botaloggE ‘ane, brs sorruineD to 
olf pet to edmom 6 et oH SURE ail ot otteetaibal 
0esM « dowd laqoovigtt vlintT YOoP brie dial itos¥ 
& bra armorial lO) Sabo! sllivestnwdl Yo soni hue 
~wavial) odt te yimrwietl silo] pomad) wet tu yecheeonn 
oflw eazy Isueso bre ghivol-mst A iobstule) to wie 
-<qosbh 2] Poqe otirovel aid piveb sith cot Jou) cic 2tg 
ewMil off .deiiligz baie anit llseed eld rot gate ie 
oot wabaurt 

7 neproM .2eef .2f sapl bo nape joi nl 
bo ‘tohipyebh daisbled? ocmt « ied bokieitn digo 
~—lad@ (morusT) vtonedT sieesll bre sonedd sera 
Q redinetaced mod asw exssd 7a storlw sicwalT jo dolvb 
orn yetoll ceroiduunb owl svat adistiog®® odf Sel 
bre 0Ght © yiauvided ecodaltO ollivasitte® af ovied 
08 teupwA shiv ommodist4 ai miod gay’ dowded 
eft ai bas d4ew dodo Ail evites at distiad ail 2fe7 
Din laliqgeokl biavink Mivokt 


ML THAW OD 4 GOR 


wal pristtvarg aged esd sooo) lo Nero aol poe’ 
svivise ytaiiun mae oi tnet boiruston sa varia gaorld 
biod « eat acl POU OH Key whl ea oF mnolMibis af TQ] of 
- mah ef) no angnA. duiasige: lata obtaa leiorecuuns 30 
-golv bya yoleesib 6 ai bus scae) iodeow datvar eli 
natiginozeA a'nemalite’? yirvoD biever4 te lovbiveg 
A, 904% le ave s pi off ABUL AS erenided seaoD ai sree 
ai peivil diod JnewoD (git) silod ontioriie? bog .x®@ 
sol H6e9i & y 
sige) ~rutoD eagumd ai modiasew 2G wieweD A 
“uldutl ho sono") at ssavo Boe 2008 TS. viawnie'l 
-doesbarh ai eve! asw shin HEL #10 duode eigen 
OM, Gi saa A ,eriitawD cise. alliv 
agit nooeD otod botaionrs cow sh dewod avb 
at ehivwlt to viievevint] oc} mor baw 3¢6 al loaded 
exonod dgisl bee ortgob awald lo soledonG « Abiw 0004 
lo avi od) ai wal besifomry od wisoy ov dxem of? 160% 
sluoseies al engl bis. dayetl, ognoY 
gaigierT avooitO. grisastl oft lo Iwo beneitatinawO 


fi Sremstuekd o ea abivol'l te viiervirl) off ta aged 


taw taswoD «Ml ,ovisestl eox0F «iA, woiete betidl) cit 
te Baviee ban 228i .19dois) ni. ytub, svited. 9) bolle 
2 O14 TOR) sadneiqe’ ldau seed ori WA Qatliod oft 
aviewall of! 2h higiges es won 

baruies ol 388) ab ooivese otf) soot boenaslen pol W 
& maith diiw votteriq wel eid bones brian gone) of 
“HD lainibal ini orlt lo sgbyl tive? wor sabia 
ai 401th anew vid banoqo .B28l odinaiqe? ni baa Jive 
King giche Uy ai ancitoesg oH @oveD »phexiA pceliogl 
beh avdl ahiiold ot) ta-tedevser ¢ 2i bas 2twes texeiet 
inehicetq-soy 6 weilsivors ww youd Innvgrll oat 
r9ttel ail} Jo’ 
-800') brevenkl ott ag doves yt eovditog at botoedal 
iw elit chin 0 aati) sition ee a 
A 104 0t ageoled aM gr ercrennncy ee pes 
jane sebasorre, «eile ae Wa a ae 


eng 





le over afnomgolsvab yitieved or to 


alidomeiyus ca ef edie act evedw pose) . 


4 
Be 


ih ak ok 
Rea as 


bas oH aOR. sk be 
































































: Any Sigh ry | | vip! a 
Shs f 


aberoleD csubluntl me oat tow ot 
waned % dlaHod! anormrd sorb 
act bubnotts of diated nao odd b 
- sive Isiavermnes onl taaw bas obsob 

onl thO! \8 x9dinsowG nQ 2woda tin —_— 


ynimbosd stab Joléy-oo 28 sonkt iA 
ee ee are y 
ioloM, bro sitiw toliq tes) esw od BME at & 


srndt tady nox) bow wreyiciodl yas A wolliWita rag 
mimowst eqilidd di saw sbinoll of omer od 
betaioggA Joliq noitetoqros brs toliq Jeot aa. qaem 
omuodisM af sine orf aauoD inaverd yee cr 


bree qiderotudixtelb Hosertloean « to nolfanidinda #1 
ow! oft .2agoinevbe ali ead gideislneh sag tae 
~9e ;mviey? patrintsealb olbst yaw-ow) @ 24 
-wen ods vd belbaed exe dod sod yailllel bas x 
DD nolleg-000,06 od} bas donaomag & 
ofl) no ong aleret ald lio baa Aaat onerola: 
~id loanomieq to sysatorsiab ineyperd vir 
Jtow ot miseq od) xosilacpo esinagitios Ow) Ome 
li) diate to 200.wor lao od? bag ey 
areca ope ¢yiibiedup aimed 
itiw giderenizag ai suse ai ai end tswislt 4 hy: 
onvies « stots yneqeies edi sol 2tegol . 
26a dey ereblived ont eter nt fire (bsen'e 


4 yar. 
7 


ey F} 


2m to oolttowera dpi a ‘eved deen ce 
ated! viqque tom Hiw dla2 0-290 
gy Forghare oct jucde 9ltit eeire-erainellt | 


solloA a? ei triguotd died aM Mogenidl é “ 


Hod gnitudiaels net boowigtolt wie acumen @ 
-270q0 ety oc based of omy boson! a 


-1ornt lereeey oben neod eafite vad anilom 
-66¥% dicMed 2avitnrqe hie bie OGL ade at 
wha dive tthemgofeveb onin aov198 . 
to srvlov eiclt to Huet a eA. ceuotage Brviqgigy 
-baste lo toe 6 qu 19% of olde aged svar ont 
ont OF vita» Bebined ysiT | “sioetont = or 
-In bad oved bine .worr baw elotytant ohe wars 
enoltallstent 0? besast et blues rec 
amoves of Winow? paivide vnoilelfitend Act 
-robry polleg-000,t 6 yd batlegqize’ at 
~2000 sueteya wotdluyet oysle-owl Pie Meee 


7, 


A>: 


THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


April 9, 1929. Joe and Mary Cowart now have two 
daughters, both born at Rockledge, Florida: Mary Delys 
Cowart, on March 24, 1958; Kathryn Kim Cowart, on 
June 9, 1959. 


JOE H. GLOVER 


During the first twelve years of his distributorship 
for American Oil Company in Melbourne, Joe Glover 
has increased the sales volume of wholesale gasoline 
from 27,000 gallons to 200,000 gallons per month. He is 
sole distributor of Amoco products for Brevard County. 
Mr. Glover raises riding horses as a hobby. 

Son of Joe H. and Lottie (Pye) Glover, he was born 
in Gainesville, Georgia, December 5, 1917. His father 
was a mechanical engineer and a graduate of Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute. He came to West Palm Beach in 
1923 and met his death there by accident in February, 


1926. 


Joe attended the public schools of Gainesville, Geor- 
gia, and Georgia Military College at Milledgeville. then 
the University of Georgia, for one year, 1938-39. From 
that time until he entered the United States Navy in 
World War II he was a hauling contractor in road and 
airport construction in Georgia, North and South Caro- 
lina. Entering the Navy April 19, 1945, he served one 
year, stationed at Honolulu, Hawaii, and was discharged 
as seaman second class. 

He came to Cocoa, Florida, in 1946 as distributor for 
Shell Oil Company, and in February, 1947, became dis- 
tributor for American Oil Company in Melbourne. 

Mr. Glover served as city commissioner of Cocoa 
Beach in 1948-49. He is a member of the Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce, the Brevard County Cattlemen’s 
Association, American Legion Post #81 and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post #4206 of Melbourne, Masonic Lodge 
#143, Bahia Temple Shrine and Orlando‘ Consistory, 
the Melbourne Shrine Club, the Bahama Beach Club, 
and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of Melbourne. His 
wife is a member of the South Brevard Hospital Guild 
and the Masonic Ladies of Nobility. 

At Miami, Florida, on November 21, 1939, Joe Glover 
married Evelyn Mayfield, daughter of Minor Pierce and 
Elizabeth (Couch) Mayfield of Gainesville, Georgia, 
where Evelyn was born October 18, 1919. Mr. and Mrs. 
Glover have three children: 

1. Angela Evelyn, born June 1, 1941, at Gainesville, 
Georgia. 

2. Joe H. III, born August 1, 1947, at Rockledge, 
Florida. 
; 3. Eleanor Elizabeth, born February 3, 1949, at Rock- 
edge. 


EDWARD RUTLEDGE ENSEY 


The first mango grower of Merritt Island and the 
largest grower of mangoes in Brevard County, Edward 
R. Ensey is a son of George Fahnstock Ensey, one of 
the first pineapple growers in Florida, who also was a 
citrus grower on Merritt Island, where he died. He 
was a native of Baltimore, Maryland. His wife, Edward 
Ensey’s mother, was Mary Evelina Titus (born in 
Brooklyn, New York, died in Miami, Florida) whose 
father, Colonel Henry T. Titus, came to Florida in the 
1870's and settled at Sand Point, which later was named 
Titusville. 

Born at Titusville in the home built by his father, on 


- August 26, 1887, Edward Rutledge Ensey received his 


education in the country school on Merritt Island which 
covered all grades through the eighth. He worked 
with his father, running the groves, until he was twen- 
ty-seven years old. In 1914 he went to Eden, Florida, 
and began truck farming, and because of his farming 
was deferred from military service in World War I. 

He started his mango and avocado grove on the 
Merritt Island property in 1918 and now has a grove 
of twelve acres and one of two acres, with 400 mango 
trees and about 100 avocado trees. Always experi- 
menting in developing better fruit, he holds a patent on 
a mango called the Sunset, a large multi-colored fruit, 
and has two others which are just about ready to be 
patented. His mangoes and avocados are shipped by 
mail and express to restaurants and individuals all 
over the United States, and also sold to grocery chains. 

Mr. Ensey moved back to Merritt Island in 1948 but 
still owns his home in Eden on the Indian River. A 
conservative Democrat, he is a frequent contributor to 
the editorial page of the Orlando Sentinel, and is a 
member of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church at Fort 
Pierce. 

He was married at Eden on January 1, 1916, to Maude 
Richards Miller, daughter of Captain John and Annie 
K. Miller, who was born at Eden November 16, 1894. 
They have three children: 

1. Kathryn Maude Ensey (Mrs. Fred Mattox), born 
December 17, 1920, at Eden. She has one child, Angeline. 

2. John Donald Miller Ensey, born November 8, 1922, 
at Eden, who married Idoma Monroe of Vero Beach. 
They have four children: Marilyn, Donna, Carolyn and 
John D., Jr. 

3. Edward Fairbairn Ensey, born August 24, 1924, 
at Eden, who married Mary Davis of Toledo, Ohio. They 
have a son, Edward II. 


HENRY THORNTON HORSCHEL 


Founder and president of Universal Concrete, Inc. 
of Melbourne, producers of ready-mixed concrete, con- 
crete blocks, steel mortar rock and sand, Henry T. 
Horschel has been operating this successful business in 
the Melbourne-Eau Gallie area since November 2, 
1954. 

He was born in Ironton, Ohio, November 21, 1922, 
son of Henry Charles Horschel and Hallie Fern Thorn- 
ton. His father came to Florida in 1927 and settled at 
Fellsmere, Indian River County, where he had citrus 
groves. He died in 1935. Henry’s mother taught school 
in Fellsmere for fifteen years, and died in 1939. 

Henry graduated from Fellsmere High School in 
1939, attended Riverside Military Academy in Gaines- 
ville, Georgia, the following year and then the Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati for two years. On November 22, 
1942, he entered the Army Air Force and served three 
years. 

After the war Mr. Horschel moved to Melbourne and 
for about three years was superintendent for the Love- 
ridge Development Company, builders of the first hous- 
ing development in the Eau Gallie area. For some 
time before he formed his own company he worked as 
a salesman for a concrete block supply company in 
Melbourne. Universal Concrete, Inc. now employs 
twenty-five to thirty people and operates in the Greater 
Melbourne-Eau Gallie area, Melbourne Beach, India- 
lantic, Palm Bay, South Patrick Shores and Satellite 
Beach. 

Mr. Horschel is a member of the Melbourne Chamber 
of Commerce and for the past two years (1958-60) has 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


been on the City of Melbourne Zoning and Planning 
Board. He is a Mason of Harbor City Lodge #318 of 
Eau Gallie, Bahia Temple Shrine, Orlando Consistory, 
and the Scottish Rite Club of Melbourne. Hunting and 
fishing are his sports, 

At Cincinnati, Ohio, on July 18, 1942, he married 
Jean Frances Hoop, born in Cincinnati July 4, 1923, 
daughter of Charles and Thelma (Coyle) Hoop. Mrs. 
Horschel is active in Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church in Melbourne and the Catholic Woman’s Club, 
and is secretary-treasurer of her husband’s firm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Horschel are the parents of six children: 

1. Sandra Lee, born May 17, 1943, at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

2. Jean Ellen, born September 17, 1944, at Pratt, Kan- 
sas. 

3. Henry Charles, born September 2, 1947, at Mel- 
bourne, Florida. 

4, Mary Elizabeth, born December 29, 1949, at Mel- 
bourne, Florida. 

5. Julie Ann, born November 18, 1954, at Melbourne, 
Florida. 

6. David Brian, born May 13, 1955, at Melbourne, 
Florida. 


J. ROBERT DOTY, M.D. 


After close to twenty-seven years of private practice 
in Gary, Indiana, Dr. J. Robert Doty opened an office 
in Cocoa, Florida, in 1955. Although he lived most of 
his life in the North, Dr. Doty was no stranger to 
Florida, for he spent eight of his early school years in 
Daytona. . 

He was born at Willow Hill, Illinois, June 18, 1897, son 
of Samuel O. and Maggie (Steele) Doty. His father 
came to Florida January 1, 1908, and bought some 
seventy acres of land in South Daytona, where he be- 
came a dairy farmer. He was a member of the Baptist 
Church in Daytona. 

Robert Doty’s education was begun in the public 
schools of Arkansas, Illinois, and continued in Daytona, 
Florida, where he graduated from high school in 1916. 
He began attending Valparaiso University but trans- 
ferred to the University of Chicago and received his 
B.S. degree there in 1923. In December, 1926, he re- 
ceived his M.D. degree from Rush Medical College, 
which was affiliated with the University of Chicago. 
He interned and served a residency at Rochester Gen- 
eral Hospital, Rochester, New York, then a _ three- 
months residency at the Infants and Children’s Hos- 
pital in Rochester. Returning to Chicago, he was a staff 
physician in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Presby- 
terian Hospital. 

On July 17, 1928, Dr. Doty opened an office in Gary, 
Indiana, where for many years he carried on a general 
medical practice, but primarily in Obstetrics and Sur- 
gery. During a part of this time he was head of the 
Obstetric and Gynecological department at the Method- 
ist Hospital in Gary. Moving to Cocoa, Florida, in 1955, 
he opened his office there on April 1, and has since 
then been a valuable asset to the community. He spe- 
cializes in Obstetrics and Surgery. In 1956 he was presi- 
dent of the staff at Wuesthoff Memorial Hospital, Rock- 
ledge, and for the past three years has been a delegate 
to the state medical convention. 

Dr. Doty was a charter member and first president of 
the American Association of Physicians and Surgeons. 
He is a member of the American Medical Association, 
the American College of Surgeons, the Brevard County 


Medical Society, and is a past president of Lake County 
(Indiana) Medical Society. He served six years on the 
State Council in Indiana and for eighteen years was 
coroner of Lake County. 

Taking an active interest in civic affairs, Dr. Doty 
served three years as Police Commissioner of Gary, 
Indiana, and is now a member of Rockledge City Council 
and of Cocoa and Cocoa Beach Chambers of Commerce. 
He is also an organizer and chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Indian River Recreation Foundation, 
his pet civic project. A member of Cocoa Lions Club, 
he was a past president and district governor of the 
Lions in Indiana. He is a Mason of Roosevelt Lodge, 
Gary, Indiana, South Bend Consistory, and Bahia 
Temple Shrine, Orlando; an Elk of Cocoa Lodge, a 
member of Phi Chi medical fraternity, Rockledge Coun- 
try Club, and the Cocoa Gun Club, Collecting old guns 
and coins are his hobbies, and he also likes to fish and 
play a little golf. He had no active military service but 
was in the Student Army Training Corps while a pre- 
medical student in 1918. He is a Democrat and a Presby- 
terian. 

Twice married, Dr. Doty has three children by his 
first wife: 

1. J. Robert Doty, Jr., M.D., born in Rochester, New 
York, May 21, 1927. 

2. George Richard Doty, born in Gary, Indiana, April 
17, 1930. 

3. Zella Margaret Doty, born in Gary, Indiana, June 
5, 1932. 

On November 30, 1947, in Gary, Dr. Doty married 
Joan MacDonald, a registered nurse and native of 
Nova Scotia, Canada, where she was born November 
24, 1923, daughter of John J. and Ella (Falkner) Mac- 
Donald. Two children were born to Dr. and Mrs. Doty 
in Gary, Indiana: 

1. Darcia Joan Doty, on September 17, 1949. 

2. MacDonald S. Doty, on September 5, 1952. 

Mrs. Doty is an artist, a painter and sculptor. 


DAVID S. SMYTH 


The Smyth Lumber Company was founded in Or- 
lando, Florida, in 1937, by Leo Edwin Smyth, father of 
David S. Smyth, who is manager of the Cocoa branch 
of the business which was established in 1950. A second 
branch in Orlando was opened in 1952 and a third at 
Cocoa Beach in 1956. The Cocoa and Cocoa Beach 
branches, serving Central Brevard County, now employ 
twenty people. 

David S. Smyth was born July 1, 1929, in Jacksonville, 
Florida, where his mother, Helen (Marx) Smyth, was 
born on April 26, 1902. His father was born in Mauston, 
Wisconsin, March 15, 1892. Leo E. Smyth came to Florida 
about 1923 to work in the sawmill business with rela- 
tives, the Foleys and Scanlons, pioneer sawmill and 
lumber operators in the Jacksonville area. He is now 
Chairman of the Board of the Smyth Lumber Company 
and has two other sons in the business. Donald J. Smyth 
is president of the company and James R. Smyth is 
secretary-treasurer. 

David Smyth graduated from St. James School in 
Orlando in 1947 and from the University of Notre Dame, 
Indiana, in 1951, with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Commerce. He entered the United States Army August 
13, 1952, and served two years with the Adjutant Gen- 
eral Corps in Chicago. Returning to Florida, he worked 
with his brother, Donald, in the Cocoa branch of Smyth 
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Lumber Company and became manager of that branch 
in March, 1955. 

He is a member of the Florida Lumber and Millwork 
Association and was assistant director for three years; 
a member of Hoo Hoo, a lumbermen’s organization; of 
Greater Cocoa Chamber of Commerce, and of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church at Rockledge, Florida: Hunting 
and fishing are his choices in the field of recreation. 

He was married at Orlando December 23, 1952, to Joe 
Ann Pearman, who was born in Middlesboro, Kentucky, 
February 28, 1932, daughter of Lila (Wilson) and Ralph 
Carr Pearman. David and Joe Ann Smyth are the 
parents of two children, born in Orlando: Deborah Ann, 
on December 13, 1953; Michael David, on August 7, 
1956. Mrs. Smyth is active in the Cocoa Junior Woman’s 
Club and Wuesthoff Memorial Hospital Auxiliary. 


ED KITTLES 


A second-generation native of Titusville, Ed Kittles 
is running his own real estate and insurance business 
there and takes an active part in all civic affairs. His 
grandfather, a Baptist preacher and veterinarian, came 
from South Carolina in 1885 and bought land in north- 
west Titusville. Both of Ed’s parents were born in 
Titusville: his father, Stephen A. Kittles, on January 
14, 1897; his mother, who was Mabel Louise Holten, in 
March, 1897. Now retired, his father was a steam loco- 
motive mechanic with the Florida East Coast Railroad. 

Born in Titusville May 12, 1924, Ed Kittles was edu- 
cated in the public schools of that city, including its 
high school, and in August of 1942, when he was eigh- 
teen, entered the United States Air Force. Transferred 
from the Third Air Force to the Infantry, he served with 
the Americal Division in the Pacific theater of World 
War II as an infantry rifle squad leader, and was hon- 
orably discharged in December, 1945, with. the rank of 
corporal. 

After he returned from the Army, Ed went to work 
as a mechanic with Faulk Chevrolet of Titusville and 
worked up to the position of service manager in five 
years. From 1950 to 1955 he gained experience in the 
insurance field, working in the Titusville area for Life 
Insurance of Georgia. He then became foreman for 
Odham and Tudor Construction Company. In May, 1957, 
_he established the Ed Kittles Agency in Titusville, 
handling real estate and all types of insurance. He is 
a member of the Florida Association of Insurance 
Agents and North Central Brevard Board of Realtors. 

A Democrat who takes an active interest in political 
affairs, he was Brevard County manager for Brailey 
Odham in his gubernatorial campaign in 1952; was 
elected to the City Council of Titusville in 1953-54, and 
was a committeeman in 1959. Through the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce he is chairman of the committee 
for the erection of a Civic Center in Titusville, for 
which plans are now under consideration, He was 
president of the Jaycees in 1953-54, and in 1958-59 was 
_ president of the senior Chamber of Commerce, of which 
he is now a director. In 1952-53-54 he was chairman of 
the North Brevard Chapter of the American Cancer 
Society’s fund drive. He is a member of American Legion 
- Post #1 of Titusville, in which his father was a charter 
Member; Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #4228, past 
Adjutant; Elks Lodge #2113; Moose Lodge #1962, a 
charter member; and the First Baptist Church of Titus- 
ville. Boating is one of his favorite leisure-time 
activities. 


At Greenville, Texas, on June 30, 1943, he married 
Ruth Shotwell, daughter of Laura and Charles Shotwell, 
who was born in Greenville, Texas, June 23, 1924. They 
have two sons, born in Titusville: Charles E. and Ben 
Seth. Mrs. Kittles is now secretary of the Pilots’ Club 
and is active in the affairs of the Baptist Church. 


LEMUEL CURTIS CROFTON 


After twelve years as a teacher in Florida schools, 
Lemuel Curtis Crofton entered the legal profession and 
has been practicing law in Titusville since 1926. His high 
professional standing and prominence in civic life have 
made him one of the first citizens of Brevard County. 

Born near Caryville, Washington County, Florida, 
April 24, 1889, he is a son of Robert R. C. and Eliza 
Arminda (McPherson) Crofton. His father, a lumber- 
man and farmer, born in Nacogdoches County, Texas, 
in 1857, died June 12, 1922, at Vernon, Florida. His 
mother was born in Baldwin County, Alabama, in 1867, 
and died in 1934. 

Mr. Crofton received his early education in the public 
schools of Washington and Holmes County, Florida, 
attended the William and Mary College, in Virginia, 
and the University of Florida, where in 1919 he received 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education and in 1922 the 
degree of Juris Doctor. Meanwhile, from 1910 to 1922, 
he taught school. 

Upon admission to the Florida bar in 1922, he com- 
menced his legal practice in Jacksonville. After four 
months there he moved to DeLand and practiced there 
for four years. He then moved to Lakeland but remained 
there less than three months. Early in 1926 he came to 
Titusville and became a member of the law firm of 
Smith and Crofton, which the following year became 
Smith, Crofton and Wilson and from 1932 to 1949 was 
Crofton and Wilson. At that time Mr. Brewer joined 
the firm, making the name of the firm Crofton, Wilson 
and Brewer. 

Mr. Crofton served two terms in the State Legisla- 
ture: the first in 1921, when he represented Washing- 
ton County; the second in 1943, representing Brevard 
County. A member of the Florida Bar and the Brevard 
County Bar Association, he is admitted to practice in 
all Florida courts, the United States Court of Appeals, 
the Fifth Circuit Court of the Southern District of 
Florida, and the United States Supreme Court. From 
1932 to 1936 he was United States Commissioner for ihe 
Southern District of Florida. He was a Lieutenant 
Colonel on the staffs of both Governor Holland and 
Governor Warren. He served as City Attorney of Titus- 
ville for twenty-five years. 

Active, also, in other than professional offices, Mr. 
Crofton is a past lieutenant governor of Kiwanis and 
past president of the Titusville Kiwanis Club; a past 
president: of the University of Florida Alumni Associa- 
tion and member of Phi Kappa Phi, Phi Delta Phi, Alpha 
Phi Epsilon and Theta Chi fraternities. He has been a 
Mason most of his life and is a member of Indian River 
Lodge #90, and 32nd degree, Lake Worth Consistory 
and the Scottish Rite. For thirty years he taught the 
Men’s Sunday School class at the Titusville Baptist 
Church. During World War I he had thirteen months 
of active duty as an ensign in the United States Navy 
Reserve and commanded a submarine chaser. 

Mr. Crofton owns 150 acres of citrus groves in Brevard 
County, having increased his holdings through the 
years from twenty-five acres in the late thirties. His 
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groves are his hobby. He also has had a cattle ranch. 
Mrs. Crofton’s hobbies include painting in oils. She is 
a past president of Chapter Z of the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
and an organizer of Chapter BT of Titusville, a past 
president of the Titusville Woman’s Club, and is active 
in the First Methodist Church. 

Mrs. Crofton is the former Susie Sapp of Chipley, 
daughter of Joel T. and Betty (Wachob) Sapp. She and 
Mr. Crofton were married November 21, 1917. Their 
son, Lemuel Curtis Crofton, Jr., was born August 19, 
1932. Another son, Rex Olson Crofton, was born in Feb- 
ruary, 1935. 


BRIGADIER GENERAL ELLERBE W. 
CARTER 


A real estate developer in Titusville since 1947, retired 
Brigadier General E. W. Carter was formerly a lawyer 
in Louisville, Kentucky, where he also first entered the 
real estate business. Although 76 years of age, General 
Carter is not retired from anything but the Army. He 
helps run the government of his community and is 
active in a number of organizations. At the age of 70 he 
founded the East Coast Realty Company of Titusville. 
Incidentally, he is the father of ten children, the last 
eight born in his later years. 

Born in Bibb County, Alabama, March 23, 1884, he 
is a son of William Douglass and Julia Reese (Winn) 
Carter. His mother was born in Demopolis, Alabama, 
December 9, 1862, and died in Baltimore, Maryland, 
January 6, 1926. His father, born in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, January 8, 1861, died in that city April 6, 1931. 
He was a graduate of Washington and Lee University 
and practiced law in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

Educated through the fifth grade in the public school, 
then in a private school and preparatory school in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, E. W. Carter was graduated 
from the University of Virginia in 1907 with an LL.B. 
degree. After practicing law in Fredericksburg for 
three years, he moved to Louisville, Kentucky, and is 
still a member of the Kentucky bar. He was president 
of the Carter Guaranty Company of Louisville until 
1934. Appointed Director of Safety by the State of 
Kentucky in 1934, he organized the Kentucky State 
Police and was their Chief for two years. In 1936 he 
returned to Louisville and entered the real estate and 
development business, continuing in this line until he 
was called to military service in World War II. 

General Carter’s military career began in 1911, when 
he enlisted as a private in Company A, First Kentucky 
Infantry of the National Guard. Commissioned a Sec- 
ond Lieutenant in May, 1912, he served on the Mexican 
border in 1916 as a Captain of Infantry. During World 
War I, 1917-18, he was Major of Field Artillery in 
France, Luxembourg and Belgium. He continued in 
the Army Reserve until recalled to active duty in 1940. 
With the rank of Brigadier General, he was given com- 
mand of the Artillery of the 38th Division, later trans- 
ferred to the 32nd Division and finally to the 7th Divi- 
sion. In 1943 he was reassigned to the Field Artillery 
Replacement Center at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, as 
Assistant Commander, and on March 31, 1946, having 
been Acting Commander for nearly a year, he retired 
from the United States Army. 

General Carter came to Titusville on his eeu leave 
March 29, 1946. In 1947 he opened a real estate office 
there, representing Strout Realty Company, and in 1954 
he founded the East Coast Realty Company of Titusville. 


He is the developer of Dixie Village and Orange Grove 
Park and started Mockingbird Hill, which he sold—a 
total of about 270 lots. 

He is a member and past director of the Greater 
Titusville Chamber of Commerce and is past vice-mayor 
of Titusville. Elected to the City Council in 1950, he 
served continuously since then until October 11, 1960, 
except in the year 1957-58. He was a member of Florida 
State Republican Executive Committee and was Re- 
publican chairman for Brevard County. He was twice 
president of the Titusville Lions Club and is a member 
of the American Legion Post #1, VFW Post #4228, and 
St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church, Titusville. 

E. W. Carter was first married in New York City on 
July 7, 1910, to Nancy Pearson of Orange County, Vir- 
ginia. By this marriage he has a son and a daughter, 
both born in Louisville, Kentucky: Ellerbe W. Carter, 
Jr., born January 19, 1914; and Nancy Pearson Carter 
(Mrs. Charles Farnsley), born December 3, 1915. He 
also has a step-son, Robert Barker, born in Louisville. 
The General’s first wife died at Camp Shelby, Missis- 
sippi, in 1941. 

On January 17, 1942, at Santa Maria, New Mexico, 
he married Patricia Cloyd of Louisville, Kentucky. Mr. 
and Mrs. Carter are the parents of the following eight 
children: 

1. Mary Winn Carter (Mrs. Jim Anderson), born at 
Louisville, Kentucky, October 28, 1942. 

2. Patricia Lucile Carter, born at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, August 30, 1945. 

. Winnie Madden Carter, born December 15, 1947. 
. Molly Wright Carter, born July 25, 1949. 

. Lila Ellerbe Carter, born April 23, 1951. 

. Terence Shepard Carter, born October 29, 1952. 
. Clare Winn Carter, born May 19, 1955. 

. William Douglas Carter, born August, 19, 1956. 

The last six were born at Titusville, Florida. 

Mrs. Carter is the author of “Come Gently Sweet 
Lucina,” a book on natural childbirth published locally 
in 1956. Her last seven children were delivered at home 
without medical assistance. Mrs. Carter also organized 
a free library in Titusville and ran it on donations until 
the county subsidized the Woman’s Club Library, which 
then became a free public library. 


On oe WL 


THOMAS A. WINNER 


Thomas A. Winner had five years experience in the 
glass business before he established his own company 
in Cocoa. He is an agent for the Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Company and also for Libby Owens Ford. Mr. Winner is 
very active in civic work in his community. 

He was born in Fireco, West Virginia, January 20, 
1931, son of Frank E. and Easter Victoria (Fink) Win- 
ner. His late father, a native of Binghamton, New York, 
was a coal mine superintendent in West Virginia. His 
mother, born April 6, 1900, in Ghent, West Virginia, is 
living in Beckley, West Virginia. 

Tom Winner graduated from Woodrow Wilson High 
School at Beckley in 1948 and attended the West Vir- 
ginia University at Morgantown for one year. For the 
next three years he operated his own service station in 
Beckley, and then became a contract salesman for a 
Beckley glass company. In 1953 he went to Nashville, 
Tennessee, as contract salesman for another glass com- 
pany. 

He came to Melbourne, Florida, in October, 1954, and 
was general manager for a glass company there until 


1344] 


othi te : fawn) T, 


sa ai 





‘beet mt yertgiot) five "on aa 
ubivol’ jo vodres? K anW io ie it skoy aslf mi tqeoxe 
“OF aw buts sotto, sido amoiigesdt otni2 
osiwt vaw off sjionaD bagverh wel wmentinade omsihdvg 
mene eat kre dul acokd ofivdGGT af) le mwhiexng 
bra &SSh% pas WAV CY de0F ofgae? aesitainé. ot to 
tv? «hed? faqooeiqh e'binded 32 
no yD dw wall ai bein sep caw sein? Wo 
~u¥ Sealy 0st) to novieoh yore of C0 J ylet 
reaeguans e bas nod o ead odd 9 ervtnin eda} 14 cinke 
fetal Ww dea} Tx + ‘_waowinel eiliveivad al erred tind 
vec soemwed yous bre Ie QI yen nw ab 
eli 2:80 £ «9drneoeG tod ,(ybttet 2itiadD 20 
Siliveivel ct erod “oshetl fede ee-qel2 » ror orle 
-alvai priied2 anw) te iboib eliw teva leranoD afT 
MeOL a: ingia 
qsgarnal, aO 





onl wekl .sithM wtie® we SORE AL 


iM .eleniea ht .oliveiood Yo byelS gistrial Geivram os 

idvio yorwuliet at Yo ettetad sf mw nets 21M bow 
motblicds 

io mod {goriebrA init 2mM) sefisD noiW via 


SEUE BS sedetoO \chogiael ,ollivaivet 

biol sree eos ty oot AarigD alinu.l alaliiad & 
Mel OC tevgnwéA ectiforwD 

VOR. fT totoenedl pad ott? motbelé olaalW £ 


Cet 22 vink sod wie adgaW “ilo » 

ER ES QA eiod sot odillS elit 2 

Sei GS teduieD wrod ceived trogeté ouch 6 

HORT Of yeh ened eri aniW sual 7 

CUB tecuwA hed vor eilyuted! oeitliW & 

abmett olfivesttl te ayod siow xia tenl ofT 

leow? yilnoe). sited” io wodida ol 2i tele act 
ylissol burleiidaq dinfdblire ioiataud em seod « “ecto 
amo tn beiwsileb osoyy aotilitly popes desl wH S200 at 
Hoaztepie oafs vols) 25s songhtiaes looibsaa: 1uoediw 
jnov aneliianobd do 4 tet hes Glibveetil nivel sont « 
doidw  yisrlil df u'neranW oft bextbiedue yinwoo ofl} 
crenchit stil gay) 6 ermmodd roa 


AIMVIN .A @AMoOurT | 


oni fi sotvinegxe mesy evil bad weantiW A eamodlt 

tangas nwo witl boilaildaied od) axolsigl zedeles st eaulg 
aasli otal shyusdetit, ad} 10) troye na 8 oF.ag300 ni 
eon W aM Annet saw yddi del onle Gon grgetteD 


Vinwinnos ei ni dtow oivig ni ovitia Yip | 


OS qrashal jateiesi¥ teoW yooei uid rood. mew oH 
iW (Aah) shoot sete hae A dead Yo ave 4GNE 
tw vot nobody. to. ovieen «rote ial HY 

ry sing ¥ heW ge mebooolsaguea page ate “| 


wot tiga ¥ bea STAD. ah ORL 2 igh wd yrifiom 
ere ‘Sata fone ) 
git? seati LN 2.8 (0 eae 
hater ta toostset ’ ‘ 


iv tow, cd tabastva. brea. net Ae 


ott 107. 8, om OT panei iw Whrovia sale 


So enrol ads bes 9 


s aaniaiala xo ean00 


ap luseaatexsa Avan 


be tea) one sn am * 
























































rah HABA, Let JARAVAD | 
 AATHAD 


hovites THE sonia sivas a eaentio 
soywal o yhoenol eaw vate) W OT 
ort betodne tet orale od aiodw ‘ibuinad a 
leiated) eye to wieey BF dyvodilA ; 
oH .voritA oct tof yaidtymae aro? hesting 2 
zi "bee ytinurogiee evil lo sremmayog | . 
od UY lo oye odt 1A enoitusineg so te codon i 
oltivaut? to vrogmeD yilael JeaoD 
jest ood .aotblits aot to rodigi odf ab oil wl ain 
eee ratal Ap 
ost MEAL CS dteM jemadslA .ctanoD Uciet ab) 
(aciW) svoofl siful bee exalyyod cas o 
ertodslA ilogered af atod saw 
beets .ovomitled ‘nt beib bas” Sat 
iH aliiveliognd at rvetl prodtiat ai 
TRE 8 lingh& ete tody ai bei JAB Bo 
yliwtovinl! set bee ootgaidesW to yb 
minlyi¥ goodelsinshe’t ai wel b 
oodles viiduq of) ni chery dt oat dle 
at loose wielersqo1g bas loose 96 
bateutesy. «ew votre) Wa, ; 
EdD an cei WEL id pitas ‘Py 


aut guvdetoreberd at wal v 
ai bre ibd oitivelual of book 
Bet § 


te 


4 
ord 


temsbitsig xew gif ved ydobineat 
fijian silivelon! Jo “nsqaieD 
lo oib2 edt yeh yrsis2® to hitenrp 
sige. ytouine elt bosbcagie! ¢ 
od d28 ol evesy ows rob Woidd' 
bos stetes. Forort sani? bovine bac» 

- ot tin anil elt nb gait 
i wW bho ai 

now TITEL st bai prem prised 
ysouteont tmnt A yneqre. nt 
“a2 @ Eroicoinadccieno") baer 
napiteM, offf my bavioe: ‘ 
blow ait aay 
ot serglling 


ar oe 


4 
; noae an 


Maat i ba @ atwodetons ® 
ma fivet iB Yo, Ae 
oe de? 


a fae tert 

ul maser 
Vee PPPs» idee i" 
Aerio ray?" 


ok 00 ‘slabdcob ne = 
stab bys tise Of 


isn To oe 
ood TE al Pov 


rg Page Pay a. 
j. 


ne Mae Pare f 


BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


August, 1957, when he opened his own shop on West 
King Street in Cocoa under the name of Tom Winner 
Glass Company. About a year later he moved to his 
present site on South Dixie Highway, where he now 
employs nine people. 

Mr. Winner is a member of Brevard County Builders 
Exchange, Brevard County Home Builders Association, 
a past director of Greater Cocoa Chamber of Commerce, 
a member of the Rotary Club, of which he is president 
(1960-61), a member of Elks Lodge #1532, of Rockledge 
Country Club, and St. Mark’s Episcopal Church of 
Cocoa, in which he has served as junior warden and 
vestryman. He heads the commercial division of the 
Central Brevard United Appeal, and served on the ad- 
visory group for the expansion of facilities now under 
way at the Eugene W. Wuesthoff Memorial Hospital. 
For recreation Mr. Winner enjoys golf and swimming, 
and also plays in the local softball and basketball league. 

He was married in Clifton Forge, Virginia, January 
26, 1951, to Teresa Frances Dunkley, daughter of Harry 
L. and Ann (McQuade) Dunkley, and a native of Beck- 
ley, West Virginia. They reside at 115 Valencia Road, 
Rockledge, with their two daughters, Marcia Dunkley 
and Mary Ann Winner. 


WILLIAM DAVID WILSON 


For many years a member of the law firm of Crofton 
and Wilson, later Crofton, Wilson and Brewer, William 


David (“Woodrow”) Wilson has been practicing law in 


oe 


Titusville since 1926 and served Brevard County as 
prosecuting attorney for twenty-five years. Like his 
senior partner, L. C. Crofton, he began his career as an 
educator. His other interests include citrus growing and 


banking. He is a director and attorney for the Brevard 


State Bank, opened January 3, 1958, and was one of the 
organizers of this bank with Judge Millard B. Smith and 
Clarence B. Gay. 

Mr. Wilson was born in Chipley, Washington County, 
Florida, March 7, 1889, son of Oliver Nelson and Nancy 
(Allen) Wilson. His father was born in Murphysboro, 
Illinois, February 22, 1839, and died April 25, 1907. He 
came to West Florida in middle life and was a farmer 
and lumberman there. Nancy Allen was born in Dothan, 
Alabama, July 15, 1856, and, as Mrs. Oliver Wilson, died 
in West Florida December 10, 1901. 

“Woodrow” Wilson received his early education in the 
public schools of Holmes County and was graduated 
from the University of Florida in 1916 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Education. Shortly afterwards he was 
appointed athletic director of public schools at Fort 
Myers and in 1917 was transferred to a similar position 
in Tallahassee. Following the entry of the United States 
into World War I, he enlisted in the Navy, was com- 
missioned an ensign and served nineteen months on 
active duty. Upon his return in 1919 he was appointed 
Supervising principal of public schools at Daytona 
Beach. The following year he returned to Fort Myers as 
supervising principal and was there three years. 

Having decided to enter the legal profession, Mr. 
Wilson enrolled at Harvard University Law School in 
1923. In 1925 he transferred to the University of Florida 
and received his Bachelor of Laws degree there in 1926. 
Admitted to the Florida bar that year, he began his 
practice in Titusville, and in 1927 became a member of 
the firm of Smith, Crofton and Wilson, which in 1932 
became Crofton and Wilson and in 1949 Crofton, Wil- 
son and Brewer. 


In 1926 Mr. Wilson was appointed prosecuting attor- 
ney of Brevard County and was successively reap- 
pointed up to 1951. He also served as attorney for the 
City of Titusville from 1947 to 1951. A member of the 
Florida State Bar and the Brevard County Bar Associa- 
tions, he was president of the latter in 1934-35. He was 
a Lieutenant Colonel on tbe staffs of both Governor 
Holland and Governor Warren. 

Mr. Wilson owns 130 acres of citrus groves in Turn- 
bull Hammock, north of Titusville. He is a member of 
Florida Citrus Mutual, president of Mims Citrus Grow- 
ers Association since 1951, and a member of the Flor- 
ida State Horticultural Society. 

Associated with civic and benevolent activities in 
Titusville through the years, he is a member of the 
Kiwanis Club and for many years was a trustee of the 
First Baptist Church of Titusville. He helped to build 
the present church by his generosity and work on the 
building committee. He is affiliated with Theta Chi, Phi 
Kappa Phi and Phi Delta Phi fraternities. 

On September 18, 1918, he married Seay Dormany of 
Perry, Florida, daughter of Willis A. and Mary Sue 
(Williamson) Dormany. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have two 
sons: Davis Eldon Wilson, born April 12, 1926; and Wil- 
liam Curtis Wilson, born December 29, 1927. 


DOYLE H. FRISBEE, JR. 


Now executive Vice-President and Cashier of the 
Brevard State Bank in Titusville, Doyle H. Frisbee, Jr., 
got his ambition to be a banker from his paternal 
grandfather, Marion Frisbee, who owned the Leicester 
Bank at Leicester, North Carolina (rural Asheville), 
and was a director of a second bank in Asheville. He 
was well known in North Carolina for his civic works. 
Like his grandfather, our Mr. Frisbee is also an active 
participant in civic affairs. 

He was born in Asheville, North Carolina, September 
12, 1928, son of Doyle H., Sr., and Carrie (Wallace) 
Frisbee, both natives of Asheville, where they still re- 
side. Doyle Frisbee, Sr., is retired from the Southern 
Railway Company. 

Doyle, Jr. graduated from Lee H. Edwards High 
School, Asheville, North Carolina, in 1945, and for the 
first six months worked for Jarrett Printing Company 
in Asheville. He then went to Washington, D.C., and 
began climbing the banking ladder by securing a posi- 
tion as runner with the City Bank of Washington. In 
August, 1952, when he was in the Loan Department 
of this bank, he came to the Citizens National Bank of 
Orlando, Florida. The following January he was made 
Assistant Cashier in their Loan Department and in 
1955 became Assistant Vice-President. In November, 
1957, he moved to Titusville to accept the position of 
Vice-President and Cashier in the newly founded Bre- 
vard State Bank which opened January 3, 1958. A 
year later he was made a director and in January, 1960, 
assumed his present position as Executive Vice-Pres- 
ident and Cashier. He is a graduate of the School of 
Consumer Credit, University of Virginia, Charlottes- 
ville, Virginia, and presently holds the Graduate Certifi- 
cate of the American Institute of Banking. 

Mr. Frisbee is a member of the American Bankers 
Association, the Florida Bankers Association and the 
Mortgage Bankers Association. He is a past director 
of the Greater Titusville Chamber of Commerce and 
a member of the Florida State Chamber of Commerce; 
an Elk of Lodge #2113; a past director and now second 
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vice-president of the Titusville Kiwanis Club; and a 
member of the First Baptist Church of Titusville, Boat- 
ing and bowling appeal to him as recreations. He is 
active in Little League Baseball by managing teams and 
organizing. 

In Greenville, South Carolina, on November 22, 1945, 
Doyle H. Frisbee, Jr., married Marjorie Lucille Bailey, 
who was born in Asheville, North Carolina, November 
17, 1928, daughter of John Ralph and Rachael (Lewis) 
Bailey. The Frisbees have three children: Doyle H. II, 
born March 21, 1952, in Washington, D.C.; Keith Doug- 
las, born June 27, 1955, in Orlando, Florida; and Barbara 
Diane, born August 25, 1956, in Orlando. 


WOODROW J. DARDEN 


Superintendent of Public Instruction for Brevard 
County since 1952, Woodrow J. Darden ranks high in 
the field of education and is listed in “Who’s Who in 
Education.” He is now president of the Florida Educa- 
tion Association, on whose board of directors he served 
for three years, and is also 1960-61 president of the 
Florida Association of County School Superintendents, 
which he previously served as vice-president and sec- 
retary. Superintendent Darden has evolved an instruc- 
tion program which is envied and emulated in many 
other school systems. For the past several years the na- 
tion’s newspapers and magazines have consistently men- 
tioned, and even carried full-length articles about, Bre- 
vard County’s instructional program. 

A native son of Titusville, he was born Julv 15, 1917. 
son of William Jesse Darden and Sarah Cornelia (Tay- 
lor) Darden. His father, who was born in Americus, 
Georgia, August 20, 1878, and died at Titusville October 
24, 1949, brought his family to Titusville in February of 
1917. He established the Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
in Titusville and was Standard Oil Company’s agent 
there for fifteen years. He served Titusville as a coun- 
cilman, as mayor for several terms, and as a member 
of the Brevard County School Board and School Trus- 
tee for several terms each. He was a charter member 
of Titusville Rotary Club and was very active in the 
First Methodist Church as a steward and as superin- 
tendent of Sunday School. Sarah Taylor Darden was 
born near Taylor, Alabama, March 23, 1875, and died 
at Titusville April 10, 1955. 

Woodrow Darden graduated with honors from Titus- 
ville High School in 1935 and was valedictorian of his 
class. He was an honor student also at Stetson Univer- 
sity, from which institution he was graduated in 1939 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Admin- 
istration. After working about a year in a retail store, 
he entered the United States Navy in August, 1940, 
graduated with honors from Midshipman’s School, 
Northwestern University, in February, 1941, with an 
ensign’s commission, and served as a line officer in 
Naval Air Stations in Florida and as port director in 
New York, California, and at Okinawa. When sepa- 
rated from the service in April, 1946, he had the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander. 

For about a year after leaving the Navy Mr. Darden 
Operated a retail business, which he owned. Turning 
his sights toward the field of education, he entered the 
University of Florida and received a Master’s degree in 
Educational Administration in 1951. His first position 
in school work was as teacher and coach of football, 
basketball and baseball at Titusville High School. He 
continued his studies at the University of Florida, 


working toward a doctorate, and received a Rank I 
Certificate, the highest professional certificate issued by 
the State Department of Education, in the fields of 
Elementary and Secondary School Administration and 
Supervision, Social Science, and Business Administra- 
tion. 

While working on his doctorate in 1952, Mr. Darden 
ran for the office of Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion in Brevard County and was elected. He was re- 
elected in 1956 and again in 1960. During the first eight 
years of his administration the Brevard County school 
enrollment increased from 4,700 to over 24,000. In de- 
veloping the instructional program for all Brevard 
County schools Mr. Darden has extended course offer- 
ings and put increased emphasis on the academic fields 
of science, mathematics, language arts, and social sci- 
ences. Based on the fact that a large number of high 
school students are not financially able to go to col- 
lege, he has developed a strong vocational program, in- 
cluding Business Education, Auto Mechanics, Electric- 
ity and Electronics, diversified Cooperative Training, 
Agriculture and Homemaking. 

Mr. Darden is a life member of the National Educa- 
tion Association and the Florida Education Association, 
a charter member of the Brevard County Education As- 
sociation, and a member of the American Association 
of School Administrators. Previous to his election as 
president of the Florida Education Association, he was 
president of District VII, composed of Brevard, Orange, 
Volusia, Seminole and Lake counties. He has been very 
active as amember of the Florida Association of County 
School Superintendents, of which he is now president. 
His fraternities are: Delta Sigma Phi (social, Stetson 
University), Pi Gamma Mu (honorary Social Science, 
Stetson University), Phi Kappa Phi (honorary Scho- 
lastic, University of Florida), Phi Delta Kappa (men’s 
honorary Educational, University of Florida). 

He is a member of the First Baptist Church of Titus- 
ville, of Elks Lodge #2113, American Legion Post #1, 
and the Whispering Hills Country Club. Swimming and 
golf are his favorite forms of recreation. 

Mr. Darden was married at Stuart, Florida, on No- 
vember 8, 1941, to Agnes Jeannette Carroll, daughter of 
Walter Thomas and Elsie Carroll, who was born at 
Valdosta, Georgia, October 14, 1923. Mr. and Mrs. Dar- 
den have four children: 

1, Sandra Carrell, born February 25, 1943, at Miami, 
Florida. 

2. Woodrow Jennings, Jr., born September 22, 1947, 
at Orlando. 

3. Frank Mark, born January 22, 1949, at Orlando. 

4. Janet Lynn, born September 26, 1959, at Orlando. 

Woodrow Darden has three brothers: Frank, James, 
and Jesse (“Dick”); and two sisters: Mrs. Susie Brown 
and Mrs. Maxine Duff. 


JAMES ALDEN HALL, M.D. 


Dr. James Alden Hall, a general practitioner in Ti- 
tusville and member of the staff of the Brevard County 
Hospital, grew up in Daytona Beach. His father worked 
on the Key West extension of the Florida East Coast 
Railway before he was married, and returned to Florida 
from Georgia to take up his permanent residence in 
Daytona Beach about 1922. He was James Campbell 
Hall. The doctor’s mother, Fannie Maude (Rivers) 
Hall, is living in Daytona Beach. 

Born in Wadley, Georgia, November 20, 1920, James 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Alden Hall attended the public schools of Daytona 
Beach and was graduated from Daytona High School. 
In February, 1943, he entered the United States Ma- 
rine Corps and served in the Pacific Theater of Opera- 
tions. After his honorable discharge in May, 1946, he 
entered LaSierra College, Arlington, California, from 
which he was graduated in 1950 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Biology. He then entered the College of 
Medical Evangelists in Los Angeles and received a 
Doctor of Medicine degree there in 1955. 

Returning to Florida, he spent one year at St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Jacksonville, as an intern, followed by six 
months in charge of the emergency room. During the 
remaining six months of 1957 he was associated with 
Dr. Clifford York in Lake City, Florida. Since then he 
has been carrying on a private practice in general 
medicine in Titusville. 

Dr. Hall is a member of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, the Florida Medical Association, and the Bre- 
vard County Medical Society. Mrs. Hall is active in the 
Brevard County Medical Auxiliary. The doctor is also 
a member of the Titusville Moose Lodge. Golf is his 
favorite hobby and he also enjoys swimming. 

He was married at Bakersfield, California, August 
15, 1948, to Mary Ivis Farrar, daughter of Floyd and 
Henrietta (Fields) Farrar, who was born February 6, 
1925, at Newton, Kansas. Dr. and Mrs. Hall are the 
parents of four sons: 

1. Jon Alden Hall, born June 18, 1952, at Loma Linda, 
Calif. 

2. Kevin Porter Hall, born May 14, 1954, at Los An- 
geles. 

3. Todd Campbell Hall, born March 3, 1956, at Jac’ 
sonville. 

4. Floyd Kimball Hall, born August 29, 1957, at Lake 
City. 


THOMAS CORWIN KENASTON, SR., M.D. 


Completing thirty years of medical practice in Cocoa, 
Dr. Thomas C. Kenaston, Sr., is prominent in his com- 
munity both as a physician and as a civic leader. He is 
the founder of the Kenaston Clinic, which has been in 
operation for twenty years; and was medical director of 
the Wuesthoff Memorial Hospital for the first fifteen 
years of its existence. He was active in the establish- 
ment of the hospital and in the organization of the Hos- 
pital Association. In addition to his activities in the 
medical field, Dr. Kenaston was one of the organizers 
of the Cocoa Beach State Bank, established in 1956, and 
served as President of the bank. He resigned from the 
presidency in November of 1958 and was then elected 
Chairman of the Board through 1959. He is still a di- 
rector of the bank. 

Dr. Kenaston was born in Nebraska July 3, 1903, the 
youngest of five children of Harry W. and Susan (Lam- 
pitt) Kenaston. His paternal grandfather, Dr. James 
Augustine Kenaston, a native of Ohio, came to Ne- 
braska in 1868 as a medical missionary and practiced 
his profession in Nebraska and at Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee. He married Caroline Elizabeth Scanlan in 1849, 
and one of their sons was Dr. Hampton Ray Kenaston, 
lane practiced medicine for many years in South Da- 

ota. 

Thomas Corwin Kenaston graduated from Butte High 
School and entered Creighton University at Omaha, 
Nebraska. He received his Doctor of Medicine degree 
from Nebraska College of Medicine in 1927, and served 
a year’s internship at St. Luke’s Hospital, Jacksonville, 


Florida. In 1930 he located in Cocoa, where he has 
remained, serving an ever-increasing clientele. 

During World War II he served two years in the 
Pacific theater with the amphibious forces as senior 
medical officer aboard the U.S.S. Colbert with the rank 
of Lieutenant Commander. After the war he continued 
as a member of the Reserve Officers’ Corps. 

In 1939 Dr. Kenaston built the first wing of the pres- 
ent quarters for his office, which served as the nucleus 
for the Kenaston Clinic. One of his sons, Thomas C., 
Jr., has been in practice with him since July, 1959. He 
is a pediatrician. 

Dr. Kenaston is a past president of the Brevard 
County Medical Society, a past vice-president of the 
Florida Medical Association, and past president of the 
Florida East Coast Medical Society; also a member of 
the Southern Medical Association and the American 
Medical Association. He serves on two advisory com- 
mittees to the Florida Department of Education having 
to do with Nursing Education. 

While at the university, Dr. Kenaston was a member 
of the Phi Chi Medical fraternity. He is also a member 
of the Elks Lodge, the American Legion, the Kiwanis 
Club, the Rockledge Country Club, and St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church of Cocoa, which he has served as 
vestryman. 

Mrs. Kenaston is a past president of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of the Florida Medical Association and past 
president of the Cocoa Garden Club. As Pauline Mitz- 
laff she was born in Menlo, Iowa, and attended the 
University of Omaha. 

Dr. and Mrs. Kenaston are the parents of four chil- 
dren, all born in Jacksonville, Florida. They are: 

1. Thomas C., Jr., born March 13, 1928. 

2. Robert Allen, born June 8, 1929. 

3. James Hampton, born February 9, 1935. 

4. Marianne, born September 21, 1937. 

All the sons graduated from Duke University. Thom- 
as graduated from Duke Medical School in 1954 and 
is in practice with his father. His sketch follows. Robert 
is an engineer with Lockheed Aircraft Corporation at 
Cape Canaveral. He married Janet Gingras and they 
have two children: Robert Allen, Jr., born March 25, 
1958, and David Hardee, born January 8, 1960. James 
is teaching Science in the Brevard County High School. 
Marianne married T. W. Graham Solomons, a Ph.D. 
in the Chemistry Department of the University of 
South Florida, Tampa. 


THOMAS C. KENASTON, JR., M.D. 


Specializing in Pediatrics, Dr. Thomas C. Kenaston, 
Jr., is practicing medicine in Cocoa with his father, 
whose sketch precedes. 

Born in Jacksonville March 13, 1928, he attended 
grammar school and junior high school in Cocoa, high 
school in Jacksonville, Duke University, from which 
he was graduated with an A.B. degree in 1950, and 
Duke University School of Medicine, where he received 
his M.D. degree in 1954. He interned at Valley Forge 
Army Hospital, Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, in 1954-55, 
and completed his army service in the Medical Corps 
at Valley Forge and Fort Dix, discharged with the rank 
of Captain in 1957. During the next two years he qual- 
ified for his specialty by a Pediatric residency at the 
Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio. In July, 1959, he 
joined his father, Dr. Thomas C. Kenaston, Sr., in Co- 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


He is a member of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the Florida Medical Association, the Brevard 
County Medical Association, the Cocoa Kiwanis Club, 
and St. Mark’s Episcopal Church of Cocoa. 

At Dayton, Ohio, on June 23, 1951, Thomas C. Kenas- 
ton, Jr., married Carolyn Bunn, who was born in Day- 
ton December 16, 1925, daughter of Walter Bunn, a 
native of Sugartree Ridge, Ohio, and Susan Cooper 
Bunn who was born in Kentucky. Dr. and Mrs. Ke- 
naston have two children: 

1. Alicia Ann, born in Durham, North Carolina, 
April 28, 1953. 

2. Thomas C., III, born in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, 
August 20, 1955. 


GUS A. WECKHORST 


Only three years after Gus Weckhorst established his 
TV Emporium in Eau Gallie he became known as the 
largest TV dealer in the southeast United States. When 
he undertook this business venture Mr. Weckhorst was 
fresh out of the Air Force, in which he spent nearly 
twenty years, although he is now only forty-two years 
old. About three months ago (May, 1960) he was chosen 
by the Orlando Sentinel as their Man of the Week, and 
has more recently won prominence in the field of speed- 
boat racing. 

Born in Etheridge, Montana, August 24, 1918, he is 
a son of Carl and Emma (Skordahl) Weckhorst. His 
father, a native of Oslo, Norway, is a farmer in Montana 
and spends the winters in Eau Gallie. 

Gus graduated from high school in Appleton, Minne- 
sota, in 1935 and entered the United States Army Air 
Force. Selected from enlisted personnel for pilot’s train- 
ing, he graduated from Flight School in January, 1943, 
with a Second Lieutenant’s commission and served 
in the Italian and African campaigns and in the Pa- 
cific at Okinawa and Japan. 


When he returned from Italy in October, 1945, he 
was transferred to Denver to attend the University, 
where he took advanced courses in Trigonometry and 
Calculus. He also attended the Guided Missile School 
at Lowry Air Force Base in Denver. Assigned to Pat- 
rick Air Force Base in June, 1952, he participated in 
the missile launching program, primarily the Bomarck 
and radar guidance control through the Bomarck pro- 
gram. This was part of an educational program with 
the University of Michigan. In January, 1953, he was 
transferred to Randolph Air Force Base in crew train- 
ing as aircraft commander on a B29 bomber, and from 
September, 1953, to May, 1954, was based at Okinawa. 
Finally, he was assigned to Pine Castle (now McCoy) 
Air Force Base at Orlando, Florida, to undergo training 
in a B47 jet bomber. On December 14, 1954, he was 
separated from the Air Force with the rank of Captain. 

Mr. Weckhorst returned to Eau Gallie immediately 
following his release from the Air Force and on De- 
cember 18, 1954, opened his TV Emporium, selling and 
servicing television sets. He now has four stores and 
thirty employees. In 1959 he sold over 1,000 sets. He has 
won several trips, including Europe and Caribbean is- 
land countries, for outstanding sales of General Elec~- 
tric Television and appliances. On November 2, 1960, 
he and Mrs. Weckhorst, with one of their salesmen and 
his wife, went on another Caribbean cruise. 

He is a member of Eau Gallie and Melbourne Cham- 
bers of Commerce, of Eau Gallie Planning and Zoning 
Board, Eau Gallie Lions Club, and St. Paul’s Methodist 


Church. His TV Emporium sponsors a Little League 
baseball team in Eau Gallie. His speed boat is a Ra- 
veau catamaran, 17 feet long with twin 80-horsepower 
Mercury outboard motors. In the Gold Coast marathon 
at Miami in July, 1960, he won second place in his 
class of boats. In addition to this latest hobby, he likes 
fishing and photography. 

Mrs. Weckhorst belongs to the Eau Gallie Order of the 
Eastern Star and paints as a hobby. As Bette M. Peoples, 
daughter of Frank and Bessie (Yowler) Peoples, she 
married Lieutenant Weckhorst on February 3, 1944, in 
Medway, Ohio, where she was born July 23, 1923. They 
have two children, born in Dayton, Ohio: Bunita Ann, 
born on November 6, 1946; Jerre K., born on August 24, 
1948. 


LANG W. GOODYEAR 


Operating Goodyear’s Pharmacy, a Walgreen agency, 
in Eau Gallie since 1954, Lang W. Goodyear, though 
still a young man, is one of the most prominent citizens 
of that fast-growing harbor city, which he has served as 
mayor and city councilman, and is a leader in almost 
every program for the welfare of the city and county. 

Mr. Goodyear’s family on both the paternal and the 
maternal sides have been in Florida for some time. His 
great-grandfather Goodyear came from South Caro- 
lina to Gainesville, Florida, shortly after the Civil War. 
His maternal grandfather was a cattleman on the open 
range in West Coast Florida. His father, Langdon W. 
Goodyear, Sr., a railroad conductor for the Atlantic 
Coast Line for fifty-two years, was born at Rochelle 
near Gainesville January 11, 1888, and his mother, 
whose maiden name was Sarah V. Priest, was born at 
Crystal River, Florida, January 19, 1901. Both parents 
are living in Eau Gallie. 

Born at Inverness, Citrus County, Florida, June 13, 
1924, Lang Goodyear attended public school in Dun- 
nellon, graduated from Lakeland High School in 1941, 
and attended Florida Southern College for one year. 
He entered the United States Army in January, 1943, 
and served in a mountain warfare team in North Africa 
and Italy, then in Company K of the 349th Infantry, 
88th Division, from south of Rome to the Brenner Pass 
in North Italy. He was awarded four battle stars and 
the combat infantryman’s badge, and was separated 
from the service October 5, 1945, with the rank of tech- 
nical sergeant, later commissioned a Second Lieutenant 
in the Air Force Reserve. 

After the war Mr. Goodyear attended the University 
of Florida and graduated in 1950 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Pharmacy. For the first four years 
he worked in Coleman’s Pharmacy, then on January 
14, 1954, opened his own pharmacy on Ninth Street, and 
now employes eight people full time and one part time. 
He is a member of the Florida State and the Brevard 
County Pharmaceutical Associations. 

Elected to the Eau Gallie City Council in 1952, he was 
president of the council for 1954-55 and Mayor of Eau 
Gallie for 1955-56. In 1958-59 he was a member of the 
Eau Gallie Planning and Zoning Board. He is a past 
vice president and past director of the Eau Gallie Cham- 
ber of Commerce, a past captain of the South Brevard 
Sheriff’s Auxiliary and Rescue Unit, in which he is still 
active, and is now Civil Defense Director for Eau Gallie. 
He was chairman of Eau Gallie Red Cross Fund Drive 
for two years, chairman of the Cancer Fund Drive for 
two years, and is a past director of the Brevard County 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Chapter of the American Cancer Society. A charter 
member of Eau Gallie Kiwanis Club, he was its first 
president, was re-elected president for a second year, 
and was a director for three or four years. He helped to 
sponsor a Little League football team called Sarno 
Lions, and for three years taught Sunday School at St. 
Paul’s Methodist Church, in which he is a member of 
the official board of stewards. He is a member and past 
treasurer of Harbor City Masonic Lodge #318, Bahia 
Temple Shrine, Orlando, and the Knights Templar of 
Cocoa Commandery; a member of Lambda Chi Alpha 
social fraternity, Scabbard and Blade (an advanced 
ROTC society), and the Mortar and Pestle Society, all 
at the University of Florida; a member of Eau Gallie 
Post of the American Legion and the Forty-and-Eight. 
Fishing and hunting are his hobbies. 


He married Katheryn Roux October 21, 1945, at Fort 
Meade, where she was born August 21, 1924. Her father, 
Dr. F. S. Roux, a Ft. Meade dentist, was born July 16, 
1885, at Gainesville. Her mother, Ruby (O‘Cain) Roux, 
was born August 6, 1885, at Lake City, Florida, and died 
at Fort Meade, October 18, 1957. Mrs. Goodyear is a 
graduate of Florida Southern College in the class of 
1945 and a member of Alpha Chi Omega Sorority. 

The Goodyears have had four sons, of whom two are 
living: 

1. Wayne Lang, born October 21, 1946, at Lakeland, 
died the next day. 

2. Randall Lang, born May 25, 1949, at Gainesville. 

3. Stuart Scott, born January 21, 1953, at Eau Gallie, 
died January 22, 1955. 

4. Jeffrey Tod, born April 19, 1958, at Eau Gallie. 


H. T. WILLIAMS 


H. T. (“Bill”) Williams of Titusville was Sheriff of 
Brevard County for twenty years and has been a citrus 
grower about the same length of time. His wife’s father, 
James R. Ragan, was a pioneer settler in Brevard 
County, coming from North Carolina. He homesteaded 
97 acres on Merritt Island. Mr. Williams’ father, Green 
B. Williams, was born July 3, 1853, in Person County, 
North Carolina, where he was a farmer. He died there 
June 5, 1938. His wife, H. T.’s mother, was Lillian Martin 
Moore, born February 19, 1869, at Danville, Virginia, 
died November 10, 1931, in Person County, North Caro- 
hina, 

Born at Woodsdale, North Carolina, November 7, 
1901, H. T. Williams attended public school in Person 
County and in Turbeville, Virginia, and worked on the 
family farm. In the fall of 1922 he came to Cocoa, 
Florida, and worked in several lines of business until 
he went on the Cocoa police force in 1924. In 1925 he 
became Deputy to Sheriff L. W. Doolittle, later Chief 
Deputy to Sheriff Roy F. Roberts. He was elected 

Sheriff of Brevard County in 1936, took office in 1937, 
and served until 1957, when he retired, having been 
elected five times without opposition. 

Mr. Williams is a director and one of the organizers 
of the Brevard State Bank, which opened in January, 
1958. He is a member of the Mims Citrus Growers As- 
sociation, a past member of the Titusville Chamber of 
Commerce, a member of the Florida and Brevard County 
Peace Officers Association, and a past vice-president of 
the Florida Sheriffs Association. He is also a past charter 
member of Elks Lodge #2113 of Cocoa and a charter 


member of the Elks Lodge in Titusville, and was a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church in Person County, North 
Carolina. 


At Titusville on April 28, 1933, he married Minnie 
Ragan, who was born at Rockledge, Florida, January 
16, 1908. Her father, James Randolph Ragan, was born 
in Columbus County, North Carolina, May 4, 1860, and 
died at Eau Gallie, Florida, May 12, 1912. Her mother, 
Margaret Lancaster Ragan, was born at Hawkinsville, 
Georgia, May 21, 1880, and died at Titusville February 
19, 1951. 

Mrs. Williams is a member and past regent of the 
Indian River chapter of the D.A.R.; a member of Chris- 
tian Temple Manor chapter of the Colonial Dames of 
the 17th Century; a past president of the Titusville 
Woman’s Club; past president of Hibiscus Circle of the 
Titusville Garden Club; past chairman of the Fund 
Drive of North Brevard chapter of the American Red 
Cross. She was appointed by Governor Charlie Johns 
to the Brevard Library Board for two years, and is a 
past member of the board of the Titusville Library. 

Mrs. Williams’ hobbies are antiques and genealogy. 
Her husband likes to go hunting. 


JAMES W. DUNN 


The present Sheriff of Brevard County, James W. 
(“Jimmy”) Dunn, now in his second four-year term of 
office (1960), holds a teacher’s degree, but instead of 
pursuing a career in Education he became first a pro- 
fessional baseball player and then a guardian of the law. 


Born at Morgan, Georgia, September 19, 1915, he is 
a son of B. Frank and Sally (Wooten) Dunn. Both his 
parents were born in Georgia, his father in Calhoun 
County, his mother at Shelman. His mother died at 
Morgan in 1927, his father in 1950. He was a farmer, 


Jimmy graduated from Morgan High School in 1934, 
attended Brewton Parker Junior College at Mount Ver- 
non, Georgia, and Georgia Teachers College at States- 
boro. While still in college he played with Concord, 
North Carolina, in the Carolina State Class D Baseball 
League, and after college continued to play baseball as 
a catcher until 1941. 


Coming to Cocoa, Florida, in 1951, he joined the Police 
Department and was there until he entered the United 
States Army, October 10, 1943. He served with the 519th 
Military Police Battalion in the Philippines and in 
Okinawa and was discharged in September, 1946, as 
First Sergeant. After his return from the service he 
joined the Brevard County Sheriff's Department. He 
was elected Sheriff in 1956 and re-elected in May, 1960. 

Mr. Dunn is president of the Brevard County Peace 
Officers Association and has held that officer for twelve 
terms. He is a past director of the Florida Sheriffs 
Boys’ Ranch, a member of the Cocoa Post of the Ameri- 
can Legion, the Cocoa Moose Lodge, the Titusville Elks 
Club (charter member), and Brevard County Sports- 
man’s Association. His hobbies are baseball, fishing, 
hunting and practically all sports. His religious affilia- 
tion is with the Baptist Church. 

He was married at Morgan, Georgia, March 9, 1941, 
to Sara Whitaker, daughter of James K. and Mae 
Whitaker, who was born in Leary, Georgia, August 1, 
1923. Mr. and Mrs. Dunn have a son, James W. Dunn, 
Jr., born at Cocoa, Florida, December 30, 1959. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


JOHN CORTLANDT FLAKE 


Secretary and general manager of Mims Citrus Grow- 
ers Association since 1953, John Cortlandt Flake grew 
up in the citrus business with his father, Cortlandt 
Francis Flake, a grower, who came into the Mims As- 
sociation in the second year of its operation and was its 
secretary from 1929 to the time of his death. Cortlandt 
Flake was born in Hastings, St. Johns County, August 
29, 1889, and died in Titusville February 25, 1953. His 
father, John’s grandfather, came to Florida from Geor- 
gia and acquired land in Hastings, where he raised 
cattle and truck crops. John’s mother was Clara Tyner, 
born in Pinecastle, Osceola County, Florida, April 28, 
1899, now living in Titusville. 

He, himself, was born in Kissimmee October 23, 1920. 
He received his early education in the schools of Titus- 
ville and Cocoa, graduating from Titusville High School 
in 1938, and attended the University of Florida for one 
year. He worked in the citrus industry in Mims and 
Titusville for a year, and was with Gulf Oil Company in 
Titusville for a while. In June, 1942, he entered the 
United States Air Force and served in the Air Transport 
Command in the India-China Division, most of the time 
as crew chief, and was discharged December 5, 1945, as 
Master Sergeant. 

Returning to Mims, he was made packing house man- 
ager of the Mims Citrus Growers Association and after 
his father’s death in 1953 was elected secretary of the 
Association. He is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
vice-president of Plymouth Citrus Products Cooperative 
at Plymouth, Florida, a director of the Indian River 
Citrus League, the Florida Citrus Exchange of Tampa, 
Growers Loan and Guaranty Company of Tampa, and 
the Brevard State Bank of Titusville. The First Method- 
ist Church of Titusville claims his membership, and 
fishing is his choice for relaxation. 

At Haines City, Florida, on June 23, 1946, John Cort- 
landt Flake married Julia Coleman Burnett, daughter 
of C. M. and Harriett (Callaway) Burnett. She was born 
in Madison, Georgia, January 29, 1924. Her father, who 
is living in Titusville, also was born in Madison, Georgia, 
on July 29, 1891. Her mother, who died in Lakeland, 
Florida, was born in Eatonton, Georgia, March 18, 1896. 
Mr. and Mrs. Flake now have four children, all born in 
Titusville: 

1. John C. Flake, Jr., born March 25, 1950. 

2. Frank B. Flake, born July 16, 1954. 

3. James Callaway Flake, born May 15, 1958. 

4. Lucy Meredith Flake, born May 10, 1960. 


GERARD E. CHRISTIE, M.D. 


Dr. Gerard E, Christie has been practicing medicine 
in Titusville since 1936. He was one of the founders of 
the North Brevard Hospital; which he served as Med- 
ical Advisor during its early years and as Chief of 
Staff. He has his own clinic, the Nina Christie Clinic, 
established in 1955 in memory of his wife, who died 
that year. 

A native of Florida, Dr. Christie was born in Pensa- 
cola December 15, 1908, son of John Hayden Christie, 
who was born in Quebec, Canada, in 1861 and died in 
Pensacola in January, 1933. He was a contracting steve- 
dore and superintendent of shipyards at Orange, Texas, 
during the first World War. Very active in politics, he 
was known as “the Grand Old Warrior” because of his 
fighting for civic improvements and other good causes 


in Pensacola. His wife, the doctor’s mother, was Mary 
Edwina Quina, whose family came to Pensacola from 
Spain in 1805. She was born in Pensacola March 26, 
1869, and died in New York City. 

Gerard Christie attended a parochial grammar school 
and graduated from Pensacola High School in 1926. At 
Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama, he received a 
Bachelor of Science degree, then went to Tulane Uni- 
versity School of Medicine where he received his Doc- 
tor of Medicine degree in 1932. He interned at Duval 
Hospital, Jacksonville, for two and a half years, fol- 
lowed by a six-months residency at the same hospital, 
which is now known as Duval County Medical Center. 
In the latter part of 1935 he assumed the duties of 
physician for the Peavy-Wilson Sawmill at Holopaw, 
Florida. He came to Titusville in October, 1936, and 
began his private practice there, where he has con- 
tinued to serve the people of that community for twen- 
ty-five years now. In 1955, when he established his 
clinic, he took on an associate, Dr. W. H. Bennett, a 
Titusville man. Dr. Christie specializes in Internal 
Medicine. 

He is a member of the American Medical Association, 
the Southern Medical Association, the Florida Medical 
Association, the Brevard County Medical Association, 
which he has served as president several times, and 
the Society of Internal Medicine. He belongs to the 
Mendelian Society, a scientific fraternity at Spring Hill 
College, and Phi Rho Sigma, a medical fraternity at 
Tulane University. He was a charter member of the 
Titusville Lions Club and is a member of St. Theresa’s 
Catholic Church at Titusville. Fishing and boating are 
his preferred recreations. 

Dr. Christie was married at Jacksonville, Florida, 
October 4, 1934, to Nina Welcome Valentine, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Valentine, who was born 
March 28, 1905, at Fork Rapids, Minnesota, and died 
August 1, 1955, at Titusville, Florida. She was a regis- 
tered nurse, a graduate of Florida East Coast Hospital 
Nursing School. Two children were born to Dr. and 
Mrs. Christie: 

1. Irene Catherine, now Mrs. Jack V. Miller, born 
December 15, 1935, at Melbourne. 

2. Gerard Edwart Christie, born June 21, 1939, at 
Titusville. He is a laboratory technician, associated 
with his father. 


JOHN D. NASH 


Tax Collector of Brevard County for the past seven 
years, John D. Nash was formerly associated with the 
Brevard Title and Abstract Company in Titusville for 
more than twenty-seven years. Mr. Nash is also a grove 
owner and has played an active part in the political and 
economic life of Brevard County. 

Son of John Isaac Nash, a stonecutter of Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, who died in 1936, and Louisana B. 
(Mason) Nash, who died at Atlanta in 1941, John D. 
Nash was born at Stone Mountain, Georgia, Octoebr 24, 
1904. He graduated from Stone Mountain High School 
in 1921 and from Georgia School of Technology in 
June, 1925, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering. 

Arriving in Titusville, Florida, on June 18, 1925, he 
began working for Brevard Title and Abstract Company 
and was made manager the following year. In 1936 he 
became secretary-treasurer and a co-owner of the firm. 
He continued in this business for another seventeen 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


years, finally selling his interest in January, 1953, just 
prior to taking office as Brevard County Tax Collector 
on January 7, 1953. 

Mr. Nash has owned citrus groves in the LaGrange 
area of Brevard County since 1944 and now has a little 
more than 58 acres. He enjoys working in the groves 
and in the garden, helping his wife raise flowers. She 
has a greenhouse for her orchids. Both he and his wife 
are members of the Brevard County Orchid Society. 

Mr. Nash is now secretary-treasurer of the Florida 
Association of County Tax Collectors, a member of the 
National Association of County Officials, the Titusville 
Chamber of Commerce, Florida Citrus Mutual, Mims 
Citrus Growers Association, of which he is a director, 
and is a director of the Citizens Bank of Titusville. He 
was a member of the Brevard County School Board 
for more than eleven years and was chairman when he 
resigned to run for the office of Tax Collector. He is a 
past Mayor of Titusville and a past secretary of Brevard 
County Democratic Executive Committee. 

He has been president (1936) of the Titusville Rotary 
Club, also secretary and a director; is a charter member 
and now Exalted Ruler of Elks Lodge #2113; a past 
Master (1934) of Indian River Masonic Lodge #90, mem- 
ber of Orlando Consistory and Morocco Temple Shrine 
of Jacksonville, a past High Priest of the York Rite 
Masons of Indian River Chapter #27, member of Hiram 
Council #13 of Cocoa and Brevard Commandery #24 of 
Cocoa, and a Knight of the York Cross of Honor. His 
church is the First Baptist of Titusville. 

Mrs. Nash is active in the Woman’s Club and the 
Hibiscus Circle of the Garden Club, in which she has 
served as secretary-treasurer and president, and in the 
Order of the Eastern Star, Chapter #6. She is a trustee 
of the First Methodist Church and formerly taught the 
children’s class in Sunday School there. 

As Mildred Lucille Strickland, a member of an old 
family of Florida, daughter of George J. and Texas 
(Lanier) Strickland, she was born at Dupont, Florida, 
Flagler County; August 18, 1906. She and Mr. Nash 
were married at Orlando, Florida, September 5, 1928. 
They have a son, John D. Nash, Jr., born July 10, 1930, 
at Orlando, who married Janet Smith of Burlington, 
North Carolina. John, Jr., and Janet Nash have two sons, 
John David and Allan Scott Nash. 


CARMELO CRISAFULLI 


An early settler and citrus grower on Merritt Island, 
Carmelo Crisafulli can look back with satisfaction over 
the forty years since he made this island his home. He 
started his two sons off with about twenty acres of 
grove apiece and a home, and still has fifty acres of 
prove for himself. Some of the fruit is sold through his 
daughter’s gift-fruit packing house, Policicchio and 
Crisafulli Groves, which was begun by Papa Crisafulli 
about 1940. 

Son of John Crisafulli and Carolina Domaio, Carmelo 
Crisafulli was born in Sicily, Italy, October 24, 1888. He 
attended public school at Antillo and Messina and 
served in the Italian Army from 1908 to 1910. In 1911 
he came to New York, where he remained about one 
year, then went to Wadsworth, Ohio, and worked for 
the Ohio Match Company. 

On February 28, 1920, with his wife and three young 
children, he arrived at Courtenay on Merritt Island, 
which had a post office that far back but has not yet 
been incorporated as a township, an end the Crisafulli 


family is working for. In partnership with his brother 
Joe, Carmelo bought 160 acres which had been the 
Stanley LaRoche homestead, and they started setting 
out a citrus grove. The partnership continued until 
1936, when it was divided. Mr. Crisafulli’s groves were 
among the first on the east coast to use pumps for 
drainage. He is a member of the Florida Citrus Mutual 
organization. 

Probably for want of a church in the area, Carmelo 
Crisafulli founded the Christian Church in his home in 
1930 and in 1948 gave land for the erection of a church 
building. In the first few years of the church’s existence 
he conducted the services as a lay minister and is now 
an Elder. The church now has about eighty members 
and a ten to fifteen-piece orchestra, in which the Crisa- 
fullis are well represented, being almost all musically 
talented. 

In November, 1906, Carmelo Crisafulli married Do- 
meneca Smiroldo at Antillo, Italy, where she was born 
April 24, 1887. They have four children, the first three 
born at Wadsworth, Ohio, the last at Courtenay, Florida. 
They are: 

1. Carolina (Mrs. P. Policicchio), born November 18, 
1914. 

2. Josephina (Mrs. L. W. Ramshur), born September 
14, 1916. 

3. Tony, born September 15, 1918. 

4. Benjamin, born October 7, 1920. 

Mr. and Mrs. Crisafulli have twelve grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren. 


CHARLES H. BEENSEN 


Listed in Who’s Who in Engineering in 1941, the late 
Charles H. Beensen of Courtenay, Merritt Island, was 
the designer of a pump used to drain the citrus groves 
of the island, for which he was awarded first prize in 
the Functional Machinery Division in the Lincoln In- 
ternational Arc Welding contest in 1938. He was also 
co-inventor of a patented chlorination process. 

Born at Susquehanna, Pennsylvania, July 9, 1891, he 
was a son of Adelaide (Spellerberg) and Charles Been- 
sen, supervisor of machinists for the Erie Railroad. He 
attended public school in Bergen County, New Jersey, 
graduated from Pearl River High School, Pearl River, 
New York, and received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Mechanical Engineering from the Cooper Union Day 
School of Technical Science, New York City. 

Mr. Beensen worked in many different places in the 
country. On December 10, 1922, he bought twenty-sev- 
en and a half acres in Courtenay, Merritt Island, Flor- 
ida. For the first two and a half years, while he was 
building their home (the one in which Mrs. Beensen 
still lives), he and his wife stayed with Richard La- 
Roche and family. 

Starting in 1922, he began setting out groves. While 
he was away on engineering projects, Mrs. Beensen 
would supervise the blasting of holes in the hard rock 
for the placing of young citrus trees—a procedure first 
carried out in this area. 

In 1934 Charles Beensen became actively interested 
in water table control in Florida for agricultural pur- 
poses. The following excerpt from an article by Mr. 
Beensen is quoted from the technical book, “Arc Weld- 
ing in Design Manufacture and Construction”: 

“Due to the general low elevation of the land, dur- 
ing periods of excessive rainfall, at times twelve 
inches in twenty-four hours, the conventional drain- 


[351] 


ort mood hat doisiw aaioR | 
guises bere cout bine | 
lira bevaitnos «i 

g19W ssvO™ gitvteeix? 2 
40h eqmg sav oF Susan tase. Gel) Ad tex? of? _roms 


legtoM arti abliold ont tp tadimont - ak olf .egastiatd - 


wmiariaayre 

olsora. sete adi ol doula o te tnaw wot yldelorT 
al amod aid mi doiva) maiiebtid eff hobauel ilvtasinD 
paar & lo HOl}20718 of) woh bral oven BUT ni bas Wet 


soteteixs 2'iorucdo oft to ervaog wel Jord ott nf polbinad . 


wort ai bre tolvinio vel » ee avolvter oft boteutiaan of 
exodatom yindgis ivede sat wor deme odd «sbi oe 
~Geti ect oidw ni ,autessiove sapity-reellh of not & bas 
ulaeisor: Ue tworala yried balisgansge ow oun ailigt 
Systaolat 

«AT beitzem ilvigsihtD olsaraD SG! ssdarbvei al 
mod sew ode atedw ,vistl otttas te shinsime esonem 
ees) Jaa od! .norblido wot evad yodT .vael FS fingA 


abisoft .yanariwaD te teed ort! o1dO iittowshaW to mtod 
‘ane vail 

Al votive. sand .foidevisiiot A.) anitlere) J 
AiR 
dsdirestyo® mxed .(avleaich .W At elt) anidqgerzol & . 
Aet Al 

BLM ee etn. “ge mod “net £ 

Oat F retoiaO cinod. siiematiaedl & 


nerblitabarm vviowt pls iisfasizD iM bea sM 
aotblidabestm-lae1 tevse bes 


VSeviaga YW 2aaAnD 


aiaf off JPOL ai ynboigns of of W vod ct betail 
yaw .breelal Sitio .¥e mgt y0d w coaoot EH 
asvory audios ov simi 0) bow goog g Tr serntesh offt 
al oxisg Je bobrews sew oc dipiut w tot dasha ont to 
“nl slow edt nt soieivi® yugnidgal Ignatiaist ogy 
cele caw oH .S00r af feainos QnibleW os lemoitasrst 
zeesoiq noltentrolds botastay @ to sotnoyint-oo 

ad A083 2 ylult .siaeviveaneS .nnedevpene ta Amel 
-g08 golsedD bre (modislisg®) sbinishA To toe 6 ta'w 
dH Bboowvlieh viv] ads 10% eteicidsom Yo s08lviegue ,c9e 
net wold wlaved fesgiofl of lobrisz siitted pebratis 
«svi facd feorio? dail will TraekT gost botevbarg 
se1geb p2aaise io wledsell e bevisovt bre oY wel 
¥ed noiall wqo00D od} mov gaitosninell igoinadooM ai 
LD dio woh ponsioe tevtasiveT to loo? 

oft mi esoalg InsreRlb veers oi botow noe aM 
-veR-yluews tdyuod sd SS2l OI sodeastT 1O wre 
Pt. bake UroeM ocatelwol ad esop Bed ¢ bas as 
tw sab aliciw. etvoy Yad s. bas ows. A orft s0"% .cbi 
neteed ah slaidtw ed aeo oft) omork sisde paiblind 
awd ledoidl sdiiw beyste otiw etd gob’ ed ac liite 


bie odoott } 


ait esverg ium gaitisx nagod od poy ai oo 


ried aah org Np yetiroacti t Bs Youve. cm 
devh gerbe eat herd i 


inodeaxsitni \isviewy aaxaood 
DORE oi ab 


ghey tse, yonael & tuo i , 
bativib enw ti rodur Bear. 


aren? - 


ie "oy } + 


as Ms 
is 


Ay Raanbed 

























































ollivewtiT od? eleisitO Unwed io a 
ail, jlewtuM anid 
aotooub 8 2i.ad doit to tole 
olf .ollivaztT to das aneshid-edit 5 Oy 
biased foods? vinwoD bisveill ofl? 
al codw anertiads eaw beta 2709y | 
& #i oH t0fsello!) xaT bo safflo | 
bisve7tl to vinietmer Jeag s baa 9 
sottimimoD evihssaae 3 
wietoK oflivauliT act Yo (8€82) on en 
~sdrort tafres « a jroloesib 6 baa cnt 
jeaq « ;8118% oybed elld to 1lut we 
-asattt 08% agbol sinoasM 19vii1 deibal 1s: ; welt 
ead? slgimnsT ease bas vrotaiéaed ¢ aes ie 
Sil sho¥ edi Yo testi Apitt seq @ yall ed 
cami dL to sedman: .TS% tetqedD r98vit risibal 
to $% yrobosmmoD never bas 80909 to et 
«it sonoll to aeet) AwY edt lo Le aie ted 
olliven tT to sattqed teal 
oft bra dol VannoW edt ai svioa att = 
vat oda coidw oi dulD nobis) edt Io obi @ 
oft ni baa Jeshbietg bas w91weet~e 
ssisent wal ode OM qtgqad> 1h aaa eo 
ort tiguat ylwarict baa dowd. relbodieM tat 
ned? loos? ysbau2 ai eebls 
blo me Yo wwderara a Fa; wir allizet 
esaoT bua L, og Io vwidyuah P = wo 
ying pees ja wed | gr vasks | state 3 


om m 
ive 
ae of 


af 


es 
boeled iste ) wr 
tavo 
oH 
to 
Yo 
ald 


pe ra Y j 


» or 


Toes EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


age system is inadequate; the land becomes flooded, 
resulting in destruction of crops due to rotting of root 
systems and also due to scalding by the water becom- 
ing heated by the sun. At other times there are pe- 
riods of drought resulting in destruction of crops due 
to lack of moisture. This condition is particularly 
true in Florida in certain sections of the citrus pro- 
duction and winter vegetable crop areas. 

“During these rainy periods it is necessary to remove 
the water as fast as it falls, if possible, to prevent 
flooding; however, it is necessary to keep the water 
pumped out of the area under control, at times as 
much as four feet below the prevailing water level! 
adjacent to this area. On the other hand, during a 
drought, dry or cold period it may become necessary 
to pump water onto the area under control. Failure 
to control the water table and amount of moisture 
may result in a complete crop failure and in the case 
of citrus trees may even permanently damage and 
possibly destroy the trees. 

“The pumping equipment available to perform this 
type of work was costly, poorly engineered and fab- 
ricated, made too light and corroded rapidly, and 
generally broke down when it was most needed, was 
inefficient and used too much power, was poorly in- 
stalled and repairs were expensive and delayed. These 
pumps were not flexible enough to be overloaded 
during the first part of the flood in order to keep the 
water level down. 

“Having observed these foregoing conditions, I de- 
cided to develop and build a pump and driving unit 
that would be cheaper, more flexible, more depend- 
able and capable of being easily and rapidly repaired 
in case of break down. 

“In April of 1937 plans were developed for a new 
improved propeller type pump. Construction on the 
first experimental unit was completed in July and 
the unit was installed in August of that year. It has 
given exceptionally good service since that time. 
Plans are under way for construction on a production 
basis. 

“This improved propeller type is a radical depar- 
ture from conventional practice. If anything should 
break down it is only a matter of removing four 
bolts and removing the whole drive unit and pro- 
peller assembly and having it speedily repaired at 
any service station, or insert a spare unit. The same 
way with the pump engine, repairs can be made 
rapidly. However, in case of real emergency a similar 
engine can be removed from an automobile in a 
short time and put to work. 


“It is the feature of availability which makes this 
type of pump so valuable, as in many cases the loss 
of a whole crop depends upon how rapidly the wa- 
ter can be controlled. It is hard to estimate the gross 
savings accruing to the general adoption of the design 
of our new type propeller pump. However, for every 
dollar invested in a pump probably ten dollars or 
more can be saved during the life of the pump. 


“I wish to again repeat, without the aid of electric 
are welding the construction of this type of pump 
would be impossible, as there is no other method 
available to manufacture it.” 


From 1927 to 1938 Mr. Beensen was with the Florida 
Power and Light Company at Dania, and it was while 
he was there that he invented the pump and worked 
on the chlorination process to maintain a maximum 
heat transfer rate. His first pump was made for the 


Joseph Crisafulli groves. Mr. Beensen was also instru- 
mental in getting the county commission to put drain- 
age ditches in the area. 

In 1950, with Charles Crisafulli, Jr. as partner, he 
organized the B-C Pump and Engineering, Inc., but on 
December 19th of that year Mr. Beensen died. Mrs. 
Beensen is now vice-president of this company in which 
Charles Crisafulli, Jr. is president, John Crisafulli exec- 
utive vice-president, and A. Crisafulli secretary-treas- 
urer. 

Mr. Beensen was a member of the Florida Engineers 
Association, Florida Citrus Mutual and the Indian River 
Citrus League; a member of Sigma Alpha Pi engineer- 
ing fraternity; a Mason in New Jersey and member 
of the Blue Lodge Chapter, Commandery and Shrine; 
and a member of the Methodist Church. Mechanical 
development work was his hobby. 

He was married at Franklin, New Jersey, December 
29, 1915, to Julia Bailey, daughter of William and Alice 
(Courtwright) Bailey, who was born in Hackensack, 
New Jersey, October 30, 1891. Mrs. Beensen has two 
groves, one twenty acres and one of seven and three- 
quarters acres; and an interest in three other groves, 
the largest containing eighty acres. 


CHARLES W. CARLILE 


A retired citrus grower, C. W. Carlile of Titusville, is 
a grandson of very early pioneer settlers of LaGrange, 
two and a half miles north of Titusville, where he was 
born March 28, 1882. He is the fifth child in a family of 
thirteen children, five of whom are still living. His 
father, James Andrew Carlile, born in Meridian, Mis- 
sissippi, in 1848, came from Mississippi with his parents 
about 1859 to the LaGrange settlement, where they 
homesteaded about 83 acres, (a land grant given to the 
Carlile family by President James Buchanan) and set 
out groves. His father was highly respected in La- 
Grange. He died in 1902. Charlie’s mother, Emma Wine- 
gord, was born in Conway, Orange County, Florida, 
in 1854, making her parents even earlier settlers. She 
died in LaGrange in October, 1937. An uncle of C. W., 
Lawry Carlile, was the first postmaster of LaGrange, 
which no longer has a post office. 

Charlie Carlile attended the country school of La- 
Grange, which was first upstairs over the church, then 
at the old Albert Feaster place. He had his own grove 
since he was sixteen. After he was married he worked 
in the maintenance department of the Florida East 
Coast Railroad; then for Nevins Fruit Company at 
Titusville, starting as field foreman. He formed a close 


_ association with J. J. Parrish, an organizer and presi- 


dent of Nevins Fruit Company who became Florida 
State Senator. The two owned groves in the Mims- 
LaGrange area and Mr. Carlile was production man- 
ager. When Senator Parrish died, now twelve years 
ago, his sons, J. J., Jr., and Bernard Parrish, bought 
Mr. Carlile’s interests in the groves. He now has about 
nineteen acres and sells most of his fruit to Nevins 
Fruit Company. He is a member of Florida Citrus Mu- 
tual and an Independent in politics. 

On July 31, 1910, in Fort Pierce he married Maude 
Hayes, who was born in Holly Hill, Volusia County, 
Florida, July 7, 1892. Her father, William Terrell Hayes, 
was born in Dawson, Georgia, July 3, 1862, and died 
in LaGrange August 18, 1948. Her mother, Edna Sew- 
ell Hayes, was born near Palatka, July 11, 1872, and 
died at Fort Pierce January 8, 1945. Mrs. Carlile’s ma- 
ternal grandmother was born in Florida also. Her 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


parents came to Fort Pierce from Palatka by boat be- 
fore the railroad came through. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Carlile are the parents of six 
children, the oldest born in Fort Pierce, the other five 
in LaGrange, Florida. They are: 

1. Charles W., Jr., born August 10, 1911. 

2. Jesse Alton, born June 19, 1913. 

3. Ella Mae, born February 14, 1917. 

4. Erna Lorraine, born October 1, 1920. 

5. Margaret Elaine, born October 31, 1922. 

6. William Norris, born September 6, 1926. 

Charles, Jr., married Davielee Avery of Fort Pierce. 
Jesse married Ruth Ray of Titusville. Ella Mae is un- 
married. Edna married Clarence A. Tovey of Buffalo, 
New York. Margaret married Andrew Manning of Jack- 
sonville. William married Hazel Williams from Georgia. 


JOSEPH CANGNEY VON THRON, M.D. 


Though still a young man living in the missile age and 
next door to the missile base, Dr. Joseph C. Von Thron 
of Cocoa Beach finds himself somewhat of a pioneer 
in his area, where he was the first resident physician. 
He is now active in the organization of a new hospi- 
tal, to be called the Cape Canaveral Hospital, which 
he expects will be ready to open in the summer of 1961. 
He is chief medical examiner for a number of the mis- 
sile contractors. 

Born in Orlando, Florida, December 1, 1926, Dr. Von 
Thron is a son of Leonard Carl and Verdi (Cangney) 
Von Thron, natives of Ohio. His father was born at 
Oak Harbor, Ohio, April 5, 1895, and died there January 
30, 1940. A stockbroker, he came to central Florida in 
1924, and his two children were born in Florida. He 
returned to Ohio after the boom was over, in 1930, but 
came back to Miami in 1936 and was in the stockbrok- 
erage business there for two years. The doctor’s mother 
was born at Catawba Island, Ohio, March 5, 1899, and 
is now postmistress at Port Clinton, Ohio. 

Commencing his education in the public school at 
Catawba Island, Ohio, Joseph Von Thron graduated 
from Port Clinton High School, Ohio, in 1944 and spent 
one year at Ohio State University before entering the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy, from which 
he was graduated in 1948 with a B.S. degree in Marine 
Transportation. As part of his training, he was at sea 
on the Atlantic from the fall of 1945 to the summer of 
1946. Returning to Ohio State University in 1948, he re- 
ceived a B.S. degree in Biological Science in 1950 and 
worked his way through medical school at the same 
university, where he received his M.D. degree in 1954. 
He then interned at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Mi- 
ami, Florida, and served a residency in Obstetrics at 
the Western Reserve Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Coming to Cocoa Beach in October, 1955, he entered 
private practice there and a year later built the Cocoa 
Beach Medical Building, in which he has his offices. Dur- 
ing his first year and a half of practice in Cocoa Beach 
there was no drug store there, and Dr. Von Thron was 
obliged to be druggist as well as physician, like the 
country doctors of pioneer days, mixing and dispensing 
drugs from his office and his car. Since Cocoa Beach 
has a young population, a large part of the doctor’s 
practice is delivering babies. He got some assistance 
when, in November, 1957, Dr. Ben F. Knotts, Jr. joined 
him. 

In the summer of 1957 Dr. Von Thron became inter- 
ested in the building of a hospital to serve Cape Canav- 


eral and the beach communities. He has attended over 
100 meetings and is a director and Medical Advisor to 
this hospital. He is also a director of the Brevard 
County Heart Association, a past director of Brevard 
County chapter of the American Cancer Society, and 
past vice-president of the Wuesthoff Memorial Hospital 
staff. He is now treasurer-of the Brevard County Med- 
ical Society, a member of the Florida Medical Associa- 
tion, the Southern Medical Association, and the Amer- 
ican Medical Association. 

Active in general community affairs, he is a member 
of the Kiwanis Club of Cocoa Beach, the Church of Our 
Savior (Catholic) of Cocoa Beach, and Rockledge Golf 
and Country Club. Golf is his main hobby. He played 
in two Florida State open golf tournaments. 

On May 8, 1954, at Columbus, Ohio, he married Jane 
Ellen Taylor, daughter of James and Lenore Taylor, 
who was born in St. Petersburg, Florida, October 14, 
1928. Dr. and Mrs. Von Thron have two children, both 
born at Rockledge, Florida: James Carl Von Thron, on 
October 18, 1955; and Judith Taylor Von Thron, on 
July 10, 1957. Mrs. Von Thron is past president of Bre- 
vard County Medical Auxiliary and is active in the 
Cocoa Beach Woman’s Club and the Garden Club. 


MILTON B. GREEN 


Palm Laundry and Dry Cleaners, Inc., of Cocoa, 
owned and operated by Milton B. Green, is the oldest 
laundry and dry cleaning business in Brevard County 
and the oldest business in Cocoa operated under one 
person. 

A native of Florida, as were also his parents, Milton 
B. Green was born at Arinstrong, St. Johns County, 
August 16, 1909. His father, Andrew Jackson Green, 
was born at Sanderson, in Baker County, and died at 
Olustee in December, 1939. His mother, Mary (Shaw) 
Green, was a native of Lake Butler, Union County, 
where she died in 1937. Milton’s father worked for the 
Florida East Coast Railroad as section foreman for forty 
years, and helped organize several churches along the 
route of the railroad. He grew tomatoes at Perrine, 
Dade County, during World War I. 

Milton attended public school in different east coast 
communities, depending on where his father was work- 
ing, and graduated from New Smyrna High School in 
1928. While attending school he worked for Palm 
Cleaners in New Smyrna. In 1931 he came to Cocoa 
and built Palm Dry Cleaners on Brevard Avenue. In 
1940 he bought the Cocoa Steam Laundry on Willard 
Street and has operated it as Palm Laundry and Dry 
Cleaners since then. The business employs about 
twenty-five people and gives complete laundry and 
dry cleaning service, including rug cleaning. Mr. Green 
also operates two coin laundries in Cocoa. 

He is a member of the National Association of Laun- 
dry and Dry Cleaners, a member and past director of 
Cocoa Chamber of Commerce, and is now serving 
(1959-61) as City Commissioner of Cocoa, in which 
office he previously served five years, 1952 to 1957. 
He is a past president and past director of the Cocoa 
Rotary Club, a member of the Elks Lodge since 1934, 
a member of Masonic Lodge #113 of Cocoa and Mo- 
rocco Temple Shrine of Jacksonville, and a member 
of the First Baptist Church of Cocoa, in which he is 
past president of the Sunday School class. His wife 
has been secretary of the Primary Department for 
about twenty-five years. 

During World War II Mr. Green served about two 
years in the Cocoa unit of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


A baseball fan, he is past president of the Florida East 
Coast League and always attends the World’s Series. 
His Palm Laundry sponsors a Babe Ruth team and a 
colored Little League team. In addition to his interest 
in baseball, he likes to go bird hunting in season 
and also finds enjoyment in his seven grandchildren. 

He was married at Titusville, Florida, February 22, 
1931, to Marion Louise Bennett, daughter of Horace E. 
and Gertrude (Mosby) Bennett, who was born at Oak 
Hill, Volusia County, Florida, March 15, 1912. Mr. and 
Mrs. Green have two children, both born at Cocoa: 
’ 1. Milton B. Green, Jr., born April 25, 1932, who is 
vice-president of Palm Laundry. He married Virginia 
Harrell of Merritt Island, Florida. 

2. Martha Ann Green (Mrs. B. N. Park), born Oc- 
tober 5, 1936. She is treasurer of Palm Laundry. 


MYRON LESTER HABEGGER, M.D. 


After twenty years in the practice of medicine in his 
home town of Berne, Indiana, Dr. Myron L. Habegger 
came to Rockledge, Florida, in 1953 and has been car- 
rying on a general private practice there since then as 
well as engaging in industrial medicine. He is a member 
of the staff and the Advisory Committee of Wuesthoff 
Memorial Hospita! and from 1953 to 1955 was medical 
director for Pan American World Airways Division at 
Cape Canaveral. 

Dr. Habegger was born in Berne, Indiana, January 
29, 1904, son of Abraham A. and Selma (Luginbill) 
Habegger, both natives of Berne, Indiana, where his 
mother is still living. She was born March 19, 1884. 
His father, born September 21, 1879, died November 9, 
1945, at Decatur, Indiana. He was a farmer and poultry 
raiser. 

Myron Habegger graduated from Berne High School 
in 1923, attended Earlham College at Richmond, Indiana, 
in 1925-26, then went to Indiana University, where 
he received a Bachelor of Science degree and, in 1932, 
his Doctor of Medicine degree. He interned at St. Vin- 
cent’s Hospital, Indianapolis, until July 1, 1933, when 
he opened an office in Berne and for the next twenty 
years ministered to the people of his community. During 
that time he became the first scoutmaster of Boy Scout 
Troop #67 and held that position three years, after 
which he was chairman of the Troop Committee from 
1940 to 1953. He still gives financial and moral support 
to this organization. 

Dr. Habegger is a member of the American Medical 
Association, the Florida Medical Association, the Bre- 
vard County Medical Society (past president in 1957) 
and its Board of Governors, the American Association 
of General Practitioners, the International College of 
Surgeons, and the Industrial Medical Association. He 
was an organizer of the Brevard County United Appeal 
and was its president in 1958. He belongs to Phi Chi 
medical fraternity at Indiana University, the Ma- 
sonic Lodge at Decatur, Indiana, the Scottish Rite at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Bahia Temple Shrine at 
Orlando, Florida; the Shrine Club of Cocoa, Rockledge 
Country Club and the First Baptist Church of Cocoa. 

He was married at Muncie, Indiana, June 12, 1929, to 
Elizabeth C. Largent, daughter of Benjamin and Edyth 
(Case) Largent, who was born at Muncie, October 31, 
1902. Dr. and Mrs. Habegger have two sons: 

1. James Howard Habegger, born July 30, 1931, at In- 
dianapolis, Indiana, who married Jane Copeland of 
Bloomington, Indiana. 

2. Frederick C. Habegger, born June 6, 1935, at Berne. 


Indiana, who married Bettye Kimrey of Cocoa, Florida. 

Mrs. Myron Habegger is active in the Brevard County 
League of Women Voters, in the Brevard County 
Medical Auxiliary, the Citrus Council of Girl Scouts, 
and the Order of the Eastern Star. 


NORMAN H. RICE, O.D. 


Although he has resided’and practiced his profession 
in Florida only since 1954, Dr. Norman H. Rice, Op- 
tometrist of Cocoa, occupies a leading position in his 
profession in Brevard County and in the state. Through 
the Florida Optometric Association he is state chairman 
of the Committee on the Visual Problems of Children 
and Youths, and has been for the past three years. He is 
also a past president of the Indian River Optometric 
Association and is chairman of the Brevard County 
Visual Screening program through the public schools. 

Dr. Rice was born in Geneva, New York, January 20, 
1925, son of Theodore H. and Ella (Dickinson) Rice. His 
mother was born March 17, 1898, at Belleville, New 
Jersey, and is living in Schenectady, New York. His 
father, born at Old Bridge, New Jersey, September 5, 
1897, died at Schenectady in December, 1950. He was an 
electrical engineer with General Electric. 

Norman Rice received his early education in the 
public schools of Schenectady and graduated from Nott 
Terrace High School in 1942. After attending Union Col- 
lege, Schenectady, for one year, he entered the United 
States Navy in June, 1943, and served until October, 
1945, commissioned an Ensign in Naval Aviation. He then 
completed his pre-professional education at Union Col- 
lege and in 1946 entered Massachusetts College of Op- 
tometry in Boston, where he received his O.D. degree in 
June of 1950. He opened his private practice at Westerly, 
Rhode Island, that year and continued there until he 
re-entered the Navy in 1953 and spent the next eighteen 
months on training duty flying blimps in New Jersey. 
He is now a Lieutenant in the Jacksonville component 
of the United States Naval Reserve. 

Following his second stretch in the Navy, Dr. Rice 
moved to Jacksonville in 1954 and practiced his profes- 
sion there in association with another optometrist. In 
November of 1955 he came to Cocoa and put out his 
shingle around the corner from his present location, 
carrying on a successful private practice there until he 
opened his present offices, which he built in April, 1960, 
including an extra office for rental. In addition to gen- 
eral optometry he handles contact lenses and visual 
training. 

An active and interested civic worker, Dr. Rice is 
Democratic nominee for the office of School Board 
member of District Two, Brevard County; a director 
and past president of the Cocoa Lions Club; past vice- 
chairman of Brevard County Council, Boy Scouts of 
America; a member of the Board of Deacons of Rock- 
ledge Presbyterian Church; a Mason of Lodge #113 of 
Cocoa, the York Rite and Knights Templar; a fraternal 
brother of Delta Upsilon at Union College, Schenectady, 
New York; and a member of Rockledge Country Club. 
He enjoys golf but his favorite sport is sailing, and he 
owns a pennant-class 24-foot sailboat. 

At Lowville, New York, on July 2, 1949, Norman H. 
Rice married Joyce Boggs of Syracuse, New York, 
where she was born February 22, 1926, daughter of Dr. 
Edgar O., M.D., and Mildred Boggs. Dr. and Mrs. Rice 
are the parents of Leslie Ann and Patricia Jean, twins, 
born August 8, 1951, at Westerly, Rhode Island; and 
David Edgar Rice, born May 21, 1953, at Lowville, New 
York. 
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L. G. HARVEY 


An executive in the family firm of Harvey’s Groves, 
L. George Harvey of Cocoa and Rockledge is one of the 
business and civic leaders of his community. Son of 
George W. and Alice Mabel Harvey, he was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio August 8, 1914. He attended grammar 
school in Cleveland and high school in Cocoa, graduating 
in June, 1932. 

After leaving high school he traveled as a representa- 
tive in nine states for Pinkerton Tobacco Co., Toledo, 
Ohio, and for Liggett and Myers Tobacco Co, In 1943 he 
returned to Cocoa and entered into a business partner- 
ship with his aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Har- 
vey, who had come to Cocoa from Cleveland in 1925. 

After the new U. S. #1 Highway was built in 1927 
through the Cocoa-Rockledge section, Mrs. Blanche 
Harvey (his aunt) opened a small fruit stand doing busi- 
ness with the few tourists that passed. Some of the 
people who stopped at the first little stand are still 
Harvey’s customers. 

From the very beginning, quality, service and fair 
treatment to customers was Harvey’s policy and this 
policy has never changed. Although they are one of the 
largest gift-fruit shippers in Florida, they know hun- 
dreds of their customers personally, and are proud in- 
deed of the reputation they have made in this industry. 

Mr. Harvey is a past president of the Florida Express 
Fruit Shippers Association and Chairman (since 1955) 
of its Transportation Committee; Deacon of Rockledge 
Presbyterian Church; a Trustee of Wuesthoff Memorial 
Hospital, Rockledge; served as Councilman of Rock- 
ledge; Director of the Barnett National Bank of Cocoa, 
and a 32nd degree Mason. 

He was married in Cocoa November 25, 1940, to Har- 
riett Jannetta Carr, daughter of Harry Landis Carr and 
Mabel Carr of Chicago, who was born in Chicago 
January 22, 1918. They have three children: 

1. Sharon Gale Harvey, born in St. Petersburg, Flor- 
ida, on October 23, 1942—now attending University of 
Miami. 

2. Larry Marshall Harvey, born in Orlando, Florida, 
on August 19, 1945. 

3. James Boone Harvey, born in Rockledge, Florida, 
on December 17, 1959. 


ROY HARVEY 


One of the largest orange groves between Daytona 
Beach and Fort Lauderdale is owned and run by an ex- 
Clevelander who came to Florida to die some thirty-five 
years ago, and is still going strong. He is Roy Harvey, 
whose father ran a well-known moving concern for 
years, and whose brothers, Clarence and Arthur, are still 
in the moving business in Cleveland. Mr. Harvey’s 
principal business is as a shipper of fancy gift fruit. 

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, June 29, 1896, he is a son of 
William G. Harvey who was born in London, England, 
and died in 1945, and Johanna Schgert, a native of Hol- 
land, who is still living at this writing, aged 93. Mrs. 
Roy Harvey’s father was a bookkeeper for Wells Fargo 


_ Express Co., St. Louis, Missouri, and Mr. Harvey’s father 


= 


pioneered in the moving and trucking business in Cleve- 
land. Roy attended elementary and high school in St. 
Louis and Cleveland. 

In 1925 he owned a garage and used-car business in 
Cleveland, but was a sick man. The doctors thought 
perhaps the warm sunshine of Florida would prolong his 


life a bit. On November 18, 1925, he and his wife arrived 
in Cocoa. The Florida boom had just burst, and northern 
folk were going home. With borrowed money Mr. Har- 
vey bought $500 worth of lumber and began to build a 
small frame house on Route 1, just south of Cocoa. His 
wife opened a small fruit stand on the side of the road, 
which at that time was the only one for miles around. 
Buying his fruit from other growers at first, Mr. Harvey 
eventually bought some bearing groves and acreage and 
set out new groves. 

Today Harvey’s is famous. Travelers going north make 
it a point to stop there to get their citrus goods. It is a 
tremendously large place, beautifully built, and a palace 
among fruit stands. There are dozens of these around 
now, but Mr. Harvey says that the more people open 
fruit stands in competition to him the better business 
is for him and his nephew, L. G. Harvey, who has been 
a partner since 1943. They have 450 acres of orange 
groves, a packing house, restaurant and gasoline station. 

Harvey’s gift fruits have won many blue ribbons. 
They also sell jellies, marmalades, preserves, honey, 
candied fruit and nuts. One year they shipped 75,000 
Christmas packages. In addition to the United States, 
they do a large gift business in Canada and England. 
Dave Price, the sports announcer, is their Canadian rep- 
resentative. Some of the notables who are customers 
are: Herbert Hoover, Fred Waring, James Melton, and 
the Honorable Leslie Biffle. 

His church is the First Methodist of Cocoa. He and 
Mrs. Harvey were married in Cleveland on April 19, 
1915. As Blanche Boone, daughter of Harry Joseph and 
Mary Belle (Gale) Boone, she was born March 29, 1896, 
in St. Louis, Missouri, where both her parents were 
born in 1870. Her father died in 1909. Her mother, born 
August 28, 1870, died April 7, 1960. 


BERNARD S. FISCHER 


Bernard’s Surf Cocktail Lounge and Dining Room at 
Cocoa Beach is known worldwide, having been written 
up in Gourmet magazine, Holiday, Time, Travel, The 
New Yorker and the New York Times; and in books, 
including “Spaceport U.S.A.,” “War on the Moon,” and 
“Florida, a Way of Life.” Its menu, featuring Fischer’s 
seafoods, is one of the largest in the United States. 
Famous personalities from all walks of life are frequent 
patrons. The Surf is operated by Bernard Fischer, one 
of four brothers whose father, Samuel Fischer, founded 
Fischer Seafoods, originally a small retail market on the 
west end of old Indian River Bridge in Cocoa, now a 
wholesale company with branches at Cape Canaveral, 
New Smyrna, Fort Pierce, and Key West. Fischer Sea- 
foods is a partnership among the four brothers. 

Samuel Fischer, the father of this family, was born 
in Austria and came to the United States in 1892. He was 
a designer of ladies’ dresses in New York City for some 
time and later manufactured them in Savannah, Geor- 
gia. Coming to Jacksonville, Florida, in 1923, he was 
there for two years, then seven years in Orlando. He 
moved to Cocoa in 1932 and was in the retail ladies’ 
ready-to-wear business until 1936, when he opened his 
seafood market. In 1956, with his son Edward, he estab- 
lished Fischer’s Outlet, a retail clothing and drygoods 
store. He died in Cocoa in 1958. Samuel Fischer was a 
friend to everyone and a beloved member of the com- 
munity. His wife and mother of his four sons, Sarah 
(Friegenberg) Fischer, who also was born in Austria, 
is living in Cocoa Beach. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Bernard Fischer was born in Savannah, Georgia, 
September 17, 1917, and was just about old enough to 
start school when his father moved the family to Jack- 
sonville. He attended public school there and in Orlando 
and graduated from Cocoa High School in 1936. For the 
next twelve years, excepting three and a half years in 
the Army, he was active in the family’s wholesale fish 
business. The Surf Cocktail Lounge and Dining Room 
was opened in October, 1948, and Bernard became its 
operator three months later. 

Bernard Fischer entered the United States Army on 
March 15, 1942, and served with the 501st Parachute In- 
fantry Regiment until November 25, 1945, when he had 
the rank of Master Sergeant. During the last two years 
he was testing new and captured enemy paratroop 
equipment. In 1943 the Fischer family bought the Ca- 
naveral Pier, which was later purchased by the United 
States Government to be incorporated into the missile 
facilities. 

Mr. Fischer is a member of the Florida Restaurant 
Association, the National Restaurant Association, the 
Cocoa Beach, Melbourne and Florida State Chambers 
of Commerce, and was the organizer and first president 
of the Cocoa Beach Business Association. His brother 
Louis is past president of Southeastern Fisheries Associ- 
ation, and his brother Sidney is a former mayor of Cocoa 
Beach and has been city commissioner for three terms. 
Each year since its opening Bernard’s Surf Club has 
held a “Chinese Auction,” auctioning off merchandise 
donated by other merchants to raise funds for the March 
of Dimes, Bernard’s pet civic project. This method of 
fund raising has been highly successful. 

On December 9, 1952, at Cocoa, Bernard S. Fischer 
married Ethel Louise Buford, who was born April 16, 
1923, at Nashville, Tennessee, daughter of W. M. and 
Nancy Louise Case Buford. Her uncle, Rivers Buford, 
was Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Court. 

By a previous marriage of Mrs. Fischer, the Bernard 
Fischer family have two children: Gerald Rodney 
Fischer, born at Brooksville, Florida, in September, 1943, 
and Lilli Louise Fischer, born at Orlando in September, 
1949. 


ROY JAMES AMOS 


During the administration of Roy James Amos as 
City Manager of Cocoa there has been remarkable 
cooperation among the City Council, neighboring Rock- 
ledge, and others interested in the problems of this fast- 
growing city. The county commissioners, also, have 
been cooperative. For seven years previous to this 
appointment Mr. Amos was tax assessor of Cocoa, and 
during that time the millage rate was not increased. He 
Strives to keep it that way. Mr. Amos is also an execu- 
tive and co-owner of Brevard Builders, Inc. 

Born in Richmond, Virginia, October 1, 1922, he is a 
son of Roy James Amos, Sr., and Ida Shelton Amos, 
both natives of Virginia. His mother was born at Rich- 
mond October 15, 1906. Now Mrs. Ida Herchik, she is 
living in Cocoa. Roy J. Amos, Sr., was born in Gooch- 
land County, Virginia, in 1890, and died at Portsmouth, 
Virginia, April 7, 1932, Starting out as a carpenter, he 
became a building contractor later in life. 

Roy Amos, Jr., received his general education in the 
public schools of Richmond, Virginia, and earned his 
diploma as a graduate of the Thomas Jeffierson High 
School while serving in the United States Navy. Enter- 
ing in December, 1942, he served aboard the destroyer 


USS Parker (DD 604) as Electrician’s Mate first class, 
operating in both the Atlantic and Pacific waters, until 
December 14, 1945. After a course in electrical engi- 
neering at Moorehead State Teachers College, Ken- 
tucky, he returned to Western Electric Company, for 
whom he had worked before his military service, and 
was a planning estimator in Richmond, Maryland, 
Washington, D.C., and New Jersey, serving this com- 
pany a total of ten years. 

He came to Cocoa, Florida, in 1951 and worked under 
Civil Service at Cape Canaveral. In June, 1952, he was 
appointed Tax Assessor; in January, 1958, City Clerk; 
and in July, 1959, was appointed City Manager of the 
City of Cocoa, the first to be appointed under the new 
city charter, the two earlier city managers having held 
their offices by a city ordinance. 

In 1954, Mr. Amos became secretary-treasurer and 
part owner of Brevard Builders,, Inc., who so far have 
built about 38 residences and five commercial build- 
ings in Brevard County, including the Newfound Har- 
bor Subdivision on Merritt Island. 

Mr. Amos is a member of the International City 
Managers Association, the Municipal Finance Officers 
Association, and Purchasing Agents of Florida, and is 
president of the Brevard County Industrial Board, 
whose purpose is to bring industry to the area. He is 
a member of Masonic Lodge #113 and Elks Lodge 
#1532, both of Cocoa, the Rockledge Country Club 
since 1952, and the Florida Golf Association. His reli- 
gious affiliation is with the Christian Church, but not 
locally. 

Mrs. Amos is active in Central Brevard Art Associa- 
tion. The former Ethel Jane Kimbley, daughter of J. C. 
and Lillian Johnson Kimbley, she was born at Arcoma, 
Oklahoma, September 30, 1923. By a previous marriage 
Mr. Amos has a son, Robert Leslie Amos, born October 
19, 1940, at Richmond, Virginia. 


THOMAS FRANCIS KENNEY 


One of the Kenney brothers who founded Kenney 
Construction Company of Orlando in the boom days 
and engaged extensively in building work, beth com- 
mercial and residential, as well as water, sewer and 
highway work, Thomas F. Kenney had large real estate 
holdings both in Orlando and at Cocoa Beach, where his 
son, Thomas S. Kenney, is now Mayor. He was known 
as a progressive and public-spirited citizen and also as 
a cheerful and charitable man. 

Born at Chapstow, Ontario, Canada, November 20, 
1891, he was a son of Michael James Kenney, born in 
Bay City, Michigan, in 1862, and Ellen Donnelly Kenney, 
born near Pinkerton, Ontario, in 1864. His father came to 
Denver, Colorado, in 1900 and died there in 1942. He was 
a general contractor in Denver and was very active in 
Democratic politics there. In the 1920’s he and his wife 
came to Altamonte Springs, Seminole County, Florida, 
followed later by three of their sons, Thomas F., James 
B., and Joseph Richard. The parents returned to Denver 
about 1930. 

Thomas F, Kenney was educated in the public schools 
of Denver and at Sacred Heart College, now Regis Col- 
lege. With his brothers, Jim and Dick, and their families, 
he came to Florida in 1925. For the first year and a half 
he stayed at Altamonte Springs, then moving to Winter 
Park, where he lived about five years. Like their father, 


the brothers had been in the construction business in 


Denver. Establishing Kenney Construction Company, 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


they got into the building business in Florida in the last 
year of the boom and managed to keep going after its 
collapse. Jim eventually returned to Denver. 

Kenney Construction Company built the Longwood 
Grade School; completed St. James Parochial School, 
Orlando; built the Sanlando Springs Swimming Pool, 
Golf Course and Club House; a part of the Orlando Air 
Field; alterations and additions to the Orlando Electric 
Power and Water Treatment Plant; the Winter Park 
Sewage Treatment Plant; the Longwood Harness Rac- 
ing Track and Longwood Dog Racing Track; and resi- 
dences in Sanlando Springs and Altamonte Springs. 
Tom built his own lovely home on Lake Ivanhoe. In 
1936 he took the contract for building ten miles of the 
Overseas Highway at Key Marathon, building the roads 
only, not the bridges. He moved to Orlando in 1933 and 
was later in the bond business there with F. Burton 
Smith. 

Mr. Kenney was a great believer in the future of 
Cocoa Beach and invested heavily in property there, 
owning at the time of his death the Cocoa Beach Hotel, 
considerable business property and undeveloped acre- 
age. After World War II he purchased the cantonment 
at Holly Ridge, North Carolina, from the U. S. Govern- 
ment, and for several years was engaged in dismantling 
it and disposing of the materials. 

At Saguache, Colorado, on June 24, 1913, Thomas F. 
Kenney married Florence Slane, who was born at Sa- 
guache November 20, 1891, daughter of James and Al- 
veretta Meyers Slane. Her mother was born at Monroe 
City, Indiana, October 29, 1864, and died at Saguache, 
Colorado, October 18, 1937. Her father was born in 
Denver, Colorado, May 21, 1861, and died at Saguache 
September 18, 1942. 

James Slane was one of the oldest native sons of 
Colorado and one of the early settlers of Saguache 
vicinity. He witnessed the complete development of the 
West and was a true pioneer. His parents came to Den- 
ver during the Cherry Creek gold rush in 1859, when the 
future city consisted of a few adobe houses. As far as 
he could learn, James Slane was the second or third 
white child to be born in Denver. In 1870 his father 
moved to Saguache and bought the land known as the 
Slane Meadows, near Hunt’s Springs. He was one of 
the founders of the town of Saguache and was its first 
treasurer. In 1871 the family left there in a seven-wagon 
train, trailing a herd of cattle. That winter they were 
snowed in at Fairplay and didn’t get back until the 
following June. 

James Slane was Sheriff of Saguache County, Colo- 
rado, in the early nineties, when the fight against out- 
laws was a hazardous business. He arrested the no- 
torious Kelley, who killed the slayer of Jesse James. 
He was Sheriff when the Soapy Smith gang was ter- 
rorizing the West and saw the kind of gun play that has 
thrilled millions since then in stories, movies and on TV. 
In his later years Mr. Slane spent many winters at the 
Kenney home in Orlando, and once entertained the 
press with reminiscences of his experiences as Sheriff 
in the Old West. After his term as Sheriff he entered the 
cattle business and was one of the most respected cattle- 
men and community leaders in that section of Colo- 
rado. At the time of his death he still owned the same 
huge ranch he had bought some fifty years previously. 
This ranch has now been in the family over sixty-five 
years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Kenney had three children. 
The first child, Kathleen Marie, born June 18, 1914, in 


Denver, died August 26, 1917, of diphtheria. Colleen 
Marie (Mrs. Gentry) was born in Orlando, Florida, 
April 17, 1927, and Thomas Slane Kenney was born in 
Orlando October 26, 1928. His sketch follows. 

Mr. Kenney was a member of the Orlando Chamber 
of Commerce and Kiwanis Club, the Orlando Country 
Club and the Sanlando Country Club. While living at 
Altamonte Springs he was a member of the Rotary Club. 
He died at Orlando July 20, 1953. On that occasion the 
Orlando Evening Star published the following editorial 
comment: 

“A Fine Citizen Passes On 

“Orlando has lost another prominent and progres- 
sive citizen in the death of Mr. Thomas F. Kenney. 
Tom, as he liked to be called by his friends—and any- 
one who knew him was a friend—was a great and 
jolly chap. He had a laugh that was contagious, and 
he seemed to always be in a laughing mood. In these 
days of stern realities, that is a virtue which all too 
few possess. But despite his affable disposition, he was 
a serious thinker, a keen business man and a public 
spirited citizen, a citizen ready to act at all times to 
shoulder his responsibilities of community obligations. 

“Coming to Orlando during the boom days of the 
middle 1920s, Mr. Kenney rose to the top of the finan- 
cially well off at the time, but like many others his 
success was predicated on the boom lasting, and when 
the tide receded so did his economic position. But he 
did not sit down and mope. He immediately began to 
rebuild his fortune and has been extremely successful 
in the years that have intervened. 

“Mr. Kenney has a wonderful family, including a 
son who has been in the service and a son-in-law who 
is still in foreign lands. A great believer in Central 
Florida, he has large real estate holdings here and 
at Cocoa Beach. 

“A very charitable man, he was always ready to help 
those in need. Mr. Kenney was a great Christian and 
a devout member of St. James Roman Catholic 
Church. His passing removes another of Orlando’s 
progressive citizens.” 


THOMAS S. KENNEY 


Now serving a three-year term as Mayor of Cocoa 
Beach, Thomas S. Kenney is president of Banana River 
Properties, Inc., developers of Cocoa Isles Subdivision. 
He was formerly in the field of electronics. 

Son of Thomas F. and Florence (Slane) Kenney (see 
sketch), he was born in Orlando, Florida, October 26, 
1928. He attended St. James Catholic School in Orlando 
through the seventh grade, graduated from Orlando 
High School in 1946, and from the University of Notre 
Dame in 1950 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration. 

For three months he was associated with his father 
in the Kenney Construction Company; then, on Sep- 
tember 10, 1950, he entered the United States Air Force 
and served as an electronics instructor at Keesler Air 
Force Base in Mississippi; later in Japan with the Far 
East Air Materiel Command, in charge of maintenance 
of electronic equipment for aircraft at a repair depot. 
Discharged with the rank of staff sergeant August 13, 
1953, he spent the next six months attending to the 
estate of his father, who had died shortly before that. 

In March, 1954, he went to work for the RCA Mis- 
sile Test Center at Patrick Air Force Base as elec- 
tronics instructor, and subsequently became installa- 
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tion engineer and then manager of their standards 
laboratory. He left there in September, 1957, to enter 
the real estate developing business as president of 
Banana River Properties, Inc., which, at this date, has 
completed about 150 lots of the Cocoa Isles Subdivision. 
Mr. Kenney is also president of Trident Associates, Inc. 

Elected to the Cocoa Beach City Commission in 1958, 
he served two years and then was elected Mayor of 
Cocoa Beach for a three-year term. He is a member of 
‘the Greater Cocoa Beach Chamber of Commerce and 
the Cocoa Beach Jaycees, chairman of the United Ap- 
peal for Brevard County, past secretary and past 
director of Cocoa Beach Kiwanis Club, and a member 
of the Church of Our Savior (Catholic) at Cocoa Beach. 
In politics he is a Democrat. He now makes a hobby of 
electronics, and also enjoys swimming. 

At Orlando, Florida, on December 27, 1950, he mar- 
ried Virginia Gatewood, born in Windermere, Orange 
County, Florida, June 10, 1928, daughter of A. D. and 
Virginia (Lawrence) Gatewood. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
S. Kenney are the parents of two sons: Thomas S., Jr., 
born July 12, 1956, at Orlando, and Dudley G., born 
May 11, 1960, at Rockledge, Florida. Mrs. Kenney is 
past vice-president of the Sea Grape Garden Club at 
Cocoa Beach. 


J. A. W. DAVIS, JR. 


The founder and president of Davis Engineering Con- 
struction Company in Cocoa Beach was a seasoned 
engineer when he came to Florida in 1957. His con- 
struction company built the Martin Company office 
building, Mayfair Cafeteria, and Boeing Airplane Com- 
pany office building in Cocoa Beach. He has designed 
five subdivisions and four trailer parks, and is pres- 
ently designing an American-type motel for the Duke 
of Bedford, to be located at Woburn Abbey Estate in 
Bedfordshire, England. This will be the first truly 
American motel in England. Mr. Davis is also con- 
sulted on structural and hydraulic problems by con- 
tractors at the missile base. 

Son of J. A. W. Davis, Sr., and Ruth Roman Davis, 
he was born in Huntington, West Virginia, June 1, 1922. 
His father was a civil engineer with the State of West 
Virginia and the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads. 

Educated in the public schools of West Virginia and 
North Carolina, J. A. W. Davis, Jr., graduated from 
Morgantown High School, West Virginia, in 1940, and 
after three years at West Virginia University entered 
the United States Army in March, 1943. After serving 
as an enlisted man in Missouri, he was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers in June, 
1944, and was overseas from December, 1944, to June, 
1946, in the Third Army in Europe and in the Eighth 
Army, 1303rd G.S. Regiment, in the Philippines and in 
Tokyo, Japan. Separated from service in August, 1946, 
with the rank of First Lieutenant, he entered the State 
University of Iowa and received his Bachelor’s degree 
in Civil Engineering in 1947, and his Master’s degree 
in 1948. 

He spent his first eight months out of college building 
a reinforced concrete house for speculative sale in lowa 
City. During the next four and a half years he was 
Chief Engineer for Baker and Coombs, general con- 
tractors in Morgantown, West Virginia, and in August, 
1953, became associated with R. J. Bennett, an architect 
in Morgantown, at the same time serving as consulting 
engineer for subdivisions. From August, 1954, to Feb- 


ruary, 1956, he was branch manager for the South- 
eastern Construction Company in West Virginia, and 
for one year after that was assistant professor in Ad- 
vanced Structure at the College of Engineering of West 
Virginia University. During this time he drew plans, 
built and supervised the construction of a replacement 
for the Engineering College of the University, which had 
burned. 

Mr. Davis came to Orlando, Florida, in March, 1957, 
and was sales engineer for Mann Construction Com- 
pany, designing and selling Butler buildings. In Oc- 
tober, 1957, he came to Cocoa Beach and established 
Davis Engineering and in August, 1959, formed the 
Davis Engineering Construction Company, Inc., of 
which he is president and his wife is secretary-treasurer. 

He was married at Winter Park, Florida, July 26, 1957, 
to Joyce Teresa Barrett, daughter of John and Ellen 
(Rutter) Barrett of London, England. Mrs. Davis went 
through the London Blitz in World War II. 

Mr. Davis is a member of the National Society of Pro- 
fessional Engineers, the Florida Engineering Society, 
the A.W.W.A., Cocoa Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
Cocoa Beach Rotary Club, and the Episcopal Church. 
At Morgantown, West Virginia, he became a member 
of Masonic Union Lodge #4 and of Wheeling Consistory, 
Wheeling, West Virginia. His fraternities are Tau Beta 
Pi Engineering at West Virginia University, Chi 
Epsilon Civil Engineering at the State University of 
Iowa, and Sigma Xi Research Honorary, also at the 
University of Iowa. His work is his hobby, but he also 
enjoys fishing and travel. 

Mr. Davis’ pet civic project is to lead a movement 
to provide municipal parking lots to prevent cars, both 
moving and parked, from spoiling the beauty of the 
beach as it becomes more and more populated with 
swimmers. From his point of view this is important in 
planning for the future of Cocoa Beach. 

Another of Mr. Davis’ civic projects has been work- 
ing with Mr. O. D. Peavey of the Brevard County Zoning 
Board, and with the Internal Improvements Board, in 
establishing sections of the new Bulkhead Line in Bre- 
vard County. 


EMILY JONES WATTS 


Now serving her twenty-eighth year as Deputy Tax 
Collector of Brevard County, Emily Jones Watts is a 
member of a pioneer family of Cocoa, where she was 
born November 12, 1902, one of seven children of 
Stephen Schell and Virginia Newton (Andrews) Jones. 


Her father was born in Jasper, Florida, August 5, 
1862, and died in Cocoa, where he was a merchant, on 
April 9, 1914. Her mother was born in Liberty County, 
Georgia, May 20, 1872, and died in Cocoa, November 
37/1950; 


The mother’s family came from Georgia when she 
was about twelve years old, arriving on a passenger boat 
at Poinsett Lodge, west of the present City of Cocoa. 
Her father, Emily’s grandfather Andrews, built a house 
right in the middle of what is now downtown Cocoa. He 
was postmaster of Cocoa, started a newspaper, and 
founded the Cocoa chapter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star, in which his daughter, Emily’s mother, was an 
active member. 

Mrs. Watts’ parents owned a grove where Broadview 
Manor Subdivision is now located, sixty-eight acres on 
the river north of Cocoa proper. They also owned the 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


site where the Seminole Hotel was built, and her mother 
named Peachtree Street, which runs by her home. 

Emily Jones graduated from Cocoa High School and 
went to work as a bookkeeper for her brother Clarence 
N. Jones, who had a wholesale tobacco and candy busi- 
ness. She worked for him until August of 1933, when 
she took a position in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at Titusville. About two-and-a-half years 
later she began working for the Tax Collector, H. C. 
Morgan, and when he retired in 1951 she continued as 
Deputy Tax Collector. She is now working under Tax 
Collector J. D. Nash at the County Court House in 
Titusville. 

Mrs. Watts is a member of the American Legion 
Auxiliary and the First Methodist Church of Cocoa and 
was a charter member of the Cocoa Pilot Club. She was 
married at Orlando, September 22, 1943, to Harry Mor- 
ton Watts, Jr., son of Harry Morton and Laura Chris- 
tian Watts, who was born June 30, 1906, at Shawnee, 
Oklahoma, and died April 22, 1951. Having no children 
of her own, she is very fond of the two children of her 
brother, Harold A. (“Buster”) Jones, who with his 
wife, Mildred Bishop Jones, and their children lived 
with Mrs. Watts until after the death of her mother, 
Mrs. Stephen Jones. The children are Thomas Michael, 
now in his senior year at The Citadel, and Judy Ann, 
who is in Junior High School in Cocoa. Their Aunt 
Emily buys their books. 

Harold Jones has been with the Cocoa Fire Depart- 
ment for seven or eight years, and another brother, 
8S. S. (“Brick”) Jones, has been with that department 
since it was organized. 

The foregoing sketch was written in October, 1960. 
On April 1, 1961, Mrs. Watts married Murray Gaines 
Smylie of Centerville, who was born March 15, 1897. 


C. SWEET SMITH, JR.- 


Like his father, C. Sweet Smith, Jr., of Cocoa, is a 
man of public spirit and action in the interests of his 
community and state. The senior Charles Sweet Smith, 
a native Floridian, born in Pensacola, was County 
Commissioner of Brevard County for eighteen years 
and was instrumental in getting the United States Navy 
to build the Banana River Naval Air Station, now 
Patrick Air Force Base. He was also instrumental in 
getting the causeway built to Cocoa Beach, and, in 
appreciation for his long-continued efforts to bring about 
its completion, State Road #520 (from Cocoa Beach 
toward Orlando) has been designated C. Sweet Smith 
Memorial Highway. His Ford agency, Smith Motor 
Company (now Smith and Wooten), was the oldest Ford 
agency under one continuous owner in the state. Mr. 
Smith, Sr., was also a developer and built a number of 
the commercial buildings in and around Cocoa. Having 
resigned from the County Commission for ill health in 
1948, he died in Cocoa June 5, 1951. His widow and 
mother of C. S. Smith, Jr., was Grace Hines of Bain- 
bridge, Georgia. She is living in Cocoa. 

Born in Bainbridge, Georgia, November 14, 1919, C. 
Sweet Smith, Jr., attended public schools and finished 
the twelfth grade and Junior College at Gordon Mili- 
tary College, Barnesville, Georgia; then attended Duke 
University in 1940-41. Entering the United States Army 
September 21, 1941, he served as an instructor and 
tactical officer at Fort Benning, Georgia, and at Camp 
Hood, Texas, where he set up an instruction program 
in anti-tank warfare. He then served in the Philippines 


until the war’s end and was released April 16, 1946, with 
the rank of Captain. 

On returning from the Army he worked with his 
father, assisting in the management of the family’s prop- 
erties. On October 1, 1952, he and James R. Gray, Jr., 
founded the Smith and Gray Agency, a general insur- 
ance business. Mr. Smith, also built and owns Radio 
Station WRKT (Rocket Radio—The Voice of Cape Ca- 
naveral), which went on the air June 22, 1959. 

When his father resigned as Commissioner in 1948, 
C. S. Smith, Jr., was appointed by Governor Caldwell 
to fill out the unexpired term of office, two years, and 
in 1950 he was elected to that office for a full four-year 
term. He served on the State Advertising Commission 
and on the Citizens Committee for Tax Equalization 
under Governor Collins, and is now serving on the State 
Racing Commission, to which he was appointed by 
Governor Collins in July, 1955. Very active in Chamber 
of Commerce work, he is a director of the Greater Cocoa 
Chamber of Commerce, a past president of the Cocoa 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, which honored him with 
a lifetime voting membership, and has served as vice 
president, national director and president (1951-52) of 
the Florida Junior Chamber of Commerce. By an act 
of the Texas Legislature in 1952, he was granted hon- 
orary citizenship in that state. He is a member of the 
local Elks Lodge #1532 and American Legion Post #22, 
the First Methodist Church of Cocoa, Rockledge Coun- 
try Club and its board of governors, the Seminole Club 
of Jacksonville, the Miami Club of Miami, and Sigma Nu 
fraternity of Duke University. His hobbies are hunting 
and golf. He played on a golf team while in military 
college and at Duke University. 

At Thomaston, Georgia, on June 20, 1943, he married 
Mary Virginia Watson, who was born at Thomaston 
October 22, 1922, daughter of W. B. and Mary Thompson 
Watson, both members of old Georgia families. Mrs. 
Smith attended Brenau College and the University of 
Georgia and is an Alpha Delta Pi. She is active in the 
Spade and Trowel Circle of Cocoa Garden Club. Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith are the parents of two children: 

1. Mary Virginia, born November 14, 1945, at At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

2. Charles Sweet Smith IV, born April 13, 1952, at 
Rockledge, Fla. 


JAMES RICHARD GRAY, JR. 


Partner and president of Smith and Gray Agency, 
Inc., an insurance busines in Cocoa, James Richard 
Gray, Jr., is also vice-president and secretary of Cause- 
way Beach Company, Inc., a Cocoa Beach land develop- 
ment, and takes’care of the family’s grove interests. 
Mr. Gray received the Distinguished Service award of 
the Cocoa Jaycees in 1953 for outstanding community 
service. 

He was born in Atlanta, Georgia, June 29, 1922, son 
of James Richard, Sr., and Ida Dorsey Gray. His mother, 
born in Athens, Georgia, October 9, 1890, is living in 
Rockledge, Florida. His father, born in Atlanta, Feb- 
ruary 28, 1890, died at Cocoa, Florida, September 26, 
1951. He was owner and publisher of the Atlanta 
Journal until 1939. When he retired in 1942 he moved 
to Rockledge and planted 80 acres of citrus. He was 
a member of Florida Citrus Mutual. 

Educated in Georgia, James, Jr., graduated from 
North Fulton High School, Atlanta, in 1940, attended 
Darlington Preparatory School at Rome in 1940-41, the 
University of Georgia for the spring semester of 1941, 
and Georgia School of Technology in 1941-42. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


On November 19, 1942, he entered the United States 
Air Force and after cadet training in Texas was commis- 
sioned a Second Lieutenant March 12, 1944, and served 
with the Ninth Air Force in France, flying 52 missions 
as pilot of a B-26 medium bomber. For his perform- 
ance he was awarded the Air Medal and the Distin- 
guished Flying Cross, and was separated from the serv- 
ice October 12, 1945, with the rank of First Lieutenant. 

After the war Mr. Gray worked for an insurance agen- 
cy in Atlanta for one year; then, on August 1, 1946, 
moved to Cocoa, Florida, to manage grove and affairs 
of his father, who was ill. On October 1, 1952, he and 
C. Sweet Smith, Jr., formed the Smith and Gray Agen- 
cy, and in 1955, when the agency was incorporated, Mr. 
Gray became its president. 

He is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual and Indian 
River Citrus League; a member and past director of the 
Greater Cocoa Chamber of Commerce; member and 
past treasurer of the Cocoa Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce; and a member of Brevard County Housing Au- 
thority, to which he was appointed by Governor Col- 
lins. He also holds membership in Elks Lodge #1532 
of Cocoa, Rockledge Country Club, Chi Phi social fra- 
ternity at Georgia Tech, and Rockledge Presbyterian 
Church. In 1953 he was a Cub Scout leader, Master of 
a Cocoa troop, and from 1950 to 1959 he was manager 
of Cadow’s Restaurant’s Little League team, which was 
the League leader in 1951-52-53 and ’54. In 1954, ’55 
and ’56 he managed the Little League All-Star team, 
made up of players from all teams in the Indian River 
Little League. For recreation he enjoys golf, hunting 
and boating. 

James Richard Gray, Jr., married Julia Bardwell at 
Heflin, Alabama, on September 1, 1940. A daughter of 
Ralph N. R. Bardwell and Frances Kennedy Bardwell, 
she was born at Atlanta, Georgia, March 29, 1923. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gray have four sons: 

1. James Richard, III, born August 15, 1941, at At- 
lanta, Ga. 

2. Sherrard Kennedy, born February 10, 1945, at 
Atlanta. 

3. Robert Louis, born February 15, 1948, at Cocoa, 
Fla. 

4. Roy Dorsey, born April 24, 1955, at Cocoa. 


GUS CALLAWAY EDWARDS 


The name of Gus C. Edwards, developer of Cocoa 
Beach, ranks with that of other great builders of Flor- 
ida’s East Coast and has a permanent place in its his- 
tory. Mr. Edwards had great visions for Cocoa Beach 
when it was nothing but a wilderness of saw palmet- 
toes, and everyone thought he was addled. The opening 
up of Cocoa Beach, making the peninsula and sur- 
rounding territory accessible to the mainland, was one 
of the main contributing factors which decided the Navy 
to establish a Naval Air Station at Banana River, and 
the northern part of the station was located on land 
which was owned by Mr. Edwards. 

Gus Callaway Edwards was born at Cornelia, Geor- 
gia, on March 28, 1886, being one of twins, who were 
the youngest of six children, there being two other 
boys and two girls. Mr. Edwards and his brother, Howell 
E. Edwards, an attorney in Atlanta, Georgia, are the 
only survivors of the six children of James Callaway 
Edwards and Emma Eugenia Wynne Edwards, both na- 
tives of Banks County, Georgia, where his grandpar- 
ents, James Frank and Anne (Jordan) Edwards, owned 
a plantation. On his mother’s side of the family, the 


Wynnes of Wales and the Burns of Scotland (the latter 
tracing their lineage to Bobby Burns) owned over 3,500 
acres in Georgia from 1803 to 1940. His father, who died 
in Atlanta, November 23, 1937, was a prominent attor- 
ney in Clarkesville, Georgia, where he practiced his 
profession for nearly half a century and served in both 
the Georgia House of Representatives and the Senate. 

Gus Edwards was graduated from Piedmont College 
Academy at Demorest, Georgia, in 1909, and attended 
the University of Georgia for the next two years. Hav- 
ing studied law, he was admitted to the bar in 1912, 
and practiced law with his father and brother, Howell, 
in the firm of J.C. Edwards and Sons at Clarkesvilie. 
He also practiced law in Washington, D.C., serving for 
two years as Associate General Counsel of the Home 
Owners Loan Association, and then as Special Assistant 
to the General Counsel of the Federal Housing Admin- 
istration. 

He came to Cocoa, Florida, at the invitation of the 
late S. F. Travis, one of Cocoa’s earliest and most prom- 
inent citizens, for whom the firm of J. C. Edwards and 
Sons had won an important case in Georgia. Liking 
what he saw, Mr. Edwards closed out his business in 
Georgia and located in Cocoa on October 23, 1915. He 
was appointed City Attorney the following week, a 
position he held for eight years, during which time 
Cocoa’s first paving program was carried through, the 
Indian River and Banana River bridges were built, and 
a system of paved roads in and around Cocoa, on Mer- 
ritt Island and portions of the peninsula, was built; 
also, Cocoa’s first modern schoolhouse, the present high 
school building, was erected. Mr. Edwards was attorney 
for all these projects and handled the legal work of all 
bond issues voted for their construction. During this 
period he often worked eighteen hours a day. 

When Mr. Edwards came to Cocoa he and an asso- 
ciate bought land in the section now known as Highland 
Park and developed it as a home site. To attract atten- 
tion to this area he installed a zoo in which were many 
wild animals found in Florida. In partnership with 
several associates, he also bought land at Cocoa Beach, 
visualizing there the next great center along the east 
coast of Florida. The lands which Mr. Edwards and his 
associates purchased extended along the ocean front for 
two and one-half miles where the Town of Cocoa Beach 
was originally established and was later incorporated 
by Mr. Edwards, consisting of approximately 600 acres. 
Originally, several prominent men were associated with 
Mr. Edwards in the ownership of the vast acreage on 
the ocean peninsula, but in 1923 he bought out all of his 
associates and added considerable acreage to his town 
site, and as sole owner began the active development of 
the beach lands, having resigned from his position as 
City Attorney in February of that year and given up 
his law practice to devote his entire time to this project. 

In the early development of Cocoa Beach Mr. Ed- 
wards spent more than $300,000. Fifty acres were cleared 
and graded in and around what is now the center of the 
town of Cocoa Beach at a cost of approximately 
$100,000. 

A forceful figure in presenting his views, Mr. Ed- 
wards was joined by citizens of Cocoa and Merritt Is- 
land in building the first bridge from Cocoa to Merritt 
Island, which was opened to traffic on May 1, 1917, from 
funds derived from the voting of $40,000 in bonds in 
the Merritt Island District and $35,000 in bonds of the 
town of Cocoa. This was the first step in making the 
Beach accessible to the mainland. About the year 1922, 
the citizens of Cocoa, Merritt Island and the ocean 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


peninsula joined in a bond issue to build additional 
roads on Merritt Island to connect with the beach 
across Banana River, which road and bridge were 
opened to traffic on July 4, 1923. Thereafter, develop- 
ment and action were fast at Cocoa Beach. Mr. Ed- 
wards built the first electric power line from the village 
of Merritt to the Beach in 1925, which by that time had 
been incorporated by Mr. Edwards and, by him, named 
Cocoa Beach. 

Among other outstanding contributions to the cultural 
side of Cocoa Beach, Mr. Edwards built the first com- 
munity church in 1927 as a memorial to his mother, 
which church still stands, and in recent years has been 
greatly improved and enlarged. A unique feature of this 
church is that it has a bell tower and bell which is elec- 
trically operated, which Mr. Edwards had manufac- 
tured in Holland, with appropriate engravings on the 
bell to show that the bell and the church were built as 
a memorial to his mother. At the present time this 
church is utilized by new congregations forming at the 
Beach until they can erect their own buildings. So far, 
the Cocoa Beach Community Church, the Cocoa Beach 
Episcopal Church, the Cocoa Beach Presbyterian 
Church, and the Cocoa Methodist Church have started 
in this building, and at the present time the Cocoa 
Beach Christian Church is enjoying the use of the 
building until it can develop to a point where its own 
independent church can be built. Mr. Edwards is a 
great believer in churches, and has made a liberal do- 
nation to practically all of the churches which have 
been established in the Cocoa Beach area. 

In the past two years Mr. and Mrs. Edwards have 
donated a park to Cocoa Beach to be known as Central 
Park, on one portion of which has been built a very 
substantial Little League Baseball field which the 
League, in honor of Mr. Edwards, has named Edwards 
Field. 

When the land boom of the twenties came, plenty of 
attention was focused on this area, and particularly the 
beach, but the dealings of those days did not last long. 
In the collapse of the boom in 1926 Mr. Edwards was 
hurt, as were many others, but he still held onto as 
much of the Cocoa Beach property as he could. 

The records will no doubt show that he bought and 
sold more individual pieces of property than any other 
man in the area. At one time he owned seven miles of 
ocean property on the peninsula. He is given credit 
by newspaper people as the only advertiser who ever 
took eight pages of the local weekly paper to advertise 
his real estate holdings. For his dynamic activity in 
promoting the area he was known as the One Man 
Chamber of Commerce. He also drained his own lands 
to control mosquitoes before there was any real attempt 
at mosquito control by the authorities. 

His principal and original development was Cocoa 
Beach; next, Snug Harbor Estates, a rather large de- 
velopment on the Banana River side of the peninsula; 
and then the West Point addition to Snug Harbor Es- 
tates, which in beauty and plan of development is one 
of the most outstanding subdivisions in Central Florida. 
Mr. Edwards has said, “Frankly, I’ve put my heart and 
my hand into the entire Central Brevard area, and it 
is all very dear to me, but I regard Snug Harbor Estates 
and West Point Addition to Snug Harbor Estates as my 
masterpiece.” He also has left his stamp upon Cocoa 
itself and upon Merritt Island. His name is associated 
prominentnly with the development of such subdi- 
visions as Rockledge Park No. 1 and No. 2, Highland 
Park, Forest Park, and the many subdivisions he cre- 


ated and developed at Cocoa Beach. As a real estate 
broker he lists properties of practically every kind. 

As an active civic worker interested in the welfare 
of Cocoa and Central Brevard County, Mr. Edwards was 
instrumental in the establishment of the local newspa- 
per, the Cocoa Tribune, whose brilliant and enterprising 
editor Mr. Edwards induced to remove her paper and 
plant from Manatee, Florida, to Cocoa in 1917. This 
Mr. Edwards considers one of his greatest accomplish- 
ments. The Cocoa Tribune celebrated its fortieth birth- 
day in 1957. Back in 1917 he placed an advertisement for 
an editor to start a weekly paper in Cocoa in each of the 
three big daily papers of the state—The Florida Times- 
Union of Jacksonville, The Miami Herald, and The 
Tampa Tribune. Mrs. Marie R. Holderman, who then 
published a weekly in Manatee, saw the ad in The 
Tampa Tribune and got in touch with Mr. Edwards, 
with the result that she came to Cocoa as editor of its 
first and, to date, its only newspaper, which approxi- 
mately one year ago was enlarged to become Cocoa’s 
first daily newspaper. Mrs. Holderman is still at the 
helm. 


Mr. Edwards served as Mayor of Cocoa Beach for six 
years, 1925 to 1931. He is, of course, a member of the 
Cocoa Beach Chamber of Commerce and the Greater 
Cocoa Chamber of Commerce, and is a charter member 
of the Cocoa Presbyterian Church. He retains his mem- 
bership in the Florida Bar and the Brevard County Bar 
Association and still does a small amount oi advisory 
law practice. As a young man he served in the Georgia 
National Guard. 


At Atlanta, Georgia, on November 22, 1911, Gus C. 
Edwards married Miss Clara McKinney of Gainesville, 
Georgia, daughter of James Dyer McKinney, M.D., 
and Ann Louisa Williams. Mrs. Edwards is the author 
of a great many articles, and more especially, articles 
about the history of early Florida which are now ap- 
pearing in the Cocoa Tribune, and also author of a chil- 
dren’s book called “The Wonderful Gift.” Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwards are the parents of a son and a daughter, James 
Edwin and Patricia Ann. 


James Edwin Edwards, born at Clarkesville, Georgia, 
July 29, 1914, attended the University of Texas and 
was graduated from George Washington University 
with the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of 
Laws. During World War II he enlisted in the Coast 
Guard, trained at the Coast Guard Academy at Groton, 
Connecticut, and was commissioned an Ensign. He 
Served in the European theater of war, participating in 
the invasion of Normandy, and was honorably dis- 
charged with the rank of Lieutenant (senior grade). He 
now holds the rank of Major in the Air Force Reserve. 
After leaving the service he held a responsible position 
in the State Department for several years before es- 
tablishing himself in law practice in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, where he now resides and practices his pro- 
fession. He first married Helen Godwin and they were 
the parents of a daughter, Clare. He is now married to 
Frances Stanley of Mayfield, Kentucky, and by this 
marriage he has two children, Robin Ann and James 
Christopher. 

Patricia Ann Edwards, born in Atlanta, Georgia, on 
February 16, 1927, was graduated from Cocoa High 
School and attended Rollins College. She later trans- 
ferred to Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts, 
where she majored in English and was on the Dean’s 
List for high scholastic achievement. She was graduated 
in June, 1950, with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
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RUSSELL H. DIXON 


A native son of Cocoa, where he was born sixty- 
three years ago (October 7, 1897), Russell H. Dixon 
is the grandson of a pioneer settler who homesteaded 
160 acres in Cocoa in 1868 and brought his family down 
from Kentucky in 1870. Russell’s grandmother, Jane 
Dixon, was in charge of the mail in the community at 
Magnolia Point. His father, Albert Zacheus (Zack) 
Dixon, was born in Kentucky near the Ohio border on 
March 30, 1862, and so was about eight years old when 
he came to Cocoa. Zack’s parents gave him acreage 
which he cleared and set out in groves while in his 
twenties. He became one of the two early builders in 
Cocoa, where he died October 1, 1932. Russell’s mother 
was Mamie Christie from Nyack, New York. She died 
in Cocoa September 8, 1945. Mr. Dixon’s home is one 
that was built for his parents in 1909. It has been added 
to from time to time since then. 

Russell Dixon attended public school in Cocoa and 
served an apprenticeship as watchmaker and jeweler 
with August Lemmert for three years. In May, 1917, he 
enlisted in the United States Army and served in the 
Artillery until December 10, 1918, when he was dis- 
charged with the rank of sergeant. 

Upon his return from the Army he bought Lem- 
mert’s Jewelry Store and added phonographs, pianos 
and other musical instruments to the jewelry line. In 
1924 he closed this business and became associated 
with the Harwood-Wilson Corporation of West Palm 
Beach, dealers in musical instruments, and was credit 
manager and a salesman in this company, returning to 
Cocoa and the jewelry business for a short time in 1926. 

About 1929 he went to work with the Department 
of Agriculture in the fruit fly eradication program. 
He acquired a citrus grove in 1932 which he continued 
to operate until 1955. From 1935 to March of 1939 he 
worked for the National Re-employment Service. After 
that he was a painting contractor in Cocoa until he 
went into the Banana River Naval Air Station as a 
painter under Civil Service. 

In May, 1945, he opened the United States Employ- 
ment Service as manager and remained manager when 
it became the Florida State Employment Service. He is 
still manager of the Cocoa office of this public service. 

Mr. Dixon is a member of the International Associa- 
tion of Personnel in Employment Security, past presi- 
dent and now a director of the Florida chapter. He is 
a charter member and past vice-president of Patrick 
Air Force Base Personnel Association. For over thirty- 
five years he has been a member of American Legion 
Post #22 of Cocoa, and is a past commander of the post. 
He is also a member of Brevard Masonic Lodge #113 
of Cocoa, the Advisory Committee of the Brevard 
County unit of the Salvation Army, the Izaak Walton 
League, the Brevard Cruising Club (past vice-commo- 
dore), and the First Baptist Church of Cocoa. Fishing 
and boating are his hobbies. 

He was married at Savanah, Georgia, May 12, 1919, 
to Augusta Holbrook Chandler, daughter of John Whit- 
aker and Mary Reid Chandler, who was born at Sa- 
vannah, September 9, 1891. Mrs. Dixon is active in the 
Missionary Society of the First Baptist Church of Cocoa 
ah until recently was active in the Cocoa Woman’s 

ub. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dixon are the parents of four children, 
all born in Cocoa: 

1. Russell Lemmert Dixon, born April 6, 1920, who 
married Mildred Cosson of Morristown, Tennessee. 


2. May Chandler Dixon, born May 6, 1922, now Mrs. 
C. B. Livingston. 

3. Margaret Goulding Dixon, born December 26, 1924, 
now Mrs. A. L. Wooten, 

4. John Chandler Dixon, born May 28, 1928, who mar- 
ried Helen Peterson of Groton, Connecticut. 


o 


ROBERT W. PARKS 


Robert W. Parks has been carrying on an express fruit 
shipping business in Cocoa during the winter season 
since 1924 and became a permanent resident of Florida 
in 1943. 

Son of Joseph Howard and Emily Elizabeth (Caples) 
Parks, he was born May 13, 1898, in Cockeysville, Mary- 
land, where his mother was born April 18, 1878. She 
is living in Timonium, Maryland, at this date. His father 
was born in 1873 in Texas, Maryland, and died in 1947 
in Belfast Maryland, where he was a farmer. 

Robert Parks graduated from Towson High School, 
Towson, Maryland, in 1914, and went to work for Davey 
Tree Expert Company, Kent, Ohio. He served with the 
Maryland National Guard, Fifth Regiment, on the Mexi- 
can Border in 1916. In 1917 he entered Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore, where he spent one year acquir- 
ing higher education. In September of 1918 he enlisted 
in the United States Army, but, the war being over 
in November, he was mustered out early in December, 
1918. He then returned to Davey Tree Expert Company 
and worked in the Personnel Department, remaining 
with this company until 1943. 

Meanwhile, starting in 1924, when he bought the Fay 
Fruit Company in Cocoa, Fiorida, Mr. Parks was oper- 
ating his gift fruit shipping business during the winter 
months while he continued in the employ of the above- 
named company in Ohio. In 1946, having taken up his 
residence in Florida some time before, he entered a 
partnership with Douglas J. Gibbons in this business, 
and the name of the company became Parks and Gib- 
bons. They now ship 6,000 packages of fruit a year. 
The same year (1946) Mr. Parks entered a partnership 
with Mr. Gibbons and Fred Humphreys as owners of 
the Lapham Jelly Company of Merritt Island. .This 
establishment burned down in February, 1960. 

Mr. Parks is a member of the Florida Express Fruit 
Shippers, a member and past director of the Greater 
Cocoa Chamber of Commerce, a member of Florida 
Sheriffs Association, Elks Lodge #1532, and American 
Legion Post #22, in which he was chairman of the 
Finance Committee for six years. He is a life member 
of Wuesthoff Memorial Hospital Association, a member 
of Izaak Walton League of America and the Defenders 
of Wild Life, whose headquarters are in Washington, 
D.C. A lover of animals, he has been president of the 
Central Brevard Humane Society, which is his hobby. 
In religious faith he is a non-denominational Christian. 

Robert W. Parks and Irene Gable were married at 
Tavares, Florida, March 23rd, 1930. Mrs. Parks is the 
daughter of Percival K. and Ella J. Kulp Gable, born 
May 1, 1898, at Center Square, Pennsylvania. She is 
a member of the American Legion Auxiliary. 


WILLIAM MARSHALL SMITH, JR. 


A Certified Public Accountant in Cocoa since 1953, 
William Marshall Smith, Jr., grew up on the west coast 
of Florida where his father settled in 1891. William M. 
Smith, Sr., was born in Greenwood County, South Car- 
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EIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


olina, April 17, 1871, and came to Florida when he was 
twenty years old, locating in what is now Pinellas 
County on the west coast. In 1913 he moved to Tampa 
and built a home there. He was a general contractor 
and a Mason. He died at Williston, Florida, January 4, 
1939. His wife, William, Jr.’s mother, was Clara Pinson, 
born April 1, 1881, in Greenwood, South Carolina. Mrs. 
Smith is now living in Rockledge, Florida. 

Born in Greenwood, South Carolina, December 1, 
1912, the younger Smith graduated from Plant High 
School, Tampa, in 1929. He was sent to The Citadel. 
Charleston, South Carolina, where he was president of 
the senior class and graduated with honors and a Bach- 
elor of Science degree in Business Administration in 
1933. During his senior year at The Citadel he was 
Company Commander of Company G, Artillery, in the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps. 

For one year after completing his formal education 
Mr. Smith was Junior Accountant with the Federal 
Land Bank of Columbia, South Carolina, and then be- 
came office manager for L. B. McLeod Construction 
Company, an Orlando highway construction company. In 
March, 1941, he entered the United States Army as a 
First Lieutenant, having been commissioned in the 
Army Reserve program, and served at locations from 
Cape Cod to Florida to California until February, 1946, 
when he had reached the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

After his return from the Army, Mr. Smith was staff 
accountant for M. A. Montenegro Company of Tampa 
until January 1, 1950, when he became a partner in the 
firm. On July 1, 1953, he opened an office in Cocoa 
where he continues to carry on his accounting service 
with three assistants and a partner, John Lewis, who 
joined the firm January 1, 1960. They serve the whole 
state of Florida. 

Mr. Smith is a member of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants and the Florida Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants, a member and past 
director of the Greater Cocoa Chamber of Commerce, 
a member of Wuesthoff Memorial Hospital Association, 
Elks Lodge #1532 of Cocoa, Masonic Ornan Lodge #117 
of Williston, Florida, the Rockledge Country Club and 
the Rockledge Presbyterian Church. Swimming and 
fishing are his favorite sports. 

He was married at Sanford, Florida, April 12, 1941, 
to Evelyn Wilkinson, who was born in Sanford Febru- 
ary 5, 1918, daughter of Jackson Lee and Elizabeth Far- 
ley Wilkinson. Mrs. Smith is active in Scout work. Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith are the parents of three children: 

1. Vicki Elizabeth, born January 1, 1942, at Sanford, 
who is a sophomore at the University of Florida. She 
was salutatorian of her graduating class at Cocoa High 
School. 

2. Marsha Ellen, born April 4, 1949, at Tampa, Florida. 

3. Lindsey Jackson Smith, born October 29, 1952, at 
Tampa. 


ANTHONY NINOS 


Owner of the Seminole Hotel in Cocoa, Anthony 
Ninos has been in the restaurant and hotel business in 
Florida since 1947. He also has rental properties in Cocoa 
and he and his brother, John, own Teletronics, Inc., a 
retail electrical appliance business in the Five-Point 
area in West Cocoa. A civic minded citizen, he is a 
city councilman and has been working to get good street 
lighting for Cocoa. His interest and activities in public 
service have been of sufficient magnitude to come to the 
attention of a Florida magazine, which saluted him. 


Son of Nicholas Ninos, a retired restaurant operator 
in Lockport, New York, who spends the winters in 
Florida, and of Bessie (Calafates) Ninos, Anthony was 
born in Lockport, New York, February 7, 1919. He 
graduated from Lockport High School in 1936 and at- 
tended Alfred University Extension Division in Lock- 
port for about a year, thenthe University at Alfred, near 
Hornell, New York, until the second semester of the 
senior year. During his college course he studied ce- 
ramic engineering. On January 11, 1942, he entered the 
United States Army and served with the Third 
Armored Division in the 32nd Armored Regiment in 
Europe, and was honorably discharged in November, 
1945, with four battle stars. 

After he returned from the Army he went to Niagara 
Falls and took over the management of a resort casino. 
In early 1947 he sold this and came to Palm Beach for 
a vacation, with the result that he went back to New 
York planning to return to Florida permanently. About 
three weeks later he and a friend bought a three-unit 
business in Boca Raton. Still looking around, he saw 
the potential of Cocoa and heard that the Seminole Hotel 
could be leased with an option to buy. After operating 
it on lease for four and a half years he bought the hotel 
in 1953. It has fifty rooms and an annex with one apart- 
ment and nine rooms, and another building with two 
apartments. He has rental property on Merritt and 
Willard Street and he and his partner have business 
properties in the Five-Point area. In the same area he 
and his brother, John, opened Teletronics, Inc., in Oc- 
tober, 1959. 

Mr. Ninos was a member of the Cocoa City Planning 
and Zoning Board and was elected to the City Council 
in November, 1959. During Farris Bryant’s recent cam- 
paign for Governor, Mr. Ninos was his campaign man- 
ager in Central Brevard County. He is a member of the 
American Hotel Association, a past president of the 
Cocoa Jaycees and the Greater Cocoa Chamber of 
Commerce; past chairman of the Brevard County U.S.O. 
and a member of its National Council; past commander 
of Cocoa Post #22 of the American Legion; past vice- 
president and secretary-treasurer of Cocoa Kiwanis 
Club; a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars of Cocoa, 
Rockledge Country Club, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
of Cocoa, Elks Lodge #1732 of Delray Beach, and Delta 
Sigma Phi social fraternity of Alfred University. Golf is 
his recreation. The Seminole Hotel sponsors a Little 
League baseball team, and it won the championship one 
year. 

At Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada, on June 20, 1954, 
Anthony Ninos married Georgia Georgas, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Georgas of Owen Sound, where she 
was born September 25, 1924. Mrs. Ninos is active in 
the American Legion Post Auxiliary and has been 
active in the U.S.O. and the Central Brevard County 
chapter of the Red Cross. 


ALFRED HENDRY TRAFFORD 


The president of Trafford Realty Company in Cocoa, 
Alfred H. Trafford, is a great-grandson of early pio- 
neers of that area. Several generations of his family have 
contributed to the upbuilding of Cocoa and the neigh- 
boring sections. 

His maternal great-grandfather, a Mr. Wesson, came 
from Providence, Rhode Island, in 1875, and settled at 
Cape Canaveral, buying land and planting citrus groves. 
Mr. Wesson’s daughter, Jessie, born in Providence in 
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THE, EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


1855, married Alfred Henry Trafford who was born in 
England in 1843 and came to the United States shortly 
after the Civil War. He was a commercial artist. Mrs. 
Jessie Wesson Trafford was appointed life secretary and 
treasurer and a life trustee of the Cocoa Public Library 
when it was organized in 1895, and was a financial con- 
tributor to the new library building which was erected 
in 1907. 

Alfred LeRoy Trafford, father of Alfred Hendry, was 
born at Titusville, Florida, May 25, 1888. He and his 
wife, who was Georgia Pearl Hendry, born in Hinesville, 
Georgia, August 9, 1889, are living on Merritt Island. 
In 1917 Alfred LeRoy Trafford established an insurance 
and real estate business, one of the first in Cocoa, and 
later organized the firm of Trafford and Fie'd. In 1925 
the insurance department of the firm was disposed of 
and in 1932 Mr. Trafford purchased the interest of Mr. 
Field and his firm became Trafford Realty Company. 
He was an authority on practically all property values 
in the Brevard County area, and was one of the early 
members of both the Florida Association of Realtors 
and the Brevard County Board of Realtors. 

Mr. Trafford retired from active participation in the 
business in 1954, but is still director of the Barnett Na- 
tional Bank of Cocoa and vice-president and director 
of the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Cocoa, which he helped to found. He was a charter mem- 
ber and is a life member of the Cocoa Rotary Club; a 
charter member and one of the organizers of the local 
Elks Lodge #1532; was active in all civic and welfare 
organizations and was a trustee of the Methodist 
Church. A conscientious and progressive citizen, he 
wielded a great influence in local affairs. 

Born in Cocoa October 19, 1914, Alfred Hendry Traf- 
ford graduated from Cocoa High School in 1933. He 
attended the University of Florida, where he majored 
in Business Administration, until 1938, when‘he returned 
to Cocoa and entered the real estate business. He is 
president and sole stockholder of Trafford Realty Com- 
pany. 

Before the tremendous growth caused by the missile 
base at Cape Canaveral, Trafford Realty Company did 
much of the development of the greater Cocoa, Cocoa 
Beach area, and in recent years has been identified with 
some of the largest and finest developments within that 
area of Central Brevard County. With the main office 
in Cocoa and a branch office in Cocoa Beach, Trafford 
Realty Company employs about fourteen people. 

Alfred H. Trafford is a member of the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the Florida Association of Realtors, twice past 
president of Brevard County Board of Realtors, now 
president of North Central Brevard County Board of 
Realtors, and a director of the Melbourne Area Board of 
Realtors. He is first vice-president and a director of 
the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Cocoa, 
of which he also is a founder. Both he and his father are 
past directors of the Greater Cocoa Chamber of Com- 
merce and he is also a member of the Cocoa Beach 
Chamber of Commerce. He is a member and past di- 
rector of Rockledge Country Club, a member of St. 


Mark’s Episcopal Church, of the University of Florida’s: 


Alpha Kappa Psi professional fraternity and Kappa 
Sigma social fraternity, and was president of the latter 
fraternity in his senior year at college. 

Mr. Trafford was married at Cocoa August 24, 1940, to 
Margot Garda Ahlstrom, daughter of Frederic Karl and 
Garda (Gustin) Ahlstrom, who was born in New York 
City January 13, 1914, and reared in Chicago, Illinois. 


They have one daughter, Margot Radcliffe Trafford, 
born at Rockledge August 18, 1949. 

Mr. and Mrs. Trafford and their daughter live at Lotus 
on South Merritt Island, Florida. 


A. FORTENBERRY 


A pioneer settler of Merritt Island was A. Fortenberry 
who in 1912 homesteaded 160 acres in the east-central 
part of the island which he named Audubon. He was a 
grove owner at Audubon and truck-farmed for the first 
six years he was there. He was its first postmaster and 
operated the first general store there in connection with 
the post office. He also started the first school and 
donated his labor to build a schoolhouse. And before 
he passed away, on December 31, 1952, he had done a 
great many other things for Merritt Island and Brevard 
County. 

A. Fortenberry was born in Sumrall, Mississippi, 
August 8, 1885, son of Will A. and Louisa (Jones) For- 
tenberry. His father was a sawmill and lumber opera- 
tor. He attended public school in Mississippi and, no 
doubt, helped his father in the sawmill. He was married 
in 1905 and seven years later, with his wife and three 
young sons, set out to find a new home on the east coast 
of Florida. 

He worked in a sawmill and did road construction 
until 1927, when he was elected County Commissioner. 
In 1934 he built a sawmill on Merritt Island and a year 
later moved it a short distance, where it continued to 
operate until 1956. This sawmill averaged over a million 
board feet a year for the last ten years of its existence. 
A good bit of the lumber, mostly virgin heart pine, was 
hauled to Fort Pierce and shipped to northern and 
foreign markets. 

During the time he was commissioner, Mr. Forten- 
berry was responsible for the first, and 90% of the pres- 
ent drainage ditches on Merritt Island. He helped in the 
starting of the county mosquito control program. He 
worked to get State Road #3, now AIA, connected with 
Titusville Beach Road and all of Banana River Drive, 
north and south, on the island; also backed the bond 
issues for the two wooden toll bridges which were the 
early routes from the mainland to Merritt Island and 
from the island to Cocoa Beach. He helped get State 
Road #520 and donated a half-mile of roadway for it. 
He furnished part of the property and got the county 
to buy a few lots for the park where the Kiwanis Club 
and Merritt Island Fire Department now stand; and he 
contributed generously to the building of the first Bap- 
tist Church of Merritt Island. 

Starting in 1950, he published a newspaper called 
The East Coast Tradewinds, which his sons continued 
after his death until 1956. The sons operated a print 
shop and printed the Eau Gallie News as well as their 
father’s paper. The second oldest son, C. R. Fortenberry, 
did much of the writing for both papers. 

A. Fortenberry served as County Commissioner of 
District #2, Brevard County, from 1927 through 1949, 
as chairman of the commission for the last twelve years, 
and was a member of the Florida Association of County 
Commissioners. He was an originator of the Merritt 
Island Peninsula Chamber of Commerce and a member 
and organizer of the Canaveral Port Authority, having 
spent a number of years’ effort at his own expense to 
get the bill passed to create the Port Authority. He 
was a member of the Audubon Church, and at one time 
was an Elk. The flagpole now standing near the sub- 
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THE LEAST COAST, OFS SELORIDA 


marine base was dedicated in honor of Mr. Fortenberry. 
The flag was donated by Mrs. Louise Gibbons, whose 
husband had been given a military funeral in Cocoa. 

On December 23, 1905, at Sumrall, Mississippi, A. 
Fortenberry married Mae Hammond, daughter of Le- 
Roy and Laura Jane (Patterson) Hammond, who was 
born at Columbia, Mississippi, January 19, 1891, and is 
now living on Merritt Island. They had four sons: 

1. W. E. Fortenberry, born February 8, 1907, at Sum- 
rall, Mississippi, who married Margaret Heider of 
Malabar, Florida. They have a son, Thomas F., who mar- 
ried Barbara Horne and has two children: Linda and 
Michael. 

2. Cubic Ray (C. R.) Fortenberry, born June 23, 1909, 
at Sumrall, Mississippi, who married Carmen Beal of 
Merritt Island. They have two daughters, Nita Jean and 
Kathryn. Nita Jean married Francis Vincent Tate, and 
they have a daughter, Susan Melody. 

3. Gordon W. Fortenberry, born June 28, 1911, at 
Franklinton, Louisiana, married Mattie Munn of Wes- 
son, Mississippi, and they had a daughter, Carol Ann. 
Gordon Fortenberry was rated the third light heavy- 
weight in the world for three or four years. He died 
March 28, 1947. 

4. John A. Fortenberry, born January 20, 1923, at 
Audubon, Florida, married Marguriette Poppell of Titus- 
ville. They have a girl, June Marie. 


WILLIAM H. SCOTT 


Gulf Oil distributor at Cocoa, William H. Scott was 
associated with this company some ten years before 
settling at Cocoa. Mr. Scott is actively interested in all 
that pertains to the civic life and welfare of his com- 
munity and the state and sometimes plays a leading role. 

He was born in Washington, D.C., January 17, 1918, 
son of William L. and Margaret (Baker) Scott. His father 
was salesman for a funeral supply firm in Virginia 
owned by his brother. 

William H. Scott attended public school in Richmond, 
Virginia, and graduated from Campbell Junior College 
at Buies Creek, North Carolina. Entering the United 
States Army in May, 1943, he served until June, 1946, 
in the Post Military Police at Fort Lee, Virginia, where 
he attended Officers Candidate School and was com- 
missioned a Second Lieutenant. After his return from 
the Army he attended Smithdeal-Massey Business Col- 
lege in Richmond, Virginia. 

Since then he has been with Gulf Oil Corporation. He 
traveled for the company in central Florida until Janu- 
ary 1, 1957, when he became distributor in Cocoa. In 
recent years Gulf products have held the lead in Bre- 
vard County sales. Mr. Scott is a member of the Florida 
Petroleum Marketers Association and the Florida 
Petroleum Council, and has served as Brevard County 
chairman of the Council. 

He is a past vice-president and director of the Cocoa 
Chamber of Commerce, past chairman of the Brevard 
County March of Dimes (1959), and during Farris 
Bryant’s campaign for Governor in 1960 he was co- 
chairman and treasurer of the Central Brevard district. 
In 1957 he was instrumental in obtaining lifeguards for 
the county beaches—his own idea and pet project. 

He is a member of the Cocoa Kiwanis Club, Elks 
Lodge #1532, Masonic Lodge #149 of New Smyrna 
Beach (past Junior Warden), Orlando Consistory and 
Bahia Temple Shrine, the Indian River Shrine Club, 
and the First Baptist Church of Cocoa. Very active in 


Boy Scout work, he has recently taken office as Cocoa 
Cub Master. Mrs. Scott is Den Mother of Pack #324. 
Both he and Mrs. Scott are active in the local Parent- 
Teachers Association and Mrs. Scott is also a member 
of the Shrine Club Auxiliary. Mr. Scott’s favorite recre- 
ation is fishing. His Gulf Oil agency sponsors a softball 
team which won the tropHy for third place last year. 

Mrs. Scott was Frances Snead, daughter of Cornelius 
Pollard and Georgia (Morris) Snead of Fork Union, 
Virginia, where she was born January 9, 1917, and mar- 
ried on September 2, 1939. Twin boys, John Pollard and 
Philip Baker Scott, were born to Mr. and Mrs. Scott at 
Daytona Beach on September 23, 1950. 


EARL H. GRAY 


In a write-up in the Orlando Sentinel of July 14, 1960, 
Chuck Hostetler, columnist, writes: 

“Earl H. Gray, who recently announced expansion 
plans for the Cocoa Beach branch of the First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Cocoa, falls in the 
category of displaced Northerners who have come to 
the Sunshine State to RETIRE! And like others, in fight- 
ing the boredom of retirement he has made considerable 
impact, by his new-found interests, on Central Florida. 

“Gray, fiftyish, wearing a modified crew haircut, 
bubbles with activity. He bubbles, too, with optimism 
over Central Florida’s prospects and especially over the 
Central Brevard area with which he is so closely asso- 
ciated. He insists his adopted county will continue to 
take giant strides that may well eclipse the last decade’s 
explosive growth. . . . You sense his feeling that the 
county, like the missiles it spawns, has no place to go 
but up, up, UP!” 

Born in Collins, New York, April 26, 1902, Earl H. 
Gray is a son of George Henry and Grace Agnes (Car- 
lin) Gray. Both his parents were born in New York 
State—his father on January 12, 1879; his mother on 
August 31, 1880—and they are now living in Clermont, 
Florida. 

Earl H. Gray was educated in the public schools of 
Arcade, New York. During World War I he worked for 
Pierce Arrow Motor Co. in Buffalo, New York. For some 
years he worked for the Lehigh Valley Railroad. About 
1927-28 he made his start as a building contractor in 
Rochester, New York, and also operated Lyell Hardware 
and Lumber Company in Rochester. 

He has been coming to Florida in the winters since 
1925. In 1941 he retired and built a home at Clermont. 
Quoting further from the above-mentioned article: 

“When boredom set in, he re-entered the building 
busines, erected homes in the Leesburg and Wildwood 
sections early in the 40s. He built an airport in Leesburg 
in 1944 and operated a flying school. This, evidently 
was a throwback to his early interest in aviation. Earl 
has long held a private pilot’s license, made his solo 
flights in the 1918 version of the famous Curtis Jenny.” 

In 1951, Mr. Gray, with some other men of the Cocoa 
area, founded the First Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociation of Cocoa and became its first and (to date) 
only President and Chairman of the Board. On or- 
ganizing the savings and loan association, he severed 
his direct connection with construction work. Prior to 
that he had erected approximately 300 homes in Cen- 
tral Brevard County. He established Merritt Builders, 
Inc., about 1951, which his sons took over when he en- 
tered the banking business. They have matched his 
record of 300 homes and they built their father’s new 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


and beautiful home, concerning which the columnist 
says: 

‘Despite his many interests, he and Mrs. (Lenora) 
Gray have found time for travel, to Europe, Hawaii and 
South America. It was in Pompeii, Italy, he got the idea 
for the design of the home he and Mrs. Gray are build- 
ing on the Indian River. Gray’s home is designed around 
a patio and pool, these being an integral part of the 
living area.” 

Mr. Gray, was appointed by Governor Collins to the 
Committee on Old Age. Finding time to take an active 
interest in civic and fraternal affairs, he is a past presi- 
dent of the Kiwanis Club of Clermont, a member of 
Cocoa Masonic Lodge #113, past Master of Clermont 
Lodge, past District Deputy Grand Master of Lake 
County and Brevard County districts, a KCCH of Or- 
lando Consistory and member of the Royal Order of 
Scotland and Bahia Temple Shrine, Orlando. Mrs. Gray 
is a member of Cocoa Chapter #35 of the Order of the 
Eastern Star, Orlando Scottish Rite Ladies Club, and 
is a past Mother Advisor of Cocoa Assembly #14 of the 
Order of the Rainbow for Girls. Mr. Gray’s church is 
the Methodist. 

He was married at Rochester, New York, March 24, 
1926, to Lenora M. Crocker, who was born at Hunker, 
Pennsylvania, December 23, 1903, daughter of Charles 
W. Crocker (born February 12, 1877, in Pennsylvania; 
died in 1944) and Sarah Jane Cope (born February 25, 
1882, at Greensburg, Pennsylvania; died March 5, 1959, 
at East Pembrook, New York). 

The Grays have four children and ten grandchildren. 
Their children are: 

1. Elsie (Mrs. Robert W. Burrell), born October 13, 
1927. 

2. Robert Earl (“Buster”), born December 20, 1929, 
who married Annie Lauri McGarrity of San Marcos, 
Texas. ‘ 

3. Gerald Walter (“Ginger”), born August 2, 1932, who 
married Patricia Ann Dorman of Fort Pierce, Florida. 

4. Joan Agnes, born January 24, 1940, now a senior 
at the University of Georgia. She is a past Worthy 
Advisor, past Grand Officer, and was awarded the 
Grand Cross of Colors in the Order of the Rainbow. 

All four children were born in Rochester, New York. 


WALTER T. DUNN, JR. 


Owner of a successful nursery and landscaping busi- 
ness, Walter T. Dunn, Jr., of Cocoa, is also head of a 
thriving paving business which he started just a few 
years ago. 

Born in Avon Park, Florida, October 12, 1921, he is 
a son of Walter T. Dunn, Sr., who was born in Raleigh, 
Georgia, December 12, 1884, and is now living on Mer- 
ritt Island, and of Nellie Beatrice (Brown) Dunn, a 
native of Warm Springs, Georgia, who died at Avon 
Park February 22, 1939. 

His father was a grove caretaker for several of the 
Carltons, and for the Roberts, another prominent fam- 
ily of Hardee County. These two families jointly owned 
groves and a packing house at Wauchula. Mr. Dunn, 
Sr., had a small grove of his own and raised nursery 
stock to sell. He also had a small herd of cattle, about 
125 head. 

Walter T., Jr., attended school in Avon Park and 
helped his father in the family grove and ranch. In 
1940 he went to Miami and opened a landscape nursery 
called Shadylawn, which he operated until 1947, when 


he sold it. With Appleton Pare as a partner, he opened 
another nursery in Miami. About a year later Mr. Pare 
became ill, and Mr. Dunn continued to operate the 
nursery under his own name_ until 1954, at which time 
he came to Cocoa. There he bought the Pampas Nurs- 
ery and changed its name to Cocoa Palm Nursery. 

This nursery employs, about thirty-six people. It 
does landscaping throughout Brevard County and sells 
wholesale plants and shrubbery all over Florida. Cocoa 
Palm Nursery has about fifty-eight acres of field- 
grown plantings and has won awards for its sea grapes 
at flower shows. Among other large jobs Mr. Dunn’s 
nursery did the landscaping for the Wherry housing 
at Patrick Air Force Base, which called for about 
200,000 plants and trees. 

In 1957 Mr. Dunn bought from the widow of W. E. 
Turner, of Cocoa, paving equipment, for $20,000, and 
entered the paving contracting business under the 
name of Cocoa Palm Asphalt, which has recently been 
incorporated. Equipment he now has in use would be 
valued at about $115,000. He has done paving jobs as far 
south as Vero Beach and as far north as Mims, 

Mr. Dunn is a member of Florida Nurserymen’s As- 
sociation, American Nurserymen’s Association, Florida 
Home Builders Association, the Greater Cocoa Cham- 
ber of Commerce, the Izaak Walton League of America, 
Elks Lodge #1532, and the First Baptist Church of Mer- 
ritt Island. He owns two citrus groves totaling thirty 
acres, one in Hardee County and one on Merritt Island. 
He cares for these, himself. When in Miami he had a 
fine collection of hibiscus, many of them rare varieties. 

At Wauchula on April 24, 1940, he married Ruby 
Duckworth, daughter of Jake and Lovie Louise (Cox) 
Duckworth, born in Sylvester, Georgia, November 19, 
1924. Three children were born of this marriage: 

1. Jimmie Floyd Dunn, born January 2, 1942, at 
Miami. 

2. Carolyn Jean (now Mrs. Roy S. Robinson), born 
November 16, 1943, at Avon Park. 

3. Barbara Ann, born November 16, 1948, at Miami. 


JESSE JACKSON PARRISH 
1877-1948 


Farmer, banker, newspaper man and political leader, 
Jesse J. Parrish of Titusville afforded a prime example 
of what toil and intelligence in Florida can do for a 
man, and conversely, what such a man can do for 
Florida. 

Born in Bowling Green, Florida, October 11, 1877, he 
was a son of Benjamin J. and Martha J. (Durrance) 
Parrish, both natives of Florida; his father having 
been born in Bradford County and his mother in Polk 
County. 

Senator Parrish’s career began at the age of eighteen 
years when he left home to teach school for several 
years; thence to Key West for a six-month interim of 
selling insurance, and thence a return to Bowling Green 
and the beginning of his citrus career. The Senator’s 
early career was divided between Florida citrus and 
seasonal operations throughout the South, purchasing 
fruits and vegetables. He finally settled permanently, 
after the turn of the century, on the Florida East Coast 
in the Indian River citrus area at Titusville. 

Senator Parrish represented Brevard County for four 
consecutive terms in the Florida House of Representa- 
tives, becoming Speaker. pro tem of the 1925 session. 
Thereafter, on the formation of the 37th Senatorial 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


District, he became its first Senator and served his dis- 
trict from 1926 to 1940. He was elected President of the 
Florida Senate for the 1929 session and was promi- 
nently mentioned and endorsed for governor in the 
1940 election. However, he declined to make the race. 


Senator Parrish is credited with substantial infiuence 
in the establishment and maintenance of the world- 
famous Indian River citrus area as a distinct-quality 
citrus area producing some of the world’s finest citrus 
fruit. His operations extended throughout this area, 
with packing plants in Fort Pierce, Vero Beach, Cocoa 
and Titusville. shioping under the equally famous 
Nevins Green Label. 


During his tenure of office in public service, much of 
the basic law accounting for Florida’s present economic 
stability was enacted and an equal amount of despera- 
tion legislation defeated. It is stated that he never lost 
a major legislative battle. He is credited with very sub- 
stantial contributions in the creation of the Florida 
State Highway Department; in our educational system; 
in the application of gas tax monies to the bankrupt 
condition of counties bonded for roads in the primary 
highway system; the creation of the Florida Citrus 
Commission, and in many other major facets. His hon- 
esty, integrity and sound, conservative thinking char- 
acterized the man in the minds of Florida, and he has 
been an inspiration to those who followed. 


The Senator was a Mason (32nd degree), Elk, Moose 
and Rotarian; a leader in his church (Presbyterian 
Elder), President of Nevins Fruit Company, Inc., J. J. 
Parrish & Company, Inc., Florida Citrus Production 
Credit Association, United Growers and Shippers As- 
sociation, Titusville Star-Advocate, Inc., Indian River 
State Bank, and served on the board of several banking 
institutions. He served on the Selective Service Board 
during World War II. r 

Senator Parrish died at Jacksonville, Florida, April 
3, 1948, survived by his widow, the former Emma Louise 
Hickey of Chadbourn, North Carolina, and his three 
children: Pauline (Mrs. N. W. Bryan), Jesse Jackson, 
Jr., and R. Bernard, all of Titusville. 


JESSE JACKSON PARRISH, JR. 


From his distinguished father, J. J. Parrish, Jr., in- 
herited a taste for the law as well as a citrus business, 
and so he first became a lawyer and practiced that pro- 
fession for five years before World War II. Upon his 
return from a very creditable military service, he took 
up the reins which his father was about to lay down as 
head of an extensive citrus business, and is now presi- 
dent of six private business corporations and an official 
of many other organizations. He is an outstanding in- 
dustrial and civic leader. 

Son of Jesse J. and Emma Louise (Hickey) Parrish 
(see father’s sketch), he was born in Titusville, Flor- 
ida, December 10, 1912. Following his graduation from 
Titusville High School, he entered the University of 


_ Florida and received his LL.B. degree from the Law 


Ae 


School in 1935. During the first year of his legal career 
he was assistant to the Justices of the Florida Supreme 
Court. In the year 1936 he was Presidential Elector for 
the Democratic party from the State of Florida. He 
opened his private practice of law in Orlando in 1936 
and continued there until he entered the United States 
Army in 1941. 


He was admitted to the Army at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina, October 15, 1941, and, having been commis- 
sioned a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artillery in 
the Reserve Officers Training Corps in college, served 
four and a half years in the European theater of opera- 
tions, taking part in the Normandy invasion and from 
there on to the crossing of the Elbe River. When dis- 
charged from the service in 1946 he held the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel and wore two theater ribbons, five 
battle stars, the Bronze Star with three oak-leaf clus- 
ters, and the Croix de Guerre with Palm. 

Returning to Florida, Mr. Parrish entered the citrus 
business which his father had established in Brevard 
County, with headquarters in Titusville. He is now 
president of the following firms: Nevins Fruit Com- 
pany, Inc., Titusville; Nevins-Ideal, Inc., Fort Pierce; 
J. J. Parrish and Company, Inc., Titusville, Cocoa and 
Vero Beach; Margaret Ann Cattle Company, Inc., Ti- 
tusville; Margaret Ann Groves, Inc., Cocoa; and Betty 
Ann Groves, Inc., Melbourne. 

In citrus organizations, he is president of Florida Or- 
ange Marketers Inc.; president of United Growers and 
Shippers Association, Inc., of Orlando; president of 
Growers and Shippers League of Florida; vice-presi- 
dent and a director of Florida Citrus Mutual; vice- 
president and a director of Indian River Citrus League, 
Inc.; a member and former chairman of the Florida 
Citrus Commission; member and former chairman of 
the Shippers Advisory Committee of the United States 
Department of Agriculture; a former member of the 
U.S.D.A. Citrus Marketing and Research Committee, 
and former member of the National Citrus Merchan- 
dising Committee. 

In the field of banking, he is a director of the Citi- 
zens Bank of Titusville, the First Federal Savings and 
Loan Association of Titusville, and the Florida Citrus 
Production Credit Association, and a P.C.A. member 
of the Advisory Board of the Federal Intermediate 
Credit Bank, Third District, Alternate, National Ad- 
visory Board. He is a member of the United States Sen- 
ate Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, rep- 
resenting the food shippers of America; a member of 
the Agricultural and Government Expenditures Com- 
mittee of the United States Chamber of Commerce; 
president of the Florida State Chamber of Commerce 
and a member of the Brevard County and Titusville 
Chambers of Commerce; a member of the Florida Cat- 
tlemen’s Association; and a former vice-president of 
the Titusville Star-Advocate. 

He is a former president of the Titusville Rotary 
Club; a Mason and an Elk; a former commander of 
Post #1 of the American Legion, Titusville, and a mem- 
ber of the Veterans of Foreign Wars; a director of the 
Children’s Home Society of Florida; and an Elder in 
the First Presbyterian Church of Titusville. He retains 
his membership in the Florida State Bar Association, 
and belongs to Sigma Nu, Phi Delta Phi, and Scabbard 
and Blade fraternities. 

J. J. Parrish, Jr., was married in Titusville on June 
30, 1951, to Elizabeth Jean Poe, daughter of Martin 
Henry and Lura C. Poe, and they have two sons: Jesse 
Jackson Parrish, III, born September 26, 1953, and 
Martin Henry Parrish, born April 4, 1959; both born in 
Titusville. 

Bernard Parrish, younger brother of J. J., Jr., who is 
vice-president of Nevins Fruit Company, was elected 
State Senator in November 1960. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


EDWIN H. WILLIS 


Edwin H. Willis of Titusville is a man of many and 
diverse business interests, his principal activity at 
present being construction and the developing of prop- 
erties. He plays a leading role in the civic and political 
affairs of his community. 


Mr. Willis was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Oc- 
tober 2, 1914, son of Nevin and dstella (Garmen) Wil- 
lis. His father is a Chevrolet dealer in Mercer, Penn- 
sylvania. 


Edwin Willis graduated from Mercer High School in 
1932 and worked in the local A. & P. store for the first 
year out of school. During the depression years fol- 
lowing, he did what work he could get. About 1936 he 
began selling cars for his father. In 1939 he bought a 
service station in Mercer while he was working for 
Westinghouse Electric Company in Sharon, Pennsyl- 
vania. After eighteen months with Westinghouse he 
left and operated his service station until late in 1940. 
At that time he was one of a group of men who or- 
ganized a bus line to transport defense workers to dif- 
ferent plants around the Sharon-Greenville, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Youngstown, Ohio, area; also around Grove 
City and Mercer. They operated twenty-three buses, 
which were sold, after the war, in early 1946. 


Late in 1946 Mr. Willis came to Titusville, Florida, 
and entered the construction business, operating under 
his own name. On November 1, 1949, he bought the 
Kittanning, Pennsylvania, Chevrolet dealership and 
operated this until January 1, 1955, when he sold it 
and returned to Titusville. Since then he has been in 
the construction business. He has an interest in the 
Brevard Abstract Company in partnership with Max 
Brewer. They have a couple of Titusville subdivisions 
and are currently developing Citrus Heights in Titus- 
ville and Sunny Dunes on the ocean front at Titus- 
ville Beach. They also own a Pure Oil station. In 1957 
Mr. Willis purchased a small grove, and recently added 
a 140-acre grove in the Titusville-Mims area to his 
holdings. He is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual. 


Mr. Willis is one of the founders and a director of 
Brevard State Bank, opened in Titusville in January, 
1958. He is a past president of both the Greater and the 
Junior Chambers of Commerce of Titusville, and has 
served as secretary, vice-president and president of the 
Titusville Rotary Club. A Democrat, he served as 
councilman in Mercer, Pennsylvania, and at Whisper- 
ing Hills, Brevard County; and was a very active work- 
er for Farris Bryant in his recent race for the govern- 
orship of Florida. He was the Titusville area’s chair- 
man for the American Cancer Society and was a mem- 
ber of the advisory board for the construction of North 
Brevard Hospital. He is a charter member of Titusville 
Elks Lodge #112, a member of the Moose Lodge, and 
a past trustee of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Titusville. Golf and bowling are his recreations. 

In Mercer, Pennsylvania, on December 27, 1937, he 
married Lorraine Holmes, daughter of Glen W. and Mil- 
dred (Flack) Holmes, who was born in Oil City, Penn- 
sylvania, January 31, 1916. They have three children: 

1. Richard Edwin Willis, born in New Castle, Penn- 
sylvania. 

2. Diane Sue, also born in New Castle. 

3. Timothy Ward Willis, born in Orlando, Florida. 


Mrs. Willis is active in the Pink Ladies of the North 
Brevard Hospital Auxiliary. 


WILLARD H. H. BENNETT, MLD. 


Dr. Willard H. H. Bennett of Titusville is a grandson 
of Florida pioneers. His mother, Mrs. Willard Hall Ben- 
nett, daughter of Willard Hiram Hall, one-time tax 
assessor of Brevard Counuty, was born in Bradenton, 
Florida, March 30, 1898. Her home on Washington Ave- 
nue, originally two rooms, is one of the older homes 
in Titusville. The doctor’s father, W. D. Bennett of Bar- 
rington, Illinois, who died in June, 1956, came to Florida 
with his parents when he was eighteen years old. The 
family bought land at Mims in Brevard County and set 
out a grove. 

Born at Orlando, Florida, August 12, 1926, Willard 
H. H. Bennett graduated from Titusville High School 
in 1944 and entered the United States Navy in Decem- 
ber of that year. He served with the Naval Air Force 
as a gunner on aircraft until July, 1949, when he was 
discharged as a seaman first class. Entering the Uni- 
versity of the South at Sewanee, Tennessee, in 1946, he 
graduated in 1950 with a B.S. degree in Biology and 
proceeded to Tulane University School of Medicine, 
New Orleans, where he received his M.D. degree in 
1954. After one year’s internship at Charity Hospital, 
New Orleans, he returned to Titusville in July, 1955, 
and became an associate of Dr. G. E. Christie in a gen- 
eral practice of medicine. 

Dr. Bennett is a member of the American Medical 
Association, the Southern Medical Association, the 
Florida Medical Association, and the Brevard County 
Medical Society, of which he is now president, having 
previously served as treasurer. At the University of the 
South he became a member of Sigma Nu social frater- 
nity, and at Tulane University was received into the 
Theta Kappa Psi national medical fraternity. He is a 
member of St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church of Titusville 
and serves this church as junior warden, vestryman 
and choir director. His hobby is collecting HiFi record- 
ings, mostly classical. 

At Waycross, Georgia, on November 26, 1955, Dr. 
Bennett married Marian Seaman, a daughter of Henry 
A. and Marian (Rice) Seaman, who was born in Way- 
cross December 24, 1933. Dr. and Mrs. Bennett now have 
two children: 

1. Jeffrey Durland Bennett, born at Cocoa on May 
3, 1957. 

2. Margaret Olivia, born at Titusville December 22, 
1959. 

Mrs. Bennett is active in the Woman’s Auxiliary of 
St. Gabriel’s Church, in the Titusville Junior Woman’s 
Club, and is president of Poinsettia Circle of the Gar- 
den Club. 


LYLE EUGENE DUFF 


Like a number of others whose stories appear in these 
pages, Lyle E. Duff of Mims does not believe in carry- 
ing all his eggs in one basket, but takes advantage of 
every business opportunity that offers. At present he 
is a gift fruit shipper with some groves and a packing 
house of his own, a real estate broker and developer, 
and an insurance agent, and runs a small restaurant 
and two gas stations on the side. 

Born in Berne, Indiana, September 15, 1913, son of 
Earl A. and Coy (Kerr) Duff, he came to Mims, Flor- 
ida, with his parents in 1923. His father, now retired, 
operated Duff's Grocery in Mims. Lyle attended school 
in Mims and Titusville, graduated from Titusville High 
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School in 1931, and attended the University of Florida 
for three years. During the following year he was in 
business with his father in Duff’s Grocery. 

In 1935 he was married, and he and his wife started 
Duffy’s, Gift Fruit Shippers. About the same time he 
bought a five-acre citrus grove, which has increased 
to forty acres. In 1954 he bought the Blue Goose pack- 
ing house in Mims, which he uses for packing his gift 
fruit. It has a capacity of two railroad cars a day and 
in season he ships between six and eight thousand 
packages. When the highway in Mims was four-laned, 
in 1956, Mr. Duff rebuilt his gift shop on the highway, 
adding a restaurant and gas station. In 1958, he added 
a second Standard Oil station in the South Mims area. 

He became a licensed real estate broker in 1955 and, 
after his son joined him in 1958, added an insurance 
agency, creating Duffy’s Real Estate and Insurance 
Agency. He and his son are developers of Spruce Hills, 
an 88-home subdivision one mile west of Mims on 
Highway 46. 

Mr. Duff is a member of the Florida Express Fruit 
Shippers Association, past president of Brevard County 
Farm Bureau, past director of Titusville Chamber of 
Commerce, and now president of the Free Highways 
Association. He and his son, William, are members of 
the North Central Brevard County Board of Realtors 
and the Florida Association of Realtors. He is a past 
member of the Brevard County Democratic Executive 
Committee, a member of Titusville Masonic Lodge and 
Elks Lodge, and a member of Mims Methodist Church 
and its Official Board of Stewards. Last year he was 
president of the Orlando District of Methodist Men’s 
Brotherhood, and is now an associate lay leader for 
the Orlando District of the Methodist Church Florida 
Conference. He was a charter member of the North 
Brevard District Hospital Board and is still active on 
this board. Next to his family, his church ‘and the hos- 
pital are his chief interests. Duffy’s has been sponsor- 
ing a Little League baseball team in North Brevard 
County, and now has an amateur softball team for the 
softball league started this year, 1960. 

Mr. Duff was married at Titusville, April 21, 1935, to 


-C. Maxine Darden, daughter of W. Frank and Sarah C. 


(Taylor) Darden, who was born in Dothan, Alabama, 
July 6, 1914. They have three children, all born in 
Mims: 

1. William Eugene Duff, born April 14, 1936, who 
married Mary Sue Rozier of Groveland, Florida. He 
graduated from the University of Florida in 1958 with 
a B.S. degree in Business Administration and is asso- 
ciated with his father in business. 

2. Dorothy Ann Duff, born November 16, 1944. 

3. Lyle Eugene Duff, II, born April 19, 1953. 


W. O. B. CHITTENDEN 


The present Mayor of Titusville, W. O. B. Chittenden, 
who is a veteran in that office, has been a resident of 
that city since 1928 and is a retired merchant. During 
his years in Titusville he has been as active as humanly 
possible in working for the welfare of the community. 
Born at Big Bone Springs, Boone County, Kentucky, 
September 21, 1895, he is a son of Amos B. and Mary 
Reed Chittenden. His father was born in Boone County, 
Kentucky, July 2, 1844, and died at Joy, Kentucky, 
March 6, 1937. He was a farmer in Livingston County 
and was postmaster at Joy. Mary Reed Chittenden was 


born and died in Livingston County, Kentucky, passing 
away in 1913. 

Mr. Chittenden grew up in Livingston County, Ken- 
tucky, and was educated in its schools. In August, 1914, 
he entered the United States Navy, but had to leave the 
following April, due to illness. During World War I 
he served as a private first class in the United States 
Army. 

From 1921 to 1923 he attended the State Teachers 
College at Bowling Green, Ohio, and continued to be 
associated with this school in a supervisory capacity 
until he came to Florida in February, 1928. He bought 
a home in Titusville and for eighteen months worked 
for Florida Power and Light Company. Then for about 
three years he operated a feed store for a Mr. Nelson. 
In October of 1934 he opened a Ben Franklin Five-and- 
Ten-Cent Store in Titusville, which he operated until 
June 1, 1960. 

When Mr. Chittenden first came to Titusville he al- 
lied himself with the local American Legion post and 
soon became Post Service Officer. In 1948 he was ap- 
pointed County Veterans Service Officer for North 
Brevard County. 

First elected Mayor of Titusville in 1936, he served 
six years at that time. He has now been acting mayor 
since being elected a city councilman in 1954, and was 
officially named mayor in 1956. He was formerly a 
member of the Canaveral Port Authority, an elected 
office, and was chairman when he resigned. During 
World War II he was head of the North Brevard Civil 
Defense and captain of the auxiliary police force. 

Mr. Chittenden is a past vice-president, and now 
honorary vice-president and a director of the Citizens 
Bank of Titusville; a past member of the Merchants 
Association of Titusville and of both chambers of com- 
merce; a past president of the Kiwanis Club; past 
commander of the American Legion Post #1; a mem- 
ber of Barracks #1196, Veterans of Foreign Wars; an 
Elk of Titusville Lodge #2113; a Mason of Indian River 
Lodge #90 and past master of Carrsville, Kentucky, 
Lodge #812; and a member of Titusville Presbyterian 
Church. Until a couple of years ago he played a lot of 
golf. 

At Daytona Beach, Florida, on February 22, 1928, Mr. 
Chittenden married Clara Love, daughter of Jake and 
Etta King Love, and a native of Livingston County, 
Kentucky. She taught school in Titusville from 1922 to 
1936, and was very active in church affairs and in the 
Titusville Woman’s Club. Mrs. Chittenden died Febru- 
aryig 1905, 


J. R. BOWEN 


J. R. Bowen of DeLand is the son of a Methodist 
preacher, H. H. Bowen, who came to Daytona Beach 
from Kansas in 1910 and preached there and at DeLand, 
Mount Dora and St. Cloud. His mother was Ella Leona 
Humphries. 

Born in Kansas September 1, 1900, he completed his 
elementary education in the public schools of Daytona 
Beach and DeLand, and received his secondary educa- 
tion in the Academy of Stetson University, continuing 
at the University to receive a Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1923. The first year out of college, 1923-24, he 
taught at Kissimmee High School and was head foot- 
ball and basketball coach there. On August 15, 1924, 
he came into the firm of Volusia County Abstract Com- 
pany. He was made manager in 1929, and has been 
treasurer of the firm since 1945. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Mr. Bowen is a member of the Florida Land Title 
Association, past president of the Florida Title Associa- 
tion, and a member of the DeLand Chamber of Com- 
merce. He is a past president of DeLand Kiwanis Club, 
a member of American Legion Post #6 (having served 
a few months in the Army in 1918), and a member of 
Delta Sigma Phi social fraternity of John B. Stetson 
University. Mr. Bowen is a Democrat in politics and 
likes to play golf. 


He was married at Kissimmeee in September of 1926 
to Vivian Floyd, daughter of Dora (Barber) Floyd and 
Mr. Floyd. 


HARRIS M. SAXON 


County Commissioner of Volusia County since 1948, 
Harris M. Saxon is a native of New Smyrna Beach, 
where he was born July 14, 1911. His parents, also, were 
born in Florida. His father, George M. Saxon (whose 
parents came to Florida from South Carolina), was 
born in Hampton, Bradford County, and died in St. 
Augustine in 1949. Before his retirement in 1942 he was 
a switchman for the Florida East Coast Railroad, and 
had previously been a conductor. He was a deacon in 
the New Smyrna Beach Baptist Church. Harris Saxon’s 
mother was Ruby Ashton, born in St. Augustine, now 
living in New Smyrna Beach. 


After graduating from high school in New Smyrna 
Beach in 1930, Mr. Saxon worked in several grocery 
stores until 1936, when he and his brother, Marcus, 
bought a filling station and garage, at the same time 
becoming agents for Evinrude outboard motors. This 
business was sold in January, 1942. In March, 1942, Mr. 
Saxon entered the United States Navy and served 
until October, 1945, the greater part of the time on the 
minesweeper YMS 69 in the Mediterranean and Euro- 
pean theaters, and was Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate 
on discharge. 


Returned from the Navy, he sold surplus tires for a 
few months, then drove a rural mail route for about 
a year. Since his successful bid for the office of County 
Commissioner in 1948, he has been re-elected each 
term. The project in which he has been most interested, 
and in which he has played an important role, was 
the rebuilding by the state of the North Bridge, from 
New Smyrna toward the beach, replacing the wooden 
bridge which had been put there by the county. Mr. 
Saxon also owns and operates Buena Vista Motel and 
has rental apartments on the North Causeway. 


He is a member of the Florida Association of County 
Commissioners and past chairman of the Roads Com- 
mittee; a member of the Florida Board of Parks and 
Historic Memorials; a past director of the New Smyrna 
Beach Chamber of Commerce; past Exalted Ruler and 
honorary life member of Elks Lodge #1557; a member 
of New Smyrna Beach Masonic Lodge #149, the Ameri- 
can Legion Post, the Golf and Country Club; and is 
an officer in the Sunday School of the First Baptist 
Church. Golf is his hobby. 

He was married at Folkston, Georgia, August 19, 
1946, to Corinne Westfhal, daughter of Julius and Mary 
(Cameron) Westfphal, who was born July 12, 1920, at 
Island Grove, Alachua County, Florida. Mary Elizabeth 
Saxon, born at Bartow, September 10, 1935, is Mrs. 


Saxon’s daughter and the adopted daughter of Harris 
Saxon. 


LAWRENCE W. GALBREATH 


County Road Superintendent Lawrence W. Gal- 
breath, of New Smyrna Beach, is descended through 
his mother from what was probably the oldest family 
to settle in that area. His mother’s great-great-grand- 
father, a Mr. Murray, and his wife, Jane, came to the 
New Smyrna Beach location from Massachusetts in 
the 1830’s. During the Indian wars they were forced to 
flee from their homes, but moved back when the hos- 
tilities were over. They were early citrus growers and 
shipped their fruit to England. 

Mr. Galbreath’s mother, Ethel Westall Galbreath, 
was born in New Smyrna Beach December 22, 1884, 
and is still living there. She attended Rollins College 
and taught school in New Smyrna Beach for several 
years. His father, Roy O. Galbreath, was born at Paw- 
nee Rock, Kansas, in February, 1884, and died in New 
Smyrna Beach in November, 1959. Until the depres- 
sion he was a building contractor. He then joined the 
police force of New Smyrna Beach and became Chief 
of Police about 1942. In the early 1920’s he was a mem- 
ber of the City Council of Coronado Beach, now part 
of New Smyrna Beach. He was a life member of the 
Elks and a member of the Congregational Church.. 

Born in New Smyrna Beach July 12, 1915, Lawrence 
Galbreath received his education in the local public 
schools and graduated from New Smyrna Beach High 
School in 1934. He has had a variety of occupations 
since then. For the past fifteen years he has been keep- 
ing bees, and now has 500 hives. In 1953 he began plant- 
ing citrus on property he owns on Bissette’s Hammock 
on the west shore of the Indian River, about twelve 
miles south of Ponce de Leon Inlet, and plans to have 
about twenty acres of grove there. Two years ago, in 
1958, he started the Leatherleaf Fernery, which now 
produces about 1,500 sprays a week. 

Mr. Galbreath was appointed County Road Superin- 
tendent in 1948 by H. M. Saxon, the County Commis- 
sioner of District #5, Volusia County, and is a member 
of the Florida Association of County Road Superin- 
tendents. He is a committeeman of Precinct #10A, Dis- 
trict #5, which makes him a member of the Volusia 
County Democratic Executive Committee. He is a life 
commodore of the Smyrna Yacht Club; was formerly 
active in the New Smyrna Beach Lions Club and Elks 
Lodge, and was assistant Scout Master of Troop #72 
of ihe Boy Scouts. Fishing is his recreation, but he 
enjoys working with his bees, his ferns and his groves. 
By way of a hobby he has a collection of bones and 
relics that he has found on his own and other 
properties. 

On January 1, 1937, Lawrence Galbreath married 
Marie Gilbert. A son, Paul Howard Galbreath, was 
born in Detroit, Michigan, December 31, 1937. 


JOHN YODER DETWILER 


One of the real pioneers of Volusia County was John 
Yoder Detwiler, who came to New Smyrna in Decem- 
ber, 1883. He was engaged in the bee business and had 
one of the largest apiaries in that section, but the de- 
structive freeze of 1886 caused a total loss in that line as 
well as to citrus grove owners. Mr. Detwiler was the 
original editor of the New Smyrna Breeze, a weekly 
paper which first appeared on May 5, 1887. He was 
probably best known for his activities as local historian. 
In June, 1925, when he was eighty years old, he made 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


a special trip to Spain for the purpose of obtaining 
historical data concerning early Spanish settlements in 
Florida. He believed that the first settlement in America 
was at New Smyrna rather than St. Augustine, and 
wrote a book on the subject, which is still a matter 
of debate in historical circles. 


The oldest son of Isaac Horning and Hannah (Knabb) 
Detwiler, he was born at Birdsboro, Pennsylvania, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1845. The Detwiler family is an old one, 
tracing its lineage and coat of arms back to the Counts 
of Fribourg in the twelfth century, when Switzerland 
was under the dominion of Austria. The name is de- 
rived from the French name, D’Etoille. They were a 
strong and rugged people with deep convictions, and 
were willing to suffer hardships, privations and even 
persecution, exile and emigration to a new world in 
order to enjoy full freedom in religious beliefs. The 
first Detwiler to come to America was Gregorius, a 
Huguenot, who came from Switzerland about 1650 and 
was one of the first settlers of Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania. 


John Yoder Detwiler was educated in the schools of 
Pennsylvania, and on September 10, 1864, enlisted in 
Company C, 17th Infantry, West Virginia Volunteers, 
at Grafton, West Virginia. He served as Company Clerk 
until the close of the war. After his discharge from 
_the Army he went to Toledo, Ohio, where his family 
had moved from Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1865, and 
was associated in business there with his father, who 
owned a flour mill and had extensive real estate in- 
terests. 


In 1870 he married Ella Mary Aarons of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. They had four children: George, Mary, Florence 
and Hannah. For about ten years they made their home 
in Toledo, Ohio, where Mr. Detwiler wes interested in 
agriculture. In 1881 he moved with his family to Doni- 
phan, Kansas, to take charge of family property in- 
terests there. They spent two years in Kansas but after 
the death of the two oldest children, George at eleven 
and Mary at seven, they returned to their home in 
Toledo. In December of that year they moved to Florida 
and settled at New Smyrna. 


Mr. Detwiler was always interested in the fishins 
industry of Florida and was perhaps the best-informed 
and highest authority on the protection and propagation 
of fish and marine resources in the state. In January, 
1898 he was appointed by the County Commissioners 
of Volusia County as a delegate from New Smyrna, 
DeLand and Daytona to represent them at the Inter- 
national Fishing Congress held in Tampa that year. The 
same year the Florida Legislature created the office of 
Fish Commissioner, and Mr. Detwiler was appointed 
to this office by Governor Bloxham and reappointed 
by Governor Jennings. When, during the administra- 
tion of Governor Broward, the Legislature saw fit to 
repeal the Act creating this office, the Governor made 
Mr. Detwiler Honorary President of the Florida Fish 
Commission for four years without compensation. Dur- 
ing the years of his service he secured five carloads of 
15,000,000 shad fry from the United States Fish Commis- 
sion and free transportation from the railroads from 
Washington, and superintended the planting of these fish 
in Florida waters from Miami to the Chattahoochee 
River without cost to the State of Florida. He was 
appointed by Governor Broward as a delegate to repre- 
sent the State at the International Fisheries Congress 
held at Washington, D.C., September 22 to 26, 1908. 
_No state had a more thoroughly interested represen- 


tative, or one more able to instruct or receive instruc- 
tion for its benefit, than Florida. 

Mr. Detwiler always had the best interests of Florida 
at heart and utilized every effort to maintain and pre- 
serve the inheritance of the people. He was a staunch 
supporter especially of Volusia County, where he early 
saw the possibilities of the fyture and backed his belief 
by investing steadily in Volusia County property. He 
was not above an occasional shrewd deal—as, for in- 
stance, when he swapped a ticket to New York City for 
a tract of land in Orange County; and, at another 
time, traded a telescope for a piece of land in Glencoe, 
west of New Smyrna. In 1926 he established The Det- 
wiler Corporation, a real estate firm, and was its presi- 
dent. 

John Detwiler was an honorary member of the Flor- 
ida Historical Society, the Ohio State Bee Keepers As- 
sociation, and the Halifax River Yacht Club; an active 
member of the American Fisheries Society; a Royal 
Arch Mason and oldest member of Lodge #144, 
F.&A.M., Toledo, Ohio, and was past Commander of 
Budd-Mather Post #8 of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public, Department of Florida. 

Mr. Detwiler died in New Smyrna Beach on Decem- 
ber 1, 1931. 


HANNAH DETWILER BONNET 


Serving as Mayor of New Smyrna Beach for the 
second time, Hannah Detwiler Bonnet believes that 
“women can best promote Florida’s interests by getting 
into politics, accepting responsibilities as well as lib- 
erties, working harder and talking less.” Mrs. Bonnet 
has long been fighting for worthy causes, beginning 
back in 1918 when she appeared before the Legislature 
in the interest of Woman Suffrage. 

Daughter of the late John Yoder and Ella Mary 
(Aarons) Detwiler, she was born in Toledo, Ohio, April 
27, 1891, while the family was on a month’s visit at 
their old home there. They returned to New Smyrna, 
and she has been a resident of that city since then. She 
returned to Toledo, Ohio, for a part of her education 
and attended Stetson University for three years. From 
its founding by her father in 1926 until his death, she 
was executive vice-president of the Detwiler Cor- 
poration, and since 1937 has had her own real estate 
and insurance business. 

She first became interested in politics in the mid- 
forties, when she was one of the leaders in the fight to 
have the then town of Coronado Beach annexed by 
New Smyrna. The annexation took place in 1947, and 
Coronado is now New Smyrna’s beachside. She ran for 
the City Commission twice unsuccessfully before 1950 
and has been elected four times since then. As a mem- 
ber of the City Commission in 1954, she became the 
first woman mayor of New Smyrna Beach. In 1960 she 
was again elected Mayor for a two-year term. Having 
polled the highest city-wide vote in the field of sixteen 
candidates in the primaries, she was openly endorsed 
by the four men who won commission seats from the 
other city zones, and went on to pile up the top vote 
in the runoff and win the mayor’s job. She has had her 
defeats, too, as all political candidates must sooner or 
later, but this does not bother her. “Even if I don’t 
win,” she says, “I love to campaign. It’s not the win- 
ning or losing an election; it’s the candidate’s reaction 
to it that makes or breaks him.” 

During her 1954 term as mayor the city received 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


much nationwide publicity from her travels, at her 
own expense, to municipal meetings all over the world. 
At the national convention of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs in Denver in 1954, she made the 
headlines because of her statesmanlike qualities as one 
of America’s few woman mayors, She was hostess to a 
Puerto Rican delegation visiting New Smyrna Beach 
and was, herself, a guest of the same officials on a re- 
turn visit to the islands. The correspondents in Puerto 
Rico were intrigued by her candid talk and her swoop- 
ing hats. In 195- she was New Smyrna Beach’s Ambas- 
sador of Good Will on a two-month tour of Europe. 
Again, in November, 1960, she was one of a group of 
American mayors and other city officials who went to 
Tel Aviv, Israel, to attend a meeting of the Interna- 
tional Union of Local Authorities, and on that occasion 
met the mayor of the original New Smyrna, Greece, a 
suburb of Athens, who made her an honorary citizen 
of the Greek city. 

Mrs. Bonnet has always been interested in seeing 
New Smyrna Beach take advantage of its wonderful 
potential, and has fought for free bridges and improved 
state roads, among other improvements. She sees the 
city now as at the crossroads of its development, Among 
her goals are: straightening out the utility system with 
a commission patterned along the lines of Orlando; a 
strong beautification program, emphasizing the use of 
native flowering plants to restore the picturesque ap- 
pearance the city had a decade ago; and exploitation of 
the beach, the greatest attraction the city has. She 
wants, most of all, better public relations between the 
citizens and the commissioners. “We have not been 
able to sell New Smyrna Beach nationally as we should 
have,” she says. “That’s because we have not sold our- 
selves. If this administration can sell our citizens on 


the future of their community, we will have opened a 


long-closed door, and I truly believe progress and ex- 
pansion are just outside it, waiting to come in.” 

As a member of the New Smyrna Beach Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, she was named Woman of 
the Year in 1958. She is also a member of the Woman’s 
Club, the Garden Club, the Smyrna Yacht Club, the 
New Smyrna Humane Society, and was a life member 
of the Volusia County Historical Society, which is now 
inactive. Her parents gave land for the First Presby- 
terian Church which was built on the beachside, no 
longer there, and also gave an area for a cemetery. 
She, herself, gave the land on which the Little Theater 
is built, and other land gifts, including roadside parks 
and recreation grounds for children. The largest of 
these is Detwiler Park on the beachside. 

Mrs. Bonnet became widely known as “the lady with 
the big hats” because of her addiction to wide-brimmed 
bonnets while going about New Smyrna’s sunny beach- 
side, conducting her business as owner of the Hannah 
Detwiler Bonnet Real Estate Agency. Travel is her 
principal hobby. She has been in most of the states, 
including Alaska and Hawaii, and has visited Nassau, 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Balearic Islands (in the Medi- 
terranean), the Near and Middle East, most of the 
countries of Europe, and Africa. 

She was married in Volusia County on September 25, 
1913, to Harry U. (“Chick”) Bonnet, who was born in 
Zanesville, Ohio, May 7, 1880, and died in New Smyrna 
Beach April 15, 1936. He was a civil engineer with the 
State Road Department and at various times was 
county and city engineer. A daughter, Jeanne Detwiler 
Bonnet, now Mrs. Fritz K. Mitchell, was born June 7, 


1928, at Daytona Beach. She is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Florida and the first woman to graduate 
from its School of Real Estate. She has a son, Stewart, 
born in 1957, 


Mrs. Bonnet lives today, as she has for many years, 
in an old home looking out on the Indian River. She 
puts in a full day at her regal estate office, except when 
she is handing out a key to the city, or greeting a tour- 
ing politician or a visiting dignitary. Nobody enjoys 
these duties of office more, or handles them with greater 
aplomb, than Hannah Detwiler Bonnet. 


DAVID LOUDEN BLACK 


David Louden Black has been practicing law in Day- 
tona Beach since 1925. He has been president of the 
Peninsula Abstract and Title Company since 1929 and 
is a director of two banks in Daytona Beach, the Flor- 
ida Bank and Trust Company and the First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association. 

Son of David Reid Black and Flora Jane Louden, 
he was born in Duluth, Minnesota, April 9, 1900. Both 
his parents died in Duluth, where his father was a 
contractor. He was born in Musselburgh, Scotland; 
the mother in Indiana. 


David L. Black attended Central High School, Du- 
luth, and the Duluth Normal School, He graduated 
from Augusta Military Academy at Fort Defiance, Vir- 
ginia, in 1919, and from the University of Virginia Law 
School in 1925 with a Bachelor of Laws degree. 

Coming to Daytona Beach, Florida, in 1925, he be- 
came associated with the law firm of Sholtz and Green. 
This was David Sholtz, who became Governor of Flor- 
ida in 1932. Since 1929, when Mr. Black became presi- 
dent of Peninsula Abstract and Title Company, he has 
carried on a private practice of law and now conducts 
a general civil practice in chancery and probate courts. 
He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, the Volusia County Bar Association (pres- 
ident in 1941 and 1942), the American Judicature So- 
ciety, and the Florida Title Association. 


Prominent in civic life, he was a charter member 
and served on the board of directors of the Daytona 
Beach Convention Bureau, which was later incorpo- 
rated into the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
of which he was on the Board for several years. He 
was appointed by Governor Cone to the board of di- 
rectors of the Halifax District Hospital and is a mem- 
ber of the board of trustees of the New York Polyclinic 
School and Hospital, New York City. In Duluth, Min- 
nesota, he was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and is a trustee of Olds Hall at Daytona Beach 
for retired ministers. He holds membership in Elks 
Lodge #1141, the Daytona Beach Country Club, the 
Bath and Tennis Club of Daytona Beach, the Ellinor 
Village Country Club, and Halifax River Yacht Club. 
His fraternities are Delta Upsilon (social) and Delta 
Theta Phi (legal) of the University of Virginia. 

At Moultrie, Georgia, on December 29, 1929, David 
L. Black married Ellen McKee, daughter of David and 
Augusta (McClure) McKee, who was born in Dough- 
erty County, Georgia, January 4, 1908. She is vice- 
president of the National Society for Crippled Children, 
a member of the board of trustees of the Florida So- 
ciety for Crippled Children, and a volunteer director 
of the Junior Service League at the Orthopedic Cen- 
ter, Daytona Beach. 
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PEAS tT COAST VOR. FLORIDA 


JULIUS A. SAPP 


Owner of supermarkets and a cattle ranch, Julius 
A. Sapp of New Smyrna Beach is interested in good 
government and local politics. His family homesteaded 


_in Raiford, Union County, Florida, several generations 


back, coming from Georgia probably some time before 
the Civil War. His father, Grover Cleveland Sapp, was 
born in Raiford September 1, 1883, and died there in 
1933. He was a blacksmith and a farmer and was mar- 
ried to Elizath Redish, who was born at Hilberne 
Springs, Florida, February 22, 1888, and is living in 
Raiford. Her maternal grandmother came to Florida 
from Spain, landing at Cedar Keys. 

Born in Raiford January 22, 1907, Julius A. Sapp 
was educated in the public schools of Raiford and Lake 
Butler. Coming to New Smyrna Beach, he worked in 
the grocery business until 1936, when he and Marco 
Galbreath founded a Red Front store on Canal Street. 
In 1938 he bought Mr. Galbreath’s interest in the busi- 
ness and in 1941 built a supermarket on Orange Ave- 
nue, which he operated until 1958. At that time he 
built another supermarket on the North Causeway in 
Venetia, which he leases to the Jackson Supermarket 
chain. He still owns his old grocery building and leases 
it to Tyner’s Food Market. 


In 1941 Mr. Sapp also bought cattle and a ranch in 
Samsula, seven miles west of New Smyrna Beach, which 
he calls Tomoka Ranch. He has a mixed commercial 
herd and markets his cattle at Gainesville, Orlando and 
Kissimmee. He was one of the first in this area to use 
improved pastures, using Pangola grass. 

Mr. Sapp is a member of Volusia County Cattlemen’s 
Association; vice-president of Volusia County Soil 
Conservation District; a life member of the National 
Sheriffs Association; a member of the East Volusia Hos- 
pital Board, now its vice-chairman; director of the 
Bank of New Smyrna and director of New Smyrna 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, which he helped to 
reorganize in 1942. A Democrat, he is committeeman 
of Precinct #10B. He was a city commissioner from 
1943 to 1948 and again 1950 to 1958, and in 1946-47 was 
Mayor of New Smyrna Beach. 

During World War II Mr. Sapp served in the tem- 
porary Coast Guard Auxiliary, manning towers along 
the local beaches and patroling the coastal waters. He 
is a member of Elks Lodge #1557, Masonic Lodge 
#149, Morocco Temple Shrine at Jacksonville and the 
Jacksonville Consistory, and a member of the First 
Baptist Church of New Smyrna Beach. His family gave 
land for a cemetery in Raiford, known as the Sapp 
Cemetery. Fishing and hunting are his preferred sports, 


_ although he plays some golf, too. 


At Lake Butler, Florida, on Christmas Day in 1930, 
Julius A. Sapp married Olga Barnette, daughter of 
Thomas and Lota (Enfinger) Barnette, who was born 
in Shorterville, Alabama, November 15, 1906. She is a 
past president of the New Smyrna Beach Garden Club. 
A son and a daughter were born to Mr. and Mrs. Sapp: 

1. Jack Merton Sapp, born in Gainesville, Florida, 
December 10, 1932, maried Pat Exum of New Smyrna 
Beach. Since May, 1960, Jack is the owner of Sapps 
Corner Sundries in New Smyrna Beach. 

2. Barbara Jane Sapp, now Mrs. Steven C. Hall, was 


born June 12, 1934, in Lakeland, Florida. 


—_ 
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MARVIN TYNER 


The family of Marvin Tyner, owner of Tyner’s Food 
Market in New Smyrna Beach, has been in Florida 
since before the Seminole wars, the earliest settlers 
being the Yates family on his mother’s side. She is a 
member of the prominent Bronson family of Kissimmee. 

Mr. Tyner, as well as his father and mother, were 
born at Shingle Creek settlement, near Kissimmee: his 
father, Stewart Fulwood Tyner, in 1883; his mother, 
Mattie Bell Bronson, on December 23, 1887. His mother 
is still living in Kissimmee. His father was a farmer, 
grove owner and rancher until 1918, when he sold his 
property to the Bronson family. He then went into the 
automobile agency business, first with the Willis 
Knight-Overland, then the Hudson-Essex, and then, 
with a Mr. Bryant, the Studebaker agency, all in Kis- 
simmee. He is still working in the automobile industry, 
now in Orlando. 

Born May 2, 1910, Marvin Tyner graduated from 
Osceola High School in Kissimmee in 1929 and 
worked as a cowboy on the farm of his uncle, Walter 
Bronson. In 1930 he went to New Orleans and was 
there until 1932, working for the Atlantic and Pacific 
Tea Company. Returning to Kissimmee, he was a sales- 
man for the Hilton Chevrolet Company for the next 
two years or so. In 1934 he opened a meat market in 
Kissimmee which burned down a year later. After 
that he went to work for the A.&P. again and in August, 
1936, they transferred him to New Smyrna Beach as 
manager of meat markets. In January, 1942, he opened 
his own store in New Smyrna Beach, Tyner’s Food 
Market, which he has operated since then. He is a 
member of the Retail Grocers Association of Florida. 

Mr. Tyner’s special interest has been the New Smyrna 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and through it the growth 
and development of the city. He is a director of the 
Greater Chamber of Commerce and was.a charter mer- 
ber when it was reorganized in 1942. He is also a met 
ber of the Rotary Club, now Sergeant at Arms; a 
member of the First Methodist Church and its Official 
Board, and serves as usher in the church. His political 
faith is Democratic. Fishing and attending football 
games are his favorite pastimes. 

At Ormond Beach on September 3, 1939, Marvin 
Tyner married Peachie Arabelle Sweat, born in New 
Smyrna Beach March 27, 1916, daughter of John Ellie 
and Arabertie (Crews) Sweat. Her family was origi- 
nally from the Palatka area and moved to New Smyrna 
Beach about 1900. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tyner are the parents of three chil- 
dren: 

1. Marvin Eugene Tyner, born July 23, 1941, in New 
Smyrna Beach, now a student at Daytona Beach Junior 
College. 

2. Virginia Irene, born January 10, 1945, at Daytona 
Beach. 

3. Carole Ann, born December 25, 1952, at New Smyr- 
na Beach, 


JOHN R. DeBERRY 


Now President of the Bank of New Smyrna, John R. 
DeBerry has been in the banking field since 1923, 
starting as bookkeeper with the Bank of Okeechobee. 
As an avocation, he has a small commercial herd of 
cattle on a 300-acre ranch west of New Smyrna Beach, 
for which he bought raw virgin land and had it cleared. 

Born in Baconton, Georgia, May 28, 1903, he is a son 
of David P. and Sophronia (Jenkins) DeBerry, both na- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


tives of North Carolina. His father was born in Wade- 
ville, N.C., May 25, 1875, and died at Fort Pierce, Flor- 
ida, in October, 1936. His mother, born in Palmerville, 
N.C., August 10, 1878, lives in Stuart, Florida. David 
DeBerry was in the lumber and naval stores business 
in Georgia and Florida. Coming to Florida in December 
of 1913, he purchased a large tract of pine timberland 
in the Dade City area and subsequently carried on 
this business in many other Florida locations. 

John DeBerry attended school in Dade City, Braden- 
ton and Lake City, graduating from Lake City High 
School in 1921. He worked with the Lake Wales Naval 
Stores Company until 1923, when he entered the Bank 
of Okeechobee as bookkeeper. From September, 1924, 
until 1927 he was with the Farmers Bank and Trust 
Company of West Palm Beach; then was with the Li- 
quidation Division of the Florida State Banking De- 
partment until early 1934. 


At that time he and C. H. McNulty organized the 
Bank of Melbourne. In January, 1936, they opened the 
Bank of New Smyrna with Mr. DeBerry as organiza- 
tional Executive Vice-President and Cashier. At the 
annual meeting of the bank in 1945, Mr. McNulty was 
elected chairman of the board and Mr. DeBerry became 
President of the bank. He is a member of the American 
Bankers Association and the Florida Bankers Associa- 
tion, now chairman of Group 5 of the state association, 
and is on the board of trustees of the Florida Bankers 
Educational Foundation. 

A civic leader, Mr. DeBerry is a past president of 
the New Smyrna Beach Chamber of Commerce; a 
member of the Board of Commissioners of the Ponce 
de Leon Inlet and Port District, and the Board of Com- 
missioners of Southeast Volusia Hospital District. In 
1945 he and others began laying the groundwork for 
the Fish Memorial Hospital at New Smyrna Beach, 
which was opened in October, 1954. He headed its 
building and expansion fund drives and many other 
fund drives of a civic nature. He was chairman of 
the Volusia County Democratic Executive Committee 
several times. He holds membership in the First Bap- 
tist Church of New Smyrna Beach, Masonic Lodge #149, 
Bahia Temple Shrine of Orlando and Jacksonville Con- 
sistory, Elks Lodge #1557, the Smyrna Yacht Club, the 
Anglers Yacht Club, the New Smyrna Beach Golf and 
Country Club, and Samsula Hunting Club. Golf, hunt- 
ing and fishing are his recreations. 


Mr. DeBerry was married at Fort Pierce, Florida, 
September 22, 1931, to Evangeline Knutson, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ole Knutson, who was born in Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, March 7, 1903. Mrs. DeBerry is very 
active in the New Smyrna Beach Garden Club, the 
Fish Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, and the New Smyr- 
na Beach Women’s Golf Association. 


C. WINSTON SMITH 


Now President, Chairman of the Board, and General 
Counsel for ithe First Federal Savings and Loan Associ- 
‘ation of New Smyrna Beach, C. Winston Smith began to 
earn his living as a telegraph operator at a very tender 
age and holds Number One seniority as local telegraph 
operator and train dispatcher. He later studied law 
and became a full-fledged lawyer in 1935. He has been 
attorney for the First Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociation of New Smyrna Beach since about 1940, a 
director since 1943, and was elected President and 
Chairman of the Board in 1957. 


Born in Tampa, Florida, January 2, 1902, he is a son 
of Charles Berry Smith, a native of South Carolina, who 
died in West Palm Beach, and Ada Braddock Smith, 
born December 14, 1884, in Seville, Volusia County, 
Florida, who is living in Bradenton. Her father, William 
C. Braddock, fought in the Confederate Army. Charles 
B. Smith came to Florida from South Carolina with his 
two brothers about 1900 and settled at Sebastian in 
Indian River County. He was associated with the Ric- 
cou Fish Company at Jensen Beach. 

Winston Smith attended school in Lakeland but very 
early started working to support his mother, two 
brothers and a sister. At the age of eight years he 
learned to operate the telegraph for Postal Telegraph 
Company in Lakeland, and in 1915 went to work as an 
operator for Postal Telegraph in Plant City. He later 
worked for Western Union in Memphis, Tennessee, 
Washington, D.C., New York City, Richmond, Virginia, 
and Jacksonville, Florida. On January 2, 1919, he became 
telegraph operator for the Florida East Coast Railroad 
at New Smyrna, and in 1922 was promoted to train 
dispatcher. 


Having studied law while he worked as a telegrapher, 
he was admitted to practice in Florida in 1935 and 
opened an office in New Smyrna Beach. Eligible to 
practice in all courts in the State of Florida, he is a 
member of the Volusia County Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, and the American Bar Association. He has 
been attorney for the City of New Smyrna Beach at 
various times. 


In 1939 Mr. Smith acquired a fifty-acre commercial 
grove in Brevard County, which he sold a few years ago. 
He now has a sixteen-acre orange grove north of New 
Smyrna Beach. He also raises orchids. Starting as a 
hobby, he and his wife now have between 75 and 80 
thousand plants and supply the flower market. They 
are members of the Daytona Beach Orchid Society, the 
Florida Orchid Society, the Orchid Society of California, 
and the American Orchid Society, In 1948 Mrs. Smith 
opened a florist shop, “Mary Ann’s Flowers,” adjacent 
to her husband’s law office. 

Mr. Smith was Volusia County’s campaign manager 
for Spessard Holland when he was campaigning for 
Governor of Florida. He is a past member of the Board 
of Trustees of the New Smyrna Beach School District 
and was Chairman of the Volusia County School Board 
from 1943 to 1947. He is a past president of the New 
Smyrna Beach Jaycees and a member of the Greater 
Chamber of Commerce; a past member of the Board of 
Governors and past secretary of the Smyrna Yacht Club; 
a member of Ellinor Village Country Club, Ormond 
Beach; and a member of the First Baptist Church of 
New Smyrna Beach. 

On December 31, 1943, at DeLand, Florida, C. Winston 
Smith married Mary Ann Nordman, daughter of Henry 
B. and Mary (Bridge) Nordman, who was born at New 
Smyrna Beach June 21, 1915. By a former marriage Mr. 
Smith has two children, both born at New Smyrna 
Beach: 

1. Jean Arlys Smith, now Mrs. S. L. DeLoach, Jr. 

2. C. Winston Smith, Jr., born March 6, 1930, who is 
Principal of Opalocka Elementary School, Opalocka, 
Florida. 


WILLIS S. SETTLE 


Willis S. Settle has been operating the Settle Funeral 
Home in New Smyrna Beach since 1931 and now has 
another licensed funeral director-embalmer with him 
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and a staff of three assistants. He was the first to pro- 
vide ambulance service in the area. 

Mr. Settle was born at Vine Grove, Kentucky, August 
26, 1900, son of Samuel S. and Sudie Nall Settle. His 
father was born in Vine Grove February 6, 1880, and 
was a farmer in Kentucky. When he retired in 1920 he 
came to New Smyrna Beach, Florida, and for the first 
few years had a citrus grove. He died December 27, 1947. 
Willis’s mother was born in Nall’s Valley, near Vine 
Grove, Kentucky, on November 15, 1865, and died at 
New Smyrna Beach, November 8, 1945. 

His education was begun in the public schools of 
Vine Grove, Kentucky, and continued in New Smyrna 
Beach, where he graduated from high school in 1925. 
When he came to New Smyrna Beach with his family 
in 1920, he went to work for the State Bank of New 
Smyrna as bookkeeper and later was a teller there. 
While working at the bank he completed his high school 
education. He left the bank in June, 1930, to attend the 
Cincinnati College of Embalming, Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
upon completion of the course returned to New Smyrna 
Beach and on February 10, 1931, opened the Settle Fu- 
neral Home at 406 South Orange Avenue, his present 
location. He has a complete service, including oxygen 
and radio-equipped ambulances. 

Mr. Settle is a member of the National Funeral 
Directors Association, the Florida Directors and Em- 
balmers Association, the Associated Funeral Directors 
Service, and the Order of the Golden Rule, an interna- 
tional funeral directors association. Active in civic and 
fraternal organizations, he is a member of the Greater 
New Smyrna Beach Chamber of Commerce and the 
Civitan Club; a past master of Lodge #149, F. and A. M., 
member of the local Shrine Club, Morocco Temple 
Shrine and the Scottish Rite Valley of Jacksonville; a 
past patron of the Order of the Eastern Star, Chapter 
#3; a member of Elks Lodge #1557 and Independent 
Order of Oddfellows #92; and a trustee of the First 
Methodist Church of New Smyrna Beach. By way of 
hobbies, he used to raise caladiums and has an interest- 
ing collection of salt and pepper shakers. 

On July 3, 1927, at Jacksonville, Willis Settle married 
Florene Wheeler, born November 15, 1902, at Lewisburg, 
Kentucky, daughter of George W. and Margaret 
(Stewart) Wheeler. Mrs. Settle has the distinction of 
being the first “Woman of the Year” to be chosen in 
her community, in recognition of service rendered in 
hundreds of ways to her fellow man, She was selected 
for this honor in 1957 by the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. A private kindergarten teacher for 
thirteen years, she subsequently taught in public schools 
for eight years and for the past three years has been 
teaching the first grade at Oak Hill School. 

She is a past president of the Woman’s Club, the Elks 
Ladies, and the Fish Memorial Hospital Auxiliary; past 
district director of Garden Clubs; past Worthy Matron 
of the Order of the Eastern Star, Chapter #3; past sec- 
retary-treasurer, vice-regent and regent of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution. Her first “love,” how- 
ever, is her work in the First Methodist Church, where 
she was president of the Woman’s Society of Christian 
Service for seven years and is now president of the 
Wesleyan Service Guild. A former Sunday School 
teacher and permanent part of the church choir, she has 
served on the official board and was superintendent of 
the Church School for ten years. 

Mrs. Settle has been known to decline many offices 
of honor throughout the state in order to donate full 


time to the community that she loves and of which she 
has been a part since she came there as a bride in 1927. 

Mr. and Mrs. Settle are the parents of two daughters, 
born in New Smyrna Beach: 

1. Margaret Sue (Mrs. Robert D. Royal), born May 
10, 1928. 

2. Virginia Catherine, born November 20, 1937. 

They have three grandchildren: Susan Catherine, 
Daniel Robert, and Stewart Samuel Royal. 

Margaret Sue was the valedictorian of her class in 
high school and won the D.A.R. award for her essay on 
Citizenship. 


ROBERT LEE FREEMAN 


More than any other city official, Robert Lee Freeman 
revitalized the municipal government of New Smyrna 
Beach during the decade preceding his death and gave 
City Hall a new personality and integrity. He was an 
unparalleled civic leader and a leader in the legal pro- 
fession. More than that, he was a man to whom people 
brought their personal problems with confidence that 
he could and would help to solve them. 


He was born in Griffin, Georgia, May 19, 1914, a son 
of Robert Lee, Sr., a farmer of Griffin, and Nell Bagley 
Griffin, who was born in Anniston, Alabama, and died 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, in 1955. 


He spent his first eighteen years on the farm and 
after high school enrolled in pre-medical school at 
Emory University. His studies there were interrupted 
ky the death of his father and the family’s decision to 
leave the farm and move to St. Petersburg, Florida. 
There he enrolled in a business course at the Junior 
College and, to help pay expenses, got a job as night 
clerk in a small hotel. This was in 1934. By 1941 he and 
his brother Tom owned the hotel and were leasing and 
operating several small hotels. They also owned two 
restaurants in St. Petersburg. 


Lee Freeman’s prosperous business career in St. 
Petersburgh was interrupted by World War II. Entering 
the Army in 1941, he saw action in Africa, took part in 
the invasion of Italy at Salerno and was with the occu- 
pation forces in Naples and Anzio, serving forty-one 
months overseas. 

Upon his return from the service in 1946, he found 
Emory University filled up and was faced with the 
prospect of waiting a year before continuing his med- 
ical studies. He decided to put in that year at Stetson 
University and heeded the suggestion of a veteran ad- 
viser that he give the study of law a try. While earning 
a B.A. and LL.B. degree at Stetson, he taught classes in 
Accounting and Banking in the Business College. 


It was on the advice of Dean Haslip of Stetson that he 
came to New Smyrna Beach to start his practice in 
1948. Shortly after his arrival he was appointed Munici- 
pal Judge and served in 1949-50. In the early fifties he 
was a city commissioner for the municipality of Edge- 
water. He was senior partner in the law firm of Freeman 
and DeLoach, and in 1955 won a suit against the city 
of New Smyrna Beach for two taxpapers, charging 
illegal land deals by two commissioners. The courts set 
aside the deals and the city resold the land at a profit. 
On the heels of this victory Mr. Freeman was elected 
City Attorney. 

When he took office in 1956, New Smyrna Beach was 
in debt and its accounts in bad shape. One year later 
the auditor congratulated the city on its remarkable 
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recovery. Plans devised and executed by Freedman 
had saved hundreds of thousands of dollars. One con- 
tract he negotiated with the State Road Department, 
when U.S. Highway 1 was being four-laned through 
New Smyrna Beach, saved the city $200,000. He also 
banned secret or non-public meetings for city commis- 
sioners, a common practice before he took office. 

He was president of the Volusia County Bar Associa- 
tion in 1956, a member of the Florida Bar and the 
American Bar Association, and of Phi Delta Phi inter- 
national legal fraternity, of which he was _ historian 
while a student at Stetson University. He was a past 
president of the New Smyrna Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Kiwanis Club, a member of the Civil Air 
Patrol, the American Legion Post #17, Elks Lodge 
#1557, and the Methodist Church. 

At St. Petersburg, Florida, on January 13, 1946, R. 
Lee Freeman married Alberta Hooley of North Wales, 
Pennsylvania, whom he met while in military service. 
She is a daughter of Walter Hooley and Frances Smith 
Hooley. Her father was born in North Wales, Pennsyl- 
vania, August 30, 1886, and died there February 11, 
1945. Her mother was born at Tomoqua, Pennsylvania, 
July 15, 1886, and is living in North Wales. Mrs. Smith 
is active in Beta Sigma Phi international social sorority, 
in the American Legion Auxiliary, in the Ladies of the 
Elks, and in the Eastern Star. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Freeman: 

1. Roberta Leigh, born March 6, 1947, in DeLand, 
Florida. 

2. Marjorie Frances, born December 5, 1951, in Edge- 
water, Florida. 

3. Robert Lee Freeman, III, born July 14, 1953, in 
Edgewater. 

4. Barbara Jean, born September 3, 1955, in New 
Smyrna Beach. 

Following an illness of several months duration, 
Mr. Freeman died at Holly Hill Hospital, December 19, 

1959. 


GEORGE ISAAC FULLERTON 


Regarded as one of the ablest and most influential 
figures in his section of the state, George Isaac Fuller- 
ton of New Smyrna Beach, outstanding attorney and 
former member of the State Legislature, is also a citrus 
grower and an executive of citrus organizations and 
through the years has been a very active civic leader, 
particularly in the cause of better highways. 

Mr. Fullerton was born in Randall, Kansas, April 11, 
1889, son of Benjamin Franklin and Ella Elizabeth 
(Higbee) Fullerton. His father was born in Clearfield 
County, Pennsylvania, July 30, 1860, and died at Day- 
tona Beach, Florida, in August, 1950. He was a farmer 
and cattleman at Dodge City, Kansas, and lived the last 
twenty years of his life at Oak Hill, Florida, where he 
had a small citrus grove. Ella Higbee Fullerton, born 
at Mount Carmel, Indiana, in November, 1869, died in 
November, 1921. 

George I. Fullerton attended public schools in Kansas 
and Oklahoma and the Northwestern College of Okla- 
homa at Alva. He was admitted to the Oklahoma state 
bar in 1916 and practiced law at Fairview, Oklahoma, 
for a short time. Becoming associated with the J. A. 
Hockett Company of Wichita, Kansas, that same year, 
he traveled over the country and in the course of these 
travels was sent to New Smyrna Beach, where he re- 
mained, representing the J. A. Hockett Company until 


1920. He helped locate Spanish rush (switch grass), 
used in the manufacture of brooms as a substitute for 
broom corn, and in connection with this business pur- 
chased land in the Everglades and bossed the planting 
of broom corn there. 

Having become active in the civic affairs of New 
Smyrna Beach, Mr. Fullerton was elected its first tem- 
porary city manager in 1920. He had been admitted to 
the Florida bar in 1919 and in 1921 opened a law office 
in New Smyrna Beach which eventually became the 
firm of Fullerton, Duss and Gillespie. In 1922 he was 
admitted to the federal courts of the South District 
of Florida and in 1937 to the United States Circuit Court 
of Appeals of the Fifth District, In his early practice he 
specialized in criminal law and later carried on a general 
practice. Widely recognized for his professional achieve- 
ments and highly esteemed by his colleagues, he was the 
first president of the Volusia County Bar Association 
and is a member of the Florida Bar. He served one term 
in the Florida State Legislature, to which he was elected 
in 1929. Appointed a member of District #12 of the 
Board of Social Welfare by Governor Cone, he has been 
reappointed by each Governor since then, and is chair- 
man of the Legislative Committee of the District Welfare 
Association. He is a director of the Volusia County 
Democratic Club. 

Mr. Fullerton bought his first citrus grove in the Oak 
Hill area, twelve miles south of New Smyrna Beach, in 
1918. In 1920 he organized Fullerton Grove Corporation 
and in 1943 bought the interests of the other stockhold- 
ers. Fullerton Groves has about 100 acres of citrus. The 
fruit is shipped under the brand name of Florigold 
through the Florida Citrus kxchange of Tampa, of which 
Mr. Fullerton is a member. He is a charter member of 
the Indian River Citrus League, past president and now 
chairman of the board, and through its thirty-odd years 
of existence has been either president or chairman. He 
he is a member of the board of directors and executive 
committee of the Growers and Shippers League; a mem- 
ber of the board of directors of the Florida Citrus Ex- 
position, Winter Haven; past president of the Florida 
Citrus Growers, Inc., Orlando; vice president of Oak 
Hill Citrus Growers Association. He was an organizer 
and first president of the Florida Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion; is a director of the Volusia County Farm Bureau 
and the Volusia County Fair Association, and an or- 
ganizer and past director of the Soil Science Founda- 
tion of Lakeland. 

Mr. Fullerton is a member of the Florida Chamber of 
Commerce and vice-president of the Greater New 
Smyrna Beach Chamber of Commerce. He is a charter 
member and president of the East Coast Highway Asso- 
ciation and now in his second term as chairman of the 
Florida Highway Users Conference, an organization for 
planning programs and legislation for better highway 
coordination. Before 1924, U.S. Highway 1 in the New 
Smyrna area was a shell road. Since then Mr. Fullerton 
has invested much time and money in the four-lane 
program for U.S. 1 and the development of road AlA. 
In the interests of this cause he has attended many 
meetings and made many trips to Tallahassee and to 
Washington, D.C. 

During World War II Mr. Fullerton served in the 
Coast Guard Reserve. He is a member of the Volusia 
County Historical Society; a charter member of the 
Smyrna Yacht Club and member of its board of gov- 
ernors; a past Master of Masonic Lodge #149, past High 
Priest of Royal Arch Masons of Titusville, and a life 
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member of the Scottish Rite and Shrine in Jacksonville. 
He is listed in Who’s Who in the South and Southwest. 

In 1912 Mr. Fullerton married Mildred Ferguson of 
Wichita, Kansas, daughter of Harvey and Laura Fer- 
guson, pioneers of that state. She died August 31, 1941. 
On July 3, 1943, Mr. Fullerton married Helen Hopkins, 
daughter of Edward E. and Lilly Hopkins of Appleton, 
Wisconsin, who died May 20, 1955. Finally, on Novem- 
ber 9, 1956, at Daytona Beach, Mr. Fullerton married 
Peggy Friley Adams, daughter of Robert and Pearl 
Willis Friley, who was born at Ashland, Kentucky, 
May 20, 1906. 

By a previous marriage Mrs. Fullerton has two chil- 
dren: James A. Adams of Orlando and Mary F. (Adams) 
Leist, wife of Major W. C. Leist of the United States 
Army who is in the ROTC program at the University of 
Florida. They have two children: Michael, now attend- 
ing the University of Florida, and Donna. James Adams 
married Betty Abby of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and they 
have one child, Steven. James is a Captain in the Air 
Force Reserves and is now with Radiation, Inc., of 
Orlando. 

Mrs. Fullerton is active in the New Smyrna Beach 
Woman’s Club, the Fish Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, 
the PTA of Oak Hill, and the Woman’s Auxiliary of 
Smyrna Yacht Club. 


LEE H. DARBY, M.D. 


A member of the staff of the Fish Memorial Hospital, 
Dr. Lee H. Darby has been practicing medicine and 
surgery in New Smyrna Beach since 1953. 

Son of a retired physician, he was born in Vidalia, 
Georgia, July 16, 1921. His father, Dr. Virgil Lee Darby, 
was born at Social Circle, Georgia, February 29, 1884; 
his mother, Ruth Hosch Darby, is a native’of Hoschton, 
Georgia, where she was born November 2, 1886. Both 
parents are living in Vidalia. 

Lee Darby graduated from Vidalia High School in 
1938 and from the University of Georgia in 1942 with the 
degree of Bachelor of Business Administration. In 
March, 1942, he entered the United States Navy, was 
commissioned a lieutenant, and served in the Supply 
Corps, the greater part of the time with the Seabees in 
the South Pacific, until June, 1946, when he was sepa- 
rated from the service with the rank of Lieutenant 
Senior Grade. 

Following his return from the Navy, he entered the 
Medical College of Georgia at Augusta and was grad- 
uated in 1951 as a Doctor of Medicine. He interned at 
Columbus City Hospital, Columbus, Georgia, for one 
year and spent the following year as surgical resident 
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Jacksonville. Coming to New 
Smyrna Beach in October, 1953, he opened an office 
there and has become established in a general practice 
of medicine and surgery. 

Dr. Darby is a member of the American Medical As- 
sociation, the Florida Medical Association, the Southern 
Medical Association, Volusia County Medical Society 
and Alpha Kappa Kappa medical fraternity. He also 
belongs to the New Smyrna Beach Men’s Golf Associa- 
tion, the Anglers Yacht Club, the First Baptist Church 
of New Smyrna Beach, George Walton Masonic Lodge 
of Augusta, Georgia, and Alee Temple Shrine in Savan- 
nah. His favorite hobby is quail hunting, but he also 
enjoys golf and fishing. 

At Vidalia, Georgia, on September 2, 1947, Lee Darby 
married Mary Ann Meadows, daughter of Pierce LeRoy 


and Mary Alice (Eaton) Meadows. Mrs. Darby was born 
in Vidalia, Georgia, March 4, 1927. She is active in the 
Volusia County Medical Society Auxiliary and in the 
Jane Sheldon Chapter of the D.A.R. Dr. and Mrs. Darby 
have two children: 

1. Deborah Ann, born February 26, 1949, at Augusta, 
Georgia. ¢ 

2. Michael Meadows Darby, born July 3, 1954, at 
Daytona Beach. 


ERNEST WILLIAM GAUTIER 


Known as the “Watchdog of the Senate,” fourth-gen- 
eration Florida-born Bill Gautier is now serving his 
third term, sixth session, as State Senator from Vo- 
lusia County. Just as he worked his way through Stet- 
son University law school blocking and tackling in 
the football team, so now he blocks and tackles bad 
legislation in the Senate. This is not to say that his 
senatorial activities end there. In 1955 he was chosen 
by Florida State University for honorary membership 
in the Gold Key leadership fraternity, “in recognition 
of the able way in which he served the best interests 
of the state through three legislative sessions and his 
devotion to the welfare of education.” In receiving this 
award, Mr. Gautier became the eighth citizen of the 
state to be so honored. He is a great-grandson of Peter 
B. Gautier, one of the first Speakers of the House 
when Florida was a Territory. 

Born at Dunedin, Florida, March 12, 1910, Ernest 
William Gautier is a son of Elias Bryan and Charlotte 
Belle Williams Gautier. His father was born in Mari- 
anna, Florida, April 13, 1862, and died in St. Petersburg 
on September 14, 1950. He was a retired contractor. 
Belle Williams Gautier was born August 30, 1877, at 
Midway, South Carolina, and at this date is living in 
St. Petersburg, Florida. 


Bill Gautier’s education was begun in the public 
schools of St. Petersburg, where he finished Junior 
College. He did graduate work at the University of 
Florida and then attended Stetson University, where 
he received his LL.B. degree in 1932. While a student 
at Stetson, in 1930, he was captain of the football 
team and was also a member of the boxing team and 
sports editor of the Annual. He later coached football 
at DeLand and, during the depression year of 1933, 
gave this service gratis to New Smyrna Beach High 
School. 

Admitted to the Florida bar in 1932, he began the 
practice of law in New Smyrna Beach in 1933, with 
G. W. (“Buddy”) Rasco, brother of the dean of the 
University of Miami law school. After that he practiced 
two years in Miami, then returned to New Smyrna 
Beach, where he has continued his legal practice since 
then, excepting his four years in military service in 
World War II and his time spent in the Senate in Tal- 
lahassee. 

Entering the Army Air Corps in 1941 as a Second 
Lieutenant, he rose to the rank of Colonel in thirty 
months. He spent forty-two months on overseas duty, 
escaping capture enroute when his ship was torpedoed 
by a German submarine, and received the Bronze Star 
for his meritorious service. 

Senator Gautier’s first political venture was in 1940, 
when he was elected to the Volusia County School 
Board. First elected to the Senate from Volusia County 
in 1950, he was reelected in 1954 and again in 1958. 
During his first term in the Senate he was selected as 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


the outstanding freshman senator. He helped to pass 
the first bill initiating a mental health program in Flor- 
ida; introduced and sponsored state-wide conservation 
measures in each session; proposed the first bill to cre- 
ate a Florida Industrial Board; and served, sometimes 
as chairman, on numerous committees, including those 
on pensions and claims, labor and industry, banking, 
advertising and publicity, citrus, constitutional revision, 
roads and public utilities, Judiciary “A,” education, and 
constitutional amendments. He inaugurated a system of 
pre-legislative public hearings in Volusia County 
which has grown in popularity. At these hearings, held 
in key cities, the public has a chance to present bills 
it wants sponsored, and as a result the legislators are 
spared some of the last-minute legislation which is 
usually handed them after they get to Tallahassee. 

A member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, and the Volusia County Bar Association, 
Senator Gautier has served as city attorney for New 
Smyrna Beach and Port Orange, as attorney for the 
Southeast Volusia Hospital District, East Volusia Mos- 
quito Control District, and for the Bank of New Smyr- 
na and the First Federal Savings and Loan Association 
of Daytona Beach. 

He is a past president of New Smyrna Beach Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Rotary Club, a member of Ma- 
sonic Lodge #149, Elks Lodge #1557, the Odd Fellows, 
the American Legion, and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
of New Smyrna Beach. He is a past commodore and life 
member of Smyrna Yacht Club, a charter and life 
member of the Anglers Club, and life member of the 
Rod and Gun Club. His fraternities are Pi Kappa Phi 
and Phi Alpha Delta, and he is a director of the Stetson 
Law School Alumni Association. He is also a member 
of the Volusia County Cattlemen’s Association. As a 
hobby he raises Whitefaced Herefords and Shetland 
ponies on his ranch, “Dixie Acres,’ located between 
DeLand and New Smyrna, and has two champion 
stallion ponies. He also enjoys hunting and fishing. 

Senator Gautier was chosen “Man of the Week” by 
the Orlando Sentinel for the September 1, 1957, issue. 

At New Smyrna Beach on April 5, 1942, he married 
Anne Sams, whose sketch follows. They have twin 
daughters, Patricia Bryan and Priscilla Sams Gautier, 
born July 26, 1946, at Daytona Beach. 

Priscilla is president-elect of Future Homemakers 
of America, past editor of “Read-Pattillo Beacon,” 
president of the Junior High Student Council, and 
honorary mayor of New Smyrna Beach in 1961. She 
received the DAR Citizenship Medal, the Sons of Amer- 
ican Revolution Citizenship and Honor Award, and is 
Parliamentarian of Future Teachers. 

Patricia is a varsity cheerleader, treasurer of Future 
Homemakers of America, an officer of the Pep Club, 
and a member of the Candystripers (Hospital Volun- 
teer teen-age group.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Gautier are co-sponsors of the Gautier 
Good Government Award, made annually to the out- 
standing boy and girl in the senior class of each of 
Volusia County’s seven high schools. This award is 
based on scholarship, citizenship and leadership, Class- 
mates elect the most deserving students for considera- 
tion. 


ANNE SAMS GAUTIER 


Like her husband, Anne Sams Gautier comes from 
pioneer Florida stock and has a Florida legislator among 
her ancestors. Her grandfather, Francis Williams Sams, 


was State Senator from Volusia County for twelve 
years. One of her grandmothers was Jane Sheldon, for 
whom the New Smyrna Beach chapter of the DAR is 
named. She gave land for the Community Church, now 
the First Baptist Church of New Smyrna Beach, and 
also for the Catholic Church, which is now in a dif- 
ferent location but the land is still owned by the church. 
A governess of the family, Miss Delia Stowe, was the 
first schoolteacher in New Smyrna Beach. 

Like her husband, too, Mrs. Gautier is very active in 
public service. She was selected the “Woman of the 
Year” by the Men’s civic organizations of New Smyrna 
Beach and the award was made by the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club in 1959. 

Born in New Smyrna Beach December 22, 1915, she 
is a daughter of Harry Hopkins Sams (born in New 
Smyrna Beach, Florida, June 16, 1879) and Mabel Berge 
Sams (born in Adelphia, New Jersey, April 4, 1885). 
She graduated from New Smyrna Beach High School 
in 1933, and from the Florida State University in 1937, 
with a B.S. degree in Education. At the university she 
specialized in Educational Psychology. She served as 
Freshman Counselor, a member of the freshman Cab- 
inet and Advisory Council, was chairman of the In- 
firmary Committee, and a member of Kappa Delta social 
sorority. She was the first student of Florida State Uni- 
versity given the opportunity to do “honor” work in 
industrial arts. She was enrolled in graduate work in 
Arts and Crafts at Appalachian State Teachers College, 
Boone, North Carolina, and in Child Education at Co- 
lumbia University. While at Columbia she lived at In- 
ternational House. 

Especially active with delinquent children before 
World War II, Mrs. Gautier made herself solely re- 
sponible at that time for the training, clothing and 
feeding of many teen-agers paroled to her by the County 
Court. Since then she has broadened the scope of her 
activities to include many projects centered on youth. 
During World War II she served as chairman of Junior 
Red Cross groups in both white and Negro schools of 
East Volusia County for three years. In addition she was 
a member of the Red Cross Motor Corps, supervised the 
making of surgical dressings two nights a week, and 
served as chairman of Information, Education, and 
Morale for the Civilian Defense of the Fifth Commis- 
sioners District. 

She is or has been a member of the Governor’s Council 
on Research and Training in Mental Health; chairman of 
the Committee on the Exceptional.Child for the Florida 
Congress of Parents and Teachers; a member of the 
State Board of Managers of the PTA; a board member 
of Volusia County Children’s Commission; and chair- 
man of the School Buildings Committee of the Continu- 
ing Educational Council of Volusia County. A former 
vice-president of the PTA of the New Smyrna Beach 
Elementary School, she is the author of an article on 
the exceptional child which appeared in the June, 1956, 
issue of the Florida Parent-Teacher. 

Mrs. Gautier is a member of the Advisory Committee 
for the Daytona Beach Junior College; was on the Ad- 
visory Board for the New Smyrna Municipal Library; 
was a charter member and on the board of directors of 
the Fish Memorial Hospital Auxiliary; and was a di- 
rector of the New Smyrna Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce. She is a past president of the New Smyrna Beach 
Junior Woman’s Club and has been active, also, in the 
Garden Club. For four years she held the highest exec- 
utive office for Junior Clubwomen in the Florida Fed- 
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eration of Women’s Clubs. She is a former secretary of 
the Florida State University Alumni Association and 
an honorary member of Delta Kappa Gamma, the na- 
tional honorary sorority for teachers. 

The Gautiers make their home at 1200 Magnolia 
Street, New Smyrna Beach. 


FRENCH C. DAVIS 


A resident of Daytona Beach since 1948, French C. 
Davis has been practicing law there since 1952. He is 
particularly active in the Disabled American Veterans. 

Son of French C. Davis, Sr., and Evelyn (Belt) Davis, 
he was born at Clendenin, West Virginia, June 18, 1922. 
His father was an engineer and was vice-president of 
the United Fuel Gas Company of Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia. He had retired and moved to Daytona Beach just 
two weeks before his death, October 17, 1959. 

F. C. Davis, Jr., was educated in the public schools of 
West Virginia and at Greenbrier Military School at 
Lewisburg, West Virginia, from which he graduated in 
1941, and continued at the same school for one year of 
college. 

On June 10, 1942, he entered the United States Army, 
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant on entry, and 
served with the 101st and the 13th Airborne Divisions 
and with the Airborne Training Command in the Euro- 
pean theater of World War II. After Anzio Beachhead 
in Italy, he was wounded, losing both his hands and 
his right eye, and received the Purple Heart, the Soldiers 
Medal and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. 

Having moved with his family to Daytona Beach, 
Florida, June 1, 1948, he entered John B. Stetson Uni- 
versity at DeLand and graduated from the Law School 
with the LL.B. degree on June 2, 1952. He then opened 
a private practice of law at his present location, 550 
Seabreeze Boulevard, Daytona Beach, and since then 
has carried on a general practice, tending to specialize 
in wills and estates and in plaintiff negligence work. 
He is admitted to practice in all Florida Courts and in 
the United States Supreme Court, and is a member of 
the Florida Bar, the Volusia County Bar Association, 
and the West Virginia Bar Association; also the Na- 
tional Association of Claimants Compensation Attorneys. 

Mr. Davis is past Commander of Chapter Six, Dis- 
abled American Veterans, past Junior Vice Commander 
of the Department of Florida, D.A.V., and a member of 
the Legislative Committee of the latter division of this 
organization. He is a charter member and Deacon of 
Wilbur-by-the-Sea Presbyterian Church, Daytona 
Beach; a member of Daytona Beach Masonic Lodge 
#270 and Bahia Temple Shrine, Orlando; and a member 
of Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternity of the John B. Stet- 
son University. In 1955 he headed the East Volusia 
Tuberculosis Fund Drive. For recreation he likes to 
play bridge. 

At Woodstock, Georgia, on February 20, 1944, French 
C. Davis married Bettye Lea Roberts, daughter of A. 
Roy and Kathryn (Wyatt) Roberts, who was born at 
Ball Ground, Georgia, February 9, 1924. They have two 
daughters, both born at Charleston, West Virginia: 
Sandra Michelle on January 24, 1946; Brentsie Cheryl 
on December 22, 1947. 


EARL WESTFALL BROWN 


To catalogue the lifetime activities of a man like 


_ Earl W. Brown of DeLand is a difficult task. As owner 


of Hillendale Plantation at Pierson, he has been a citrus 


grower since 1911, and also has a cattle ranch. He has 
been president of numerous business enterprises and 
is now consultant to the officials of the St. Joe Paper 
Company. But perhaps above all else he has been a 
showman—a producer and director of large-scale ex- 
hibits, from County Fairs to World Fairs. 

He was born in Milford, Pennsylvania, August 29, 
1890, son of B. Edward and Nettie Westfall Brown. His 
father’s occupation varied from architect, hoiel owner, 
associate judge in Pennsylvania courts, to lumberman 
and citrus grower. 

Earl Brown’s education was begun in the public 
schools of Milford, Pennsylvania. Coming to Florida 
with his father, he attended the John B. Stetson Uni- 
versity at DeLand for two years and Beelars Business 
College in the same city for one year. He was married 
in DeLand in 1911 and set down his roots in that locality. 

As already mentioned, he became a citrus grower in 
1911. From 1912 to 1920 he was a hotel manager and 
owner. During that period he took a hand in local 
politics and civic affairs, becoming a city commissioner 
and manager of the DeLand Chamber of Commerce, of 
which he is now the only life member. From 1917 to 
1924 he was director of General Welfare for the City of 
DeLand. Elected Mayor of DeLand in 1924, he served 
eight years in that office, ending in 1932. 


It was during this period that his talent as a manager 
of shows was discovered. Starting as.'an award judge at 
Agricultural Fairs, he proceeded to organize and man- 
age a Volusia County Fair, directed the Florida State 
Fair, and was manager for John Ringling’s Florida Ex- 
position at Madison Square Garden, New York. After 
that nothing was too big for him to handle. 


During the ensuing years he designed, produced and/ 
or managed Florida’s participation in the following 
events: Chicago World’s Fair, 1933-34; World Poultry 
Congress, 1935; Florida Exposition, Radio City, New 
York, 1935-36; National Sportsmen’s Show, New York, 
1937; Great Lakes Exposition, 1936-37; New York 
World’s Fair, 1939-40; Florida Exposition, Steel Pier 
and Heinz Pier, Atlantic City, 1941-42; Chicago Rail- 
road Fairs, 1948-49; Canadian National Exhibition 
Toronto; International Women’s Exposition, New York; 
Southern Seedmen’s Convention, Dallas; Greater Miami 
Manufacturers Exposition; and numerous other events, 
national and international, all over the country. He 
served on an advisory committee for Honorable Rufus 
Dawes, president of the Chicago World’s Fair, and was 
awarded a special medal for his services; also on a 
secret advisory committee to Honorable Grover Whalen, 
president of the New York World’s Fair, and as state 
participation advisor to Honorable Harvey Gibson, 
chairman of the board of the New York World’s Fair. 

Early in his career Mr. Brown was president of the 
American Poultry Association, of which he is a life 
member. A little later he was president of the Black 
Bear Trail (now U.S. #17) Association. In 1942-43 he 
was chairman of the board of the Babcock Aircraft 
Corporation, DeLand. From May, 1943, to January, 
1946, he was Florida director of the United States 
Smaller War Plants Corporation, handling war con- 
tracts totalling over $200,000,000, and in 1952 was ap- 
pointed Florida director of the United States Small 
Defense Plants Administration. 

During the decade 1942 to 1952, as owner and operator 
of the Hillandale Plantation, Pierson, Florida, he be- 
came president of Hillandale Growers and Packers, 
Inc., Pierson, and a director of Florida Citrus Mutual. 
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THE EAST. FCOAST (OF FLORIDA 


He is now a director of Florida Orange Marketers. In 
this period he also became president of Exhibit Build- 
ers, Inc., DeLand, director of Promotion and Sales of the 
Citrus Container Division of St. Joe Paper Company, 
and a director of the Florida Bank of DeLand in 1953. 
In 1954 he became president of Florida Citrus Con- 
tainers, Inc, This company has since been merged with 
the St. Joe Paper Company, which Mr. Brown now 
serves as consultant. In 1955 he was made president of 
Ranger Equipment Company, having previously been 
vice-president of this company. 

Continuing to be an influential figure in civic affairs, 
both local and state-wide, Mr. Brown was president of 
the Florida State Chamber of Commerce for three terms, 
1952-53-54, during which period the new state business 
capital in Jacksonville was built. He is now treasurer 
and a member of the executive committee of the State 
Chamber of Commerce. He has served as a member of 
the Florida Publicity and Public Relations Association, 
as chairman of the St. Johns-Indian River Improvement 
Association, chairman of the City of DeLand Planning 
Board, and for fifteen years was chairman of the Stephen 
Foster Memorial Commission. He is a member of the 
DeLand Memorial Hospital Association and past presi- 
dent (1954) of the John B. Stetson University Alumni 
Association. In 1958 he was chairman of Stetson Uni- 
versity’s 75th Anniversary Convocation and in 1959 
regional chairman of Stetson’s 75th Anniversary Cam- 
paign. In 1959-60-61 also he was honorary chairman 
of the Committee of 100 of DeLand and West Volusia 
County. 

He is a member of the Century of Progress Associa- 
tion, Sons of the American Revolution, the Pavillion- 
aires, Inc., Lake Beresford Yacht Club, the Rotary Club, 
and is a life member of the Elks, Lodge #1463. He is 
listed in Marquis’s “Who’s Who in Science and In- 
dustry,” Volume 7, in the Public Relations Directory and 
Year Book of Longacre Press, and in Dovell’s “Florida.” 

On May 1, 1911, at DeLand, Earl Westfall Brown mar- 
ried Rose May McCormick, daughter of J. Will and 
Florence (Senieur) McCormick, and they are the par- 
ents of two daughters, the grandparents of three, and 
have two great-grandchildren. Their daughters are: 
Rose Elizabeth, born April 8, 1912, now Mrs. John W. 
Colvard; Ollie May, born February 12, 1915, now Mrs. 
Emory W. Clapper. 


ANTON PLETERSKI, JR. 


Operating a wholesale produce business along the 
east coast from New Smyrna Beach to Melbourne, Anton 
Pleterski, Jr., has been a farmer all of his young life, 
as were his father and grandfather. The family descen- 
dants are originally from Slovenia, Yugoslavia. Anton’s 
father, Anton, Sr., was born in Oberhausen, Germany, 
November 18, 1906, and came to this country as a two- 
month-old baby with his parents and a sister. He came 
with his parents to the settlement of Samsula, Volusia 
County, Florida, in 1921, and bought forty acres there. 
His parents were one of the first families to settle in 
Samsula. He died January 26, 1958, survived by his 
wife, who as Antonia Luznar was born in Cleveland, 


Ohio, June 10, 1911. Her parents were also among the 


—-. 


first to settle in Samsula. 

Born at Samsula, Florida, October 7, 1928, Anton 
Pleterski, Jr., attended school there and at New Smyrna 
Beach, where he graduated from high school in 1946. 
On September 20, 1946, he entered the United States 


Marine Corps and served until August, 1948, when he 
was discharged as a corporal. Recalled in April of 1951, 
he served as an instructor at Camp LeJeune, North 
Carolina, until November 29, 1951. 

After his first return from military service, in 1948, he 
began truck farming on ten acres of his grandfather’s 
land in Samsula. During the school year of 1949-50, he 
attended the University of Florida, farming between 
semesters. On March 3, 1953, he took over the owner- 
ship of the wholesale produce busines of his uncle, Joe 
Tomazin, Jr., which he operates under his own name. 
He plans to resume truck farming and also plans a 
commercial cattle operation. 

Mr. Pleterski is a member of Volusia County Farm 
Bureau, the Greater New Smyrna Beach Chamber of 
Commerce, of which he is a director; Samsula Hunt 
Club, Elks Lodge #1557, SNPJ Lodge #603 (a Yugo- 
slav fraternal society), and attends the First Methodist 
Church of New Smyrna Beach. Hunting and fishing are 
his hobbies. 

At Edgewater, Florida, on November 4, 1951, he mar- 
ried Helen Grace Swiney, born in Edgewater November 
21, 1930, daughter of Gus Swiney, a carpenter, who 
came to the New Smyrna Beach area when he was 
about twenty-three years old, and Florence B. (Chivers) 
Swiney. Her father was born August 29, 1899, at Neme, 
Louisiana; her mother, October 28, 1904, at Rochelle, 
Louisiana. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pleterski are the parents of two daugh- 
ters: 

1. Linda Lee, born at Edgewater, Florida, August 6, 
1954. 

2. Toni Grace, born at New Smyrna Beach, September 
18, 1957. 


J. L. “DON” WILLIS 


Son of a pioneer settler and land developer of Volu- 
sia County, J. L. “Don” Willis of Holly Hill has been 
operating his own automobile agency, Don Willis Mo- 
tors, Inc., since 1946. He is very active in Chamber of 
Commerce and other civic affairs. 

Born at Cairo, Georgia, December 9, 1908, he is a son 
of Homer Cabot Willis and Estelle Nicholson. His father 
came to Mims, Florida, from Cairo in 1913 or 1914 and 
a few months later brought his family down. They 
stayed at Port Orange until the company Mr. Willis 
worked for, the J. W. Wilbur Land Company, built him 
a house at Wilbur-by-the-Sea. This peninsula, starting 
about a mile south of Port Orange bridge and running 
to within a mile or two of Ponce Park, was developed by 
Homer Willis. 

Don Willis was educated in in the schools of Volusia 
County and first worked in a grocery store in Holly 
Hill. About 1927 he became a salesman for Vedder’s 
ABC Bakery. From 1933 to 1938 he was with Julius 
Gresham, Ford dealer in Daytona Beach. In 1938 he left 
Gresham and went with C. B. King, who was the local 
distributor for Atlantic Refining Company, and King 
and Willis formed the Carldon Corporation for distrib- 
uting petroleum products in the Daytona area. This cor- 
poration was closed out about 1950. Meanwhile, in 1946 
Mr. Willis had established Don Willis Motors, Inc., 
originally a Nash agency, now representing American 
Motors. He is past president of the Daytona Beach 
Automobile Dealers Association and a member of the 
Florida and National Automobile Dealers Association. 

Mr. Willis is a past president of the Daytona Beach 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Junior Chamber of Commerce and was the recipient of 
its Distinguished Service Award in 1944. He is a past 
vice-president of the Florida Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce and a director of the Daytona Beach Chamber 
of Commerce. A Democrat, he has taken an active 
interest in politics and is past chairman of the Holly 
Hill School Board and past chairman of the Holly Hill 
Planning Board. He has been a campaigner for and 
contributor to the Community Chest, Red Cross and 
other charitable drives; is a past president and long- 
time member of the board of directors of the YMCA; 
a member of the Kiwanis Club and the Halifax Masonic 
Lodge #81; a Lay Leader and past chairman of the 
Official Board of the First Methodist Church of Daytona 
Beach, where he was Superintendent of Sunday School 
for six years. Boating is his choice for recreation. 

Mrs. Willis, the former Tussie Bennett of Perry, 
Georgia, where she was born November 3, 1906, came to 
Florida about 1927 and taught school in Holly Hill about 
three years. She is active in the Methodist Church. The 
three children of Mr. and Mrs. Willis were born in Day- 
tona Beach. They are: 

1. Harriett Ann, born March 30, 1932, now Mrs. Gene 
Bevil. 

2. James LaDonne Willis, Jr., born June 5, 1935. 

3. Richard Franklin Willis, born September 12, 1939. 


EUGENE EMERY O’REILLY 


Owner of Circle O Ranch, Eugene Emery O'Reilly 
of New Smyrna Beach has been successfully operating 
this ranch since 1945 and has won many awards for 
his cattle. 

Mr. O’Reilly was born at Richton, Mississippi, July 
6, 1918. His father, James Henry O'Reilly, born in New 
Orleans May 15, 1890, came to Jacksonville, Florida, 
in 1937. He is an investment broker of ‘Mutual Funds 
and a member of the Jacksonville Expressway Author- 
ity, to which he was appointed by Governor Collins. 
His wife, Eugene Emery’s mother, Eleanor Emery 
O’Reilly, was born in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, Au- 
gust 27, 1894, and is living with her husband in Jack- 
sonville. 

After his preliminary education in the public schools 
of Richton, Mississippi, Mr. O’Reilly graduated from 
Bolles Military Academy, Jacksonville, in 1938, and then 
attended the Alabama Polytechnic Institute at Auburn, 
Alabama, until December, 1941. In January, 1942, he 
joined the United States Marine Corps and served in 
the First Marine Air Wing in Ground Defense in the 
Pacific theater of World War II. He was attending Offi- 
cers Candidate School when the war ended, and was 
discharged in October, 1945. 

Returning to Florida, he purchased 16,000 acres of 
unimproved land west of New Smyrna Beach and es- 
tablished Circle O Ranch, starting with commercial 
cattle and registered Brahmans. His commercial cattle 
are sold through local markets, while most of his reg- 
istered Brahmans go to South America, some to Africa. 
These, of course, are for breeding stock. Mr. O'Reilly 
has shown his cattle at Jacksonville, Webster, Kissim- 
mee, and at the Florida State Fair at Tampa with grat- 
ifying results. 

He is a past president of Volusia County Cattlemen’s 
Association, past president and now a director of the 
Eastern Brahman Association, and a director of the 
American Brahman Breeder Association; also a member 
of the board of supervisors of the Volusia County Soil 


Conservation District, a director of the Bank of New 
Smyrna, and a member of the Greater New Smyrna 
Beach Chamber of Commerce. In social groups he holds 
membership in Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity at Auburn, 
Alabama, the Smyrna Yacht Club, the Anglers Club, 
the New Smyrna Beach Men’s Golf Association, and St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church of New Smyrna Beach. Golf, 
hunting and fishing are his sports. , 

On April 18, 1949, he married Mary McMahon of 
Miami, born July 27, 1917, daughter of Charles H. and 
Hazel Bernadette (Stiles) McMahon. Her father was 
born in New York; her mother at Sanford, Florida, on 
June 26, 1897. They live at Lake Monroe, Florida. 

Mr. and Mrs. O’Reilly have a son, Eugene Emery, Jr., 
born May 11, 1950, at Daytona Beach. 


REID B. HUGHES 


Reid B. Hughes of Daytona Beach is the founder and 
president of Hughes Oil Company, the largest distribu- 
tor of Phillips 66 products in the area and one of the 
largest in Florida, and is also an officer and substantial 
stockholder in four other oil distributing corporations. 
A native of Texas, Mr. Hughes is living up to the 
Texan tradition of bigness in his business and in his 
civic activities as well. 


Born in Dallas, Texas, January 31, 1927, he is a son 
of Reid B. Hughes, an oil distributor in New Mexico, 
who was born at Haskell, Texas, and died at Las Vegras, 
New Mexico; and of Ola (Weilenman) Hughes, born at 
Albia, Iowa, July 31, 1897, who is living at Ormond 
Beach, Florida. Mr. Hughes graduated with a B.S. in 
Business Administration from the University of South- 
ern California in June, 1949. 


Coming to Daytona Beach, Florida, in April of 1954, 
Mr. Hughes established the Hughes Oil Company, which 
he serves as president. The growth of the company since 
then has been phenomenal. In its first year it sold 
809,906 gallons, and in 1960, 8,059,085 gallons, making it 
the largest in total volume in Volusia County and one 
of the largest in Florida. In December of 1960 the 
Hughes Oil Company and area Phillips 66 dealers be- 
came the first oil organization in comparable area any- 
where in the United States to sell over one million 
gallons of product in one month. Total December gal- 
lonage was 1,329,125 gallons. This feat was accomplished 
with one of the biggest promotions ever put on by an 
organization in this area. In recognition of this out- 
standing accomplishment, a gigantic “Million Gallon” 
party was held on February 7, 1961. This date was pro- 
claimed “Million Gallon Day” in Daytona by the Mayor. 
Many leading oil company officials, local and state dig- 
nitaries attended this celebration. 


In addition to Hughes Oil Company, other Hughes 
owned companies are the Hughes Fuel Oil Company 
and the Hughes Oil Transportation Company, which 
handles over-the-road hauling of petroleum products. 
The Hughes companies are the only major branded oil 
jobbers in the area and are home-owned and operated. 


Mr. Hughes is a member of the following industrial 
organizations: American Petroleum Institute Travel 
and Development Committee; Florida Petroleum Mar- 
keters Association, Board of Directors, Marketing 
Chairman and Dealer Chairman; Oil Industry Commit- 
tee, District Chairman; National Oil Jobbers Council; 
Florida Home Heating Institute; Florida Better Home 
Heat Council, Board of Directors; Volusia County Bet- 
ter Home Heat Council, organizer and first president. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


His civic activities are numerous and include mem- 
bership in the following organizations: Community Pro- 
motions, Inc.—President and Board of Directors; In- 
dustrial Committee of One Hundred—Board of Direc- 
tors; United States Chamber of Commerce; Daytona 
Beach Chamber of Commerce—Board of Governors, 
Advertising Committee, Chairman of Sports Commit- 
tee; Daytona Beach Junior Chamber of Commerce— 
Board of Directors, Chairman of Sports Committee and 
Membership Committee; Holly Hill Chamber of Com- 
merce, New Smyrna Chamber of Commerce and Or- 
mond Beach Chamber of Commerce; Lions Club; YMCA 
—President and Board of Directors, member Southern 
Regional Council Board; United Fund Drives; High- 
lands PTA; First Methodist Church—Official Board, past 
president Methodist Men’s Club and Builders’ Class, 
Sunday School teacher. His college fraternities are Al- 


pha Kappa Psi and Theta Chi. 


Interested in all sports, he is the organizer and first 
president of the Church-City-YMCA Softball League; 
Chairman of Motorcycle Race activities and Major 
League Baseball spring training negotiations; on the 
Board of Directors of the Daytona Beach Midget Foot- 
ball League; a member of the Quarterback Club, the 
Gator Bowl Association and the Gator Boosters. 

He was chosen the Outstanding Young Man of the 
Year 1959 by the Junior Chamber of Commerce and 
presented with the Distinguished Service Award at the 
Jaycees annual Good Government banquet in 1960. This 
award is given to the outstanding young man of the 
year between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-five. 
Nominations are made by the civic clubs of the city 
and judging is based on the following six points: Ex- 
tent of participation in all-around community activi- 
ties; evidence of lasting contribution to community ac- 
tivities; exhibition of leadership ability; evidence of 
personal or business progress; cooperation with other 
organizations and the primary reason for the nomina- 
tion. 

A Democrat in politics, he was active in the recent 
campaign for Governor of Florida. Governor Farris 
Bryant subsequently appointed him to the Florida De- 
velopment Commission as the commissioner represent- 
ing Congressional District No. 5. 

At Santa Monica, California, on June 26, 1949, Reid 
B. Hughes married Nancy Horbach, daughter of John 
B. and Dorothea (Washburn) Horbach, who was born 
at Santa Monica March 27, 1928. Mr. and Mrs. Hughes 
now have two daughters and a son: 

1. Cynthia Jean, born at Salt Lake City, Utah, June 
29, 1951. 

2. April Irene, born at Daytona Beach, Florida, April 
17, 1957. 

3. Reid B. Hughes, Jr., born at Daytona Beach, Jan- 
uary 17, 1961. 


LOUIS FUCHS 


President and General Manager of the Daytona Linen 


Service, formerly a branch of the National Linen Serv- 


ice Corporation, Louis Fuchs has spent almost his en- 
tire career in this business and has been located in Day- 
tona Beach since 1951. He is active in United Fund, 
Chamber of Commerce and other civic organizations in 
that locality. 

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, November 5, 1915, he is a 
son of Ben B. and Florence (Fox) Fuchs. His mother 
was born at Ocala, Florida, November 13, 1891, and 


died at Atlanta, Georgia, December 18, 1940. His father, 
born in Chicago, August 10, 1880, died at Atlanta, Au- 
gust 20, 1942. He was a manufacturers representative, 
traveling in Georgia and Alabama. 

Louis Fuchs graduated from Boys High School, At- 
lanta, in 1933, and from Georgia School of Technology 
in June, 1937, with a B.S.,degree. For the next two 
years he was an agent for Penn Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of Atlanta. In July, 1939, he went to work as a 
salesman for National Linen Service Corporation, trav- 
eling southeastern and southwestern United States. 

On March 20, 1942, he entered the United States Army 
Air Corps, was commissioned a Second Lieutenant De- 
cember 9, 1942, at Miami Beach, and served in Africa, 
the Mid-East and Europe in the Air Transport Com- 
mand. He was aide-de-camp to General James S. Stow- 
ell. On leaving active duty in February, 1946, he was 
a Captain, and is now a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
Air Force Reserve and Liaison Officer for the United 
States Air Force Academy. 

After the war Mr. Fuchs went back on the road in 
the same territory for National Linen Service. In 1947 
and 1948 he was sales manager for the Birmingham 
Linen Service, and in 1949 and 1950 was assistant man- 
ager of the Jacksonville Linen Service, both branches 
of the National Linen Service. From October, 1950, to 
August, 1951, he was on a special assignment for Na- 
tional Linen Service at Beaumont, Texas, and then was 
made manager of the Daytona Linen Service, Florida. 
In July, 1957, National Linen Service sold Daytona Lin- 
en Service to a corporation of which Mr. Fuchs is now 
president and general manager. He is a member of the 
Linen Supply Association of America. 

Mr. Fuchs is one of the founders and was the first 
president of the United Fund of the Halifax area, of 
which he is a director. He is a past vice-president, past 
treasurer and now member of the Board of Governors 
of the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce and a 
member of Holly Hill and Ormond Beach Chambers of 
Commerce; past treasurer and past director of Daytona 
Beach Rotary Club; a member of the Executive Club 


- of the Daytona Beach Area; a past captain of the Day- 


tona Beach Quarterback Club; a member of the Daytona 
Beach Golf and Country Club; of Phi Epsilon Pi social 
fraternity of Georgia Tech, and a past president of the 
Alumni Association of Georgia Tech for his area. He 
worships at Temple Beth El, Daytona Beach, and plays 
golf for recreation. Daytona Linen Service, Inc. sponsors 
a ladies’ and men’s bowling team. 

On July 12, 1956, at Daytona Beach, Louis Fuchs mar- 
ried Ruth N. Savage, daughter of Mary and George 
Savage, who was born February 5, 1910, at Guelph 
Ontario, Canada. Mrs. Fuchs is active in the Palmetto 
Club, the Tillandsia Garden Club, of which she is vice- 


president, the League of Women Voters and the United 
Fund. 


GRADY B. WILLIAMSON 


Serving Volusia County, District Three, as County 
Commissioner since 1952, Grady B. Williamson makes 
a hobby of civic work. 

Son of Charles Thomas and Bedie May (Brown) Wil- 
liamson, he was born at Brantley, Alabama, October 7 
1910. While he was quite young, the family moved ta 
Tampa, Florida, where his father worked for the Sea- 
board Air Line Railroad. He died in a train explosion 
in March, 1940. 

Grady was educated in the schools of Hillsborough 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


County, including Hillsborough High School, Tampa, 
and got into the grocery business. Moving to Daytona 
Beach in 1934, he built a small grocery store there and 
continued to operate it until 1952, when he was first 
elected County Commissioner of District Three. He was 
reelected in 1956 and again in 1960. 

Mr. Williamson is a member of the Florida and the 
National Association of County Officials; a member of 
the Daytona Beach Speedway and Recreational Author- 
ity; chairman of the Juvenile Court Merit Board of Vo- 
lusia County and a member of the State Children’s 
Commission through his Merit Board work. He is a past 
president of the Daytona Beach Junior Chamber of 
Commerce and in 1946 received its Distinguished Serv- 
ice Award, as well as one of five Outstanding Young 
Men of the State awards. He is a member of the Halifax 
Research Commission which was established in 1959 to 
determine what can be done to bring the right industry 
to the area. 

He has worked on the March of Dimes drive since 
it was organized and was Volusia County chairman on 
two occasions; also was chairman of the United Fund 
Drive for the Halifax area in 1959. He was an organizer 
and first chairman of the Dixie Frolics of Daytona 
Beach, a yearly festival. He has been a Scoutmaster of 
YMCA Troop, Boy Scouts of America; is a past presi- 
dent of the Young Democrats of Volusia County; a 
member of the Daytona Beach Lions Club, Elks Lodge 
#1141 and the Moose Lodge (past secretary); of Ma- 
sonic Lodge #270 and Bahia Temple Shrine, Orlando; 
and a member of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church of Day- 
tona Beach, in which he has served as a vestryman. 
Fishing in his favorite pastime. 

At Tampa, Florida, on May 31, 1932, he married Nan- 
nie Stuart McAllen, who was born in Bristol, Virginia, 
February 14, 1915, daughter of John Franklin and Dawn 
Lindsay McAllen. She is active in the Parent-Teacher 
Association. Mr. and Mrs. Williamson have three chil- 
dren: 

1. Grady B., Jr., born November 1, 1933, in Tampa. 

2. Nannie Louise, born February 8, 1940, in Daytona 
Beach. 

3. Linda Dawn, born December 31, 1942, in Daytona 
Beach. 

When he was fifteen Grady Williamson, Jr., started 
the Grady and Louise Dance Studio in Daytona Beach 
and now has about 300 pupils. With the talent he de- 
velops he puts on talent shows to raise money for 
worthwhile civic projects. His dancers often appear at 
military installations and hospitals in many locations, 
even outside of Florida. Grady, Jr., was Volusia County 
chairman of the March of Dimes drive five times. 


HUGO QUILLIAN 


Quillians Concrete, Inc.,, of Daytona Beach, operates 
about fifteen concrete mixer trucks and manufactures 
concrete blocks, employing between thirty and forty 
people and serving primarily the Halifax area. Hugo 
Quillian, secretary-treasurer of the corporation, is a 
son of the founder and president, James W. Quillian, 
who pioneered ready-mixed concrete in Daytona Beach 
and was one of the first in the state to get into this 
business. Born in Franklin County, Georgia, June 27, 
1892, James W. Quillian has been in Florida since he 
came to Jacksonville about 1917. He first worked in 
Jacksonville as a plow salesman; later sold tractors; 
and then was a partner in a Ford agency in Gaines- 
ville. 

Hugo Quillian was born in Gainesville, Florida, Au- 


gust 23, 1920. His mother, Blanche Y, (Dickey) Quillian, 
was born in Sugar Valley, Georgia, April 10, 1890. His 
education was begun in the public school at Port Or- 
ange, Florida, and continued at Mainland High School 
in Daytona Beach, where he was a member of the Hi-Y 
Club and graduated in June, 1937. Starting in the sum- 
mer of 1936, he joined his father’s firm, the Quillian 
Construction Company, as a laborer, working during 
the summer vacation, and continued the following sum- 
mer until he entered Georgia School of Technology in 
the fall. He graduated from Georgia Tech in June, 
1942, with a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering, and five 
years later, after his wartime service, earned a Mas- 
ter’s degree in Civil Engineering at the same school. 

After graduating from college in 1942, he worked in 
the Public Works office at the Navy Yard in Charleston, 
South Carolina, as an inspector until he went on active 
duty. From October, 1942, to February, 1945, he served 
as an Ensign in the United States Navy 34th Construc- 
tion Battalion in the United States, the Solomon Is- 
lands, and at Okinawa, and was discharged March Zit 
1946, at Jacksonville with the rank of Lieutenant Se- 
nior Grade. He is still in the Naval Reserve, Lieut. 
Comdr. in the Civil Engineer Corps. 

In March, 1946, he became a partner in Quillians 
Concrete, Daytona Beach, which was organized by his 
father that year. The company was incorporated in 
July, 1956, with James Quillian as president and Hugo 
as secretary-treasurer. 

He is a member of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers, the Florida Engieering Society (past presi- 
dent of the Baytona Beach chapter, 1949), the National 
Society of Professional Enyineers, and the American 
Concrete Institute. He is president, past secretary-treas- 
urer and past charter director of Florida Concrete and 
Products Association; past president and past director 
of the Daytona Beach Builders Exchange; past direc- 
tor of the National Concrete Masonry Association; and 
past director of the Associated Industries of Florida. 

He is a past director and past vice-president of Day- 
tona Beach Chamber of Commerce, a member of the 
United States Chamber of Commerce, a past director 
and 1961-62 president of Daytona Beach Rotary Club. 
He served as City Commissioner of Daytona Beach 
Zone Two in 1952, to fill out the unexpired term of 
Ollie Lancaster; and he has worked on various fund 
drives for civic enterprises. 

A Lay Leader and member of the Official Board of 
Stewards of the Community Methodist Church of Day- 
tona Beach, he has been Superintendent of the Youth 
Division and of the Adult Division of this church. He 
belongs to the following fraternal groups at Georgia 
School of Technology: Phi Eta Sigma (honorary scho- 
lastic), Tau Beta Pi, Phi Kappa Phi, Theta Chi (social), 
Briarean Society, the Co-op Club, and the Civil Crew. 

At Athens, Georgia, on June 12, 1947, Hugo Quillian 
married Sara L. Massey, who was born in Greenville, 
South Carolina, August 7, 1925, daughter of Dyar Ed- 
win and Lydia (Nix) Massey. Her father was born in 
Banks County, Georgia, April 21, 1877; her mother in 
Jackson County, Georgia, August 2, 1890. Mrs. Quil- 
lian is president of the Junior Service League, leader 
of a Girl Scout troop, and a member of many other 
civic organizations. The Quillians have four children, 
all born in Daytona Beach: 

1. Sara Lucille, born December 7, 1950. 

2. Elizabeth Irene, born December 24, 1952. 

3. Edwin Wylie, born September 23, 1955. 

4, Laura Bea, born February 25, 1958. 
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J. OWEN EUBANK 


Now serving his second term as Mayor of Daytona 
Beach, J. Owen Eubank is Secretary-Treasurer and 
General Manager of the Florida Loan Service, Inc., and 
has been with this company since 1937. Mr. Eubank 
is active in Chamber of Commerce work and in other 
civic and social welfare organizations. 


He was born May 8, 1912, at Atlanta, Georgia, where 
both his parents also were born: his father, Hugh E. 
Eubank, on May 29, 1893; his mother, Frances North, 
on October 15, 1895. She is living in Daytona Beach. 
The father died there August 9, 1960. He came to 
Jacksonville from Atlanta in 1918 and was there about 
two years. At Daytona Beach he was Superintendent 
of Public Works and served two terms as a city coun- 
cilman of Holly Hill. He was twice Worshipful Mas- 
ter of Halifax Masonic Lodge #81. 

J. Owen Eubank attended public school in Daytona 
Beach and graduated from Mainland High School in 
1930. He was president of his class from grade six 
through twelve. 


He first worked for Pan American Refining Company 
in his home town, then with Gulf Oil as service station 
manager. From December, 1933, to August, 1937, he was 
with Daytona Motor Company as parts manager. In 
1937 he joined the Florida Loan Service as outside 
man and became office manager of the Daytona Beach 
office in 1940. In 1955 he was made secretary-treasurer 
and general manager of the corporation, which has 
five locations. 


Elected to the City Commission of Daytona Beach 
December 8, 1958, he was elected Mayor by the com- 
missioner at their first meeting in 1959. From the 
standpoint of municipal welfare, he is interested in 
bringing industry into the area. He is a member of 
the Board of Governors of the Daytona Beach Cham- 
ber of Commerce, a member and past director of the 
Florida Chamber of Commerce, and a charter member 
and organizer of the Daytona Beach Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, in which he has held many offices. 

During World War II Mr. Eubank served in the 
United States Army from December, 1943, to March, 
1946, with the 806th Tank Destroyer Battalion in the 
Philippines, and was a staff sergeant on discharge. 
He is a member of American Legion Post #143, Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars Post #1590, Elks Lodge #1141, 
Halifax Masonic Lodge #81 and Bahia Temple Shrine, 
Orlando, and the Daytona Beach Rotary Club. 

Very much interested in the well-being of crippled 
children, he is a past president of the Volusia County 
Crippled Children’s Society. He is also a past president 
of the Daytona Beach YMCA and is on the Advisory 
Board of the local Salvation Army. He is a charter 
member and past captain of the Quarterback Club; 
has been chairman for ten years of the Golf Advisory 
Board, and is a member of the Daytona Beach Golf 
and Country Club, the Outboard Club, and the Ellinor 
Village Country Club. Golf and boating are his recre- 
ations. He is a member and lay reader of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, in which he has been a vestryman 
three times. 


At St. Augustine on January 10, 1930, J. Owen Eu- 
bank married Florence Feaster Coleman, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Andrew Coleman, who was born 
at Bookman, South Carolina, August 1, 1910. She is 
active in church circles and in the Arlington Garden 
Club, the oldest in Daytona Beach.. 


Three sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Eubank in 
Daytona Beach, of whom only one is living: 

1. James Owen Eubank, Jr., born March 24, 1931, 
died in infancy. 

2. James Owen Eubank, II, born March 26, 1937, is 
a graduate of Stetson University and is now in the 
United States Army. ’ 

3. Robert Coleman Eubank, born July 8, 1940, died 
June 6, 1953. 


ROBERT A. MERRELL 


The largest financial institution on the East Coast 
of Florida between Jacksonville and West Palm Beach 
is the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Daytona Beach. President Robert A. Merrell has been 
with this institution for the past twenty years and 
previously spent fifteen years in banks. His special 
interest is sound economic policies in government, 
and as Chairman of the Halifax Area Research Com- 
mission he has an opportunity to be influential in local 
government. 


Mr. Merrell was born December 7, 1903, at Car- 
rollton, Georgia, where both his parents were born: 
his father, Henry F. Merrell, on January 15, 1870; his 
mother, Belle Sharp Merrell, on November 17, 1873. 
She is living with her son in Daytona Beach. The 
father, who was a merchant in Carrollton, Georgia, 
died there August 15, 1930. 


Robert Merrell graduated from Carrollton High 
School in 1920. He spent the next year at Emory Uni- 
versity, Atlanta, and then one year at the University 
of Georgia. Between 1923 and 1938 he worked in five 
banks, the last one being the Industrial Savings Bank 
(now the Commercial Bank at Daytona Beach), which 
he helped to organize and served as Executive Vice- 
President. From 1938 to 1940 he was Executive Director 
of the Daytona Beach Housing Authority. In 1940 he 
became Secretary-Treasurer and Managing Officer of 
the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Daytona Beach, and in 1947 was elected President of 
this institution, which now has two locations and is 
soon to open another branch in the Westgate Shopping 
Center. 


Mr. Merrell is a member of the Legislative Commit- 
tee and past president of the Southern Conference of 
the United States Savings and Loan League, and past 
president of the Florida Savings and Loan League. 
He is a past vice-president of the Greater Daytona 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and has been a member 
of its Board of Governors for eleven years. For eighteen 
years he was a member of the East Volusia County 
Mosquito Control District, resigning from this board 
to accept his present position on the Halifax Area Re- 
search Commission. During World War II he was a 
member of the Coast Guard Temporary Reserve and 
served as County Housing Chairman for the Volusia 
County Defense Board. He is a member of Daytona 
Beach Rotary Club, the Ellinor Village Country Club, 
and Delta Tau Delta social fraternity at the University 
of Georgia. 

On January 6, 1934, at New Smyrna, Florida, Robert 
A. Merrell married Katherine McDonald, daughter of 
Carl and Jewel (Jackson) McDonald, who was born 
at Atlanta, Georgia, August 9, 1912. Mrs. Merrell is a 
sustaining member of the Junior Service League, a 
member of Volusia County Library Advisory Council 
and chairman of the board of the Cornelia Young Li- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


brary, a member of the Arlington Garden Club, and 
is active in Girl Scout work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merrell are the parents of five children: 

1. Dr. Robert A. Merrell, Jr., M.D., born at New 
Smyrna December 29, 1934. 

2. Jane Sharp Merrell, born at Daytona Beach No- 
vember 14, 1937. 

3. William McDonald Merrell, born at Daytona 
Beach, August 20, 1941. 

4. Mary Katherine Merrell, at Daytona Beach, 
May 13, 1947. 

5. John Henry Merrell, born at Daytona Beach, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1949. 


FREDERICK B. KARL 


Now serving his third term in the Florida House of 
Representatives, Frederick B. Karl of Daytona Beach 
was selected as one of the ten most outstanding mem- 
bers of the House by members of the Legislative press 
in 1959, and the same year was a runner-up as the most 
effective member in committee work. In 1958 he was 
presented with the Distinguished Service Award by the 
Daytona Beach Junior Chamber of Commerce. He is 
very active in civic and welfare organizations. 

Mr. Karl is a native of Daytona Beach, where he 
was born May 14, 1924, son of Fred J. and Mary M. 
(Brennan) Karl. His father was born at Minden City, 
Michigan, March 22, 1893, and is living in Daytona 
Beach, where he moved permanently in 1930, having 
wintered there previously. In Michigan he and his 
father (grandfather of Frederick B.) built and operated 
the telephone company at Harbor Beach, which was 
sold to Bell Telephone Company about 1930. 

Mary Brennan Karl was born at Harbor Beach, 
Michigan, November 2, 1890, and died at Daytona 
Beach August 5, 1948. She was the Director of Voca- 
tional Education for Volusia County and a director of 
the Mary Karl Vocational School, now a branch of the 
Daytona Beach Junior College, which was named for 
her by the county in 1948. 

Part of the early schooling of Frederick B. Karl was 
obtained at St. Paul’s Catholic School, Daytona Beach. 
He graduated from Seabreeze High School, Daytona 
Beach, in 1942, and attended the University of Florida 
that summer. 


On October 9, 1942, he enlisted as a private in the 
United States Army and the following April, while still 
only eighteen, was commissioned a Second Lieutenant 
at Fort Knox, Kentucky. He commanded a medium 
Tank Platoon in the 20th and the 2nd Armored Di- 
visions in Europe and was wounded in the Battle of the 
Bulge in Belgium. He was awarded the Purple Heart, 
the Silver Star and the Bronze Star. Separated in June, 
1946, as a First Lieutenant, he is now a Captain in 
the Judge Advocate General’s Corps of the United 
States Army Reserve. 


After returning from the Army, Frederick Karl at- 
tended Stetson University at DeLand from the summer 
of 1946 to December, 1949, when he received the Bach- 
elor of Laws degree. Admitted to the Florida bar, he 
was associated in practice with David L. Black until 
October, 1953. He has been with the firm of Raymond, 
Wilson and Karl since February 1, 1954. He practices 
in all state courts and in the District Federal Court and 
is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, and the Volusia County Bar Association. 

Elected as State Representative from Volusia County 


in 1956, he was re-elected without opposition in 1958 and 
1960. In the Legislature he is a member of the Interim 
Appropriations and Auditing Committees and a mem- 
ber of the Board of Control for Southern Regional 
Education. 

He also serves as City Attorney for Ormond Beach, 
and is a member of the National Institute of Municipal 
Law Officers. He is a mtmber of the Charter Advisory 
Committee of the City of Daytona Beach and is vice- 
chairman of the Legislative Committee of Citizens Ur- 
ban Renewal Study. He is on the Board of Governors 
and is chairman of the Legislative Committee of the 
Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce, chairman of the 
Volusia County Advisory Committee for Industrial Ed- 
ucation, and a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Volusia County Hearing Society. Especially interested 
in the work of the American Cancer Society, he was 
chairman of the 1959 Crusade, is on the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Volusia County Unit and a member of 
the Florida Division, Public Relations Committee of the 
American Cancer Society. He is also a director of the 
Daytona Beach YMCA, a past director of the Com- 
munity Chest, past member of the board of directors 
of the Family Welfare Association and the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce; a member of the American 
Legion, the Military Order of the Purple Heart, Sigma 
Nu social and Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternities at 
Stetson University, and Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church at Daytona Beach. Fishing is his choice for 
recreation. 

Mrs. Karl is active in Our Lady of Lourdes Wom- 
an’s Club. She is the former Virginia Faye Brooker, 
daughter of James L. and Theresa (Wiggins) Brooker, 
and was born March 4, i926, at Tampa, Florida. Her 
maternal great-grandmother was a Civil War widow 
who came to Florida after the war. Faye Brooker and 
Fred B. Karl were married at Tampa on November 5, 
1948. They are the parents of four children, all born at 
Daytona Beach: 

1. Cynthia Anne, born August 21, 1951. 

2. Frederick B., Jr., born July 29, 1954. 

3. Mary Theresa, born October 19, 1956. 

4. James Brooker, born July 15, 1958. 


GAIL P. BORDEN 


Vice-president of the First Federal Savings and Loan 
Association of Daytona Beach since 1954, Gail P. Bor- 
den was previously in the banking business in Ala- 
bama and North Carolina. Mr. Borden is chairman of 
the Disaster Preparedness Committee for the State of 
Florida under the Florida Savings and Loan League, 
and is active in local civic affairs. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Advisory Committee on Naval Affairs for 
the Sixth Naval District. 

He was born at Baxter Springs, Kansas, November 
5, 1918, son of Fred Walter Borden and Myrtis (Parr) 
Borden. His father was born in Towanda, Pennsylvania, 
June 30, 1881, and died at Little Rock, Arkansas, June 
4, 1941. He was vice-president of Arkansas City Flour 
Mills Company, Arkansas City, Kansas. Gail’s mother 
was born at Denton, Texas, October 21, 1882, and is now 
living with her son in Daytona Beach. 

Gail Borden received his education in the public 
schools of Oklahoma City, Little Rock, and Abilene, 
Texas. He graduated from Little Rock Senior High 
School in 1935 and from the University of Arkansas in 
1939 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration. 
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LHE HAST YCOAST OF SPTLIORIDA 


During World War II, from 1944 to 1946, he served in 
the United States Air Force in continental United 
States in the Finance Department at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, Pancoast Hospital, Miami Beach, and at ORD, 
Greensboro, North Carolina, with the rank of sergeant. 

From the time he graduated from college until 1950, 
excepting his two years in the service, he was with 
the Federal Home Loan Bank Board and was an ex- 
aminer in the Greensboro, North Carolina, office. In 
September, 1950, he went to Sheffield, Alabama, as 
secretary-treasurer of the Sheffield Federal Savings 
and Loan Association, and in December, 1954, came to 
Daytona Beach and was made vice-president of the 
First Federal Savings and Loan Association of that 
city. He was elected a director of the bank in 1957. 

Mr. Borden is a member of the Greater Daytona 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, a director of the Vo- 
lusia County United Fund, director of the Daytona 
Beach Kiwanis Club, a member of the Quarterbac’ 
Club and was a director of the Babe Ruth Baseball 
League of Daytona Beach. He is also a member of 
Kappa Alpha social fraternity at the University of Ar- 
kansas and a member of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Daytona Beach. 


JOHN R. (DICK) STANIER 


A lawyer in Daytona Beach since 1949, John R. 
Stanier, who has been a resident of that city since 
1941, is very much interested in the industrial develop- 
ment of the Daytona Beach area and occupies a prom- 
innent position in civic organizations. He is married 
to a granddaughter of the pioneer, Captain John Gard- 
ner, who in the late 1800’s had a fabulous reputation 
as a guide and fisherman in that vicinity. Captain 
Gardner married Saraphine Pacetti, whose family had 
lived at the Ponce de Leon Inlet since -before the 
Civil War and had served as guides for sports fishermen 
and piloted boats through the Inlet. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanier are the owners of Gardner’s, a restaurant at 
Port Orange which was founded in 1938 by the Gard- 
ner family. 

Son of William J. and Esther (McGuin) Stanier, John 
R. (Dick) Stanier was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia, June 21, 1923. His father also was born in Pittsburgh 
and died at Daytona Beach February 20, 1949. He was 
an automobile dealer in Ashtabula, Ohio, who first 
came to Daytona Beach as a visitor in the late twenties 
and moved there in 1940. He built the Emaline Avar* 
ments on Fifth Avenue. John’s mother was born in 
Hazen, Arkansas, and is living at Ormond Beach. 

Upon graduating from Ashtabula High School in 
1941, Dick Stanier followed his parents to Daytona 
Beach and entered Stetson University in the fall. His 
course there was interrupted by World War II. Enter- 
ing the United States Navy in the fall of 1942, he served 
with the 57th Construction Battalion in the South 
Pacific, operating heavy equipment, and was discharged 
January 3, 1946, as Machinist’s Mate second class. 

Returning to Stetson University, he graduated in 
December, 1949, with the LL.B. degree and began the 
practice of law in Daytona Beach in association with 
Joseph Ginsberg and Harrison C. Thompson, Jr., who 
had been a classmate at Stetson. In 1951 he became a 
partner with C. Aubrey Vincent and Frank L, Pyle, and 
in late 1952 he formed a partnership with Henry P. 


_ Duffett, known as Duffett and Stanier, and since then 
has been carrying on a general practice of law. In 
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the spring of 1959 the firm took in an associate mem- 
ber, Walter W. Snell. 

Mr. Stanier is admitted to practice in all State and 
Federal courts and is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, and the Volusia County 
Bar Association. He is a past Municipal Judge of Day- 
tona Beach and Port Orange and is now a Justice of 
the Peace of the Ninth District. He is a Democratic 
Committeeman of the Ninth Precinct and past presi- 
dent of Volusia County Young Democratic Club; a 
member of the Halifax Research Commission; a past 
treasurer and now president (1961) of the Daytona 
Beach Area Chamber of Commerce, and past president 
(1956) of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. He was a 
charter member and director of the Kiwanis Club of 
the Halifax Area, now inactive; is a board member of 
the Halifax River Yacht Club; a trustee of the Tourist 
Church of Daytona Beach (interdenominational); a 
member of American Legion Post and VFW, Phi Delta 
Phi legal fraternity, and the Florida Restaurant Asso- 
ciation. In 1941 he served in the Daytona Beach Life 
Guard Corps and was president of this group in 1946. 

On August 30, 1952, in Daytona Beach, John R. Sta- 
nier married Saraphine Isabel Gardner, who was born 
in New Smyrna Beach, Florida, December 20, 1925, 
daughter of William Gregg and Louise (Norwood) 
Gardner. Mrs. Stanier was an organizer and first pres- 
ident of the Daytona Beach Jaycettes. She has been 
active in the Palmetto Juniors and is a member of the 
Florida Restaurant Association. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanier have three children, born at 
Daytona Beach: William Earl, born July 12, 1953; Rob- 
ert Jay, born September 22, 1954; Donald James, born 
December 23, 1957. By a previous marriage to Marjory 
Catherine Lithander, Mr. Stanier has two more sons 
and a daughter: John William, Michael Richard, and 
Anita May. 

Dick Stanier and his wife purchased Gardner’s Res- 
taurant in Port Orange from Mrs. Gardner, mother of 
Mrs. Stanier, in 1954. Specializing in sea food, Gard- 
ner’s has twice been written up in Gourmet and in 
Florida Illustrated and the New York Times. In 1958 
Dick Stanier produced and directed the first of the 
now famous ski shows which are presented daily during 
the summer season, featuring the unique “Skiing 
Cook.” In 1959 the Zoom Room was opened, compli- 
menting and honoring Daytona’s speed champions. 


L. WILSON SUMMERLIN, JR. 


L. Wilson Summerlin, Jr., was born at Willacoochee, 
Georgia, June 8, 1901, and was educated in the public 
schools of Georgia and at Massey Business College, 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

Mr. Wilson Summerlin’s father, L. W. Summerlin, 
Sr., was born in Willacoochee, Georgia, November 16, 
1881. He came to Daytona Beach in 1922 from Willa- 
coochee, where he had been a merchant, and worked 
in Daytona Beach as a bookkeeper and auditor. He 
died August 31, 1947. His widow, Mary Eva (West) 
Summerlin, was born at Albany, Georgia, August 21, 
1879, and is now living in Daytona Beach. She is one 
of the oldest living members of the First Baptist Church 
of Daytona Beach and is also a member of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. 

Before going into his present business in partner- 
ship with his brother, Wilson Summerlin, Jr., had been 
a hardware salesman in Sarasota, Winter Haven and 
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St. Petersburg, Florida, and farmed in Palm Beach 
County for a short time. 

Wilson Summerlin was married at Miami, Florida, 
on June 30, 1924, to Ethel Janes. The Janes family 
were early settlers of Miami, and Travis Janes, Ethel’s 
father, was once one of the state’s largest tomato 
growers. Mrs. Summerlin was born in Tampa April 
9, 1905. She is past president of the Halifax Area Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs and of the Peninsula Club, 
and has been superintendent in the Primary depart- 
ment of the First Baptist Church Sunday School for 
the past fourteen years. 

Their son, L. W. Summerlin, III, was born in Miami 
on July 13, 1926. He was educated in Florida schools 
and attended Florida State University. He served in 
the Navy in World War II and is active in the First 
Baptist Church of Daytona Beach. He is currently 
president of the Daytona Beach Lions Club and is a 
32nd degree Mason and also a member of Hoo-Hoo. He 
married Beverly McCollum of Miami, May 24, 1947, and 
they have two children, Deborah Lee and David Alan. 
Mrs. Summerlin, III, is active in the Junior League 
and the First Baptist Church. 


Wilson Summerlin calls himself a conservative Dem- 
ocrat. He served as City Commissioner of Daytona 
Beach for four years. He is a member of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Daytona Beach, where he served as trus- 
tee for many years. He is a member of the Greater 
Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce, a past president 
of the Lions Club and the YMCA, a member of the 
Elks Lodge #1141, and has been a member of Hoo-Hoo 
for twenty years. In his youth, after World War I, he 
served in the Alabama National Guard. Hunting and 
fishing are his favorite sports, and he has bird dogs and 
Labrador retrievers for his hunting. 

Summerlin Brothers, Inc., formerly Summerlin 
Brothers Millwork Company, has been operating in 
Daytona Beach since July, 1935, when the Hoffman 
Novelty Works was purchased by W. F. and L. W. 
Summerlin, Jr., and operated as a partnership until 


_ February, 1956, at which time the company was incor- 


porated, with Mr. L. Wilson Summerlin, Jr., as presi- 
dent-treasurer, his son, L. W. Summerlin, III, as vice- 
president, and his sister, Mrs. Mary Ruth Fender, as 
secretary. 

The plant occupies 20,000 square feet of floor space, 
employs forty-two people, and serves the State of Flor- 
ida. Summerlin Brothers, Inc., has supplied millwork 
for many institutions in Florida, including Florida State 
University at Tallahassee, the University of Florida at 
Gainesville, South Florida University at Tampa, Put- 
nam Memorial Hospital in Palatka, Pieree-Wood Me- 
morial Hospital in Arcadia, North Brevard Hospital, 
Daytona Beach Junior College and many, many other 


_ public schools in Volusia and Brevard counties. 


In 1936 Mr. Summerlin built a three-story apartment 
building at Silver Beach and South Atlantic Avenue 
which is one of the first strictly-modern buildings in 
Daytona Beach, with electrically-equipped incinerator. 
etc. This is now in one of the most densely populated 
areas. 


BILLIE BYINGTON BAGGETT 


Former Mayor-Commissioner and a _ prominent 


_ pioneer resident of Daytona Beach, the late Billie 
Baggett is remembered by the older citizens of that 


4 


j community for his strong civic and political leader- 
% 


ship and his constructive administration of city affairs. 
It was his able leadership which carried the city 
through two years of its financial crisis and restored 
its credit by refunding its outstanding bonds at a great 
saving in interest charges. This he accomplished in the 
face of proposals by his political opponents to repudi- 
ate the city’s bond debt. His contemporaries and the 
people who came to Daytona Beach later have reason 
to be grateful to Mr. Baggett for his notable perform- 
ance in public office. In private life he was a thrifty, 
conservative, far-sighted and successful businessman. 
When he entered public life he devoted the same busi- 
ness acumen to the public interest. There was no evi- 
dent conflict of interest in his handling of public re- 
sponsibility. 

He was born in Douglasville, Georgia, September 15, 
1886. son of William Alfred Baggett and Missouri Ann 
Dorsett Selman. His mother was born in Campbell 
County, Georgia, November 4, 1846, and died Novem- 
ber 21, 1935, in Daytona Beach. His father died July 3, 
1915, at Holly Hill. Billie Baggett came to Daytona 
Beach with his parents in 1895, when he was about 
nine years old. His father and Charles Cyril Post had 
the first real estate office at Seabreeze, now a part of 
Daytona Beach, located between the river and the 
ocean, Old-timers recall that in the early days when 
the arrival by mail of a newspaper was an event of 
special importance, Billie Baggett often read his paper 
aloud to others at the Seabreeze Post Office. During 
the Spanish American War they were all eager to hear 
the news. and this became almost a ritual. 

Billie graduated from Daytona High School in 1906 
as president of his class, and was editor of the first 
paper published by the high school, The Sentinel. He 
also was captain of the high school baseball team in 
1906-07. In later years he was an enthusiastic baseball 
fan and on a newspaper questionnaire listed this sport 
as his favorite pastime. In 1907, Billie joined the Florida 
National Guard and remained in it four years, resign- 
ing in 1911 with the rank of First Lieutenant. 

The furniture business was Mr. Baggett’s first busi- 
ness enterprise. In 1917, with Mr. Jerome L. Wetherby, 
he founded the Baggett-Wetherby Funeral Home on 
Magnolia Avenue and was president of this firm, which 
in 1935 became the Baggett-Wetherby-McIntosh Com- 
pany and in 1946 was sold to his son, Wilmans Byington 
Baggett, and Charles S. McIntosh, since which time it 
has the name of Baggett-McIntosh. 

In 1918 Mr. Baggett became a director of the First 
National Bank of Daytona, continuing until 1930, when 
he became vice-president and a director of the Florida 
Bank and Trust Company, which position he retained 
until his death in 1957. In 1934 he was co-founder, 
vice-president and a director of the First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Daytona Beach. This 
office, too, he held the remainder of his life, and in 
1956-57 was a member of the Building Committee for 
the bank’s projected new building at 501 North Grand- 
view Avenue. 

Taking a practical interest in public affairs from his 
early days, Billie Baggett was Secretary of the Trustees 
of the four bridges under county ownership in the 
twenties; a member of the Ponce de Leon Inlet Com- 
mission, and a member of the Zoning Commission of 
Seabreeze prior to its consolidation with the City of 
Daytona Beach in 1925. 

Heading a reform ticket, he was elected Mayor- 
Commissioner of Daytona Beach in 1929 and served 
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until the 1931 elections. He did not run again. While 
Mayor he saw the need for the purchase of adequate 
airport facilities and led in the purchase and establish- 
ment of the present airport. To break the political 
deadlock of massed, bought Negro votes, he was the 
“father” of the Fifth Zone in Daytona Beach, and per- 
sonally went to Tallahassee to get the bill through the 
Legislature. 

In the 1930’s he was Chairman of Directors and Pres- 
ident of the Auditorium Board. In 1931 he was a mem- 
ber of the Democratic Executive Committee of the 
Fourth Congressional District. In 1932 he was Chair- 
man, under President Hoover’s administration, of the 
Refinancing Corporation (RFC) of the East Coast 
Bank, and later, under President Roosevelt’s adminis- 
tration, was Chairman of the National Recovery Act 
(NRA) for Volusia County. In 1933 he was President of 
the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce, and from 
1943 to 1946 was a member of the Daytona Beach Plan- 
ning Board. During World War II, from 1942 to 1945, 
he was Commander of Civilian Defense of the Halifax 
Area. 

From 1937 to 1954 he was on the Board of Trustees 
of the John B. Stetson University and served on its 
Finance Committee. He was elected the first president 
of the Halifax Historical Society when it was formed in 
1949, and served one year. From 1949 to 1951 he was on 
the Board of Directors of a Committee on Education on 
Alcoholism, sponsored by Alcoholics Anonymous. Also 
in 1949 he became a member of the Board of Directors 
of Old’s Hall, and continued on this board until his 
death. He was a member and Secretary of the Hem- 
ingway Club from 1954 until it disbanded in the fall 
of 1956. In April, 1957, he was appointed by Governor 
LeRoy Collins as Chairman of the Census Committee 
of the Seventh Judicial Circuit, which comprises Vo- 
lusia, St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties. 

He was a charter member of the Kiwanis Club, 
formed in 1921, a member of the Rotary Club from 1931 
to 1946, and a member of the Civitan Club. Interested 
in all activities of a social welfare nature, he was vice- 
president of the YMCA in 1923-24, a member of its 
Board of Trustees from 1925 to 1957, and on January 
16, 1957, was made a life member of the YMCA. He 
was Chairman of the Red Cross Drive of the Halifax 
Area in 1929 and again in 1942 or ’43. He served for a 
number of years as Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Calvary Baptist Church. From 1956 to 1957 he 
was Treasurer of the Silver Beach Baptist Church 
and was Secretary of the Men’s Brotherhood, and in 
1957 was Secretary of the Men’s Bible Class of that 
church. 

An active member of fraternal organizations, he 
joined the Elks on November 22, 1910, was Secretary of 
the Lodge 1915 to 1917, and was made a life member of 
Lodge #1141 on April 5, 1952. He entered Halifax Ma- 
sonic Lodge as an Apprentice on May 17, 1917, received 
the Fellow Craft degree on July 5, 1917, became a 
Master Mason on February 6, 1919, and received the 
Exalted degree on March 13, 1919. He was Knighted on 
January 22, 1920, became a member of Morocco Shrine 
in 1923, was made a life member for distinguished 
service on August 4, 1949, and a life member of 
Halifax Lodge #81, F. and A. M., on March 14, 1955. 

On June 12, 1912, at Seabreeze, Billie Byington Bag- 
gett married Helen Wilmans Burgman, who was born 
at San Francisco, California, September 23, 1887, daugh- 
ter of Charles Frederick Burgman and Florence 


Nightingale Baker. Her father was born at Hannover- 
Minden, Germany, July 21, 1853, and died at Daytona 
Beach in June, 1933. He was the moving figure in the 
Florida East ‘Coast Inland Waterway. Florence Baker 
Burgman was born at Suisun City, California, February 
9, 1860, and died at Seabreeze, Florida, June 21, 1941. 

Helen Baggett’s grandmother, Helen Wilmans Post, 
was the founder of Mental Science and its publication, 
“Freedom.” Her brother, Jerome A. Burgman, has been 
in the printing business in Daytona Beach for over 
fifty-five years, now Burgman and Son. He has taken 
a very active part in local affairs. 

Charles Cyril Post, mentioned in the early part of 
this sketch, was the second husband of Helen Wilmans 
Post. He came to Daytona Beach on a visit about 1893 
and liked it so well that he moved down from Georgia. 
He went into partnership with Charles A. Ballough in 
the development of Seabreeze, platting all the streets 
and naming most of them. The Posts built the Colon- 
nades Hotel, the first large hotel in the area, and built 
the first large department store building at Pine (now 
Peninsula) and the ocean, or Seabreeze Boulevard. 
They also built an ocean pier and Post Pavilion, the 
only public recreation area on the beach at that time. 
A daughter of Helen Wilmans Baker, Ada Wilmans 
Powers, built the original Princess Issennia Hotel, once 
the nicest hotel in Daytona Beach. 

Helen and Billie Baggett were the parents of two 
sons: 

1. Gordon Alfred Baggett, born October 25, 1913, at 
Daytona Beach, died there April 9, 1954. He was the 
owner of the Ocean Park Hotel and the Whitehall Hotel, 
both in Daytona Beach on the ocean. 

2. Wilmans (“Buzz”) Baggett, born July 3, 1917, is 
owner and president of the Baggett-McIntosh Funeral 
Home. 

Billie and Helen Baggett were spending the summer, 
as was their custom, at Grandview Guest House, 
Waynesville, North Carolina, when he was stricken 
with a heart attack. He died August 10, 1957. Oddly 
enough, seventeen members of their family were sum- 
mering there at the time of his death. 

His widow has compiled a record of his public work 
“for the grandchildren whom he so dearly loved, that 
they, too, might know, ‘To serve is to live.’ ” In a fore- 
word, she says: 

“His real life’s work, his ultimate purpose for being, 

was hidden from the world. No one will ever know 

the committees on which he served; the number of 
persons to whom, through the years, he extended 

a lifting, helping hand. The latter he regarded as a 

sacred trust between himself and his Maker, to be 

shared with no one else.” 


HERBERT A, KING, M.D. 


Practicing Internal Medicine at the Broadway Med- 
ical Center in Daytona Beach since 1949, Dr. Herbert 
A. King is a member of the Halifax District Hospital 
staff. Dr. King had extensive and valuable experience 
in his profession before coming to Florida. 

He was born in Peabody, Massachusetts, July 17, 
1917, son of James Arthur and Mary I. (Ballou) King. 
His father, who was born at Salem, Massachusetts, 
in 1889 and died at Richmond, New Hampshire, in 
1951, was in the lumber business. His mother was born 
at Richmond, New Hampshire, in 1890 and is still living 
there. 
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THE BAST COAST “OF FLORIDA 


Dr. King had his early education in the public 
schools of Peabody, Massachusetts. He attended Blue- 
field Junior College, Bluefield, Virginia, and the Uni- 
versity of Richmond at Richmond, Virginia, from which 
he was graduated in 1939 with an A.B. degree. For his 
medical education he attended Duke University School 
of Medicine and received his M.D. degree in 1942. After 
an internship at Duke University Hospital, he was then 
Assistant Resident and Resident in Medicine. Following 
Army service in World War II, he returned to Duke 
University Hospital as a Senior Resident in Medicine 
and then a Fellow in Allergy and Hematology. He 
was, during this period, an instructor of medicine in 
the Duke University School of Medicine. 

He then went to Texas to help organize the Doctor's 
Clinic at Abilene, remaining there six months. In No- 
vember of 1949 he came to Daytona Beach, Florida, and 
opened his practice of Internal Medicine at the Broad- 
way Medical Center in association with Dr. Norman 
E. Williams. 

During World War II Dr. King served in the United 
States Army Medical Corps with hospital groups in the 
United States from April, 1945, to April, 1947. Commis- 
sioned a Second Lieutenant on entry, he rose to the 
rank of Captain and was Chief of the Medical Service 
at the Station Hospital at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. 

Dr. King is a member of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, the Florida Medical Association, Volusia Coun- 
ty Medical Society, the Southeastern Allergy Asso- 
ciation, the American Association of Internal Medicine. 
the Florida Association of Internal Medicine, certified 
with the American Board of Internal Medicine, and an 
Associate in the American College of Physicians. He 
is a member of Alpha Omega Alpha, honorary medical 
fraternity at Duke University; a member of Daytona 
Beach Rotary Club, and of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Daytona Beach. 

His first wife was Claire Price, by whom he has two 
sons, both born in Durham, North Carolina: Herbert 
Allen King, born July 16, 1943; Lawrence Ballou King, 
born March 23, 1946. On August 28, 1956, Dr. King 
married Carol Filer of Norfolk, Virginia. 


WILBUR CECIL GRANT 


A prominent attorney, realtor, financier, political and 
civic leader of Daytona Beach, W. Cecil Grant has been 
practicing law there since 1931, and now has his office 
on the spot where he was born, the location of his 
parents home on Main Street. His father, Vernon Cecil 
Grant, who was in the plumbing and heating business, 
came to Daytona from Jacksonville in 1904 and served 
as a councilman of the old city of Daytona. He died 
July 3, 1958. Wilbur Cecil’s mother was Alice Macomb- 
er from Bourbon County, Kansas. She died in 1942. 


Born at Daytona Beach April 22, 1907, W. Cecil Grant 
graduated from Seabreeze High School in 1926 and had 
a year of academic study at the University of Alabama 
on an athletic scholarship. He then transferred to John 
B. Stetson University, DeLand, where he received his 
Bachelor of Laws degree in 1931. Admitted to the Flor- 
ida bar in May of that year, he established himself in 
practice at Daytona Beach. 


Aside from his regular private practice, he has served 
as town attorney for Holly Hill, attorney for the 


Federal Housing Authority at Daytona Beach, and as 


revisor attorney for (Florida) Rand McNally Bankers 
Directory. He is a member of the American Bar Asso- 


ciation, a past member of the Board of Governors of 
the Florida Bar Association, and a member of the Exec- 
utive Committee of the Volusia County Bar Associa- 
tion. 

In real estate he is the owner and developer of Grant’s 
Beach Cottages and Apartments on Atlantic Avenue, 
which have been much admired for their architectural 
style, and also owns business blocks. He has been 
chairman of the Board of Directors of the Halifax Fi- 
nance Company of Daytona Beach since 1939. 

From the start of his career Mr. Grant has taken an 
active interest in politics. He is a life member of the 
Young Democratic Club of Volusia County, in which 
he was an active member for many years and served as 
president, and in 1949 was named president of the 
Florida State Young Democrats Club. Since 1942 he 
has served as Congressional Committeeman of the Fifth 
District, and was active in the 1960 Presidential cam- 
paign in the Volusia County Committee for the Ken- 
nedy-Johnson ticket. During World War II he served 
on the Advisory Board for Selective Service and Regis- 
trants, for which he received a Certificate of Apprecia- 
tion from President Roosevelt. He is a member of the 
Inter-racial Committee of Daytona Beach. 

Since his high school days, when he was selected 
All-State High School Second Baseman, Cecil Grant 
has been keenly interested in athletics. He was aqua- 
plane champion of Florida in 1926. At Stetson Uni- 
versity he was quarterback on the football team and 
won his letter in both football and basketball. Since 
then he has done much to support and promote ath- 
letics in the local schools. 

He is a member of the Daytona Beach Chamber of 
Commerce and its Committee of One Hundred; a mem- 
ber of the Lions Club since 1931; past president and 
now a director of the Daytona Beach Optimists Club; a 
past director of the Surf and Sun Club, now extinct; 
and a past Exalted Ruler of the local Elks Lodge, in 
which he was granted honorary life membership for 
meritorious services in the organization. He is a 32nd 
degree Mason, affiliated with the various bodies of Ma- 
sonry, including Zongi Grotto, Morocco Temple and the 
Shrine. His fraternities are Pi Kappa Phi (social) and 
Phi Alpha Delta (legal). Golf and swimming are his 
favorite recreations, and he attends the Baptist Church. 

Mr. Grant was married at Daytona Beach on Sep- 
tember 6, 1939, to Carolyn Glanton Wickersham, daugh- 
ter of Frank G. and Hazel (Reeves) Wickersham, and 
a native of LaGrange, Georgia. Her grandfather, 
Charles A. Wickersham, was president of the Atlantic 
and West Point Railroad and the Georgia and Western 
Railway of Alabama, and was a board member of the 
Coca-Cola Company. A daughter, Ethel Cecile, was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Grant on May 16, 1940. She is 
now Mrs. Harry Mundell of Daytona Beach and has 
two children, Garry and Stephen. 


FRANCES B. O’ROURKE 
and 
THOMAS NELSON O’ROURKE 


Prominent in the financial field and in the civic and 
social life of Daytona Beach, Frances B. O’Rourke is 
president of the investment firm of T. Nelson O’Rourke, 
Inc., which was founded by her late husband in 1936. 

Daughter of William Franklin Brown and Eleanor 
duPre Carswell, she was born at Savannah, Georgia, 
April 3, 1907. Her father was born near Macon, Georgia, 
February 7, 1870, and died.at Daytona Beach Decem- 
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EIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


ber 8, 1952. He was a civil engineer, a graduate of 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York, and 
had retired to Daytona Beach in 1945. Mrs. O”Rourke’s 
mother was born at Irwinton, Georgia, where the Cars- 
well plantation was located, on April 14, 1875, and 
died at Daytona Beach January 6, 1956. District Federal 
Judge Harold Carswell of Jacksonville is a member 
of this family. 

Having received her early education at the Pape 
School in Savannah, Georgia, Frances Brown grad- 
uated from the Cathedral School of St. Mary, Garden 
City, Long Island, New York, in 1925, and attended 
Smith College at Northampton, Massachusetts. On No- 
vember 30, 1929, at Savannah, Georgia, she married 
Thomas Nelson O’Rourke. 

Son of Thomas Francis O’Rourke, a Vermont mer- 
chant, and Mary Belle Nelson, Thomas Nelson 
O’Rourke was born October 3, 1904, at Derby Line, 
Vermont. He graduated from Dartmouth College in 
1927 with an A.B. degree and was a member of the 
Sigma Phi Epsilon social fraternity at college. His 
father was a Republican committeeman for the State 
of Vermont, and Nelson started his career in the po- 
litical campaign to elect Herbert Hoover in 1928 with 
_ the Republican National Committee in Washington, 
D:C. 

After the election he joined the Washington firm of 
Stein Brothers and Boyce, investment securities, as a 
customer’s man; then was with William W. Mackall of 
Washington as a junior partner. This also was an in- 
vestment firm. In 1936 he came to Daytona Beach, 
Florida, and formed his own investment firm, T. Nel- 
son O’Rourke, Inc., serving as president until his death. 
This is one of the larger independent investment firms 
in Florida. 

Mr. O’Rourke was a past president of Florida Se- 
curity Dealers (1948-49) and was on its Board of Gov- 
ernors twice. He also was on the Board of Governors 
of the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce, a mem- 
ber of the Rotary Club of Daytona Beach, and served 
as chairman of the Community Chest Fund drive one 
year. He died October 12, 1957. 

The firm of T. Nelson O’Rourke, Inc., is a member of 
the Florida Security Dealers, Investment Bankers of 
America, National Association of Security Dealers, 
Midwest Stock Exchange, and is a correspondent of 
Goodbody and Company, members of New York Stock 
Exchange and other leading exchanges. 

Mrs. O’Rourke is a member of Daytona Beach Cham- 
ber of Commerce and its Committee of One Hundred. 
She has served on the Daytona Beach Welfare Board, 
on the board of Volusia County Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross and as Home Service Chairman and 
Chairman of Volunteer Services for the Red Cross. She 
is also a past president of the Junior Service League. 
She is a member of the Ellinor Village Country Club 
and the Daytona Beach Bath and Tennis Club, and 
of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church at Daytona 
Beach. 

Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. O’Rourke 
at Daytona Beach: 

1. Thomas Nelson O’Rourke, born December 23, 1934, 
attended Dartmouth College and has an A.B. degree 
from the University of Miami. He is vice-president of 
the family firm. He was a First Lieutenant in the United 
States Air Force, from which he recently returned, 
having served on Okinawa. He married Jane Ziegler 
of Oak Park, Illinois, and they have a son, Michael 
Patrick O’Rourke, The family lives at Ormond Beach. 


2. Patricia O’Rourke, born July 17, 1937, graduated 
from Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York, 
with an A.B. degree. She is the wife of William W. 
Dunbar and they live in Massachusetts. 

3. William Franklin O’Rourke, born May 9, 1939, is 
a senior at the University of Miami, majoring in Busi- 
ness and Finance. He is married to Judy Malik at Day- 
tona Beach. i 


PAUL E. RAYMOND 


Senior member of the law firm of Raymond, Wilson 
& Karl, Paul E. Raymond has been a practicing attorney 
in Daytona Beach since 1945. He is a member of the 
Iowa and Florida bars and is admitted to practice before 
the United States Supreme Court and the Federal courts. 
Mr. Raymond has held important legal positions in this 
state and elsewhere since 1932, and has also been an 
educator and a writer in the legal profession. 

Born in Benton County, Iowa, June 22, 1904, he is 
a son of Samuel I. and Nellie (Merchant) Raymond. 
His father died at Garrison, Iowa, December 22, 1956; 
his mother on July 30, 1959, at the same place. Mr. 
Raymond’s baccalaureate college work was taken at 
Stanford University, California, and at Coe College, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, from which he received the Bache- 
lor of Science degree in 1927. His undergraduate legal 
training was taken at the State University of Iowa, 
where he received the Juris Doctor degree in 1930. He 
then took postgraduate work at Harvard Law School, 
from which he received the Master of Laws degree in 
1931 and the Doctor of Judicial Science degree in 1932. 

His legal education completed, he took a position on 
the law faculty of John B. Stetson University at De- 
Land, Florida, in 1932, and was Dean of the Law School 
there from 1938 to 1941. Meanwhile, in 1933-34, he 
served on the teaching faculty of the University of 
Oregon Law School. In 1938, concurrently with his 
educational duties at Stetson University, he was Spe- 
cial Assistant to the United States Attorney General 
and was Editor of the volume on Parole of the Attorney 
General’s Survey of Release Procedures. In 1941 he was 
Assistant Attorney General of Florida. 

In July of 1942, Mr. Raymond entered the United 
States Navy and served until November, 1945, when he 
was separated with the rank of Lieutenant Commander 
in the Naval Reserve. Returning from the Navy, he 
took up the private practice of law in Daytona Beach. 
In 1947, in association with James R. Wilson, he formed 
the firm of Raymond and Wilson, which now has one 
additional member and two associates. 

While in law school at the State University of Iowa, 
Mr. Raymond was Student Editor-in-Chief of the Iowa 
Law Review. During 1930-31 he was a contributor to 
the Corpus Juris Legal Encyclopedia. He has contrib- 
uted a number of articles to legal periodicals and, while 
president of the Florida Parole and Probation Associa- 
tion, in 1941, he was author of the Constitutional 
Amendment and co-author of the legislative bill which 
created the new Florida parole system. 

In January, 1960, he was appointed to the Florida 
State Supreme Court Committee on Appellate Rules by 
Chief Justice Elwyn Thomas, and in June, 1960, was 
appointed to the State Board of Bar Examiners by the 
State Supreme Court. 

Mr. Raymond was a member of the Florida State Wel- 
fare Board from 1949 to 1955 and of the Florida State 
Council for the Blind from 1950 to 1955. He is a member 


1397] 





MW snailliW Yo vomyob 
attountoeeeM micevil yo bas taco 

eb G62F 2 ysM mod perenne erenilli Wee 

fay!) ci pedrojen Joneild Yo yieeivial) ae ta roirer 6 


-vad te dileM yhurtb-ot bolagnon aio exalt hes seen 


Brres 
CVOWYAR 3 IGA 

foetiW .Snomvel lo anf wal aft fo sederom tobtee 
youtots palette ¢ teod ead haonrca SB livet xed v 
ait Ww ssdiriomt # at SH 2Ol sot dopett aneio ai 
otvled soilosiy ot betticrbe al bow ened ebhrotd bre swol 
ainees levsho't ed! bas )uvoD oma? aenete botinU odi 
sitle mt artoiiieod facal Jantsedgent Died dell boomyel AM 
ne feed os ane bie S80l oocie oyeifiveele bag satel 
anwelow lepel er) af tw e Bas soteashe 

ti on se SY ont, cwol sawed mort! at not 
brnomvnAd (triad a) ab tio bes ¢ fevrne lo doe « 
SEL SS aoderacnll ,swdl .woxieed) ta beib val sik 
(M oviq sruse eet to Weel Ok viv no radioar vid 
te mots) aaw Avow susllon shewmwalteoosd 2 bronyall 
mstisd #3 ia har shvictiieD Niieievial brotasic. 
oised att beviose: ot doiriw weds .owol ,2biqall tateD 
frat sienharnsviinu ah T28f at eotgab sersine lo xl 
Swol Yo yvilrrevial! stcte ont de nedeat eaw. Reine 
yl MEAT at wevgob rob: set ein ot Boviaont of oveitw 
Josie? wal threyviel js drow obauberateeg Joa) mon) 
it gorinob awed a ieAN oid hevieod's ol doiloy atest 
Skt at soreeb opasin® béiathat to vedi ot baa LURT 

no maitlzoq i 401 ant Seas Hones callesubs ‘anol eit 
-o% ta vtier ‘ posi? 8 wdbl jo vileos) wel att 
foosby? “wel Pic eo noel esw bee SOOT of ebiserd baal 
acl ke feet ai ‘phitiennedl ipl wt Bf0) ton) ere) 
lo vilewvinU ai) Yo yilwouk giidszot 41 mo beavise 
eid dAtiw viloortuerwe 8621 al Aeotod wal moqorO 
~8g2 ucw od viervevinU noses Je eviteh lenoitesubs 
lnmensd yetrioilA eetste belinU 97 05 tonteigeA, Inio 
votrebaA 5A? YW olor no omvioy odt to sole vaw ban 
raw af [200 ot anbesosl onasiah lo yov td isveasD 
sbitolt to tne yamottA taateheA 

betin orl! berines boomyeH 2M SbOl Yo Wut. ol 
od godw 2881 sedmevetl nau bovis bre yveA wee 
thins roel tomtatwsit Yo Adm odd dt boleioqes eaw 
od .vvat% ons mtot) paidiwwitefl avites igveX odd ai 
thpofl arotyed ai wal lo sollaeig ofevitq sf) qu dco) 
bostrtnyt of noaliW Jf eset diiw nobsigqasa mi YRL sl 
ono ged wort doidw .noeliW baa baomveH to anit acd 
aotrinowesn owl bas tadmaiem lawovibbe 

eyol ke ierevial alei@ act de Toodss wal ai ofidW 
xwol ot ta toidD-«h-sotibS jeoobute aaw buemyeH aM 
wt iotudisines « cow od 2E-0001 pow! .weivell wel 
-~dintess ead off .sihacoloyon’ tage aftal, euqroD. aslt 
wlttiw ,bas xlacibolieg isgsi of zeloitm te 19d @ boty 
-siooA soitedott bre olor shivelt ent to tashiasrg 
ignoitetitawe eff} lo todiua esw of {POL at coit 
raivtwe ‘Eid writaleigol adit te torldue- eo bas deenbsrorA, 





sre ae bol ald vo) wcivis8 














































GOkT yaied je ORT D3 aries iar 
wi eyalioD Aiuomted mot bsteuhewy oH 
oft lo 1edamm « caw hos 901gob ALA a 


itive BOT ai sovookl MadiaH foals oF 
saoignidenW ai aitiouneD tagoustt, 


Yo rr aorgnictanW os? boctiot od nolivals ‘ad 
« ee zvitituese Itamteoved Soyo bas ise" 7 
to fedoeM .W maifiW iiiw zew nord ere anen 
-mt ce eaw oele vidT nentiaq toldul « en nol 
oso anetya® of srievy of BOF ‘nl colt te 
lo -T (art tromtaovani swo aid beer pee 
Mingl vhd litnw tnobieeg a6 gaivise onl jsdaue 
sor jrorilesvni tesbeogehsni soyzal eit! lo ¢ 
+98 abirol% to timbiesng Jang 8 wow aot aol Z 
-voD io bruod ali no enw bins (R+-B60L) valet 4 
e1orrteve®) fo bisell oft no zow oale of. vi 
~hiatn & eoismene lo sedered!) dogofl anokyetly 
hovise bite chimed anoiyed Yo dal Visage yi i 
ow evith bny'l taadD ytiotmeed odd / 

TROT Sf radoisO f 
to toed @ ai ,.oal atwol'd svelaVi I io 4 
lo erodaetl Ieenteo nl rein Qhuse2 eh 
zsalee] yliwo92 Jo avitsisoeeA lentoiteVh 
lo Intebmoqeotsies 6 af baw eunedoxS: soe 
A202. Fw well to 2iedinom ~aeqawD hrs’ 

zeynetoxs yoibeol teste bets! 

Perper ie Pheer AuoR'O 
-howbueH uO to sarin? ati bits 4 
beotl oveileW dose 
-liemA, erlt lo asiqed> yeureD 
hes anriedD svivwe® songht + bres 


ea eae bs doi 

du aincoT here shine oak 
mobo 3 

Rider) ATS ‘hs 

{fine aM ob 














erie” ide at 


sai w mon 
od bby 3 we 1537 
iy - “s 


THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


of the Board of Trustees of Bethune Cookman College, 
Daytona Beach, and of the Florida Normal and Indus- 
trial Memorial College in St. Augustine; also the Board 
of Trustees of the Tourist Church of Daytona Beach. 
He is Chairman of the Board of Directors of Ormond 
Beach National Bank. 

In local civic affairs he has been president of the 
Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce (1947 and 1948), 
lieutenant governor of the Kiwanis Club, a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Daytona Beach YMCA, 
and president of the Central Florida Council of Boy 
Scouts of America. He was a member of a special com- 
mittee to investigate disciplinary conditions in the 
United States Navy in 1952-53. In 1953 he received the 
News-Journal Citizenship Award. 

He belongs to the following fraternal organizations: 
Elks, Masons (Halifax Lodge #87), Phi Kappa Tau (so- 
cial), Phi Delta Phi (legal professional), Order of the 
Coif (legal honorary), and Phi Kappa Phi (honorary). 

Paul E. Raymond married Frances R. Fry of Van 
Horne, Iowa, daughter of Edward J. and Matilda (Rieke) 
Fry. Mr. and Mrs. Raymond are the parents of two sons: 

1. George David Raymond, born August 2, 1934. He 
married Nancy Vaughn of St. Petersburg, Florida, and 
they have a son, Mark Edward. 

2. Thomas Francis Raymond, born December 9, 1935. 

Mrs. Raymond is active in the Tillandsia Garden Club 
of Daytona Beach. 


ELMER H. BLANK 


An early settler of Daytona Beach, Elmer H. Blank 
is best known for his accomplishments as County Com- 
missioner during a period of thirteen years, particularly 
in getting needed bridges built and properly financed. 
Previous to his election as County Commissioner of 
Volusia County in 1939, he served two years as City 
Commissioner of Daytona Beach. In 1948 he received 
a citation for Meritorious Service from Florida Southern 
College. Only one such award is given in each county. 
In 1955 he received the Good Government Award from 
the local Junior Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Blank, 
now retired, was in the sheet metal business. 

Son of Lewis and Mamie (Steve) Blank, he was born 
in Beardstown, Illinois, August 16, 1894, and was edu- 
cated in the public schools of Beardstown. From Chi- 
cago, where he was a sheet metal worker, he came to 
Daytona, Florida, in 1919. Early in 1920 he and Harley 
M. Force bought the Daytona Sheet Metal Works, lo- 
cated originally on Magnolia Avenue, and about 1926 
built the present quarters on North Oleander Avenue. 
Mr. Blank’s son, Vernon, has taken over his interest in 
the business. His own income is now derived from busi- 
ness properties in Daytona. 

As County Commissioner Mr. Blank spearheaded the 
building of bridges in the Daytona area, These include 
the following bridges: Seabreeze, Port Orange, Carle- 
ton-Blank, South Bridge, Main Street Bridge and 
High Bridge. One of these, the connecting link between 
Highway 92 and Al1A, is named the Carleton-Blank 
Bridge in honor of Plymouth citrus man, Bob Carleton, 
and Elmer Blank. 

Concerning his accomplishments as County Commis- 
sioner, the following is part of an editorial in a local 
newspaper which appeared at the time of Mr. Blank’s 
resignation from the commission in 1953. Referring to 
the Carleton-Blank Bridge, it says: 

“It’s easy now to take this magnificent structure 


for granted—too easy. It’s only telling a simple truth 
to say it was Elmer Blank’s foresight, wisdom and cour- 
age which cracked the wall of political opposition and 
got the bridge built. Now we have the new Seabreeze 
Causeway, paid for by the time it was completed by 
the pay-as-you-go levy plan set up by Blank. Soon we 
will have a new South Bridge finished, paid for the 
same way. There’s to be a new bridge at Ormond 
Beach soon. There’s a new one at New Smyrna Beach, 
another at Port Orange. 

“More than business acumen and constructive know- 
how was shown by Blank in the leadership which led 
to these vital works and important highway improve- 
ments in East Volusia. He brought to his job on the 
County Board a concept of political ethics which ran 
squarely against the old political ring’s tactics. Sec- 
tional conflict and discrimination had characterized ring 
rule. As a result, East Volusia had paid most of the taxes 
and had got the least in public improvements. Blank 
achieved the seemingly impossible. His leadership made 
of the County Commission a cooperative body of five 
members working for the good of all the county. Tax 
money went where it should go. Harmony—the con- 
structive kind—prevailed. 

“So we have these bridges—living arteries of growth. 
Without them the phenomenal expansion of recent years 
would have withered on the vine. To make them more 
useful Mason Avenue was paved to provide a new traffic 
belt easing downtown traffic and making Halifax Hos- 
pital more accessible; Ballough Road was paved; the 
scenic Loop Drive was lifted out of flood-time water 
and paved. There are other improvements, but why 
go on? Near at hand the big things Elmer Blank did 
because he had the ‘people at heart’ speak for him. 
They’ll speak for him many, many years.” 

Mr. Blank is a charter member and past president 
of the Florida State Sheet Metal and Roofers Associa- 
tion, a past director of the Florida Association of County 
Commissioners, past chairman of Volusia County Juve- 
nile Court Merit Board, past president of the Com- 
munity Chest Fund of Daytona Beach, and has been 
active in Conservation work. He is a past member of the 
Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce and Rotary Club 
and a member of the First Methodist Church. A Mason, 
he is a past Master (1927) of Lodge #81, member of 
Bahia Temple Shrine, Halifax Council #1, Grand Coun- ° 
cil R. and S.M., past Worthy Patron of Chapter #1, 
O.E.S., and member of Halifax Chanter #5 of the Royal 
Arch Masons. His hobbies, which his wife also enjoys, 
are fishing, hunting and growing flowers. He once won 
a tarpon tournament at Venice, Florida. 

Elmer Blank was married at Beardstown, Illinois, 
January 26, 1912, to Mabel Duchardt, daughter of Lewis 
and May (Scott) Duchardt, who was born in Beards- 
town December 3, 1893. Mrs. Blank has been active 
in the Order of the Eastern Star in past years. Three 
sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Blank: 

1. Vernon Lewis, on August 13, 1913, at Beardstown, 
Illinois. 

2. Earl Ronald, on July 19, 1923, at Daytona Beach, 
Florida. 

3. Orville Edgar, on July 21, 1925, at Daytona Beach. 


JAMES ROBERT DURDEN 


Now serving his third term as Municipal Judge of 
the City of Daytona Beach, James R. Durden has been 
conducting a general practice of law there since 1949. 
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He was born in Lyons, Georgia, October 30, 1920, son 
of James Madison and Frankie Lou (Partin) Durden. 
Both his parents were born in Toombs County, Georgia. 
His mother died in Daytona Beach in 1948. His father, a 
retired law enforcement officer, is living in Savannah. 

James Durden graduated from Mainland High School, 
Daytona Beach, in 1939 and attended the University of 
Florida in 1940. On December 22, 1941, he enlisted in the 
United States Air Force and was a glider pilot in the 
Normandy invasion. A couple of days after he landed 
he was given a battlefield promotion to Second Lieu- 
tenant. After being wounded in Germany, for which he 
received the Purple Heart and air medals, he was dis- 
charged on December 7, 1945, with the rank of First 
Lieutenant. He is now a Captain in the Air Force Re- 
serve. 

Returned from military service, James Durden at- 
tended Tulsa University at Tulsa, Oklahoma, for one 
semester; then transferred to John B. Stetson Uni- 
versity at DeLand, Florida, from which he was grad- 
uated in 1949 with the Bachelor of Laws degree. He 
opened his office at 2084 South Beach Street, Daytona 
Beach, and commenced a private practice of law, con- 
tinuing there until about two years ago (1958), when 
he moved to his present quarters at 323 Orange Street, 
which he owns jointly with another attorney. He is 
admitted to practice in all state and federal courts in 
Florida and in the United States Supreme Court and 
the United States Court of Military Appeals. 

Judge Durden is a member of the Florida Bar and 
the Volusia County Bar Association; a member of Phi 
Alpha Delta legal fraternity at Stetson University, 
Brewer Chapter, and of Phi Alpha Theta fraternity at 
Stetson for scholarship in the field of history. He be- 
longs to the Military Order of the Purple Heart, Halifax 
Masonic Lodge #81, Daytona Beach Elks Lodge #1141, 
and Trinity Lutheran Church at Holly Hill, He headed 
the Daytona-Halifax Area Crusade-for-Freedom drive. 
As hobbies he enjoys fishing and hunting and lately 
has started a collection of assorted workable guns. 

On August 26, 1941, James Robert Durden married 
Nadine A. Bitter, daughter of Henry F. and Ida (Dixon) 
Bitter, who was born at Hoisington, Kansas, February 
29, 1920. Judge and Mrs. Durden now have three chil- 
dren, all born at Daytona Beach: 

1. James Robert, Jr., born March 4, 1954. 

2. Susanna Dixon, born October 22, 1955. 

3. Paula Hall, born September 21, 1960. 

Mrs. Durden is a member of the Azalea Garden Club, 


WILLIAM H. G. FRANCE 


With the opening of the new two-and-a-half-mile 
Daytona International Speedway in 1959, the lifelong 
dream of one of America’s outstanding racing pioneers 
became a reality. William (Bill) France, President of 
the Daytona International Speedway Corporation, be- 
came interested in racing in his early years and never 
lost that interest. 

He was born in Washington, D.C., September 26, 1909, 
son of William Henry and Emma Graham France. His 
father, who was a banker in Washington, was born at 
Horse Pasture, Virginia, August 26, 1874, and died at 
Daytona Beach in March, 1949. The mother was born in 
Northern Ireland March 30, 1878, and died at Washing- 
ton September 24, 1935. 

Bill France attended the public school and Friend’s 

School (Quaker) in Washington, but dropped out of 


school because of his father’s illness. During his early 
years in Washington he worked in several banks, did 
some window decorating for a ginger ale firm and elec- 
trical work for a battery firm, was a hardware clerk 
and worked at several other odd jobs on full or part 
time. 

He built a dirt track race car and competed in races 
being staged in the Washington area. While working in 
the hardware store he would rush out for lunch, grab 
a bottle of milk and a sandwich, and spend the rest of 
his lunch hour working on his race car, parked back 
of the store, so that he would be ready for week-end 
races on some nearby track. 

On October 19, 1934, with his wife and young son, 
Billy, he headed south with a trailer hitched to the back 
of his car. Miami was his goal, but he settled for Day- 
tona Beach, where he arrived after much trouble on 
the way with a few tools, twenty-five dollars in cash 
and a seventy-five-dollar bank balance in Washington. 
He had to leave an electric drill with a merchant until 
his first five-dollar check was cleared. 

His first work in Daytona was repairing and repaint- 
ing signs. He then went to work for Daytona Motor 
Company and later opened his own service station at 
the corner of Halifax and Main Streets, where he spent 
most of his time working on his race cars while Anne, 
his wife, assisted with the handling of the business 
operations, an undertaking she has ably carried on ever 
since. 

By this time Bill France had decided that Miami had 
nothing to offer that Daytona could not provide as well. 
After watching Sir Malcolm Campbell in his final speed 
trials over the beach straightaway course in 1935, he 
became more interested than ever in racing. But when 
Campbell gave up Daytona for the salt flats, it appeared 
that Daytona’s chance of becoming the speed center 
of the world was doomed. 

In 1936 Millard Conklin, then city attorney of Daytona 
Beach, encouraged a city-promoted race over a beach- 
road course laid out south of the city, and a 250-mile 
race was scheduled. France entered a 1935 Ford and 
finished fifth. The race attracted some 5,000 spectators 
but resulted in a financial loss to the city. In 1937 the 
Elks took over the promotion and Bill again entered, 
but was forced out with tire trouble. Again the operation 
was a financial loss. The following year Bill stepped into 
the promotional picture with Charlie Reese, and the 
two came out with a small profit. The next year with 
the admission price raised from fifty cents to one dollar, 
they netted about a thousand dollars profit. France and 
Reece continued their operations through the 1940 and 
1941 seasons with nominal profits. 

Then came the war, and Bill spent his time helping 
build sub-chasers at the Daytona Boat Works. In 1946, 
while operating a service station, he re-entered racing 
and realized his greatest net profit up to that time from 
the race, which attracted some 10,000 spectators. From 
then on he has been responsible for the successful rac- 
ing events that were staged on the beach and road 
course. In addition to promoting the stock car races, he 
successfully staged the greatest of all the motorcycle 
races over the same course through the year 1953. 

The annual stock car races over the beach-road four- 
and-one-tenth-mile course attracted record crowds 
every year, and France’s reputation as a race promoter 
reached international recognition. It was through his 
last-minute efforts that the first “Southern 500” race 
at Darlington, South Carolina, was regarded as a suc- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


cess in 1950. He also staged successful race meets at such 
other outstanding tracks as Langhorne, Pennsylvania; 
Detroit, Michigan; Raleigh, North Carolina; Martins- 
ville, Virginia; and many other places. 

His interest in racing and the promotion of the sport 
led to the formation of the National Association for 
Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) in 1947, with the 
idea that the sport would benefit from a national cham- 
pionship scoring system, with drivers being able to 
compete in stock cars rather than high-priced Indianap- 
olis-type cars, to encourage expansion and to gain na- 
tional publicity for the sport. It has been through his 
efforts that NASCAR became the world’s largest racing 
organization, sanctioning races throughout the entire 
country. 

But Bill France realized that, because of the rapidly 
developing area along the beach, racing over the beach- 
road course would eventually be impossible. His dream 
was to build a super speedway, one that would surpass 
any other in the world. It was a long, tough road to 
travel, but as a result of his untiring efforts, his genial 
leadership, his ever-extending list of friends, and the 
engineering of C. H. Moneypenny, Daytona Beach now 
has the world’s finest and fastest race track, located on 
a 446-acre tract of city-owned land on Highway 92, 
adjoining the Municipal Airport, two miles west of the 
city. As this goes to press the world’s record for 500 
miles of any competitive closed course auto racing is 
held on this beautiful speedway. Melvin Panch holds 
the record with a speed of 149.601 m.p.h., in a Pontiac 
Bonneville, February 26, 1961. 

The Daytona International Speedway represents an 
investment of between three and four million dollars. 
Linked with the high-banked two-and-a-half-mile 
speedway are infield roads that make a sports car course 
totaling nearly four miles, rated as the fastest sports 
car course in the country. It is also a perfect testing area. 
The famous Pure Oil-sponsored International Safety 
and Performance Trials and Economy Run are annually 
held here. The five grandstands have been named in 
honor of the pioneer race-car drivers who made history 
for Daytona Beach—Sir Malcolm Campbell, Barney 
Oldfield, Ralph DePalma, Sir Henry Segrave, and Ray 
Keech. Every grandstand seat is elevated to provide a 
complete view of the entire track. Additional bleachers 
bring the seating capacity up to 35,000, and crowds in 
excess of 100,000 can be accommodated in the field. High 
safety fences protect the spectators. Parking facilities 
for more than 35,000 cars are provided. The infield has 
seven entrances, including two 250-foot tunnels ap- 
proached from Highway 92. In the infield a 45-acre 
lake, Lake Floyd, was created by the excavation of dirt 
used in building the high-banked turns of the track. 
The lake has a one-mile course for boat racing and is 
used for water-skiing shows. 

Mr. France is a member of the Board of Governors of 
Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce, a member of 
Ellinor Village Country Club and the Methodist Church. 
He is a past Kentucky Colonel. He and his son, William, 
Jr., are licensed pilots and fly the Daytona Speedway 
airplane. 

Mrs. France is secretary, assistant treasurer and a 
director of Daytona International Speedway Corpora- 
tion. Born October 27, 1908, at Nathan’s Creek, North 
Carolina, where both her parents were born and died, 
Anne Katherine Bledsoe France is the daughter of 
William Marcus and Virginia Ellen Cox Bledsoe. Her 
father was born in 1861, and died in January, 1919; her 


mother, born in 1873, died in October, 1918. At the time 
Anne Bledsoe met Bill France she was a student nurse 
at a Washington hospital. They were married at Gettys- 
burg, Pennsylvania, June 23, 1931. They have two sons: 

1, William C. France, born April 4, 1933, at Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

2. James C. France, born October 24, 1944, at Daytona 
Beach. The older son is a diréctor and general manager 
of Daytona International Speedway Corporation. He is 
married to Betty Jane Zachary of Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina. 


E. W. RUSSELL 


A retired contractor in South Daytona, E. W. Russell 
first came to that locality in 1920, and has been there 
most of the time since then. He became a licensed con- 
tractor in 1946, and built over 250 private homes. He 
also was the developer of Big Tree Meadows retirement 
subdivision in South Daytona. 

Born at St. Bernard, Ohio, August 7, 1894, he is a 
son of Simeon B. Russell and Emma C. Leeker, both 
natives of Cincinnati, where his father was born Febru- 
ary 16, 1861; his mother on October 3, 1870. His mother 
died in Cincinnati in 1950; his father at Norwood, Ohio, 
September 9, 1921. He was a carpenter. 

Following his education in the public schools of St. 
Bernard, E. W. Russell worked for Procter and Gamble 
in a machine shop in Cincinnati, then was transferred 
to the Hamilton, Ontario, plant, where he was a fore- 
man. During World War I he served with the 52nd Artil- 
lery in France, entering May 1, 1917, and discharged 
January 30, 1919, with the rank of sergeant. 

In 1920, Mr. Russell came to Daytona, Florida, and 
worked in construction until 1926, when he moved to 
Penny Farms. There he was in charge of utilities and 
plumbing at the Retirement Colony. He returned to 
Daytona Beach in 1931, and resumed working in the 
construction business. Fifteen years later he became a 
licensed contractor and went into business for himself. 
Before his retirement he was a member of the Daytona 
Beach Contractors Association. 

Mr. Russell was secretary of the South Daytona Im- 
provement Corporation, which arranged for the fill of 
the swamp area between Ridgewood Avenue and the 
river in South Daytona. He was Building Inspector in 
South Daytona for about four years. He is chairman of 
the Planning and Zoning Board of the City of South 
Daytona; a member of the Board of Governors of Day- 
tona Beach Chamber of Commerce and of its Advertis- 
ing Committe; a member of Daytona Beach Exchange 
Club, which he has served as secretary, vice-president 
and president; also a member of American Legion Post 
#50 of Daytona Beach; Cabul Masonic Lodge #116 of 
Green Cove Springs; and a charter member of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church of South Daytona. He has been 
active in the Boy Scouts of America for twenty-five 
years, and in the different committees of Troop #69; 
also in the Community Chest program of the Halifax 
area. 

Mrs. Russell is a member of the Exchangettes, the 
South Daytona Garden Club and the Palmetto Club, of 
which she is a past director, and is an active member of 
the Holy Cross Lutheran Church. 

Born Maude Martha Wingfield in London, England, 
on September 30, 1897, she is a daughter of William 
Henry Wingfield and Martha Cosby, both natives of 
London. Her father was born September 9, 1856, and 
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died June 25, 1945, at Hamilton, Ontario, where her 
mother is still living. She was born November 5, 1872. 
The Wingfield family came to Canada from England in 
April, 1913, and Maude Martha married Mr. Russell at 
Hamilton, Ontario, on December 23, 1919. 

They have a son, E. W. (“Bill”) Russell, Jr., born 
July 10, 1923, in Cincinnati, Ohio. He played first- 
string football and was a track star at Mainland High 
School in Daytona. He married Anna Mae Hermanson 
of Daytona Beach and they have two children, Robert 
Alan and Susan Lorette. Bill is president of Bill Russell 
Construction Company of Daytona Beach. 

For recreation Mr. Russell enjoys fishing and travel. 


MARY JOSIE ROGERS, M.D. 


Dr. Mary Josie Rogers, whose father was one of the 
founders of Daytona Beach, practiced medicine there 
for forty-seven years. Dr. Rogers is a past president of 
the staff of the Halifax District Hospital and for many 
years served as School Physician of Daytona public 
schools. She has also served as a city commissioner and 
as mayor of Daytona Beach and in other public offices. 
She has been active in club, church and patriotic or- 
ganizations in her community and still retains her 
membership in these societies. 

Daughter of David Dunham and Julia Frances 
(Davis) Rogers, Mary Josie Rogers was born November 
26, 1876, on the site of the present Woolworth Building 
in downtown Daytona. Her mother was born in Shiloh, 
New Jersey, August 23, 1848, and died in North Carolina 
July 15, 1914. Her father was born in Plainfield, New 
Jersey, August 5, 1850, and died in Daytona April 23, 
1919. 

David Dunham Rogers came to Daytona with his wife 
and baby son in September, 1874. He was a civil engi- 
neer, a graduate of Cooper Institute in New York State, 
and practiced engineering and surveying all over this 
part of Florida. He was instrumental in having the first 
bridge built across the river from the town of Daytona 
to the beach—the Main Street bridge, which has been 
rebuilt several times—and also was the developer of 


Seabreeze, the first subdivision on the peninsula. The 


house in which Dr. Rogers lives, and where she had her 
office during her long years of practice, was built in 
1880 under the direction of her father. He also built and 
owned the first ice plant in Daytona, which eventually 
burned down. 

Mary Josie Rogers first attended Mrs. Edmondson’s 
School, a private school in Daytona, then public school 


there, and in 1894 graduated from Ocala High School, 


where her father was working at that time. For her 
general college education she attended Alfred Univer- 
sity, New York, for three years. After that she took 
nurse’s training at the Memorial Hospital for Women 
and Children in New York City, and then went to 
Hahnemann Medical College in Chicago, where she re- 
ceived her M.D. degree in 1907. She returned to Daytona 
and in September, 1907, began a general practice. Later 
she took postgraduate work in New York and in Bos- 
ton. She has been inactive in medicine since 1954. 

Dr. Rogers is a member of the Florida Medical As- 
sociation, the Volusia County Medical Society, and the 
American Institute of Homeopathy. Elected a commis- 
sioner of the City of Daytona Beach in 1922, she was 
subsequently elected Mayor by the other commissioners 


and served one term. She has also served on the Day- 
_tona Beach Board of Public Recreation. 


_——a ee 


She is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, a 
charter member of the Daytona Beach Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, a former member of the 
Palmetto Club and a member of the National Audubon 
Society. She belongs to the National Society of Daugh- 
ters of the American Colonists, the Abigail Bartholo- 
mew Chapter of Daughters, of the American Revolu- 
tion, United Church Women, and the Seventh Day 
Baptist Church of Daytona, in which she is a past 
president of the Board of Trustees. This church was 
organized in 1883 with her father as a charter member. 


Dr. Rogers’ brother, Clarence M. Rogers, deceased, 
was a civil engineer in charge of the construction of the 
Broadway Bridge, Daytona Beach, and was one of the 
three engineers under Mr. Meredith in the construction 
of the Overseas Highway to Key West. A younger 
brother, David Walter Rogers, who was an auto and 
trailer salesman, is also deceased. Her sister, Mabel T. 
Rogers, also deceased, taught at Georgia State College 
for Women, Milledgeville, Georgia. She was very active 
in the work of the Audubon Society in Georgia. 


ST. AUGUSTINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Dedicated to the preservation of St. Augustine’s rich 
past, the St. Augustine Historical Society, as it exists 
today, is the outgrowth of a movement which began in 
1883 with the founding of the St. Augustine Institute 
of Science. This small group, spearheaded by Dr. De- 
Witt Webb, who was its president for thirty-four years, 
was primarily interested in archeaeology and natural 
history. By 1898 the importance of local history was 
recognized and the organization was chartered as the 
St. Augustine Institute of Science and Historical So- 
ciety. 

Books, specimens and relics began to accumulate, and 
Henry M. Flagler donated space in the Alcazar Hotel 
to accommodate the growing collections. In 1913 the 
museum objects were moved to an historic house on 
the bay-front, only to be lost in the great fire of the 
following year. Fortunately, the books and documents 
had been housed in quarters at the St. Augustine Public 
Library and survived the catastrophe. 

It was necessary to build anew. The War Department 
licensed the Society to occupy Castillo de San Marcos 
(then called Fort Marion) and operate a guide service. 
The Society remained custodian of the Castillo until 
the National Park Service took over active administra- 
tion of the area in 1935. 


Meanwhile, in 1918, the Society purchased the Oldest 
House and was rechartered as the St. Augustine His- 
torical Society and Institute of Science. The Webb 
Memorial Building was erected in 1923 to house the 
growing library and museum, and the library collec- 
tion began more rapid expansion under the care of 
Miss Emily Wilson. Other buildings, sites and museum 
pieces have since been acquired, and the library has 
become one of major importance for the study of Florida 
history. In 1953 the organization was again rechartered 
and the name was shortened to its present form, the 
St. Augustine Historical Society. 

The membership of the St. Augustine Historical So- 
ciety is made up of persons interested in the city’s rich 
history and in the preservation of its historic atmos- 
phere and charm. The Society welcomes individuals 
desiring to assist in its work, who may be proposed for 
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BLOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


membership by any member of the organization. After 
approval by the Board of Directors, the application is 
acted upon at the next regular business meeting of the 
members. There are at present about 400 members. 

Business meetings of the Society are held quarterly, 
the January meeting being designated as the annual 
meeting, at which officers of the Society are elected and 
three members of the Board of Directors are chosen, In 
addition, program meetings, at which topics of interest 
are presented, are held at more frequent intervals. 

The Society is administered by a Board of Directors 
elected by the members. The Board serves without com- 
pensation and is responsible for the policy and general 
operation of the organization. It consists of the officers 
and nine members of the Society, three of whom are 
elected at each annual meeting. The officers, elected 
annually, are: President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and Librarian. The Board of Directors meets 
monthly to conduct the business of the Society. Ad- 
ministration is carried out through a General Man- 
ager and the History and Operations divisions of the 
Society, as directed by the Board. 

Following Dr. DeWitt Webb, who was president of the 
Society from 1883 to 1917, subsequent presidents have 
been: Chauncey M. DePew, 1919-1928; Frederick S. 
Vaill, 1928-1930; Harold Colee, 1930-1932; David R. Dun- 
ham, 1932-1956; X. L. Pellicer, 1956-1958; and J. T. 
Van Campen, 1958-1960. 

The Society has acquired an outstanding specialized 
library on the history of St. Augustine and its environs, 
which is open for the use of interested persons, both 
scholars and laymen. It contains many significant items, 
such as photostatic copies of Parish records of St. 
Augustine dating back to 1594. Society research is cen- 
tered on selected topics which further illuminate the 
interesting past of the city and its place in the stream of 
history. In 1957-58 the Library was remodeled with the 
installation of tile flooring and new lighting. 

The printed word is the most important means of 
preserving and diffusing knowledge. Without it, there 
would be no history as we know it—nor modern civiliza- 
tion. The Society has sponsored the translation and 
printing of Barcia’s Chronological History of Florida, 
as well as smaller works, and contemplates an increas- 
ingly active publication program. 

The responsibility of preservation is met by the So- 
ciety in many aspects of its work. The preservation of 
historic sites and buildings, tangible reminders of the 
past, is a large and obvious task. Equally important is 
the preservation of historic objects, many of which are 
used as furnishings in historic houses as well as in 
museum exhibits. Many other objects, in fact the bulk 
of them, are systematically stored so that they may be 
studied and referred to as needed. The Library, in ad- 
dition to its collection of rare books, houses documen- 
tary material, maps, and pictures. 


Through the restoration of historic buildings the So- 
ciety seeks to enhance the atmosphere of our nation’s 
oldest city and prevent further loss of reminders of the 
past. As a general policy the Society acquires and re- 
stores only those historic buildings which appear to be 
in danger of destruction or misuse. Wherever possible, 
the Society prefers to cooperate with the efforts of 
others in the field of preservation and restoration. Re- 
stored buildings owned by the Society are leased for 
business or residential use in keeping with their char- 
acter. 

The task of carrying the story of St. Augustine to 


the public is an important obligation. Through the 
Oldest House, visitors are introduced to Spanish Co- 
lonial life in St. Augustine, while in the gardens they 
see the plants grown here in colonial days. Exhibits in 
the Museum tell other aspects of the story. A Narrative 
Museum was opened in April, 1956, depicting the 400- 
year history of St. Augustine. This is done through a 
series of chronological exhibits. Historical markers, 
many already in place, are designed to identify and 
mark informatively historic sites through the county. 
The press, radio and television are encouraged to pre- 
sent items of historical interest. Society-sponsored pro- 
grams provide information and entertainment to mem- 
bers and guests. 

The Society works cooperatively on projects in its 
particular field with other organziations—local, state 
and national. In recent years it has actively cooperated 
with the City of St. Augustine, the Chamber of Com- 
merce, garden clubs, civic organizations, the Univer- 
sity of Florida Press, the Florida Historical Society and 
the National Park Service. The Society holds member- 
ship in a number of state, regional and national organi- 
zations, including the National Trust for Historic Pres- 
ervation, the American Association for State and Local 
History, and the American Association of Museums. 

A non-profit organization, the St. Augustine His- 
torical Society derives the major portion of its funds 
from admissions to the Oldest House. Income from in- 
vestments, membership dues and donations provide 
lesser amounts. The Society receives no tax monies or 
public funds. Its funds, over and above the cost of 
operation and maintenance of its properties, are used in 
various phases of historical work, such as: the purchase 
of additional books and other library material; the im- 
provement of exhibits and museum; the publication of 
local history; the purchase and preservation of historic 
sites and buildings as occasion may demand; the pur- 
chase and installation of historic markers; research 
work in selected fields; cooperation with other organiza- 
tions on projects of mutual interest. 

Properties now owned by the St. Augustine Historical 
Society include: The Oldest House, the Tovar House, the 
Old Curiosity Shop, the Triay House, the Fornells 
House, the Webb Memorial Building, the Museum Lab- 
oratory, Fort Mosa Site, Oglethorpe Battery Site, the 
Ferry Site, and Coquina Quarry. The Society admin- 
isters the Llambias House, which interprets the early 
nineteenth century. 


BERKELEY PLATT 


A grandson and great-grandson of pioneers of Florida 
is Berkeley Platt of Union Park. His grandfather, 
Marion Platt, was the first settler at Deer Park, orig- 
inally called Crabgrass, and his great-grandfather, John 
Tucker, was the first settler at Christmas, Florida, 
where there was a fort during the Seminole Indian wars, 
in which he took part. He had the first grove at Christ- 
mas, which was one of the first in Florida, and donated 
land for the school, the cemetery and a public park. The 
present postmaster of Christmas (a popular office at a 
certain time of year) is Cecil A. Tucker, another great- 
grandson of John Tucker. 

Berkeley Platt’s mother, who was Mae Hodges, was 
born at Christmas, Florida, September 26, 1884, and is 
still living on forty acres of her father’s homestead, 
most of which is citrus grove. Mr. Platt’s father, Marion 
Byrd Platt, was born at Deer Park August 21, 1881, 
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RHE EAST “COAST “OF FLOR ED A 


and died at Wauchula May 6, 1949. He had a ranch in 
- Melbourne until 1937, when he bought the present 
ranch at Ona, near Wauchula, and moved his herd across 
the state in an old-fashioned cattle drive that took 
eleven days. 

Berkeley Platt was born July 22, 1916, officially at 
Melbourne but actually at North Field on the east bank 
of the St. Johns River, in a house located on an Indian 
mound from which Indian skulls, arrowheads and toma- 
hawks have been taken. 

Educated in the public schools of Melbourne, he 
graduated from high school in 1933. In the Melbourne 
High School football team he was first-string right 
tackle and won a letter in football each of his four years 
in school. 

He worked on his father’s ranch, first in Melbourne 
and then in Ona, until he entered the United States 
Army in World War II. Entering February 22, 1942, he 
served until January 2, 1946, and was with the Tenth 
Armored Division in France and Germany. Slightly 
wounded by shrapnel twice, he received the Purple 
Heart and was discharged with the rank of staff sergeant. 

After his father’s death in 1949, Berkeley Platt came 
to Orlando and settled at Union Park, where he leased 
property and a slaughter house which he operates for 
Turner and Gee, meat packers of Orlando. He is also 
caretaker for their grove, in which his home is located. 
His two brothers, J. P. and Tom, take care of the family 
ranch in Ona, where they have 400 to 500 head of cattle 
and are breeding Santa Gertrudis bulls with Brahman 
cows. Their father was one of the first to plant Pangola 
grass for improved pasture in the Ona area. 

Berkeley Platt is a member of the Hardee County 
Cattlemen’s Association, the Citizens Council of Orlando, 
and the First Baptist Church of Union Park. He was 
first married at Wauchula August 15, 1946, to Dorothy 
Evers of Wauchula, and they are the parents of two 
sons: Marion Roy Platt, born June 14, 1947, and Miles 
Arnold Platt, born May 28, 1954, both born at Wauchula. 
On September 27, 1957, at Orlando, Mr. Platt married 
Bessie Mae Rowell of Orlando, daughter of Dan and 
Bessie Long Rowell. They have a son, Daniel Berkeley 
Platt, born March 18, 1959, at Orlando. 


Mr. Platt has his own story of “the three bears.” 
While out hunting recently he killed a 335-pound bear. 
The following day his brother, J. P., killed one that 
weighed 225 pounds, and not long afterwards brother 
Tom got one that weighed a mere 100 pounds. (Could 
it be Papa, Mama and Baby Bear?) 


HERBERT EDWARD WOLFE 


Founder and president of H. E. Wolfe Construction 
Company of St. Augustine, Herbert Edward Wolfe is 
also a founder of banks and of other bsuiness organiza- 
tions, a farmer and cattleman, a former commissioner 
and mayor of the city, a leader in civic and social welfare 
organization. 

Born near Nashville, Tennessee, November 3, 1897, he 
is the eldest son of Edward F. and Mattie Phelan Wolfe. 
His father, a farmer in Tennessee, was born in Nash- 
ville September 26, 1875, and died in St. Augustine 
August 25, 1944. His mother, also born in Nashville, on 
September 26, 1876, at this writing is living in St. 
Augustine. 

Herbert Wolfe attended the rural school of Davidson 
_ County, Tennessee, walking two and a half miles to get 





there, making a five mile hike each school day, and after 
he got home he had farm chores to attend to. 

In 1917, when he was twenty, he married a girl from 
his own town, Virgie May Parrish, daughter of J. W. 
Parrish, and brought her to Florida for their first home. 
They settled at Elkton in St. Johns County, on a potato 
farm. Despite his much larger successes in other fields 
in subsequent years, Herbert Wolfe never quite gave up 
farming. In 1936 he organized White Towers Farms, Inc., 
at Hastings, which produces Irish potatoes and cabbage, 
and is still president of this corporation. 


In 1923, after a bad year in farming, he moved to St. 
Augustine and got started in the construction business, 
buying a small used truck to haul stone for a road-build- 
ing project. Seeing the possibilities ahead, he soon 
bought three more trucks and obtained further road- 
building equipment. In 1926 he organized and. became 
president of H. E. Wolfe Construction Company, which 
since then has carried on extensive construction work 
in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, Missis- 
sippi, and Tennessee. During the past five years (since 
1955) his company has built 325 miles of highways in 
Florida. One of its current jobs is a section of the Jack- 
sonville Expressway. The company regularly employs 
about 500 people and has a workload that frequently 
adds another 500 to the payroll. 


In 1946 Mr. Wolfe organized Rogers Manufacturing 
Company, Inc., in Nashville, Tennessee, to manufacture 
heavy trailers and truck bodies, needed in his con- 
struction work, and has served as president and director 
of this company since its founding. He also heads the 
San Marco Contracting Company. 


As a result of the depression in the early thirties St. 
Augustine was left with only one bank. In 1934 Mr. 
Wolfe organized the Exchange Bank of St. Augustine 
and has served as its president, chairman of the board, 
and director. In February, 1950, he organized the Has- 
tings Exchange Bank at Hastings, of which he is a di- 
rector, and six years later he organized the Exchange 
Bank of Palatka, which opened on March 6, 1956. 


In 1943 he established Wolfe Ranch, located midway 
between St. Augustine and Green Cove Springs—6,500 
acres of timber and ranch lands, now stocked with 
approximately 2,500 head of beef cattle, principally the 
Brangus breed. He no longer shows his cattle, but had 
the champion Brangus bull at the Southeastern Fat 
Stock Show held in Ocala in 1955, and has won many 
other honors in livestock shows. 


Mr. Wolfe served as a city commissioner of St. Augus- 
tine for four years, 1944-48, and was mayor of the 
ancient city in 1948. He was a member of the Florida 
Industrial Commission, 1937 to 1940, and again in 1953. 
He is on the board of directors of the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce and, of course, a member of St. 
Augustine Chamber of Commerce; a director of Ameri- 
can Road Builders Association; a past president of the 
Eastern States Brangus Association; a director of 
American Fire and Casualty Company of Orlando. He 
is a member of the Department of Defense Small Busi- 
ness Advisory Committee; a past member (1958) of 
the National Highway Safety Committee; a member of 
the board of managers for the reorganization of the 
Florida East Coast Railway Company; and in Septem- 
ber, 1959, was appointed by Governor Collins as chair- 
man of the St. Augustine Historical Restoration and 
Preservation Commission. The task of this commission 
is to restore or reconstruct the historical monuments of 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


St. Augustine, a program similar to that which has 
made Williamsburg, Virginia, a center of interest for 
historians and tourists. 

Mr. Wolfe is also president of the board of trustees 
of Florida Southern College at Lakeland; a former 
chairman of the board of trustees of Flagler Memorial 
Hospital, St. Augustine; chairman of the board of trus- 
tees of Lightner Museum of Hobbies, St. Augustine; and 
a member of the board of directors of the Children’s 
Home Society of Florida, Jacksonville. He is a life mem- 
ber of the Kiwanis Club; a past director of the YMCA; 
a member of Elks Lodge #829; of Ashlar Masonic 
Lodge and the Shrine of Morocco Temple; the Royal 
Order of Jesters; the First Methodist Episcopal Church 
of St. Augustine and its board of stewards and trustees; 
St. Augustine Country Club, the Timuquana Country 
Club of Jacksonville, and the Newcomen Society of 
North America. He is listed in “Who’s Who in America” 
in 1956 and subsequent editions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert E. Wolfe are the parents of: 

1. Marshall E. Wolfe, born October 17, 1928, who died 
April 18, 1959. 

2. Helen Wolfe, now Mrs. James L. Ross. 

3. Charles C. Wolfe, born July 14, 1943, now a junior 
at Admiral Farragut Academy, St. Petersburg, Florida. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN WHEELER, JR. 


Farmer, citrus grower and shipper, and head of a fer- 
tilizer-manufacturing business, Benjamin F. Wheeler, 
Jr., of Oviedo is a second-generation Floridian, both 
his parents having been born in Florida. His mother, 
Georgia Lee, was born in Oviedo and is still living 
there. His father, Benjamin Franklin Wheeler, Sr., 
was born January 2, 1878, in Pasco County, Florida, 
where grandfather Wheeler homesteaded, and died at 
Orlando on February 24, 1954. He was a citrus grow- 
er for more than forty years. 

In the early 1920’s B. F. Wheeler, Sr., bought the in- 
terest of the Nelson Brothers, originally a citrus pack- 
ing house, and in 1923 founded Nelson and Company, 
Inc. A hardware department was added to the firm in 
the early 1930’s and in 1934 the company began the 
manufacture of fertilizer. The senior B. F. Wheeler 
was an organizer of the Citizens Bank of Oviedo in 
1946 and was its first president, serving until his death 
in 1954. He also was instrumental in building a med- 
ical clinic in Oviedo and in bringing a physician there 
to operate it. 

Born in Oviedo July 28, 1920, Ben Franklin Wheeler, 
Jr.. graduated from Oviedo High School in 1938 and 
from Stetson University in 1943 with an A.B. degree in 
Economics. This degree was conferred “in absentia,” 
his credits having been transferred from Occidental 
College, California, where he was working as an air- 
craft instructor. Between semesters he had gone to 
Curtis Wright Technical Institute in Glendale, Cali- 
fornia, and graduated in the fall of 1942. With an air- 
craft instructor rating from the Civil Aeronautics Ad- 
ministration, he was an instructor at this school and 
finished his college work at the same time. On Jan- 
uary 1, 1944, he entered the Navy and served for two 
years, mostly at Pensacola Naval Air Training Station 
as a ground instructor; separated in January, 1946, with 
the rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade. 

On his return from the service he became vice- 
president of Nelson and Company, Inc., and after his 
father’s death in 1954 became president. The factory 


produces annually about 30,000 tons of custom-made 
fertilizer for groves, farms and pastures, using over 
300 formulas. Nelson and Company also operates a 
packing house, handling annually about 400,000 boxes 
of various types of citrus. The company employs about 
250 persons during the heavier part of the season. The 
Wheeler family has approximately 800 acres of citrus, 
mostly in the Oviedo area, with one grove in Lake 
County. Mr. Wheeler also has farming interests, par- 
ticularly in the production of celery, in which his father 
pioneered in that area after the freeze of 1917. 

Mr. Wheeler has been a director of Florida Citrus 
Mutual for the past five years. He is also a director of 
B. and W. Canning Company, Groveland; the Citizens 
Bank of Oviedo, and Seminole County Chamber of 
Commerce. He served as a councilman for the City of 
Oviedo for six years, two of those years as chairman. 
He is a member of Oviedo Memorial Post #243 of the 
American Legion and of the First Baptist Church of 
Oviedo, in which he has been a deacon for fifteen years 
and is now chairman of the Board of Deacons, and 


‘Sunday School teacher for the Young Men’s Class. 


Both he and Mrs. Wheeler are active in the Oviedo 
Parent-Teachers organization. Fishing and hunting are 
his favorite sports. 

Mrs. Wheeler, the former Jean Moran, daughter of 
late Aubrey A. and Nan Sundell Moran, pioneer resi- 
dents, is secretary of the Oviedo Woman’s Club. She 
is also active in the Missionary Society of the First 
Baptist Church. She and Mr. Wheeler were married 
at Milton, Florida, February 2, 1945. They have two 
children, both born in Orlando: Miriam Ann, on Sep- 
tember 28, 1948; Benjamin Franklin, III, on July 21, 
1952. 


L. C. RINGHAVER 


Since coming to St. Augustine in 1947, L. C. Ringhaver, 
president of Diesel Engine Sales, Inc., has written one 
of the most remarkable chapters in boat-building his- 
tory. By applying production-line methods to boat build- 
ing, he has broken all records for trawler construction. 
Mr. Ringhaver has helped with every movement for 
the betterment of the community, being an especially 
active worker and leader in many fund-raising drives, 
in youth work and other civic projects. He has done 
much for the future industrial development of St. 
Augustine and St. Johns County. 

Son of George Ringhaver, a machinist, and Wilhel- 
mina (Dolhoff) Ringhaver, he was born in Cleveland, 
Ohio, November 18, 1910, and received his education in 
Cleveland’s public schools through Junior College. For 
seven years before coming to Florida he was with Gen- 
eral Motors in Cleveland and was cost accountant in 
the Diesel Engine Division. 

He came to St. Augustine in 1947 and was appointed 
general manager of Diesel Engine Sales, which was 
owned by George W. Codrington, vice-president of 
General Motors, and J. H. Coppedge. Convinced that 
assembly-line production would turn out better boats at 
less cost to the buyer, Mr. Ringhaver set up a produc- 
tion line for building shrimp trawlers. Since then the 
firm has produced over 900 trawlers. They have built 
as many as 100 in one year and sell them all over the 
world. Recently they sold 44 new shrimp trawlers to 
El Salvador. 

In 1952, with James S. Melton, a partner, Mr. Ring- 
haver purchased Diesel Engine Sales. In May of 1957 
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he bought out Mr. Melton, thereby acquiring full con- 
trol of the company and its subsidiaries. These are: 
Diesel Engine Sales of Fort Myers, Diesel Corporation, 
Hastings Lumber Company, Rivers Lumber Company, 
J. M. Keely Sales, Inc., San Marco Investment Com- 
pany, Martys Wheels, Inc., Seminole Ninety, Inc., and 
Diesel Construction Company. 

Very active in fishing industry organizations, Mr. 
Ringhaver is past president of the Shrimp Association 
of the Americas, past president of the Southeastern 
Fisheries Association, past president of the National 
Shrimp Congress, and represented the United States 
before the Second World Fishing Boat Congress in 
Rome, Italy, on which occasion he presented a paper 
on the shrimp industry. He is on the advisory board of 
the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute, a director of 
the Council on Florida Ports and Foreign Trade Coun- 
cil, chairman of the St. Augustine Port Authority, and 
a director of Seafarer Magazine. 

He is also a director of the St. Augustine National 
Bank, a member of the Rotary Club, past president of 
the YMCA, past district chairman of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and was appointed by Governor Collins to the 
Governor’s Committee on the Employment of the Phys- 
ically Handicapped. He is a past chairman of the Official 
Board of Stewards of Grace Church of St. Augustine, a 
member of the Elks Lodge, of Ashlar Masonic Lodge 
#829, El Morocco Shrine, the Scottish Rite, Jacksonville 
Consistory, and the Royal Order of Jesters, Court #90, 
Jacksonville. 

In social circles he is a member of The River Club, 
San Jose Country Club and The Propeller Club of 
Jacksonville, Ponce de Leon Country Club of St. Au- 
gustine, and Ponte Vedra Country Club of Ponte Vedra, 
Florida. 

He was married to Elaine Smith at Cleveland, Ohio, 
on June 27, 1936, and they have two sons: , 

1. Lance C. Ringhaver, born in Cleveland, August 13, 
1939. 

2. Randal Lee (“Randy”) Ringhaver, born in St. 
Augustine, December 6, 1947. 


CHARLES SIMEON LEE, SR. 


Cattleman and farmer of Seminole County, Charles 
Simeon Lee, Sr., is a son of early natives, both his 
parents having been born in Florida before the Civil 
War, his father about a year before Florida be- 
came a State of the Union. Mr. Lee was in the citrus 
business with his father before World War I; in the 
truck-farming business for some twenty years after 
the war; and has now been in the cattle-raising busi- 
ness for twenty-two years. Through the years he has 
been active in organizations concerned with the agri- 
cultural economy of the state and of his county. 

Born on the old family homestead in Oviedo on 
October 27, 1892, he is a son of James Hiram Lee and 
Laura Augusta Barnett. His father was born at White 
Springs, Florida, March 24, 1844, and came to Oviedo 
in 1870. He set out groves for himself and others and 
did grove caretaking, and for sixteen years after the 
big freeze of 1894-95 he was a county commissioner of 
Orange County. He died at Oviedo October 7, 1920. 
Laura Barnett Lee was born in Lake City, Florida, 
October 29, 1851, and died at Oviedo January 12, 1940. 

Charles Simeon Lee entered the United States Navy 
in September, 1917, and served in Naval Aviation, 
twelve months in Europe, was released from active 


service in March, 1919, and finally discharged in Sep- | 
tember, 1921. 

After the war he continued growing citrus and began 
truck farming which he did until 1943, after which 
he sold the farms. In 1938 he bought ranch land and 
began raising cattle. 

Mr. Lee was a charter member of Florida Citrus 
Mutual and is still a member. He was also a charter 
member and director of Central Florida Production 
Credit Association and is now a director. This is a 
farmers’ cooperative credit organization under the di- 
rection of the Farm Credit Administration. For thir- 
teen years he was a member of the State Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Committee and its pre- 
ceding organizations and is now a member of the County 
Committee. He is a member of the Seminole County 
Cattlemen’s Association, a member of Seminole County 
Farm Bureau, and served fifteen years on the Sanford 
State Farmers Market Advisory Board. 

Mr. Lee is a director of The Citizens Bank of Oviedo, 
a past director of the Jacksonville Branch of the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank of Atlanta. He served on the Town 
Council of Oviedo; is a member of the Methodist 
Church of Oviedo, a member of the Oviedo Masonic 
Lodge and the American Legion. 

On April 21, 1915, at Oviedo, Charles Simeon Lee 
married Goldie Eva Beckley who was born July 28, 
1894, at Welsford, Kansas. Her father, George Wash- 
ington Beckley, was born in Ohio in 1862 and died in 
1895. Her mother, born Ida May Pierpont in Kentucky, 
September 19, 1875, died in Orlando, Florida, May 13, 
1959. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee are the parents of four children, 
all born in Oviedo: 

1. Dorothy May Lee, born January 19, 1918, married 
John Louis Jones, now living in Fernandina Beach. 
They have three daughters: Nancy Lee, Beverly Ann 
and Laurie Clarice. 

2. Charles Simeon Lee, Jr., born October 28, 1923, 
married Martha Ann Moon of Oviedo. Now living in 
Clarksville, Tennessee, they have three daughters: Sha- 
ron Ann, Joyce Claire and Martha Elaine. 

3. Thelma Lee, born September 22, 1925, married 
William R. Clonts. Now living in Oviedo, they have 
five children: William Rexford, Jr., Janet, Charles Lee, 
Susan and Vivian. 

4. Robert Edward Lee, born December 11, 1926, 
married Clara Jane Staley of Oviedo. They are now 
living in Oviedo and have four children: Robert E., 
Jr., Patricia, Richard Henry and John Beckley. 


ALBIN P. CRUTCHFIELD 


Son of the founder of American Fruit Growers, Inc., 
Albin P. Crutchfield has spent his entire career in this 
business, the first half of it with American Fruit Grow- 
ers. Since January, 1958, he has operated an individual 
citrus brokerage business and had his headquarters 
in Howey-in-the-Hills until November, 1959, when he 
transferred to Titusville. 

Born in Sewickley, Pennsylvania, December 24, 1908, 
he is a son of James S. and Alice (Pilkington) Crutch- 
field. His mother was born in Lexington, Kentucky, 
November 1, 1874, and died in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia, May 30, 1937. His father, born at Goshen, Ken- 
tucky, July 3, 1874, died at Sewickley, Pennsylvania, 
April 15, 1954. 

James S. Crutchfield came to Oviedo, Florida, from 
Kentucky in 1889 and was a fruit packer there for 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Nelson and Company. After the big freeze he returned 
north, and in 1896 opened Crutchfield and Woolfolk, 


_a fruit and produce jobbing business, in Pittsburgh, 


Pennsylvania. In 1912 he was one of the organizers of 
Deerfield Groves, in which A. B. Michael, the Florida 
pioneer, played a leading role for so many years. In 
1919, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Crutchfield founded American 
Fruit Growers, Inc., which became one of the largest 
marketing agencies for fruit and vegetables in the 
country, handling all kinds of fruit all over the United 
States, and evolved into the present American National 
Growers Corporation. Mr. Crutchfield was the orig- 


-inator of the Blue Goose label. 


Albin Crutchfield‘s education was begun in the pub- 
lic schools of Sewickley, Pennsylvania. He received 
his secondary education at Shadyside Academy, Pitts- 
burgh, and attended Princeton University for three 
years, 1926 to 1929. He later took business courses at 
Duff’s Iron City College, Pittsburgh, and in evening 
classes at the University of Pittsburgh. His first work 
out of school was as secretary to the General Sales 
Manager of American Fruit Growers, Inc. 

In 1932 he came to DeLand, Florida, where he was a 
solicitor for consignment shipping by American Fruit 
Growers, and also did the bookkeeping. Two years later 
he became manager of the packing house in DeLand. 
In 1937 he was transferred to Haines City as manager 
of the packing house there, and in 1939 became as- 
sistant to the manager of the Florida Division of Amer- 
ican Fruit Growers at Maitland. From 1941 to 1943 he 
was District Sales Manager for the Southeast, covering 
eleven southeastern states, with headquarters at At- 
lanta, Georgia. Transferred to Fort Worth, Texas, in 
1943, he opened an office as District Sales Manager for 
nine southwestern states. The next year he became 
assistant to the manager of the Texas Division of Amer- 
ican Fruit Growers at Weslaco, Texas. 

In 1946 Albin and his brother, R. W. Crutchfield, 
formed a partnership called Crutchfield Brothers in 
Weslaco, Texas. They were caretakers for about a 
thousand acres of groves and were shipping seven to 
nine hundred carloads of citrus per year. On March 1, 
1949, Albin opened a citrus brokerage office for Crutch- 
field Brothers at Winter Garden, Florida, and continued 
there through the 1950 season. Returning to Texas, he 
bought Mexican oranges for three months. A severe 
freeze in 1951 destroyed the Texas citrus crop and most 
of the bearing trees. On May of that year Albin Crutch- 
field came to Howey-in-the-Hills, Florida, as Sales 
Manager for Vaughn-Griffin Packing Company and 
eventually became Executive Vice-President and a di- 
rector of that firm, with which he continued until 
January of 1958, when he went into the citrus brok- 
erage business for himself. 

The idea of using a special spoon for grapefruit was 
pushed by Mr. Crutchfield until Florida Citrus Mu- 
tual enthusiastically endorsed the idea with subse- 
quent outstanding success in getting distribution of 
this item. He is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, a 
member of the Board of Directors of Deerfield Groves 
in Wabasso, and a director of the Union Fruit Auction 
Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He is a trustee 
of Howey Academy and was a councilman of the City 
of Howey-in-the-Hills in 1957-59. He is a Mason of 
Tavares Lodge, an Elder in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Titusville, and has been an Elder in different 
churches since 1939. He and his wife are members of 
Titusville PTA. 

At DeLand, Florida, on April 4, 1935, Albin P. 


Crutchfield married Mary Elizabeth Fiske, who was 
born at DeLand August 2, 1913. Her father, Sheldon 
W. Fiske, was born December 7, 1851, at Oxford, New 
York, and died December 29, 1947, at Parris Island, 
South Carolina. He came to DeLand about 1910 to re- 
tire, but soon began to sell real estate and had a citrus 
grove in the DeLand area. Mrs. Crutchfield’s mother, 
Anna Smith Fiske, was born“August 10, 1879, at Free- 
ville, New York, and died in October, 1944, at Weslaco, 
Texas, 

Mr. and Mrs. Crutchfield are the parents of four 
children: 

1. James S., II, born February 5, 1936, at DeLand, 
married Patsy Miller of Atlanta, Georgia. 

2. Albin P., Jr., born February 13, 1937, at DeLand, 
married Marjorie Dean of Altadena, California. 

3. Sheldon F., born January 3, 1940, at DeLand. 

4. Mary Anne, born November 19, 1944, at San An- 
tonio, Texas. 


SEWARD MOYER SNYDER 


Snyder Citrus House is the oldest gift-fruit shipper 
in DeLand. It was founded in 1934, by Seward Moyer 
Snyder, who came to DeLand from Brockport, New 
York, in 1924. Son of William (a farmer) and Anne 
Snyder, he was born in Fort Plain, New York, May 4, 
1882, and was educated in the local schools. 

Coming to DeLand, Florida, in 1924, he bought land 
along North Boulevard and for the first ten years worked 
for others. In 1934, he built a packing house and began 
his wholesale citrus fruit shipping, starting with a few 
packages and building up a clientele over the years. He 
used the trade names of Golden Plantation, Moyer 
Brand and E Brand for his fruit, and has shipped gift 
boxes as far away as Holland and Sweden. 

Mr. Snyder is a member of Florida Citrus Mutual, 
Florida Express Fruit Shippers Association, and the 
DeLand Chamber of Commerce. 

At Geneseo, New York, on March 17, 1911, Seward 
M. Snyder married Elizabeth Eagan, daughter of John 
and Anne (Feighery) Eagan, who was born in Geneseo, 
New York, and died in DeLand, Florida, October 14, 
1949. 

Their daughter, Winifred Ann, born at Avon, New 
York, December 5, 1913, attended Stetson University and 
married Everett Jones of DeLand, on September 22, 
1940. Mr. and Mrs. Jones have five children: Eileen, 
Everett Snyder, Ann Moyer, Stephanie, and Michael 
Warren Jones. Mrs. Jones has been active in the De- 
Land Parent-Teacher Council and in the local Crippled 
Children’s drive. She is a member of the DeLand Pilot 
Club. 


DALE DAVID WOODWARD 


The Woodward-Lowther Funeral Homes of Holly 
Hill and Ormond Beach are the only such establish- 
ments in these two places. They are owned and oper- 
ated by Dale D. Woodward and Joseph D. Lowther; 
Mr. Woodward managing the Holly Hill Home and Mr. 
Lowther the Ormond Beach Home. 

Dale Davis Woodward was born March 20, 1924, in 
Greensburg, Indiana, where both his parents also were 
born; his father, Earl Woodward, in 1893, and his 
mother, Ethel Barnard Woodward, in 1896. Both parents 
are now living at Vero Beach, Florida. Earl Wood- 
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ward’s family were pioneers of Greensburg, Indiana, 
and he was formerly Mayor of that city. 

Graduating from Greensburg High School in 1942, 
Dale Woodward entered the United States Air Force in 
April of that year. He served as a technical sergeant 
in the Quartermaster Department with the Fourteenth 
Air Force (General Chennault’s Flying Tigers) until 
March of 1946, and was awarded three battle stars. 

On his return from the Air Force, Mr. Woodward 
entered Indiana College of Mortuary Science and grad- 
uated in 1949. He served his apprenticeship with Beach 
Memorial Chapel, St. Petersburg, Floyd Funeral Home, 
Vero Beach, and S. A. Kyle Funeral Home in Jackson- 
ville. In December of 1955 he and Mr. Lowther estab- 
lished the Woodward-Lowther Funeral Home at the 
present location in Holly Hill, and in 1957 they or- 
ganized the Home in Ormond Beach. Both Homes have 
modern chapels, reposing rooms, operating rooms, fam- 
ily rooms and offices and serve all faiths. 

Mr. Woodward is a member of the National Funeral 
Directors Association and the Florida Funeral Direc- 
tors Association, in which he formerly served on the 
membership committee. He is one of the foremost citi- 
zens of Holly Hill, where he has worked to establish 
an active Chamber of Commerce and to bring industry 
to the area. He is a charter member, and now a direc- 
tor, of Holly Hill Chamber of Commerce; a founder 
and director of a proposed new bank at Holly Hill; 
past secretary and treasurer, and now vice-president, of 
the Holly Hill Rotary Club; and a member of the 
Holly Hill Civil Service Board, to which he was ap- 
pointed in 1956. He is a trustee of the First Baptist 
Church of Holly Hill; a member of the Daytona Beach 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars posts; 
the Daytona Beach Moose Club and Shrine Club; Bahia 
Temple Shrine of Orlando and Greensburg (Indiana) 
Masonic Lodge #36; and the Elinor Village Country 
Club. Golf is his favorite recreation. 

He was married at Vero Beach, March 20, 1947, to 
Marilyn Crosby, daughter of W. B. and Eva (Howell) 
Crosby. Mrs. Woodward was born at Vero Beach De- 
cember 5, 1928. She belongs to the Eastern Star, the 
Ladies Patrol of the Daytona Beach Shrine Club, and 
Phi Sigma (national charitable) Sorority. Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodward have two children, born in Daytona Beach: 
Tracy Marilyn, in April, 1958; Dale David, Jr., in May, 
1960. 


CHARLES FRANKLIN JOHNSON, JR. 


Daytona Marina and Boat Works of Daytona Beach is 
a division of Motors Investment Corporation of At- 
lanta, which was founded by Charles Franklin John- 
son, Sr., its president. The senior Mr. Johnson is a 
director of several banks in Florida and North Carolina, 
a director and past president of the International 
Oceanographic Foundation (a division of the University 
of Miami), past president of the Sailfish Club of Palm 
Beach and Commodore of Cat Key Club in the Ba- 
hama Island chain. His occupations have included 
farming, insurance, finance, and marine and automobile 
dealership. He and his wife, the former Edith Kibler, 
live in Palm Beach, where he has owned a home since 
1941. 

Son of Charles F., Sr., and Edith Kibler Johnson, 
Charles Franklin Johnson, Jr., was born in Wilming- 
ton, Ohio, September 16, 1919. He attended Baylor Mil- 
itary Academy, Chattanooga, Tennessee, graduated 
from Porter Military Academy, Charleston, S.C., in 


1936, and attended Furman University at Greenville, 
South Carolina, where he was a member of the Delta 
Sigma Phi fraternity. He then attended General Motors 
Institute of Technology at Flint, Michigan, from which 
he graduated in 1941. 

He went to work as parts manager for his father at 
Fort Sumter Chevrolet Company in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and was there until 1955, when he moved 
to Mobile, Alabama, and bought the Chevrolet agency 
there, which became Johnson Chevrolet, Inc. At the 
same time he organized the Johnson Insurance Agency 
in Mobile. 

In September, 1960, he came to Daytona Beach, Flor- 
ida, as vice-president of Daytona Marina and Boat 
Works, whose principal business is repairing yachts. 
They can pick up yachts up to 120 feet on their marine 
railway. This corporation is now building the “Daytona 
45,” a sport fishing boat, strictly custom-built, ard 
expects to have the first boat ready for delivery in 
July, 1961. They are also agents for the “Hatteras 41,” 
the first large production-built fiber-glass cruiser, 
which is built by the Hatteras Yacht Company at High 
Point, North Carolina. Daytona Marina and Boat Works 
employs about sixty people. 

Mr. Johnson was a member of the Exchange Club ‘n 
Charleston, South, Carolina, and is a past vice-presi- 
dent of St. Andrew’s Rotary Club there, to which he 
was elected president just before he went to Mobile. 
Alabama. He was also on the vestry of old St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church in Charleston. In Daytona Beach he 
is a member of the Holy Trinity-by-the-Sea Episcopal 
Church, and both he and his wife are actively inter- 
ested in church work. His political faith is Republican. 

He was married in Louisville, Kentucky, October 6, 
1945, to Margaret Graves, daughter of Dr. Pelham 
Graves and Mrs. Mina Towe Graves, and a native of 
Scottsville, Kentucky, where she was born July 1, 1920. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Johnson, Jr., are the parents 
of four daughters. Margaret Susan and Charla Jean 
were born in Charleston, South Carolina. Melissa Ran- 
kin and Julie Graves were born in Mobile, Albama. 
Margaret was president of her class at Julius T. 
Whright School for Girls at Mobile, Alabama, where 
she was an honor student and received the Good Citi- 
zenship Award. She is now a student at Seabreeze 
High School in Daytona Beach. 

In Alabama Mr. Johnson had a stable full of Tennes- 
see walking horses, and his daughter Margaret rode in 
shows in Alabama, Tennessee, and Louisiana and won 
a good many ribbons. His present hobby is yachting. 


PERRY ARTHUR SPERBER, M.D. 


A specialist in the field of Dermatology and Allergy, 
Dr. Perry A. Sperber has been practicing medicine in 
Daytona Beach for the past ten years and is a con- 
tributor to medical journals. Dr. Sperber has a wide 
range of interests and takes an active part in the civic 
and social life of his community. 


Son of Hugo Sperber and Hattie Malvina Mann, he 
was born in Providence, Rhode Island, October 11, 
1907. His father was a jewelry manufacturer and later 
a retailer of store fixtures in Providence, where he was 
born March 27, 1884, and died September 15, 1950. The 
doctor’s mother was born in New York City January 6, 
1884, and died in Daytona Beach October 8, 1957. 

Perry Sperber graduated from Classical High School 
in Providence in 1924 and from Brown University in 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


1928 with a B.A. degree. He studied medicine at the 
New York University College of Medicine and received 
his M.D. degree in 1932. During the next four years he 
interned at Bellevue Hospital, New York City Hospital 
and the Correction Hospital in New York. In 1937 he 
opened a private practice in Providence, specializing in 
internal medicine, allergy and skin diseases. 

Dr. Sperber came to Daytona Beach, Florida, on De- 
cember 23, 1950, and opened an office at his present 
location, 536 South Ridgewood Avenue, where he con- 
tinued his practice, specializing in skin disorders and 
allergy. He is on the staff of the Halifax District Hos- 
pital and on the committee which is going to build a 
Baptist Hospital in this vicinity in the very near future. 
He is also Chairman of the Board of Directors of East 
Florida Baptist Hospital, Inc. 

Making a hobby of medical research, Dr. Sperber has 
contributed to medical journals since his intern days, 
and is author of the following papers: 

1. A New Treatment for Sprained Ankle—Medical 
Record 142: 469, 1935. 

2. Treatment of Delirium Trements with Sodium Evi- 
pal—New England Journal of Medicine 215: 1065, 1936. 

3. Insulin Therapy for Duodenal Ulcer—Review of 
Gastroenterology 3: 320, 1936. 

4. Cerebral Malaria—Medical Record 144: 64, 1936. 

5. Whale Oil, Trichophytin, and Autoserotherapy in 
the treatment of Epidermophytosis—Annals of Allergy, 
Vol. 7, p 91-102 Jan.-Feb. 1949. 

6. Clinical Evaluation of Isothipendyl HC1l—Annals 
of Allergy 16: 237, 1958. 

7. Dexamethasone in Dermatologic Therapy—Annals 
of Allergy 17: 895, 1959. 

8. Dermal Defects: Treatment by a Chemical Agent— 
New York Physician and American Medicine, August, 
1960. 

9. Patch Testing—Grolier Society Encyclopedia. 

10. Urticaria—Grolier Society Encyclopedia. 

11. Hay Fever—Grolier Society Encyclopedia. 

12. Asthma—Grolier Society Encyclopedia. 

The last four articles are in the process of being 
published at this time. Two additional articles to be 
published by Dr. Sperber are: 

Cyproheptadine Dexamethasone Combination in the 
treatment of Pruritus—Annals of Allergy. 

Treatment of Pruritus with a new drug, Cyprohepta- 
dine—Journal of the Florida Medical Association. 

Dr. Sperber is a member of the American Medical 
Association, Florida Medical Association, and the Vo- 
lusia County Medical Association; a Fellow of the 
American College of Allergists and member of its Der- 
matology Committee and its Committee for New and 
Used Therapeutics; a member of the Southeastern Der- 
matological Association, the American Academy of 
Dermatology, the Society for Investigative Dermatol- 
ogy, the Florida Allergy Society, the American Acad- 
emy of Allergy and its Contactants Committee, which 
investigates contact allergy; the American Society of 
Mammologists, American Medical Writers Association, 
and was recently made a Fellow of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science. 

In civic affairs he is a member of the Halifax Ki- 
wanis Club and various committees and has served on 
the Industrial and Roads Committees of the Greater 
Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce. He is very 
much interested in bringing industry to that area. He 
is one of the founders of the Sea Zoo in South Daytona 
Beach, a past president of its governing corporation 
and a director of biological research for the Zoo. Also 


interested in Sugar Mill Gardens at Port Orange, he 
operated an exhibit of prehistoric mammals there for 
about four years. He is part-owner of the old Sebring 
House at 544 South Ridgewood Avenue. 

In Providence, Rhode Island, on September 28, 1939, 
Dr. Perry A. Sperber married Muriel Hope Reed, 
daughter of Samuel and Leona (Fleming) Reed, who 
was born in East Providence November 21, 1910. She 
is a graduate of Bellevue School of Nursing, New York 
City, in the class of 1931. Active in PTA work, Mrs. 
Sperber is past president of the Mainland High School 
PTA and president of the Volusia and Flagler County 
Council of PTA associations. She is a past president of 
the Business and Professional Women’s Club of Day- 
tona Beach and is active in the Palmetto Club and the 
Order of the Eastern Star in Thomaston, Maine. 

Dr. and Mrs. Sperber have two children, both born 
in Providence, Rhode Island: Gayle Patricia, on Octo- 
ber 14, 1942; Perry Reed Sperber, on April 21, 1947. 

Dr. and Mrs. Sperber and their children belong to 
the First Baptist Church of Daytona Beach, in which 
Dr. Sperber is a deacon and past Chairman of the Board 
of Deacons. He is also on the Nominating Committee 
of general officers and is Chairman of Public Relations 
Committee, Past Chairman of Finance Committee and 
has served as chairman of two bond drives. He taught 
Sunday School to a class of junior boys for several 
years. Mrs. Sperber was Superintendent of the Eighth 
Year Primary Department and is now Associate Su- 
perintendent in the Seventh Year Department. She is 
the Sunday School leader of primary work in the Hal- 
ifax Baptist Association and has been Community Mis- 
sion Chairman of the Woman’s Missionary Society for 
two years. Mrs. Sperber assisted Dr. Sperber in his 
office when they first came to Daytona, until the PTA, 
church and other activities became too numerous. 

Dr. Sperber is treasurer and secretary of the newly 
formed Educational Evangelistic Foundation, a Chris- 
tian foundation to spread the Gospel of Christ in an 
educational way. According to its founder, William M. 
Tyler, an ex-Marine and former athlete who lost his 
voice to cancer, the foundation was formed to be non- 
denominational and to help persons addicted to nar- 
cotics, alcoholic or other harmful habits. It is now 
campaigning on the dangers of smoking. Sanitariums 
will be established throughout the state where indi- 
viduals may go to be helped with their problems. The 
group will also help needy college students. 


MARIA HUSTON DAVIDSON POPE 


The first white child to be born in Daytona, Maria 
Huston Davidson Pope, is still living there, and enjoy- 
ing life. Daughter of John Ellis Davidson and Frances 
Menefee Huston, she was born on November 14, 1874, 
about three months after her family arrived in Daytona. 
Her father, a journalist, was born in Louisa, Virginia, 
January 30, 1846, and died in Baltimore, Maryland, 
September 27, 1904. Her mother was born in Winches- 
ter, Kentucky, March 30, 1846, and died in Daytona, 
February 16, 1925. 

In August of 1874, Mrs. Pope’s grandparents, Dr. 
Lorenzo Dow Huston and his wife, Maria Menefee Hus- 
ton; her mother, father, and infant sister, Emily Snow- 
den Davidson; her great-aunt, Mrs. Mary Hoag; and 
her uncle, Colonel Menefee Huston (who had served 
in the War Between the States), all came by train 
from Cincinnati to Jacksonville. From there, they took 
the St. Johns River boat to the town of Volusia, in 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Volusia County; then by wagon team traveled for 
many miles through pine woods, driving through wa- 
ter up to the hub of the wheels, and, after spending 
the night in a “cracker” cabin enroute, arrived late in 


the afternoon of the the second day at Daytona. On 


the way they saw deer among the pines and palmettos, 
and parakeets flying in the trees. 

There were thirty people, some black and some 
white, in Daytona, when Mrs. Pope’s family arrived. 
They stayed at the old Palmetto House, then called 
the Colony House, which was the only hotel on the 
Halifax River, facing what is now South Beach Street. 
It had a palmetto thatched roof. The walls were of 
plaster, painted and papered, and the outside was of 
unfinished boards, which had been whitewashed. It 
was the typical southern style of architecture, with 
long verandas. Mrs. Pope was born there. 


Dr. and Mrs. Huston, Mrs. Hoag and Mrs. Pope’s 
mother operated the Colony House, which was the so- 
cial center of early Daytona, and famed for its hospi- 
tality. Many of the guests were distinguished people 
of the professions and arts, and came from all parts 
of the country. The balls, masquerades, fancy dress 
parties, “sheet and pillow case” parties, and other 
entertainments given there were well known along 
the coast. The guests who attended the formal balls 
were always in full evening dress. There was boating, 
fishing and swimming, beach parties and picnics to 
entertain the guests, and always laughter and music 
and song in the air. There was a Dramatics Club in 
town, also, and there were many dances and concerts 
given by the talented musicians who came to town. 
The Elegant Eighties and the Gay Nineties were happy 
days. The family had a sailboat, the “Mary Hoag,” a 
large boat made of solid mahogany, salvaged from a 
wreck. She was the fastest sailboat on the Halifax 
River, and won all the races. ; 

Dr. Huston homesteaded the first section of the beach 
to be settled, about a mile of the peninsula, from the 
river to the ocean. He was the first mayor of Daytona, 
and was also a Justice of the Peace and Superintendent 
of Schools in Volusia County. The doctor and his wife 
were victims of the yellow fever epidemic of 1887. 


_ Their son, Colonel Menefee Huston, had the first drug- 


store in Daytona. 


Maria Huston Davidson was educated by private 
tutors. She was married on September 11, 1900, to 
Charles Mills Brower, who died on April 21, 1905, in 
Cincinnati, survived by his wife, and two children: 
Charles Thomson Brower and Frances Davidson 
Brower. Charles Thomson Brower died on January 1, 
1911, and on September 19, 1912, his mother married 
Francis Willis Pope, Jr., son of Francis Willis and 
Julia Smith Pope. Following in the footsteps of his 
father, a famous criminal lawyer, the younger Pope 
Practiced law. Of this marriage there was one son, 
Davidson Cornwall Pope, born October 13, 1914. He 
died April 2, 1917. Mr. Pope died on January 30, 1945. 


Frances Davidson Brower was born in Daytona, 
Florida, graduated from Stuart Hall, Staunton, Vir- 
ginia, and married Lionel Joseph Martoccia. They live 
in Daytona, and have three children: Charles Thomson 
Martoccia, Ph.D., Lionel J., Jr., and Maria Menefee 
Martoccia. Lionel J. Martoccia, Jr., married Virginia 
Dudley on December 19, 1958, and on February 17, 
1960, they presented Mrs. Pope with her first great- 
grandchild, Catherine Lewis Martoccia. 

Frances Martoccia was the instigator of a Confed- 


erate Memorial in the riverfront park of Daytona. It 
was erected by the Southern Citizens of the City and 
sponsored by the local U.D.C. She is active in the 
D.A.R., Americans of Royal Descent and Magna Carta 
Dames, of which her daughter, Maria, is also a member. 
She is a member of the Junior Service League, and 
takes an active part in the activities of St. Mary’s Epis- 
copal Church. 


Mrs. Pope is a charter member of Daytona Beach 
Chapter #1955 of the United Daughters of the Con- 
federacy, and a member of St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, of which her parents were charter members. 
The first service in Daytona was held in their home. 

Now in her 87th year, Mrs. Pope is very active. She 
loves to sew and play the piano, and finds happiness 
and interest in the loving companionship of her family. 


ROY EDWARD KINSEY 


The law firm of Kinsey and Vincent was organized in 
Daytona Beach in March, 1946, by Roy Edward Kinsey 
and Clarence Aubrey Vincent. In September of 1950, 
Frank Pyle entered the firm as an associate, and became 
a partner in January, 1953; since which time the firm is 
known as Kinsey, Vincent and Pyle. 


Roy Edward Kinsey was born September 26, 1917, at 
Armington, Illinois, son of Roy Walter Kinsey, M.D., and 
Mabel Medbery. He attended grades one to ten in Tarpon 
Springs schools, grades eleven and twelve at Florida 
Military Academy, St. Petersburg, graduated from St. 
Petersburg Junior College, and proceeded to Stetson 
University, where he took a B.S. degree in Business 
Administration and his LL.B. degree from Stetson Law 
School in 1941. 


Entering the United States Navy on May 13, 1942, as 
storekeeper, he soon received a direct appointment as 
an Ensign. He served as Assistant Supply Officer on the 
USS Frederick Funston, an attack transport, in the At- 
lantic and Pacific, and as Supply Officer on the USS 
Karin, a refrigerated cargo supply ship. Separated 
March 20, 1946, he was recalled October 3, 1950, and 
served during the Korean War with the rank of Lieu- 
tenant, as Executice Officer at the United States Navy 
Transportation School, Oakland, California. 


Mr. Kinsey served as Assistant City Attorney of Day- 
tona Beach in 1952-54. He is a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Florida Bar, President of the Volusia 
County Bar Association, a member of the American 
Bar Association, and practices in all State and Federal 
District Courts. He is a past president of the Daytona 
Beach Kiwanis Club, a director of the Halifax River 
Yacht Club, a ruling Elder and former Deacon of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Daytona Beach. 

On July 18, 1942, at DeLand, Florida, Mr. Kinsey mar- 
ried Margaret Elizabeth Cate. They have one son, Roy 
E. Kinsey, Jr., born December 11, 1946, at Daytona 
Beach, Mrs. Kinsey is very active in Garden Club work 
and is also an active member of the First Presbyterian 
Church. 

Co-founder of the law firm of Kinsey, Vincent and 
Pyle, Clarence A. Vincent is one of the directors of the 
Daytona Beach International Speedway, having been 
one of the early participants in its organization, and 
serves as its general counsel. He also is a former city 
attorney of Daytona Beach, in which office he served 
from 1956 to 1958. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


GEORGE JOHN PANDAPAS 


The success of the United States missile, rocket and 
space vehicle programs depends on a vast array of 
industrial suppliers, and the nation’s very life may 
hinge on the ability of the United States industry to 
produce quality goods on time. Behind every well 
known large government contractor stands a small 
army of no-less-important sub-contractors who supply 
the parts so essential to the logistics of defense. Elec- 
tro-Tec Corporation, which has a plant in Ormond 
Beach, supplies virtually every prime contractor en- 
gaded in missile and space programs with such vital 
electronics parts as slip ring assemblies and high pre- 
cision miniature relays. 

George John Pandapas was born in Peabody, Mas- 
sachusetts, July 20, 1917, the second of four children 
of John D. Pandapas (now retired) who, in 1911, came 
to the United States from Samos, Greece, where he 
was born in April, 1887. George’s mother, Arhondou 
Velonis Pandapas, was born in Samos in May, 1891. 

George Pandapas was educated in the public schools 
of Peabody, Massachusetts, and was graduated from 
Peabody High School in 1935. In 1937 he began work 
as a technician for Hytron Corporation in Salem, Mas- 
sachusetts, manufacturers of radio tubes, and in 1941 
entered the production engineering department of 
Wright Aeronautical Corporation at Paterson, New Jer- 
sey. During World War II, in addition to his work at 


Wright Aeronautical Corporation, he taught night . 


courses in radio to Signal Corps enlistees at Rutgers 
University. In 1944 Mr. Pandapas joined Pedlow En- 
gineering Company as a project engineer, where he 
worked until the formation of Electro-Tec Corporation 
in 1945. 


As a result of strong leadership, sound business 
judgment, and inventive ability, George J. Pandapas’s 
slip ring business increased until it became expedient 
to build a plant in Blacksburg, Virginia, in 1951, and in 
1953 further inventions necessitated the founding of 
a research laboratory in Ormond Beach, Florida. Early 
in 1956 business had reached sufficient volume to bring 
about the erection of the Florida Division of Electro- 
Tec Corporation, on U.S. Highway No. 1, just north of 
Ormond Beach. This last addition to Electro-Tec’s 
plants handles the production of the Mark II Relay 
and large slip rings. The New Jersey plant remains 
the home office and prototype plant, while miniature 
slip rings and brush blocks are manufactured at 
Blacksburg, Virginia. 


Electro-Tec Corporation was the pioneer electronics 
firm to come to the Halifax Area of Volusia County 
and is now the area’s largest manufacturer. Over 500 
people are employed by the three plants and the com- 
pany’s sales volume has gone over the six-million 
mark. The company has licensed Pacific Scientific 
Company of Los Angeles to produce their products in 
the ten western states, and I.D.M. Electronics, Ltd., of 
Reading, England, to produce in the British Isles, Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. Plans are progressing for other 
foreign licensees and patents are held in most of the 
European countries and in the Far East. 


Mr. Pandapas is a Director of Pacific Scientific Com- 
pany of Los Angeles, California, and I.D.M. Electronics, 
Ltd. of Reading, England. He is a member of the Navy 
Reliability Committee and of BuWeps-Industry Mate- 
rial Reliability Advisory Board (BIMRAB). Locally, 
he is a Director of the Ormond Beach National Bank 


and First Atlantic Investment Fund, Inc., of Daytona 
Beach. Mr. Pandapas holds membership in the Ellinor 
Village Country Club, Daytona Beach Area Executives 
Club, F. & A. M. Lodge of Ormond Beach, Young 
Presidents Organization, and the Greek Orthodox 
Church. 

George J. Pandapas was first married on September 
19, 1942, to Frances O’Brien of Salem, Massachusetts. 
Three children were born of this marriage: John 
George, on July 20, 1943; George John on March 15; 
1945, and Elaine M. on May 21, 1947. 

On August 17, 1952, in Peabody, Massachusetts, Mr. 
Pandapas married Caliope Georgoulis, who was born 
in Peabody on October 8, 1931, daughter of John and 
Despina Georgoulis, both of whom were born in 
Greece, in 1894 and 1908, respectively. To this marriage 
were also born three children: Mark-G., born July 25, 
1953; Kimon G., June 15, 1955, and Pamela, July 28, 
1956. 


JOSEPH DANIEL LOWTHER 


The director of the Woodward-Lowther Funeral Home 
at Ormond Beach, Joseph Daniel Lowther began his 
apprenticeship in this profession at Jacksonville in 1946, 
before his nineteenth birthday, and that was after 
having served three and a half years in the Marines! 
(Page Ripley!) Now only thirty-four, he is a 32nd de- 
gree Mason and is active in many civic organizations. 

Son of David Elias and Grace (Windland) Lowther, 
he was born in Jacksonville, Florida, May 3, 1928. His 
father, born in Woodsfield, Ohio, March 21, 1897, came 
to Jacksonville in 1927 and died there April 21, 1950. He 
was a barber, both in Ohio and in Jacksonville, where 
he operated the Knickerbocker Shop. Joseph’s mother, 
also a native of Ohio, is living in Woodsfield. 

Joe Lowther graduated from high school in Jackson- 
ville in 1947, after his service in the United States Ma- 
rine Corps, which he entered in July, 1942 (at the age 
of 14). He served with the Fourth Marine Division and 
was wounded at Iwo Jima on February 21, 1945, for 


which he received the Purple Heart and a Presidential 


Unit Citation with two clusters. He was discharged in 
December, 1945, with the rank of sergeant. 


While completing his high school education in Jack- 
sonville, Lowther worked part time in a Jacksonville 
funeral home. After that, he went to the Dallas Institute 
of Mortuary Science, from which he was graduated 
in 1951. Returning to Jacksonville, he received his Em- 
balmer’s license that year and became manager of a 
funeral home in Vero Beach. While there he received 
his Funeral Director’s license in 1953. Late in 1954 he 
and Dale D. Woodward opened the Woodward-Lowther 
Funeral Home in Holly Hill, and in October, 1957, they 
opened a branch in Ormond Beach. Mr. Lowther oper- 
ates the Ormond Beach home. 


Professionally, he is a member of the American Fu- 
neral Directors Association, the National Funeral Di- 
rectors Association, and the Florida Funeral Directors 
and Embalmers Association. In civic organizations he is 
treasurer of the Ormond Beach Rotary Club, past sec- 
retary of the Holly Hill Rotary, past chairman of the 
Holly Hill United Fund drive, and a member of the 
Florida Peace Officers Association. He is currently on 
the Board of Governors of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Ormond Beach. Among war veterans he belongs to 
the Military Order of the Purple Heart at Daytona 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Beach and to the Ormond Beach Post #267 of the Ameri- 
can Legion. 

In fraternal orders he is a Lecturing Knight of Or- 
mond Beach B.P.O.E. Lodge #2193; a member of F. and 
A.M. Lodge #326 of Ormond Beach; Orlando Consistory, 
Valley of Florida; Bahia Shrine Temple, Orlando, and 
is a past member of the Bahia Shrine Patrol. His church 
is the Ormond Beach Methodist and he is a vice-presi- 
dent of the Young Adult Sunday School class there. In 
social circles he is a member of the Ellinor Village 
Country Club of Ormond Beach. 

On May 15, 1954, at Vero Beach, Joseph Daniel Low- 
ther married Jacqueline Bebe Willis, a native of Titus- 
ville, Florida, where she was born December 26, 1930, 
daughter of Omar Kinsley and Katherine (Bailey) 
Willis. Her father was born in Tallapoosa, Georgia, and 
died January 10, 1959, in Titusville, where her mother 
is living. She, also, is a native of Titusville. 

Mrs. Lowther is a registered nurse, a graduate of 
Orange Memorial Hospital School of Nursing, Orlando, 
where she went for her professional education after 
attending Florida State University for two years. She is 
an active member of the Home and Service Department 
of the Ormond Beach Woman’s Club, and a member 
of Khenset Court #52 of the Shrine Club, Daytona 
Beach. 

‘ Mr. and Mrs. Lowther are the parents of three chil- 
ren: 

1. Joseph Daniel Lowther, Jr., born at Vero Beach 
November 12, 1955. 

2. Maurice Arness Lowther, born at Daytona Beach 
January 6, 1957. 

3. Thomas Selby Lowther, born at Daytona Beach 
May 27, 1960. 


JUDGE VERTREES WALTON 


A retired lawyer of Palatka, where he practiced 
his profession for fifty years, Judge (his given name) 
Vertrees Walton is a son of a pioneer merchant of 
Paltaka, John Norfleet Walton, who came to Florida 
from Sumner County, Tennessee. The father bought 
land, including orange groves, in Putnam County and 
lost several groves in the freeze of 1895. He sold boxes, 
hoops and fertilizer to orange growers, dealt in whole- 
sale grain, and at one time had a large livery stable. 
He died in Palatka in 1912. Judge Walton’s mother was 
Kate Lee Vertrees, who also died in Paltaka, at the 
age of 93. . 

Born at Gallatin, Sumner County, Tennessee, August 
16, 1884, J. V. Walton graduated from Palatka High 
School in 1903, and from Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity Law School with an LL.B. degree. He opened a 
private practice of law in Palatka in October, 1905, 
ae continuously practiced there until he retired in 

955. 

Judge Walton’s daughter, Kate, Mrs. F. H. Engelken, 
graduated from the University of Florida Law School 
and joined her father in practice in 1936, forming the 
firm of Walton and Walton, and is now in active prac- 
tice under the firm name. 

He was married at Palatka November 29, 1909, to 
Sophie Elizabeth Howard, daughter of Captain and Mrs, 
James Hatten Howard, who was born June 29, 1885, 
and died in Palatka June 16, 1960. Four daughter. 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Walton in Palatka: 

1. Sophie Elizabeth (Mrs. Robert Law Gibson), Oc- 
tober 17, 1911. 


2. Kate L. (Mrs. F. H. Engelken), February 5, 1913. 

3. Mary Judith (Mrs. J. Laurie Glisson), February 
5, 1916. 

4. Lois Ann (Mrs. William Lambert Townsend), Sep- 
tember 25, 1918. 

Mr. Walton now has ten grandchildren, who keep 
him entertained. ss 


IANTHE BOND HEBEL 


The author of the History of Volusia County in Vol- 
ume I of this publication, Ianthe Bond Hebel, genealo- 
gist and historian, has been interested in history all 
her life, as student, teacher, collector, author and lec- 
turer. According to school officials, she has “brought 
more interesting facts to light about Florida and its 
inhabitants than any current historian.” 

Daughter of Eddie Lincoln Bond (born December 15, 
1860, in Kirtland, Ohio) and Della C. (Olin) Bond 
(born February 22, 1867, in Lowell, Michigan), Ianthe 
Bond was born in Kirtland, Ohio, July 15, 1884, and 
came to Florida with her family in 1886. Her father was 
a railway conductor, sawmill operator, mason contrac- 
tor, postmaster of Neoga, Florida, and city commis- 
sioner at Daytona, now Daytona Beach. 

Ianthe graduated from Daytona High School in 1903, 
attended Stetson Normal School in 1904, the Summer 
School of the South in 1908 and 1913, the University of 
Virginia Summer School in 1913 and 1916, and the sum- 
mer session of the University of Florida in 1922. She 
studied Library Science at the Grand Rapids (Michi- 
gan) Public Library in 1930. 

Ianthe Bond Hebel taught in Florida public schools 
for twenty years, starting in a one-room coun- 
try school in Ponce Park and ending as principal of a 
Grammar School of twelve teachers in Fort Myers. 
She also operated an apartment house for twenty years. 

Mrs. Hebel is the founder of the Volusia County His- 
torical Commission and a founder and director of the 
Halifax Historical Society, which she has served as his- 
torian, secretary-treasurer, and custodian of its collec- 
tion. The County Commission of Volusia County named 
her County Historian, and she is the editor and a 
lengthy contributor to the Centennial History of Volu- 
sia County. She has written many articles on local. his- 
tory for The Observer and several articles on the 
lumber industry for the Southern Lumber Journal. Her 
genealogies of the Bond, Bryant, Turner and Wilcox 
families are to be found in prominent northern libra- 
ries. Her recent work is on the Florida Sanchez and 
Williams families. She is a member and past director of 
the Florida Historical Society, a member of the Detroit 
Society for Genealogical Research, and is prominently 
identified with many out-of-state historical societies. 

She is Chairman of Genealogical Records of the 
Abigail Bartholomew Chapter of Daughters of the 
American Revolution; former local treasurer and now 
librarian of the National League of American Pen- 
women; was first registrar and is now secretary of the 
Daytona Beach Colony of the National Society of New 
England Women; local registrar of the National Society 
of Daughters of American Colonists; and a member, 
since 1904, of Daughters of the King. 

Mrs. Hebel is also the founder of the Old Timers 
Club of Daytona Beach, a former member of the Pal- 
metto Club, and a member of St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church. In politics she says she is a northern Re- 
publican and a southern Democrat. Travel is her hobby. 

On July 14, 1923, in Grace Church, Grand Rapids, 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Michigan, Ianthe Bond married John Edward Hebel, 
who was born May 4, 1877, in Goderich, Ontario, Can- 
ada. Both his parents were born in Hesse, Germany: 
his father, George Hebel, in 1833; his mother, Barbara 
(Noll) Hebel, in 1835. Mr. Hebel died in 1946. After 
his death Mrs. Hebel returned to her old home on 
Orange Avenue in Daytona Beach. 

Her biography appears in “Florida Women of Dis- 
tinction” (College Publishing Company, 1956), and in 
the “Handbook of American Genealogy, Vol IV” (In- 
stitute of American Genealogy, Chicago, 1943). 


JOHN BARTRAM NANCE 


The general impression one gets on perusing the 
records and testimonials regarding the life of Rev. John 
Bartram Nance, now pastor of the Edgewood Avenue 
Christian Church in Jacksonville, is that here is a man 
characterized by moral integrity and single-minded 
devotion to his calling. This is Reverend Nance’s second 
pastorate in Jacksonville. He has served in a number of 
churches in Ohio and Illinois and was a Navy chaplain 
during World War II. 

Son of Henry and Daisy (Thompson) Nance, and a 
younger brother of Dr. Ellwood C. Nance, John Bartram 
Nance was born in Ashland, Kentucky, September 7, 
1905. He received his early education in the public 
schools of Ashland, followed by some academy and col- 
lege work at the Christian Normal Institute in Grayson, 
Kentucky. He then attended Heidelberg College at 
Tiffin, Ohio, Ohio State University at Bowling Green, 
and Kentucky Christian College at Grayson, where he 
received an A.B. degree in 1930. Finally, he graduated 
from Oberlin Graduate School of Theology in Oberlin, 
Ohio, in 1939, with a Bachelor of Divinity degree. 

Ordained in 1926, he served his first pastorate at Clyde 
Christian Church, Clyde, Ohio, from 1930 to 1935. Dur- 
ing the next two years he was pastor of Sullivan Chris- 
tian Church at Sullivan, Ohio, and from 1937 to 1941, he 
was pastor of Firestone Park Christian Church at Akron, 
Ohio. In 1941, Reverend Nance came to the Central 
Christian Church in Jacksonville, Florida, as pastor, 
and was there until April 1, 1943, when he entered the 
United States Navy as a chaplain. He served through 
September 15, 1946, and was released to inactive duty 
with the rank of Lieutenant Commander in the United 
States Naval Reserve. 

Before going overseas Lieutenant Nance completed a 
two-month chaplain-training course at William and 
Mary College in Williamsburg, Virginia, and was first 
assigned to the Philadelphia Navy Yard. From January 
1, 1944, to May 1, 1945, he was Combat Chaplain aboard 
the USS Catoctin in the European and Mediterranean 
theater of World War II. 

While stationed in the Mediterranean, Chaplain Nance 
Was given a six-weeks leave of absence to visit the 
Holy Land, and was the first Naval chaplain in the area 
to make this pilgrimage. The Naval authorities were so 
impressed with the effects of the visit of Chaplain Nance 
that they made it standard practice thereafter to send 
their chaplains to the Holy Land when stationed in 
that locality. 

Lieutenant Nance was chaplain on the flagship at 
Yalta when it was visited by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and others of the “Big Three.” The President 
stayed overnight on the ship and Reverend Nance re- 
calls that he looked very tired. 

Before going to Yalta Chaplain Nance was based in 


Italy for six months. During that time he led his war- 
ship flock in two public audiences given by the uni- 
versally admired Pope Pius XII. On the occasion of the 
Pope’s death in 1958, this Protestant pastor said of him, 
“We shall miss the strong leadership which he exercised 
in the interest of peace and morality.” 

Chaplain Nance was with the American forces when 
they invaded southern France, and it was his sad duty 
to officiate at the burial of many of our unsung war 
heroes. He was in Toulon when the French fleet re- 
turned home and was received by General De Gaulle. 
The whole town turned out for the event. 

After his return from Europe, Reverend Nance served 
as Chaplain at the Navy’s Treasure Island base in Cali- 
fornia. On October 1, 1946, following his release from 
the Navy, he assumed the pastorate of the First Chris- 
tian Church in East St. Louis, Illinois, and served that 
church and community for more than twelve years be- 
fore coming to Jacksonville, Florida, for the second 
time, on January 1, 1959. 

On the occasion of his leaving East St. Louis for his 
new post, Reverend Nance received numerous letters, 
telegrams and other testimonials expressing regret at 
his leaving and appreciation of his services, and wish- 
ing him well. Among these were a telegram from 
Congressman Melvin Price; a letter from the Governor 
of Illinois, William G. Stratton; letters from the Mayor 
of East St. Louis, the Police Commissioner, the Presi- 
dent of the East St. Louis Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Executive Secretary of the International Conven- 
tion of Christian Churches. There were also letters ad- 
dressed to the Chairman of the Board of the First 
Christian Church about Reverend Nance’s going, from 
the Editor of the local newspaper and from the Recorder 
of Ainad Masonic Temple, all expressing appreciation, 
commendation and regret at his leaving. The Congrega- 
tion of the First Christian Church of East St. Louis 
passed a formal Resolution to express their sentiments, 
their high regard and good wishes to Mr. and Mrs. 
Nance more adequately. 

Of all these testimonials, perhaps the most touching 
and convincing is the simplest—the letter of the Police 
Commissioner, Russell T. Beebe. In his unoratorical 
words one hears the voice and feels the pulse of the 
common people. It reads: 

“Dear Rev. Nance: 

“On reading of your resignation to accept pastorate 
in Jacksonville, Florida, I felt very sad because we 
will miss you so. I also felt happy that you were going 
to a nice church in a wonderful city. 

“When the temperature is about zero in East St. 
Louise and 80 degrees in Jacksonville, I know you 
will think of us and sympathize with us. 

“Rev. Nance, I can assure you that you will be 
greatly missed. You were never too busy to come out 
day and night to assist an organization. You have 
made a world of friends in our city and they will all 
miss you. : 

“Let us hear from you from time to time. If there 
is anything I can do for you, please feel free to call 
on me. 

“Best of luck to you and Mrs. Nance.” 

Mr. Nance was President of the Ministerial Associa- 
tions of Clyde, Firestone Park and Akron, Ohio; Presi- 
dent of the Disciple Ministers of Jacksonville and 
Greater St. Louis, Illinois; Vice-President of the Illi- 
nois State Convention of Disciples of Christ Churches in 
1950, and President of the Illinois State Convention of 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


the same body in 1952. He was Chairman of the East St. 
Louis city-wide National Christian Teaching Mission; 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee of the National 
Benevolent Association of the Christian Church in 1950 
and 1953; Chairman of the Stewardship Committee of 
Southern Illinois Christian Churches in 1954, and a 
member of the Eureka (Illinois) College Ministers’ Ad- 
visory Committee in 1954. 

In fraternal orders he is a 32nd degree Mason of the 
Scottish and York Rites, the Knights Templar and the 
Nobles of Ainad Temple, A.A.O.M.S., East St. Louis. He 
is a member of the International Association of Lions 
Clubs, the American Veterans of World War II, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion, and is 
past chaplain of the Legion’s Post #53 in East St. Louis. 
He is also past Commanding Officer of the Naval Re- 
serve Chaplains of Greater St. Louis. 

Actively interested in civic affairs, he was a member 


of the Board of Directors of the Social Planning Council 


oe 


of East St. Louis and was officiating clergyman at num- 
erous public and civic functions, including social, re- 
ligious, educational and social welfare organizations, 
dedication of public buildings, state and regional con- 
ventions held in the city. Since coming to Jacksonville 
in 1959, his activities outside of his church work include 
similar duties. 

In 1930 John Bartram Nance married Margaret Eliza- 
beth Stewart of Youngstown, Ohio, who was his faith- 
ful companion and fellow worker in church and com- 
munity service until her death in April of 1961. 

In addition to those far-away places already men- 
tioned in connection with his war-time service, Mr. 
Nance’s travels have taken in Egypt and other parts of 
North Africa, Russia, Mexico and Canada. 


AVRON IRVING BRYAN 


Moliere once observed: “Nothing can be fairer or 
more noble than the holy fervor of true zeal.” A man 
whose “fervor of true zeal” is intelligently focused on 
the discipline and enrichment of his spirit and mind 
and the attainment of skill in his craft or profession is 
usually a man of talent and achievement. Avron Irving 
Bryan is such aman. . 

Born October 30, 1928, in Macon, Georgia, without the 


proverbial silver spoon in his mouth, thirty-two-year- 


old Avron Bryan has climbed high on the ladder of 
success in his chosen profession of Electronics Engineer- 
ing. Presently he is a proud member of the missile pro- 
gram at Cape Canaveral. 

Obviously, a man does not become an accomplished 
scientist by zeal alone. Between Macon, Georgia, and 
Cape Canaveral there were many years of hard work 
in college and university. 

Mr. Bryan’s parents, Sydney and Peggy Bryan, moved 
to Miami, Florida, when Avron was very young. There 
he and his younger brothers, Harry and Robert, and his 
sister, “Pat,” received their grade and high school edu- 
cation. His early education was received in the tough 
Little River section of Miami. Thanks to the City Play- 
ground, he became interested in sports. Through hard 


work and much practice he became well known in high 


school athletics as an All-Southern football and All- 
State basketball player at Miami Edison High School. 
While going to high school and engaged in sports, he 
was also working as a meat cutter to help support the 
family while his father was in the Army. 


His athletic prowess won him a scholarship to college 
and gave him the opportunity to prepare himself for 
a profession. Sincerely believing that the future of our 
country lies in education and guidance, his first ambition 
was to become a teacher. He graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Tampa in 1951, with a B.S. degree in Educa- 
tion and, after two years in the Coast Guard, received 
his Master’s degree from the University of Florida, in 
1954. 

While in the Coast Guard, he graduated from Officers 
Candidate School and served as Assistant Chief of Com- 
munications in the Electronics Department of the 7th 
Coast Guard District. He is now an Executive Officer 
of the Reserve Electronics Unit. 

After receiving his Master’s degree, young Bryan 
taught Mathematics and Social Studies at the H. B. 
Plant High School in Tampa, at the same time coach- 
ing both basketball and football. Meanwhile he con- 
tinued his education in University of Florida extension 
courses, specializing in higher mathematics, and at- 
tended the Electronics School at the University of 
Tampa, where he also taught a course in Mathematics. 

On May 24, 1950, while still in college, Avron Bryan 
married June Nance, daughter of Dr. Ellwood C. Nance, 
then president of the University of Tampa. After a few 
years, with a young family to support, he found his 
grocery bill catching up with his salary, and realized 
that he would have to seek more lucrative employment. 
With the training he already had in Electronics, this was 
the logical field for him to enter. 

Employed by General Electric Company, he moved to 
Utica, New York, where he prepared and taught cours- 
es on the Missile Guidance System. He was responsible 
for the coordination of the training program with asso- 
ciate contractors on the Atlas Missile Project and as- 
sisted in the preparation of General Electric’s costing 
for Air Force training. At the same time, he increased 
his own technical and theoretical knowledge in courses 
given by the company, including one in Professional 
Business Management. 

After one year in Utica, Mr. Bryan moved to Cocoa, 
Florida, where he is still employed with the Defense 
Systems Department of General Electric Company on 
the Atlantic Missile Range of Cape Canaveral. His work 
is mainly of an instructional and supervisory nature. He 
also served as liaison engineer between Headquarters 
Engineering in New York and the field. As laboratory 
supervisor in General Electric’s Airborne Laboratory, 
he is responsible for coordination and direction of lab- 
oratory testing and for personnel so engaged. 

His hobbies are bridge, golf, reading scientific jour- 
nals, and inventing new circuits, one of which was re- 
cently patented by General Electric. 

Avron and June Nance Bryan are the parents of three 
children: 

1. Nance, born February 10, 1954. 

2. David, born July 31, 1956. 

3. Peggy, born November 7, 1957. 


DR. DELL LEBO 


A clinical psychologist in Jacksonville since 1959, 
Dr. Dell Lebo, author of a chapter in a volume of this 
History, is a psychologist at the Child Guidance and 
Speech Correction Clinic, a lecturer in psychology at 
Jacksonville University and a consultant in child psy- 
chology to the staff of the Educational Service Insti- 
tute. He is also editor of the Florida Pyschologist and 
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is the author of many papers published in professional 
journals and books. 

This sketch is a condensed revision of Dr. Lebo’s 
autobiography, a detailed and amusingly candid ac- 
count which reveals him as a witty and light-hearted 
personality with a gift for expression. Limitations of 
space prevent our printing his story unabridged. 

Dr. Lebo was born in New York City August 6, 1922, 
son of Dell Roy and Marguerite Bruneel Lebo. His 
father had traveled extensively in this country and in 
Africa, Europe and South America as a construction 
superintendent, and in the course of this work had en- 
~ countered many curious adventures. Lebo’s mother was 
an assistant buyer in the largest of New York City’s 
department stores at the time of her marriage. She has 
a wealth of stories to tell about the shanty-Irish and 
castle-building millionaire period in the big city. 

Dell Lebo’s childhood was spent on Long Island, to 
which the family moved when he was six years old. 
He grew up in a pleasantly landscaped two-story, four- 
bedroom house with the traditional brick porch, con- 
crete jardinieres, and striped canvas awnings of the 
time. Being an only child, he enjoyed the luxury of 
a bedroom and study on the second floor, a large sec- 
tion of the cellar for club room and experimental lab- 
oratory, and many crannies throughout the building for 
his collections of boyhood trivia. 


He attended John Adams High School, one of the 
many buildings whose steel structure had been erected 
under his father’s superintendence. After graduating 
in a depression year, he went to work on Wall Street 
in a bank whose founder was Alexander Hamilton, 
where (Dr. Lebo remarks) he found the salary scale 
of Hamilton’s days had evidently been preserved, al- 
most intact, as a quaint custom for the junior em- 
ployees. During his-:two years in the bank, he took 
evening college courses at New York University, in- 
cluding one in psychology, in which subject he re- 
ceived the top grade. 


Drafted in 1942, he made a score of 132 in the Army 
General Classification Test at Camp Upton, and was 
sent to Pre-flight School for Pilots at Maxwell Field, 
Alabama. Graduating there, he was sent to a primary 
training school for pilots where he flew Pt-18’s, open 
cockpit, radial engine, biplanes. During the course of 
this training he developed the philosophy, “You may 
as well lose a good meal as a poor one,” which, he 
says, endeared him to many service men. 

Until he was sent overseas, he spent most of his time 
attending, or teaching in, United States Army Air Force 
Technical Training Command schools. Much of this 
time was spent as an instructor in advanced Interna- 
tional Morse Code at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. When 
he was placed on secret shipping orders with a triple- 
A priority, he was issued a bayonet knife, two pairs 
of winter underwear, and mosquito netting; as a re- 
sult of which strategy he was unable to determine 
where he was being sent. While waiting, he and some 
companions learned conversational Russian and Man- 
darin Chinese by records. 


Landing in Naples, Italy, he went to Rome as a high 
frequency direction finder. While there he learned con- 
versational Italian, participated in the life of the coun- 
try, and “had the fortunate experience of a semi-pri- 
vate audience with that remarkable man, Pius XII.” 
Due to the limited number of men in his station, he 
was able to tour Switzerland before being discharged. 
He had served three years, four months and ten days. 


The fact that Dr. Lebo did not rise above the rank of 
corporal, and that at a late date, was no doubt due to 
a clerk’s error in transcribing his record. Where the 
test score of 132 should have been entered, someone 
had typed 32! 

While in the service he had taken three correspond- 
ence courses in psycholggy from Pennsylvania State 
University, Ohio State University, and the University 
of Miami. On returning to New York University he 
changed his studies from the School of Commerce, Ac- 
counts and Finance to a major in psychology and a 
minor in sociology at the Washington Square College. 
During his student days there he worked as sexton of a 
church in Brooklyn in return for three rooms; amassed 
500 second-hand books in psychology; worked on an 
unsalaried basis with the psychologist at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital; and was employed as counselor at a private 
school for problem children. He also was elected to 
membership in Psi Chi and Alpha Kappa Delta, national 
honorary societies in psychology and sociology. 

In an introductory class in sociology he sat next to 
a vivacious girl, Elaine Pauline Larsen. She started 
by typing his term papers, became his wife upon his 
graduation, and “has continued to serve as complaining 
typist and intelligent co-worker on many research 
projects and experimental investigations.” 


Graduating “cum laude” in a class of nearly 5,000, 
Dr. Lebo applied for admission to four graduate schools 
with programs in clinical psychology, requesting a 
fellowship or scholarship. New York University School 
of Education was swamped with graduate students in 
this subject and was accepting no new applications for 
two years. Columbia University placed him on the 
alternate list of admissions. The University of Con- 
necticut was awarding neither scholarships nor fellow- 
ships to new students. The State University of Iowa 
accepted him and awarded him a Veterans Adminis- 
tration internship, a form of fellowship. 

Finding that the University of Iowa underplayed 
clinical psychology, putting the emphasis on the Hul- 
lian learning theory of experimental psychology, and 
that, having admitted more students than they were 
prepared to handle, they were determined to eliminate 
as many as possible within a year, Dr. Lebo was among 
those students who began to look elsewhere for what 
they wanted. The result was that he came to Florida 
State University, where he found the program to be 
“the clinician’s paradise, with courses in play therapy, 
a demonstration school with children to be tested and 
worked with, and a practicum facility nearby for ap- 
prenticeship with disturbed adults.” 

The publication of Dr. Lebo’s master’s thesis at Flor- 
ida State University in the Journal of Child Psychiatry 
encouraged him to submit his term papers as well. They, 
too, were accepted and appeared in such professional 
journals as Science, the American Psychologist, College 
and University, the American Journal of Psychiatry, 
the Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology and the 
Journal of Consulting Psychology, which is known in 
the profession to reject approximately 80% of the man- 
uscripts submitted to it. Two of these graduate-student 
term papers have been of sufficient interest and merit 
to warrant their inclusion in book form in 1959; one, 
called “The Present Status of Research in Nondirec- 
tion Play Therapy,” appearing in the Holt book, Read- 
ings in Guidance, and the other, “Degrees for Charla- 
tans,” in a book called Readings in the Psychology of 
Adjustment, published by McGraw-Hill. Twenty-five 
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BIOGRAPHICALASECTION 


of Dr. Lebo’s contributions were accepted for publica- 
tion in professional journals before he received his 
doctorate. 

In addition to his research activities, he assumed the 
duties of a half-time faculty instructor at Florida State 
University in 1953. He taught courses in general psy-~ 
chology and play therapy and assisted in a course in 
child development. A year later he was made an edu- 
cational counselor as well. 

The university’s program in clinical psychology re- 
ceived approval from the American Psychological As- 
sociation after one inspection, whereas other institu- 
tions were inspected several times before being ap- 
proved. Sigma Xi, the national honorary society in 
scientific research, also authorized a chapter after a 
single tour of inspection. Dr. Lebo was elected to 
membership in this society and to Phi Kappa Phi, a 
national scholarship honorary society, while attending 
Florida State University. 

A requisite for the Ph.D. in clinical psychology is 
a year’s internship in an institution for emotionally 
disturbed people. Dr. Lebo applied to five institutions 
which met all his requirements and was accepted by 
four. He chose Carter Memorial Hospital in Indianap- 
olis, Indiana. While an intern there, one of his research 
studies was cited in the Annual Review of Psychology 
for 1955. Since then studies of his have been cited in 
the Annual Review for 1956, 1959 and 1960 and in 
Progress in Clinical Psychology for 1956 and 1958. 

Before completing his dissertation (the final re- 
quirement for the Ph.D. degree), Dr. Lebo joined the 
faculty of the Richmond Professional Institute of the 
College of William and Mary. He and his wife moved 
to the second floor of a quaint three-story brick house 
of Victorian architecture in Richmond, Virginia, where 
many enjoyable summer evenings were spent walking 
through the neighborhood. So taken weré the Lebos by 
their surroundings that they decided to name their 
first child Lee if a boy, Lea if a girl. It was Lea. 


During his first year as a faculty member, Dr. Lebo 
completed his dissertation and had it accepted for pub- 
lication. The introductory postulates and hypotheses 
appeared in the Journal of Consulting Psychology; the 
larger experimental portion in Psychological Mono- 
graphs. The latter journal published only approximately 
twenty articles a year. 


At Richmond Dr. Lebo was promoted to Associate 
Professor, made a fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, and was listed in 
American Men of Science. and in Leaders in American 
Science. He taught about a dozen courses in various 
branches or aspects of psychology, counseled students 
and chaired or served on thesis committees. Every the- 
sis he chaired was published in the professional litera- 
ture and presented at a state, regional or national 
meeting as well. In 1959 two of his former graduate 
students presented aspects of their master’s theses at 
the 67th annual meeting of the American Psychological 
Association in Cincinnati, where approximately 7,000 
psychologists were in attendance. Dr. Lebo presented 
two papers at this meeting. 

From 1957 to 1959 Dr. Lebo also served as a con- 
sultant clinical psychologist to the State Industrial 
Farm for Women in Goochland, Virginia, a model cor- 
rectional institution. 

Shortly after settling into a more spacious home in 
Richmond, Dr. Lebo received an invitation from Dr. 
Ralph M. Dreger, a former professor of his at Florida 


State University, to come to Jacksonville, where Dr. 
Dreger was director of the Child Guidance and Speech 
Correction Clinic. Before leaving Richmond, Dr. Lebo 
was certified as a clinical psychologist by the Florida 
State Board of Examiners in Psychology. Arriving in 
Jacksonville early in 1959, he was given a simultaneous 
appointment as lecturer’in psychology at Jacksonville 
University, where he taught three courses, and was 
appointed as consultant in child psychology to the 
staff of the Educational Services Institute. About the 
same time he was made editor of the Florida Psychol- 
ogist. 

Later in 1959 he gave a weekly television series of 
evening educational programs called “Psychologist’s 
Notebook.” Half-hour shows were built around such 
topics as “Gypsies as Psychologists,” “Unconscious 
Protections,” and “Self Expression in Children.” The 
last-named presentation was based upon an original 
experimental investigation with eighty children. This, 
too, will be published in the professional literature. 

Currently, Dr. Lebo has authored or coauthored 25 
papers presented at meetings of learned societies. Al- 
though he began contributing to the professional lit- 
erature as recently as 1952, he has about 100 profes- 
sional contributions in print or scheduled to appear in 
scientific journals. 

Dr. Lebo has been listed in Who’s Who in American 
Education since 1959. 

In 1960 he was appointed consulting psychologist to 
the Juvenile Court, to the Sheriff's Department, to 
the Justiss Psychology Center, and was also appointed 
clinical psychology consultant to the Moosehaven Re- 
search Laboratory at Orange Park. He was elected vice- 
president of the Northeast Florida Psychological As- 
sociation in 1961. 


WALTER B. FRASER 


One of the most honored citizens of St. Augustine is 
Walter B. Fraser, who has served the State of Flor- 
ida as Senator for four years and the City of St. 
Augustine as Mayor-Commissioner for eight years— 
years of great accomplishments for the city. But Mr. 
Fraser’s greatest contribution to the state and the na- 
tion is in the field of historical research and preserva- 
tion. 

Son of David H. and Nancy D. (Pirkle) Fraser, 
Walter B. Fraser was born May 27, 1887, at Flowery 
Branch, Georgia, where his mother was born in 1856. 
She died in 1916. His father was born in Gainesville, 
Georgia, in 1842 and died in 1918. David Fraser served 
in the Georgia Volunteers during the Civil War and 
was in the brokerage business in Georgia. 

Walter Fraser attended public school in Gainesville 
and was graduated from Cordele High School, 
Georgia, in 1909. He received a Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree from Emory University in 1913 and later studied 
law at Princeton University. From 1913 to 1918 he was 
a principal and superintendent of schools in Georgia. 
He enlisted in the United States Army in World War 
I and was sent to Officers Training Camp in Atlanta. 
From 1921 to 1925 he was a real estate broker in At- 
lanta and was connected with the Atlanta Trust 
Company for a considerable period. 

Mr. Fraser’s connection with Florida began in 1925, 
when he came to St. Augustine and purchased the 
property then known as “The Fountain of Youth,” 
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which had long been associated with Juan Ponce de 
Leon’s discovery of Florida. During the more than 
400 years which had elapsed since the event took 
place, widely divergent opinions had been expressed 
by historical writers as to when and where Ponce de 
Leon first landed on the North American continent. 
This disagreement was due mainly to lack of original 
research on the part of the writers and failure to co- 
ordinate published histories with Spanish documents 
and other authentic information available. 

Mr. Fraser set out to correct this deficiency and 
after long and careful research believes he has proof 
that Juan Ponce de Leon first landed in St. Augustine 
and that this is the location where the first possession 
of any part of the present United States was taken 
for a European nation. To preserve this historic site 
and to assemble proofs of its authenticity, he organ- 
ized Fountain of Youth Properties, Inc. There fol- 
lowed thirty years of research—in Spanish histories; in 
documents in the Archivo General de Indias at Se- 
ville; in the Manuscript and Map Divisions of the Li- 
brary of Congress in Washington; in original Spanish 
documents preserved at the Florida State Capitol; in 
consultation with recognized Spanish language au- 
thorities and with experts on navigation; and, finally, 
in extensive archaeological investigation at the site. 


The presence of a cross made of coquina stones, 
built flat on the earth near the spring, had been 
known at least since it was discovered by H. H. Wil- 
liams, who in 1868 purchased the property as part of 
a Spanish land grant. In 1900 Mr. Williams sold the 
property to Edward MacConnell, an Alaskan mining 
engineer, whose wife, Dr. Louella Day MacConnell, 
lived on the grounds and in 1904 discovered, near the 
cross, a small hollow silver object resembling a salt 
cellar, which contained a Spanish inscription on 
parchment, showing the year 1513. The inscription 
was an affidavit claiming the land for the Spanish 
crown by one Alonzo Soriano, who is believed, by 
competent authority, to have been the “veedor” or 
notary whom Ponce de Leon was required to take 
along with him as an official witness. 


Another important discovery, unrelated to the 
Fountain of Youth or Ponce de Leon, was made in 
1934, a short distance south of the spring. Workmen, 
digging holes to plant orange trees, uncovered an In- 
dian burial ground. Mr. Fraser notified the Smith- 
sonian Institution in Washington, who sent Dr. Mat- 
thew W. Stirling, director of the Bureau of Ethnology, 
to examine and evaluate the findings. He considered 
this one of the most important archaeological discov- 
eries in the Southeast. On further exploration over 
100 Indian skeletons were uncovered within a small 
area. Later explorations, carried on from 1950 to 1955, 
under the Department of Sociology and Archaeology 
of the University of Florida, resulted in finding many 
more Indian skeletons, fragments of pottery and other 
artifacts which, in the opinion of the archaeologists, 
showed Indian occupation of the site extending back 
to at least 1,000 B.C. 

Mr. Fraser has devoted much time, energy and ex- 
pense to the management, development and beauti- 
fication of this whole area, making it a national mon- 
ument now known as the Fountain of Youth Me- 
morial Park and Gardens. The historical sites of 
which he is owner and exhibitor include the Oldest 


School House and the House of Governor Don Pablo 
de Hita y Salazar, built in 1680. 

Taking an active interest in the general welfare of 
this historic city, Mr. Fraser entered the political field 
and was elected to the city commission of St. Augus- 
tine in 1932. He served continuously on that commis- 
sion for ten years, and during the last eight years of 
that period, 1935 through 1942, was Mayor-Commis- 
sioner of St. Augustine. During those years many 
projects initiated by him were carried to successful 
completion. When he first took office the city was 
deeply in debt and plunged into the gloom of the 
greatest depression the country has ever known. At 
the completion of his eight years as Mayor-Commis- 
sioner, city finances were in good order, taxes had 
been reduced, iasting improvements had been made 
and St. Augustine was better known throughout the 
United States than it had ever been before. 

One of Mr. Fraser’s acts as Mayor was to appoint a 
national committee for the restoration and preserva- 
tion of Old St. Augustine. The first meeting of the 
Restoration Committee was held in Washington, D. C., 
October 26, 1936. In 1937 Mr. Fraser was instrumental 
in obtaining the establishment of a municipal airport 
in St. Augustine. Another of his activities in 1937 was 
to found the radio station WFOY, which he sold sev- 
eral years later. This station was used extensively in 
advertising St. Augustine. One of Mr. Fraser’s great- 
est benefactions to the city was his securing an im- 
proved water system, with water that was fit for 
drinking. Previously the people had been obliged to 
buy bottled water, and had to use an excessive 
amount of soap in washing. 


Mr. Fraser contributed to the public welfare as an 
active member of the St. Augustine Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Florida State Chamber of Commerce. 
From 1933 to 1937 he was a Lieutenant Colonel on the 
personal staff of Governor Dave Sholtz. In 1939 he 
was a member of the National Advisory Committee 
for the State of Florida to the New York World’s 
Fair. Following his long term as Mayor of St. Augus- 
tine, he was elected to the State Senate and served 
from 1943 to 1947. 


In addition to being founder of the St. Augustine 
Historical Preservation and Restoration Association 
and a member of the Florida Historical Society, he is 
founder of the Grove of Educators of the Americas, 
honorary founder member of the International Insti- 
tute of American Ideals, and a member and past 
chairman of the Inter-American Center of Florida. He 
is the recipient of a citation from the United States 
Navy Relief Society, and of the following decorations: 
Estrella de la Fundacion Internacional, Jose Gabriel 
Duque; Cruz de la Fundacion Internacional, Eloy Al- 
faro; Medalla Conmemorativa del Vuelo Panameri- 
cano, Pro-Faro a Colon; Caballero Gran Cruz de 
Gracia Magistral; Orden Militar de S.S. Salvador y 
Santa Brigida de Suecia; and Chevalier de la Croix 
de Lorraine et Compagnons de la Resistance, which 
he received from General De Gaulle of France on 
November 11, 1954. In local organizations he is a 
member of the Kiwanis Club, the Elks, the Masons, 
including Knights Templar and the Nobles of the Mys- 
tic Shrine of Alee Temple, Savannah, Georgia. He is 
also a member of St. Augustine Golf Club and the 
Methodist Church. 


[420] 








lo sastlow ferocey oc? wt edn Video sh yiAsT 
bivit {asitilog edt berstae seer aM gio sineteid ntl} 
~niguaé 12 to aoizaiimes we ot 0) batoslg thw heen 
~simateo tact no ylesouniines boviee ; aH .Seel xi sitid 
lo siney Jdyte tel ont uci baw emery co) 101 novia 
rebermoD-rovah sew S008 dau) 2685 beinsg tart! 
vist way seod) gawd soltewt Jf lo senole 
ivlazesoua of built oew mid gd bateite atosiosg 
eaw yito adit ovilta Aoot maf ach oelW Jnaioiqnios 
eit lo mooln of] ofni bogouly bin Heb mi vigerh 
tA .mwond 19% esi vitepes 6G) adieksionb t9te019 
-ehenmoD~ 1 y0lt ea eedy tiple sith be moitstynces onli 
bed woxnt tohw beog of sneecesopen). wile anole 
sbard jax bert etyeerevongan: yiitenl Shooter coed 
of} tuedygurond) cwotl ~eited saw onfangdh 42 bib 
awiled coed ssve bed’ si adedt ehinia botinU 
& inioqué of 2aw Toye ee cton a totat dT AM to ond 
-avisasig bie oifeyolasy of) 161 setlists Ianoiten 
sf lo poiloso: terh fT sohtemgoA JE TO le Als 
>  worgnidenW at blot caw sonia sohevoreell 
letnomuvieni sew yan “WM THRE af BO 8h wloloD 
sogie Isqictium »« to tracaleiidpies oY palninidy as 
eaw VER ni weilivilog aid io redtonA salteumuA 42 ni 
“you blog acd sdoilw ; get noitet: offan ot bel of 
(th ylovianetas bevy zaw wobets ayiT Atal arany lew 
~asiy exereyd aM do ei ethers aN J pevtetiverhe 
“th fe puliyese zid 2ev yo «i of enoltenlonod Jes 
10t JS) asw Jw wahaw dliw soohee, lew  Revong 
oF beyiide aeed bert shoo oft vieowiver™. gaitnib 
ovivenoxe ne 22 oF bed bus soiew. beluod. quad 
»aines ot gee Yo Iduetms 
ie 28 ‘ehelilec cildeq adi of betudisiaes wast®) aM 
ino io tximedD saitewauA J2 ec? to tadsaem evilss 
oytemmo? Yo vdieadD «at2 ebireld oi) bas sa1e0 
adi mo lonoloD Inansjusit « sew orf VEEL of GORL mor 
od @6@l al iwied2 oved wateye) lo Rete Jaqosag 
ssijicnrwD scenieriak leqetini oi lo, axiom « env 
eblroW aAwY welt adi of shixolZ, lo. ste aft 10) 
2uQuaA JE lo wyeM ee ortet grol aid gniwollot ied 
hovise bas glane? sinZ 23 oF hoivsle aaw ad. anit 
TERE @ LE2L mol 
entecuuA 22 of Yo nehawel aaied of mollibbs al 
noijsiveszA notizioizes bas cotteavisetd lnsinoriA 
ai od Qyisitc® laotiorilk ehisold ot to x9dmim a bne 
eerirmemA alt to motsauhT to avotD off lo vehi 
sien! lanwitesneial eds to tedmonr whavol wore 
tyoq bre cedevom «@ bas lesbl amsiremA, do oa 
aL whinal Jo yohasD. sispivemA-tolal oft Jo necriiesld 
wilt hbolin edt moit moitatio s to Insigines wit a 
“eda ooeb yaiwollol sdtlo bie .wheise® isilo ywolt 
lotulsid gol Janocioanwinl acioshay'd | ob stivved 
1A 468 dencinatewinl nomebrurt ol ab svt) ywuped 
~hwataand olauw¥ lob svivcvomenine? “amie 
ob e037 cet oietleds ool) » oxwtt-o 
% wobevie® 22 ob wldiM asbi® ;lereigeM | 
xg of ob asilevedD tea yates ob ahigisll, 
dnitiw oarweoA ol sh enomyaqmod oe purr ob 
oo sanerd jo allied off leven: eno bevioses 
6 ki od eliasinege issol ol Ot, font 
. fanoaaM od} wh wit dul cinawiih itt Yo 
“eM ad ta aldol adit br ualagene!l 4b 


i ated a on oe 
amen eater ate 00" 




























jusilyiso to Aoal of. xloiam 9 aw 
~o of swlint bie exotiaw ond meee 
vramuseb deinege ddiw santa te 
skisliave noitacnolsai. 2 
bas enebiel. aid! joorws of tuo t92, eR 
loonq eet ad aavoiled dieses luler bag. pad 
sattayguaA 42 ai bobnal ter mood ob n 
noturszrog Imift orf! ovedw aoitsoal gli af alt 
vowel eow a9tnt@ betinU ineeerg oft a 
stia ototaid. eth) eviseniq oT inolten ¢ 
-apio of yrioiinatitus ei lo soos old 
«lol gyetT onl jesitteqoiT dieo¥ toe 
oi ;avinoteid delaaq? oi—doiwesest to vison ® Paid? © 
-92 by ewtbrd ob feietdD ovirotA srt ni rasta 
~iT off Yo amoiavid caM bas ighoevasM = 
dieing? Incite ni ynotanidasW ai’ Bs ' 
mi foliqnD oiat2 ebinofT’ silt ti" bovrasssg 2 ict 
“#5 ogniynal dethage _boxi 
wlistl bao ;ndisegiven no ogy Vat te ra oikie 
oe oft ta nvitegituevat one ae vieastee 
wertose osthypo> lo. bam ray as 7) ae a "2 
nsed bent use adi seen. - 
iW J A yd berevoogib eaw Ji Tol wes 
io Mac ae yMeaouy osls st 1 
ould bios eoothiWe iM 




































dian oe eeeag 


Rergerak aren? cco erie 


* Eat 


onad 0) botupss 
odi of betelexnw | 


ni obpm ete, Shoat ate 


~e (Sis, panies 
Rone Ue Sen See eee 
hs PA “bn a I as we , 
ie is EME YEA KEL 
emt. 
Parga 4 






















CLE a ld I 





: 
a 
y, 
CD 
y, 
y, 


Y 


WN 


“ 
AN 


> 


NS 







SS 


WS 


SOVenys 
GQ 
MG 


SS 
SS 


SSO 
WS 


SN 


EN 


VOY 


WN 





QW 


tS Ke 
To ORS 


ahem 


+ 
a 


ve 


POR A 


2 
4 
“ 
4 
; 


ot ost elle amg 


Paks 


@ ts ts) RRR 


AD nt LOLA Et LODO APPLIED LL ELLIO DLE ONE OAD =yaus m 





TILE .bAS ts COAST OF FLORIDA 


On December 28, 1922, Walter B. Fraser married 
Adeline Armstrong of Albany, Georgia, (now de- 
ceased), daughter of John and Elizabeth (Ventulette) 
Armstrong. They have one son, John Randolph Fraser, 
born March 20, 1934. ; 


ANNA HAHNE WILLIAMS LEITZEL 


One of the pioneer settlers of Daytona was Louis 
Hahne, a shoemaker, who came there from Jacksonville 
by ox cart in 1880. He made shoes for the Procter and 
Gamble families and for many other wealthy families. 

Anna Hahne Williams Leitzel, Louis Hahne’s niece 
and adopted daughter, has memories of the early days, 
in Daytona. She was born in Blankenburg, Germany, 
December 25, 1880, daughter of Karl and Augusta 
(Hardam) Hahne, both natives of Blankenburg, Ger- 
many, where her father was a builder. Anna was or- 
phaned at the age of twelve years and was brought to 
America and to Daytona, Florida, by her Uncle Louis, 
who went to Germany to bring her here. He had built 
a home on the corner of Loomis and Ridgewood Avenue. 
Since he and his wife had no children, they adopted 
Anna. 

Anna had attended school in Germany. In Daytona 
she first attended a school on Bay Street. Then a Mrs. 
Edwards, who had a private school on Ridgewood 
Avenue, offered to teach her English in exchange for 
Anna’s teaching her little boy German. Maria Davidson 
Pope (the first white child to be born in Daytona) 
taught her dancing. She remembers that there was one 
store across from where the station is now and one on 
Beach Street—these were all the stores in Daytona at 
that time. 

When Anna was fourteen or fifteen she returned to 
Germany with her uncle and aunt, and they stayed 
there two or three years. After they came back to Day- 
tona she went to Jacksonville, where she met her first 
husband, Fred Williams. They were married in Jack- 
sonville in the summer of 1898. Four children were born 
to Anna and Fred Williams: 

1. Arthur F. Williams, born in Jacksonville. He is 
married and has four children. He lives in Miami. 

2. Fanny Jeruse Williams, born in Fernandina, who 
married Horace Fretwell in Jacksonville and has two 
children. 

3. Fred (Ted), Born in Valdosta, Georgia. He is an 
interior decorator in Daytona Beach. He is not married. 

4. George, born in Jacksonville, now deceased. 

Mrs. Williams later married Murray E. Leitzel in 
Daytona. He is now deceased. 


ROSS A. REEDER 


When Ross A. Reeder came to Miami in 1914, the 
city was still in its infancy. As business manager of 
the Miami Metropolis and one of the leading execu- 
tives of its successor, the Miami Daily News, he con- 
tributed greatly to the community, both through his 
efforts to make his newspaper a vital force for better- 
ment and through his individual activities in welfare 
work. He became one of Miami’s most respected bus- 
iness and civic leaders. 

Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1885, he was a son 
of James Pryor Reeder, who was born November 16, 
1858, in Strawplains, Tennessee, and Katherine Irene 
Howard, who was born in Athens, Tennessee, on De- 
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cember 16, 1863. His father was a prosperous travel- 
ing salesman. Ross Reeder attended public schools at 
Knoxville, Tennessee, later specializing in finance. Be- 
fore coming to Florida he was secretary-treasurer of 
a retail men’s clothing firm in Knoxville. 

He came to Miami in 1914 for his health, being a 
victim of hay fever. In 1915 he joined the Miami 
Metropolis, which was Miami's first newspaper, and 
was its business manager when, in 1923, it was pur- 
chased by ex-Governor James M. Cox, Sr. of Ohio 
and the name changed to Miami Daily News. Mr. 
Reeder became vice-president and general manager 
of the newly organized paper. In 1930, when WIOD 
was opened, he was made secretary-treasurer of both 
the News and the radio station. 

His fondest memories were of the boom days of the 
twenties, when Miami was growing like a young 
giant. The News Tower was being built then and 
business was so good that the newspaper executives 
often hid from prospective advertisers rather than tell 
them that there was no more space available. But the 
“bust” was just around the corner, and Mr. Reeder 
also had memories of when Miami practically shut 
down during the summer. 

He was a director of the Southern Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Association in the early 1920s and in 1932 was 
president and director of the Associated Dailies of 
Florida. As secretary-treasurer of the Miami Daily 
News, he was responsible for organizing the paper’s 
Federal Credit Union in 1935. 

The YMCA was Ross Reeder’s pet project. Having 
been active in the Knoxville YMCA, in 1916 he 
helped to organize the Miami YMCA. He served the 
organization as treasurer, as president for seven years, 
as chairman of the board, and as a director for thirty- 
six years, and was still active in its affairs at the time 
of his death. In 1954 he was given a life membership 
in the YMCA in recognition of his devotion to the 
cause. 

A member of the Rotary Club since 1920, he served 
as president in 1937-38. After his death the Rotary 
Club passed a Resolution which, in addition to listing 
his services, read as follows: 

“Sunday, October 28, 1956, marked the passing from 
our midst of a Great and Gentle Soul—Ross A. 
Reeder—Able Executive, Eminent Humanitarian, Ar- 
dent Christian, Prominent Leader in Community Wel- 
fare, a Loyal Friend to Man... 

“Ross Reeder had an abiding faith in the future of 
Miami, and he lived that faith by giving himself 
wholeheartedly to all worthy civic and welfare activ- 
ities. . . . In every way he exemplified the meaning 
of the Rotary slogan, ‘Service Above Self’. 


“To know Ross Reeder was to love him. His genial 
personality, his keen sense of humor, his kindly con- 
cern for others, endeared him to all. We are the 
richer and the better for having known Ross Reeder. 
His spirit, still with us, will ever be a source of in- 
spiration and increased interest in the better things 
of life. 

“Inscribed in grateful memory of an ever-living 
friend.” 

A memorial fund in honor of Mr. Reeder was set 
up by the Rotary Club for the purpose of aiding the 
YMCA Camp, near Lake Placid. Mr. Reeder had been 
instrumental in getting the acreage for the camp. 






















> Peas , Ne a 


~lovers sncrqeeiy & Raw ; ti Peer ieee te ae or Bil ay ry re MIE ca een satis , 
tn cldosiog aildug hobagtts ; teuedet SR Wor) AigTOe enedt A Jo A TIRATEL AS | 
~98 .soueot oi yeisilatooge satel pra will otliveoaa Y) dtedoxt re f : 


r Lae ; ’ FA Thai c iy - EET ee, 
lo weaned -Wintinose akw sf biol oF Raine orl ye bast ie 940 9 eat ‘ 
sitvxonM ni ond yriietiots wean liste a ; pg A ee 

& Ysied ditlexd sid sob MAi ab ie ot vies ob 
rit odd benigg of Air al weed? ved To iminave” 
big yeqeqewa: fet 2’imeiM ew soidey Blow at ) ; 
“wig aaw ti ES@0 int .asdw veynmadt. aedelagd ah) envy’ Ye. eielttee 1 oY 
oO to 18 x0 Mi evel vomgweti-xe yd bovid> panel yas Faso ote: vt 
SM ewe ylisd esi of bwednio atagy at bas Sean sshoorht Slt i arelisobems oi SOOT 
<eqmnain levers bre jirobleos-nulv atgdoed  wwbssdSl asilinnet ysdiicow sedi Yitent sot bre. 
COIW wow 06% nl «gen bexingie elven oAb Yo sosin e‘endali aint pester tirnpaties il 
died to riwene-yintewas eben mew ad pensoe aew  ayeb yiise ot Yo asinanen vad ; 
one abbey lt bag owe ont yatanneD grudoodasltl at gue) vee ¢ 
wit le aah mood sd? to ow esroment taohued eit sauyuA bar tal te’ ‘soirlos 
yey & edit aniwow eaew inl. riety jeolinews 19%) udnodasifl Yo gevitan -thiod vege 
bre stodkt Hind woiied aaw sowoTl or wit Jaoly -to saw send sroblipd 2 eew mf ye at 
eviueoxy seqngqewan artt Isc boo of enw deere) oF ifiguond asw bere phere view? to. none _— 









































Hak x walt wdier emeilevba eviloageory sow bid patlé val slo wdeyd abholh 
of? 108 .oltinliava aodge deur or enw oxedd dady mods) Mind bad ott ated hae tn oo 
wohsaH aM bee «ome st btueda tnt eow “lod. suriov A, biter bi. has gino Yo 7: 
links yllmaitomg loi sedw Ww anitomenm bad ole betqoba yor resthtlely oe, bad otiw er i 
Suman oh yututh «wo eesti. 
-l asqeqewell argdiuo2 of! lo ywoiortitt non exw oh sinolya al easent9%) al fooste I rye 
dnt adel ot 7 SOF ulna. gveetecier teen E: 2M a aol? loot en ao loodas of 
cnw SESE oi bite 20SEL yrs on m) fiditainoseA evosiail 
1 ratpe fs gol retrtorne.s fh art? Pat 76 bees Py  Tedele . } ae boowsg bit mo loordoe sieving 8 we Y ‘~ 
Oo poiietl fatnioneA echt wtomi> bie Inshiextg ee, Metagre SEs, 
Ae ten it 4 om neha oe. shteall och seginiee. ek Galles sot abe T9ho. 4 
vito termi. orl) to ~alensi-yiaioioe?e eh .ehiaolt + ete ht PINE 52 
eYMjSq off} gnisizuae wl sidienouse aww od esl pre ot i Fab kn sod ay 
CLEL mi abint) dthee) lewhet aerot gad iat ke ye 
Fy" ep OR ry alia ot Ph ntnegah ws SD Rew viet id cone 4 
yrive tl Jet Joy gibbeeH ceo aiw ADMY ad} f 
od B1Ci mi ATIAY silivxund oft dt aioe pvend Py : aap ey bt 
. oh ¢ — 5 yrs 4 ay FI . / » ¢ } » 
94% bovace oH AUMY imei srib apthsy am of benlast fa reac ‘ . 


is, are 
, a 


ery oven it trovpassy wi VoRUeeds 2A 2161 Ld sey YO 


oF bar ‘os imei os uaa 
- "sickd 107 So Wiel & 8H Bey 54 red ais to Stccerr daze “in ea ; bares : cial ieee 


“4 “tis ont de xtiatio. ati né aching LR ace brig nay x Pe é; et 
; , i ah ‘oo oma eedtyathA, 1 
Gisodiagm old a moyig aw aber «Al A tegb. aid tos, ee wd a Ath 
ott of nolteveb vill Jo weltimioue 91 ADM edt hd” > «Soak ua borers ontw 


a) a snow 
boviiss ad OBE -voirie diy) Nd ola $d, thdiciacn AL Xo Be 4 i 
Co silt digal. eit “attA BE-700L ai: Inobiessg. a. “alow EVE 

Betta oF mobtihbe af sightw goltvlowe® o bexesg dal. denne 
 sewollot es base sdolwiwd tisk. > Ont 
Mot giageg silk bodrnin Atl BS radors® | ps rag ae 
A ad6h-Sio2 strat) fee Geen @ lodebin + inal, 
“i honk atio serine tiered ovinueen® uP rine ttbes 
nw seis rt Ashes tnonimeyd ha) raat toob 
anh ot brrpleE aged ® oink 

lo sritsh at ak aut qt cies is foacl s@beatt seo”, 

eeu yrivig yd este? tall bowl od nw 

re mar ype has ofyid. peel a 
yolniaiin off batilgrumes se 
en 
inicoag REE Lint vwal Gt udw vobeot 
~909 “ybitlal vik roenenet Yoonana (p58 ie 
ot 948° OW tie oy nbd’ Broke 
webget) zor veencal gabon vl swash att b 
“ad bes neato & tt inves thir lat Ath? > be; 
age sated pelle gi bie basen. 












- G01 Mined Sis ms i 
ie 


| Wee os ad 2 Pushs pr segeele Livy 
Sal dan ele ee 
a fis ee Ons ayer eg 





(pnts 
4 





WRASSE 
SANSA 


ASK IMG N 





Deceased 1956 


$ ny SsbA 





or worn gr 


mtn > id 
se ter ay 












oe 


“J 
4 


at ee 
eo 


Saal 
~ 


Sn Saale 
Mage 
4 
i 


~~ ea 


my : 
i" y 
| * 
‘ a 
ve rf eA 
; ?} 
i. 2 
a re 
ar ’ 
Pah ? 
=| 
‘ ws m 
- ? 
‘ f 
as ; 
a? “4 
LAr 
=? : 
ee f 


Pe ir keane me, de aa y an 


bing? Che ne > EE, 


RA Ae a 
Re ee 


* 


PARDEE IAL CE LEE A OE ET 


DHE, EAST, COASTs OF sFLORIDA 


He also was an active supporter of the Miami Com- 
munity Chest and the Red Cross. He was a member 
of Mahi Temple Shrine, the Scottish Rite bodies and 
the Knights Templar, and was treasurer and a mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the Knights’ 40th 
triennial conclave, held in Miami in the late 1930s. 
A faithful member of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Miami, he was a past treasurer and deacon of that 
church. 

In Knoxville, Tennesee, Ross A. Reeder married 
Mary Belle Steele, daughter of John Thomas Steele, 
born in Bridgewater, North Carolina, in September 
1856, and Alice Cornelia Naill, who was born in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, April 17, 1865. Mrs. Ross Reeder 
is a writer of ability and has had magazine articles 
published under the name “Marjory Bonner.” 

A son, Howard Steele Reeder, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Reeder in Knoxville on April 21, 1914, is a prom- 
jinent customs broker in Miami. He married Mary 
Elizabeth Parker of Clayton, New York, and Miami. 
They have two sons: Howard Steele Reeder, Jr., born 
in 1938, and Lawrence Montague Reeder, born in 1945. 

Mr. Reeder was survived also by two brothers: Clif- 
ford H., a former city commissioner and twice mayor 
of Miami, and James P. Reeder, Jr., an attorney. 

Although he was a successful businessman, Ross 
Reeder is best remembered by his many friends for 
his gentleness of character, his unfailing courtesy, and 
his regard for and liking of “just plain people.” 


THE ESTILL SISTERS 


One of three sisters who have devoted their lives 
to the health and humanitarian work instituted by Dr. 
John Harvey Kellogg of Battle Creek, Michigan, Miss 
Gertrude Estill was the first of the group to join Dr. 
Kellogg. She witnessed and took part in the tre- 
mendous growth of his ideas as he developed his 
sanitariums, wrote and published fifty medical and 
health books for both the profession and the laity, 
and carried on his extensive humanitarian work. For 
many years she kept herself informed on every sub- 
ject in which the doctor was interested. She took care 
of most of the publishing details and started his social 
work along health education lines in the community. 
In 1930 she came with Dr. Kellogg to open up Miami 
Battle Creek Sanitarium and she served there in an 
administrative capacity for close on thirty years, re- 
tiring in 1959 when the institution became the Palm 
Spa. 

Gertrude Estill was born at Eddington, Pennsyl- 
vania, February 12, 1887. Her parents were Joel 
Smedley Estill, a farmer, born at Hulmeville, Penn- 
sylvania, September 9, 1857, and Sally Magdalene 
Webster of Philadelphia. The family of six children, 
four girls and two boys, were all born in or near 
Philadelphia, and their mother raised them according 
to the advice of Good Health Magazine, the oldest 
health journal in the world, of which Dr. Kellogg was 
editor for seventy years. 

Gertrude received her grammar and high school 
education in Hulmeville and at the age of sixteen 
- went to work in the Pennsylvania branch of Dr. Kel- 
logg’s Battle Creek Sanitarium in Philadelphia, to be- 
gin her training in the business and administration 
phase of hospital and sanitarium work. She subse- 
quently attended Battle Creek College at Battle 


Creek, Michigan, majoring in Physical Education, and 
was graduated with a B.S. degree. 

She was financial secretary to Dr. Kellogg from 
1910 to 1943 and, concurrently with this duty, carried 
on numerous other activities. From 1918 to 1926 she 
was manager of the Modern Medicine Publishing 
Company. In 1928 she organized the Sunshine Center 
Community Service in Battle Creek, Michigan, and 
was its director until 1936. As already mentioned, she 
came to Miami in 1930 to assist in the opening of the 
Miami Battle Creek Sanitarium. She was assistant 
manager there until 1942, when the War Department 
took over the institution for use as an Air Force 
Command station. The staff returned to Michigan and 
came back to Miami in 1945 when the sanitarium re- 
verted to private control. At that time Miss Gertrude 
became its general manager or administrator. She 
was also secretary of the Board of Trustees and Di- 
rector of Physical Education at Miami Battle Creek. 
In 1959 her nephew, W. C. (Cliff) Herrell, then State 
Representative from Dade County, now Senator, took 
over the management, and the name was changed to 
Palm Spa. : 

The name “Battle Creek” to many people signifies 
a concept of good taste and good nutrition in foods 
made of grains and vegetables. Miami Battle Creek 


- was a quiet, efficiently run institution where people 


went for rest and rehabilitation and to lose or gain 
weight on specifically prepared dishes that tasted as 
good as they looked. An implicit believer in the teach- 
ings of Dr. Kellogg, Miss Gertrude herself eats no 


' meat. 


Co-executives in her sanitarium work were her two 
sisters, the Misses Mabel and Angie Estill. Miss Mabel 
studied nursing at the Washington Sanitarium and 
graduated from Washington Missionary College with 
a BS. degree. During Dr. Kellogg’s lifetime she was, 
for many years, in charge of his operating room. She 
was Director of Nursing at Miami Battle Creek until 
she was injured in a fall several years ago. She is a 
member of nursing organizations, garden clubs, and 
other humanitarian groups and devotes much of her 
time to the Dorcas Society, a welfare organization af- 
filiated with the Seventh Day Adventist Church. Miss 
Mabel, who is the eldest of the sisters, made a home 
for her three nieces and nephews when they lost their 
mother, the youngest of the four Estill girls. 

The third sister of the group, Miss Angie Estill, was 
Director of Dietetics at Miami Battle Creek and is 
vice president of the Board of Trustees. She majored 
in Dietetics and Home Economics at Battle Creek Col- 
lege, from which she was graduated with a B.S. de- 
gree and later received an honorary M.S. degree for 
special work in the field of Dietetics. She is a member 
of the American Dietetic Association. Miss Angie is 
author of “Favorite Recipes of Miami Battle Creek,” 
published in 1958—a cookbook which contains recipes 
for many of the institution’s meat-substitute dishes. 
It is believed to be the first cookbook to list the cal- 
oric value of each serving in proteins, fats and car- 
bohydrates and also the known chief minerals and 
vitamins in each serving. 

Miss Angie’s sideline is gardening. She is a past 
president of Miami Springs Garden Club. Her orchids 
and roses are famous. She is an accredited member 
of Florida Council of Flower Show Judges and a life 
member of the National Federation of Garden Clubs; 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


also a member of the American Orchid Society, South 
Florida Orchid Society, American Rose Society, and 
Fairchild Tropical Gardens, Inc. 

At its annual banquet in 1959 the Miami Springs 
Chamber of Commerce honored Miss Gertrude Estill 
for her numerous contributions to community better- 
ment. She is Director of Health and Welfare for the 
Women’s Division of the Miami-Dade County Cham- 
ber of Commerce, a member of the Miami-Dade 
County Welfare Planning Board, the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club of Miami Springs, past 
president of the Hialeah-Miami Springs Soroptimist 
Club, president of the Greater Miami W.C.T.U since 
1950 and Legislative Director of the Florida State 
W.C.T.U. She organized the John Harvey Kellogg 
Health Club in Miami Springs, is vice president of the 
Miami Springs-Hialeah Golden Age Club, and a trus- 
tee of the Race Betterment Foundation, Battle Creek, 
Michigan. She is listed in the first edition of Marquis’ 
“Who’s Who Among American Women” and in “Who’s 
Who in the South and Southwest.” 

The sisters live together in Miami Springs and also 
maintain a home at Battle Creek, Michigan, where 
they usually spend the summer. 


WILLIAM CLIFFORD HERRELL 


The present owner-manager of Palm Spa, suc- 


cessor to Miami Battle Creek Sanatarium in Miami 


Springs, William Clifford Herrell is now serving in 
the Florida State Senate, having completed six years 
of distinguished service in the Legislature as a Repre- 
sentative of Dade County. Mr. Herrell is also a di- 
rector of two banks, the Hialeah-Miami Springs Bank 
and the Airport Bank of Miami. He is listed in “Who's 
Who in the South and Southwest” by Marquis. 

Born in Battle Creek, Michigan, June 11, 1915, he 
is a son of William Henry and Abbie (Estill) Herrell. 
His mother was born near Philadelphia; his father 
in Oakton, Virginia. Cliff Herrell, as he is known 
among his friends, received his early education in 
schools of Michigan and North Carolina and was 
graduated from Cedar Lake High School, Michigan, 
in 1933 as president of his class. He then attended 
Emmanuel Missionary College at Berrien Springs, 
Michigan. Later he studied accounting in Chicago, 


hotel management at the Lewis Hotel School in 


Washington, D. C., and languages at the Miami School 
of Languages in Miami Springs. He also attended 
the University of Miami while working in Miami 
Springs. 

He came to Miami in 1934 as an employee of Dr. 
John Harvey Kellogg’s Miami Battle Creek Sani- 
tarium. In 1942 he entered the United States Army 
and served in the Tank Corps of the Armored Di- 
vision. He was attending Officers Candidate School 
at Fort Knox in 1945 when he was released from 


_the service to rehabilitate Miami Battle Creek Sani- 


Bes 


tarium, which had been taken over by the Army in 
1942. 

On his return in 1945, Mr. Herrell became business 
Manager, treasurer and a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Sanitarium and continued as such 
until 1959, when Miami Battle Creek went out of 
business. As owner of the estate, he became president 
and manager of the health resort when it re-opened 
under the name of Palm Spa. 

Mr. Herrell’s political career began in 1946, when 
he was appointed to fill a vacancy in the Miami 
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Springs Town Council, to which office he was elected 
in 1948 and re-elected a number of times thereafter. 
When a vacancy in the office of Mayor of Miami 
Springs occurred in 1950, he was appointed to fill 
that vacancy, and was elected in 1952 for a four-year 
term. To that office he brought back.a lost art in 
municipal government—the increase of service and 
reduction of taxes. In 1954 he was president of 
the Dade County League of Municipalities and during 
his term this organization was first chartered. He 
instigated the uniform building code for Dade County, 
later adopted by Metro, and was a member of the 
Miami Metropilitan Study Board which paved the 
way for the present Metro government. 

In November of 1954 Mr. Herrell was elected to 
the Florida House of Representatives from Dade 
County, and was re-elected in 1956 and 1958. In 
1958 he was elected Chairman of the powerful and 
important Florida Legislative Council, comprised of 
eight Senators and eight members of the House, who 
handle interim legislative problems. He later served 
as Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee 
and as Chairman of the Florida Legislative Investi- 
gation Committee. 


Some of his major interests during his time in the 
Legislature have been: Good business principles in 
government, with the emphasis on efficiency rather 
than increased taxes; improved educational facilities; 
public safety on the highways; and a new Consti- 
tution, He was adjudged an outstanding legislator 
by the Miami Herald and the Miami Daily News. 
On March 1, 1958, he was the recipient of the annual 
Good Government Award presented by the Hialeah 
Junior Chamber of Commerce and the same year 
received the Good Government Award from the State 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. 


In the 1960 election he won a seat in the State 
Senate, in which he is now serving. He is currently 
serving as Chairman of the Continuing Interim Fi- 
nance and Tax Committee and also as Vice Chairman 
of the Continuing Appropriations Committee. 

On July 11, 1959, Mr. Herrell became the first white 
man to be initiated into the Miccosukee tribe of the 
Florida Seminole Indians in 160 years. The initiation 
took place before some 2,000 persons at the Deauville 
Hotel, Miami Beach, on the occasion of the annual 
installation dinner of the Hialeah-Miami Springs 
Chamber of Commerce. During the colorful ceremony 
Mr. Herrell was presented with an eagle feather by 
members of the Indian tribe and was given a name 
which means “Brave Man Under Fire”, and a scroll 
reading, “To the big man who watches over the 
pointed land. We hope he will be the next governor.” 

Mr. Herrell is a director of the Race Betterment 
Foundation of Battle Creek, Michigan; a member of 
Hialeah-Miami Springs Lions Club and the Miami 
Springs American Legion Post #117. He and his 
wife attend the Episcopal Church. 


Mrs. Herrell is the former Evelyn J. Harrell who 
was born in Ludington, Michigan, January 23, 1915. 
She and Mr. Herrell were college sweethearts and 
were married at South Bend, Indiana, on January 
5, 1935. They have a son and a daughter: William 
C, Herrell, Jr., born in Miami Springs in 1936, and 
Judy Kaye, born in Miami in 1948; a granddaughter, 
Mary Evelyn Herrell, born in Miami on May 9, 1960, 
and a grandson, William C. Herrell, III, born in July, 
1961. 
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LINNIE KINSMAN BLACK, D.O. 


Retired since 1954, Dr. Linnie K. Black was a 
practicing osteopathic physician in Miami for thirty- 
one years. Her husband, the late Dr. John Russel 
Black, was a medical doctor as well as a doctor of 
osteopathy. 

Born in Cumberland, Wisconsin, June 15, 1885, 
Linnie Kinsman Black is a daughter of Ai Nelson 
Kinsman and Mattie M. Foster. Her mother was 
born in Mendota, Illinois, October 13, 1863; her father 
in Wisconsin November 19, 1854. He was a florist in 
Austin, Minnesota, from 1892 until his death in 1942, 
and was the foremost grower of roses and carnations 
in Minnesota, For several years he grew and shipped 
asperagus plumosus from Miami, where he also had a 
nursery, 

Linnie Kinsman attended grammar school and high 
school in Austin, Minnesota, and Winona Normal 
School in Winona, Minnesota, from which she was 
graduated in 1905. She taught school in Minnesota for 
one year and then entered Madison College in Madi- 
son, Tennessee, While attending college she met her 
future husband, John Russel Black, who was born 
at Washburn, Illinois, May 7, 1886. They were married 
at Austin, Minnesota, on January 1, 1912, the 30th 
anniversary of her parents’ wedding, and by the 
same minister. 

After spending nine years in a sanitarium at Madi- 
son, Tennessee, as a nurse, Mrs. Black, with her 
husband, attended the American School of Osteopathy 
at Kirksville, Missouri. She was graduated in 1918 
and began her practice as an osteopathic physician in 
Maryville, Tennessee, where she remained for five 
years. She and her husband came to Miami in 1923 
and set up their practice there together. Her husband 
died August 11, 1955. 

Having no children of her own, Dr. Black’s interests 
now center about the family of her late brother, 
Calvin D. Kinsman, who took over his father’s 
nursery business in Miami in 1924. His son, Dr. Calvin 
T. Kinsman (who also is an osteopathic physician). with 
his wife, Betty Russel Kinsman, and their children, 
Linda, Shirley and Deborah, share the home of Dr. 
Black. 


Dr. Black is a membér of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Everglades Chapter, Miami; the 
Fairchild Tropical Gardens, Inc.; and the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, Miami. She travels abroad ex- 
tensively and when at home devotes herself to her 
church and philanthropic work. 


DR. BERTHA FOSTER 


As founder of the present Miami Conservatory of 
Music, a founder of the University of Miami and 
the first dean of its School of Music, and as founder- 
president of the Musicians Club of America, Dr. 
Bertha Foster has helped to enrich the lives of 
thousands in Miami and elsewhere in the United 
States. Possessed of a warm and striking personality 
and a keen wit, she is admired and loved by all who 
know her. 

A daughter of William Alvin and Annie Barker 
Foster, Bertha Foster was born in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Her father was an attorney in Indiana before 
moving to Florida, where he was a Judge and Mayor 
of South Miami. In his earlier life he had studied 
medicine and received the M.D. degree, and during 
World War I he served as a psychological examiner. 


[426] 


Bertha Foster studied music at the Cincinnati 


College of Music and also was a student of William 


Wolstenholme in London, England. In 1905 she taught 
music at the Lucy Cobb Institute in Athens, Georgia, 
and in 1907 she was a teacher of music at the State 
College for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, In 1909 
she founded the School of Musical Art in Jacksonville, 
Florida, and was a director of the school. During 
World War I she served in France on an lle Mao 
ment unit of the YMCA. 

Coming to Miami in 1921, she founded she Miami 
Conservatory of Music that year. She was one of 
the original signers of the University of Miami 
charter in 1925. In 1926 she became Dean of the 
School of Music at that university and continued 
as such until 1943, when she became Dean Emeritus. 
In 1951 she was awarded the degree of Doctor of 
Music by the University of Miami. 

From 1921 to 1943 Dr. Foster was organist and 
choirmaster at Trinity Episcopal Church in Miami 
and from 1943 to 1955 served in the same capacity at 
All Souls Episcopal Church, Miami Beach. 

It was in 1939 that she founded the Musicians 
Club of America, located in Coral Gables, as a na- 
tional home for retired musicians. Before she her- 
self retires she hopes to see the home sufficiently 
well endowed to carry on its work for the years to 
come, This dream was partly realized in 1959, when 
the mortgages on the club-home and its other prop- 
erties were burned. 


In May of 1959 the mayors of Miami, Coral Gables 
and Miami Beach joined in proclaiming National 
Music Week as “Dr. Bertha Foster Music Week.” 
During this week-long observance Dr. Foster received 
thousands of testimonial letters in recognition of 
her splendid contributions in the field of music and 
for her humanitarianism in founding the home for 
retired musicians. She was named the “Outstanding 
Woman of the Year” by the Women’s Division of the 
Miami-Dade County Chamber of Commerce. More 
than a dozen concerts, recitals and other events were 
held in her honor by different groups or organiza- 
tions. The University of Miami sponsored a_ half- © 
hour telecast over WTVJ and a radio program over 
Station WGBS as a tribute to Dr. Foster. At a testi- 
monial supper at the Everglades Hotel on May 10th, 
the following tribute was paid her: 


“Tonight we are paying homage to Dr. Bertha 
Foster for thirty years of distinguished service to 
the musical and cultural development of this com- 
munity. Her achievements over this period have been 
many and of far-reaching significance . . . To those 
who know and love her, it is characteristic of Dr. 
Foster that she should think first of others, and it 
is for this endearing trait.that we salute her tonight— 
a great lady.” 


At this supper a fund of $7,000 was raised for the 
benefit of the Musicians Club of America. 

Dr, Foster is a member and former president of 
the Florida State Federation of Music Clubs; former 
president of the Florida State Music Teachers’ As- 
sociation; an honorary member of the Miami Music 
Club, the Coral Gables Music Club, the Jacksonville 
Musicale, and the honorary music sorority, Sigma 
Alpha Iota; also a member of Chi Omega college 
sorority. She is listed in Marquis’ “Who’s Who in the 
South” and Who’s Who Among Women of the South- 
east.” 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


LANDELLE TRIVETTE 


Among the most remarkable artists, and women, 
of our time—remarkable in more than one way—is 
Landelle Trivette, nationally known harpsichordist, 
who owns one of the rarest harpsichords in existence, 
an authentic Pleyel, over 200 years old, sister to the 
harpsichord that once belonged to George Washington, 
which is now in the Smithsonian Institute in Wash- 
ington, D. C. Mme, Trivette also plays the piano, the 
organ, the lute and three old violas which she has 
in her possession. As a musician she composes, 
teaches, coaches, lectures, gives costume recitals and 
plays in Bach recitals. 

Her talents are not limited to music. She has been 
a wood carver since she was nine yers old, having 
learned this art from her mother, and has done some 
sculpture also. She makes the tiny tools used in 
repairing the harpsichord, and the leather picks which 
are used to pluck the strings. She has written many 
beautiful lyric poems. After her husband died she 
wrote, “Music Holds Thee in My Heart.” When com- 
missioned by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
write a patriotic composition, she composed the “A. 
B. Victory March”, which was considered the best 
patriotic march published during World War II. She 
was poet laureate of the Bartholomew School. Some of 
the cantatas which she composed have been published 
under these titles: “Jeptha’s Daughter’, “The New 
Year”, “David’s Harp” and “Easter”. 

Always athletic, she used to play tennis and do 
fancy figure skating, and still loves to swim. She is 
an early riser and either takes a swim at sunrise or 
goes for a five mile ride on her bicycle, accompanied 
by her Weimarner dog. She is solid and strong with 
supple fingers and the weight and measurements of 
a Miss America. And she is eighty-two! 

Landelle Trivette (her maiden and_ professional 
name) was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, January 12, 
1879. Her father, Rev. Robert Curtis Trivette, was 
a descendant of nobles in France and of scientists 
and philosophers of ancient Greece. He was born in 
1858. Her mother, Mary Landell Trivette, born in 
1860, was a descendant of Sir David Thompson, ex- 
plorer of Canada and northwestern United States. 
He was knighted by Queen Victoria for his discovery 
of the mineral wealth in Canada, Mary Landelle 
Trivette was a highly talented woman who won 
national recognition for her murals and her wood 
carvings at the Chicago World’s Fair and the Atlanta 
Exposition, Mme. Trivette is also a direct descendant 
of Elder Brewster, preacher of the Mayflower. 

In Cincinnati Miss Trivette was graduated from the 
strict Bartholomew Episcopal School which was 
founded by President Taft’s family and attended by 
three generations of Tafts. Her musical education 
was obtained at the College of Music at Cincinnati, 
where she was a scholarship honor student. 

At the Church of the Good Shepard, Norwood, 
Ohio, (a church founded by her mother, who gave 
years of work to carve the altar, other chancel 
furniture and beams of the church) in October, 
1901, Landelle Trivette married Julius Leonard 
Parke, who was born at New Harmony, Indiana, 
November 10, 1875. He was a direct descendant of 
Robert Owen, philanthropist of New Harmony fame, 
and son of Charles A. and Nina Owen Parke, both 
natives of Indiana. His father, a graduate of Yale 
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and Heidelberg universities, was a bank president. 
Julius L. Parke had degrees from Yale, Columbia, 
and one year at Massachusetts Institute of Technoloy. 
He was a professor of Architecture at the University 
of Michigan and designed many Carnegie libraries 
throughout the country, At the University of Michigan 
he was also professor of éello. 

Three children were born of this marriage: Robert 
Mabie Parke, born at Louisville, Kentucky, July 29, 
1902; Lorraine Trivette Parke, born at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, March 20, 1907; and Julius Leonard Parke, 
born at Detroit, Michigan, July 24, 1909, after his 
father’s death. 

Following the death of her husband, Mrs. Parke 
went to Detroit to settle there and rear her children, 
supporting them and herself by her musical profession. 
She was one of the founders of the Detroit Institute 
of Musical Art and the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. 
Since that time she has given performances in all 
the leading colleges and institutes of this country. 
She played as ‘many as seven return engagements 
in one city and was kept busy traveling all over the 
United States and Canada. Starting when he was 
five years old, her son Leonard traveled with his 
mother, giving violin concerts, and was hailed as a 
child wonder by the music masters. He. afterwards 
played cello and viola da gamba in concerts with his 
mother. 

The name Pleyel is to the harpsichord what Strad- 
ivarius is to the violin. Pleyel was the greatest of 
harpsichord makers and made all the instruments 
used in the royal courts of Europe. Mme. Trivette’s 
instrument was used in the Court of Louis XV. Of 
rosewood inlaid with sandalwood, it is eight feet in 
length and weighs 1,000 pounds. It has two manuals 
and six pedals, which give great variety of dynamics 
and timbre and a volume sufficient to fill a large 
auditorium. 

Mme. Trivette is a graceful and expert performer 
upon this unusual and intricate instrument. When she 
played it at the National Music Teachers Association 
Convention in Washington, D. C., at the Washington’s 
Birthday Bicentennial in 1932, Deems Taylor, noted 
critic and composer, described her concert as tran- 
scending anything he had ever heard. Quaint and 
lovely are the melodies drawn from this instrument 
when she begins to play, and it needs no fertile 
imagination to be swung back to the days when the 
arts walked hand in hand with nobility. Music of 
the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries comes to life, subtly 
aided by the authentic period costumes which Mme. 
Trivette wears for her concerts. Heirloom lace and 
jewels, handed down to her through her family, are 
used in these costumes. One piece of lace once be- 
longed to Martha Washington. 

In Florida Mme. Trivette has held concerts at 
Rollins College, Stetson University and Barry College, 
as well as a benefit concert in Miami for the Mu- 
sicians Club of America. With the Philharmonic 
Orchestra in Miami she played the Bach Brandenburg 
Concerto—probably the first time in this country that 
it was played as it was written, using harpsichord 
and trumpet instead of piano and tenor saxophone. 

On being asked if she ever had gone on a European 
tour, Mme. Trivette sobered, then replied, “How many 
times I prepared for a European concert tour! But 
it was either a birth or a death that postponed it— 
and finally a devasting automobile accident that 
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nearly demolished me. I knew then that I was not 
to go—ever.” Following the accident, her doctor 
ordered her to Florida. She has had more than an 
average share of sorrow in her life. There was the 
early death of her husband, before the birth of her 
last child. Then her daughter, an outstanding harpist 
at fourteen, lost her life by influenza at twenty-one. 
Her son Leonard, who was being trained as a Com- 
mando in the United States Army in World War II, 
died of a back injury July 24, 1946. Out of these 
sorrows came her lovely song, “Music Holds Thee 
in My Heart.” 


“No love e’er taught my heart to know 
Those heavenly flights when spirit wings 
Until the magic of thy bow 

Made melodies on mystic strings. 

Viol and harpsichord entwine— 

The lead is thine and then ’tis mine; 
Thou leadest now from worlds afar; 
Alone I play, and watch thy star. 

And though I wait a thousand years 
To journey on, from thee apart, 

Sweet hope a rainbow makes of tears 
And music holds thee in my heart.” 


Mme. Trivette’s oldest son, Robert M. Parke, is an 
M.A. graduate of the University of Michigan and an 
authority on molybdenum and tungsten. He joined 
the General Electric Research Laboratory in 1952, and 
now serves as manager of the Materials Application 
and Evaluation Section. He is a widely known au- 
thority on refractory metals, transformations in steel 
and metal processing, and has served as a civilian 
advisor to the Army, Navy, and Office of Scientific 
Research and Development. For his helpful contri- 
bution in metallurgical research he was decorated 
by Secretary Forrestal and General Patton. 


In an old Spanish home furnished with antiques 
and works of art, Mme. Trivette now resides, ex- 
ercising the artistic pursuits that make up her life. 
In addition to carrying out local programs, she goes 
north every August and Christmas to play concerts. 
She has a rare collection of old music, including 
original manuscripts, published and unpublished. She 
is listed in Sigmund Spaeth’s “Music and Dance in 
the Southeastern States”, for which she has con- 
tributed an article on “A Rare Instrument.” 


CHARLES WARREN MURRAY 


A noteworthy benefactor of the City of Miami in its 
formative years was Charles Warren Murray, who 
served as City Engineer form 1916 to 1921, and as Di- 
rector of Public Service and Public Welfare from 1921 
to 1923. 

Son of Amos Washington Murray and Emma (Ander- 
son) Murray, he was born at Fort Valley, Georgia, 
September 27, 1869. After his preliminary education in 
the public schools of Georgia, he continued study along 
academic lines at Mercer University; then transferred 
to Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, where 
he completed the Civil Engineering course in three 
years and was graduated from the Department of Civil 
Engineering in the class of 1890. 

He commenced work that same year as assistant engi- 
neer for the Ohio and West Virginia Extension, Norfolk 
and Western Railway, and held that position until 1892. 
During that time he had many experiences in the moun- 
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tains of West Virginia, at one time risking his life to 
go to the aid of a man wounded in a fight between the 
Hatfields and the McCoys, whose feud extended over 
a period of many years. 

Next came eight years of general engineering work, 
and in 1900, Mr. Murray accepted the position of divi- 
sion engineer for the Atlanta and Birmingham Railway, 
with offices in Montgomery, Alabama. Three years later 
he became City Engineer of Americus, Georgia, where 
he lived for four years, until he became a construction 
engineer in charge of waterworks and sewers, having 
contracts in many towns in South Georgia and Florence, 
South Carolina, working for several years with the 
J. B. McCrary Company of Atlanta. 

In May of 1915, Mr. Murray moved his family to 
Miami, where he had come in 1914, to work with J. J. 
Quinn Construction Company. In 1916, he was appointed 
City Engineer for the City of Miami and held that posi- 
tion five years, after which he became Director of Pub- 
lic Service and Public Welfare for two years. 

During these years, from 1916 through 1923, the City 
of Miami executed an extensive program of public 
improvements, including about eighty miles of sewers, 
as much paving, and the extension of the city docks. 
The present harbor line, giving the city sufficient space 
for beautiful Bayfront Park, was established according 
to plans made by Mr. Murray, who appeared before the 
United States Government Engineers to secure approval 
for the extension fill. During the 1926 hurricane, Bay- 
front Park acted as a wonderful buffer for downtown 
Miami, catching hundreds of boats which otherwise 
would have crashed into the hotels and other buildings 
along Bayfront Boulevard. 

Mr. Murray’s thorough knowledge of his profession 
and his careful attention to details won him recognition 
as an authority on engineering problems. Because of 
the perfect records he kept in the Engineering Depart- 
ment, the Department of Finance was able to collect 
millions of dollars for the City of Miami for sidewalks, 
sewers and other improvements, which would other- 
wise have been lost. He also built the municipal electric 
plant at Homestead, Florida, and did engineering work 
in Fort Pierce and Indrio. 

His love for his adopted state and city led Mr. Mur- 
ray to buy several park sites for the growing city, 
whose phenomenal future expansion he foresaw. He 
urged the widening of Flagler Street and the arcading 
of the entire business district from the railroad tracks 
to the bay, but property owners could not be persuaded 
to give up the ten or more feet on each side of the 
street. 

Interested in keeping abreast with scientific progress, 
Mr. Murray was a member of the American Society of 
Engineers and the Florida Society of Engineers, the 
American Association for Municipal Improvements and 
the American Association of Port Authorities. He also 
was a member of the Miami Rotary Club, Miami 
Anglers, the Vanderbilt Alumni Association and Phi 
Delta Theta fraternity. 


In 1897 in Cordele, Georgia, Charles Warren Murray 
married Mis Clara Irene Davis of that city, daughter of 
Mr. James Monroe Davis and Josephine Shipp Davis. 
Mrs. Murray and one daughter, Miss Mary Ruth Mur- 
ray, live at 1326 Southwest First Street, Miami, in the 
home Mr. Murray built in 1919. The elder daughter, 
Emily, married Herbert O. Vance in 1925, and lives in 
Coral Gables. 

Mr. Murray suffered a heart attack in 1926. Although 
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THE EAST COAST -OF FLORIDA 


he was a partial invalid after that, he continued with 
his work for the Pittsburgh Testing Laboratories until 
his death in 1931. Mr. Murray was a great humanitarian 
and he helped many persons of all ages in various ways 
throughout his busy and unselfish life. 


CHARLES E. BUKER 


Charles E. Buker, president of The Hialeah-Miami 
Springs Bank, started his banking career in 1921 as a 
$40-a-month “runner” for an Atlanta bank. Today he 
heads the oldest state bank in Greater Miami—one 
which continually keeps pace with the busy area it 
serves. Located in the center of one of America’s fast- 
est-growing areas, the bank, oldest state institution 
and second oldest bank in Miami, has over 30,000 de- 
positors, resources of $40,000,000 and a staff of 200. 

The new banking house is a far cry from the small 
stucco building in which it started in 1925. Since then, 
it weathered the hurricane of 1926, collapse of the Flor- 
ida boom, the bank holiday and depression, and twenty 
sleepy years in which the cities the bank serves had 
populations ranging from 700 to 4,500 persons. But in 
1947 this sleepy life changed. One of the most fantastic 
building programs ever seen in Florida started in the 
Hialeah-Airport area. New homes started to spring up, 
Miami International Airport began to grow, and in- 
dustry began flocking to the Hialeah area. 

Out from Miami’s First National Bank came Charles 
E. Buker, Miami resident since 1910, to assume control. 
He assembled an executive team which successfully 
handled the problems arising from the area’s growth 
and still managed to retain the Hialeah-Miami Springs 
Bank’s air of friendship. 

Buker, whose family brought him here from Hemp- 
stead, New York, began his business career as a news- 
boy, delivering papers to early-day Miami residents. 
Educated in Miami schools, Georgia Tech, and the 
American Institute of Banking, he returned here in 
1923 to accept a position with the Bank of Bay Bis- 
cayne. 

He then went to the First National Bank, progressing 
from assistant cashier to become a director of the bank. 
It was here he hired the first women bank officers in 
the Greater Miami area, a policy he took with him to 
the Hialeah bank, which has eight woman officers. 

At the Hialeah-Miami Springs Bank, Buker looked 
ahead. The bank’s new building, opened in 1950, was 
designed for future years. Almost every year a new 
department or enlargement has been carried out in ac- 
cordance with the long-range plan. Latest is the open- 
ing of an enlarged credit department on the second 
floor—written in the bank’s plans over ten years ago. 

Even the growth of the surrounding area was taken 
into consideration. Walk-up and drive-in windows line 
both sides and the rear of the building, accounting for 
over 40% of the bank’s volume. 

The consumer service department not only has an 
active loan division, but offers all commercial services. 
Over 18,000 personal checking accounts are serviced by 
the bank, which operates both a day and night shift to 


handle the new electronic accounting department. 


An active executive training program is one of Bu- 
ker’s pet projects, with junior officers being sent to 
American Institute of Banking training schools each 
summer. 

Three years ago, Charles E. Buker and a group of 
associates entered on another project. His group was 


selected to operate the Airport Bank of Miami—first 


oe 
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independent bank at a United States airport. Drawing 
on the years of experience of the group, The Airport 
Bank of Miami, of which Mr. Buker is president, paid 
a dividend during its first year of operation. 

Mr. Buker is married to the former Nell Hamlett of 
Atlanta. A son, Charles E. Buker, Jr., is a Miami at- 
torney, and his daughter, Archlynn, is married to Wil- 
liam A. Clot, president of the Peninsular Armature 
Works. 


EMILY MURRAY VANCE 


One of the few women who have had the honor of 
being chosen Florida’s “Mother of the Year,” Mrs. 
Herbert O. Vance of Coral Gables was the unanimous 
choice of the five-member state committee that selected 
her. A citation from the American Mothers Committee, 
which names the American Mother of the Year from 
among the state winners, was presented to Mrs. Vance 
by Governor LeRoy Collins on April 25, 1958. 

State and National Mothers of the Year are chosen 
each year as symbols of ideal motherhood “to emphasize 
the importance of the role of mother in the home, the 
community, the nation and the world.” To be chosen for 
this honor a mother must meet the following qualifica- 
tions: She must be a successful mother, as evidenced by 
the character and achievements of her children. She 
must be an active member of a religious body. She must 
possess the traits of courage, cheerfulness, patience, af- 
fection, kindnes, understanding, and must have home- 
making ability. She must exemplify in her life and con- 
duct the precepts of the Golden Rule. And she must have 
a sense of responsibility in civic affairs and be active in 
service for the public benefit. 

That Mrs. Vance amply fulfills all of these qualifica- 
tions is attested to by the enthusiastic testimony of her 
many friends who warmly congratulated her on re- 
ceiving this honor. 

Emily Murray was born in Cordele, Georgia, Fab- 
uary 27, 1900, daughter of Charles Warren and Irene 
(Davis) Murray. Her father, who died in 1931, was born 
in Fort Valley, Georgia, September 27, 1867. His sketch 
precedes. Emily’s mother was born at Cottage Mills, 
Georgia, November 23, 1874, and is still living, now 
residing in Miami. 

Her family having moved to Miami in 1915, Emily 
completed her high school education at Miami High 
School in 1916, took a business course the following 
summer, and studied later two summers at Columbia 
University, New York City. 

She did secretarial work for several years; then joined 
the staff of the Miami Metropolis, now the Miami News, 
working first as a society writer, then as a special fea- 
ture writer. She was put in charge of WQAM’s radio 
program and news, becoming the first program director 
of Miami’s first radio station. Later she was society edi- 
tor for the Miami Tribune and in 1924 she joined Steve 
Hannigan in starting the Miami Beach News Bureau, 
at the invitation of Mr. C. W. Chase who was associated 
with Carl Graham Fisher. 

In 1928 Mrs. Vance joined the Everglades Chapter 
of the D.A.R. and served as their yearbook editor, his- 
torian, secretary and publicity chairman. She is a past 
Regent of the Coral Gables Chapter of the D.A.R. 

She was organizing president of the Miami-Yulee 
Chapter of the U.D.C. in 1947, and served as Florida 
Division Secretary, also as First Vice-President and 
President of the Florida Division. 
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From 1940 to 1946 she served as Public Information 
Chairman for the Dade County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross, and for more than ten years was on the Red 
Cross Board. She is a past president of the Florida Divi- 
sion. She has also served as a Gray Lady in the Army 
and Air Force hospitals. 

Moving to Coral Gables in 1942, she became active in 
the Coral Gables Woman’s Club, Garden Club, League 
of Women Voters, and Association for the United Na- 
tions. 

Active also in PTA work, she was president of the 
Ponce de Leon High School PTA in 1948 and helped to 
raise $4,000 for band uniforms. She also served as presi- 
dent of Riverside PTA. 

In 1952 she was made president of the Royal Poin- 
ciana Festival, serving until 1958. She served es chairman 
of the first Dade County Committee for Educational 


_ Television. As president of Sigma Kappa Sorority 


Alumnae, she headed a corporation to raise $25,000 for 


a chapter suite at the University of Miami. 

She is a board member of the University of Miami 
Symphony Club; a charter member and director of the 
Historical Association of Southern Florida; a charter 
member of Chapter E, Florida P.E.O. Sisterhood; a Pen- 
woman; a member of the Miami Panhellenic Associa- 
tion; and is active in St. Hilda’s Chapter of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of St. Philip’s Episcopal Church. 

On September 9, 1925, Emily Murray married Herbert 
O. Vance, whose sketch follows. Mr. and Mrs. Vance 
are the parents of three daughters: Emily Jo (Jo), Mary 
Herbert, and Eveline (Eve). All attended Miami schools 
and taught swimming at summer camps during their 
vacations. Jo, now Mrs. A. H. Massey, Jr., of Orange, 
Connecticut, earned a Master’s degree in Bacteriology 
at the University of Tennessee. Mary Herbert, now Mrs. 
C. R. Powell, former bacteriologist at the Marine Lab- 
oratory of the University of Miami, received her B.S. 
degree from the University of Miami, her M.S. from 
the University of Texas, and is now getting her Ph.D. in 
Marine Microbiology at the University of Texas. Eve 
majored in Political Science at Duke University and 
taught in elementary school until her daughter, Terry 
Lynn, was born in 1957. She is the wife of Dr. B. Joe 
Wilder, former resident surgeon at the Veterans Hos- 
pital in Coral Gables, now practicing in Fernandiana 
Beach, Florida. 

The large colonial home of the Vances on Santa Maria 
Street, Coral Gables, was always filled with young 
people when the girls were growing up. There Emily 
Murray Vance, Florida’s vivacious and energetic 
Mother of the Year for 1958, is always the gracious 
hostess, lending her home for social events to the many 
groups with which she is affiliated. 


HERBERT OSCAR VANCE 


The late Herbert Oscar Vance of Coral Gables, who 
for many years was president of R. R. Kerr Company, 
one of the largest tomato growers in southeast Florida, 
was born in North Braddock, Pennsylvania, August 7, 
1896, son of William John and Mary (Meyers) Vance. 

His father was born in Upland, Pennsylvania, near 
Chester, March 1, 1854. He was a graduate of Sharon 
Academy, Sharon, Wisconsin, and first taught in a 
country school. Later, he was a steel mill worker, plate 
glass manufacturer, banker and lumberman. He took 
Part in the supervision of the Braddock (Pennsylva- 
Nia) Library, Carnegie’s first; hired the first librarian 
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and helped select the first books. He also was active 
in city politics. In 1910, he moved with his family to 
Valley Park, Missouri, where he was secretary and 
general manager of the Monongahela Light and Power 
Company, also secretary and treasurer of St. Louis 
Plate Glass Company. He died at Valley Park, Mis- 
souri. On December 23, 1880, he married Mary Meyers, 
who was born in Brinton, Pennsylvania, April 20, 1860. 

Herbert O. Vance graduated from Kirkwood High 
School in Kirkwood, Md., and had two years at the 
University of Missouri. Enlisting in the United States 
Army at the University of Missouri, where a company 
was made up of the ROTC, he served two years over- 
seas in World War I. He was a corporal in Battery F, 
128th Field Artillery, 35th Division. 

Following his return to civilian life, Mr. Vance spent 
a year in the oil fields in Texas, 1920-21. He had made 
his first visit to Miami in 1917 and returned in 1921, 
becoming associated with his brother-in-law, Guy 
Stoms, in the J. A. MacDonald Lumber Company and 
the Magic City Lumber Company, of which he was 
manager. He later entered the citrus and tomato grow- 
ing business. For ten years preceding his death (April 
25, 1960) he was associated with Tide Tomato Growers, 
Inc., with offices in Perrine and Fort Pierce. He also 
was secretary and treasurer of the Ideal Holding Com- 
pany in Perrine and Fort Pierce. 

Mr. Vance was a member of Harvey Seeds Post of 
the American Legion, a Mason and Shriner of Mahi 
Temple, a member of the Riviera Country Club of 
Coral Gables, and the Presbyterian Church. He was 
married at Coconut Grove September 9, 1925, to Emily 
Josephine Murray, formerly of Cordele, Georgia, 
daughter of Charles Warren and Irene (Davis) Mur- 
ray, both natives of Georgia. (Mrs. Vance’s biography 
appears herewith.) 

The three daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Vance are: 

1. Emily Jo, Mrs. A. H. Massey, Jr., of Orange, Con- 
necticut, a graduate of the University of Tennessee, 
who also has a Master’s degree in Bacteriology. 

2. Mary H., Mrs. Charley R. Powell, who has a Mas- 
ter’s degree in Bacteriology and is now working for 
her Ph.D. at the University of Texas, Austin. 

3. Eve, Mrs. B. Joe Wilder of Fernandina Beach. 
She is a graduate of Duke University. 

There are two grandchildren: Terry Lynn Wilder 
and Karen Sue Wilder. 


RUSSELL ARTHUR SAYRE 


Owner of two drug stores in Greater Miami, Russell 
Arthur Sayre has been a pharmacist in that city since 
1935, having previously practiced his profession in 
Indianapolis. 

He was born April 3, 1900, in Chrisman, Illinois, 
where both his parents were born also. His mother, 
Daisy Brothers Sayre, was born on November : 4, 
1876, and died in 1909. His father, William Stephenson 
Sayre, was born March 15, 1876, and is now living 
at his Florida home in Biscayne Gardens, Miami. 
He was a farmer, cabinet maker and retail hardware 
dealer. 

Russell attended elementary school at Chrisman, 
Illionis, but was graduated from the eighth grade at 
Summerlin Institute in Bartow, Florida. He finished 
high school at Chrisman, Illinois, and then studied 
at the Indianapolis School of Pharmacy, now Butler 
University in Indianapolis, from which he was grad- 
uated in June 1926. 
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After practicing as a pharmacist in Indianapolis 
for eleven years, Mr. Sayre with his wife and daughter 
moved to Florida and from September to June lived 
in Coral Gables. They then moved to Miami Shores, 
where they still live, and on December 18, 1935, Mr. 
Sayre bought the Miami Shores Drug Store. In 1951 


he established Sayre’s Pharmacy in Miami Springs. 


He is a member of the Florida State Pharamaceutical 
Association, the Miami Kiwanis Club, Elks Lodge and 
Baptist Church, and is a Mason of the Scottish Rite 
and Shrine. 

In the Episcopal Church at Indianapolis on Septem- 
ber 15, 1926, Mr. Sayre married Clara Taflinger, who 
was born at Paris, Illinois, November 16, 1901. They 
were high school sweethearts, although the schools 
they attended were thirteen miles apart. Clara’s 
father, Jacob Harrison Taflinger, was born in West- 
field, Illinois, February 11, 1861, and died May 4, 
1933. Her mother, who was Indiana Isabel Johnson, 
was born in Vevay, Indiana, August 13, 1864, and 
died January 11, 1948. 

The Sayres have one daughter, Sandra Lee, born 
August 13, 1929, in Indianapolis. She attended Bryan 
Elementary School in Miami Shores, Bryan Junior 
High School in North Miami, Edison High School in 
Miami and Stetson University, DeLand, for two years. 
In 1949, on her parents’ wedding anniversary, she 
married Jackson L. Williams, son of Stephen and 
Edna Williams of Kissimmee. He served in the United 
States Marine Corps during World War II and after 
marriage attended the University of Georgia at 
Athens, where he earned a veterinarian’s degree, 
V.M.D. Sandra Lee with her husband and five children 
are now living on a 440-acre ranch near Ocala, 
Florida. The children are: 

1. Franklyn Stephen, born October 15, 1951; 

2. Russell Lee, born February 6, 1953; 

3. Jackson Mark, born September 10, 1954; 

4. Roscoe Henry, born May 29, 1958; 

5. Donalyn, born November 17, 1959; 

Mr. and Mrs. Sayre are members of the Beach 
Colony Club of Miami Beach and the Miami Shores 
Country Club. 


VIOLET STEPHENS BARKER 


A Miami pioneer and fourth generation native 
Floridian, Violet Stephens Barker, former newspaper 
woman, is well known in literary and artistic circles 
in Miami, where she has been a member of the Miami 
branch of the National League of American Pen 
Women since 1921. She is also prominent in Woman’s 
Club work, having been a member of the Miami 
Woman’s Club since 1923, and in the work of the 
American Legion Auxiliary as a charter member of 
the Miami Unit. She is the editor of two magazines, 
the Greater Miami Clubwoman and the Dade County 
Veteran, and a writer for the Florida Police Chief 
Magazine. 

Violet Stephens was born May 14, 1894, in Key 
West, Florida, where her mother, Marie Josephine 
Malone, was born April 18, 1875. The mother, who 
died in Miami December 17, 1954, was the eldest of 
ten children of a prominent Florida family. Her 
brother, William H. Malone, was a member of the 
Florida Legislature and later the Senate for sixteen 
years, and was a defeated candidate for the United 


States Congress. Violet’s father, Robert Lee Stephens, 
was born in Leaksville, North Carolina, March 22, 
1870, and died in Miami March 27, 1960. He was a 
painting contractor and a magazine distributor; a 
member of the Board of Trustees of Jackson Me- 
morial Hospital, Miami; a Knight of Pythias; and 
a charter member of Harvey W. Seeds Post #29 of 
the American Legion, Miami, in which he served 
on numerous committees and was historian of the 
Post for several years. 

In 1904 the Stephens family moved to Miami from 
West Palm Beach, where they lived for two years. 
Violet Stephens was graduated from Miami Senior 
High School and attended Florida State College at 
Tallahassee and the University of Florida at Gaines- 
ville. She also studied Elocution, Voice and Piano at 
the Miami Conservatory of Music. For a time she 
was a member of the faculty of the Southside School 
and the Northside School, Miami, and did private 
tutoring. 


Her career as a writer began in 1919 when she 
became Society Editor of the Miami Metrovolis. 
When the Metropolis became the Miami Daily News 
in 1923, she continued with that newspaper for 
another two years as Editor of tthe Woman’s De- 
partment. There was a period after this during which 
she did Public Relations work for the Miami Com- 
munity Chest, writing “human interest” stories, and 
for the Miami Biltmore Hotel. Meanwhile she was 
writing poetry, and occasionally sold some. 


The National League of American Pen Women is 
an organization of professional women in the fields 
of art, writing, and music. Violet Stephens joined 
this organization when she was Society Editor of 
the Miami Metropolis and has served as chairman of 
Programs, Publicity and Hospitality. She wrote a 
one-act drama that was presented in a local radio 
station and won first award prizes for poetry, drama, 
short stories and ceramics. She held the office of 
treasurer for seven years (1940-47) and was pres- 
ident for three years (1947-50). She was Con- 
vention Chairman for the League’s Biennial Congress 
held in Miami and Miami Beach in May 1957, served 
as a director for several years, and is now (1960-61) 
Publicity Chairman. Possessing artistic as well as 
literary talent, she created decorations for numerous 
celebrity breakfasts and entertained Pen Women in 
her home at Coffees, Téas, and workshop meetings. 

Much of her literary and artistic work has been 
done under the auspices or through the medium of 
the Miami Woman’s Club. During her early years 
in this organization she was active in Publicity and 
Program Committee work. In 1948-49 she won the 
Vivian Laramore Rader Poetry Award. She was 
chairman of the Poetry Division of the Woman’s 
Club in 1949-50 and from 1957 to 1959, vice chairman 
in 1953-54, and is still a member of that division. 
She was chairman of the Fine Arts Department in 
1950-51 and again in 1951-52, and wrote and pre- 
sented programs in art, poetry, literature and drama 
during that time. She has also served as chairman 
of the Literature Division, chairman of the Press 
Book, a member of the Public Speaking, Drama, and 
Ballet Divisions, of the Finance and Special Events 
Committees, in the orientation of new members, as 
hostess at breakfasts for Artists and Writers, created 
the decorations (“On Miami Shores”) for a birthday 
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BIOGRAPHICAL “SECTION 


dinner, and wrote a skit depicting the organization 
and early years of the club, which is the outgrowth 
of the pioneer group which called itself the Married 
Ladies Club. In the Drama Division she authored 
and produced several plays, the most prominent of 
which were: “With a Gavel in Her Hand” (1953), 
and “No Harm Trying” (1959). 

Mrs. Barker has also been a member of the British- 
American Poetry Society for about fifteen years and 
has won several prizes for poetry in this group, which 
meets in the home of members, usually Mrs. Cleland 
Davis in Coral Gables. She also values her member- 
ship in the Laramore-Rader Poetry Groun, composed 


of graduates of Florida’s Poet Laureate, Vivian Lara- 


more Rader. 

The American Legion Auxilliary being composed 
of wives, mothers, sisters and daughters of members 
of the American Legion, Mrs. Barker is eligible for 
membership on three counts. First, through her father, 
whose connection with the Legion has already been 


mentioned. Secondly, through her husband, Edwin 


James Barker, who also served in World War I and 
is a member of Post #29. He was a member of the 
First Marine Aviation Force, took boot training at 
Parris Island, South Carolina, later trained at Pensa- 
cola and Miami, and served in France and Belgium 
as gunnery sergeant until after the Armistice in 1918. 
Two squadrons of this Marine outfit were sent to 
Port au Prince, Haiti, soon after the Armistice and 
established an aviation base there, where they were 
stationed for one year. Mr. Barker was chaplain of 
the Miami Post and served on several committees. 
He is a member of the Forty-and-Eight, as was Mr. 
Stephens also. Finally, Mrs. Barker has a son in the 
Legion through his service in the Korean War—Jack 
Kimball Barker, who served as Publicity Director for 
the 1960 National Convention of the American Legion 
at Miami Beach. He, too, is a member of the Harvey 
W. Seeds Post of Miami. 

Having joined the American Legion Auxiliary of 
Post #29, Miami, as charter member, Mrs. Barker 
has held the offices of historian, first vice president, 
and president (1928), and has served as a member 
and chairman of numerous committees. At the De- 
partment of Florida Convention of the Auxiliary at 
Jacksonville in 1929, she was elected president of the 
Tenth District (formerly the Fifth District), covering 
Key West, to Cocoa. During that year she organized 
five units— Key West, Miami Beach, North Miami, 
Belle Glade and Pahokee—and presided at four dis- 
trict conferences. She has served as State Committee 
Chairman of Publicity, Child Welfare and Radio, and 
has held the state offices of vice president, chaplain, 
secretary and treasurer. She was a delegate from 
Miami Unit #29 to the State Conventions at Jackson- 
ville, Miami Beach, West Palm Beach, Tampa and 
Sarasota; State Conferences at Miami, Hollywood, 
Ocala, Orlando, and St. Petersburg; and a delegate 
to the National Conventions at St. Paul, Coral Gables, 
St. Louis, Cleveland and New York. 

The Auxiliary’s Eight-and-Forty Society is an or- 
ganization composed of women who have done out- 
Standing work in the Legion Auxiliary and are honored 
with an invitation to join. Dade County Salon des 
Huit Chapeaux et Quarante Femmes was organized 
in January 1926 in the home of Mrs. Barker in Miami, 
who naturally was a charter member and has he'd 
the offices of Demi Chapeau Premier (first vice pre-i- 
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dent) and Chapeau (president) in the local group, and 
that of Demi Chapeau Premier in the Eight-and- 
Forty Salon, Departmental du Floride. (The use of 
French terms in the organization’s name and oflices, 
patterned after the Forty-and-Eight, stems from 
French associations of World War I.) Mrs. Barker was 
a delegate to the same conyentions of the Eight-and- 
Forty as those of the American Legion Auxiliary. 
For many years the sole activity of the Eight-and- 
Forty was Crippled Children’s work, but for the 
last few years it has been Tubercular Prevention in 
children. 

In August 1929 Mrs. Barker organized in her home 
in Miami the Dade County Past Presidents Parley of 
the American Legion Auxiliary, and served as its 
president in 1937-39. Its members are Dade County 
women who have served the American Legion Aux- 
iliary as president of any local, district, state or national 
unit. 

Since her childhood Violet Stephens Barker has 
been an active member of the Central Baptist Church 
of Miami, which prior to 1931 was known as the First 
Baptist Church. She has been a substitute Sunday 
School teacher, an active member of the Esther class, 
which she served as secretary, vice president and 
president, and was formerly a member of the choir. 
She has written skits on religious themes and di- 
rected programs numerous times during the years; 
also has written historical sketches of the church, 
edited a weekly publication, directed publicity for 
the church for several years and directed publicity 
for two conventions. She has served as Program 
Chairman and Circle Chairnian of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Union off and on for many years, and as 
Banquet, Program and Decoration Chairman numer- 
ous times. Her parents also were members of this 
church, and so are her husband and her two sons. 

To be a member of Miami Pioneers, one must have 
come to Miami no later than 1905. Mrs. Barker has 
served this organization as Program Chairman. It has 
its own home, located on the Miami River. 

She was a member of the Shenandoah Garden Club 
for many years and helped organize this club, which 
she served as Publicity Chairman and Program 
Chairman, Historian and Vice President. She took 
several courses in flower arrangement and won some 
prizes. 

Mrs. Barker served as vice president of the John 
Harvey Kellogg Health Club in 1956-59 and as presi- 
dent in 1959-61. 

Back in the 1920s and 30s Mrs. Barker was an active 
member of the Fort Dallas Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star. While her sons were students in 
the local schools, she was active in the PTA of both - 
the Shenandoah Elementary School and Miami Senior 
High School, both of which she has served as president. 
Through the years she has been active in women’s 
Democratic organizations and has served in Public 
Relations and as hostess at the campaign headquarters. 

Violet Stephens was married at the First Baptist 
Church in Miami on April 19, 1922, to Edwin James 
Barker,who was born February 10, 1893, in Janesville, 
Wisconsin, son of Edwin Herbert and Nellie (Loudon) 
Barker, both natives of Janesville, Wisconsin, where 
his father was born in January 1864 and his mother 
in June 1869. He was a student of Janesville High 
School and the University of Wisconsin in Madison. 
World War I interrupted his automobile business in 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Detroit and, following his return to the United States 
after his military service, he settled in Miami and 
established a business in automotive sales and service. 
He joined James Carnell Masonic Lodge and was 
baptized and married in the church where he met 
his bride. He later was associated in sales promotion 
of Miami Parts and Springs Company, from which 
he retired in 1948. 


Mr. and Mrs. Barker, who still live in the home they 
built in 1925 at 1852 S.W. Tenth Street in the Shen- 
andoah section of Miami, are the parents of two sons. 
Edwin Stephen Barker, born in Miami December 6, 
j925, was graduated from Miami Senior High School 
and attended the University of Miami. In high school 
he was a member of the National Honor Society, 
the Band and Orchestra, and the Thespians. He was 
secretary of the DeMolay Order, John B. Orr Chapter, 
and was awarded the highest national honor, the 
degree of Chevalier. In Junior High School he was 
a member of the Safety Patrol. During World War 
II he was a member of the United States Navy V-12 
and of the Navy Band. 


His business career has been in the line of Art, 
Display and Lighting. He was with the Art Depart- 
ment of the Surf Club, Miami Beach; the Display 
Department of Burdine’s, Miami; designed the lighting 
for the Miami Opera for two years and the lighting 
for the Ring Theatre at the University of Miami. He 
was Technical Director of the Norton Gallery Playhouse 
at West Palm Beach one year; was with the Display 
Department of Macy’s and Stern’s, New York City; 
and is now associated with Stensgaard’s, Chicago, as 
Account Executive and Director of the Art Depart- 
ment. His most recent and important work was the 
Permanent Florida Exhibition in the RCA building 
in New York, which he designed. This display is a 
project of the Florida Development Commission which 
awarded the job to the Chicago Stensgaard firm. 
Edwin S. Barker is a member of Miami Pioneer 
Descendants and of the West Indies Sailing Club. 

Jack Kimball Barker, born in Miami May 21, 1930, 
was a clarinetist in the Band and a member of the 
baseball team at the Shenandoah Junior High School. 
At Miami Senior High School, from which he was 
graduated in June, 1947, he was active in the Photog- 
raphers Club, the Hi-Y Club, the Thespians, the 
Glee Club, and was Cheer Leader. At the University 
of Miami he did photography for the sports depart- 
ment of the annual, “Ibis,” and was a member of 
the Ski Club and of Sigma Alpha Tau fraternity. He 
also attended George Washington University, Wash- 
ington, D.C. In 1951-52 he served in the United States 


Navy as Public Information Publicist on the staff of 


Rear Admiral G. H. Fort, Commandant of the Potomac 
River Naval Command, Washington, D.C., and took 
part in Navy cruises to Panama and Bermuda. 


For a short time he was a collector for the Florida 
Power and Light Company. From 1954 to 1959 he was 
with National Airlines as Public Relations Director 
for the Southern States, and at the present time (1961) 
he is with the Woody Kepner Associates of Miami 
in Public Relations. Through the years he has been a 
free lance photographer and writer for Life magazine, 
Popular Mechanics, Rudder, and Popular Photography. 
He is a member of Miami Pioneer Descendants, the 
Surf Club of Miami Beach, Florida Public Relations 
Association, Miami Industrial Editors Associations, 
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Aircraft Industry Editors Association, and Sigma 
Alpha Tau fraternity (Aviation). 

On September 27, 1958, at Central Baptist Church 
in Miami, Jack Kimball Barker married Teresa Claire 
Kopec. After a honeymoon in England, France, Italy, 
and Switzerland, they made their home in the Hyde 
Park section of Miami. They now have a daughter, 
Carolyn Lee, a sixth generation Floridian, born July 
6, 1960, at Coral Gables. 


GEORGE EASTON WHITTEN 


Chairman of the Board of. Burdine’s, one of the 
largest department stores in Florida, George Easton 
Whitten is now nearing the half century mark: in 
years of service to that firm, where he has spent his 
entire business career, starting in 1913 as clerk and 
bookkeeper. 

A native Floridian, he was born in Palatka, 
February 9, 1896, son of Thomas Finley and Louise 
Jane (Kelly) Whitten. His father was born September 
6, 1859, in Hillsboro, Illinois, and died in Miami in 
July 1946. He had been with the United States Cus- 
toms for many years prior to his retirement. Louise 
Kelly Whitten was born October 8, 1862, in Irving, 
Illinois, and died on October 8, 1926. 

The family having moved to Miami in his early 
years, George E. Whitten graduated from Miami High 
School and attended Stetson University, DeLand, 
Florida, where he completed a course in Business 
Administration in 1913. Returning to Miami, he entered 
Burdine’s as a clerk and bockkeeper. 

This firm was founded in 1898 by William M. Bur- 
dine who was its active head until his death in 1911. 
In that year, it was incorporated as W. M. Bur- 
dine’s Sons with R. B. Burdine as_ president, 
W. M. Burdine 2nd as vice-president and R. Freeman 
Burdine as secretary and treasurer. When R. B. 
Burdine died in 1936, William M. Burdine 2nd became 
president. By that time there was a branch store in 
Miami Beach and since then stores were established 
in Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach, in both 
of which cities Burdine’s, with its “Sunshine Fashions”, 
is generally recognized as the largest and most popular 
store. In 1956 a branch store was opened in the 163rd 
Street Shopping Center. Another branch is planned to 
open in Dadeland Shopping Center in the fall of 
1962. 

Becoming familiar with every aspect of the business 
as he rose steadily from subordinate to higher posts, 
Mr. Whitten proved his fitness for leadership and in 
1925 became vice president of the firm. He was 
executive vice president in 1929 and held that position 
until 1943, when Mr. Burdine became chairman of the 
board and Mr. Whitten president and chief executive 
officer. He became chairman of the board and chief 
executive officer of Burdine’s in 1957. Mr. Whitten 
plans to retire on August 1, 1961, after more than 
forty-eight years with the firm. 

He is a director of the First National Bank of 
Miami, a trustee of the University of Miami, and a 
member of the First Presbyterian Church of Miami. 
He holds membership in the LaGorce Country Club, 
the Indian Creek Country Club, the Surf Club, and 
the Miami Club. 

During World I Mr. Whitten served in the United 
States Navy, entering April 7, 1917, and remained in 
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BLOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


until April 6, 1921, when he had the rank of Lieuten- 
ant junior grade. He was a member of the Dade 
County Selective Service Board No. 8 during World 
War II. 

In 1945-46 he served the community as president 
of the Orange Bowl Committee. He is listed in “Who’s” 
Who in America” and his biography appears in a 
previous Florida history. 

George E. Whitten was married in Miami, Florida, 
on June 3, 1920, to Charlotte Grace Campbell, daughter 
of David and Margaret Campbell of Hamilton, Ontario. 
They have a daughter, Mrs. Joyce Whitten Stubblefield, 
born April 7, 1940, in Jacksonville, Florida. 

The Whittens have a summer home at Pocono 
Manor, Pennsylvania. 


JAMES MIDDLETON COX 


A man of considerable stature was James Middleton 
Cox, founder of The Miami News, former Congressman 
and ex-Governor of Ohio, and one-time Democratic 
nominee for President of the United States. Com- 
bining the careers of newspaperman and statesman, 
he was always an outstanding American. Under his 
leadership the Miami News won the Pulitzer Gold 
Medal award for the most meritorious public service 
by any American newspaper in the year 1938. 

Son of Gilbert and Eliza A. Cox, he was born on a 
farm near Jacksonburg in southwestern Ohio on 
March 31, 1870. He worked on the farm as a boy, 
served as janitor of the local schoolhouse and as 
sexton of the neighborhood church. At the age of 
sixteen he passed a teacher’s examination and taught 
school for several terms. His long career as a journal- 
ist began when he joined a brother-in-law, John Q. 
Baker, who was editor of a small newspaper in 
Middletown, Ohio. Thereafter he became connected 
with the Cincinnati Enquirer as a writer; went to 
‘Washington, D.C., as secretary to an Ohio congress- 
man, Paul Sorg; and in 1898, with borrowed capital, 
bought the Dayton Daily News and made it one of 
the most respected journals of the Midwest. In 1905 
he bought the Springfield Press-Republic and formed 
the News League of Ohio. 

Entering politics in 1908, he won a seat in Congress 
and served in the 61st and 62nd Congress (1909 to 
1913) as Representative from the Third Ohio District. 
He was elected Governor of Ohio. in 1913, 1917 and 
1919 and served three two-year terms. In the first 
of these terms as Governor he created the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act which still serves as model law 
in this country. During all three terms he sponsored 
_ drastic changes in Ohio. He modernized the state 
government, instituted prison reforms and overhauled 
the state judiciary and rural school system. Before 
1920 he had become a national figure with a repu- 
tation as a strong and progressive governor of Ohio. 

At the National Convention in 1920 he was nomi- 
nated by the Democratic party as their candidate for 
President of the United States, and ran against 
Warren G. Harding. His running mate for the office 
of Vice President was Franklin D. Roosevelt, In this 
campaign, which centered about the League of 
Nations, Cox took the standard from a sick President 
Wilson and carried it aggressively through the cam- 
paign. A generation later, when Franklin D, Roosevelt 
“was in the White House, Cox wrote his life-long 
friend that he had no regrets for the losing battle 
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they had made for the League. The arguments which 
he advanced in 1920 for the League of Nations became 
in substance those which eventually inspired the 
creation of the United Nations. 

In 1933 Mr. Cox was vice chairman of the American 
delegation to the World Monetary and Economic 
Conference in London and was president of its Mone- 
tary Commission. 

Continuing to build up his newspaper business, in 
1923 Mr. Cox bought the Miami Metropolis, Miami’s 
first newspaper, and changed the name to The Miami 
News. He built the News Tower in 1925. Also in 1923, 
he bought the Canton News (Canton, Ohio) and sold 
this in 1930. In 1928 he bought the Springfield (Ohio) 
Sun; in 1939, the Atlanta Journal; in 1948, the Dayton 
(Ohio) Journal Herald; and, finally, in 1950, the 
Atlanta Constitution. He also pioneered in radio and 
television. In Dayton, Ohio, he operated WHIO and 
WHIO-TV; in Atlanta, WSB and WSB-TV; and in 
Miami he was a principal in the ownership and opera- 
tion of radio station WIOD. 


During his early years in Miami Mr. Cox recognized 
the gathering of gangster elements in the city and 
warned the public of this danger through his news- 
paper. The following story is told in his memoirs, 
“A Journey Through My Years”, published in 1946. 
One day a well dressed gentleman walked into his 
office and laid down a certified check for $500,000, 
stating that he represented clients who wanted to 
present this as first payment on the purchase of the 
Miami Daily News for $5,000,000 in cash. As the 
property was not worth that much at that time, Mr. 
Cox had no doubt in his mind that Capone interests 
were behind the offer. He told the man that he looked 
like a gentleman, and wondered if he was proud of his 
clients; adding that no amount of money would tempt 
him, because it would not be simply disposing of the 
newspaper but selling out the community, which 
was in sore need of protection. The man seemed 
embarrassed, expressed regret that he had been 
drawn into the offer and departed. Mr. Cox never 
saw or heard of him afterwards. 


In 1893 he married Mary Simpson Harding of Cin- 
cinnati, and in 1917 he married Margaretta Blair of 
Chicago. Of the first marriage three children were 
born: Helen, James, Jr. and John. Of the second 
marriage there are two daughters: Anne Cox Cham- 
bers of Atlanta, Georgia, and Barbara Cox Anthony 
of Honolulu. 


Mr. Cox maintained a home in Miami Beach and 
another, called “Trailsend”, at Dayton, Ohio. It was 
at “Trailsend” on July 15, 1957, that he passed away at 
the age of 87. He was. survived by his wife, his 
daughters Anne and Barbara, his two sons and five 
grandchildren. A son-in-law, Daniel J. Mahoney, is 
now publisher of the Miami News and James M. Cox, 
Jr. is president of the company. 

James Middleton Cox is listed in “Who’s Who in 
America.” He was a member of the Episcopal Church. 

After his death the Miami City Commission in a 
resolution expressed appreciation for his many con- 
tributions to the community in which he was “a 
leading force in campaigns for good government and 
elimination of undesirable elements in the city’s 
history” and “therefore contributed mightily to the 
preservation of the dignity and the good name of the 
City of Miami.” 
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THE EAST COAST OF “FLORIDA 


ISIDOR COHEN 


The distinction of being one of the first merchants to 
settle in Miami goes to Isidor Cohen, who was also a 
realtor, an outstanding civic leader, and author of a 
book entitled “Historical Sketches and Sidelights of 
Miami, Florida,’ which was published in 1925. Writing 
in 1921, the historian E. V. Blackman characterized Mr. 
Cohen as “A man of great business capacity and of the 
highest principles of integrity and honor.” In his own 
little book Mr. Cohen paints an honest, unvarnished and 
often hilarious picture of life as it really was in the pio- 
neer days of Miami. His friendly spirit of good fellow- 
ship and his keen sense of humor seep through the 
pages of his writings, and his generous, laudatory ap- 
praisal of numerous contemporaries is an indication of 
his own character. The book is freely quoted in this 
sketch, directly and indirectly. 

Born in Russia June 1, 1870, son of Lazarus and Pearl 
(Gettel) Cohen, Isidor Cohen came to America with his 
parents in 1883 and attended public school in New York 
City. When he was twenty-one, in 1891, he moved to 
Savannah, Georgia, where he entered the mercantile 
business, and while there became a naturalized citizen 
of the United States. 

On February 6, 1896, he arrived at the junction of 
Biscayne Bay and the Miami River by small steamboat 
from Fort Lauderdale, then the terminus of the Florida 
East Coast Railroad; having left his merchandise in 
Lemon City because there were no docking facilities 
in Miami. 

After a discouraging interview with Mrs. Julia Tuttle, 


owner of property on the north side of the river, he 


settled on the south side next to a saw mill operated by 
a Key West man named Cobb, who kindly let him use 
part of his land and agreed to furnish the material to 
build a small store. Another kind man, named Clayton, 
agreed to build the store, which was finished in four 
days. 

The story Mr. Cohen tells in his diary of his hardships 


and amusing experiences in getting his merchandise - 


moved from Lemon City to his store by boat—the in- 
capacitated captains and subsequent dumping of cargo 
and men (including himself) into the bay; the rescue 
by a gang of Nassau negroes and their pay-off the next 
day, in which Mr. Cohen did his first shrewd stroke of 
business in Miami—is better than a movie or TV com- 
edy. 

Late in March, 1896, Mr Cohen moved to the north 
side of the river, where he rented a new store built by 
banker W. M. Brown. One day about a month later the 
entire population of about 300 persons turned out to 
meet the first passenger train to arrive in Miami, with 
Henry M. Flagler and the other three of the railroad’s 
Big Four aboard. 

In his diary Mr. Cohen brings to life the birth of the 


new city; the first rumors of its being incorporated 


with the “railroad crowd” in power; the development 
of civic groups, taking sides in the rival factions; the 
naming of the city—the railroad partisans wanted to 
call it “Flagler,” but the “Antis,” with whom Cohen 
sided, wanted “Miami,” an Indian name meaning 
“sweet water.” 

He tells of the mosquito and other insect nuisances 
of the early days; the tent dwellers, waiting for homes 
to be built; the inaccessibility of the ocean, except to the 
more daring who crossed the bay in rowboats and 
pushed through the mangroves to take a dip in the 
surf, hunt bears, or collect turtle eggs. 
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Equally inaccessible were the Everglades, from which 
the colorful Seminole Indians emerged to trade, coming 
down the Miami River in canoes laden with raccoon, 
otter, mink and alligator hides, egrets and other rare 
plumes. Mr. Cohen sold the first umbrella ever retailed 
in Miami to a Seminole Indian, Charlie Tigertail, who 
also bought a suit of clothes, a derby hat and a red 
bandana and wore the complete outfit back to the Ever- 
glades, using the umbrella as a walking stick. 

He tells of the rapid growth of business and of the 
devastating fire of Christmas Day, 1896, which wiped 
out the newly built heart of the business district. He 
speaks at length about the amusements of the early 
days, the first of which was watching the arrival and 
departure of the one daily passenger train, and watching 
the trading Indians. He tells of the first minstrel show, 
the bicycle races, the baseball games—one in particular 
which was played to decide the outcome of a mayoralty 
race. The spectacular performance at the bat of one 
Judge G. A. Worley won the election for his backer, 
Frank Wharton. 

The pioneers entered into political campaigns with the 
same zest with which they played baseball, and thor- 
oughly enjoyed them. Mr. Cohen gives a humorous ac- 
county of an incident during a local campaign when the 
respected but timid E. A. Waddel was forecfully placed 
in the chairman’s sea, despite his protests. The victim, 
pointing an accusing finger at Mr. Cohen, cried, “You 
are the one that’s responsible for this confounded meet- 
ing! Come here and preside!” Obligingly, Mr. Cohen 
did. Deep water for Miami Harbor was the keynote of 
every speech at that meeting. 

In 1907 and 1909 the town found itself in the throes 
of exciting “dry and wet” campaigns. In both elections 
the “drys” lost, despite the aggressive campaigning of 
the WCTU, who invited Carrie Nation to speak on their 
behalf, The story of an incident involving a judge, in 
which the militant Carrie not only spoke but acted, is 
another of Cohen’s side-splitting tales. 

In the closing chapter of his book, writing in 1925, Mr. 
Cohen looks back through the years and says: 

“Miami has undergone an indescribable change, not 
only in its physical aspect but also in the manners, 
habits and pursuits of its citizenship. The pioneers 
loved leisure and thrilling amusement, and were fond 
of discussing politics, theology, evolution and philos- 
ophy, and at opportune times abusing the railroad 
corporation; whereas the new settlers are absorbed, 
almost exclusively, in real estate deals and building 
operations... 

“In spite of the sharp contrasts pointed out in these 
pages, the surviving pioneers are as deeply attached 
to Miami at this period as they were in the early 
stages of its development, when its inhabitants knew 
one another intimately” 

He goes on to comment on an apparent change in 
climatic conditions. It seems that during the first few 
years of its settlement Miami had more severe winters. 
Regarding the changes in the fauna of the area, he 
writes: 

“There was an abundance of snakes and wild cats, 
and the rivers and creeks harbored alligators. These 
have disappeared as the town and country developed; as 
did the flying roaches, red ants, horseflies and other 
insects which plagued the early pioneers—even the 
pesky mosquito is gradually disappearing.” 

After discussing the future industrialization of the 
city, which he advocated for the benefit of its permanent 
residents, especially the middle class, he closes with a 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


eulogy of his beloved city. “As a winter resort, Miami 
has no peer,” he said, and expatiated on the subject. 
Mr. Cohen was so successful in business that he sold 


his store in 1911 and retired with the idea of enjoying 


his leisure. He opened another store in Jacksonville but 
did not stay there long. He could not be happy any- 
where but in Miami. When he returned to Miami he 
entered the real estate business and operated this suc- 
cessfully until his second retirement, about 1941. 

As indicated by his own story, Mr. Cohen was up 
front in practically every activity or organization in 
the young and fast-growing city of Miami. He was pres- 
ident of the Mercantile Association from 1902 to 1906; 
treasurer and a trustee of the Board of Trade, 1906-07; 
secretary of that board 1908 through 1911, and president 
in 1912. In 1908 he also was president of the Dade 
County Fair Association. In 1910 he was a member of 
the Dade County Civic Association and its State Execu- 
tive Committee. He was a member of the charter board 
that drew up the charter for the commission-manager 
form of government for Miami in 1921; a member of 
the State Democratic Executive Committee; secretary of 
the Executive Board of the first Community Chest, and 
secretary of the Miami Chapter of the American Red 
Cross. He was a charter member of Biscayne Bay Ma- 
sonic Lodge #124 and Elks Lodge #948; an honorary 
member of Company L. Second Regiment of Infantry 
of the National Guard of Florida; and was one of the 
organizers of Temple Beth David, Miami’s pioneer syn- 
agogue. 

When Miami celebrated its 54th birthday, in July, 
1950, Isidor Cohen, its foremost citizen of many years 
was chosen to cut the city’s birthday cake. This was 


_ his last public appearance. He died January 25, 1951. 


On September 1, 1904, in New York City, Isidor Cohen 
married Ida (Hirsch) Schneidman, daughter of Morris 
and Clara Herbert. Mrs. Cohen had been.married pre- 
viously to Jacob Schneidman and has a son, Murray, by 
this marriage. Ida and Isidor Cohen had two children: 
Claire Cohen Weintraub and Edward Cohen. 

Mrs. Isidor Cohen, working side by side with her hus- 
band through the years, has devoted her energies to all 
movements tending to the welfare of the general com- 
munity, with increasing emphasis upon the Jewish com- 
munity as it grew in size. She worked for the Light- 
house for the Blind, the Community Chest, the Chil- 
dren’s Home, and other welfare organizations. She was 
one of the organizers and treasurer of the Women’s 
School Improvement Association. She helped found and 
was superintendent of religious classes in Congregation 
Beth David. In 1940 she founded the Jewish Home for 
the Aged and served as its first president. She is a 
member of Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization 
of America, and the Miami Woman’s Club. 


On April 8, 1956, Mrs. Cohen was honored by the 
Greater Miami Women’s Auxiliary of the Jewish Home 
for the Aged at the annual luncheon, held in the Eden 
Roc Hotel. The highlight of the event was a tableau in 
five scenes, showing Mrs. Cohen’s life as a pioneer. Her 
daughter, Mrs. Weintraub, was the narrator, and her son, 
Eddie Cohen, directed the presentation. Mrs. Baron de- 
Hirsch Meyer, a close friend of the Cohen family, por- 
trayed Mrs. Cohen in the tableau, which was entitled “I 
Remember Mama.” The writer of the song by that name, 
Henry Tobias, who is the hotel’s program director, as- 
sisted by singing his own theme song, which he dedi- 
cated to Mrs. Cohen. Mrs. Sol Silverman, president of 
the Auxiliary, presented Mrs. Cohen with a portrait of 
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herself. Rabbi Irving Lehrman of Temple Emmanuel 
put into words what was in all hearts when he said, ad- 
dressing the guest of honor: “This is an offering of 
thanks given for what you have meant to this city... 
You are a great woman ... It’s not what one can take 
out of a community but what one puts into it that mat- 
ters... And that is why you are great, Mrs. Cohen... 
You’ve pioneered in every area of human service.” “I’ve 
grown younger today,” said Mrs. Cohen in her response, 
but warned that she might cry any minute. 

Her daughter, Claire, is the wife of Sydney L. Wein- 
traub, a Miami attorney. They have one son, Albert 
Laurence. Mrs. Weintraub has been head of the Moth- 
ers’ March for Dimes for Dade County, president of the 
Dade County Federation of Women’s Clubs, president 
of the Museum of Science and Natural History, head of 
Home and Community Services for the Dade County 
Defense Council, “Woman of the Year” for Dade County, 
a member of the Woman’s Advisory Committee of the 
National Foundation, a delegate to the last two National 
Democratic Conventions, and is a recognized outstand- 
ing civic leader. She has an honorary degree, Doctor of 
Humane Letters, from the University of Miami. 


HERMAN BENNETT FULTZ 


It seems reasonable to assume that the motto a 
man lives by is an indication of his character. Herman 
Bennett Fultz’s favorite was, “There’s no limit to the 
good a man can do if he doesn’t care who gets the 
credit.” This was his creed. He had the motto framed 
and hung in his Florida home at Coral Gables and 
in his summer home at Cloudland, Georgia. Mr. 
Fultz called both Florida and Georgia “home”, and 
well he might, having played an important part in 
the historical development of Georgia as well as 
having been a prominent business man and civic 
leader in Florida. 

A native of Canada, he came to Florida in 1916 
and became an American citizen in Miami on April 
24, 1922. He was born in Lower Sackville, Nova 
Scotia, October 1, 1893, son of Francis Scott Flutz 
(born in Sackville March 7, 1867, died July 1, 1945) 
and Florence Emma Preston, also deceased. 

After graduating from school in Halifax, Herman 
went with his parents to Winnipeg, Canada, where 
he was employed by Parish and Heimbecker, Ltd., 
grain merchants, for five years; starting in as an 
office boy and working up to bookkeeper. While 
working days in Winnipeg he studied . accounting 
and business administration in evening school. 

Attracted to Florida by some influence, romantic 
or practical, or perhaps a mixture of both, he came 
to Fort Lauderdale and started working for the 
Marshall Seed Company there during the winters and 
working in Virginia and West Virginia in the summer 
months. Early in 1921 he joined Hector Supply Com- 
pany of Miami as bookkeeper; was made secretary- 
treasurer in 1924; and after thirty-two years of service, 
retired as executive vice-president in 1953. 

Hector Supply Company is one of Florida’s oldest 
and largest wholesale distributors of all types of 
garden and agricultural supplies—seeds, feeds, ferti- 
lizer, insecticides and agricultural implements. It has 
branches in Homestead, Fort Lauderdale, Belle Glade 
and West Palm Beach. 

During these years Mr. Fultz had other business 
connections; such as in the growing, packing and 


(AeorTIg2 saaetanaone jay baths, ome! 
4 ‘ ‘ 





fowttacunt sigmvT io neaveded. 


~be bie od cow abieod. lis ati snow Jott ow ore tue 
lo getivelie we ai aidT™ cnosndl to 9 ont gnteaech 
. viio aly ot ineom evad wog tedw ney adinerit. 


gar? ins otto satlw soc aS] 
«Senay aid 
myfoD .<iM jer ore voy “ilwei Jedd OeA ... ered 
ov'l’ “.coivisa ned to #ot8 ye eh boreerinic ov ‘uo¥ 
sanoges: tot wi nied saM bine "yeebot runt yg awe, 
chain yan vd Ielyine ete darts byovwew tod 

-nieW aI youbye 16 atiw off} at rte! cotilqveab rol 
jvadlA woe ono oved vod? .veavolte imi « due 
-eM ari} lo baott rood ead dysvinioW 21M .sorewal 
edt Yo trebieog octowel obe@ sot seen 10) donM ‘ne 
imebizorg .ecivlD «rorenW to melisvebeT ytnnweD ebaG 
to baad .yrotzih lows ban 2088S to wusces M4. od? to 
Weve obstl ody wot eenivie® vcore? bas onwit 
Vane shed 1903 “sas Y silt to mem0W" Lone aeesloW 
ssliimuno) yvioeivid easawW ed? to redment a 
ineebalt owt test vcs of siguslob « nottsbtised ienoiteM 
-baaietve besirrmover s ai bus encltnovaoD sha womsd 
lo toed swrmesb wears! os get eft stehesl aivio aa 
asi ‘lo viievevia of «nevi gvaltets anamoH 


art? to 


NT.A34 TTaAAAaAa VAMHAR 


olios: of? taelt qutuece of sldanoenn: vineor #1 
naar stoewids vid Yo nolleoibrd cm et yl eevil mere 
ett? 6% tient ent eww” .2aw move siti’ rar 
orno Trmeoh of Vi ob neo nom & hooy 
Herter? ator ed?) bel oH bes cif caw SAT “tibem 
bee ovina? tevoD te anol ebitolt vid ot gad base 
NM owigioet) .Breligvol> 34 saved aereitie aid cl 
bag. ,"“etnad” siyioeD hie abhofE rbod balls sii 
u' Peq teshogmn aa bavely gnived fpim of Iw 
ee liow os siymeD Yo Insmoolvel fosimtent oft 
oivig bas uct eesnietid inecianeig 6 «ved: yaivad 
Aeielh. nt Baal 
OF@l ai shinoff of anes of sheneD to svitad’ A 
lngA no iméiM al sasitio masiiemA te Seapoed baw 


> gion Ow 


evo ,allivtoed yowo.l ni mod enw oH SEOr bs 
sult ties? zinnervh Yo noe CORE f asdosol) nitoo® 


(QPOr T yvint belb Saat % doxcM allivabbd® af asad) 
hoesoedb ole .nojeerY sinml oodinolt bas 
nanriek x“elile gi loadse mot yoiievBara wilA 
writw bens) ,iqichiW ot atnataq aid dliw Inew 
thd wwdsedmitell ban daiteD yd beyolqme eew ad 
ie 2h wi usiieate cexey ovit iol wosisom alam 
ollAW -requedtdpod of qt yuidhow bun’ yad osiflo 
uciiewotoe bolbuie ed yeqianiW. at eyeb aniow 
Jooring yainove al soverelninibs geeaiaud bas 
oiinemor ~someufint amon yd sbivold of betonthiA 
oman sil died lo avutxie @ aqadwa wo lnoifairig 10 
of? t2 wnisttow. behuie baa svinbssbeiet tw ot 
ban cmiatw edt yotwh szerld ynaqmo) base 
verines a nt aint’ seoW bea cinigaY ai 
aH yaque ttosH bonio 
~vantetsee sbam sew ; ut imei Yo yaaq 
s00r1de tw wiAsy owl-viidt ya bre :888I al tergeped 


GORT ot cavbkegsg-ssiy evitirexs om Benet 


hehla z‘abineld Ye eno ai 
ray gy ag Ragyhes Fi agerpanns open 
. bra 


. Raxww Met, 5.18 voY.. 
it dh odeed elug dem aaclw tid ylicwrowo9 «lo so 


fig ray cf Merrie 8 


ed 


7 ( ' Paes 






a’ 


intoiM droest iw wad et to 
tovidue edt no beteiages by 
- eid ‘ous is < 
bad 
 « i arte ca ; 































































tnobieov bas [t0h dyvordl! B6Uf b 
sbeG@ sit} lo tasbiavig nw ye od: sO! a 
lo ~odeniea ‘es daw orf OFLC ah , 
-yoexd oai2 ei bas coaallaiianadh ‘eividrg 
bined veiedo oft io tedmmont « edw ohh 
oysapm-aclezimmoes ocls 20} yere-arsetanen 
to imom @ )IS@l nt isnsiM sob di Tovoy. Bes 
lo Visiew982 sontitivenoD ovitiuooxd oltexerret ote 

bas JeodD YinuinoD teri orld he bracts Lat 

bef meotronl edt to toiged> denaiM erlt ho : 
~eM ys enysoei lo wdmwm tehedo 2 2 
viswned ans Me ogbel wilt bea se, aa 
yuneinl lo insmigsh hnoos® I or - 
oft to sno exw bas rebixofl to bred Mi 
“rye weoaolty gimalM bived room aii 


ee 


ioe 


lot at vebeteid duke ati eit iit 
Betsey yrtant Yo aonitio igomeroY efi aed 
eaw alfflT ~deo yabslhid aio ont jue Gf 
Jé8t 28 qravnstl boib 2H soneimoqaa’ 
aged ybial iD sae wert ai ‘f 
eivtoM jo tettyush wambisadsd ( 
~viq beiriem.need bed mde? pes 
ud yar noe 9 earl bas serene 
setblisto owt bad aotioD sobial bis abl 
texto? hiewbhl bon dusinisoW 
-etd tod Atiw sble yd sbie gniviow , nado? sobiel 
ils oF esigrone v4d bajovel vad era9g vOut 
~i0 Ietaneg oct to sretiow edi of satbriat ea 
~moo deiwel ori nou: elvedqms yities roe 
“lah ort not babow ade sie aw 
lid edt jest ytinonuned oat 
acoitesinayie seilow : 


eaw of& 
one tel? odt le Nan “aces pon ics 



















7 pabttine ws 08 3 30 42 1007 Poss 


i oes 9 a “~ 





LEAS. @ C OAS TI. OFS In0 RED A 


shipping of winter vegetables on a large scale in the 
Belle Glade, Homestead and Fort Pierce areas. He 
was a partner for many years in the Keesee Packing 
Company and the T & F Farms, both of Belle Glade; 
and a director of the Florida Dairies of Miami. 
Prominent in business organizations, he was a member 
of the Board of Directors of the National Fertilizer 
Association and served as president of the Florida 
Seed Dealers Association and president of the Florida 
Seedsmen Association. 

The abilities and experience of Mr. Fultz were 
upon occasion drafted for public service. In 1941 he 
was named to the State Defense Council’s Advisory 
Committee on Agriculture by Governor Spessard Hol- 
land.. Food conservation was one of his special in- 
terests, and his duty on the Committee was to advise 
on war-time food. Shortly after Governor Millard 
Caldwell was inaugurated in 1945, he appointed Mr. 
Fultz to the State Road Board, representing the 
Fourth District, which consisted of Dade, Broward, 
Palm Beach and six smaller counties. Although at 
first he hesitated to accept the appointment because of 
his heavy business responsibilities, once he had ac- 
cepted he made a real business of this job and 
thoroughly enjoyed it. 

One of his first efforts as a member of the Road 
Board was to try to get a 36th Street Causeway from 


Miami to Miami Beach started, although this pro-. 


ject got bogged down later by stiff opposition from 
some Miami Beach property owners. His next and 
biggest undertaking was to spearhead the drive that 
eventually made 27th Avenue a four-lane highway. 
This proposed four-lane highway with a central park- 
way was the start of the long projected superhighway 
from Miami to Jacksonville. He also planned and 
promoted Miami’s first “cloverleaf”’, which was_ the 
start of the expressway system then. 


The route for the first seventy-two miles (Miami 
to Jupiter) was selected after more than a year of 
exhaustive study to determine the right-of-way best 
calculated to serve the motoring public, be the least 
expensive, provide the soundest roadbed and cause 
‘the least property damage. An article in the Miami 
Herald of July 22, 1947, said: 


“Deciding on the right-of-way called for more than 

a study of the terrain to be traversed. It is to Mr. 
Fultz’s credit that the delicate public relations in- 
volved have been so ably conducted.” 
It was a fight to get propertv owners along the 
route to cooperate. Forceful articles and editorials on 
the subject were published by the Miami Herald in 
1947 and 1948. The eventual accomplishment, in which 
Mr. Fultz played an important part, is now history. 

In addition to the above, he was instrumental in 
obtaining and widening Northeast 79th Street; the 
replacing of thirty-eight wooden bridges on Tamiami 
Trail; and helped bring about many other highway 
improvements in South Florida, so badly needed in 
those years. 

One of his greatest achievements was the new 
bridge over Baker’s Haulover, which was named for 
him. Connecting the shore road, AlA, with Miami 
Beach, it replaced a span built in the mid-twenties 
that had been buffeted by destructive hurricane winds 
and water. The resolution of the State Road Depart- 
ment to name the new bridge for Mr. Fultz, offered 
by Courtney Campbell of Clearwater and seconded 


by F. Elgin Bayless of Tallahassee, came as a com- 
plete surprise to Mr. Fultz. It read as follows: 

“Whereas, Herman B. Fultz of Miami, as member 
of the State Road Board from the Fourth District for 
the years of 1945 through 1948, has rendered meri- 
torious service and by thoughtful and diligent at- 
tention to his duties as such member has loyally 
supported the cause of road improvement and worked 
continuously for great benefits to his district and the 
entire State of Florida; and, whereas, the Baker’s 
Haulover Bridge on State Road A1A in Dade County 
is one of the outstanding projects which Mr. Fultz 
was especially helpful in bringing into realization; 
now, therefore, be it resolved that the Baker’s Haul- 
over Bridge be, and it is hereby designated, the 
Herman B. Fultz Bridge, and that appropriate markers 
he prepared and installed thereon showing such desig- 
nation.” 

The bridge was opened December 28, 1948, with Mr. 
Fultz cutting the ribbon. 

Mr. Fultz plunged into and contributed to many 
civic and charitable affairs, such as War Bond Drives, 
which he helped to organize, the Community Chest, 
and the Red Cross. Also he was interested in Boy 
Scout activities and while a member of the State 
Road Board he secured a camping site for the Boy 
Scouts on West Summerland Key, located halfway 
between Homestead and Key West. He was a Mason 
of the Scottish Rite and Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami, 
and an active member of the Granada Presbyterian 
Church, Coral Gables, the Globe Trotters Club of 
Miami and the Florida Historical Society. He also had 
been accepted into the Alabama Historical Society, 
being quite at home in Alabama as well as in Georgia, 
and in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 


His activities in Georgia were almost as extensive 
as those in Florida. In the early thirties, on a 3,000- 
acre ranch on Lookout Mountain in northwest Georgia, 
he began raising purebred Hereford cattle, starting 
more as a hobby than a business venture. This hobby 
grew into a big cattle and farming business and his 
prize cattle won dozens of blue ribbons before the 
ranch was sold in 1954. About nine miles south of 
the ranch, at Cloudland, was his twenty-acre estate 
and large, three-story summer home, “Ben-Mar’”, 
where he entertained Governors of Georgia, Florida 
and Tennessee and many other prominent guests. 


He was vice president of the Cloudland Home 
Owners Association and did much for the northwest 
section of Georgia in getting roads built and parks 
established. He was credited with the idea and stim- 
ulus which resulted in opening roads which saved 
many miles on the route to Tennessee. 


His claim to a role in the historical development 
of Georgia is based principally on the part he played 
in the return of Dade County, Georgia, to the Union. 
It seems that, before the Civil War, Dade County 
seceded from the Union before the State of Georgia 
formally seceded. After the war, since it was not 
part of the Georgia secession, that county did not 
consider itself back in the Union. Mr. Fultz caught 
this technicality and brought it to the attention of 
the Governor of Georgia, with the result that Dade 
County was formally brought back into the Union, with 
much fanfare, in the year 1945! The ceremony was 
attended by the Governors of Georgia, Alabama and 
Tennessee. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Mr. Fultz knew everyone and was well known in 
that section of Georgia, where he was considered 
an excellent business man. He was distinguished, 
liked and respected by everyone, and was welcomed 
equally into the homes of the leaders and those of 
the mountain people. He had many warm friends 
in the little wayside antique shops. They appreciated 
his fine collection of antiques, which included books, 
guns and pistols. Some of the guns were very old 
and rare. His collection of dueling pistols, always in 
pairs, was of great interest to collectors and dealers. 
Many of these were kept in “The Lodge”, a cottage 
on top of Lookout Mountain. There, too, Mr. Fultz 
kept his many blue ribbon rosettes and photos of 
his prize-winning Herefords. A believer in slogans, 
he had hundreds of cards printed bearing such gems 


of wisdom as, “What the mouth hath spoken, twenty 


oxen cannot pull back.” 

On June 26, 1915, at West Palm Beach, Herman 
Bennett Fultz married Zula Leona Merriam, daughter 
of Lauren G. and Leona (Mead) Merriam. They had 
two children: 

1, Leona Mary, now Mrs. Russell E. Midgley of 
San Francisco, California, born in Fort Lauderdale 
October 1, 1916; 

2. Bennettt Merriam Fultz, born in Miami Septem- 
ber 26, 1919. He married Louise Drew of Atlanta. 
They now live in Melbourne, Florida, and have 
three children: 

1) Bennett Drew (“Beedy’”), born December 14, 
1941, in Georgia; 

2) Elizabeth Drew, born January 12, 1943, in Georgia; 

3) Bonnie Louise, born May 30, 1949, in Birming- 
ham, Alabama. 

The first Mrs. Herman B. Fultz died and Mr. 
Fultz later married Mrs. Lena Hogan Hamilton, a 
long-time resident of Miami. His widow now resides 
in Coral Gables, where she is active in civic, welfare, 
social and club affairs. 

Herman ‘Bennett Fultz died in Miami May 13, 
1958, and was buried in Summerville, Georgia, near 
his summer home. 


JOHN SHIVELY KNIGHT 


Recognized by all as one of America’s outstanding 
newspaper editors and publishers, John Shively 
Knight of the Miami Herald is a study in contrasts, 
A hard-working editor, he dresses like an investment 
broker. An almost austere reserve covers his soft- 
heartedness and a diplomat’s suavity conceals the 
toughness of his mind. No two of his papeis are 
alike. His weekly “Editor’s Notebook” draws more 
mail than any other feature in his four newspapers 
and is often reprinted in other papers. 

Son of Charles Landon and Clara _ (Scheifly) 
Knight, he was born in Bluefield, West Virginia, 
October 26, 1894. His father, who was born in Georgia, 


owned the Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal by 1915, 


having been its advertising manager since 1900. He 
came to Akron a typical southern Democrat but 
changed to Bull Moose in 1912 and in 1920 was 
elected to Congress as a Republican. 

John S. Knight attended Tome School, Maryland, 
1911 to 1914 and Cornell University from 1914 to 1917. 


_As a boy he sold papers on the street and during 


vacations worked in all departments of the Akron 
Beacon Journal. In 1920 he went to work as a re- 
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porter for the Beacon Journal and five years later 
he was managing editor. It was not a paternalistic 
appointment—he had mastered his job. When his 
father died in 1933, he became president and editor of 
the Akron Beacon Journal. 

On November 30, 1937, he purchased the Miami 
Herald. He also bought the Miami Tribune and 
merged it with the Herald.-On May 1, 1940, he pur- 
chased the Detroit Free Press; in 1944, the Chicago 
Daily News, which he sold in 1958; in 1954, the 
Charlotte (North Carolina) Observer, and in 1959 the 
Charlotte News. Unlike his father, he has no political 
connections. 


He served nine years as a director of the Associated 
Press and was its first vice president in 1956. He is 
a director of the Charlotte Observer and the Char- 
lotte News: a trustee of Cornell University and the 
University of Miami. In 1940 he established the Knight 
Memorial Fund which commemorates his father by 
helping worthy students. 

In 1945 Mr. Knight received an honorary degree 
of Doctor of Laws from Akron University; in 1946, 
a similar degree from Northwestern University, and 
that same year was awarded a medal for distinctive 
achievement in newspaper publishing by Syracuse 
University School of Journalism. In 1946, also, he 
received the Citation of Merit from the Poor Richard 
Club and the Brotherhood of Children Award. In 
1947 he received the Frank M. Hawks Memorial 
Trophy; in 1949, the Honor Award for distinguished 
service in journalism from the University of Mis- 
souri; and in 1954, the LaPrensa Award. 

He is a member of the American Society of News- 
paper Editors and a past president of the same; a 
former honorary president of Sigma Delta Chi, the 
national journalistic fraternity, and of Phi Sigma 
Kappa fraternity; a member of the Episcopal Church 
at Akron, Ohio; the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Legion, and the Forty-and-Eight Society. 

In World: War I he served, from 1917 to 1919, in 
the Motor Transport Corps, 113th Infantry, and re- 
ceived his Second Lieutenant commission on the 
battlefield in France, where he fought in the Alsace- 
Lorraine and the Argonne campaigns. Shortly before 
the Armistice he shifted to the fledgling Air Corps, 
in which he served until discharged June 26, 1919. 
In World War II he was drafted to serve as chief 
American liaison officer with the censorship office in 
London and worked through the London blitz until 
his job was completed. Later he covered the Japanese 
surrender aboard the “Missouri” and entered Japan 
with the first Occupation troops. 

Mr. Knight is a member of the Portage Country 
Club, Akron, Ohio; the Tin Whistles, Pinehurst, North 
Carolina; the Union Club, Cleveland; the Detroit 
Athletic, Detroit Club, Detroit Economic, Detroit 
Country and the Grosse Pointe Club at Detroit; the 
Burning Tree Club, Washington, D. C.; Old Elm 
Club, Fort Sheridan, Illinois; Glenview Golf Club, 
Glenview, Illinois; the Bath Club and the Indian 
Creek Country Club, Miami. He appears in “Who’s 
Who in America” for 1960. 


WINIFRED BUSH HILL 


Daughter of Franklin Coleman Bush and _ Isabel 
Brown Bush, Winifred Bush Hill was born in Oco- 
nomowoe, Wisconsin, June 25, 1907. She graduated 
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from Miami High School, attended the English Clas- 
sical School at Tampa and Miss Harris’ School for 
Girls in Miami. She also attended Johns Hopkins 
University and the Peabody Conservatory of Music 
at Baltimore, from which she was graduated with 
a Bachelor of Music degree. She taught piano at 
the University of Miami and privately for six years. 

At China, Maine, on July 16, 1927, Winifred Bush 
married Adoniram Judson Hill, who was born in 
Trenton, Tennessee, October 18, 1903, son of Warren 
Robert and Mary Dee Hill; his father born in 1880, 
his mother in 1884. 

A. Judson Hill has been an attorney in Miami 
since 1929. He is a graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, and served 
as a Commander in the United States Navy during 
World War II from 1940 to 1946. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hill have two sons: Franklin Judson 
Hill, born May 28, 1930; and Geoffrey Harwood Hill, 
born January 18, 1937; both born in Miami. 

Mrs. Hill is a member of Sigma Alpha Iota, na- 
tional musical fraternity; past president of the Miami 
Music Club; vice-president of the Pioneers’ De- 
scendants Club; president of the Diggers’ Garden 
Club; a member of the D. A. R., the Junior League 
of Miami, the Coral Gables Country Club, the Coral 
Reef Yacht Club, the Episcopal Church, and the 
Cancer Association of the University of Miami Women. 

Modestly she calls herself a homemaker. She is 
also an accomplished musician and a patron of the 
arts. 


FRANKLIN COLEMAN BUSH 
ISABEL BROWN BUSH 


When Miami was in its infancy it had the good 
fortune to have as residents this couple of musical 
artists of the highest professional rank who, at a 
very early date in the city’s history, founded the 
Miami Conservatory of Music. 

Franklin Coleman Bush was born near the shores 
of Lake Champlain at Alburg, Vermont, in November, 
1869. Both his parents were musicians, his father 
being a good theorist and his mother a pianist. From 
them he received his first instruction in music. His 
studies were continued with the famous piano virtu- 
oso and composer, W. C. E. Seeboeck, a pupil of 
Rubenstein and Brahms, and with Arthur Friedheim, 
Liszt’s great pupil. After graduating from the Chicago 
College of Music, Mr. Bush became Mr. Seeboeck’s 
assistant in his piano classes and substituted for him 
in many concerts. He appeared in the largest cities 
in the United States and Canada and met with 
unanimous praise by press and critics. 


Not satisfied with anything less than perfection, 
Mr. Bush went to Berlin and Leipzig, Germany, and 
studied piano under Felix Dreyschock of the Stern 
Conservatorium and theory with O. B. Boise. On 
returning to America he toured the country for 
several months, giving concerts, and met with pro- 
nounced success. : 

For several years Mr. Bush was Director of Music 
at Keinwood Institute, Chicago, and then at Waynes- 


burg College, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Bush also was on 


Se 


the musical faculty of the college. The severe northern 
winters were unfavorable to the health of Mrs. Bush, 
and so the couple resigned from their position in 


Waynesburg and came to Miami, with no intention 
of pursuing their professional work there. Their 
first year was occupied with outdoor activities, and 
Mr. Bush planted extensive orange, grapefruit and 
lime groves. However, they gave concerts frequently 
and played before the State Horticultural Society 
meetings. 

So many requests for tessons were received that, 
in 1903, Mr. Bush opened the Miami Piano and Violin 
School. In less than six months the studio was out- 
grown and Mr. Bush purchased the property on 
Twelfth or Flagler Street for larger quarters. Voice, 
Dramatic Art and Language departments were added 
and the name changed to the Miami Conservatory 
of Music, according to the April 8, 1906, issue of 
the Daily Miami Metropolis. (This Conservatory 
passed out of existence in 1913. The present Con- 
servatory was founded by Miss Bertha Foster in 
1921.) Another addition, a Musical Kindergarten, was 
regarded by Director Bush as one of the most im- 
portant departments of the Conservatory. 

The Jacksonville Times-Union of February 10, 1905, 
published the following comment: 

“Few cities the size of Miami can boast of a Con- 
servatory of Music which is in every department 
equal to the Conservatories in the cities of the North. 
The entire corps of teachers is among the best that 
can be found. The citizens of Miami are proud of 
this institution.” 

The first graduating piano recital of the new Con- 
servatory was given on April 24, 1906, by Miss Eva 
Yarborough. The front-page report of the event by 
the Daily Miami Metropolis spoke of it in glowing 
words and said it was “a source of great pride to 
the master, Professor Franklin Coleman Bush, and 
Miss Yarborough’s friends, who have awaited her 
public appearance with interest.” It said, further: 
“Professor and Mrs. Bush and their assistant teachers 
are of the professional ranks, and all who graduate 
under them have the sure foundation for successful 
careers.” 

By that time the Conservatory had outgrown its 
quarters for the second time and a new building 
was planned which would accommodate boarding as 
well as day students. Many northern pupils were 
already enrolled and several came from Palm Beach 
and other points in the county for weekly lessons. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bush were also in charge of the 
musical education at the Florida Adirondack School 
for Boys at Coconut Grove. With George Merrick 
Mr. Bush was a co-founder of Coconut Grove and 
Coral Gables. He was president of Miami’s Bush 
and Safford Piano Company. Also, as agent for the 
Steinway Piano, he brought into Florida its first 
Steinway Grand piano, which is now on display at 
the Stephen Foster Museum at Crystal Springs, Flor- 
ida. It was presented ta the museum by Bush’s 
daughter, Mrs. A. Judson Hill of Miami. 

Isabel Brown Bush was born at Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin, in October, 1860. She received her first 
instruction in music from Gustav Bach, one time 
concert master with the Damrosch Orchestra of New 
York, and from Madame Zillioux, a graduate of the 
Paris Conservatory of Music. She studied piano with 
Arthur Friedheim, violin with Bernard Listemann, 
and theory with Lewis Falk and Borowski, and under 
these masters graduated from the Chicago College 
of Music. Later she finished her studies in Berlin 
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under the best masters of the Stern Conservatorium. 
She held letters of commendation from prominent 
musicians of America and Europe. In her public 
work in Chicago and the West she was very suc- 
cessful. She was a most enthusiastic teacher and her 
pupils advanced rapidly. 

Isabel Brown Bush died October 3, 1918, at the 
age of thirty-seven. In 1919 Mr. Bush was married 
to Dorothea Steele of Chicago, member of a well- 
known newspaper family. Franklin Coleman Bush 
died May 18, 1938, at the age of sixty-nine. 


HAROLD WESLEY DORN 


Harold Dorn and his brother, Robert, first came to 
South Miami, then named Larkins, in December, 1910. 
The town already had a railroad, with a station, a post 
office and two stores, and some 50 to 75 inhabitants. Its 
founder, W. A. Larkins, had already lived there a dozen 
years with his family, was postmaster and ran a store. 
The brothers immediately started raising tomatoes out 
on Snapper Creek Glade some two miles west of town. 

Harold Wesley Dorn was born in Elkhart, Indiana, 
June 22, 1886. His father, Peter Wesley Dorn, born in 
Middleburg, Pennsylvania, August 24, 1850, owned and 
operated a dry goods and department store in Elkhart 
for many years. Harold’s mother was Mary Elizabeth 
Huyck, born in Adrian, Michigan, February 8, 1852. The 
family moved to Chicago when the boys were small. 
Harold Dorn graduated from Calumet High School in 
Chicago in 1903 and had nearly two years of study at 
the University of Chicago. 

The brothers had arrived in Miami on a bright Octo- 
ber 20, 1910, just after a late hurricane, more notable 
for rainfall than wind. The “Magic City” by the census 
of that year had a population of 5,600, with about as 
many more people scattered through a long Dade Coun- 
ty, extending then from the St. Lucie River to the upper 
Keys. The main interest of most Dade Countians was 
agriculture, much more than now, with real estate and 
tourism following closely. 


Dade County was already the largest tomato-growing 

section of Florida and continues so until today. Winter 
and spring tomato fields stretched from Little River 
and Arch Creek, the principal sections, down around 
the young city, south as far as Perrine and Tom Peters’ 
big glade. Homestead, ten years newer than Miami, 
was just starting. There were packing houses at the 
main centers, including one at Larkins, and tomatoes 
were shipped by rail cars or express in the old forty- 
pound six-basket carrier crates to many markets 
through the winter and spring, mostly to the large cities 
of the North. 
‘ In fruit, Dade County’s principal product was grape- 
fruit. The main groves were soutwest of Miami, trib- 
utary to it and Coconut Grove, with smaller acreage 
all the way from the new Redland section up to the 
Bryan groves just below Fort Lauderdale. Broward 
County had not yet been carved out of Dade. There 
was already a good production from perhaps a total of 
1,000 acres, steadily increasing. Orange production was 
comparatively very small at any time. The warmer win- 
ters gave Dade County an earlier production of grape- 
fruit than up-state, at its best prices, and growers were 
making money. 

In the tropical fruits, there were seedling avocado 
trees scattered in many places, from house lots to small 
groves. In addition, there were a few blocks of the 


new Trapp and Pollock avocados, largest being the Bliss 
grove, just above Buena Vista station east of the rail- 
road. At Miami Beach, so far only a name, the Col- 
lins and Pancoast family had started planting what was 
to become the largest grove in the County, mostly in 
budded Trapp trees, produced by George Cellon, pio- 
neer nurseryman. 

There were scattered mango trees, too, in most sec- 
tions. These were still nearly all producing the old 
seedling fruit, known as the turpentine, the Red 11 and 
the peach mangoes. All were small, juicy, sweet and 
full of fibre. The peach had the least color, but also the 
least fibre. The others were colorful on the trees, but 
the favorite quip was that the best place to eat them 
was in the bathtub. The future of the mango as a com- 
mercial fruit was bound up in the new Haden variety, 
just starting on its career, and the first “break-through” 
into superior size, color and quality. 

In November, 1896, Captain John J. Haden, just re- 
tired from the United States Army and stationed in 
Wyoming, had heard about the new city of Miami, had 
come to Florida with his wife, Florence, and after 
traveling about the state had bought a tract of land on 
the ridge above Biscayne Bay a mile south of the old 
Coconut Grove settlement. From the start he was much 
interested in tropical fruits, especially mangoes. In West 
Palm Beach there was growing a tree of the Mulgoba 
variety, planted there in 1889 by Dr. Elbridge Gale as a 
direct import from India. This fruit was a great ad- 
vance over the small seedlings of the South Florida 
coast, in size, in color and especially in fine flavor and 
freedom from fibre. Captain Haden had made the trip 
to West Palm Beach one summer when the Mulgoba 
had a good crop, shortly before his death in 1903, and 
had brought home some fruit and planted the seed on 
his land, overlooking the Bay. 

In the summer of 1910 these Mulgoba seedlings had 
produced a good crop in some variety of size and color, 
as the Indian mangoes do not come true to seed. The 
fruit of one tree was larger than the Mulgoba, with 
brilliant color and notable flavor. Mrs. Haden and the 
horticulturists who came to admire it named it the Ha- 
den. She gave some budwood from this tree to Edward 
Simmonds, head of the Brickell Avenue Plant Intro- 
duction Garden, who in turn divided it with George 
Cellon, the leading nurseryman here. 

In the early summer of 1911, when their first win- 
ter’s tomato farming was finished, Harold and Robert 
Dorn investigated the local avocado and mango situa- 
tion. They soon found these two most interesting local 
men who qualified as authorities on tropical fruits and 
were sponsoring the new Haden mango. Edward Sim- 
monds was an Englishman, a product of the famous Kew 
Gardens, and in charge of the original Brickell Avenue 
Garden, a few blocks south of the Miami River. There 
the imports of plants from all over the tropical world 
through the United States Department of Agriculture 
were established and propagated. These introductions 
of new varieties of mangoes, avocados and other fruits 
was even then under the general direction of Dr. David 
Fairchild, who spent most of his time searching the 
tropical world for new products. 

The other authority was George B. Cellon, of French 
ancestry and a native of Gainesville, Florida. Close to 
his grove and home, west of Buena Vista on the Allapat- 
tah Road, now 36th Street, he operated the largest 
nursery for avocados and mangoes in Florida. This 
nursery had been started by him in 1901, and it was 
due to George Cellon that the first two standard va- 
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rieties of avocados, Pollock and Trapp, were selected 
and propagated. These two were already being grown 
by a few of the most progressive growers of Dade 
County, in addition to the common seedling trees. 

George Cellon was similarly pioneering and improv- 
ing quality of local mangoes by selected new Indian 
imports. When the Dorn brothers first visited him, he 
had already grown and sold some nursery stock of the 
Mulgoba mango, the earliest import from India, and 
was then engaged in propagating the first Haden man- 
goes. He and his assistant, Del Drawdy, were almost 
the only ones who could produce planting stock true to 
variety by the same budding method which was al- 
ready used in grapefruit and orange nurseries. On the 
Haden, Cellon produced some 2,000 budded nursery 
trees from several sticks of budwood within three 
years, a feat of horticultural magic that has hardly 
been appreciated yet. 


The parents of the Dorn brothers were still living in 
Chicago in the summer of 1911, at the family home in 
Beverly Hills which the sons had left the previous Oc- 
tober. Now they decided to sell the house there and 
move down to Larkins, encouraged by the favorable re- 
ports on Dade County which their sons were writing 
to them. From the proceeds of the sale the boys vur- 
chased a first 140 acres of pine land on the old Larkins 
Road, now Sunset Drive, a mile west of the railroad. 
Fruit-growing appeared to have a substantial advantage 
over raising vegetables. Ten acres on the south side 
of Sunset were selected as the family home, and there 
a two-story concrete house was shortly built. This is 
still there, at the corner of Southwest 69th Street. 


The Dorns bought other land to the west, including 
a homestead at the northeast corner of Palmetto Road. 
Upon his marriage to Mabel Frances White in 1913, 
Harold Dorn built a home on this corner, where Mr. 
and Mrs. Dorn lived from 1914 until the land was taken 
for the Palmetto Expressway in 1960. Their four chil- 
dren were all born and raised there. Both these houses 
were on ten acres of land and both were planted to 
fruit trees, heavily avocados and mangoes. The other 
tracts of both subdivisions were sold to friends and 
groves planted. In a period between the 1912 and 1925 
boom, Harold and Robert Dorn planted some 250 acres 
‘of grove for various owners in this area, mostly grape- 
fruit, avocado and mango trees. 


In the same period between 1912 and 1914, Harold 
and Robert Dorn had acquired two tracts of land at 
Larkins Station. They started to ship local vegetables 
and fruits in 1913 and at the time of the outbreak of the 
first World War in Europe, in the summer of 1914, they 
built a packing house on the Larkins sidetrack. In this, 
for many years, they packed and shipped local vege- 
tables, mostly tomatoes, also pepper, eggplant and 
squash, plus the local fruits. Up to 1925, grapefruit was 
the most important of these, picked in the nearby grove 
section from the Trail south to Perrine. The volume of 
avocados was rather small in 1914 but new acreage, 
both of their own planting and other growers, enlarged 
this volume from year to year. Mangoes had an even 
slower start and there was some damage to both fruits 
from the freeze of February, 1917. Recovery from this 
was rapid, and the volume of both fruits and vegetables 
bought, packed and sold increased in the years from 
1918 to the 1925 boom. 

In the fall of 1924, with a fast-growing number of new 
settlers in the county and the general increase of wealth 
in all states, a real estate boom developed in Dade 


County which carried everyone along with it. Both 
planted groves and unimproved land were bought and 
sold with a startling increase in prices throuzh the 
year 1925. Harold Dorn was in the real estate business 
with salesmen and many land transactions. The entire 
county was involved in this madness, and agriculture 
was half forgotten. Real estate prices advanced entirely 
out of reason, but in 1926 it all collapsed. The Dorns, 
like others, salvaged what they could from the wreck- 
age. 

Early in 1926 the citizens of Larkins decided to in- 
corporate as the City of South Miami. Harold Dorn was 
a member of the first City Council, continuing for two 
more terms. 

On September 18, 1926, Miami and surrounding sec- 
tions were victims of the worst hurricane in Dade’s his- 
tory. The result of depression and storm, plus the gen- 
eral depression throughout the United States in the 
early thirties, brought down land values here to even 
less than their true value, but revived interest in agri- 
culture. People were still eating and farmers and grove 
owners were still growing on a larger scale. The devel- 
opment of long-distance trucks added their factor to 
earlier shipments by rail cars and express. Production 
of both fruits and vegetables increased throughout the 
State. Grapefruit in Dade County never recovered its 
importance after the boom but all vegetable lines, avo- 
cados and mangoes continued to expand. 

In this period between 1920 and 1960, Harold Dorn 
bought and sold not only an increased volume of local 
fruits but also vegetables from the entire South Florida 
section, extending from Lake Okeechobee south through 
the big Pompano area to Homestead, with a number 
of spring tomato deals in such sections as Wauchula, 
Palmetto, and even in the newly developing tomato 
sections in East and South Georgia. This business was 
started and continued in its early years as Dorn Broth- 
ers & Company. In the 1920’s this was changed to H. W. 
Dorn & Company and since 1933 it has been the Dorn 
Fruit & Vegetable Company. Just recently the central 
property at South Miami has been sold and the old 
packing house was abandoned in the summer of 1960. 

Harold’s wife, Mabel, in the twenties, took the world 
of ornamental plants and trees in South Florida as her 
province and became an authority on their characteris- 
tics and cultivation. She has written three books on this 
subject, besides retaining an unfailing interest for over 
thirty years in the encouragement of the increasing 
number of garden clubs in Dade County. A separate 
account of her activities follows. 


MABEL FRANCES WHITE DORN 


“When Mabel and Harold Dorn came from Chicago 
to settle in the high pineland of South Florida, the 
scrub palmettos, the limestone rock and the sand seemed 
unpromising materials out of which to build a garden 
such as they were familiar with in the North. Mabel 
tried hard, but she soon realized that there could be at 
best only a threadbare garden and, after all, wasn’t it 
a stupid thing to attempt when there was the wealth 
of the tropical world to choose from? And so, she began 
to put out all sorts of tropical plants about their house. 
And they learned to like the flavors of new tropical 
fruits and to enjoy the gorgeous beauty of the coconut 
palms and the flowering trees and shrubs.” 

So wrote Dr. David Fairchild in his foreword to 
Mabel Dorn’s book, “Tropical Gardening for South 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Florida,” published in 1952. She had previously written 
“Under the Coconuts,” “Oh, My Garden,” and “Book of 
Twelve,” in reverse order. Her first book was published 
in the 1930’s. Although her subject is technical, her 
treatment of it is far from being a dry, scientific disser- 
tation. Like her husband in his writing on tropical 
fruits, she has a gift for expression and makes you feel 
the warm glow of her love of flowers and trees and all 
growing things. 

Born in Chicago, Illinois, March 15, 1889, she is the 
daughter of Frank Herbert White, a native of Bangor, 
Maine, and Carrie Sassaman of Chicago. Her family 
was closely identified with Chicago, where her father 
was a grain trader on the Chicago Board of Trade. She 
graduated from Calumet High School and from the 
University of Chicago with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 

At her mother’s home in Beverly Hills, Chicago, on 
May 19, 1913, Mabel Frances White married Harold 
Wesley Dorn, who after three years in Larkins (later 
South Miami) had returned to claim her as his bride. 

Her first question on arriving in South Florida was 
“Where are the flowers?” She expected to see them 
everywhere. Quoting further from her latest book: “The 
gaudy foreign-looking foliage plants here and there, 
masquerading as flowers, irked me to the depths of my 
being. There was no rest in them, nor anything else 
about them to invite the soul. I tried to be polite about 
them when people pridefully showed me their thrifty 
specimens grown from cuttings, but all these variegated 
crotons and acalyphas did for me was to make me des- 
perately homesick for something else... 


“It was on a ten-acre clearing cut from the forest 
primeval that we built our bungalow of the native 
Caribbean pine, open to the southeast breeze. Our house 
was set well back from the road, and we hoped to have 
a lawn and shade trees some day, but had no idea how 
to go about it. Nobody else knew anything’‘either, other 
than planting Australian pines and red hibiscus along 
the road. It simply wasn’t done. Lawns were practically 
unknown, or confined to city lots, and considered highly 
unnecessary at best in this pioneer country. 

“Although the woods were all about us, nary a tree 
had been left in our clearing to break the intensity of 
the tropic sun, which beat mercilessly down on the roof 
and in through the screened porches. There was not a 
spear of green anywhere, for not even weeds grow in 
newly-cleared land. The glare was terrific . . . The 
longing for shade in those early days was such an ab- 
sorbing passion with me that the mere flicker of a vel- 
vet-bean leaf up a trellis was an event giving food for 
thought. ... 


“T soon learned that the difference was far greater 
than I had imagined. Everything was different—the 
soil, the climate, even the planting seasons. The very 
plant material was as unknown to newcomers from the 
north as it was generally unobtainable. Moreover, it was 
almost impossible to get floricultural information, be- 
cause in this new country most of the people were as 
new as myself. The little bit that was offered was, for 
the most part, of a negative character. It seemed to give 
old settlers a certain amount of joy in telling newcom- 
ers what wouldn’t grow here. 

“Craving green and a semblance of beauty more than 
anything else, I struggled with the rocky soil, assisted 
by willing Nassaus with their grub-hoes, picks, and 
dynamite . . . I studied seed catalogs as if my life de- 
pended upon it and experimented with the flowers I had 
grown up with, planting them wherever and whenever 


my floral spirit dictated, regardless of season. I could 
not understand why everything seemed to be so topsy- 
turvy from the criterion of my limited northern expe- 
rience. When it was wet enough to plant nasturtiums, 
for example, in summer, it was too hot, and they wilted. 
When it was cool enough in the fall, the sand was too 
dry to raise them without incessant watering, which 
feat was well-nigh impossible with buckets of water 
hauled from a hand-pump. 

“My best gardening efforts that first year in new 
soil resulted in a pathetic, pindling row of asters in 
the dry sand and rocks in front of the house. I pondered 
at length on the contrariness of Old Mother Nature in 
this reputed Land of Flowers. 


“It was one day in June in the fourth year of my fu- 
tile struggling against odds in this strange country that 
a small tree was sent me from the Department of Agri- 
culture. I was intrigued by the description on its large 
metal tag—Spathodea Campanulata, a tall ornamental 
tree from West Africa, bearing huge trusses of flame- 
colored tulips. I put it in a glass of water to spend the 
night. Next day, by merest chance, I planted my eight- 
inch tree in a dynamited hole at the southeast corner 
of the house. I could not have selected a more pro- 
tected spot for this tender tree if I had known then as 
much about it as I do today. 

“The little tree grew rapidly and with utter abandon, 
actually thriving in the rocky, sandy soil under the hot 
summer sun and pounding rains, with but very little 
attention aside from my amazement at its phenomenal 
development. I have always felt greatly indebted to that 
beautiful plant immigrant from Africa, which made me 
tree-conscious, and from which I learned so many les- 
sons in tropical horticulture. 


“Moreover, this little tree while developing its own 
roots carried mine also deep into Florida’s rocky soil... 
No longer was I straddling like a giant Atlas, with one 
foot in Chicago and the other in South Florida. This 
country, if not my native land, was my new home, and 
one with vital new interests and infinite possibilities for 
beauty. With the blooming of my African Spathodea 
_.. I sensed that I could learn to love these new plants 
from the tropics as much as the familiar ones from the 
temperate zone, for which I pined... gradually I had 
stumbler on this vital fact. I no longer lived in the 
north but in South Florida, and nearer the equator than 
Cairo, Egypt. What I needed horticulturally, therefore, 
was nothing the temperate zone could give me. I knew 
that I would have to look for my flowers to the un- 
known tropical trees, shrubs and vines that somehow 
seemed to belong here once they were established in the 
garden. From that moment my tropical quest began...” 


There were no local nurseries, except for fruit trees. 
Reasoners, at Oneco in Manatee County, was the horti- 
cultural Mecca of those days. From them Mrs. Dorn 
ordered everything recommended for South Florida. 
There were no books to study, either; only first-hand 
experience with people and plants. 

Mrs. Dorn expresses a debt of gratitude to Dr. John 
C. Gifford, who was Professor of Tropical Forestry at 
the University of Miami. He taught her that the tip of 
South Florida, with Lake Okeechobee as the northern 
limit, is tropical. He advocated planting tropical tree- 
gardens on pineland in close formation, emulating the 
pine forest that once covered the land, thus affording 
protection from the destructive forces of the earth. In 
South Florida there is one for each season: the tropic 
sun of mid-summer, the hurricane winds of autumn, 
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the frosts and occasional freezes of winter, and the 
droughts of spring. , 

Speaking of hurricanes, it was the hurricane of Sep- 
tember, 1926, that awakened South Florida to conscious- 
ness of its trees. Edward Simmonds of the Plant In- 
troduction Garden maintained for years that we shou'd 
plant trees that bend before the wind. These will whip 
the ground under stress and snap back. Branches may 
be twisted off, every leaf may blow off, or the whole 
tree may be uprooted, but the tree itself remains intact 
and takes but a short time to come back. Examples are 
the palms, citrus and ficus (fig) trees, and the Aus- 
tralian pines when properly planted in deep holes. The 
pinnate leaves of the Royal Poinciana and Jacaranda 
allow the wind to whistle through, whereas trees of 
heavy foliage may be bowled over. 

“It is interesting to note,” writes Mrs. Dorn, “that the 
very things which we in our ignorance cursed—the 
leaching sand, omnipresent rock and alkaline soil—are 
really blessings in disguise for tree growth ... The 
sand affords immediate drainage during the rainy sea 
son, with no... stagnant water or root rot. The porous 
rock conserves moisture in dry weather and furnishes 
an anchorage for the roots of trees in high wind. The 
very alkalinity of the soil which is often deplored .. . 
proves to be an asset rather than a liability, because 
most tropical plants require an alkaline soil. Last but 
not least, the much maligned sterility of pineland is 
mostly on the surface ... as it has been amply demon- 
strated that there is plenty of nourishment in our pine- 
lands for the support of timber trees. In going after 
it the tree acts as its own plough, digging what minerals 
it needs for sustenance from the lower strata of the 
soil.” 


Mrs. Dorn’s early hobby of raising chickens, although 
not undertaken for that purpose, proved a valuable aid 
in her struggle to raise plants and vegetables. She 
writes: . . . “the chickens, all unknown to me, were 
busy soil building... when my pedigreed Leghorns were 
shelling out eggs, they were also producing quantities 
of the best possible fertilizer for tropical plants on new 
soil.” It wasn’t long before the wire covering the chicken 
pens was laced through with masses of the lovely laven- 
der-blue blossoms of the vigorous Solanum Wendlandi, 
known as Paradise Vine. At the same time there were 
flaming dwarf poincianas in a mass of gorgeous bloom 
on one side of the house and a yellow Allamanda flour- 
ishing in the hot sun on the other side. 


Mabel Dorn’s book on tropical gardening leaves noth- 
ing to the imagination. All phases of the science and art 
are covered—how, when, where and what to plant; wa- 
tering, feeding, pruning, pests, cuttings, transplanting; 
many pages of listings of various flowering trees, shruks, 
vines and other plants under their botanical names, 
giving the popular name where there is one, and a de- 
scription of each, with separate listings in color groups, 
and, finally, a chapter on tropical fruits. 

Through the years since she arrived as a bride in 
the sandy wasteland of her South Florida home, this 
woman has acquired a wealth of knowledge of the true 
nature of this land, of what will grow here and how to 
make it grow, and through her writings has passed on 
to others the benefits of her hard-won knowledge and 
experience. 

Like the strains of a theme-song, woven into the pages 
of her books, are selections from the poems of Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas, author of “The Everglades,” “Road 
to the Sun,” “Hurricane” and Florida stories published 


in the Saturday Evening Post, who in years gone by 
had a daily column called “The Galley” in the Miami 
Herald. In this, to quote Mrs. Dorn, “for four years she 
sang in prose and poetry of this new land which she 
loved.” Quoting further: .. . “Every morning there was 
a new regional poem to head her column, written on 
the spur of the moment, and each morning all over 
South Florida people drank their coffee in tune with 
what MSD had to say that day. 

“Even before I knew her she was describing in verse 
the same ideas I was struggling to express with plants 
in Dade County’s rocky soil—all about the different 
seasons, our gorgeous tropic colors, and the joy of gar- 
dening. Later, it was such fun working with her, for 
everyone needs someone with whom to share one’s 
dreams. 

“Aside from and beyond the stimulation of her poems 
and ideas, it was Marjory herself who aided and abetted 
all of my horticultural activities, encouraging me in the 
early days of the South Florida Garden Club, interest- 
ing Dr. Ashe to give us a permanent meeting-place at 
the University, and assisting me in getting out the 
‘Book of Twelve’... 

“Again, Marjory helped us to win fifth prize in a 
National Better Homing campaign sponsored by Pres- 
ident Hoover. She took care of all publicity and later 
wrote up our community effort with such enthusiasm, 
featuring our Plant Exchange, that we won the award. 

“It was Marjory who, throughout the years, be- 
sought, cajoled and entreated me to get all my notes 
together, even to the back of the last envelope. She 
kept the vision of writing a book ever before me, always 
insisting that I could, if I only would. As I assemble 
these pages, therefore, I am using some of her old re- 
gional poems, in order that others may enjoy them 
today when tropical gardening has become so important 
to all of us in this region.” 

Mrs. Dorn was the founder of the South Florida Gar- 
den Club, oldest of the garden study clubs in the coun- 
ty, which she served as president in its first three years. 
from 1926 to 1929. Twenty-five years later she was 
again its president, from 1954 to 1956. She holds hon- 
orary memberships in the Miami Garden Club, the 
South Miami Garden Club and the West End Garden 
Club. She is also an honorary member of the Coco 
Plum Woman’s Club of South Miami, one of the oldest 
in Dade County. In 1950 Mrs. Dorn received the Bar- 
bour Lathrop medal from the Fairchild Tropical Gar- 
den. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold W. Dorn are the parents c’ 
three sons and a daughter, all born in Miami. They 
are: Harold Lewis Dorn, Alice W. Dorn, Philip W. 
Dorn and Kenneth W. Dorn. There are six grandchil- 
dren. 

In May, 1960, the Dorns were forced to give up the 
old home in which they had lived for forty-six years, 
at the northeast corner of Sunset Drive and Palmetto 
Road, because of the Palmetto Expressway. They now 
live about three blocks west at 7950 Sunset Drive. 


LENNA R. WINSLOW 
EMILIE POHL WINSLOW 


That inventors are among the greatest benefactors 
of society is a fact that is not likely to be questioned 
by anyone, Such a one was Lenna R. Winslow, in- 
ventor of the Winslow Automatic Voting Machine. 

He was born in Kokomo. Indiana, October 3, 1868. 
His father, Dr. William Lane Winslow, a dentist and 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


preacher and one-time Mayor of Hutchinson, Kansas, 
was born in Randolph County, North Carolina, 
February 10, 1832; and his mother, Lindamira McLe- 
land Winslow, was born in Henry County, Indiana, 
June 18, 1833. 

Because of a serious illness, young Winslow’s educa- 
tion was informal. His family early noted his gift 
for inventing things of a mechanical nature and en- 
couraged him along these lines. The cash register 
having been invented while he was still a semi- 
invalid, he studied its mechanics carefully with the 
idea of adapting the principle of mechanical pre- 
cision to a voting machine, which he felt was badly 
needed. Although up to that time efforts to produce 
a satisfactory machine had failed, he felt that with 
proper study he could succeed. And he did. 


On March 3, 1903, the Winslow Automatic Voting 
Machine was officially approved in Ohio. On March 
15, 1904, it was approved in Illinois and later in 
Michivan. This machine was first manufactured in 
Mr. Winslow’s own plant in Cleveland and later in 
Toledo. It was declared to be the only voting machine 
patented which was cavable of immediate adjustment 
for all the various classes of voting carried on in 
the United States, and at the same time could be 
used to vote a straight ticket by a single operation. 
It was the only machine at that time permitting 
cumulative voting and registering such votes me- 
chanically. It had no weights, springs, or retracting 
devices which might go out of order, and had a 
combination locking and registering device which 
prevented tampering with the recorded votes. The 
exit of the voter from the compartment through a 
turnstile automatically replaced all operated parts 
in the machine, leaving it ready for the next voter. 
The machine is still in use, although the patent 
has been sold and resold. 

Another important invention of Mr. Winslow’s was 
one patented on May 24, 1932, after he moved to 
Florida for his health. It is described in his “Letters 
Patent” as “a new and useful improvement in ele- 
vators”, and was of great service in this field. It 
featured the continuous rotation of cages, thereby 
saving time and space. 

During World War I Mr. Winslow helved to raise 
millions of dollars in Toledo for the Liberty Loan 
drives. 

On July 20, 1905, in Cleveland, Ohio, he married 
Emilie Pohl, daughter of Louis and Caroline (Czolby) 
Pohl, who was born in Cleveland in 1883. Both her 
parents were born in Marienweddes, Germany, and 
both were naturalized American citizens in 1880. 
Her father was a wood carver in Germany and after 
coming to America did fine woodwork for the Pull- 
man Company. He died May 1, 1933; her mother died 
in 1941. Emilie Pohl was a member of a large family. 
Her oldest brother was a teacher in Lutheran schools 
for forty-five years and her youngest brother was the 
pastor of a Lutheran church. Emilie was educated in 
_Cleveland’s schools and attended Toledo University. 

While living in Toledo Mrs. Winslow was very 
active in women’s organizations and in welfare work, 
as she has been and still is in her Florida home city 
of Miami. In 1921 she was secretary of the Lucas 
County WCTU and was general chairman for the 
WCTU State Convention held in Toledo that year. 
At that time she had long been active in the Toledo 
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Woman’s Club and in the League of Women Voters, 
in which she had served on the Legislative Com- 
mittee. She was one of few Toledo women to hold 
the three certificates issued by the Red Cross for 
completing courses offered at the teaching center, 
and also has a certificate issued by the Toledo 
Chapter of the Americar Red Cross, bearing Woodrow 
Wilson’s signature among others, “in recognition of 
service faithfully performed in behalf of the nation 
and her men at arms.” 

Since December 1954 Mrs. Winslow has been a 
life member of the National Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union. She holds a certificate as a con- 
tributing member of the Crime Commission of Greater 
Miami, dated December 1953; a Citation for Dis- 
tinguished Service from the Dade County unit of 
the American Cancer Society, commending her for 
having “through meritorious assistance and coopera- 
tion made an outstanding contribution in the fight 
to conquer cancer in 1956”; and a Certificate of 
Appreciation, dated October 15, 1959, from the 
Women’s Division of the Miami-Dade County Cham- 
ber of Commerce, of which she is a member, “for 
Civic Leadership and outstanding Service to the 
Community.” She is also a member of the Humane 
Society, the Mental Health Society of Greater Miami, 
the Miami Music Club, the Globe Trotters Club, and 
the Rader Memorial Methodist Church in Miami. 

Mr. Winslow was a member of the Christian Church. 
Having taken up his residence in Miami in 1925, he 
died there October 5, 1943. 


RODDEY B. BURDINE, SR. 
and 
RODDEY B. BURDINE, JR. 


The late Roddey B. Burdine, Sr., was ten years old 
when he came to Miami with his father, William M. 
Burdine, who had been a Lieutenant in the Confed- 
erate Army. The family came to Miami from Bartow, 
Florida, in 1898. Besides Roddey there were two other 
sons: R. F, (Freeman), and William. In October, 1898, 
W. M. Burdine opened a small “Gents Furnishings” 
store on what is now South Miami Avenue, between 
Flagler and First Streets. This business, which operated 
under the name of W. M. Burdine and Son, is now 
Burdine’s, the largest department store in Florida, with 
branches in Fort Lauderdale, West Palm Beach, Miami 
Beach and at 1€3rd Street Center. 

Upon graduating from Miami High School, Roddey 
entered his father’s store and quickly mastered the 
business of a dry-goods merchant. When his father 
died, in 1911, Roddey became head of Burdine’s. The 
Miami News, reporting at that time, said that he “in- 
herited the vision, ability and faith in Miami which 
had been his father’s.” 

In 1912, at the age of twenty-four, he completed the 
remarkable undertaking of the erection and stocking 
of what was then the largest building south of Jack- 
sonville, the Burdine Building on Flagler Street, be- 
tween Miami and First Avenues. Within a few years 
Burdine’s had expanded to such an extent that an an- 
nex much larger than the original structure was re- 
quired to house the greatly enlarged department store: 

Writing in 1925, Isidor Cohen said: “The Burdine 
Building as it now stands is five stories high and extends 
through the block from Flagler Street to Southeast First 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Street with a frontage of fifty feet on Flagler Street, 250 
feet on First Street, and 240 feet on Miami Avenue. Its 
combined floor space aggregates 151,000 square feet. This 
colossal structure houses a modern emporium which 
compares favorably in magnitude and variety of de- 
partments with those of the most notable in the im- 
portant cities of the country, and is a revelation to 
visitors from the metropolises of the nation. This mam- 
moth department store has added materially to the 
prestige of Miami in its important contribution to 
making this city the shopping center of innumerable 
towns and agricultural communities within an extensive 
and rapidly settling territory.” Since then the store has 
undergone further expansion, now occupying a build- 
ing across Miami Avenue, the two buildings connected 
by a bridge over the Avenue. 

Roddey Burdine was called “a prince of a good fel- 
low” and came to be known as “the merchant prince.” 
He never failed to respond to the call of civic duty and 
was prominently identified with diverse movements, 
especially in the inaguration of Miami’s new municipal 
government and in the launching and successful con- 
summation of the Community Chest enterprise, in both 
of which movements he rendered distinguished service. 
When, in 1937, a stadium was dedicated in Miami, it 
was named the Burdine Stadium in honor of Roddey 
Burdine, Sr., who had assisted in its development. Since 
then it has been renamed the Orange Bowl Stadium. 

In the financing of his tremendous department store 
project, Roddey Burdine was ably assisted by his broth- 
er, Freeman, who was a lawyer. Brother William was 
a member of the firm and after the death of Roddey. 
in February, 1936, William served as President until 
1943. He then became Chairman of the Board and G. E. 
Whitten, who had been Roddey Burdine’s assistant, 
and had continued in an executive capacity, moved 
into the presidency. In 1956 Mr. Whitten became Chair- 
man of the Board and A. H. Daniels is now President. 

Roddey Burdine married, as his second wife, Lillian 
Chatham, now Mrs. C. S. O’Brien of Sun Valley, Idaho. 
Their only son, Roddey B. Burdine, Jr., was born 
December 14, 1935, two months before his father died. 
Three years later Mrs. Burdine married Dr. O’Brien, 
a professor at the University of Iowa, and young Rod- 
dey was taken North with his mother. When it came 
time to go to college, Roddey, Jr., chose the University 
of Miami so that he could work in the store part time. 
However, the following year he decided he would 
rather go to a smaller school where he could get a more 
personalized education, and transferred to Coe College 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He continued to work at Bur- 
dine’s during vacations. 

With college and a six months stint in the Air Force 
out of the way, young Roddey returned to Miami, 
took up bachelor quarters, and began his retail training 
in earnest. Having inherited stock from his father, he 
already had a monetary interest in the business. When 
he was placed on the permanent payroll, it was the 
first time a Burdine had taken an active part in the 
store for several years. Senior employess who had 
worked with his father took him under their wing. It 
was decided to bring him up through the merchandis- 
ing ranks. Since then he has had experience in all 
departments, learning all phases of the business. In all 
his activities, his ability and warmth of personality 
have won him many devoted friends. 

A member of the Air Force Reserve, he was re- 
cently recalled to active duty and is stationed in Home- 
stead, Florida. At Coe College he joined the Tau Kappa 
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Epsilon fraternity. He is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. His hobbies are all forms of water 
sports—fishing, swimming, skin diving, boating—and 
he also enjoys skiing in Sun Valley on a vacation. 

Through his father’s first marriage, Roddey Burdine, 
Jr., has two older half sisters. Zada Burdine is the 
wife of Ernest Phipps, “ manager of Burdine’s Fort 
Lauderdale store. Pat Burdine lives in New York City. 


JOHN WILLIAM WATSON, SR. 


“One of the pivots upon which the history of Miami 
and Dade County rests,” as he was called in an early 
History of Dade County (Hollingsworth, 1936), John 
William Watson, Sr., came to Miami from Kissimmee 
in 1905. Son of John W. and Janet (McCubbin) Wat- 
son, natives of Nottaway County, Virginia, he was 
born at Newberg, North Carolina, October 31, 1858. 
His father was of English ancestry and served in the 
Confederate Army during the Civil War. 

His parents having moved to Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina, when he was a young boy, John W. attended 
Lovejoy Academy in Raleigh and then spent two years 
in Louisiana and Texas. Returning to Raleigh when 
he was eighteen, he worked as a clerk for three years; 
then moved on to Georgia and Florida, locating first 
at Cedar Key. From there he migrated to Kissimmee, 
where he settled down and became a hardware mer- 
chant. 

Active in civic affairs, Mr. Watson served as Mayor 
of Kissimmee for two terms, was president of the City 
Council and Chairman of the Board of County Com- 
missioners. In 1896 he was elected to represent Osce- 
ola County in the State Legislature and served six 
consecutive terms. He was Speaker of the House in 
1901. 

In 1895, while on a visit to Miami, he decided to 
open a hardware store there, and operated that as 
well as his Kissimmee store until 1905, when he moved 
his family to Miami and established his permanent 
residence there. 

Continuing his activity in government affairs, he 
was elected to the House of Representatives from 
Dade County in 1905 and then was elected to the 
State Senate. The time he spent in both houses of 
the Legislature from both counties totaled thirty-five 
years. In July, 1912, he was elected to fill the unex- 
pired term of Mayor S. Rodman Smith of Miami, who 
resigned on account of ill health. Mr. Watson was re- 
elected Mayor in 1913 and successfully campaigned for 
another term as Mayor in 1917. In 1920 he campaigned 
unsuccessfully against Park Trammell for Governor. 

In 1882 Mr. Watson married Miss Emma Cora Cha- 
fer in Cedar Key. Their first son, Robert, was born 
there in 1883. Their second child, Janet, was born in 
1885 in Kissimmee, where the third child, John W. Wat- 
son, Jr., was born in 1894. The daughter, Janet, mar- 
ried W. W. Charles in Miami in 1907. Their son, 
William Charles, born in 1911, is a prominent Miami 
lawyer. Their daughter, Janet, is the wife of John 
Otts, a Lieutenant Colonel in the Air Force. After the 
death of her first husband, Mr. Charles, Janet Watson 
married a Jacksonville dentist, Dr. Woodfin Carson, 
who died in 1955. Janet then returned to Miami. 

Emma Chafer Watson died in 1920. Years later, on 
November 10, 1932, Mr. Watson, Sr., married his sec- 
ond wife, Annabel Stephens Hartman, widow of D. L. 
Hartman, Florida’s “Strawberry King.” A well known 
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short story writer who studied journalism and music 
in Paris, Annabel Stephens Watson is a devout patron 
of the arts. In recognition of her distinguished 
achievements Governor David Sholtz made her a 
Colonel on his official staff, 

John W. Watson, Sr., died in Jacksonville February 
7, 1942. He was a member of the Elks, the Knights of 
Pythias and the Masons. Watson Park, on the Rick- 
enbacker Causeway, was named in his honor. 


JOHN WILLIAM WATSON, JR. 


Following in the footsteps of his father, John W. 
Watson, Jr. has helped make Miami history by serving 
as City Attorney for more than thirty years. 

Born in Kissimmee November 20, 1894, he was ten 
or eleven years old when his father moved the family 
to Miami in 1905, and continued his education in the 
public schools of Dade County. He graduated from 
Law School at the University of Florida and started 
practicing law in 1920. His innate ability proved his 
worth to the community, and on February 4, 1924, he 
was appointed City Attorney of Miami, which position 
he held continuously until 1952. Appointed again, he 
served from 1953 to 1955, and at the nresent writing 
(1961) is once more holding that office. He also served 
as City Manager of Miami in 1951-52. 


The following is a partial list of Mr. Watson’s activi- 
ties in the past as City Attorney: Assisting in securing 
Bayfront Park, the municipal docks, terminals and 
vacht basins, and the increased water supply from 
Hialeah; validation of municipal bons for these proj- 
ects; preparation and working out legal questions for 
acquiring lands for five bridges in the city; all legal 
questions pertaining to acquiring the land for the con- 
struction of Biscayne Boulevard and its permanent 
paving, as well as the paving of 500 miles of other 
streets in Miami; handling all legal details involved 
in the annexation of Coconut Grove, Buena Vista, 
Silver Bluff, Lemon City and Little River; the prepa- 
ration of various charter amendments covering numer- 
ous subjects, such as power to purchase lands for 
aviation purposes, power to zone the city for resi- 
dential and business districts; and in pursuance of 
such powers the preparation of numerous laws gov- 
erning these subjects. 


Mr. Watson is a Mason and Shriner, a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity, and a veteran of World 
War I, during which he served in the United States 
Navy for twenty-seven months. He was an officer in 
command of submarine chaser US 226, the first ves- 
sel of its type to be sent overseas for combat during 
World War I. Assigned to the southwest coast patrol 
of the English channel, his ship was first based at 
Weymouth, England; later, when joined by sister 
ships, at Plymouth; and cooperated with the British 
fleet in the German submarine blockade, Lieutenant 
Watson’s division was credited with sinking the U-55, 
a distinction which came only after actual evidence 
that the submarine had been sunk could be produced. 

John W. Watson, Jr. married Alice Elizabeth Paulk 
in Miami on October 25, 1928. Born in Alapaha, Geor- 
gia, in 1909, Mrs. Watson died in Miami April 1, 1935. 
She was a daughter of Dr. George Alonzo Paulk, a 
Miami Ear-Nose-and-Throat specialist, who died in 
1952, and his wife, Doris Kemp Paulk. A sister of 
Mrs. Watson, Mrs. Ernest Felix, was the pioneer tele- 


vision star on a Miami station known professionally as 
Jackie Pierce. 

The children of John W. Watson, Jr. and Alice 
Paulk Watson are John W. Watson, III, whose bio- 
graphy appears in this volume, and Doris Patricia 
Watson Daly, born in 1932. Pat, as she is known, 
graduated cum laude from the University of Miami, 
where she majored in Education. She belonged to the 
Kappa Delta Pi honorary Education sorority, the 
Alpha Lambda Delta honorary scholastic fraternity, 
and Kappa Alpha Theta sorority. In February 1954 
she married John Pendleton Daly, CPA and Regional 
State Auditor for Dade County. He also is a Univer- 
sity of Miami graduate and is a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity. Mr. and Mrs. Daly belong 
to the Coral Gables Country Club and are patrons 
of the Museum of Science and Natural History. They 
attend the Congregational Church. 

As a tribute to John W. Watson, Jr. for his years of 
service to the city, the Miami city commissioners, in 
a special dedication service in February 1961, named 
the city’s new law and communication building the 
Watson Building. 

Besides his other hobbies, which include hunting, 
Mr. Watson has a race horse, “Lady Liz” (named for 
his first granddaughter), which was a winner on the 
tracks for four years during the middle fifties. 


JOHN WILLIAM WATSON, IIT 


The third generation to bear the family name, John 
William Watson III is continuing the famiy tradition 
as a member of the legal profession. Although his 
eminent grandfather was not formally a lawyer, his 
many years of experience in the law-making bodies 
of the State Government practically gave him an 
honorary degree. 

Born in Miami May 19, 1930, John W. Watson III 
attended Coral Gab'es Elementary School, graduated 
from Ponce de Leon High School and from the Uni- 
versity of Florida, where he received his academic 
degree in 1951 and his LL.B. from the Law School in 
1955. Meanwhile he served in the United States Army 
in the Korean War. He is a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity, Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternity, 
the Florida Bar Association, the University Club, 
Coral Gables Country Club, and Plymouth Congrega- 
tional Church. Currently he and his father share the 
same law office in the Pan American Bank Buil¢ing 
in Miami. 

In Miami on April 6, 1951, he married Marilyn 
Beach, daughter of Helen (Ricketts) and Walton M. 
Beach. Mrs. Watson was born July 13, 1931, in Co- 
shocton, Ohio, which was also the birthplace of her 
father, born August 4, 1911. Her mother was born in 
Bristol, Connecticut, October 22, 1911. Mr. Watson 
met his future bride while both were attending the 
Ponce de Leon High School and it was while she was 
attending Florida State University that they were 
married. After the wedding he left for active duty 
with the 712th anti-aircraft battery of the National 
Guard. Mrs. Watson belonged to the Kappa Alpha 
Theta sorority in college. The couple have two 
daughters, born in Miami: Helen Elizabeth, born 
February 3, 1953, and Janet Marilyn, born September 
10, 1957. 

Like his father, John W. the Third enjoys hunting 
on the Watson ranch near Orlando. His other hobby 
is fishing. 
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KATHRYN SLAUGHTER WITTICHEN 


Fortified by a long line of Colonial and Confederate 
ancestry, Kathryn Slaughter Wittichen of Coral Gables 
is a leader among women, a worthy daughter of her 
heritage, and the epitome of all the gracious attributes 
that we associate with Southern womanhood. The en- 
tire South may well take pride in this patrician who 
is a daughter of Mississippi by birth and a Floridian 
by adoption. Original in her ideas and manner of ex- 
pressing them, she challenges attention and awakens 
thought. She is an authority on art, literature and mu- 
sic and for many years has contributed toward the cul- 
tural development of Greater Miami. 

Her roots go back to Virginia, where her father’s 
ancestors were among the first settlers, having come 
to America in the early 1600’s. Descendants of Duke 
John Slaughter of Gloucester County, England, John 
and William Slaughter, the progenitors of the family 
in America, played important roles in the early devel- 
opment of the Colonies and the States. Among other 
distinguished antecedents are Judge Samuel McDow- 
ell of Virginia, the first United States Judge, appointed 
by President George Washington; Governor Gabriel 
Stout McDowell of Kentucky; and Dr. Ephraim Mc- 
Dowell, pioneer surgeon, whose bust is in the Ken- 
tucky State Capitol. Dr. McDowell performed the first 
successful abdominal surgery in world history. Mrs. 
Wittichen’s grandfather, William Harrison Slaughter, 
who married Elizabeth Ann McDowell, served in the 
First Mississippi Cavalry Regiment of the Confederate 
Army as bodyguard to General Wirt Adams. 

Kathryn Slaughter was born January 2, 1896, in Ran- 
kin County, Mississippi, which was also the birthplace 
of her parents, John Newton Slaughter, born Septem- 
ber 12, 1863, and Jeffie Lawrence Slaughter, born 
March 4, 1877. Kathryn earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree at Port Gibson College, Mississippi, and supple- 
mented her education with special courses at Missis- 
sippi Woman’s College. She became a teacher of math- 
ematics and spent seven years in the field of education. 
She also studied music for several years and achieved 
success as a public speaker and lecturer. 

In 1925 Kathryn Slaughter came to Coral Gables, 
Florida. On August 16, 1927, she married Murray Forbes 
Wittichen, who was born in Catonsville, Maryland, 
July 25, 1887, son of Florian Otto Wittichen and Kate 
Ramsey Forbes of distinguished Virginia ancestry. His 
mother was one of the founders of St. Andrew’s Epis- 
copal Church and the Children’s Hospital at Birming- 
ham, Alabama. 

Mrs. Wittichen’s natural qualities of leadership soon 
won her a position of eminence in her new commu- 
nity. She was president of the Miami Woman’s Club 
from 1936 to 1939. During her administration the club 
received the Florida Federation award for the highest 
rating of any club in the state from the standpoint of 
varied activities, accomplishments, community service 
and cooperation with the State and General federa- 
tions. During her presidency, also, the club’s building 
became a cultural center through its use by the public 
for fine arts and other activities; and the mortgage was 
burned, leaving the club free of all indebtedness. Mrs. 
Wittichen is now a life member. 

Like her mother, who rendered aid to the Choc- 
taws, she has been especially interested in Indian wel- 
fare and has accomplished much good work among the 
Seminoles, both publicly and in personal pursuits. She 
served as Indian Welfare Chairman for the Florida 
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Federation of Women’s Clubs (of which she was later 
Recording Secretary), as Zone Chairman of Group 
Seven, Division of Indian Welfare of the Genera] Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, and as Director of the State 
Seminole Association. She also served as Chairman for 
American Indians under the local chapter of the D.A.R. 

Mrs. Wittichen is a life member of First Families of 
Virginia, and was a charter member of Daughters of 
Colonial Wars in the State of Florida. She was the 
fifty-first woman in Florida to become a member of the 
Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America. She 
served a term of three years as State President, 1939- 
41. In addition to her service in the Miami Everglades 
Chapter of the D.A.R. as Regent, she has served the 
Florida D.A.R. in many capacities. But her first love 
and greatest service among patriotic organizations goes 
to the United Daughters of the Confederacy. 

In 1952-54 she was President of the Florida Division 
of the U.D.C. During those two years she won the 
Tucker Buchanan Banner for outstanding historical 
work and the Wittichen Cup, which replaced the Eck- 
hardt Cup, for the best report for Divisions in Florida’s 
category of membership. Under her leadership Florida 
was the first Division to meet its Memorial Building 
Fund quota (Headquarters, Museum and Library for 
the U.D.C. in Richmond, Virginia), which it oversub- 
scribed by more than $6,000. Working closely with the 
District Directors, she organized seven new chapters 
in one year, the best record of any Division in the 
National U.D.C. in more than twenty-five years. She 
also was responsible for erecting and dedicating Flor- 
ida’s beautiful monument in the Vicksburg National 
Cemetery, Vicksburg, Mississippi. The Division presi- 
dents elected her president of their National Council 
for 1953-54. In June, 1954, she called a svecial meeting 
at Jacksonville at which plans were laid for the first 
General Convention of Children of the Confederacy. 

Mrs. Wittichen served the General Organization of 
the U.D.C. as a member of several committees and 
completed the research, compiling and writing of a 
section of the history of twenty-four memorials. This 
history was published in 1955. Elected Second Vice- 
President-General, she served with distinction in this 
office from 1955 to 1957, demonstrating her vision, keen 
business ability and genius for organization and pro- 
motion. 

In November, 1957, she was elected President-Gen- 
eral of the U.D.C. and served three years. During her 
first year as President-General depleted funds were 
restored and a debt on the Memorial Building in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, was paid off. This was approximately 
$30,000. During her term the building was beauti- 
fully furnished—thousands of books of history and out- 
of-print editions were added to the library. 

During her last year in this office there was created, 
as a result of her recommendation and efforts in money 
raising, a Jefferson Davis Memorial Chapel in the 
Medical College of Virginia in Richmond. This state 
institution, founded in 1838, was the only medical col- 
lege able to keep its doors open during the War Be- 
tween the States. It is the college from which Dr. Si- 
mon Baruch was graduated in 1862, and many others 
who gave of themselves to the cause of the Confed- 
eracy. 

The Chapel, located on the 17th floor of the college 
building, seats thirty-two persons, and cost approxi- 
mately $42,000. This Chapel is used twenty-four hours 
a day and many young graduates are married there. 
Mrs. Wittichen herself planned and supervised every 
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step in the Chapel’s development. As one commentator 
said, “after Mrs. Wittichen’s forty-three years of com- 
munity and organization work, this Jefferson Davis 
Memorial Chapel is a magnificent way to say ‘Amen’ 
to a glorious record of service.” 

Mrs. Wittichen gave a Memorial to her father, and 


the Florida Division president, Mrs. Herbert O. Vance, 


gave $1,000 (the largest single contribution) in honor 
of Mrs. Wittichen. Among several plaques in the Chapel 
is one, erected by the college and the Missouri Di- 
vision, which bears the following inscription: 

“A Tribute to Kathryn Slaughter Wittichen, Pres- 
ident-General, United Daughters of the Confederacy, 
whose efforts and leadership made possible this sanc- 
tuary for prayer and meditation. Dedicated Novem- 
ber 12, 1960.” 

In 1960 a beautiful tablet to Horace Lawson Hunley 
was presented and dedicated by Mrs. Wittichen in the 
Submarine Library in Groton, Connecticut. (The Hun- 
ley, a Confederate submarine, financed by Horace L. 
Hunley, was the first in history to sink an enemy war- 
ship in combat—the Union Housatonic, in February, 
1864). It was during the planning for the tablet that 
Naval officials agreed to name a vessel for Horace L. 
Hunley. It is the first polaris submarine tender—U:S:S. 
Hunley (AS 31), keel laid November 16, 1959, launched 
September 28, 1961, scheduled completion 1962. In full 
capacity it will service ten polaris submarines. 

In addition to those already mentioned, Mrs. Witti- 
chen has held many other positions of leadership, ad- 
ministration and trust. She served on the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Dade County Tuberculosis Association. 
In 1941 she organized the Red Cross Volunteer Services, 
heading 20,000 women during World War II, and served 
on the National Red Cross Committee for Women’s 
Services. In 1952-53 she was Chairman of the Dade 


County Red Cross Chapter. She has written and pro- 


duced pageants for the Red Cross, the Orange Bowl 
Festival and the Royal Poinciana Festival. She is a 
member of the National League of American Pen 
Women, the Navy Historical Foundation, the Florida 
Historical Society, Miami Music Club, and Sigma Alpha 
Iota sorority. She has been active in the Y.W.C.A. and 
for many years a member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star, Chapter #47 of Jackson, Mississippi. Before com- 


- ing to Florida she was active also in organization work 


among young people in the Baptist Church. 

Mrs. Wittichen inspires loyalty and cooperation in 
her associates and admiration in her public. She exem- 
plifies efficiency and business judgment behind the 
scenes. She is a woman of many talents, not the least 
of which is a talent for human relationships. 

Her biography appears in “The Women of Florida” 


(1940) and in ‘Who’’s Who of American Women.” 


ETHAN VERNOR BLACKMAN 


A minister who became a journalist, the Reverend 
Ethan Vernor Blackman was the founding editor and 
publisher of the Florida East Coast Railroad’s maga- 
zine, “The Florida Homeseeker,” which brought many 
early residents to Miami. The Reverend Blackman 
distinguished himself also as a lecturer and author on 
the subject of horticulture and, more notably, as an 
historian. His scholarly history entitled “Miami and 
Dade County, Florida,” is a valuable contribution to 
Ploridiana. “Affectionately dedicated to Henry M. 
Flagler, Florida’s Great Benefactor,” it was published 


, 
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in 1921 by Victor Rainbolt in Washington, D.C., and 
is now a collector’s item. 

Ethan Vernor Blackman was born at North Pitcher, 
New York, June 19, 1840. He attended and was gradu- 
ated from a junior college in Courtland, New York, 
where he met his first wife, Elpha Monroe. During the 
Civil War he served two years in the Union Army. 

When he entered the Southern District of the Meth- 
odist Conference, Mr. Blackman was stationed at 
Reddick in Marion County, Florida. He was then sent 
in succession to Waldo, Eustis and Daytona, remain- 
ing at the latter place for two years. He served also 
as minister at the City Point, Georgiana and Mel- 
bourne churches before he left the ministry to take 
up journalism. Thereafter he remained an active lay 
minister wherever he went. 

Mr. Blackman was correspondent for the Jackson- 
ville Times-Union for many years, and while residing 
at Rockledge was co-owner of the Cocoa and Rock- 
ledge News. He moved to Miami in 1896 and in 1898 
began publishing “The Florida Homeseeker,” which 
was a success from the start. Although the magazine 
was printed in St. Augustine, its mailing envelopes 
were addressed in Miami by Mr. Blackman’s daugh- 
ter, Fleda (Mrs. David Lewis Hughes, Sr.) who re- 
members addressing envelopes to subscribers in 
China, Japan, South America and other foreign coun- 
tries. After her marriage in 1904 she could not con- 
tinue this work, and without her assistance the maga- 
zine “folded up.” 


Mr. Blackman was the first Secretary of the Miami 
Board of Trade, the forerunner of the present Miami 
Chamber of Commerce. He was the first man in Dade 
County to organize and hold a County Fair to promote 
the interests of those engaged in agriculture and hor- 
ticulture in Dade County. This fair was held in and 
around the Royal Palm Hotel swimming pool in 1897. 
Two years later Henry Flagler gave Mr. Blackman 
and his associate, J. C. Baile, a tent for the fair and 
permitted it to be located in Royal Palm Park. By 
1900 Flagler built a fair building on the bay, south 
of the present site of the Public Library. This was 
used for the fair for four years. A County Agent was 
finally put in charge, relieving Mr. Blackman of the 
responsibility. 

It was Reverend Blackman who established Miami’s 
First Methodist Church, which is now the White 
Temple Church. Through him, also, Mr. Flagler do- 
nated lots to both the Southern Methodist Church and 
the Baptist Church in Miami. 

After the death of his first wife, whom he married 
on December 4, 1881, Reverend Blackman married 
Miss Evelyn Baker. He died in Miami in 1924, sur- 
vived by his wife and daughter, Fleda, child of his 
first wife. 


FLEDA VERNA BLACKMAN HUGHES 


The daughter of a distinguished pioneer of Miami, 
Fleda Verna Blackman Hughes is a woman of many 
talents and accomplishments, including business 
executive ability. An idea of her personality may be 
gained by quoting a Miami Herald article of Novem- 
ber 8, 1959, which called her “The Mama of the 
Hughes Seed Store” and said in part: “Although she 
stands only a little over five feet in height, her size 
is the only diminutive factor about Mrs. Hughes. Her 
firm step and positive outlook would do credit to a 
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person half her age. Always looking ahead, Mrs. 
Hughes savs she has never spent one bored moment.” 

Fleda Verna Blackman was born in Kirksville, 
Missouri, on March 8, 1883, daughter of Elpha (Mon- 
roe) and the Reverend Ethan Vernor Blackman (see 
sketch). Her early education was received in a num- 
ber of schools, depending on her father’s location, 
She was fourteen when she and her sister, Eva Belle, 
left their home in Rockledge, Florida, to join their 
father in Miami on June 2, 1897. Mrs. Blackman fol- 
lowed a month later. 

In Miami Fleda continued her education, attending 
the public school, and spent unforgettable days riding 
her bicycle through the village streets, joining other 
young pleasure seekers in picnics, and swimming in 
the surf and bay. She recalls that she and her sister 
used to dive under the yachts anchored in Biscayne 
Bay. 

From the school of experience, while assisting her 
father as he gathered and wrote news for the journals 
he represented, she learned how to write. From Miami 
teachers she learned art and music, in both of which 
she attained professional status. 

Perhapvs her first important business experience 
was what she gained as a teenager helping her father 
by addressing the envelopes to subscribers of “The 
Florida Homeseeker,” a iournal owned by the Florida 
East Coast Railroad which Mr. Blackman began edit- 
ing and publishing in 1898. She recalls that the jour- 
nal was sent to the far corners of the world and that 
it brought many new residents to Dade County. She 
later helped her father prepare articles for this jour- 
nal for the Jacksonville Times-Union, for which 
he was correspondent for some years. Fleda wrote for 
that paper at the age of eighteen. 

The business career which she has continued to the 
present time with the Hyghes Seed Company began 
after her marriage in 1904 to David Lewis Hughes 
who, with his brother, W. D. Hughes, founded the 
company in 1898. Hughes Seed Company is one of 
the oldest concerns on the southeast coast of Florida 
to engage in the wholesale and retail seed and farm 
supplies business. Over a decade ago it was reputed 
to be the largest pet supply company in the state. 
One of Mrs. Hughes’ earliest activities in the business 
was promoting the sale of packages of seeds bearing 
the store’s name. W. D. Hughes left the business in 
1912. After the death of her husband in 1927, Mrs. 
Hughes took over the management of the business, 
whose guiding spirit she had been long before that. 
She has been treasurer of the company since 1950. 

Sharing her father’s interest in horticulture, Mrs. 
Hughes contributed articles to the garden page of 
the Miami News for twenty-five years. At one time 
she sang in the choir of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Miami. For six years she was night organ- 
ist for the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church and 
played for their entertainments and weddings. She 
was the first woman in Miami to appear on television, 
in a program that was telecast from the McAllister 


Hotel. 

Mrs. Hughes is a member of the Miami Pioneers, 
past president of the Fifty Year Club of Miami, past 
president of the Miami Soroptimist Club and a former 
member of the Miami Woman’s Club. 

Married in Miami in 1904 to David Lewis Hughes, 
she is the mother of five children, three of whom are 
living. Her first child, Helen Fleda Hughes, born in 


[458] 


1905, died at the age of eight years. Her second child 
and oldest son, David L. Hughes, born in 1910, was 
associated with his father in the seed business and is 
living in Coral Gables. Her son, John William Hughes, 
born in 1916, died January 7, 1944, of wounds re- 
ceived in action in Italy during World War II. The 
Purple Heart was sent, to his mother. The last two 
children were twins, Jeane and Joyce, born April 22, 
1919. The son, Jeane Blackman Hughes, is now presi- 
dent of Hughes Seed Company. Joyce, now Mrs. 
Richard Mann, is assistant treasurer and secretary of 
the firm. Jeane B. Hugshes marriel Miss Barbara 
Elizabeth Simmons of Key West and they have two 
children: Harry W. Hughes, born March 31. 1948, and 
Barbara Jeane Huvhes, born November 24. 1949. Jeane 
and his wife, “Bobbie,” are both members of the 
Descendants of Pioneers. 


SAMUEL STEPHEN McCAHILL 


Born in Warren County, Iowa, April 9, 1882, Samuel 
Stephen McCahill was one of nine children (eight boys 
and a girl) of Matthew McCahill and Catherine Don- 
ovan McCahill, both of whom were born in Ireland. 


He attended the University of California and the 
University of Southern California, where he received 
an LLB. degree in 1906; Drake University, Des Moines, 
Iowa; and Yale Law School, where he received his 
Master of Law degree cum laude in 1908. He was ad- 
mitted to the California bar in 1906, to the Pennsyl- 
vania bar in 1919, to the Florida bar in 1925 and to the 
practice of law before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in 1934; and practiced law in California, in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and in Miami, Florida, from 
1925 until his death, which occurred on August 9, 1957. 


In the First World War Mr. McCahill served in the 
United States Army, 1917 to 1919, as a First Lieutenant 
at Kelly Field, Texas, and March Field, California. As 
a member of the officers Reserve Corps, he was a Cap- 
tain in the Air Service from 1919 to 1923 and a Major 
in the same service from 1923 to 1933. He is buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 


On January 1, 1916, Samuel Stephen McCahill mar- 
ried Elva Myrtle Ames, whose sketch follows. Sam, 
born on an Jowa farm, and Elva, born on a California 
farm, had a natural love for the land, its development, 
trees and flowers. After their children were grown, 
they moved from their residence in the City of Miami 
to the southwest part of the county and developed a 
100-acre tract of native pine, palmetto and scrub. This 
development inciudes a shopping center, residences, 
and a twenty-five-acre lake on the south shore of 
which is the family residence. The homesite carries 
the name, Fort Lonesome. Years before the McCahil!: 
purchased the pro erty there n sted among the pines 
near the center of the tract part of the foundation of 
old Fort Lonesome. Old Floridians in the area claimed 
it to have been built in the early days. In clearing 
they retained many of the native trees on the prop- 
erty and have added many rare flowering and fruit- 
bearing trees. This natural interest, combined with the 
pooling of their talents, time and gardening knowledge, 
converted the southern wilderness into a garden worthy 
of the name. Both Mr. and Mrs. McCahill held mem- 
bership for years in Fairchild Tropical Gardens. 


The McCahills’ belief and confidence in the future 
of Florida was evidenced by their purchasing Florida 
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real estate as an investment. Other real estate invest- 
ments in the county included acreage and commercial 
properties. 

Mr. McCahill’s legal knowledge, his special under- 
standing of real estate problems and his keen desire 
for proper development of this area caused him to ac- 
cept the position and serve for a number of years as 
chairman of the Dade County Board of Adjustment. 

Mr. McCahill was well known for his work with 
veterans on insurance and legal matters. He served on 
the Americanism Commission of the national organiza- 
tion of the American Legion, as well as actively partic- 
ipating in the Americanism program on the state and 
local levels. He assisted in the early years of the “I 
am an American Day” programs, and stressed the im- 
portance of the development of good citizenship by 
promoting the American Legion school awards in the 
schools throughout our state and rendering assistance 
to the Boys’ State program. In his Commander’s mes- 
sage to the legionnaires of the Department of Florida 
in May, 1943, he stated: 

“The principles set forth in the Preamble to our 
Constitution have stood the test of time and still 
shine as beacon lights of conduct for all true Ameri- 
cans. Service in time of war earned for us the right 
to belong to the American Legion. Service to our 
country in time of peace has provided the solid 
foundation upon which our organization has builded.” 

Mr. McCahill held the following offices in the 

American Legion: Commander, Wilkinsburg-Edge- 
wood (captain John M. Clark Post); Commander, Alle- 
gheny County, Pennsylvania; Commander, District De- 
partment of Pennsylvania; Commander, Harvey W. 
Seeds Post, Miami, Florida; Commander, Fifth Dis- 
trict, Department of Florida; Commander, State De- 
partment of Florida; National Executive Committee- 
man. He helped to organize the Forty-and Eight So- 
ciety in Dade County. Sam and Elva McCahill worked 
side by side as a team in their many endeavors. Mrs. 
McCahill served as unit president of the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary in both Pennsylvania and Florida and 
continued her service in the Legion Auxiliary as De- 
partment President and National Executive Commit- 
teewoman. 

Sam McCahill was also a member of Central Baptist 
Church, Miami; the Scottish Rite Masons; Mahi Tem- 
ple Shrine, Miami; Durant Lodge #268, F. & A. M., 
Berkeley, California; a past patron of Fort Dallas Chap- 
ter #17, O.E.S.; a member of Alpha Sigma Phi frater- 
nity, and of the Coral Gables Country Club. 

A public-minded citizen, he gave of his energy, 
ability and funds to assist in civic ventures as far as 
his health, time and finances permitted. His friends 
always spoke of his gentle manner, which was cour- 
ageous without being aggressive. 


ELVA AMES McCAHILL 


A prominent club woman, political and social service 
worker, Elva Ames McCahill, widow of the late Samuel 
Stephen McCahill, whose sketch precedes, was born 
in Oakdale, California, on November 26, 1896; the third 
of eight children of James Buchanan Ames, a farmer, 
and Sarah Ellen MacDaniel, a school teacher. Her 
father was born in Dover, Maine, May 21, 1857. He was 
a direct descendant of Phineas Ames, who served in 
Colonel Sparhawk’s regiment in the Revolutionary 
War. Her mother’s’ parents crossed the plains from 
Missouri in a covered wagon during the gold rush. 
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Elva Ames was educated in elementary school in 
Oakdale, high school in Berkeley, California, and at the 
University of California, from which she was graduated 
in 1917 with a major in Jurisprudence and minors in 
French and Spanish. All but one of her brothers and 
sisters took college degrees in California. 

On January 1, 1916, at Berkeley, California, she mar- 
ried Samuel Stephen McCahill, who was then ten years 
out of law school. It is interesting to note that both 
Mr. and Mrs. McCahill were born on movable holidays, 
the only two movable holidays on the calendar in 
America. Mrs. McCahill came into the world on 
Thanksgiving Day in 1896, and thereafter her mother 
always referred to that holiday as “Elva’s Day.” Mr. 
McCahill was a newborn babe on the morning of April 
9, 1882, which was Easter Sunday. 

The McCahills’ first child was born in Berkeley, 
California; the next two in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
From there they came to Miami, Florida, in 1925, and 
their fourth and last daughter was born there in 1926. 

In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Mrs McCahill was a 
charter member of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
and she has been a member of the Auxiliary for forty- 
one years. She is a past president of Wilkinsburg- 
Edgewood unit of Pennsylvania, Captain John M. Clark 
Post, and the Harvey W. Seeds Unit of Miami; was 
president of the Department of Florida in 1932, and 
served as National Executive Committeewoman. She 
is, of course, a member of the Eight-and-Forty Society 
of the American Legion Auxiliary. 

Equally active in other women’s organizations, she 
was president of the Miami branch of the American 
Association of University Women in 1928; president of 
the Dade County Federation of Women’s Clubs in 1932- 
34, and is now chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the Federation and a member of the Board of Trustees 
of Miami Woman’s Club, of which she is a Perpetual 
member. She is one of the organizers of the Dade 
County Girl Scout Council; one of the organizers and 
was first president of the Miami Chapter of Interna- 
tional Psi Psi Psi (mothers of Delta Delta Delta girls); 
and served six years on the Miami YWCA Board. At 
the Central Baptist Church in Miami, of which she is a 
member, she taught a Sunday School class of high 
school girls. 

The McCahills believe that the first responsibility of 
every citizen is to assist in securing able, honest and 
well qualified leaders for office in government. Mrs. 
McCahill served as co-chairman with Mrs. Carl E. Dun- 
away for the Woman’s Division in the gubernatorial 
campaign of Governor Spessard L. Holland and Gov- 
ernor Millard Caldwell. She served on the District 
Welfare Board under Governor Holland and Governor 
Caldwell. When elected, Governor Holland appointed 
her a Colonel on his staff. She again served in electing 
Spessard Holland as United States Senator. All of her 
political service has been on a voluntary basis. 

In addition to organizations already named, Mrs. 
McCahill is also a member of the University Women’s 
Club, Inc., and the Washington Club, both of Wash- 
ington, D.C.; Zonta International; the Mayaimi 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution; The Fort Dallas Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star; the Musicians Club of America; 
Miami Bookfellows; South Florida Garden Club; Fair- 
child Tropical Gardens; and Coral Gables Country 
Club. 

The McCahills raised four daughters: 

1. Elva McCahill Burke (Mrs. Franklyn Emmett 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


- Burke, Jr.), born April 21, 1918, at Berkeley, Califor- 
nia. She has two children: John Ames Kingston Burke, 
born April 12, 1951, and Barbara Anne Lynne Burke, 
born May 12, 1953. 

2. Mary McCahill McCall (Mrs. Samuel Leverte Mc- 
Call), born February 7, 1920, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia. She has had six children, five of whom are living: 

1) Samuel Leverte McCall, Jr., born June 18, 1940. 

2) Mary Charlotte, born April 22, 1944. 

3) Curtis Ames, born April 4, 1949, died January 
25, 1958. 

4) Virginia Louise, born July 22, 1951. 

5) Edward Carlyle, born September 1, 1955. 

6) Nelle Elizabeth, born May 13, 1958. 

3. Mattie McCahill Bailey (Mrs. Raleigh Eugene 
Bailey), born July 6, 1921, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia. She has four children: 

1) Raleigh Eugene Bailey, Jr., born March 7, 1943. 
2) Samuel Stephen, born January 11, 1948. 

3) Patricia Murphy, born March 2, 1953. 

4) Matthew McCahill, born February 4, 1955. 

4. Roberta McCahill McKenry (Mrs. Carl E. B. Mc- 
Kenry, Jr.), born March 14, 1926, at Miami, Florida. 
She has four children: 

1) Carl Ernest Brown McKenry, III, born May 22, 
1953. 
2) Carol Jean, born July 3, 1955. 
3) Robert Ames, born January 26, 1957. 
4) Mary Catherine, born September 30, 1960. 
(See sketch of Carl E. B. McKenry, Jr.) 


Mrs. McCahill is also a business woman, president 
of family corporations (two Florida corporations), and 
trustee of estate properties, including investment and 
development. 

She served as a translator of French and Spanish for 
the United States Government in the Miami Censorship 
office for two years during World War II. Although 
she had majored in Jurisprudence in college, she 
never did practice law. This knowledge, however, re- 
sulted in her being placed always on legislative and 
by-laws committees. “Never,’ she complains good- 
naturedly, “do they ask me to prepare a tea table.” A 
glimpse of her beautiful home, however, reveals that 
she has a gift for homemaking. It is a place where her 
children and grandchildren love to come. 


CARL ERNEST BROWN McKENRY, JR. 


A member of the law firm of McCahill and McKenry 
in Boca Raton, Carl E. B. McKenry, Jr., is also as- 
sistant professor of Management and Business Law at 
the University of Miami. 

He was born in Owensboro, Kentucky, June 26, 
1926, son of Carl E. B. McKenry, Sr., a native of Poca- 
hontas, Virginia, and Carol (Wilson) McKenry, who 
was born in Orange, New Jersey. His father served as 
a Captain in the United States Army in World War I 
and was a graduate of Washington and Lee University 
at Lexington, Virginia. He was a practicing attorney 
in Lynchburg, Virginia, until his death in 1960. 

Carl McKenry, Jr., graduated from E. C. Glass High 
School in Lynchburg, Virginia, and after two years 
(1945-46) at the Virginia Military Institute entered the 
University of Miami, where he received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in February, 1949, and his Bachelor of 
Laws degree in June, 1954. 

He was with Pan American World Airways for eight 
years. At the time that he left Pan American he was 
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Assistant to the Division Attorney for the Latin Amer- 
ican Division of Pan American World Airways. 

After receiving his law degree he continued with 
the study of law in the graduate school and became a 
re ae of the teaching faculty of the university in 

956. 

On February 2, 1952, in Miami, Carl McKenry, Jr., 
married Roberta Ames McCahill, daughter of Elva 
(Ames) and Samuel Stephen McCahill. She was born 
in Miami, March 14, 1926, graduated from Miami High 
School in 1943 and from the University of Miami in 
1947 with the degree of Bachelor of Business Adminis- 
tration. Mrs. McKenry was with the foreign service of 
the Department of State of the United States from 1948 
to 1951; and was stationed in Budapest, Hungary, and 
Paris, France. She was a member of the U. S. delegation 
in 1950-1951 to the Conference on General Agreements 
on Trade and Tariffs at Torquay, England. 

Mrs. McKenry also attended the University of Mi- 
ami Law School and graduated with her husband in 
1954. Upon graduation she and her father (see sketch 
of Samuel Stephen McCahill) formed the law firm of 
McCahill and McKenry with offices in Miami. After the 
death of her father, the firm of McCahill and McKenry, 
consisting of Mr. and Mrs. McKenry, was moved to 
Boca Raton, where they also have their home. 

The McKenrys now have four children: 

1. Carl E. B. II, born May 22, 1953. 

2. Carol Jean, born July 3, 1955. 

3. Robert Ames, born January 26, 1957. 

4. Mary Catherine, born September 30, 1960. 

Mr. McKenry is a member of the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association, the South Palm Beach County Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, and the Inter-American 
Bar Association; of Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternity, 
Alpha Kappa Psi business fraternity, and Sigma Alpha 
Tau aviation fraternity. Flying is one of his hobbies. 
He is also a member of the Boca Raton Aviation Asso- 
ciation, Elks Lodge #2166 and the First Methodist 
Church of Boca Raton. From 1947 until 1959 he was in 
the United States Naval Reserve. 

Mrs. McKenry is a member of the Palm Beach Coun- 
ty Bar Association, the South Palm Beach County Bar 
Association, and the Florida Bar; of Kappa Beta Pi 
legal sorority; Kappa Kappa Gamma social sorority; 
an organizing member of the Estahakee Chapter of the 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution; 
a charter member of the Soroptimist Club of Boca 
Raton; a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Southeast Palm Beach County Home Nursing Service; 
and a member of the First Methodist Church of Boca 
Raton. 


FREDERICK MITCHELL HUDSON 


The venerable statesman and distinguished lawyer 
who served twelve years in the State Senate, repre- 
senting the East Coast’s 13th District, and introduced 
the bills which created St. Lucie, Palm Beach and 
Broward counties, Frederick Mitchell Hudson, at the 
age of ninety, still heads the Miami law firm of Hudson, 
McNutt, Campbell and Isom. 

He was born February 2, 1871, in Jefferson County, 
Arkansas, son of James Asbury and Mary Rhoda (War- 
ren) Hudson. His father, a farmer and a capitalist who 
served in the Arkansas Legislature in 1860 and 1879, 
was born in Elbert County, Georgia, January 28, 1817, 
and died September 15, 1902. James Hudson was the 
son of Charles, son of David, who came from Louisa 
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THE .EAST.COAST,. OF FLORIDA 


County, Virginia, shortly after the Revolution. His pa- 
ternal grandmother was Lucy McGehee, whose Scotch 
ancestor was Thomas Mackgehee. His mother was de- 
scended from the Leonard family of England. Accord- 
ing to published genealogies, the ancestors of both Mr. 
Hudson’s parents were sureties for Magna Charta in 
1215. Mary R. Warren was born September 5, 1827, and 
died August 30, 1918. She married James A. Hudson 
on October 28, 1869. 

Frederick Mitchell Hudson received his common 
school education at the local schools nearest his father’s 
farm in Jefferson County, Arkansas, where he grew 
up. From 1885 to 1887 he attened Hendrix College at 
Altus, now at Conway, Arkansas, and spent the next 
five years at Washington and Lee University, Lexing- 
ton, Virginia, where he received the A.B. degree in 
1890 and the LL.B. degree in 1892. During his years in 
college he won a scholarship in Latin and the new 
Shakespeare Society prize; was president of the 
Y.M.C.A., business manager of “The Southern Col- 
legian,” and a Commencement orator. 

From 1892 to 1900 Mr. Hudson practiced law in his 
native county at Pine Bluff. During this period he 
served as City Attorney for three years (1895-98) 
and was on the Board of Trustees of Merrill Institute, 
a philanthropic corporation. 

Because of impaired health, Mr. Hudson moved to 
Florida in 1900. He was married then and had two 
children. His parents had had a winter home on the 
Indian River since 1890, and he was familiar with the 
area. During the next five years he was engaged in 
growing pineapples, and, on recovering his health, 
sought admission to the Florida bar. 

In 1904 he was elected to represent the 13th District 
(Brevard and Dade counties) in the State Senate. 
Eight counties now occupy the area originally covered 
by Brevard and Dade counties. Senator Hudson was 
reelected in 1908 and again in 1912. In 1905 he intro- 
duced the bill which divided Brevard County and 
created St. Lucie County. In 1909 he introduced the 
bill which created Palm Beach County out of Dade, and 
in 1915 the bill creating Broward County. 

In 1909 he became the first Dade County man to be 
elected president of the Florida State Senate, and held 
that office two years. 

The 1911 issue of “Makers of America” declared that 
Senator Hudson’s election to the Florida Senate, when 
he was only thirty-three years of age and after he 
had been a resident of Florida only a few years, was a 
remarkable achievement in itself. His qualifications for 
leadership made him one of the most influential mem- 
bers of the Senate, and the value of his contributions 
to the efficient and enlightened conduct of the State’s 
business was widely recognized. 

Among his many humanitarian achievements was the 
part he played in the passing of the State’s first child 
labor law. He also drew and introduced the first juve- 
nile court bill, which passed during a later session in 
practically the same form, sponsored by Senator Glenn 
Terrell. His work as special counsel for the Florida 
Railroad Commission (1911 to 1914), handling litigation 
in all State and Federal courts, was conceded as in- 
valuable, according to the 1915 Legislative Blue Book 
of Florida, which makes the following comment on 
Senator Hudson: 

“He never deals in personalities or resorts to un- 
fair methods to advance the principles for which he 
stands, always standing for what he conceives to be 
the right, whether this is with the majority or with 
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the minority . . . He has always stood for the moral 

side of every question, believing in the uplift and 

betterment of his fellow man.” 

After the legislative session of 1905, Senator Hudson 
moved to Miami and opened his law office there. He 
practices in all State courts and in various Fed- 
eral courts, including the Supreme Court of the United 
States. He has appeared as counsel in many important 
cases and gained a reputation as one of the ablest 
lawyers in the State. 

Mr. Hudson’s original firm was Hudson and Boggs, 
later Hudson, Wolfe and Cason. Then from 1925 to 1955 
the name of Hudson and Cason was stamped on court 
records, State and Federal, from lower courts to the 
highest. 

For many years, ending in 1955, the members of the 
firm, including from time to time F. M. Hudson, Fred 
W. Cason, Garland M. McNutt, Park H. Campbell, Ru- 
dolph Isom and J. Mark Wilson, served Dade County as 
advisers to the successive Boards of County Commis- 
sioners. By their guidance and counsel they assisted 
those far-seeing officials in securing lasting benefits for 
Miami and Dade County. 

Among those outstanding accomplishments was se- 
curing the donation by the Matheson family of Cran- 
don Park, free of cost to the taxpayers; the county’s 
acquisition of Vizcaya from the Deering interest, again 
without cost to the taxpayers; and, notably, the develop- 
ment of the International Airport on a self-liquidation 
basis, and therefore free of cost to taxpayers. 

In recognition of the services rendered by Hudson 
and Cason, and the member of that firm who was most 
directly occupied with the legal aspects of the great 
project, the existing airport bears the name, “Mark 
Wilcox Field.” 

In 1934 Mr. Hudson was appointed by the United 
States District Court to act as Master in the case of 
Florida Power and Light Company versus the City of 
Miami, a case involving millions of dollars and entail- 
ing months of labor. ‘the Master was empowered to 
make findings of law and fact to decide the case. His 
report was confirmed by the District Court, the Court 
of Appeals and the Supreme Court of the United 
States. It is regarded as one of Mr. Hudson’s out- 
standing performances. 

Always a Democrat in politics, Mr. Hudson was for 
years a member of the high councils of his party in 
this state and in 1916 was a candidate for the office 
of Governor of Florida. 

During World War I he acted as City Attorney of 
Miami, substituting for his partner and nephew, Fred 
W. Cason, who was serving in the armed forces over- 
seas. Beyond the age of military duty, Mr. Hudson 
served in various civil capacities, as four-minute 
speaker and Fuel Administrator, and was active in the 
Home Guards. 

He was a trustee of the Miami Special Tax School 
District. Interested in education and agriculture, he has 
done much to promote their progress in the state. 

Mr. Hudson’s professional memberships include the 
American Bar Association, the Florida Bar, the Dade 
County Bar Association (past president), the American 
Judicature Society, and the American Law Institute. 

Showing a more-than-ordinary interest in history, 
he is a member of the Florida Historical Society, the 
Historical Society of Southern Florida (past president), 
the Arkansas Historical Society and the Virginia His- 
torical Society. 

He belongs to the Miami Pioneers and to the Ancient 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts, 
the oldest military organization in the country, to 
which he is eligible by virtue of his descent from 
Brian Pendleton, who was a member in 1646. 

Mr. Hudson is a member of Trinity Methodist Church 
of Miami and a past president of the Rotary Club of 
Miami. After serving fifty years as a director of the 
Florida Children’s Home Society, he was made an hon- 
orary member. He was also a director of the Florida 
Robert E. Lee Memorial Foundation. He retains his 
membership in the Biscayne Bay Yacht Club, and was 
formerly a member of the Miami Country Club and the 
Flagler Country Club. Well known for his wit and 
humor as a public speaker, he has been much in de- 
mand as toastmaster at bar association banquets and 
similar occasions. 

At Pine Bluff, Arkansas, on October 27, 1896, Fred- 
erick Mitchell Hudson married Nora Bell Andrews, 
daughter of William Wright and Martha Isabel 
(Adams) Andrews. The three children, seven grand- 
children and ten great-grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hudson are all named in her biography, which follows. 


NORA BELL ANDREWS HUDSON 


The late Mrs. Frederick Mitchell Hudson was a 
worthy companion of her distinguished husband: a 
woman of quality and merit, a talented musician and 
composer, an ardent member of patriotic societies, and 
a leader in Y.W.C.A. work. 

Nora Bell Andrews was born in Washington, Arkan- 
sas, August 12, 1873, the tenth child of William Wright 
Andrews and Martha Isabel (Adams) Andrews. Her 
father, who died in her infancy, was born in East Had- 
dam, Connecticut, January 17, 1819. Her mother was 
born in Humphreys County, Tennessee, October 8, 
1832, and died in 1899. After her mother’s second mar- 
riage, in 1879, the family moved to Pine Bluff, Arkan- 
sas. 

Nora was educated at Millersburg College, Kentucky, 
where she received a degree in Music in 1890 and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1892. In the fall of 1892 she 
entered the New. England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston, where (she writes in her biography) “I was 
most fortunate to have as instructors Carl Faelten in 
Piano, William L. Whitney in Voice, Benjamin Cutler 
in Theory and Harmony, and George W. Chadwick in 
Counterpoint.” While in college she was awarded two 
medals in Piano and at the Conservatory she won a 
scholarship in Harmony. 

In college she was affiliated with Upsilon Phi, a lit- 
erary society, and in later years was made an honorary 
member of Sigma Chi chapter of Sigma Alpha Iota, the 
National musical fraternity—an honor which she highly 
appreciated. 

On October 27, 1896, at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, Nora 
Bell Andrews married Frederick Mitchell Hudson, then 
City Attorney of Pine Bluff. With their first two chil- 
dren, they moved to Florida in 1900 and made their 
home on the Indian River in the Fort Pierce area until 
1905, when they moved to Miami. 

Mrs. Hudson’s chief interest, outside her home and 
family, was music. She held positions as choir direc- 
tor, organist and contralto soloist in Massachusetts, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas and Florida, and also 
taught Piano, Voice and Harmony in Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Arkansas and Florida. In Kentucky and Tennes- 
see she taught in colleges. She also has a number of 
original compositions to her credit. She wrote the mu- 
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sic to “Florida, My Florida,” the music to “Mammy’s 
Honey Baby,” the music to “Peace Be to This House,” 
and the music to Psalm 127, “God’s Temple.” She 
also composed the salute to the flag of the local Red 
Cross: 

“We salute the flag of the Red Cross: Born on a 
battlefield but never in combat; emblem of comfort 
and aid to the distresséd of every nation, in perils 
of war and disasters in peace.” 

The patriotic societies engaging her support were: 
Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, and United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. She served as State 
Vice-President of the D.F.P.A.; State Historian of the 
D.A.R. and Regent (President) of the Everglades Chap- 
ter, Miami; Vice-President and Honorary President of 
the Florida State Chapter of the U.D.C. and President 
of the Southern Cross Chapter, Miami. In her biography 
she writes: 

“My ancestors through whom I am eligible to 
D.F.P.A. and D.A.R. are, first, William Andrews, the 
schoolmaster, who came from Newtown (now Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts) with Thomas Hooker and was 
one of the Original Proprietors of Hartford, Con- 
necticut, in 1635. The thirty acres granted him is 
now embraced in beautiful Bushnell Park. I had the 
privilege last summer (1942) of reading his name, 
carved with the other Founders on a monument in 
the burying ground of old Center Church in Hart- 
ford. Joseph Andrews, my patriot ancestor, was born 
in East Haddam, Connecticut, November 3, 1752.” 
Through her mother, Mrs. Hudson was a descendant 

of the John Adams family of Maryland and Virginia. 
She writes: 

“On my maternal side, Sylvester Adams, my great- 
grandfather and Revolutionary ancestor, was born 
in Halifax County, Virginia, in 1760, moving early in 
the nineteenth century to Humphreys County, Ten- 
nessee, taking my grandfather, Samuel Adams, and 
other members of his family with him. There my 
mother was born but moved with her father to Ar- 
kansas in 1835. My grandfather held many positions 
of trust there and in 1844, after the territory became 
a state, he was acting governor.” [Samuel Adams was 
President of the Arkansas Senate, and when the 
Governor resigned, he became Acting Governor.] “At 
the time of his sudden death, he was State Treas- 
urer.” 

Mrs. Hudson’s story continues: 

“IT cannot refrain from making some mention of 
my father’s interesting career. Persuaded by sailors 
to join them on their vessel on Long Island Sound, 
when only thirteen years old, he was promptly aban- 
doned when the ship reached New Orleans. Landing 
a job as ‘handy man’ in a wholesale establishment, 
he was fortunate in meeting Mr. Mirick of Wash- 
ington, Arkansas, who was so impressed by young 
William’s wit and unbounded energy that he took 
him home with him and gave him work in his store. 
Later Mr. B. L. Brittin employed him, making him 
in a few years a full partner in the store, later turn- 
ing over the entire management of the establishment 
to him. By dint of hard work and fortunate real es- 
tate investments, he accumulated a sizeable fortune 
for those days, but the greatest legacy he left his 
children was an honorable name and the love and 
respect of his fellow citizens.” 

It was while Mrs. Hudson was Regent of the Ever- 
glades Chapter of the D.A.R. that old Fort Dallas, one 
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THE EAST, COAST OF FLORIDA 


of the few historic South Florida landmarks still stand- 
ing, was moved to its present location and restored. 
Established as an Army post in 1838, the barracks over- 
looked Biscayne Bay at the mouth of the Miami River, 
on the north side. The building belonged to the plana- 
tion of Richard Fitzpatrick, who had purchased the land 
from heirs of John Eagan, holder of the original grant 
from Spain in 1808. In February of 1838 troops were 
sent to the Fort to protect early settlers from attacks 
by the Seminole Indians. The barracks were used as 
a military post until June, 1858, when the Fort was 
abandoned. Eventually the land was sold for a hotel 
site. It was then that the Everglades Chapter of the 
D.A.R. and the Miami Woman’s Club joined forces to 
preserve this landbark. In 1929 the City of Miami 
granted the D.A.R. the use of the Fort as headquarters. 
The privilege was extended after the Everglades Chap- 
ter, with the help of the Miami Woman’s Club, raised 
sufficient funds to have the building razed and recon- 
structed, brick by brick, at its present site in Lummus 
Park. The D.A.R. maintains it as the only museum of 
Revolutionary relics in the area. The Chapter placed 
a marker on the original site of the Fort, now occupied 
by the Robert Clay hotel, as well as on the recon- 
structed Fort in its new location. 

During World War I Mrs. Hudson was very active 
as a musical entertainer for the boys in the service. She 
was a member of the Miami Music Club and the League 
of American Pen Women, and was Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the Y.W.C.A. since it was or- 
ganized in Miami, until the time of her death. Her 
church membership was in Trinity Methodist Church 
of Miami, where she was closely identified with differ- 
ent organizations of that body. 

The children of Frederick Mitchell and Nora Andrews 
Hudson are: 


1. Martha, now Mrs. Raleigh W. VanBrunt, born in 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, February 27, 1899. Her daughters 
are Martha, born April 15, 1919, and Roberta, born Oc- 
tober 10, 1921. Martha married James Hudson Smart 
and they now have three children: Martha, James Hud- 
son and Roberta. Roberta married Charles H. Cheney 
and they have three children: Mary Jo, Edward Ra- 
leigh (“Ned”), and Thomas Hudson. 

2. James Andrews Hudson, born in Pine Bluff, Ar- 
kansas, September 24, 1900. He married Bessie Black- 
burn in Miami in 1925, They have three children: Eliz- 
abeth Blackburn Hudson, born January 6, 1930; Fred- 
erick Mitchell Hudson II, born January 27, 1934; Emilie 
Andrews Hudson, born November 26, 1935. Elizabeth 
married Thomas H. Lamb. Their three children are: 
Elizabeth (“Beth”), June Andrews and Emilie Hudson. 
Frederick married Anne Britton. Emilie married Rob- 
ert Avery Kimbrough. They have one son, James Ed- 
win. James A. Hudson teaches History at Miami Edi- 
son High School. 

3. Mary Warren Hudson, born in Miami October 3, 
1907, who married Lewis Leary of New York on March 
7, 1932. Mr. Leary, now on the faculty of Columbia 
University, formerly taught English at the University of 
Miami. He was the first editor of “Tequesta,” the pub- 
lication of the Historical Society of Southern Florida. 
Mary Warren Hudson graduated from the Florida State 
College for Women. She received a Master’s degree in 
Library Science at Columbia University and for five 
years was connected with the Teachers’ College Li- 
brary there. Mr. and Mrs. Leary have two daughters, 


Carolyn Warren and Martha Hudson. Carolyn married 
William N. Bartholet. 

Nora Hudson died in Miami October 6, 1955. Her 
passing was mourned by her family and her many 
friends, but most of all by her devoted husband. 


RUBY JANE SHULER HANCOCK 


Owner and operator of the JH Ranch in Okeechobee, 
Ruby Jane Shuler Hancock taught History and Eng- 
lish in the local high school for a number of years 
and has written numerous published articles pertain- 
ing to Florida’s history. 

Born in Georgia March 7, 1909. she is a daughter of 
Edward Leander and Laura (Collins) Shuler, both born 
in Union County, Georgia; her father on March 15, 
1888, her mother on January 29, 1892. She is a. de- 
scendant of pre-Revolutionary stock on both sides of 
her family. Her father, now deceased, was a Baptist 
minister and veteran school principal both in Georgia | 
and Florida. Many of his pupils became outstanding 
citizens. He was a scholar of the old school, with eight- 
een subjects, including Latin, Mathematics, etc., on his 
teacher’s certificate; a graduate of Mercer University, 
Macon, Georgia, and Southern Baptist Seminary, Lou- 
isville, Kentucky. Mrs. Hancock’s mother is also a vet- 
eran teacher of Jacksonville, Florida. 

Ruby Jane Shuler was educated at Gessie Tift Col- 
lege, Forsyth, Georgia, and Florida State College for 
Women at Tallahassee, now Florida State University. 
Earlier she attended schools in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
venerable Dr. M. D. Collins of Atlanta, long-time State 
Superintendent of Schools, is her uncle. 

Mrs. Hancock is an officer of the State Historical 
Society and the Association of Southern Florida His- 
torical group, and a member of the National Writers’ 
Club. She is Chairman of the American Cancer Society 
and has worked with polio groups, Crippled Chil- 
dren, etc. The Okeechobee County Hospital is her main 
interest at present. She served ten years on the Florida 
State Democratic Committee and was always appointed 
on the managing committees for candidates’ cam- 
paigns. Enjoying politics as a hobby, she has attended 
inaugurations and national conventions..She is a mem- 
ber of Women’s clubs, the Garden Club, and the First 
Baptist Church of Okeechobee. Travel is her principal 
hobby. She has been all over the North and South 
American continents and is now on a trip around the 
world. 

On August 28, 1928, at Winter Haven, Florida, Ruby 
Jane Shuler married James Thomas Hancock of the 
pioneer Hancock family of Florida’s territorial days. 
They have two daughters: 

1. Susan Hancock Findley, whose husband is a Pro- 
fessor of Chemical Engineering at Auburn University, 
Auburn, Alabama. Susan is a graduate of Agnes Scott 
College, Decatur, Georgia, and Emory University, At- 
lanta. She studied in Europe and teaches History at 
Auburn University. 

2. Carol Hancock Hoge of Staunton, Virginia, is also 
a graduate of Agnes Scott College and of George Pea- 
body College, Nashville, Tennessee, and the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts, New York. 

Both daughters are Alpha Delta Pi sisters and have 
traveled the world. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


NATHAN FRIEDMAN 


An optometrist, practicing in Miami Springs since 
1950, Nathan Friedman has innovated visual training 
techniques which he has developed over the last nine 
years. 

Son of Abraham and Sarah Minnie Friedman, both 
natives of Sezuczin, Poland, he was born in Rochester, 
New York. His father was a cantor in Temple Emanuel 
and Temple Beth David of Miami and in leading syna- 
gogues in New York. He is a cantor at Temple Israel 
in New York City at present. 

After his preliminary education, Nathan attended the 
University of Miami for two years, Columbia University 
one year, and the Illinois College of Optometry for three 
years. 

He was married in Jerusalem, Israel, in 1947, to Luba 
Jeffcoat, who was born in Bialystok, Poland, and was 
the only survivor of her family, victims of the Hitler 
regime. The Friedmans have a son, Irwin, born in Mount 
Vernon, New York, in 1950, and a daughter, Roberta, 
born in Miami in 1953. 

Dr. Friedman is a member of the Optimist Club of 
Miami Springs, the Hialeah-Miami Springs Chamber of 
Commerce, Moose Lodge #1074, B’nai B’rith and Temple 
Tifereth Jacob. 

His hobby or avocation is the writing of poetry, and 
he has had printed two small booklets of his poems. His 
poetry reveals a delicate sensitivity to beauty in all its 
forms, including the beauty of sorrow. It also reveals 
the author as a philosopher—one who looks upon life in 
all its phases and muses over it; sometimes in rapt ad- 
miration, sometimes in brooding sadness, sometimes 
with a delightful touch of humor, sometimes mildly 
moralizing. 

Most of his poems sing of the beauties of nature. The 
following stanzas, each from a different poem, are 
typical. 


“The sea is calm, the heaven lies 
In quiet slumber there: 

The sofest winds of ocean blow 
Enchantment through the air.” 


“A lily dances on the dunes 

With just a shrub and bramble by 
And lifts across the hills of sand 
The breath of an enchanted sigh.” 


‘The day is soft with velvet air, 

A quiet’s on the noon, 

Yet restless rustling leaves forebode 
A storm approaching soon.” 


“The lingering twilight holds my heart 
Within a vast, a heavenly suspense, 

Where stir the whispers of a haunting realm, 
Divinely sweet, half distant to the sense.” 


“A tree holds out its leafless arms 
Against a cold, grey sky; 
The frost brings shivers to its limbs, 
The winds a piercing cry.” 


Those who know the man characterize him as a kind 
and gentle soul who does much good. The following 
poem, then, might be said to express his predominant 
philosophy. 


[465] 


SECTION 


Kindness 
“Who shall be the first and who the last 
In kindness we bestow? 
How shall we portion goodness out? 
To just a few we know? 


“Are there degrees of kindness then 
For strangers and for intimates? 
Is there a time for kindness too? 
When just the heart elates? 


“Shall we be kind to friends alone 
Who share our condiments? 

What of the starving millions then 
Across the continents? 


“A kindness favoring a few 

With hand of charity 

Is not a kindness. Where’s its heart, 
Its plain humanity? 


“A kindness is a sweep of love, 

A warming tenderness 

That flows the heart all goodly urge 
At depths of happiness.” 


His poem entitled “Son” gives a glimpse into his happy 
home life when his son was a small child: 


“He leaps so gayly in my arms 
When I reach home at night 
We both go toppling to the floor 
Through laughter and delight. 


“He babbles brooks of broken words 
That gush delightfully; 

I hug the mite and swing him round 
In mounting gayety. 


“His laughter crashes in my heart 
With such impact of joy 

The cares that weighed so heavily 
All shatter and destroy. 


“My heart just has no chance at all 
To fill with thoughts of care, 

My little son yelps deep delight 
Through every corner there.” 


A departure from his usual happy or sweetly sad mood 
and a sharp contrast in subject is his “Cities,” a power- 
ful poem which shows deep thought and paints a stark 
picture of modern life in a mad world. 


“The furnace spouts 
Its lurid flame, 
Men choke its mouth 
With coal again. 
Each shovel heap 
So gnaws their veins, 
It draws their blood 
And leaves their pains, 
And steel leaps from the flaming breath 
In lumps of molten sweat. 
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THE: BAST COAST OF. FLUORIDA 


“The hammers bang, 
The rivets scream, 
An edifice 
Leaps beam on beam, 
A cry of death, 
A falling shape, 
The hammers pound, 
The chisels scrape, 
The edifice in wondrous form 
Within the clamor born. 


“The structure stands 
The height of dreams, 
Its belly full 
Of shouts and screams, 
Of hate and pride, 
A laughter soft, 
A grim despair 
Of thought aloft, 
This human pulse the elegance 
Which shaped the stone’s magnificence. 


“The cities flood 
Themselves with light, 
A host of stars 
Upon the night; 
A culture born, 
A home of art, 
A music made 
To lift the heart, 
Then they make guns, all sense defied, 
The structures totter horrified. 


“A crash of stone 
At cannon cry, 
The towering heights 
Lost from the sky, 
The gay of heart, 
The grim, the sure, 
The poorest rich, 
The richest poor, 
Beneath the steel that scraped the sky 
In dusty silence lie.” 


GEORGE HUBERT CCOPER 


Although he is a highly successful farmer, business 
man and civic leader, George H. Cooper of Princeton, 
Florida, is best known as “The Will Rogers of the 
Redlands.” Because of his fine sense of humor and 
ability to make people laugh, he is much in demand 
as an after-dinner speaker and master of cere- 
monies. And since a good, wholesome laugh is the 
best medicine for many of the ills that plague man- 
kind, George Cooper has probably done more good than 
he realizes. 

Born April 8, 1903, in Smyrna, Maine, he is a son of 
John Edward and Georgia (Huson) Cooper. His father, 
a veteran of the Spanish-American War, was a Certi- 
fied Public Accountant. George graduated from high 
school at Presque Isle, Maine, and from the University 
of Maine in 1924 with a B.S. degree in Chemical Engi- 
neering. His first work was as a chemical engineer for 
Converse Company of Malden, Massachusetts. 

He came to Miami in 1925 with the intention of sell- 
ing real estate, but the boom was beginning to wane. 
With two other young men who, like himself, were at 
loose ends, he went to the Redlands of Dade County and 
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made his start in the agricultural business by planting 
twenty acres of tomatoes at Princeton. Just after the 
second picking, the hurricane of 1926 blew him out of 
business. But George Cooper was not easily discour- 
aged. Determined ‘to stay in that region, he kept farm- 
ing, raising avocados and limes as well as vegetables. 
The result was Cooper Farms, a large-scale farming 
enterprise which he still owns and cperates. He also 
owns and operates Glade and Grove Supply Company, 
a farm supply business which he organized in 1938, 
with its main office at Princeton and branch offices at 
Homestead, Fort Pierce and Alachua. 

Speaking at a Miami Jaycee meeting in 1947, George 
Cooper said: 

“T feel it is my duty to do all I can in my own feeble 
way to stem the tide—to halt the thundering herd of 
lawyers, bookmakers, merchants and flag-pole sitters 
who are intent on moving to the country. I am con- 
vinced that this ‘back-to-the-land’ movement is mere- 
ly mass hypnotism induced by an unbalanced diet of 
seed catalogs and too much fresh air . . . Those of 
you who read the Sunday agricultural section must 
remember that it is still possible to lose money on a 
farm. I know of a poor fellow ... who lost over a 
hundred thousand dollars through floods, frost and 
blight in one season—and three hundred dollars of it 
was his own money!” 

He went on, 

“In addition to this, I think it is unethical, especially 
for professional men, to abandon their rackets and 
invade our territory ... You never see a large group 
of farmers suddenly decide to become doctors, so why 
should every doctor in town suddenly decide that he 
would like to plant beans?” 

Seriously, he advised anyone wishing to become a 
farmer in South Florida to hire himself out for a year 
or so to a first-rate grower. This would give him a 
better idea of what his problems would be and how to 
solve them. “I do think everyone figuring on earning 
his living growing winter vegetables should think hard 
and long before investing his savings,” he said. “Any 
kind of business is helped by new blood. Old-timers 
quit or die off and must be replaced. But it gives the 
area a black eye when a lot of people come down 
here, put their money into farming, and then lose their 
shirts.” Nevertheless, he would never advise anybody 
to stay away from the soil if he truly had his mind set 
upon it. “We have a good many GIs who are making 
a good showing,” he said. “They have learned fast, are 
hard workers and are making good farmers and good 
citizens. It doesn’t take long to learn down here that 
farming is not a hit-and-miss business where luck 
plays a big part. On the contrary, success depends 
more on the use of scientific methods than in any other 
business I know of. The fellow who fails to keep up 
with what the experiment stations are doing soon loses 
out.” 

Mr. Cooper is a past director and current member 
of the Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association, and 
in December of 1953 received that organization’s Dis- 
tinguished Service Award, presented at their tenth an- 
nual convention in Miami. He is vice-president of the 
Dade County Growers Cooperative Marketing Asso- 
ciation; a member and past director of the Florida Re- 
tail Farm Equipment Dealers’ Association; member, di- 
rector and past president of the Florida Seedmen’s 
Association; a past member of the Executive Commit- 
tee of Florida Agricultural Council; past member of 
the Board of Directors of Florida Avocado and Lime 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Council; a member of the Agricultural Committee of 
Florida State Chamber of Commerce; past vice-presi- 
dent of the Agricultural Division of the Miami Cham- 
ber of Commerce; a member and past vice-president 
of Florida Horticultural Society; and a member of the 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers. 

Active also in numerous civic and general welfare 
organizations, Mr. Cooper is a twenty-year member 
and past president of the Redland District Lions Club; 
was a School Trustee in the Redland School District in 
1940 and served on the Advisory Committee for Dade 
County School Superintendent; was a member and 
chairman of the Public Information Committee of the 
Metropolitan Charter Board for Dade County; a mem- 
ber of Dade County Coordinating Commission; Dade 
County Development Committee; a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Government Research Council of 
Miami, Dade County Chamber of Commerce; past di- 
rector and current member of Redland Chamber of 
Commerce. Formerly a director of South Dade Farmers 
Bank at Homestead, he is now a director of South Miami 
Federal Savings and Loan Association. 

He served as a Division Chairman of the Community 
Chest and is a member of the American Red Cross; a 
past Council member of Boy Scout Troop #69; a di- 
rector of the Historical Association of Southern Florida; 
an associate member and past president of Gyro Inter- 
national; a member of the Executive Committee of Mi- 
ami Council of the Navy League of the United States, 
the civilian arm of the Navy; a member of the Acona; 
the Rod and Reel Club; Kings Bay Yacht and Country 
Club, of which he is a director; and a charter member 
and past director of Redland District Golf and Country 
Club. He has been a member of Alpha Chi Sigma, pro- 
fessional chemistry fraternity, since 1922; is a life mem- 
ber of the national journalistic fraternity, Sigma Delta 
Chi, and a charter member of the Miami chapter of 
this fraternity. His church is the Episcopal. 


In Miami on March 24, 1932, George Hubert Cooper 
married Virginia May Sickle, a native of Ohio, daugh- 
ter of George Alfred and Nora (Brannan) Sickle. At 
the time of her marriage, Mrs. Cooper’s father was a 
Redlands farmer. The Coopers have two children: 

1. Barbara Ann, born February 22, 1934, now Mrs. 
Walter Hanck. She is a Florida State University gradu- 
ate of 1956 with a Bachelor of Arts degree; is a past pres- 
ident of Garnet Key and Wesleyan Foundation, mem- 
ber of Mortar Board, and is listed in. “Who’s Who of 
American Colleges and Universities.” She and her hus- 
band are teaching in the American School in Teguci- 
galpa, Honduras. 

2. George Hubert, Jr., born December 10, 1937; grad- 
uated from the University of Florida in 1958 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. A mem- 
ber and chancellor of Alpha Zeta fraternity while in 
college, he won the freshman and sophomore award 
and was captain of the Rifle Team for two years. He 
was also a “Distinguished Military Graduate” and is 
now a First Lieutenant and aviator in the United States 
Army, assigned to 18AOD Headquarters, 9th Corps. 
He married Jo-Ann Pomeroy of Coral Gables and they 
_have two children. 
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JOHN STADNIK 


In 1946 John Stadnik opened the first drugstore in 
Miami Springs, Florida, which community then had a 
population of 6,000. Since then he has owned and oper- 
ated five drugstores. Of these he now operates the 
Miami Springs Pharmacy and the Terminal Rexall 
Pharmacy. In addition he is president of Paramex Vet- 
erinary Supply Company, Paramex Export and Import 
Company and F.I.R.S. Enterprises, president of Theater 
Enterprises, Inc. at the Coconut Grove Theater, and 
former owner of House of Friendship Gifts and Fran’s 
Children’s Shoppe. He is prominent in local, state and 
national professional groups and is one of Miami Springs’ 
most respected and admired citizens. 

Born in Newmarket, New Hampshire, February 27, 
1917, he is a son of Andrew and Anna Stadnik; his 
father born in Austria in 1883, his mother in the 
Ukraine in 1889. His father served as a non-commis- 
sioned officer in the Austrian Army and was a mechanic, 
a grocer and a public speaker. 

John received a Certificate in Education from Rhode 
Island College of Education and a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Rhode Island College of Pharmacy in 1939. 
While a student there, in 1938, he organized one of the 
first student branches of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, the Rhode Island College of Pharmacy 
Chapter, and was the founder and editor of the Journal 
of the Rhode Island Pharmaceutical Association, the 
“Ricoparian.” 

Entering the United States Army as a Private of 
Infantry in 1941, John Stadnik attended Officers Train- 
ning School at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, and 
the United States Air Force Winter Warfare and Tactical 
School in Iceland, and served in the Medical Corps with 
the 365th Station Hospital in Iceland and in England 
and France, serving five years overseas. He was 
awarded the Bronze Star in 1945 and was advanced to 
the rank of Major before leaving the service. Since then 
he has been in the Reserves. 

During his military service Stadnik was Adjutant 
Supply and Pharmacy Officer of hospital installations 
in Iceland, England and France. It was the function of 
his company to create, build, establish and supply hos- 
pital installations and in many cases to take these facili- 
ties down, repack supplies and ship to other theaters. 
The units ranged from 75-bed station hospitals to 3,000- 
bed orthopedic hospitals. In this way Stadnik gained a 
great deal of experience in hospital work. 

While in the service he corresponded with the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association and the Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s Office, trying to obtain commissions for pharma- 
cists upon entrance to the service. In July of 1956, as 
though in vindication of his theory, the Army passed a 
regulation that automatically makes all pharmacists 
commissioned officers upon entering military service. 

When he was serving as Medical Supply Officer of an 
American hospital in Paris, Major Stadnik met Lieu- 
tenant Frances Bieber of the Army Nurse Corps, who 
was serving on a hospital train operating between Paris 
and the Belgian Bulge. After their return to the United 
States and to inactive duty, they were married and 
came to Florida. In Miami Springs they bought a little 
luncheonette-sundry store and started their drugstore 
business. The following story, as well as some of the 
above information, is taken from C.R. Foster’s story in 
“Rexall Ad-Vantages” of June, 1951. 

In October, 1947, Miami Springs was hit by floods 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


and water stood thirty inches deep all over town. John 
Stadnik’s telephone was one of the few in town that 
remained in service. He kept his store open twenty-four 
hours a day, working tirelessly to help the doctors and 
rescue workers. Whether it was an important message 
that had been phoned in or medicine that was needed, 
he saw that it go through; sometimes delivering medi- 
cines in a swamp-buggy, sometimes by canoe or on foot; 
and much of it went to people who could not pay. A 
soup kitchen was maintained at his drugstore for the 
hard-working citizens who were trying to get the town 
“out from under.” Sandwiches appeared at two in the 
morning for the workers on the pumps, no matter how 
far away from his store. 


Mr. Foster doesn’t mention it, but naturally Mrs. 
Stadnik must have had a hand in all this, at least in 
the soup and sandwich service. That is, until Junior 
interrupted her. Mr. Foster goes on to say that the only 
time Stadnik took away from flood duty was a brief 
interval late one night when he waded out to an Army 
truck and took his wife to the hospital. John Jay, his 
first-born, had chosen not to miss the flood, and for a 
long time thereafter he was referred to as “water- 
logged.” 

When things were getting back to normal, Stadnik’s 
store was hit by fire. He met this challenge by rebuild- 
ing to twice the original size and taking on his Rexall 
franchise. 

Despite fire and flood, John Stadnik found time to 
play an active role in civic affairs. He organized and 
served as first president of The Miami Business Men’s 
Association. For three years he was chairman of the 
Health and Benefit Committee of the Hialeah-Miami 
Springs Lions Club. He is a member of the American 
Legion, a Merit-Badge counselor in Boy Scout work 
and an active supporter of the Red Cross. A fellow citi- 
zen in Miami Springs wrote of him: 

“He enters into the activities of each and every 
group with zeal. He is practically indefatigable and 
you never know where his indomitable energy will 
take him next. He is a humanitarian, as many of the 
less fortunate will vouch. No one knows of all the 
assistance John has given in the way of medicines, 
food, advice and help to the needy. You never have 
to ask John for help .. . he just has to find out some- 
how that you need it. Miami Springs is a better town 
for having John as part of it.” 


On August 22, 1956, Governor LeRoy Collins appointed 
John Stadnik to the five-man Florida State Board of 
Pharmacy, of which he is a past president. He is a 
member of the American Pharmaceutical Association, 
a director of the Florida Pharmaceutical Association, 
past president of the Southeast Florida Pharmaceutical 
Association, a member of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists and the Florida State Retailers Asso- 
ciation, past president of the Rexall Clubs of Florida and 
vice president of the International Association of Rex- 
all Clubs. 


On March 17, 1951, he was signally honored by being 
presented with the American Druggists Citation for 
Outstanding Community Service, the first in Florida 
to receive this honor. He has won five National Awards 
in the American Pharmaceutical Association “Phar- 
macy Week” programs and locally is the recipient of 
the AZO Award and the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation Award for outstanding service in the field of 
Pharmacy. 


At the 1959 Convention of the Florida State Phar- 
maceutical Association Mr. Stadnik introduced a resolu- 
tion, which was passed unanimously for legislative 
action at the next session of the legislature, concerning 
the curtailment of house-to-house and mail-order ped- 
dling of dangerous and therapeutic drugs, which prac- 
tice most states agree is a public health hazard. Since 
then Stadnik became a member of the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the Florida Pharmaceutical Association. He 
was instrumental in obtaining Board of Pharmacy regu- 
lations to curtail improper and unethical advertising in 
the state of Florida, and is currently very interested in 
the introduction of a Permit Law which, if passed, will 
do much to correct the irregularities in Pharmacy. 

Mr. Stadnik is a past president of both the Hialeah and 
the Miami Springs Chambers of Commerce and a direc- 
tor of the Curtiss National Bank of Miami Springs. He 
is a 32nd degree Mason in both the York and Scottish 
Rites, a patron of the Eastern Star, and organized the 
first DeMolay group in his area. He was a member of 
the Congregational Church in Rhode Island and in 
Miami Springs is a member of the Methodist Church. 

He was married in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, May 30, 
1946, to Frances Mae Bieber, daughter of Orin Paul and 
Elsie Bieber, both natives of Bison, Kansas, where her 
father was born in 1896, her mother in 1900. Frances 
herself was born in Bison, Kansas, August 30, 1926. Mr. 
and Mrs. John Stadnik now have six children, all 
born in Miami Springs. Their names and birth dates 
are: 

. John Andrew, October 16, 1947. 

. Nancy Ann, June 12, 1949. 

. Cathy Susan, June 7, 1953. 

. Carol Elizabeth, September 13, 1956. 
. Leroy Alan, December 17, 1957. 

. Deanna Marie, February 7, 1961. 

In recent years Mr. Stadnik has made two Good Will 
tours to foreign countries with other businessmen. In 
May, 1959, he was with a Miami group that toured Rus- 
sia to study small-business problems behind the Iron 
Curtain, and in May, 1960, he traveled around the world 
with a group to observe business problems as affected 
by politics. 


Aor WN He 


EARLE MORTON RADER 


Earle Morton Rader, founder, senior partner and 
chief engineer of the firm of Rader and Associates, 
heads a vast engineering organization which has its 
headquarters in Miami with branch offices in St. 
Petersburg and Cocoa, Florida; Washington, D.C.; 
Kingston, Jamaica; Quito, Ecuador; Lima, Peru; Panama, 
and Evansville, Indiana, and operates on a world-wide 
scale. 

Son of a Methodist minister who descended from 
a line of distinguished Methodist clergymen and 
founded over 100 churches in Florida, Earle Rader was 
born in St.’ Augustine, Florida, November 6, 1899. His 
father, Dr. Luther S. Rader, D.D., came to Florida 
from Ohio in 1881 and settled in Miami in 1900. He 
died in 1924 and is buried in Miami. Earle’s mother 
was Emma C. Dennis of Miami. She died in 1944. 

Mr. Rader was graduated from Miami Edison High 
School in 1917 and from Tri-State College, Angola, 
Indiana, in 1921 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Engineering. In 1956 he received a Civil Engineering 
degree from the same college, and in 1954 a Doctor of 
Science degree from Rider College, New Jersey. 
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DED BAS TS:COAS TOF s4FLORIDA 


His first field experience was as engineer on high- 
way construction work in Montana and Missouri. On 
the death of his father in 1924 he returned to Miami 
and entered the service of the City of Miami, first as 
Assistant Division Engineer and Division Engineer 
(1924-34), then as Assistant City Engineer (1934-40). 
During the last two years of this period he assumed 
the full duties of the City Engineer, who was acting 
as Director of Public Service. 

In 1940 he entered private practice as a consulting 
engineer for public and private projects and also did 
subdivision development work. He was appointed 
County Engineer of Dade County in 1942 and held 
that position until he resigned in 1948. During this 
period many of the larger county projects were initi- 
ated and completed under his direction. He supervised 
the design and construction of the $6,000,000 Ricken- 
backer Causeway and designed the $2,000,000 Miami 
River Locks and Dam project. 

In 1948 he organized Rader Engineering Company, 
later changing the name to Rader and Associates and 
moving the offices to the new First National Bank 
Building, where they occupy two complete floors. The 
scope of the work includes all phases of engineering 
and architecture. Through a subsidiary, Wingerter 
Laboratories, Inc., the firm also offers sub-surface ex- 
ploration, soil testing and materials testing services. 
The volume of the work is divided roughly into three 
parts: work for governmental agencies, for private 
clients in this country, and for foreign clients. 


Among the projects for governmental agencies have 
been the $12 000,000 pipeline and water reservoir for 
the Florida Keys aqueduct, a source of fresh water for 
the Keys and Key West; the master plan for the de- 
velopment of the northwest maintenance area at Miami 
International Airport; the master plan for the 335- 
acre, 1125-unit family housing project at’Patrick Air 
Force Base; the designing of guidance and launching 
facilities for the Atlas, Titan and Minute Man missiles 
at Cape Canaveral. 


Rader and Associates were the engineers and archi- 
tects for the giant Air Products, Inc. plant near West 
Palm Beach, where liquid hydrogen is produced for 
missiles. At Miami International Airport, for which 
they also provided most of the engineering work, they 
installed a completely underground aircraft fueling 
system for Standard Oil Company, to be used by Pan 
American World Airways. San Jose, California, chose 
the Florida firm to plan their municipal airport ex- 
pansion. Lately the firm has set up a department to 
specialize in heliports. In St. Petersburg they designed 
a planetarium-type aluminum dome auditorium that 
seats 3500 people. One of the latest projects on which 
they have collaborated is a facility to dehydrate ba- 
nanas. They also do engineering jobs for plants, hos- 
pitals, hotels, and homes. 


Superior technical performance and a strict sense 
of responsibility to the client have enabled Rader and 
Associates to compete successfully both at home and 
abroad. Among the firms’ foreign projects have been: 
Municipal water systems for Paraguay and Colombia; 
expansion at the Isla Verde Airport, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; master planning for the development of 10,000 
acres of coastal wilderness in Jamaica; a $10,000,090 road 
program and four seaports in Ecuador; a highway 
system for Panama and in Laos. Aerial surveys cov- 
ering locations from southern Ecuador to Indiana keep 
two company planes in the air. 


A man who enjoys a challenge, as the growth of his 
firm indicates, Earle Rader is particularly enthusiastic 
about the firm’s foreign projects. Speaking of Latin 
American countries, he said: 

“We are impressed with the way these countries ap- 
proach a proposed engineering project. They shop for 
quality rather than price. Almost without exception we 
find that they investigate carefully ithe qualifications 
of consulting engineering firms in the particular field 
in which they are interested. They want the best 
engineering available and are willing to pay a fair 
fee for it.” 

Paraguay not only paid $12,000,000 for their municipal 
water system but presented the Rader firm with a 
“Diploma of Honor” for the job. 


Mr. Rader has four partners. John W. Greenleaf, Jr. 
and Kenneth E. Calender, civil engineers, look after 
most of the Latin American and West Indies projects. 
Charles O. Grannis, electrical engineer, is the Cape 
Canaveral expert. Arnold W. Eckhoff, architect, heads 
the architectural section. 


A Registered Professional Engineer and Registered 
Land Surveyor in Florida, Mr. Rader is a past presi- 
dent and Fellow of the Florida Engineering Society; a 
member of the Society of American Military Engineers, 
the National Society of Professional Engineers, the 
American Water Works Association and the Florida 
Sewage Works Association. He is a member of the 
Advisory Committee on matters pertaining to the Col- 
lege of Engineering at the University of Florida, and 
past chairman of the Board of Examiners for Engi- 
neering Contractors for the City of Miami. In 1953 he 
was designated “Engineer of the Year” by the joint 
action of the Professional Engineers Association of 
Southeast Florida and the Florida Society of Profes- 
sional Engineers. He is a member of the engineering 
fraternities, Sigma Mu Sigma and Sigma Tau. 


In civic affairs Mr. Rader was General Chairman of 
the Long Term Capital Improvement Budget Commit- 
tee of the City of Miami; president of the Little River 
Valley Drainage District; representative of Dade 
County at the National River and Harbor Congress; is a 
member of Miami Chamber of Commerce and Miami 
Kiwanis Club. He is on the Board of Directors of the 
Little River Bank and Trust Company and is also a 
director in several corporations. 


A member of the Board of Directors of the Greater 
Miami Council of Churches, he is president of the 
Board of Trustees of Rader Memorial Methodist Church 
in Miami Shores, which was named in honor of his 
father. He is a Scottish Rite 32nd degree Mason of 
Nor-Mi Lodge #253 and Mahi Temple Shrine; a mem- 
ber of the Miami Club, Miami Shores Country Club, 
Emerald Bay Yacht Club, and the Cat Cay Club of 
the Bahamas. 


On June 1, 1924, Earle Morton Rader married Hilda 
Mary Gates, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Gates of 
Hamilton, Indiana, and a graduate of Michigan State 
University. They have two children: 

1. Mary Jo, who married Dr. James Dewey Hanson, 
M.D., a native of Sanford, Florida, and 1958 graduate 
of the University of Miami Medical College, now a 
Captain in the United States Army Medical Corps. 
Mary Jo Rader graduated from Miami Edison High 
School and the University of North Carolina, from 
which she has an A.B. and an M.A. degree in Child 
Guidance. She and her husband have a daughter, 
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Dita BAST COAST OFy FLORIDA 


Linda Mary Hanson, who was born in San Antonio, 
Texas. 

2. Earle Morton Rader, Jr., born in Miami November 
2, 1939, a graduate of Miami Edison High School, is 
now a student at the University of Miami Engineering 
College. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rader reside in a beautiful two-story 
home on the Grand Concourse in Miami Shores. 

Earle Rader feels that in following the career of an 
engineer he is serving humanity as well as if he had 
followed his father’s profession; for, as he says, an 


- engineer’s work makes life safer and more comfortable 


for people everywhere. 


VIVIAN LARAMORE RADER 


Florida’s Poet Laureate, the second to hold that title 
in the State of Florida, Vivian Laramore Rader is the 
author of seven published books of poetry and has 
written the lyrics for twenty-five published songs. She 
conducted a poetry column, The Miami Muse, in the 
Miami Daily News for fifteen years, featuring in that 
time 780 different Florida poets and visiting poets. She 
edited and published eight state anthologies. She has 
conducted classes in the Technique of Poetry in Miami 
for twenty-nine years and at Huckleberry Mountain 
Artists Colony, Hendersonville, North Carolina, for 
fifteen summers. Her work has appeared in over 200 
magazines and papers here and abroad, including The 


Saturday Evening Post, Ladies Home Journal, Life, 


Judge, Smart Set and many poetry journals. She wrote 
under the name of Vivian Yeiser Laramore until her 
second marriage; since then under the name of Vivian 


-Laramore Rader. 


Vivian Yeiser was born in St. Louis, Missouri, on 
November 8, 1895, daughter of William Chartus and 
Carrie (Blaine) Yeiser. Her father was a: pharmacist; 
her mother, a concert singer in her youth and, later, an 
author. Mr. Yeiser was born in Kentucky, Carrie Blaine 
in Ohio. 

Vivian was educated in the public schools of Jackson- 
ville, Florida, graduating from Duval High School with 
special honors. In 1916 she was married to Robert 
Eugene Laramore of Jacksonville, a real estate broker, 
who died in 1936, in Miami. She had been writing 
poetry since she was twelve, and her first book was 
published in 1921. In the summers of 1924 and 1925 she 
attended Columbia University, New York, studying 
creative poetry. ; 

She first came to Miami, from Jacksonville, in 1920, 
and made Miami her home. At the time she was ap- 
pointed Poet Laureate of Florida by Governor Doyle 
E. Carlton, in 1931, her work was known nation-wide. 
She began writing her column in the Miami Daily News 
in 1932. Her Florida anthologies were written over a 
period of nine years, from 1932 to 1941. 

Her class in the Technique of Poetry was started in 
the winter of 1931, with twelve members. In October of 
1932, this group formed the Laramore Poetry Group 
(which later became the Laramore-Rader Poetry 
Group). This group celebrated its twenty-fifth birthday 
on October 15, 1957, at which time its members num- 
bered one hundred, among whom are poets whose 
Innate spark has been stimulated and directed toward 
National and international recognition by the genius of 
Vivian Laramore Rader. The Laramore-Rader Poetry 
Group sponsors an annual national contest for poets. 
Widely known for its integrity and for the scope of its 


activities, this organization has been written up in vari- 
ous newspapers and magazines. 

In her role as a teacher of poets or poets-in-the- 
making, “Work” is Vivian Rader’s watchword. She does 
not believe that a poet should write merely to satisfy 
his own soul, but for the soul of his fellow man as well. 
She feels that the world-of today needs poetry more 
than it ever did; that it is welcomed by many who have 
never written a line themselves. 

The titles and dates of publication of Mrs. Rader’s 
works are: Poems, 1921; Green Acres, 1926; Flamingo, 
1932; Had Sappho Written Sonnets, 1939 (Kaleidograph 
award); Ballad of the Silver Flute, 1940; The Begger 
and the Star, 1950; Poinciana Poems, 1953. 

The songs for which she has written the lyrics in- 
clude: Olive Dungan’s Wind Song, Vision, Pale Blue 
Slippers, Seminole Lullaby, No One Knows, Net 
Enough, Tropic Sea Melody, Little River and Autumn; 
Mama-Zucca’s My Florida; and songs of John Barnes 
Wells, Blanche Crook and Gladys Rich. Perhaps her 
best known song is Beneath a Southern Sky (music by 
Gladys Rich), said to be the only southern Christmas 
Carol. 

The venerable poet, Robert Frost, said: “To me 
Florida will always be the poetry of Vivian Laramore 
Rader.” Of her work one reviewer said: 

“Out of her pages breathes continuously a lyric 
quality handling in its clear strains the color of fla- 
mingo and coral, sea and sand, bluejay and moonlight. 
Into her poems she has worked a texture which holds 
them together and presents finally a peculiar synthesis 
of color, sound and picture. She has felt her words 
and pictures with the knowledge of a long acquaint- 
anceship as well as with the knowledge lent by the 
profound sympathy of the poet.... 

“It is of the verities that she sings, usually in bright 
spontaneous passages, slender and winged, but some- 
times with a more sonorous and reflective note. In- 
evitably, she must be distinguished for a lyric speed 
and surprise and within certain limits she has arrived 
at a success which can be claimed very rarely by con- 
temporary poets.” 

Among the honors she has received are the Book- 
fellows Award, the first prize of the Poetry Societies of 
Florida and Georgia; also, the national award for the 
best poem against capital punishment. 

She is a past president of the Miami branch of the 
National League of American Penwomen and past na- 
tional chairman of Poetry; a member of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers 
(ASCAP); of the Academy of American Poets (New 
York), and the Poetry Society of Florida; the Order of 
Bookfellows of Chicago; Sigma Kappa sorority and the 
Miami Woman’s Club. She appears in “Who’s Who of 
American Women,” and in “Florida Women of Distinc- 
tion.” 

For the last four years Mrs. Rader has taught poetry 
at Barry College in Miami. She is constantly in demand 
as a speaker and authority on Florida subjects. 

Vivian Laramore became the wife of Paul Carleton 
Rader at Huckleberry Mountain Artists Colony, six 
miles out of Hendersonville, North Carolina, on Sep- 
tember 3, 1946. 

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, March 24, 1891, Mr. Rader 
is a son of Luther S. and Emma C. Rader, both born in 
Ohio; his father on November 19, 1861, and his mother 
on December 8, 1863. His father was a Methodist min- 
ister who, from 1890 to 1898, was District Superin- 
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tendent for West Florida; and from 1902 to 1918, served 
in the same capacity for East Florida. He established 
many churches all over Florida and was given an hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Divinity by Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity. He died in 1924. 

Paul Rader graduated from Dade County High School 
in 1910 and from Tri-State College of Engineering sev- 
eral years later. He also took special courses at Purdue 
University. 

From 1920 to 1925, he was a research chemist and 
plant chemical engineer with Acheson Graphite Com- 
pany at Niagara Falls, New York. For sixteen years, 
starting in 1945, he was employed by the Department of 
Engineering of the City of Miami as Chief Agent of 
Rights of Way; retiring from this position on April 
1, 1961. 

Mr. Rader became a real estate broker in Miami in 
1925, and has dealt in real estate in this area, off and on, 
since that time. He is presently associated with O. J. 
Powell Company, Realtors, at 8116 Biscayne Boulevard. 

During World War I, Paul Rader served one year in 
France in the 116th Engineers. He is a member of the 
American Legion, the Florida Engineering Society, the 
Supervisors Council of the City of Miami, the Masonic 
Order, Rader Memorial Methodist Church of Miami 
(named for his father), and is a life member of Miami 
Pioneers. 


HELEN ELIZABETH COMSTOCK 
FREELAND 


A former teacher and principal of a public school in 
Miami, Helen Comstock Freeland, who is interested in 
all worthwhile community projects and activities, has 


been especially active in patriotic societies, in social . 


service and charitable work, and in the cultyral pursuits 
of life. 

Of prominent and distinguished ancestry, Mrs. Free- 
land was born Helen Elizabeth Comstock at Dayton, 
Ohio, daughter of John Terrell and Mary Frances 
(Chamberlain) Comstock. Her father was born Septem- 
ber 21, 1850, in Freeport, Shelby County, Indiana. He 
was of a long line of prominent ancestors, tracing back 
to the Virginia progenitors of the Mills, Jouett, Harris, 
Glenn, Overton and Claiborne lines. The Connecticut 
branches of the family include the Chamberlain, Com- 
stock, Bull, Lord, Gregory, Benedict and Niles lines. 
Mrs. Freeland’s mother, also of Colonial and Revolu- 
tionary ancestry, was born in Rochester, Indiana, July 
4th, 1853—a real granddaughter of the American Revo- 
lution. 


John Terrell Comstock was a mechanical engineer. 
He was especially concerned with the improvement and 
installation of mill machinery, and perfected a device 
which revolutionized milling. This was the era of water 
power. He devised a plan which brought water power 
to the city of Ithaca, New York; something that others 
had tried in vain to do. When electricity superseded 
water power, the company preserved the water power 
installation because it was unique. 

Before moving to Miami in 1909, Mr. Comstock had 
served for thirty years on the Board of Education in 
Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio. He and his wife 
were much interested in education. In 1914 the Com- 
stock School in Miami was named for them. When they 
first moved to Miami they lived on the site of the Urmey 
Hotel, until 1916. 


Upon completion of her preliminary education, Helen 
Comstock studied at Lebanon University in Ohio. In 
addition, she took special courses in history, psychology 
and English literature at the University of Chicago and 
the University of Florida at Gainesville. 

In 1911, she arrived in Miami, and has been a resident 
of the State of Florida since then, contributing gener- 
ously toward the cultural and spiritual welfare of her 
community. She became a teacher and principal of a 
public school in Miami and accomplished much good 
work in this profession. 

Known to be a studious and devoted worker as well 
as a woman of executive leadership, Mrs. Freeland 
served the Everglades Chavter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution as Recording Secretary, Vice- 
Regent, Regent and Parliamentarian. She was also State 
Chairman of the Credential and Nominating commit- 
tees, State Parliamentarian and State Corresponding 
Secretary. As a charter member of the National So- 
ciety, Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America, 
she held the offices of Historian, Vice-President and 
President. In October of 1938, she was chosen National 
Historian of this Society. She was also Organizing Presi- 
dent of the Daughters of Colonial Wars in the State of 
Florida. She is now Honorary Life President of both 
these organizations. 

During World War II Mrs. Freeland was Vice-Chair- 
man of the Dade County Red Cross Motor Corps and 
gave five days a week to Red Cross work. She taught 
Red Cross First Aid and Accident classes, and was 
honored by a citation for having taught more classes 
than anyone else in the southeast area. 

Mrs. Freeland was one of a small group who planned 
and organized the Historical Association of Southern 
Florida. She held the office of Vice-President and has 
long been a Director and member of the Executive 
Board. She wrote the Association’s first By-laws and 
has served on various committees. The work of this As- 
sociation is one of her present interests. 


On August 20, 1918, Helen Elizabeth Comstock mar- 
ried William Leonard Freeland at the Church of the 
Epiphany in Washington, D.C. The Honorable William 
Leonard Freeland was born in Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, in 1884, son of William L. and Orpha Hewes Free- 
land. The family came to Florida in 1885, living first 
in Lake County, later in Jacksonville, where Mr. Free- 
land received his early education in the public schools. 
He then attended Washington and Lee University, grad- 
uating in 1911 with an LL.B. degree. In the same year 
he was admitted to practice in Virginia and in Florida, 
where he took up his residence in 1915. He was admitted 
to practice in the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Appeals for the Fifth and Tenth 
Circuits, the United States Court of Claims, and the 
United States Supreme Court, and appeared in all. From 
1926 to 1932, he was Judge of the Circuit Court of the 
Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida. His career at the 
bar and on the bench was one of great distinction. He 
was highly regarded for his legal ability and for his 
integrity and other personal qualities of character. His 
fraternal affiliations were Phi Delta Phi legal and Kappa 
Alpha social fraternities. He was a Master Mason, a 
Knight Templar and Shriner, and a member of the Epis- 
copal Church. Judge Freeland died in Miami on March 
30, 1951. 

Mrs. Freeland’s sister, Grace (Mrs. George R. Davis), 
who died in 1950, was associated with her in the teach- 
ing profession in Miami. Another sister, Miss Bertha 
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Comstock, died in 1959. She has two living sisters, Mrs. 
S. S. Marshall of Miami and Mrs. Earl Morris of Dayton, 
Ohio. A brother, R. D. Comstock, a civil engineer, lives 
in Pensacola. 


ISABEL SMILEY McKAY 


From the record, Isabel Smiley McKay appears to be 
a born executive, for without benefit of formal business 
education she is president of Embry-Riddle Company 
and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Institute, Inc.; also 
executive vice-president and a director of Dade Avia- 
tion Corporation and McKay Properties. 

Isabel Smiley was born in Fayette Countv, West 
Virginia, in the town of MacDonald on March 24, 1907. 
Her father, James Watson Smiley, was born in Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, May 21, 1874, and died March 8, 1951. 
He was a coal operator. Her mother, Isabel Dixon 
Smiley, was born in North Shelton, England, September 
2, 1879, and died November 9, 1956. 

Isabel, whose home was later at Charleston, West 
Virginia, was educated in the public schools while living 
there, but she states, “at least fifty per cent of my time 
was spent on my grandfather’s plantation, ‘Dewberry,’ 
at Hewlett, Hanover County, Virginia. If there during 
the school year, we had a tutor, as there were no schools 
available.” 

An outdoor girl, in her youth she enjoyed swimming 
and horseback riding. She still swims but has substituted 
golf for the horseback riding. 

Isabel Smiley was first married at Charleston, West 
Virginia, in 1923. Her second marriage, to the late John 
Graham McKay of Miami Beach, also took place in 
Charleston, West Virginia, on August 16, 1938. 

Isabel McKay had no business experience prior to 
1941, when she became manager of the civilian volun- 
teers of Miami Anti-Aircraft Warning Cénter for the 
Army Signal Corps. She held that position until 1943, 
when she became president and active manager of Aero 
House for non-commissioned officers, under the 
auspices of the United States Army Air Force Rehabili- 
tation Center. In 1945, she was made a director and 
assistant to the president of Embry-Riddle Company, 
who was her husband, and following his death in 1951, 
she became president of the company. From 1955 to 1961, 
she was president of Embry-Riddle International School 
of Aviation and continues since then as president of 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Institute, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation. A history of the Embry-Riddle Company 
and School of Aviation follows. 

“For twenty-two years the Embry-Riddle Interna- 
tional School of Aviation has enjoyed an outstanding 
international reputation and recognition in its Florida 
home. The history of Embry-Riddle, however, goes 
back to 1926, when John Paul Riddle and T. Higbee 
Embry formed the Embry-Riddle Company. 

“Early operations of the company included creation 
of the nation’s first air express line in 1927, staging of 
mass parachute jumps, sponsoring public air shows, 
transporation of cargo, airmail and passengers and the 
formation of aviation schools for flight instruction in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

“In 1929, when Embry-Riddle sold their airlines to 
a company known today as American Airlines, Mr. Rid- 
dle stayed with the new organization. Mr. Embry moved 
to California and the original partnership was dissolved. 

“In 1939, the Embry-Riddle Company was re-organ- 
ized with John Riddle and John G. McKay teaming as 
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equal partners in operation of a seaplane base on 
County Causeway. One of the outstanding lawyers in 
the South, Mr. McKay was an ex-Army Air Corps 
Lieutenant with as great an enthusiasm for aviation as 
Mr. Riddle. The success of their preliminary civilian 
pilot training program brought an appeal from General 
H. H. “Hap” Arnold, who asked for assistance in build- 
ing an Army Air Force. 

“The necessary military contracts were let in 1941 
and in response to the national emergency Embry- 
Riddle trained Army Air Force cadets in Arcadia, Flor- 
ida, and Union City, Tennessee. Later that year more 
than two thousand Royal Air Force cadets were given 
primary and advanced flight training at Clewiston, 
Florida. At Arcadia’s Carlstrom Field cadets made his- 
tory by flying a total of 650,000 hours with only one 
accident. 

“Under supervision of the State Department, Latin 
American students were sent to Embry-Riddle for tech- 
nical training. This development led to the establishment 
of the Escola Tecnica de Aviacao de Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
in 1944. 

“Because of the company’s vast, complex hemispheric 
proportions, in 1944, Mr. McKay took sole owernship of 
interests in the United States, with South American 
interests passing to John Paul Riddle and others. 

“At the end of World War II, Embry-Riddle, at the 
request of the Free French Republic, trained French 
Naval Cadets at Homestead Air Force Base and joined 
in the nationwide veterans’ rehabilitation program with 
courses, staff and accommodations to handle a large 
number of men. It was then that the company, utilizing 
its facilities at the giant Opa-Locka airport in Dade 
County, started turning out pilots and technicians espe- 
cially trained to meet the needs of business and com- 
mercial aviation. 

“In the operation of the school, Mr. McKay was 
actively assisted by his wife, Isabel, from 1945 until his 
death in 1951. Assuming the presidency, Mrs. McKay 
continued the operation efficiently and has directed its 
development for the past eleven years. Mrs. McKay 
became the first and only woman to serve as a director 
of the Aeronautical Training Society. 

“Under Mrs. McKay’s direction, Embry-Riddle’s cur- 
riculum in Aeronautical Engineering Technology was 
accredited by the Engineers’ Council for Professional 
Development. Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Institute is 
a member of the Technical Institute Division of the 
American Society for Engineering Education and is 
represented on the Technical Institute Council of 
A.S.E.E. Embry-Riddle is also an active member of the 
National Council of Technical Schools, with representa- 
tion on the Board of Trustees. The purpose of this or- 
ganization is to promote technical institute type of 
higher education. It was organized in 1944, and has made 
many contributions in the field of technical institute 
higher education. Embry-Riddle is also approved by 
the United States Department of Justice, the Florida 
State Agency for Private Schools and the Federal Avia- 
tion Agency. 

“The majority of students entering Embry-Riddle are 
between the ages of 18 and 25, and, with few exceptions, 
are high school graduates or equivalent. Many have had 
some college training, and some have had previous avi- 
ation experience. 

‘Indicative of the national and international scope 
which can be expected of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
Institute, the present studenc body of Embry-Riddle 
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School includes representatives from Florida and most 
of the fifty states as well as students from Canada, the 
West Indies, Pakistan, The Philippines, European coun- 
tries and Latin American nations. 

“The school in 1952 moved to its 17-acre permanent 
location on the Aviation Building property at 3240 N.W. 
27th Avenue. This same year it relocated its flight school 
to Tamiami Airport when the Navy reclaimed the Opa- 
Locka facilities. 

“Today, Embry-Riddle’s plant includes offices, class- 
rooms, eleven shop buildings, and two dormitories on 
the Aviation Building property, as well as hangars and 
a flight line at Tamiami Airport. 

“A total of 67,925 graduates have been awarded di- 
plomas from the three divisions of the School, Air- 
frame and Powerplant, Engineering Technology, Flight. 
This total includes flight training during World War II 
for the Air Forces of America, England and France, 
plus technical training during World War II and the 
Korean War for the State Department and U.S. Air 
Force. 

“The total annual average of students graduated from 
Embry-Riddle’s three schools is between 500 and 600. 
Embry-Riddle provides Air Force ROTC, Army ROTC, 
and all other flight training for their combined courses 
of aviation study with the University of Miami. At pres- 
ent, 53 instructors are required for scheduled courses 
including 20 in Airframe and Powerplant, 17 in Engi- 
neering Technology, and 16 in Flight. 

“Embry-Riddle trained students are employed by a 
great many leading aeronautical and technical concerns 
throughout the U.S. and the Free World. U.S. employ- 
ers include Aero-Jet General Corporation, Air Products 
Company, Argonne National Laboratory, Hercules 
Powder Company, Rocketdyne, Ryan Aeronautical, 
General Electric, Experiment Incorporated; such aero- 
nautical manufacturers as Boeing, Cessna, Fairchild, 
Lockheed, Martin, McDonnell, North American, Pratt & 
Whitney, Piper and Sikorsky; as well as the major trunk 
lines, American, Braniff, Delta, Eastern, National, 
Northeast, Pan American, Panagra, Trans World and 
United Air Lines, and the local service and cargo car- 
riers of Lake Central, Mackey, Mohawk, North Central, 
Ozark, Piedmont, Riddle and Southern Airways. 

“The achievements and high standing which gradu- 
ates of Embry-Riddle enjoy in the industry have been 
attested to repeatedly by these companies who hire 
these young men. ... And, the responsible contribution 
of Embry-Riddle to the community-at-large has been 
widely recognized. The Miami Herald, November 8, 1953, 
put it this way: 

“When Miami’s brilliant aviation history is written, 

a major chapter can be devoted to the Embry-Riddle 

School of Aviation for its often cited service to the 

aircraft industry, armed services and America’s war- 

time allies.’ ” 

Mrs. McKay is a former vice-president and director 
of the National Aeronautical Services Association, a 
member of the National Aeronautics Association, the 
American Society for Engineering Education, the Na- 
tional Oceanographic Foundation; an honorary member 
of Florida Air Pilots and of the Greater Miami Aviation 
Association; also of Sigma Alpha Tau, Gamma Chapter, 
University of Miami—an honorary fraternity of Avia- 
tion. ; 

Mrs. McKay is also active in civic affairs, being a 
member of the Miami-Metro and the Florida State 
Chambers of Commerce, a member of Dade County 


Crime Commission and a former director of Miami 
Beach Taxpayers Association and the Miami Heart In- 
stitute. Her first welfare work was done in Charleston, 
West Virginia, when, at the age of sixteen, she sold 
White Cross seals to the Governor of West Virginia. 
In 1936, she was vice-president of The White Cross As- 
sociation in West Virginia, an organization maintained 
to operate a Children’s Anti-Tuberculosis Hospital in 
West Virginia; and in 1937, she was president of this 
humanitarian society. 

In social circles she is a member of the Tunior League 
of Miami (a transferee from Charleston, West Virginia), 
a member of Indian Creek Country Club and the Bath 
Club of Miami Beach, the Cat Cay Club of the Bahamas, 
Rolling Rock Club of Ligonier, Pennsylvania, and the 
National Aviation Club of Washington, D.C. Her church 
is the First Presbyterian of Miami. 

John Graham McKay was born in Franklinville, New 
York, January 16, 1866, and died January 24, 1951. He 
was a son of Daniel Graham McKay, a minister in the 
United Presbyterian Church, who was born in Mercer 
County, Pennsylvania, in 1847, and died in 1912; and of 
Margaret Elizabeth (Leslie) McKay, a native of New- 
burgh, New York, who was born in 1852, and died in 
1935. 

Mr. McKay was a graduate of Westminster College, 
New Wilmington, Pennsylvania, and of the Indiana Law 
School, Indianapolis, Indiana. He practiced law in In- 
dianapolis until 1925, when he came to Miami and con- 
tinued his practice there. He was prominent in profes- 
sional, civic and social circles and had been a director 
of the Florida Historical Society and president of the 
Historical Society of Southern Florida. 

By his first marriage, to Margaret Boomer in 1915, 
Mr. McKay had two sons, both born in Indianapolis, 
Indiana: John Graham McKay, Jr., born October 2, 1916, 
and Hobert Boomer McKay, born November 6, 1922. 

John Graham McKay, Jr., is a partner in the Miami 
law firm of Dixon, DeJarnette, Bradford, Williams, Mc- 
Kay and Kimbrell. He married Betty Jean Walking at 
Miami Beach in January, 1942. They have two children, 
Sandra Jean and John Graham McKay, III. 


Hobert Boomer McKay is associated with Miami 
Transit Company. He married Annie Hahr Pawley in 
February, 1951, at Miami Beach. They have three chil- 
dren: Margaret Hahr McKay, William Pawley McKay, 
and Douglas Graham McKay. 


By her first marriage Mrs. McKay has a son, Robert, 
born January 6, 1925, who was adopted by Mr. McKay. 
Robert McKay is now a partner in the law firm of 
Pennie, Edmonds, Morton, Barrows and Taylor of New 
York City. In June, 1957, he married Emily Alexander 
Baldwin of Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. They have one 
child, Isabel Dixon McKay, and live in New Canaan, 
Connecticut. 

All three of the McKay sons are pilots. Jack received 
his flight training at Embry-Riddle Civilian Flight 
School. Hobert and Robert received their U.S.A.A.F. 
primary flight training at Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, 
Florida—an Embry-Riddle-operated school under con- 
tract to the U.S.A.A.F. 

On September 2, 1961, Mrs. McKay was the first pas- 
senger of her granddaughter, Sandra Jean, who had 
just received her private pilot’s license. 

When Mrs. McKay lived at Miami Beach she rode 
Sunline Helicopters back and forth to work in the 
Aviation Building, landing and taking off on the roof. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


She still takes the helicopter to the Embry-Riddle Flight 
Line at the Tamiami Airport. 

Offsetting the many activities of her busy life, Isabel 
McKay relaxes with a book or a crossword puzzle. 

She is listed in Florida Women of Distinction, Who’s 
Who in Commerce and Industry, and Who’s Who of 
American Women. 


SIDNEY ETHELBERT LIVINGSTON 


A pioneer of Homestead, Florida, Sidney E. Living- 
ston was one of the founders of that city which he 
served as Mayor for three periods totaling nine years, 
and as postmaster for sixteen years. 

He was born on a farm near North, in Orangeburg 
County, South Carolina, July 15, 1879, son of Paul and 
Rachel (Hydrick) Livingston. His father, a farmer, was 
born in the same area December 1, 1849. Sidney was 
educated in the public schools of the village and in 
private schools, studying law and history particularly. 

He began his career as a farmer, and later was a 
bookkeeper, and was engaged in the turpentine business. 
He came to Florida in 1903 as a woodsman for Knight 
Brothers Turpentine Company at Crystal River, on the 
west coast. In December, 1904, he went to Plant City, 
Hillsborough County, where he was associated with 
the Alafia Naval Stores Company, and in 1906, went to 
work with Branch Brothers in the turpentine business 
at Knights, near Plant City. 

He came to Homestead, Florida, in January of 1909, 
and during the construction of the Overseas Railroad 
worked as a time keeper for the Florida East Coast 
Railroad Company on the Florida Keys. In 1911, he was 
one of the organizers of The Homestead Mercantile 
Company, which erected the building which still stands 
at the corner of Krome Avenue and Mowry Street. 

When the voters of Homestead met to organize the 
City of Homestead on January 27, 1913, Mr. Livingston 
was one of them. At this meeting he was elected City 
Clerk and a member of the committee to draft a charter 
for the city. In May of 1915, he took Homestead’s first 
charter to Tallahassee to be passed by the Florida legis- 
lature. 

After serving three one-year terms as City Clerk, 
Mr. Livingston resigned to become Justice of the Peace 
for District #6 (now District #4). From 1913 to 1923, 
he served as a member of the local Board of Trustees for 
the Dade County School System. Elected a member of 
the Dade County Board of Public Instruction in Janu- 
ary, 1923, he served in this post for six years and made 
the motion to establish Junior High Schools in Dade 
County. During his time on the school board the first 
seven Junior High School buildings were erected and 
the million-dollar Miami High School building on West 
Flagler Street, Miami, was built. 

One of Homestead’s greatest mayors, Mr. Livingston 
was first elected to this office in January, 1923, and 
served continuously until January, 1929. Re-elected, he 
served 1930 to 1932, and once again in 1950-51. During 
his terms as mayor he was strongly in favor of keeping 
the city light and water plants under municipal owner- 
ship. 

Having served a short term as Acting Postmaster in 
1920, Mr. Livingston was made Postmaster of Homestead 
in May, 1933, and held that office until July 30, 1949. 

He was a charter member of the First Methodist 
Church of Homestead and went as far as West Palm 
Beach to attend quarterly Conferences in its formative 


years. Being one of a few who could shoot dynamite, he 
shot the stumps out of all the original church lots. 

Mr. Livingston was also a charter member of Royal 
Palm Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, and is now a 
fifty-year member of that body, which he served as 
Worshipful Master in 1919 and 1920. He is a member of 
Jericho Chapter #11 of the Royal Arch Masons and is 
past High Priest of Dade Chapter #47, R.A.M.; a Knight 
Templar of Miami Commandery #13, and a member of 
Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami. 

In his youth he enlisted in Company I of the First 
South Carolina Infantry in the Spanish-American War, 
on May 5, 1898, and was honorably discharged on No- 
vember 10, 1898. 

At Wagoner, South Carolina, on January 2, 1902, 
Sidney E. Livingston married Minnie Augusta Tyler, 
who was born August 27, 1874, near Salley, South Caro- 
lina, in Aiken County, daughter of Henry and Cassia 
(Corbet) Tyler, both natives of Aiken County, South 
Carolina. Mr. and Mrs. Livingston had two daughters: 
Esther, born in North, South Carolina, September 15, 
1903, who is a teacher of English in the Shenandoah 
Junior High School; and Helen, born in Salley, South 
Carolina, October 6, 1906, who died September 11, 1944. 

With her husband, Mrs. Livingston worked untir- 
ingly to build the community of Homestead when she 
came there as a pioneer. She is a charter member of the 
First Baptist Church and taught Sunday School until 
after she was 75 years of age. She was the first to be- 
come interested in opening Second Street and First 
Avenue and took up a petition for that purpose. She also 
called together a group of women who later became the 
Homestead Woman’s Club. Both she and Mr. Living- 
ston underwrote the first Chautauqua to bring this cul- 
tural entertainment to Homestead. Both were interested 
in all athletic and social activities of the school and the 
community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Livingston are highly and affectionately 
regarded in their community, as is also their daughter, 
Esther, who is a past grand matron of the Order of the 
Eastern Star for the State of Florida. 


RUBYE SMOAK REES 


A warm personality characterizes this writer, lecturer, 
and leader of youth in Baptist Church organizations. 
Happiest when she is creating something, she believes 
her talents are a direct gift from God and should be 
used to honor His name. 

Bamberg, South Carolina, is a small southern town 
nestled among huge magnolia trees. Here on May 1, 
1915, Rubye Smoak was born, daughter of David L. and 
Carrie Julia (Brown) Smoak, both also natives of Bam- 
berg, where her father had a plantation. He was born 
in 1879. Her mother, born in 1878, died in the fall of 
1917, when Rubye was two and a half years old. She grew 
up with her three sisters, her father and her paternal 
grandmother, and at the age of sixteen was graduated 
from Bamberg High School. At twenty, she received her 
B.S. degree from Winthrop College, Rock Hill, South 
Carolina, with a double major in Home Economics and 
Science and a double minor in Art and Religion. 

An active Christian as long as she can remember, she 
began early to work with young people in numerous 
church organizations; and after completing her college 
education, took graduate work at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Rubye Smoak first came to Florida in 1926, with her 
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DRE LAST -COASD OF. FLORIDA 


father. They moved to Miami in 1935, and Rubye met her 
husband there that year. Her course at the Seminary in 
Louisville was interrupted by her marriage, on Janu- 
ary 16, 1938, at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to Lloyd Rod- 
gers Rees, a Miami attorney. Son of Henry L. and Josie 
Lee (Rodgers) Rees, he was born in Macon, Georgia, 
October 31, 1910. His parents, also, were born in Macon, 
his father in 1889, and his mother in 1890. 

During the second World War, Rubye traveled up 
and down the eastern seaboard with her husband, who 
was attached to the Navy Air Wing. She, herself, was 
employed by the Government in “top secret” work. One 
of her most interesting assignments was helping to de- 
sign the Newfoundland Air Base. 

When her husband left for overseas duty in the 
Pacific, Rubye Rees returned to Coral Gables and re- 
sumed her work with the Miami Baptist Association as 
the Association’s Young People’s Leader. In 1950, she 
and Mr. Rees moved to the campus of the University of 
Miami, where she directed the religious activities of 
the Baptist students for the Florida Baptist Convention. 
During the same period of time, each Sunday for eight- 
een months, she produced a thirty-minute “live” TV 
program called “The Sunday School of the Air,” for 
which she wrote the script. 

Three years ago Rubye retired from the University of 
Miami. Since then she has given religious lectures be- 
fore church groups; and also lectures on books, gives 
book reviews, and writes feature articles and poetry— 
her favorite forms of writing. 

Mrs. Rees is Recording Secretary for the Miami Bap- 
tist Association’s Women’s Missionary Union, a member 
of the Executive Board of the Miami Baptist Hospital 
Auxiliary, president of the Religious Directors organiza- 
tion, and a member of the Riverside Baptist Church, 
where she is a youth worker. 


Equally active and prominent in other than religious 
groups, she is president of the Miami branch of the 
National League of American Penwomen; a life mem- 
ber and former first vice-president of the American 
Association of University Women; secretary and treas- 
urer of the Business Women’s Federation; and first 
vice-president of the Coral Gables Woman’s Club, in 
which she has served as Fine Arts Chairman. A member 
of the Southern Cross Chapter of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy, she has found time to direct the 
work of the Children of the U.D.C., winning for them 
the honor roll. In 1961, she was appointed treasurer of 
the U.D.C. Centennial Confederate Ball. She is also a 
member of Coral Gables Music Club, the College Club 
of Miami, Alpha Mu Chapter of Epsilon Sigma Alpha, 
Rotary Anns of Miami Rotary Club, the Century Club, 
Coral Gables Country Club and Coral Reef Yacht Club. 
Her leisure-time hobby is sewing. 


CARL ELLIS DUNAWAY, M.D. 


A prominent Miami specialist in Ophthalmology, Dr. 
Carl E. Dunaway has been practicing medicine in 
Florida since 1919, and practicing his specialty in Miami 
since 1926. He is a member of the consulting staff at the 
Jackson Memorial Hospital, where he has been a staff 
member for forty years, and is a member of the faculty 
of the University of Miami Medical School. 

Dr. Dunaway was born in Valdosta, Georgia, October 
28, 1893, son of Willis Demetrius and Sallie Keen (Wil- 
son) Dunaway. His mother was born in Apalachicola, 


Florida, in 1858. His father was born in Stewart County, 
Georgia, September 28, 1855. He was a pharmacist, 
Justice of the Peace and Deacon of the Baptist Church. 

After being educated in Valdosta public schools, Carl 
Ellis Dunaway entered Emory University and received 
his M.D. degree there in 1916. He interned and was a 
resident physician in Néw York City and Brooklyn 
hospitals until he enlisted in the United States Army 
Medical Corps in World War I. 

As Captain of the Medical Corps, he was attached to 
a London Field Ambulance of the British Expeditionary 
Force and participated in the battles of Amiens, Ypres 
and Albert, serving in Europe from August 18, 1917, to 
April 25, 1919. In 1918, he was decorated by the British 
Government with the Military Cross of Great Britain. 

Returning to the United States, Dr. Dunaway came 
to Kissimmee, Florida, and conducted a general prac- 
tice of medicine there from 1919 to 1921. In February of 
1921, he moved to Miami and continued his general 
practice there for four years. In 1925-26 he took gradu- 
ate study in the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat specialty 
(or more technically, Otolaryngology and Ophthal- 
mology) at Tulane University, New Orleans, and since 
his return to Miami has practiced this specialty, spe- 
cializing in Ophthalmology since 1945. He is now as- 
sociated in a partnership with two other doctors under 
the name of Dunaway, Whitmer and Alecce, with offices 
at 550 Bricknell Avenue, Miami. 

Dr. Dunaway is a staff member of several hospitals 
in the Miami area in addition to the Jackson Memorial 
Hospital, where he was formerly Chief of Staff. 

He is a member of the American Medical ‘Association, 
a life member of the Southern Medical Association, the 
Florida Medical Association and the Dade County 
Medical Association (past president, 1924); a diplomate 
and life member of the American Academy of Oto- 
laryngology and Ophthalmology and the Florida Oto- 
laryngology and Ophthalmology Association (president 
in 1944-46); and a member of the Seaboard Railroad 
Surgeons. 

From 1935 to 1937, Dr. Dunaway was a Lieutenant 
Commander in the United States Naval Reserve. He was 
a Colonel on the staff of Governor Holland of Florida 
from 1941 to 1945. During this same period of time he 
served on the Appeal Board of the Draft Boards for 
Dade County. 

Dr. Dunaway is a Mason and Shriner of Mahi Temple, 
a member of Central Baptist Church of Miami, of Sons 
of the American Revolution, a charter member of the 
Riviera Country Club, a former member (also charter) 
of the Miami Country Club, and a former member of 
the Biltmore Country Club. His professional fraternity 
is Phi Rho Sigma. 

On May 27, 1920, at Lake City, Florida, Dr. Dunaway 
married Anne Bryan Carson, a native of Kissimmee, 
Florida, whose sketch follows. 

Dr. Dunaway is mentioned in the books, ‘Pushed and 
The Return Push,” and “The Lost Legion,” a book about 
the 1,400 young Army doctors lent to the British Army 
in World War I. He is well known for his hobbies— 
photography and golf. 


ANNE BRYAN CARSON DUNAWAY 


Of Anne Bryan Carson Dunaway it has been written: 
“She is a natural leader and comes of a long and 

distinguished line of leaders; a line which has left 

its mark on Florida history for nearly two cen- 
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turies. She possesses a quality even rarer than 

leadership—the ability to delegate authority and 

inspire the sense of responsibility in her associates. 

The list of her achievements is impressive in its 

diversity.” 

Born in Kissimee, Florida, September 8, 1894, she is 
a daughter of Charles Averette and Annie Bryan Car- 
son. Through her mother, who was born in Putnam 
County, Florida, November 1, 1867, she is connected 
with some of Florida’s oldest families, the Nortons, Eu- 
banks and Browards, who were associated with the 
history of Northeast Florida from Colonial times. Sev- 
eral members of the Bryan family were distinguished 

holders of public office in the state and federal gov- 
ernment. Mrs. Dunaway’s father was born in Macon, 
Georgia, November 10, 1862, and received an M.A. 
degree from Mercer University in 1881. He was a busi- 
nessman, banker, educator, State Senator, president of 
the Florida Baptist Convention, and a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the University of Florida, 1903-05. 

Anne Bryan Carson graduated from Osceola High 
School, Kissimmee, and from Colorado College, Colo- 
rado Springs, in 1914 with an A.B. degree. She was 
a member of the National Board staff of the YWCA in 
1917-18 and in 1918-19 was a field worker with the 
YMCA in England and France. 

She was on the Red Cross disaster staff following 
Florida’s two worst hurricanes, 1926 and 1928, and did 
a magnificant job on the Relief Committee, She did 
volunteer case work with the Dade County Welfare 
Board and rural welfare work under the Department of 
Agriculture. 

During World War II she was the only woman a™ 
pointed to the Florida Civil Defense Council by Gov- 
ernor Holland, who made her head of the newly cre- 
ated Women’s Division. As head of the Home and Com- 
munity Services, she set up capable organizations in 
every county in Florida. This was all before Pearl 
Harbor. When the war came, this Florida division was 
singled out by national authorities as an example for 
the rest of the country. The war broadened its scope 
and new departments were added, but there was no 
delay—everything was ready. 

Mrs. Dunaway was State Advisor to the National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis from 1945 to 1954. 

‘She is a past member of the State Conference on Social 
Work; was first chairman of the Women’s Division of 
the Community Chest and a past member of the Board 
of the Community Chest; also served on the Board of 
the Children’s Service Bureau, and was on the YWCA 
Board for sixteen years. 

She is a charter member and past president of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of Dade County Medical Associa- 
tion; a charter member and past president of the Junior 
League of Miami; a past member of the Board of Miami 
Woman’s Club and the Florida Federation of Women’s 
Clubs; a member of Central Baptist Church of Miami 
and of Chi Omega sorority. She will be in the third edi- 
tion of “Who’s Who of American Women.” 

As if all of the foregoing were not enough, a news- 
paper writer paid Mrs. Dunaway the following shining 
tribute: 

“For all her vibrant force of energy, there is some- 
‘thing basically serene and restful in her person- 
ality. To an audience she speaks well and sensibly. 
Her conversation is stimulating and altogether de- 
lightful. She is thoughtful, yet witty; firm but not 
arbitrary. Her reading is extensive and varied. .. 

_ her voice is deep and delicious; her manner charm- 
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ing in a highly distinctive fashion of her own. There 

is laughter deep in her eyes, and her lips smile 

easily.” 

On May 27, 1920, in Lake City, Florida, Anne Bryan 
Carson married Dr. Carl Ellis Dunaway, whose sketch 
accompanies hers, 


BENJAMIN EDGAR ARCHER 


Benjamin Edgar Archer, co-founder and publisher of 
the Homestead Leader-Perrine Post, is the fourth in 
line of six Archers by that name. The first Benjamin 
Archer migrated to the Bahamas from Pennsylvania 
during the Revolutionary War. Benjamin Archer II 
went to Key West from the Bahamas about 1840, tak- 
ing Benjamin III with him. The subject of this sketch, 
Benjamin Archer IV, is a grandson of Benjamin Vin- 
cent (III) and Priscilla (Curry) Archer. The Archer 
men have all been tall, and many of them were sea 
captains. 

Benjamin Edgar Archer, son of George Franklin and 
Mary Eddings (Fripp) Archer, was born in Key West 
November 8, 1898. His father was born in Key West 
in 1870 and died in 1951. He was a bank employee, a 
member of the Monroe County Board of Public Instruc- 
tion, and a Lieutenant in the United States Naval Re- 
serve. Ben’s’ mother was born in Virginia in 1873 and 
died in 1959. 

At the age of eight Ben Archer got a job as a printer’s 
devil on the Key West Citizen. By the time he was 
thirteen he was a cub reporter for the Key West 
Morning Journal. In the summer of 1917 he was night 
editor of this paper. That fall he entered the University 
of Florida for pre-journalism courses and became edi- 
tor-in-chief of the Florida Alligator, the campus paper. 
In 1920 he went to Columbia University, New York, and 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism from the 
Pulitzer School of Journalism. 

While working for his degree at Columbia, he was 
given assignments from the New York World and the 
Brooklyn Eagle. He also took a course in linotype 
operation at the Mergenthaler plant in Brooklyn, and 
after receiving his degree in 1921, worked for a year 
as linotype operator on the Bridgeport Post-Telegram 
at Bridgeport, Connecticut. This practical shop train- 
ing came in handy during the war-time shortages of 
later years. 

In New York City on September 6, 1921, Ben Archer 
married Marjorie Leach, whose sketch follows. To- 
gether they returned to Florida in 1922 and, in accord- 
ance with a preconceived plan, founded their own 
newspaper, The Homestead Leader, first printed in 
March, 1923. In 1931 they bought the Homestead En- 
terprise (founded in 1912), merged it with the Leader 
and changed the name of the paper to Homestead 
Leader-Enterprise. Founded as a weekly, the Leader 
became a daily during the real estate boom of 1925-26 
but returned to its weekly schedule after the 1926 
hurricane. In 1957 the Perrine Post was added to the 
Archer paper and the name changed to Homestead 
Leader-Perrine Post. 

Through his newspaper Mr. Archer twice helped save 
the ownership of the city’s power plant when a utility 
company was bent on taking it over to the detriment 
of taxpayers. 

The policy of this newspaper was to keep a close 
watch over local public figures, to report factually and 
completely on thir activities; but, in general, to withhold 
editorial intervention for the big and far-reaching is- 
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sues. “Taking potshots at public officials just because we 
have the power,” said Mr. Archer, “is an abuse of the 
very freedom of the press we like to shout about. The 
same is true of the editor who uses his paper for per- 
sonal gain, or to vent his spleen against a personal 
enemy.” 

On October 26, 1961, the Archers sold their newspaper 
to S. W. Calkins of Beaver, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Archer led in the organization of the Redland 
District Chamber of Commerce in 1924, and later served 
as its president. He is a charter member and past presi- 
dent of Homestead Rotary Club and a member of John 
G. Salley Post of the American Legion. His church is 
the Congregational. 

His hobbies are boating, fishing and bowling. He was 
mentioned in Publishers’ Auxiliary, November 6, 1954, 
as “Editor of the Week,” and in “Kinfolks,’ by Wil- 
liam Curry Harlee. 

The Archers have a son, Benjamin Lester Archer, 
M.D., of Perrine and Whispering Pines, who was born 
in Philadelphia May 9, 1924. He is Benjamin Archer 
V, and he has a son, Benjamin Jeffrey, who makes the 
sixth generation of Benjamin Archers. 


MARJORIE LEACH ARCHER 


Daughter of John Milton Leach, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, and Minnie Robinson Leach, a Virginian by 
birth, Marjorie Leach was born in Nebraska and re- 
ceived her early education in Joplin, Missouri, where 
her father was a mining engineer. In 1915 the family 
moved to Florida City, Dade County, Florida, where 
Mr. Leach engaged in farming and served on the town 
council. 

Marjorie Leach was graduated from Florida State 
College for Women, Tallahassee (now Florida State 
University), and from Columbia University, New York 
City, where she majored in Art. After three years as 
head of the Industrial Arts Department at Florida State 
College, she returned to New York in 1921 for further 
study in Art. Her plans for study were interrupted 
by her marriage on September 6, 1921 to Benjamin Ed- 
gar Archer, who had recently graduated from Pulit- 
zer School of Journalism at Columbia University. 

After a year in Bridgeport, Connecticut, they re- 
turned to Florida and began to plan for their own 
newspaper, The Homestead Leader, which started pub- 
lication early in 1923. While Mr. Archer was editor 
and publisher, Mrs. Archer assumed the duties of man- 
aging editor and continued to hold this position through 
the years. 

Her work on the paper did not prevent Mrs. Archer 
from participating in civic activities. During the eleven 
years when her son was a student in the Homestead 
public schools, she was a PTA Room Mother. She 
served as PTA program chairman for several years, as 
president for two years and later as a director of the 
Dade County Council of Parent-Teacher Associations. 
During her term as president, the PTA gave the school 
moving picture and playground equipment. 

Mrs. Archer was a charter member of the Homestead 
Business and Professional Women’s Club and its pres- 
ident for two years; charter president of the Home- 
stead ‘Art Club and served in this office three years; 
and charter president of the Homestead Soroptimist 
Club, in which office she served two years. Her hobbies 
are oil painting, gardening and landscaping. 

Benjamin Lester Archer, only son of Benjamin Edgar 


and Marjorie Leach Archer, is now a practicing physi- 
cian in Perrine, Florida. Born in Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, May 9, 1924, he graduated from Homestead 
High School in 1941. He received his B.S. degree from 
the University of Maryland and his M.D. from George- 
town University, Washington, D.C. Entering the United 
States Army immediately after his graduation from 
the University in 1948, he served his internship and 
two years of his residency as an internist at Walter 
Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C. 

As an Army Captain with Walter Reed Hospital, he 
was given the assignment of Professor of Military Sci- 
ence and Tactics at New York Medical College, and 
while on this assignment in New York completed his 
residency training in his specialty, internal medicine, 
at the Flower Fifth Avenue Hospital. 

Advanced to the rank of Major, he was made Chief 
Medical Officer of Henry Barracks, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, where he was stationed for two years. During his 
seven and a half years in the Army he also saw service 
in Texas and Germany. 


WIRTH MIDDLETON MUNROE 


The subject of this sketch, a native of Coconut Grove, 
Florida, is the son of the late Commodore Ralph Mid- 
dleton Munroe, one of Dade County’s distinguished 
settlers in the 1880's, whose book, “The Commodore’s 
Story,” was published in 1930; three years before his 
death. 

Concerning this distinguished pioneer, Herbert L. 
Stone wrote in the preface of “The Commodore’s Story”: 

“In one great and lovable quality, Commodore 

Munroe stands forth above other men—in his genius 

for friendship.” 

It is said that this is and has been a quality of the 
Munroes ever since Donald, founder of the family, went 
to Scotland from Northern Ireland in search of ad- 
venture and fortune, and found both. Wirth Munroe 
is no exception. 

His father, born April 3, 1851, in New York City, 
first visited Florida in 1877, going by sailing vessel to 
Key West and then by small coasting sloop to Biscayne 
Bay. He had begun life as a mechanical engineer in 
New York but devoted all his spare time to marine 
pursuits and became a marine surveyor and yacht de- 
signer. He also engaged in various other businesses and 
was a Justice of the Peace. He made Coconut Grove 
his home in 1885 and in 1887 founded the Biscayne 
Bay Yacht Club, which he served as Commodore for 
twenty-three years—hence, the title, “Commodore.” 

Wirth Middleton Munroe was born in Coconut Grove, 
Florida, November 27, 1902. His mother was Jessie 
Wellington Wirth, born July 13, 1876. She died in 1940. 
Wirth’s education was begun at home, by the Calvert 
system, followed by two years (1914-16) at Miss Har- 
ris’ School, then public grade school in Coconut Grove 
and Miami High School, from which he was graduated 
in 1921. He took courses in Civil Engineering at Co- 
lumbia University, New York, and in Aeronautical 
Engineering at the University of Miami. Other than 
that, he says he is self-taught, with the help of his 
father and Nathaniel G. Herreshoff. 

From 1921 to 1926 he was engaged in Civil Engineer- 
ing and from 1928 to 1930 he was connected with the 
First National Bank of Miami. Since then all his work 
has been in the marine field, for he inherited his fath- 
er’s love of the sea. In 1930 he started out for himself 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


as a designer and builder of boats, both cruising and 
sailing, and won a reputation for designing winners in 
the latter field. 

During World War II he was connected with Pan 
American Airways and headed their office in charge of 
maintenance of all marine bases, marine and automo- 
tive equipment for the Latin American division, 

In 1945 he returned to designing and added survey 
work. For eight years, from 1950 to 1958, he was Super- 
intendent and General Manager of Miami Shipbuilding 


Corporation. He is still engaged in yacht designing and 


marine surveying and is well known in the yachting 
world, both here and abroad, for his designs. Pictures 


_of his boats appear frequently in magazines and news- 


papers, and boats he designed sometimes appear in 
color on magazine covers. 

Mr. Munroe also devotes much time to civic work 
in his community. He is Director of the Marine Coun- 
cil of Miami-Dade County Chamber of Commerce, a 
director of the Coconut Grove Chamber of Commerce, 
and third vice-president of the Islandia Chamber of 
Commerce. During World War II he was a member 
of the Ration Board of Dade County. He is a charter 
member and director of the Boys’ Club of Miami, a 
member of the Kiwanis Club, the Miami Yacht Club, 
Biscayne Bay Yacht Club (Commodore in 1946-47), 
and the Cruising Club of America. He is 1960-61 pres- 
ident of Coconut Grove Library Association and a past 
president of the Historical Association of Southern 
Florida; a past Master of Coconut Grove Lodge #258, 
F, & A. M., and a member of St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church of Coconut Grove. 

At St. Stephen’s Church in Coconut Grove on Feb- 
ruary 16, 1933, Wirth Middleton Munroe married Mary 
Kimball Poore, who was born in Bradford, Massachu- 
setts, January 18, 1904. She is a daughter of Julia Hes- 
ter (Kimball), born in Bradford, Massachusetts, August 
15, 1867, and Charles Herbert Poore, born in Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, March 12, 1862. 

Mr. and Mrs. Munroe have two sons, born in Coconut 
Grove, Florida: William Middleton Munroe, born No- 
vember 9, 1935, and Charles Poore Munroe, born No- 
vember 13, 1937. William is a yacht broker in Miami. 
He was married on October 23, 1959, to Ellen Severson, 
a talented musician. They have two children: a daugh- 
ter, Patrice Ellen, born in 1960; and a son, William 
Middleton, Jr., born October 15, 1961. 


JOHN PATRICK IRWIN 


The Irwin Grain Company, founded in Miami in 1923 
by John Patrick Irwin, is a family enterprise which 
John Irwin, his wife, Madeline, and two sons, Jack and 
Bill, have developed. There is more than the luck of the 
Irish behind Mr. Irwin’s success, for he seems to be a 
past master in the science and art of Human Relations, 
or what Dale Carnegie called “making friends and in- 
fluencing people.” In fact, one can’t help but think 
what a success he would have been in the Diplomatic 
Service. 

Son of Catherine and Michael Irwin (his mother came 
from Ireland; his father’s parents from Scotland), John 
Patrick Irwin was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
on November 11, 1896, and was educated in that city, 
graduating from the University of Pennsylvania, where 
he majored in Business Administration. About that 
time he enlisted in the Army in World War I and was 
made a First Lieutenant. 


Coming to Miami in 1923, he established his grain 
business near Seventh Avenue and Fourteenth Street 
in downtown Miami, and there it remained until 1954, 
when it was moved to the present location in southwest 
Miami, or Kendall, where there was room for expan- 
sion and more opportunity to mingle with the custom- 
ers. The plant, with its extensive warehouses, display 
room, sales room and office, now covers several blocks 
on the Federal Highway and extends west of the Flor- 
ida East Coast Railroad. 

The volume of business has increased steadily, the 
biggest growth being within the past five or six years. 
It now grosses well over a million dollars annually, 
with the feed department accounting for more than half 
of the total. Dairy and poultry feeds are the best sell- 
ers, with a sprinkling of horse and hog feeds. The 
company handles the entire line of Red Rose feeds, 
with special oats for race horses; plus fertilizers, to- 
bacco leaf products, Chilean nitrates, insecticides, fun- 
gicides, peat moss, oyster shell and a full line of cat- 
tle and poultry remedies, They also handle a line of 
farm machinery, power mowers, wire fencing, garden 
tools, seeds, and crate material. 

Deliveries are made weekly over regular routes to 
an area extending approximately 100 miles in the north- 
south range and about 25 miles west. Special deliveries 
may be made on orders of one ton or over. 

A hint as to why John Irwin’s business is thriving, 
aside from natural causes such as increase in popula- 
tion, is contained in the following statement of his: 

“Anticipating a customer’s needs, not only from 

a standpoint of his purchases, but what might be 
suggestions with respect to his own best interests, 
helps our business. For example, if we observe a 
customer in any field of agricultural endeavor ex- 
panding more than we think is good for him, we 
don’t hesitate to express ourselves. We feel in this 
way we will be saving ourselves trouble, mostly 
from credits, later on.” 

Herein one detects the wisdom of a Solomon, and it 
is our guess that the farmer who is not too experienced 
in his territory appreciates the advice. 

John Irwin believes in making customers feel im- 
portant to the business. He greets every customer by his 
first name. If a new face appears, he strikes up a con- 
versation and soon knows not only the man’s name 
and his line of business but where he lives, where he 
came from and many other things. In turn he describes 
the district, pointing out the churches, clubs and social 
events, and in general tries to make the newcomer feel 
welcome. With this introduction, it is only natural for 
a salesman to call at the man’s home and offer his 
services to help the new citizen get started. 

Irwin also makes use of every help his suppliers pro- 
vide, including complete books on poultry and dairy 
production, which contain valuable information for 
prospects when they make a call. When he and his two 
sons are on the road they not only cover the routes 
for sales but give cattle and poultry diagnosis, feeding 
advice and services such as vaccinating, worming, and 
culling flocks. 

Mr. Irwin tries to train his employees to acknowledge 
promptly every customer coming into the store, asking 
the customer’s indulgence if they happen to be busy. 
He stresses the importance of telephone courtesy, avoid- 
ing the abrupt question. In short, he tries to make them 
all diplomats, like himself. 

He keeps a bulletin board for the use of customers, 
where they may advertise an article (or a farm) for 
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sale, and it is well used. He promotes every possible 
group meeting—farm extension projects, fairs, 4-H 
clubs, demonstrations, contests, get-together parties. 
The Irwins helped organize and sponsor the local 
youth movement. 

John Irwin was one of the seven founders of the 
Florida Feed Dealers Association. He served as first 
chairman of the board of directors and as president, 
and has taken much satisfaction in seeing the organiza- 
tion grow to its present prosperity. In the fifties he 
served on the Draft Board in South Miami and at one 
time was head of it. He is a member of the Miami 
Kiwanis Club and the Catholic Church. 

On December 23, 1926, John Patrick Irwin married 
Madeline DeLoach, daughter of John and “Jimmie” 
(Carter) DeLoach, who was born in Tallahassee, Flor- 
ida, April 16, 1904. 

Beginning in 1926, Mrs. Irwin taught piano for sev- 
eral years at the University of Miami and in the late 
twenties she went on Redpath Chautauqua tours as 
pianist with a group of entertainers. She was the first 
piano soloist to play for a Miami radio broadcast. She 
assisted Miss Bertha Foster in organizing the Music 
Teachers Association of Miami and led in the move- 
ment to stabilize the fee for music lessons. 

Mrs. Irwin is a founding member of the Sigma Alpha 
Iota honor music sorority at the University of Miami. 
In 1957 she founded the Coral Gables chapter of the 
National League of American Penwomen and served 
as its president for one year. She belongs to the D.A.R., 
the Musicians’ Club of America, and is a life member 
of the Florida Federation of Music Clubs. 

The two sons of Mr. and Mrs. Irwin are John De- 
Loach Irwin (Jack), born March 2, 1930, and William 
Thomas Irwin (Bill), born August 25, 1933. Both sons 
are University of Miami graduates and*followed in their 
father’s footsteps, studying Business Administration. 
Jack was in the Service during the fifties. He married 
the former Miss Jeanne Phoenix of Miami. Bill is a 
captain in the Air Force, on leave from the family’s 
business. 

John and Madeliene Irwin have six grandchildren. 
Jack is the father of Alice, Amy and Emily. Bill’s 
children are Becky, Leslie and Patricia. 


HERMAN LEO ANDERSEN, D.D.S. 


Although he enjoys a lucrative practice as a dentist 
in the Miami area, Dr. Herman Leo Andersen is more 
renowned for his interest and participation in the field 
of aviation. 

Son of Hans Christian and Thora (Bergstrom) 
Andersen, Dr. Andersen was born in Kansas City, 
Missouri, June 16, 1911. His father, who was a building 
contractor in Missouri, Oklahoma and Florida, was born 
at Taastrup, Denmark, July 12, 1887. His mother was 
born at Hylstrup, Denmark, June 7, 1888. 

Dr. Andersen received his education in the follow- 
ing schools: Miami Junior Academy, Miami, Florida; 
Forest Lake Academy, Orlando, Florida; Edison High 
School, Miami; Southern Missionary College, College- 
dale, Tennessee; the University of Miami, Coral Gables; 
and Emory University School of Dentistry, Atlanta, 
Georgia, where he received his D.D.S. degree. 

During World War II Dr. Andersen served four years 
in the United States Navy as a pilot, entering as a full 
lieutenant and emerging as a lieutenant commander, 
and is now in the Navy Reserve. He was instructor in 


flying and assistant operations officer at Olathe, Kansas 
and during the last year-and-a-half of his service was 
in the Air Transport Command, flying four-engine sea- 
planes. He also served in the Civil Air Patrol during 
the war and was one of the 47 Greater Miamians who 
having flown more than 200 hours on anti-submarine 
duty with coastal patrol No. 7, received the Army Ait 
Medal. 

Dr. Andersen is a past president and member of the 
Florida Air Pilots Association. During his presidency 
of this organization, in June, 1947, the members (ther 
numbering 500) made a four-day air tour of the state 
through ten prominent cities, for the purpose of oro- 
moting air education in the schools and urging uniform 
air markers for municipalities. They dropped leaflets 
on those cities which showed the need for air trave. 
markers. 

Under his presidency of FAPA' the first mass small- 
plane flights to Cuba were organized. To Dr. Anderser 
belongs much of the credit for putting the FAPA ir 
the “big league” of the nation’s air societies. Serving 
two consecutive terms as president, he did an outstand- 
ing job in leading the Association from a more or les: 
small social group to a state-wide organization. 


Early in 1947, Dr. Andersen was one of fifteen mer 
appointed to a Miami committee to act as a subcommit- 
tee to a federal survey group whose aim was to simplify 
air travel regulations. In 1947, also, he was chairman o: 
the All-American Air Maneuvers held in Miami. He is < 
past vice-president and member of the Florida Aer«c 
Club, a member of Aircraft Owners and Pilots Associa- 
tion, the Greater Miami Aviation Association (past di- 
rector), the Citizens Aviation Advisory Board to the 
Port Authority of Dade County, Florida, and the Dade 
County Sheriffs Air Patrol. 


In professional circles, he is a member of the Ameri- 
can Dental Association, the Florida State Dental Society 
the East Coast Dental Society, the Miami Dental Society 
the Dade County Dental Research Clinic, the Greate) 
Miami Cleft Palate Association, the Greater Miami Den- 
tal Study Group, the American Association of Seventh- 
Day Adventist Dentists, and Pierre Fauchard Academy 

He is chairman of the Board of Directors and one o 
the founders of the Hialeah Hospital at Hialeah, Flor- 
ida. He was one of the few men responsible for this his- 
pital’s ranking first in the nation for closed circuit T\ 
in its maternity department, and for having one of the 
first cobalt machines in the South. 

Dr. Andersen is also a member of BPOE Lodge #948 
Miami, and the Temple Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
Miami. 

He was married in Atlanta, Georgia, April 14, 1934 
to Eva Marie Johnson, who was born at Palmett 
Beach, Florida, May 30, 1912, daughter of Harry L 
Johnson, born in Rockford, Illinois, and Annie Marthi 
(Hulsey) Johnson, who was born in Florida January 6 
1888. Beautiful and popular, Mrs. Andersen grew up i 
Miami and takes part in church and civic activities. 

Dr. and Mrs. Andersen have a daughter, Daryl Thor: 
Andersen, born May 4, 1945, in San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia; and a son, Howard Clayton Andersen, born ir 
Miami July 22, 1947. 

The Andersen home is in the beautiful Snapper Creel 
Lakes area. Dr. Andersen’s hobbies are orchids anc 
water skiing; Mrs. Andersen’s are crafts, flower ar: 
rangement and gardening. She is a member of Snappe 
Creek Garden Club. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


S. HARVEY GREENSPAN 


The passing of Harvey Greenspan on December 22, 
1960, recalls a character out of Horatio Alger. But 
Greenspan was more than the poor boy who made good. 
He became an industrialist of stature and creativity. He 
died many times a millionaire; yet his interests were 
not confined to making money. His complex personality 
had many facets. He belonged to that rapidly dwindling 
generation which migrated from East Europe to the 
United States prior to the first World War. They gen- 
erally traveled steerage and landed virtually penniless. 
The children struggled hard to absorb the education, 
spirit and know-how of a strange new world. Many of 
them attained high places in American life. 

Samuel Harvey Greenspan was born at Pinsk, Rus- 
sia, in 1893 and came via Liverpool, England, to the 
United States in his thirteenth year. Intending to be- 
come a lawyer, he worked in the office of a relative, 
Harvey Harwood (who later became Governor of the 
Virgin Islands), and studied at New York University, 
later completing his law course at Columbia. While 
studying law he taught Hebrew in a school. 

During World War I Harvey Greenspan served in the 
Air Force on Long Island. In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
he married the beautiful Jean Krieger, one of six 
daughters of Moses and Rebecca Krieger. After his mar- 
riage he entered the wholesale clothing business, manu- 
facturing men’s clothing in New York City. In the late 
twenties he ran into labor trouble. The Union ordered 
him to take on an additional bookkeeper, which he did 
not need. Suspecting that they wanted to check his 
books and spy into his business, he refused. There en- 
sued a series of “accidents,’ and the Union bosses 
eventually succeeded in putting him out of business. 

Despite the depression, with his business qualifica- 
tions, Harvey Greenspan would have had little difficulty 
in securing employment. But he scorned any mere posi- 
tion, no matter how lucrative. He had to be his own 
boss, and he never doubted his ability to tackle any 
business enterprise. 

While he was looking about for a new venture, his 
sister-in-law, Gilda Krieger, married Bror G. Dahlberg, 
president of Celotex Corporation. Dahlberg had per- 
fected the process of making an insulating material from 
sugar-cane waste, which could be put to various uses, 
including soundproofing, and was important to build- 
ers. During the depression this company ran into dif- 
ficulties and went into receivership. Dahlberg was a 
good promoter, but reconstructing a company that had 
failed was not in his line. Recognizing the talents of his 
brother-in-law, he gave him the task of reorganizing 
the company. This was not an easy assignment, but 
Greenspan accomplished it with complete satisfaction 
to the officers and stockholders. .Celotex Corporation 
today is considered a sound investment on Wall Street. 
Besides receiving a block of shares for his successful 
efforts, Greenspan had the choice of any position in the 
recrganized company, but he was nat interested. Celotex 
Corporation was now a fait accompli. He sought new 
worlds to conquer. 

While he was reorganizing Celotax, Greenspan's wife, 
Jean, and their child, Lila, joined the Krieger family 
in Miami Beach. Catering to tourists was then virtually 
the sole industry in or about Miami. This business did 
not appeal to Greenspan. Someone mentioned Haiti as 
a land awaiting the pioneer enterpriser, and he was off 


; to investigate it. 


In Haiti he found cotton growing in abundance and 
labor cheap. The raw cotton was shipped to Japan and 
krought back in bolts of blue denim or in dungarees, 
which was virtually the sole garment of the natives out- 
side of Port-au-Prince. Greenspan had visions of cloth- 
ing Haiti with its home-grown product and paying the 
cost of manufacture to the-inhabitants. But his efforts 
to interest the officials and upper class met with polite 
passivity. Eventually he learned the reason. The govern- 
ment would not issue a permit to build a plant because 
the import duties on the boatloads of denim and dun- 
garees from Japan constituted a large portion of its 
revenue; the majority of the people being unable to pay 
taxes. 

Harvey Greenspan’s next interest was ramie—a fiber 
stronger than hemp, with a silky luster, capable of be- 
ing spun and woven into fine fabrics. It was used in 
Egypt 3,000 years ago and has been found wrapped 
around mummies, quite intact. The plant can be grown 
in Florida and at a lower cost than cotton. But an effi- 
cient decorticator (a machine to strip off the bark) had 
not been invented, and Greenspan was not an inventor. 

In the course of a friendly conversation, Harry Simon- 
hoff, the Miami lawyer and writer, gave Greenspan the 
idea for his next, and successful, enterprise—processing 
citrus juice. He purchased a modest canning outfit that 
was for sale and learned how to operate it. Later he 
bought a plant in Dania, and when Greenspan felt 
competent in the new business he purchased a large 
cannery that was available in Lakeland and named this 
business Sasson-King, Inc. 

When Harvey Greenspan entered the citrus juice 
canning business in 1936, the product was far from per- 
fect. Changes had to be made to remove the “tinny” 
and bitter taste which he discovered was caused by the 
use of the rind. After exhaustive research, Greenspan 
was able to produce a better drink and commanded a 
better price than many of his competitors. 

The outbreak of World War II stimulated production. 
The United States Government became the largest 
buyer and requested all canneries to set aside 70% of 
their production for the Armed Forces, subject to call. 
Sasson-King was one of the few Florida canners who 
obeyed this directive scrupulously, and consequently 
was able to fill the Government's order with dispatch 
when it came. The company received an appreciative 
letter from the Federal Department. 

The war over, the successful operation of Sasson-King 
settled into routine and became a fait accompli. Green- 
span would have become restless again but for a provi- 
dential discovery. Observing his daughter feeding her 
infant, he learned that his grandchild was allergic to 
orange juice and that many other babies were similarly 
affected by citrus juices. He also learned about baby 
foods packed in small cans or jars. The idea of processing 
a fruit juice especially for babies came to him. Investi- 
gation disclosed that the oil and peel of oranges were 
the prime causes of allergy. On further research he came 
to the conclusion that oranges for baby food should be 
especially selected and tested for high Vitamin C. 

His new product, named Bib, was a step forward in 
infant feeding. It won over the pediatricians and re- 
ceived the endorsement of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. Greenspan demonstrated his business acumen 
in the promotion of Bib which soon became famous 
throughout the country as the only approved citrus 
juice for babies. But, despite all the precautions in its 
processing, there were still some babies that were al- 
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lergic to Bib. The problem was where to find a source 
of natural Vitamin C that would be non-allergic, for 
Greenspan was not willing to use synthetic vitamins to 
fortify other fruits for baby food. 

After consulting various authorities, he went to see 
Dr. James R. Wilson, Secretary of the Council on Food 
and Nutrition of the American Medical Association. 
From Dr. Wilson he learned about the West Indian, 
Puerto Rican or Barbados cherry, the scientific name of 
which is acerola. Growing semi-wild on a low tree or 
shrub in Puerto Rico, it is about the size and color of a 
red cherry but shaped more like a crab apple. These 
small trees grew in back yards and for centuries the 
fruit was known to the natives as having health prop- 
erties. They had a saying. “An acerola tree in the back 
yard keeps colds away from the front door.” 

The extremely high Vitamin C potency of acerola had 
been discovered, almost accidentally, in 1945, by Dr. 
Conrado F. Asenjo, a medical scientist, who had been 
making laboratory tests on available foods in Puerto 
Rico with a view to improving the diet and health of the 
natives. He had not thought oi testing the wild cherries 
until a girl in the Department brought some of the 
berries for their “coffee break.” Dr. Asenjo’s report of 
his discovery had been published by the magazine 
“Science” in February, 1946, and reprinted in other 
journals. His conclusions had been confirmed in Flor- 
ida, Cuba, Mexico and Venezuela. Dr. Wilson had told 
the management of the big food corporations about the 
discovery, but they had shown no interest beyond a 
polite comment. 

Harvey Greenspan was determined to find out if 
acerola was the answer to his quest, but there were 
many problems to be solved before the juice could be 
produced commercially. He enlisted the help of Senor 
Enrique Molinary, a Puerto Rican agriculturist who 
knew all about the tree and had a gftove of 312 trees; 
and of Jose Martinez, a teacher of agriculture who also 
operated a general store, ran a couple of restaurants, 
and functioned as a community godfather. To prove to 
these men and the Puerto Ricans in general that he was 
not out to exploit anyone, Greenspan handed them a 
check for $1,000 to use as they thought best, promising 
to invest up to $500,000 if they could show him that the 
proposed business was practical. If their finding was 
adverse, he would never ask them what they did with 
the money. Having thus gained the confidence of the 
Puerto Ricans, he returned to Florida. 

Testing and experimentation went on in Puerto Rico 
for five years. Finally, in the spring of 1954, ten cans of 
acerola juice arrived in Lakeland for further testing at 
the Sasson-King plant. Tests showed that acerola was 
almost entirely non-allergic and that its vitamin C 
potency was higher in content than any fruit in the 
world. After much trial and error, a full line of baby 
fruit juices with acerola added was perfected. 

The operation could have been advanced more 
rapidly if Greenspan had been willing to accept land 
grants from the government for the manufacture of his 
product, as did other American firms, or to increase his 
capital by floating new stock, but his temperament com- 
pelled him to do things the hard way. Slowly he in- 
creased his acreage in Puerto Rico by purchase or lease. 
As for taking on new stockholders, a higher motive than 
pride influenced his decision. He knew that stockholders 
sometimes clamor for bigger dividends, and he wished 
to keep the quality of his product high and the price 
low, so that mothers anywhere could buy it and babies 


get the maximum benefit from it. This altruistic air 
was not likely to insure high dividends to the stock 
holders. 

As the sales of Bib increased, new problems arose 
Acerola was being canned in large containers whic 
took up too much space and required costly refrigera 
tion. A dehydrated product would be more economica 
For this new machinery had to be invented or devisec 
After a series of failures, success was finally achievec 
Dehydrated acerola developed into a useful product fo 
drinks, foods and pharmaceutics. 

Greenspan turned down the offer of a large nationall 
known processor to buy out Bib, but when Mead John 
son and Company, internationally known for its infar 
product, Pablum, offered to buy Bib, he felt that hi 
brain child would be in good hands, and was gratifie 
that his comparatively small venture was deeme 
worthy of inclusion in the Mead Johnson family ¢ 
prestige products. The sale was consummated in 195 
and the production of Bib became a division of Mea 
Johnson and Company under the name of Pablum Bil 
A Wall Street corporation such as Mead Johnson is nc 
guided by sentiment. The purchase of Bib was a tribut 
to the years of effort, the sound intuitions and the care 
ful planning and strategy of Harvey Greenspan the 
built up this eminently useful business, starting wit 
very little capital. 

The disposal of Sasson-King did not mean that Green 
span was out of bsuiness. He still had his 500 acres i 
Puerto Rico producing acerola and his processing plar 
there. Mead Johnson continues to use acerola in it 
juices but does not take the total output. Had Greenspa 
retained his health, he would no doubt have expande 
this enterprise into a world-wide operation. He was n 
longer interested in making money, for he had mor 
than enough, but he had an urge toward philanthrop 
which he would not openly admit. It had found expres 
sion in producing the health-building food for babie: 
Also, he was pleased to hear from Governor Muno 
Marin of Puerto Rico that he had made a contributio: 
to the economic welfare of the island by providing wor! 
for the unemployed. Not only did his plant pay goo: 
wages, but the picking of the berries could be done b; 
people of all ages, from children to old people, since th 
bushes are low. 

Greenspan had an ulcer of the stomach in the thirties 
He underwent surgery in 1955 and again in 1960. Fron 
this last illness he never recovered. Direction of th 
Puerto Rican enterprise devolved on his wife, who hat 
been beside him all through the years and shared hi 
dreams and aspirations. 

A striking, handsome woman, she had been a charm 
ing hostess in her home on Rivo Alto Isle with its exoti 
touches, a gathering place for intellectuals and others 
foreign and native. When her husband acquired th: 
plant in Lakeland, she gave up the social life of Miami 
But she found a fascination, a sense of adventure i 
business. Living alone with her husband in Lakeland 
she knew everything that germinated in his active brain 
She was there when his ideas were born, and saw thei 
consummation. Thus she had the intricacies of a com- 
plicated business at her fingertips, and when her hus: 
band became ill she was qualified to step into th 
breach. 

Today Mrs. Greenspan divides her time between he: 
home on Rivo Alto, the factory or plantations in Puert« 
Rico and the office in Lakeland, which distributes acer- 
ola nationally. She is liked by her employees as a tact- 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


ful, considerate person, and commands their respect. The 
staff knows that she understands the management of 
her business and can cope with such problems as arise. 
She could easily lead a life of leisure or travel, but she 
finds the direction of a business preferable to sitting at 
home unoccupied. 

Greenspan seemed indifferent to organized charity, 
yet one day he astonished people with a donation of 
$250,000 for the S. Harvey Greenspan Free Patient 
Pavilion at the Mount Sinai Hospital on Miami Beach. 
Without ostentation or display, he quietly contributed 
to the Greater Miami Jewish Federation and assisted 
in the upbuilding of the State of Israel by purchasing 
Israel bonds and by donations. He also made liberal do- 
nations to Protestant organizations, to the Florida 
Southern College and to the Lakeland Hospital. 

In discussing religion with him, one might get the 
impression that he was a skeptic or freethinker; yet he 
never missed Synagogue on the Hich Holidays, often 
seeking out the most Orthodox. Not long before his 
death he purchased a set of the Universal Jewish Ency- 
clopedia and begged his friend, Harry Simonhoff, to find 
him a copy of Gershom Scholom’s “Major Trends in 
Jewish Mysticism.” Shortly before he died he repeated 
the words of Ecclesiastes: “Vanity of vanities ... all is 
vanity.” (Condensed from sketch by Harry Simonhoff.) 


THADDEUS GASTON BUCKNER 
and 
LOCA LEE CASON BUCKNER 


Thaddeus Gaston Buckner and his wife, Loca Lee 
(Cason) Buckner, represent more than a half-century 
of Florida industrial progress with the Miami Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company. 

Mr. Buckner was born March 5, 1888, in Ridgeland, 
Jasper County, South Carolina. He was the son of 
Gaston Morgan Buckner, an Atlantic Coast Line lawyer 
and mayor of Ridgeland, and Susanna Eva (Heape) 
Buckner. He was the grandson of Thaddeus Gaston 
Buckner and Sarah Ann (McMichael) Buckner, the 
former serving as a Cavalry officer in the Confederate 
Army during the Civil War. He was a great-grandson 
of Bernard Buckner, who emigrated to the United 
States from Inverness, Scotland, in 1800, settling in 
Jasper County. 

Mr. Buckner was first married October 2, 1910, to 
Martha (Mattie) Lanier, daughter of Matthew Tomlin- 
son Lanier, a merchant of Cordele, Georgia. They had 
two children: Sara Elizabeth Buckner (born September 
20, 1911), who married Raymond Stanley Risien in 
Jacksonville in 1933; and Thaddeus Gaston Buckner, 
Jr. (born January 5, 1917), now living in Miami, Flor- 
ida. The Risiens have two daughters—Diana Lee, now 
married to Robert Mathew Davant, of Houston, Texas, 
and Alice Lynne Risien. 

Mr. Buckner was married again in Bradford County, 
Florida, on January 12, 1928, to Loca Lee Cason, whose 
biography will follow. - 

After attending public school in Ridgeland, the death 
of his father in 1904 halted Mr. Bucker’s education. 
Being sixteen and the oldest son, he found it necessary 
to go to work to support his family. After brief employ- 
ment under Henry Porter in a general store in Port 
Royal, South Carolina, he worked for the Parker Rail- 
way News Company and the T. W. Shands Turpentine 
Company. 


Mr. Parker owned the first Coca-Cola franchise i 
Florida, known as the Florida Coca-Cola Bottling Com 
pany, with headquarters in Jacksonville. In 1911 M 
Parker sold Mr. Buckner the Dade County franchis« 
which then included Miami and Palm Beach, for $2,501 
By 1916, Mr. Buckner had sold that part of the franchis 
covering Palm Beach Mr. Buckner was president ¢ 
the newly-formed Miami Coca-Cola Bottling Compan 
until his death in 1941, and was also the president c 
the Florida Coca-Cola Bottling Company, which he an: 
his friend, C. J. Root, purchased from Mr. Parker ii 
1922, until his passing. (Coincidentally, it was in 192 
that Loca Lee Cason joined the firm.) Under his direc 
tion this company expanded from one plant in Jack 
sonville to fourteen throughout the state of Florida. 

A Methodist by faith, Mr. Buckner was also a membe 
of the Masonic Order (Knight Templar, Shriner, Poten. 
tate of Morocco Lodge), and the Jacksonville Rotary 
Club, serving the last as president in 1939. He belongec 
to the Jacksonville Yacht Club and the Timuquani 
Country Club. He died in Jacksonville, Florida, or 
October 13, 1941. 

Loca Lee Cason Buckner was born May 17, 1203, or 
a farm five miles from Lake Butler and three mile: 
from Raiford, located currently in Union County, Flor- 
ida, although formerly a part of Bradford County. A 
daughter of Davis C. Cason, a farmer, and Emma Crews 
Cason, she still owns her inheritance there in Bradfore 
County, where both her grandparents had homesteaded 
She attended elementary school in Raiford and high 
school in Lake Butler, later taking a business course at 
the Massey Business College in Jacksonville. 

On March 22, 1922, she took a position as secretary 
with the Florida Coca-Cola Bottling Company in Jack- 
sonville, became Manager of the Miami plant in 1925, 
and assumed permanent membership in the unique 
Coca-Cola family in 1928, when she married Mr. Buck- 
ner. Her association and experience taught her the 
value of such practical devices as careful planning, cost 
control, elimination of waste, sales incentives and cus- 
tomer goodwill, this background providing her with the 
courage to take over the company reins following Mr. 
Buckner’s death in 1941. In 1944 she regained the Palm 
Beach franchise; and after incorporating in 1949, she 
added that of Key West, and thus restored intact the 
territory as originally owned by Mr. Buckner in 1911. 

Mrs. Buckner still directs the business her husband 
purchased over fifty years ago. Since her first day in 
the organization until the present, she has tirelessly per- 
petuated the memory of the man who, with all his fore- 
sight and optimism, could scarcely have envisioned the 
fantastic growth that Florida has enjoyed in the post- 
war years. Today she maintains that, although business 
is far more complex, her only real problem is growth. 
It is a favorite opinion of hers that Coca-Cola is still 


“in its infancy. Today her territory includes seven plants 


and two warehouses manned by 500 employees. 

Mrs. Buckner is a trustee of Florida Southern College; 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Children’s 
Home of Florida on the state level and of the Ladies’ 
Board on the local level; and is treasurer of the Board 
of Lady Managers of St. Luke’s Hospital, Jacksonville— 
the oldest hospital in the state. She is a member of the 
Methodist Church, the Early Settlers Garden Club of 
Jacksonville, the Woman’s Club, The Yacht Club, and 
the Timuquana Country Club. She is well-known for 
her activities in the Humane Society and with the Girl 
Scouts. 
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A recent innovation of Mrs. Buckner’s at the Palm 
Beach plant is a Prayer Room. It is like a small chapel. 
When an employee feels the need of spiritual solace, he 
or she can retire in the strictest privacy to this haven 
of peace. A small light outside the door lets others know 
when someone is in there. This chapel has been used 
so much that Mrs. Buckner plans to have one in every 
plant. She is the first in the bottling industry to do this. 
She also furnished the Prayer Room at St. Luke’s Hos- 
pital. 

Her hobby is gardening and she specializes in raising 
orchids. At her colonial home on the St. Johns River in 
Jacksonville she raises thousands of orchid plants, aza- 
leas and camellias, and she gives orchids to her friends 
and business associates. A lover of dogs, she has never 
had less than four or five on the grounds. She is adept 
at drawing, and has designed or drafted plans for many 
buildings, and this quality has served her well in her 
work, which, in the long run, is what she loves best. 


RANDOLPH WILLIAM PINDER, JR. 


Now serving as Assistant Cashier of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Delray Beach, Randolph W. Pinder, Jr., 
is on the Advisory Board of Governors of the American 
Institute of Banking, Palm Beach County Chapter, and 
served as President of this chapter of the A.LB. in 1957. 
The fact that Mr. Pinder received the Outstanding Citi- 
zen Award of the Civitan Club of Delray Beach for 
1959-60 speaks for itself. 

Mr. Pinder has his roots in Florida. Both his parents, 
Randolph William Pinder and Mabel Roberts Pinder, 
were born in Key West—his father on January 25, 1895; 
his mother on June 22, 1897. His father, who was a shoe 
merchant, died in West Palm Beach November 20, 1957. 
He, himself, was born in West Palm Beach November 
2, 1918, and educated in Palm Beach County schools, 
later attending Syracuse University, Syracuse, New 
York. 

His first employment was with the West Palm Beach 
Housing Authority. From 1940 to 1945, he worked under 
a Civil Service appointment with the United States 
Corps of Engineers at Morrison Field, West Palm Beach, 
and in Miami Beach. After that he was with the Post 
Office Department and then in Commercial Credit work 
before entering the field of banking. He came to the 
First National Bank of Delray Beach in 1955. His present 
position indicates the confidence the bank places in his 
ability and integrity. 

Outstanding for his work with the Boy Scouts of 
America, Mr. Pinder has been a member of this organi- 
zation since 1929; as an Eagle Scout, a Scout Master for 
ten years, Commissioner and member of the Executive 
Board of Gulf Stream Council. He was the first in the 
county to obtain the “God and Country” award for Boy 
Scouts of the Gulf Stream Council, and received na- 
tional recognition in his twelfth and fourteenth years 
with the Scouts. He is also a member of the Executive 
Board of the Girl Scouts since its organization in 1956. 

Mr. Pinder was a member of Florida High School 
Activities Association from 1939 to 1960; and is a member 
of the Palm Beach County Football Officials Associa- 
tion and the Parent-Teacher Association, in which he 
has served on various committees. 

He has been active in the Community Chest of the 
Palm Beaches and of Delray Beach and is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the latter, which he served 
as General Drive Chairman in 1959 and as President in 


1960. In the Civitan Club he received an award for seven 
years perfect attendance. He is a past Treasurer and 
now Judge Advocate of this organization, and a mem- 
ber of Civitan International. He is also a past member 
of the Junior Chamber of Commerce of West Palm 
Beach. 

Mr. Pinder is a Free and Accepted Mason of the Del- 
ray Beach Lodge #171 and a 32nd degree Scottish Rite 
Mason. He is Church School Superintendent of Cason 
Memorial Methodist Church, Delray Beach; Chairman 
of the Official Board of this church for 1961-62, and was 
a member of the Official Board of the First Methodist 
Church of West Palm Beach for ten years prior to his 
moving to Delray Beach in 1955. 

On March 19, 1942, in West Palm Beach, Randolph 
W. Pinder, Jr., married Wilhelmina Fletcher Wasdin, 
who was born in Macon, Bibb County, Georgia, Jan- 
uary 13, 1913. She is a daughter of William Fletcher 
Wasdin, who was born in Georgetown, South Carolina, 
February 28, 1865, and died in Meridian, Mississippi, 
June 26, 1930; and of Jessie Wood Cone Wasdin, who 
was born in Benton, Columbia County, Florida, July 31, 
1877, and died in Macon, Georgia, September 20, 1959. 
Jessie Wood Cone was a member of one of Florida’s 
oldest pioneer families, a daughter of Captain William 
and Emily (Branch) Cone, and sister of Fred Preston 
Cone, who was Governor of Florida from 1937 to 1941. 
There were thirteen children in the Cone family and 
Mrs. Wasdin was the last of the thirteen to die. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pinder are the parents of a daughter, 
Jessie Patricia, born March 30, 1947, in West Palm 
Beach. 


SIDNEY DAVID ANSIN 


President of two large shoe manufacturing companies 
in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, Sidney David Ansin, who 
has made his home in Miami since 1941, also has in- 
terests in several Florida corporations. 

Mr. Ansin was born in the shoe manufacturing city 
of Lynn, Massachusetts, on January 17, 1904, son of 
Abraham B. and Molly (Brown) Ansin, both of Euro- 
pean birth. His father was a shoe manufacturer. Edu- 
cated in the public schools of Lynn, Massachusetts, 
Sidney yvradauted from Lynn English High School in 
1922 and attended Suffolk Law School in Boston. 

Starting in 1923, he worked for Mitchell Leather Com- 
pany of Lynn, Massachusetts, until, in 1924, he formed 
his own company, the S. D. Ansin Leather Company, in 
Boston. In 1926 he and his father formed the Ansin 
Shoe Manufacturing Company in Athol, Massachusetts. 
This company, which at one time employed 1,000 people, 
is still operating, now located in Fitchburg Massa- 
chusetts. 

In 1929 Sidney Ansin began a series of expansions 
and mergers which ended in 1946. He first took over the 
Pike Esten Shoe Company in Fitchburg and changed the 
name to Anwelt Shoe Manufacturing Corporation, 
which became the nucleus for his subsequent mergers. 
In 1934, he purchased the Peck Shoe Company at 
Worcester, Massachusetts, and changed the name to 
Monarch Shoe Company. Three years later he 
merged this company with the Anwelt Corporation. 
In 1935 he acquired the Fitchburg Shoe Manufacturing 
Company and operated it under that name until 1946, 
when this company, too, was merged with Anwelt. 
Meanwhile, in 1936 the Dolgeville Shoe Company of 
Dolgeville, New York, was taken over by Mr. Ansin and 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


operated until 1938, when it was moved to Fitchburg and 
merged with the Fitchburg Shoe Manufacturing Com- 
pany, which, as we have seen, finally became a part 
of the Anwelt Shoe Manufacturing Corporation. 

With his wife and two sons, Mr. Ansin moved to 
Miami in 1941. In Florida he is president of Miami Gar- 
dens Homes, Vero Lake Estates, Ro-Ed Corporation, 
Sunbeam Television Corporation (applicants for new 
Channel 7); vice-president of Dade-Broward Industries 
and an officer in other Florida corporations. 

During the depression years of the 1930’s the old New 
England Shoe and Leather Association was reorganized 
and Sidney Ansin was made a director. He is a past 
president of the Athol, Massachusetts, Chamber of 
Commerce. In 1936 he was Western Massachusetts 
Chairman for the Refugee Committee; and was 1938 
United Jewish Appeal Chairman, which position he 
held several years, 

He has been active with the Conference of Christians 
and Jews and the United Fund for Greater Miami and 
served on the Dade Community Relations Committee. 
He is also a director of the Jewish Old Age Home and 
of the Miami Chapter for Brandeis University. In 1953 
he was Chairman of the Budget Committee; and in 1960 
Chairman of the New Gifts Committee of the Greater 
Miami Jewish Federation, in which he has also served 
on the Executive Committee for many years and is still 
active. He was on the original State of Israel Bond Com- 
mittee in 1951 and has been active ever since. At Temple 
Beth Sholom he was Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
1956-58, and Vice-President for several terms since 1948. 

He is a life member of the Moose organization, a 
former Knight of Pythias, and a member of the Standard 
Club of Miami. His hobbies are fishing, swimming and 
sports in general. 


Mr. Ansin was married in Boston March 24, 1932, to 


Sophie Shackoy, daughter of Dora and Abraham. 


Shackoy, who were born in Europe. The Ansins two sons 
were both born in Worcester, Massachusetts: Ronald 
Marvin on March 28, 1934; Edmund Newton on March 
9, 1936. 

Ronald Marvin Ansin graduated from Andover Acad- 
emy, Harvard University and Yale University, acquiring 
an LL.B. degree at the latter university, and has been 
admitted to the bar in Connecticut and in Florida. He is 
vice-president of Anwelt Shoe Manufacturing Corpora- 
tion, 

Edmund Newton Ansin attended Fessenden Prepara- 
tory School, Andover Academy, Harvard University, 
and the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School 
of Finance, from which he holds a B.S. degree in 
Economics. 


R. W. (BILL) APTE 


The maternal grandfather of Robert Williams Apte 
came from Germany in 1840, Anglicized his surname 
to Williams and settled in Jacksonville. The selection 
of Jacksonville was due to the advice of a cousin, 
Philip Diamond, who settled in Tallahassee while Flor- 
ida was a territory, in 1837, and served with the fighting 
forces in the Seminole War. 
| Robert Williams had a roving disposition. When the 
news spread about the discovery of gold in California, 
he joined the 49ers in the Gold Rush. Evidently he did 
not prosper on the Pacific Coast, for in 1853 he was back 
in Florida and opened a store near the Georgia border 


between Jasper and Jennings on the Withlacoochee 
River. He moved about from place to place, and in 1832 
his daughter, Zipporah, was born at Madison, Florida. 
When Williams died in Tallahassee his body was shipped 
to Jacksonville for burial. 

In 1885 Zipporah Williams married the Austrian, 
Charles S. Apte, an emigrant out of Vienna who entered 
the United States in 1870. Naturalized at Charleston, 
Carolina, in 1876, Charles S. Apte became at the same 
time a member of the military company known as the 
German Fuseliers. 

Robert Williams Apte, son of Charles and Zipporah 
(Williams) Apte, was born in Brunswick, Georgia, on 
March 7, 1892. He attended elementary school in Talla- 
hassee, then the West Florida Seminary, which later 
became the Florida State University. He also studied at 
Central High School in St. Louis, Missouri, until his 
15th year. He then went to work and started in busi- 
ness in 1910. Four years later he moved to Atlanta, 
Georgia, and remained there for the next twelve years. 

A friendly young man whom everyone called Bilbe 
R. Williams Apte came to Miami in 1922 and went into 
the food brokerage business. Three years later his older 
brother, Day J. Apte, joined him in business and in 
1929 the Apte Brothers started the canning and proec- 
essing of citrus juice and vegetables in Riviera, a town 
north of Palm Beach. 

The canning business expanded so that they had 
chains as far north as Delaware and in Texas. During 
the second World War they moved their headquarters 
to Tampa. In 1945 the Apte Brothers sold out their 
chain of plants and moved back to Miami. 

Day Apte attained a high place in business and in 
social service activities. A director of the First National 
Bank of Miami, he was also President of Temple Israel 
and was active in numerous organizations. In 1943 he 
was elected to the important American Jewish Confer- 
ence and represented Florida outside of Greater Miami. 
He displayed a strong interest in various institutions 
until his death in 1956, 

At all times Bill Apte manifested a lively interest in 
organizations and philanthropies. He is a Mason, Shriner 
and Elk. When sixteen years old he and three others 
founded Pi Tau Pi, a social and philanthropic fraternity 
that has fifteen chapters today. In 1923 he was a founder 
of Temple Israel in Miami; in 1927 he helped to expand 
Temple Israel in West Palm Beach, and in 1934 became 
its president. He also assisted in organizing B’nai B’rith 
in 1929, and in 1935 he was a reorganizer of the Young 
Men’s Hebrew Association in Tampa. 

He is vice-president of the National Children’s Cardiac 
Hospital in Miami; treasurer of the Cedars of Lebanon 
Hospital; treasurer of the local chapter of the American 
Jewish Committee; and takes an active interest in the 
Kiwanis Club and the B’nai B'rith. Bill is especially 
proud of having successfully launched, in 1952, the first 
campaign to raise funds for the Einstein College of 
Medicine in New York City. He is always ready with 
his time and money to assist any worthy cause, Jewish 
or Christian. 

In 1920 Bill Apte married Bessie Kaufman of Colum- 
bus, Georgia. Bessie’s grandmother, Mathilde Straus, 
married Julius Kaufman who had settled in Columbus, 
Georgia, in 1820. It was Julius Kaufman who directed 
his wife’s cousin, Lazarus Straus, to open a store in 
Talbotton, Georgia. 

Lazarus Straus left Germany after the failure of the 
1848 Revolution. His three sons became prominent in 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


American history. Isidor Straus, who went down on the 
Titanic, was responsible for the growth of R. H. Macy & 
Company into the world’s leading department store. 
Nathan Straus became a celebrated philanthropist; and 
America is indebted to him for introducing pasteurized 
milk, which saved the lives of untold infants. Oscar S. 
Straus, twice Minister to Turkey, was Secretary of 
Commerce and Labor in the Cabinet of Theodore Roose- 
velt. 

While Besie Apte has good reason to feel proud of her 
famous relatives, she is equally proud of her grand- 
father, Jacob Julius Kaufman, who was wounded while 
serving in the Confederate Army. 


NATHAN BARNETT ROOD 


President of Rood Construction Company, Miami, for 
the past ten years, and president of the Atlantic Util- 
ities Corporation, Nathan B. Rood has been a resident 
of Miami since 1946 and has been in the construction 
and utility business in that area since that time. The 
Rood Construction Company presently has under con- 
struction several projects totaling approximately 
$3,000,000, among which is the first fully air-conditioned 
high school in the country, being built at Fort Lauder- 
dale. Mr. Rood is also vice-president of the South 
Broward Water Company, vice-president of Coral 
Heights Utilities, and vice-president of Playland Wa- 
ter Company, as well as president of Atlantic Utilities 
Corporation, which is owner of several sewer, water 
and gas companies in Florida. He is active in civic 
affairs and particularly in Jewish organizations. 

Son of Morris and Pauline (Zlatopolsky) Rood, he 
was born in Odessa, Russia, September 16, 1902. His 
parents having emigrated to this country in his child- 
hood, he attended grade and high school at Peekskill, 
New York. He graduated from Columbia College ia 
1924 with a B.A. degree and attended Harvard Grad- 
uate School of Business Administration the following 
year. Later he took courses in Engineering and Archi- 
tecture at Columbia University and from 1925 to 1927 
was occupied in construction engineering with a Miami 
construction company. 

In 1927 he entered Columbia University Law School 
and graduated in 1930 with the LL.B. degree. Admitted 
to the New York bar in 1931, he practiced law in New 
York until 1935, specializing in real estate and con- 
struction law. 

Mr. Rood returned to construction work in 1935 and 
worked as a surveyor, draftsman, engineer, assistant 
project manager and project manager on numerous 
construction projects, such as roadways, dams, sewer 
and water works, until 1942, when he joined the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers. 

Assigned to the New York District, he was succes- 
sively Construction Engineer, Area Engineer and Dep- 
uty District Engineer. He was the Contracting Officer 
for the New York State area and had responsible 
charge of over $100,000,000 worth of construction. 
Among the projects under his jurisdiction were: Camp 
Shanks; Belle Meade Quartermaster Depot; West Point 
rehabilitation and new construction; eleven airfields in 
New York, New Jersey and Vermont; Halloran Gen- 
eral Hospital; Seaside Hospital; several disinfestation 
plants in New York City; piers, docks and harbor 
works; high-power lines from the St. Lawrence River 
to Pennsylvania; hydraulic fill; Idlewild Airport; work 
on many military posts, camps and stations in the New 
York area and dozens of smaller projects. Several of 
the larger projects were performed on a cost-plus- 


fee basis. There were as many as 19,000 civilian em- 
ployees and several thousand civil service employees 
under Rood’s jurisdiction. 

From 1944 to 1946 Officer Rood was on troop duty in 
command of a Construction Battalion and Provisional 
Engineer Regiments which constructed roads, dams, 
water works, etc. In 1946,“until his release from active 
duty in July, he was Regimental Commander and 
Deputy Post Engineer with the Post Engineers at Fort 
Lewis, Washington. He is now a Colonel in the Army 
Reserve. 

Returning to Miami in 1946, Mr. Rood became Pres- 
ident and General Manager of City Construction Cor- 
poration, a general contractor operating primarily in 
the Greater Miami area with an annual average volume 
of business of over $3,000,000. In 1951 he formed the 
Rood Construction Company, whose business includes 
housing, construction of drainage systems, sewage and 
gas systems, and miscellaneous heavy construction, do- 
ing an annual average volume of over $3,000,000 worth 
of business. 

In 1957-58 Mr. Rood was the principal in a firm un- 
der contract to the United States Air Force for the 
construction of a $21,000,000 housing project, which 
was completed in sixteen months—ten months ahead 
of schedule. 


Mr. Rood was vice-president of the Florida State 
Home Builders Association and vice-president of the 
Florida Water and Sewage Association, of which he is 
currently president. He is a former director of the 
Miami National Bank, and is now on the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Bank of Dade County. He was also on 
the Board of Directors of Dade County Research Foun- 
dation, the Bureau of Jewish Education, the Greater 
Miami Jewish Community Center, the Jewish Voca- 
tional Service (Chairman), and Temple Judea, and is 
now a trustee of the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital. He 
is a member of the Executive Committee of the Greater 
Miami Jewish Federation and the American Jewish 
Committee, Miami Chapter (past president, 1960), as 
well as the National Executive Committee; a member of 
the Joint Advisory Committee on Religion and Public 
Schools; a member of the Citizens Board of the Univer- 
sity of Miami; a former member of the Board of Jewish 
Family Service, and a former member of the Presi- 
dent’s National Committee for Employment of the 
Handicapped for the State of Florida. 

As this goes to press, Mr. Rood and a group of in- 
vestors are at work designing a complete city in 
Broward County to be known as Lyons City, which 
will eventually house 75 to 80 thousand people. It will 
be a completely coordinated urban municipality with 
all necessary modern facilities. It is estimated that the 
construction cost will approximate $50,000,000. Work 
is expected to start early in 1962. 

In addition to the foregoing, Mr. Rood has many 
Mexican investments. His hobby is the study of the 
Meso-American Indian. 

Nathan B. Rood was married in Orange County, New 
York, on May 29, 1937, to Roddy Crossman, who was 
born in New York City on May 14, 1912. They have 
two daughters: 

1. Judith Anne, born in Peekskill, New York, Feb- 
ruary 14, 1940, now a senior and an honor student at 
Radclifie College, Cambridge, Massachusetts. She has 
recently become engaged to Sydney S. Traum, a lawyer 
and accountant of New York City. 

2. Carol Joyce (“Ginger”), born April 3, 1942, now 
a sophomore at Wheaton College. 
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DHE EAST COASTS OF (FLORIDA 


WOODWARD M. HAMPTON 


The city manager of North Miami, Woodward M. 
Hampton, is a specialist in the field of Government, 
having made the subject his major in college. He taught 
Government in the public schools of Dade County for 
two years. Mr. Hampton is also a lawyer and practiced 
this profession in Tennessee for four years before com- 
ing to Florida. 

Born at Erwin, Tennessee, July 12, 1920, he is a 
son of Matt and Grace (Carpenter) Hampton. His 
father, a boiler maker by trade, is a retired employee 
of the Clinchfield Railroad, living in Erwin, 

Woodward Hampton graduated from Unicoi High 
School, Erwin, Tennessee, in 1939. As a high school 
student he was active in football, baseball and boxing. 
His education was continued at East Tennessee Univer- 
sity, Johnson City, Tennessee, where he majored in 
Government and in 1947 received a B.S. degree. Mean- 
while he had served in the United States Navy Air 
Force in World War II. Entering in 1941, he served 
as a fighter pilot in the Pacific theater and did not 
leave the service until 1947, when he was retired with 
the rank of Lieutenant Commander. 

At Vanderbilt University Law School in Nashville, 
Tennessee, the retired Air Force officer received his 
LL.B. degree in 1951 and was admitted to the Tennes- 
see bar, He practiced law in Johnson City, Tennessee, 
until 1955, the year he came to Miami and became a 
teacher of Government in Dade County’s public school 
system. 

In 1957 he began to put his theory into practice when 
he became Planning Director of the City of Miami. 
In 1959 he was made Assistant Manager of the City 
of Miami, and in 1960, City Manager of the City of 
North Miami. In this capacity he is associated with all 
civic affairs of the city. : 

Commander Hampton received from the United 
States Recruiting Service a citation for outstanding 
service in the year 1960. He is a member of the Amer- 
ican. Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Disabled 
American Veterans (he has the Purple Heart), and an 
organization known as the “Sons of Ditches”—for hav- 
ing ditched his plane in the Pacific and lived through 
it. 

He is a member of the International City Managers 
Association, the North Miami Rotary Club, the Bap- 
tist Church, Allapatah Lodge, F. & A.M., all Scottish 
Rite bodies including the 32nd degree, Miami Con- 
sistory, Mahi Shrine Temple, and is an aide to the 
Potentate of Mahi Temple, Miami. Tennis, fishing and 
swimming are his favorite recreations. 

At Erwin, Tennessee, on November 19, 1946, Wood- 
ward M, Hampton married Joyce Phillips, daughter 
of Edward and Julie (Hensley) Phillips of Erwin and 
a graduate of Unicoi High School. The Hamptons have 
three children: 

1. Victoria, born in Erwin, Tennessee, March 5, 1949. 

2. Woodward, II, born in Nashville, Tennessee, July 
29, 1951. 

3. Deborah, born in Erwin, Tennessee, September 23, 
1952. 

All three children are attending elementary school 
in North Miami. 


LEO ROBINSON 


In 1904 Barnett and Sarah Robinson left Lithuania and 
brought their six-year-old son, Leo, to New York City. 
Leo Robinson was studious and graduated from New 
York University with the degree of Bachelor of Com- 
mercial Science. He then studied law and obtained his 
LL.B. degree at the Law School of his Alma Mater. 
Later he received the LL.M. degree from St. Lawrence 
University. 

Having specialized in banking, Leo began his career 
at Miami in 1933 when called in to help reorvanize the 
Miami Beach Bank and Trust Company, which was 
under liquidation. The joint efforts of Philip Liberman, 
Harry I. Lipton and Leo Robinson enabled the re- 
organized bank to attain stability and to pay off every- 
one who had money on deposit when the bank closed. 
In 1935 the reorganized bank became the Mercantile 
National Bank of Miami Beach and grew into one of 
Florida’s important financial institutions. 

Mr. Robinson was also one of the organizers of the 
Dade Federal Savings and Loan Association and has 
served on its board since 1934. He has held the position 
of Chairman of the Board and subsequently as Vice- 
President of the Association ever since its organization. 
The Dade Federal is one of the largest savings and loan 
associations in the United States today. 

In 1936 Robinson resigned from the Mercantile Na- 
tional Bank of Miami Beach and assisted Harry I. Lip- 
ton in obtaining a charter and organizing the American 
Bank and Trust Company. This institution became a 
successful commercial bank and in 1940 Wiley Rey- 
nolds of West Palm Beach purchased all the stock and 
merged it with the First National Bank of Miami, which 
he subsequently acquired. 


With an associate, Leo Robinson bought, in 1949, the 
controlling interest of the Central Bank and Trust 
Company. When his associate decided to retire on ac- 
count of bad health, Robinson also liquidated his hold- 
ings and became vice-president of the Bank of Dania. 
Several years later he resigned to devote himself to his 
numerous investments and business interests. 

Banking consumed only a portion of Leo Robinson’s 
energies. He devoted much time to philanthropy, to 
religious, cultural and eleemosynary institutions. He is 
a trustee of the Opera Guild of Miami; is active in the 
affairs of Temple Emanuel on Miami Beach; a founding 
member of the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in 
New York, and is also on the board of trustees of St. 
Francis Hospital on Miami Beach. Governor Farris 
Bryant appointed him Civic Commissioner of Juries for 
Dade County. A member of B’nai B’rith, he is also a 
Mason, a member of the 32nd degree consistory and of 
Mahi Temple in Miami. 

Leo Robinson has the distinction of being chairman 
of the board in a national organization of musicians 
without being a musician, himself. In 1939 Miss Bertha 
Foster organized the Musicians Club of America to pro- 
vide shelter and accommodations for musicians unable 
to pay the high tourist rates in hotels. Miss Foster 
looked after the retired musicians to the best of her 
ability. A member of the pioneer Warwick family do- 
nated 35 acres which had slight value during the de- 
pression. In 1949 Miss Foster called on Leo Robinson to 
help her. The only tangible assets of the club, the 35 
acres, were increasing in value. When a hotel became 
available in Coral Gables, Robinson approved sale of 
15 acres for $90,000 and bought the building for $100,000, 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


paying $25,000 in cash and the balance in small install- 
ments. Today the hotel is free and clear of all debt and 
harbors about 100 musicians who pay only such sums as 
they can afford. Some of the guests were famous artists 
in their heyday. The flourishing Musicians Club of 
America has 7,000 members from various parts of the 
country and is in a sound financial condition. 

The business acumen and real estate knowledge of 
Leo Robinson benefited the National Children’s Cardiac 
Home, organized in Miami during the 1930’s. When of- 
fered ten acres on West Flagler Street and 42nd Avenue 
for $10,000, Robinson saw the chance of ultimately 
making the small Children’s Home into a large hospital. 
But during and after the depression few people in 
Greater Miami could donate money. Robinson obtained 
$1,000 from Charles Lerner, father of the family which 
founded the chain of Lerner Stores throughout the land. 
With the down payment of $1,000 he obtained easy terms 
for the balance. In 1961 the Florida Power and Light 
Company purchased the ten acres for $325,000 and the 
trustees of the Children’s Home are planning a $1,500,- 
000 institution with the help of Dade County, which 
donated its five acres in the hospital area near the 
Jackson Memorial Hospital. Leo Robinson is president 
of the National Children’s Cardiac Home, a non-sec- 
tarian charity hospital for the underprivileged of all 
races and creeds in North and South America. 

Mr. Robinson holds positions in such varied organiza- 
tions as the Miami Chapter of the American Jewish 
Committee, the Grand Street Boys in New York, the 
President’s Council of the Yeshiva University in New 
York, and is a member of the Westview Country Club in 
Miami and the New York University Club. 

He is married to the former Elsie Ginsberg of New 
York City. The Robinsons reside in Miami during the 
winter and in Greenwich, Connecticut, in the summer. 
Their son, Steven Robinson, is a student at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 


PAUL H. MARKS 


Prominent lawyer, banker and civic leader of Miami, 
Paul H. Marks has an outstanding record in the field 
of public service. 

He was born in Key West, Florida, February 8, 1908, 


_ son of Herman Marks (now of Miami, formerly supplier 


of food to the Navy in Key West) and Pauline (Rosen- 
thal) Marks. 

After his preliminary education, Paul Marks attended 
the University of Florida, from which he was graduated 


in June, 1930, with a Bachelor of Laws degree. Admitted 


_ to the Florida bar that year, he established his practice 


Bye 


in Miami. 

From 1933 to 1938 he was attorney for M. A. Smith, 
State bank liquidator, and handled the legal affairs of 
twelve banks in liquidation. He has been counsel for 
Gulf Life Insurance Company since 1934, covering Dade, 
Broward and Monroe Counties. From 1934 to 1936 he 
was counsel for Home Owners Loan Corporation, and 
from 1936 to 1939 was counsel for the Overseas Bridge 
Commission during its construction and opening. 


Entering the United States Navy in 1942 as a Lieu-. 


tenant (j.g.), Paul Marks served ashore and afloat, 
mainly in the European theater, and received a citation 
for invasion and convoy operations in 1944. On leaving 
the service in 1946 he was a Lieutenant Commander. 
Playing an active role in politics, Mr. Marks was a 


Lieutenant Colonel on the staffs of Governors Cone, 
Holland and Warren. He was a member of the Steering 
Committee for Senators Holland, Pepper and several 
former governors of Florida, and was an active worker 
in the successful campaign of George Smathers for the 
United States Senate. In 1956 Governor Collins ap- 
pointed him to the Citizens Committee on Highway 
Safety and in 1957 to the Advisory Committee on Traf- 
fic Safety. On both committees he won the “Service 
Under the Sun” award. This year (1961) Governor 
Bryant appointed him to serve on a state-wide Com- 
mittee on Community Growth. 


Mr. Marks is a director and member of the Executive 
Committee of the Miami-Dade County Chamber of 
Commerce and is serving his second term as President 
of its Downtown Business Council. In the latter capacity, 
Mr. Marks has taken the lead in the rehabilitation of 
downtown Miami in a program known as “The Magic 
CityiPlan’? 


He was Chairman of the Citizens Committee appointed 
by the Mayor of Miami in 1950-51, and since 1960, has 
been a member of the Economic Advisory Board of the 
City of Miami. From 1950 to 1954, he was a director of 
the Dade County Bar Association and Chairman of its 
Finance Committee and Crime Committee. In 1961, he 
was appointed to the Board of Crime Commission of 
Greater Miami. 


Mr. Marks was one of the original sixteen founding 
members of the Orange Bowl Committee in 1935, and 
still serves on that committee. He received the City of 
Miami Orange Bowl Committee award in 1940. 


He was president of the University of Florida Alumni 
of Greater Miami in 1936-37, and again in 1952-53. In 
the latter year he was honored by a citation from this 
group. A member of Pi Lambda Phi Alumni of Greater 
Miami, he served this fraternity as president from 1936 
to 1948; was chairman of its National Convention in 1960, 
and was the recipient of the “Big Pi” award given by 
the National Council of Pi Lambda Phi for Outstanding 
Civic Achievement during the year 1958. He was also 
nominated for Miami’s Outstanding Citizen Award for 
1960. 


Mr. Marks was founding president of Flagler Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Miami when it opened 
its doors in 1955, and still holds that position. This As- 
sociation is just completing its new six-story home office 
building at 101 N.E. First Avenue, Miami. Mr. Marks 
was chairman of the National Savings and Loan League 
Convention held in Miami Beach in 1959; and in 1960, 
was elected Governor of the League for the State of 
Florida. In 1961, he was elected to the Board of Directors 
of the Florida East Coast Railroad. 

He is chairman of the Southeast Florida Multiple 
Sclerosis Association for 1961, and a director of the 
Heart Association of Greater Miami; a member of Elks 
Lodge #948, of Westview and Miami Shores Country 
Clubs, and worships at Temple Israel, Miami. 

At Asheville, North Carolina, on August 7, 1949, Paul 
H. Marks married Martha Gilchrist Frame, daughter of 
George A. and Mary Ellen (Nelson) Frame of Winnipeg 
and Toronto, Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Marks have three 
children: Patricia, age eleven; Paul, nine; and Stephen, 
six. They reside at 671 N.E. 105th Street, Miami Shores. 

Paul Marks is written up in Dr. Dovell’s “Florida— 
Historic, Dramatic, Contemporary,” and in “Who’s Who 
in the South and Southwest” since 1950. 
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WILLIAM J. SYMS, JR. 


The Hollywood Kennel Club, “The Aristocrat of 
Dog Tracks,” was founded in 1933 by the late William 
J. Syms, a native of Elizabeth, New Jersey, and owner 
of the Peter Breidt Brewery, who came to Hollywood, 
Florida, to settle there in 1933. He was president of 
the Kennel Club until his death on April 4, 1957, 
and was succeeded by his son, William J. (Bill) 
Syms, Jr. Bill’s mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Ford Syms, 
maintains her home in Hollywood. 

Born in Elizabeth, New Jersey, May 29, 1927, Bil! 
Syms graduated from Pingry High School in that city 
with the class of 1945. Enlisting in the United States 
Navy in March 1945, he served as a seaman until July 
1946. After his return from the Navy he was associate | 
with his father in the executive duties of the Holly- 
wood Kennel Club. 

Mr. Syms is treasurer of the American Greyhound 
Track Operators Association and a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Greyhound Racing Record. 
He is a member of the Chambers of Commerce of 
Hollywood, Hollywood Beach, Hallandale, Fort Laud- 
erdale, and the Florida State Chamber. He was one of 
five outstanding and civic-minded citizens whose 
sponsoring made possible the Hallandale Bridge, now 
completed. He is also a director of the United Fund 
and the Cancer Society; a member of B.P.O.E, Lodge 
No. 1732 of Hollywood; and a member of the Little 
Flower Catholic Church of Hollywood. Golf and fishing 
are his choices for recreation. 

William J. Syms, Jr. was married in Hollywood on 
February 7, 1948, to Patricia Desch, daughter of the 
late Joseph and Esther (Cosgrove) Desch, and a 
graduate of the Benedictine Academy at Elizabeth, 
New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. Syms are the parents of 
four children, all born in Hollywood: I, William J. 
Syms, III, born June 12, 1950. 2. Joseph Christie, born 
May 5, 1952. 3. Kevin Michael, born December 6, 1956. 
4. Patricia Lynn, born July 8, 1958. William J. III and 
Joseph are students at Pinecrest School, Fort Lauder- 
dale. 


DR. JOSEPH R. NAROT 


Senior Rabbi of Temple Israel of Greater Miami, 
Dr. Joseph R. Narot was born on April 24, 1913, in the 
Lithuanian town of Schwietzyan in the province of 
Vilna. His family emigrated to the United States in 
1920, settling in Warren, Ohio. 

There Dr. Narot received his public school education 
and his early studies in Judaism which ultimately led 
him to the rabbinate. He was the valedictorian of the 
senior high school graduating class in Warren and went 
on to his college training at Western Reserve Univer- 


_ sity in Cleveland, Ohio. When he graduated from that 


school in 1936, he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, the 
national honorary scholastic society, and to Delta Sig- 
ma Rho, the national honorary forensic society. He was 
also a regular columnist and associate editor of the 
Reserve student newspaper, even as he taught in a 
Cleveland Hebrew School and furthered his private 
Studies in Rabbinics. 


In the fall of that year, Dr. Narot entered the He- 


_ brew Union College in Cincinnati, Ohio. By virtue of 


8 


his familiarity with Judaism, he was able to complete 
his preparation for the rabbinate in the minimum of 


four years. In his senior year, 1940, he was awarded 
first prize for his knowledge of the Hebrew Bible. 

The Reform Congregation Temple Beth Israel of 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, invited him to serve as 
Assistant Rabbi in September of 1941 and ten months 
later named him Senior Rabbi. In Atlantic City Dr. 
Narot began to distinguish himself as a preacher, 
writer, and civic worker. For three consecutive years 
he was asked to serve as Chairman of the United Jew- 
ish Appeal and was sent by the community to Europe 
and Israel for that purpose. He was founder and first 
president of the Atlantic City Forum, an organization 
of more than sixty civic groups banded together to 
enhance the cultural life of the resort. The Atlantic 
County Military Order of World Wars gave him its 
annual award for his services to the area. 

In the midst of his active Rabbinic and community 
career, Dr. Narot found the time to become one of the 
youngest rabbis to receive an earned doctorate while 
busily engaged in his work. In 1946, six years after his 
ordination, he was presented with the degree of Doctor 
of Hebrew Letters for his advanced studies in Rabbinic 
Theology and for his doctoral thesis on the “Tannaitic 
Concept of Prayer.” 

Temple Israel of Greater Miami called him to assume 
the position of Senior Rabbi in August, 1951. In Miami 
Dr. Narot has continued his interest in all worthy com- 
munity causes. He has served on the Boards of the 
Miami Rotary Club, the American Jewish Committee, 
the Greater Miami Jewish Federation, Family Service 
Bureau, the Mental Health Society, and the Welfare 
Flanning Council of Dade County. In 1961 he was 
elected President of the Welfare Planning Council. 

He has been a member of the Board of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis and has also served on 
its Liturgy Committee. He has read papers before that 
national rabbinic body on techniques in preaching and 
on the relationship of Judaism to Existentialist phi- 
losophy. 

Dr. Narot has written extensively on Judaism, re- 
ligion, and related themes. For a number of years he 
was a Contributing Editor of the Reconstructionist 
magazine which carried many of his articles. The an- 
nual publication of his sermons and of his weekly “Let- 
ters To My Congregation” are read by both rabbis and 
laymen throughout the land. In 1961 these Letters. con- 
stituted “An Introduction To A Faith’—a complete 
statement of his beliefs on a great variety of important 
themes, Much of what Dr. Narot writes and preaches 
reflects the insights of psychiatry and psychoanalysis, 
in both of which he has made intensive personal study 
over the years. 

Recognizing his ability as a preacher, his alma mater 
—the Hebrew Union College—invited the Rabbi to 
serve as Visiting Lecturer in Homiletics for the rab- 
binical student body in the winter of 1960. A year later 
he was one of several alumni who had been invited 
to contribute chapters to a memorial volume on preach- 
ing. 

In November of 1960 more than a thousand men and 
women of Temple Israel, the Jewish community of 
Miami, and of all faiths, honored the Rabbi on the oc- 
casion of his completing twenty years in the rabbinate 
and ten in the Miami area. 

Dr. Narot has two children. His son, David, entered 
Yale University in September, 1961. His daughter, Ruth, 
was fourteen at that time. On October first of the same 
year he married Mrs. Helene Rubin Berg. They reside 
at 1220 Placetas Avenue in Coral Gables, Florida. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


MOTHER MARY GERALD BARRY, O.P. 


The Prioress General of the Sisters of St, Dominic 
of Adrian, Michigan, Reverend Mother Mary Gerald 
Barry, O.P., is one of the three founders of Barry 
College, Miami; the other two being her brothers, the 
late Bishop Patrick Barry of St. Augustine and Mon- 
signor William Barry, founder of St. Patrick’s Church, 
Miami Beach. Now past the milestone of four score 
years, Mother Mary Gerald has been likened to the 
valiant woman of the Bible whose children rise up 
to call her blessed. 

The Barrys of County Clare, Ireland, are a remark- 
able family, both from the point of view of numbers 
and of accomplishments. The parents, Michael and 
Catherine (Dixon) Barry, descended from ancient fam- 
ilies of Ireland, The father was a physician. Of their 
eighteen children thirteen were raised to maturity, 
ten boys and three girls, and of these eleven came to 
America. The family produced three priests (including 
a bishop), a nun, two lawyers, three engineers, a jour- 
nalist, a farmer and two housewives. The two who re- 
mained in Ireland were Michael, the farmer, and 
Father Joseph Barry of County Clare, one of the three 
living members of the family, the other two being 
Mother Mary Gerald and Monsignor William Barry 
of Miami Beach, The engineers were John and Richard 
Barry of California and Laurence Barry of Jackson- 
ville, Florida, who was also a banker. The lawyers 
were James Barry of Tucson, Arizona, and Frank 
Barry of California. The journalist was Gerald Barry 
of Chicago, whose son, Gerald A. of Barry and Kay, 
Chicago, is the architect of Barry College. Mother 
Gerald’s two sisters were Mrs. Mary Cullen and Mrs. 
Susan Halloran, both of Chicago. 

As Catherine Barry Mother Mary Gerald was born 
in Lauragh, Inagh, County Clare, Ireland, on March 
11, 1881, the thirteenth child of her parents. Her ele- 
mentary and high school education was obtained at 
St. Mary National School in Inagh, Ireland. In 1900, 
like her older brothers and sisters who had preceded 
her, she came to the United States and for several 
years lived in Chicago with her brother Gerald. Her 
education was continued at Metropolitan Business Col- 
lege, Chicago; Northwestern University, Evanston, II- 
linois; Detroit Teachers College, Detroit, Michigan; 
and Siena Heishts College, Adrian, Michigan, then 
known as St, Joseph College, where in 1924 (after she 
had entered the Dominican Order) she received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree. 

Catherine had planned to enter the community of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph, who were the diocesan Sisters 
of St. Augustine, where her brother, then Father Pat- 
rick Barry, was a pastor. On visiting her brother in 
Arizona, she learned that the Dominican Sisters from 
Adrian Michigan, had opened a convent in Tucson. and 
registered for music lessons with them. Upon returning 
from a lesson one evening she wrote her application 
for admission to the novitiate of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, addressing the letter to “Mother General, St. 
Joseph Academy,” and then, without thinking, com- 
pleted the address. “Adrian, Michigan.” Accepting the 
seeming error as the guiding hand of Providence, she 
mailed the letter, refusing to be persuaded by the argu- 
ments of her brother. 

Admitted to the Dominican novitiate at Adrian by 
Mother Camilla Madden, Catherine Barry took the 
name of Sister Mary Gerald on receiving the habit. 
From the first she showed qualities of leadership and 


was soon given positions of responsibility and even- 
tually made Mistress of Novices, which office she held 
for twelve years. Her ability in this work won for her 
an enviable place in the hearts of all the young Sisters 
she guided, Older Sisters, too, brought their cares and 
problems to her, who seemed to know the right an- 
swers instinctively. J ‘ 

While she was Mistress of Novices her brother, 
Father Patrick, was made Bishop of St. Augustine, on 
May 3, 1922. During the next eleven years Sister Mary 
Gerald was often deputed as the delegate of Mother 
Camilla to make the annual visitation of the Domini- 
can houses in Florida. The first of these was St. Ann’s 
Academy and parochial school in West Palm Beach. 
In 1933 Sister Mary Gerald was elected Mother Gen- 
eral of the Adrian Community. When she visited Flor- 
ida thereafter in her official capacity she was no 
stranger to the needs of the state. 

Mother Gerald also had first-hand knowledge of the 
educational needs of her Community. The requisites 
for certification, differing from state to state, were 
well known to her. Not satisfied with meeting the 
minimum requirements of the various State Depart- 
ments of Education, she arranged for a consistent and 
progressive course of study for all of her Sisters. 
Realizing the value of a diversified education and the 
limitations of “in-breeding,’ she sent Sisters to many 
of the principal colleges and universities of the United 
States and to some in foreign countries, While Barry 
College was still in the dream stage, Sisters of St. 
Dominic from the Adrian, Michigan, motherhouse were 
studying at universities at home and abroad in prep- 
aration for positions on the charter staff of the college. 

Both Bishop Patrick Barry and Mother Mary Gerald 
saw the need for an institution of Catholic higher edu- 
cation in Florida, Enlisting the help of their brother, 
Monsignor William Barry, they asked him to select a 
suitable site. He in turn enlisted the help of a young 
lawyer friend, John Thompson, Mayor of Miami 
Shores, who suggested an eighty-acre site in that sec- 
tion of Miami. Today Mr. Thompson ranks with the 
founders of Barry College and serves as its legal ad- 
visor and consultant. Ground was broken in January 
1940 and on June 20, 1940, Bishop Barry laid the 
cornerstone and blessed the first five buildings of the 
College. This was his last public appearance. He died 
August 13, 1940, within a month of the ovening of the 
College which was named for him, (See Volume II for 
the complete history and description of Barry College). 

Mother Mary Gerald holds three honorarv degrees: 
Doctor of Philosophy, conferred by the University of 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in April, 1949; 
Doctor of Laws, conferred by the University of Notre 
Dame, Indiana, August 8, 1952; and Doctor of Laws 
from Loyola University, Chicago, conferred on Feb- 
ruary 1, 1961, The citation read on the last named 
occasion by the Dean of the Graduate School of Loyola 
University reads in part: 

“Very Reverend President: may I present for a 
merited honor a distinguished and valiant woman. Re- 
ligious Superior, Educator. Builder, Administrator, 
and above all Beloved Leader, she has been for many 
years the Mother General of the Adrian Dominican 
Sisters numbering some twenty-three hundred mem- 
bers in thirty-seven dioceses. Under her charve and 
influenced by her benevolent genius are over two 
hundred houses (including colleges, elementary and 
high schools, hospitals and homes for the ages) scat- 
tered from California to New York and to the Carib- 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


bean. With singular vision and with prudent wisdom 
and with missionary zeal she has established new 
foundations and immeasurably improved the old. In 
recognition of her contributions to the cultural and 
educational progress of the Dominican Republic the 
University of Santo Domingo conferred upon her the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy, the only woman ever 
to be so honored.” (There follows a lengthy quotation 
from the Book of Proverbs). 


“In keeping with these sacred words, Very Rev- 
erend President, and in acknowledgement of her many 
and varied achievements and selfless devotion, I ask 
that you, in the name of the Trustees of Loyola Uni- 
versity, confer the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris 
causa, upon Reverend Mother Mary Gerald of the 
Order of Preachers.” 


Oa the same occasion the following testimonial was 
given to their Mother General by the Sisters of the 
Adrian Community: 


“Inasmuch as the Adrian Dominican Sisters for these 
many years have received the unmatched benefits of 
Mother Mary Gerald’s dedicated service and leader- 
ship as Prioress General of their Community, and this 
Community has been endowed by her extraordinary 
spiritual and natural gifts which have been used mag- 
nanimously; and 


“Whereas with deep appreciation of the strong be- 
ginnings of this young Community under the leader- 
ship of her saintly predecessors, she inspired the Sis- 
ters to build with confidence on these foundations, and 
to develop unity of purpose, spiritual strength and 
adherence to. Dominican ideals; and by procuring 
papal approval for the Community made it secure for 
the future; and 

“Whereas with burning charity and penetrating vision 
of a World Apostolate for the Community, she sent 
her Sisters to sow the seed of Christ’s word in the 
barren fields of His vineyard from coast to coast and 
to foreign lands beyond the seas; and 


“Whereas she provided exceptional educational and 
cultural advantages for her Sisters in our own Com- 
munity Colleges and by their attendance at great 
universities here and abroad; and 

“Whereas through her wise and vigorous adminis- 
tration the work of the Church has been enriched by 
the founding of a House of Studies, three colleges, 
five high schools for girls; and by the staffing of one 
hundred fifty parochial schools, three hospitals, a 
home for the aged and a residence for business 
women; and 

“Whereas her constant efforts to encourage and re- 
cruit vocations have resulted in hundreds entering the 
Community so that the membership has trebled itself; 
and 

“Whereas this Community has been distinguished 
by the singular honor shown her by His Holiness, 
the late Pope Pius XII, and by the high tributes paid 
her by the University of Notre Dame, the University 
of Santo Domingo and Loyola University of Chicago; 
and 

“Whereas the Sisters of this Community appreciate the 
outstanding character of their beloved Prioress General 
and rejoice in the universal respect and reverence 
manifested for her; 

“Therefore we hereby offer this Testimonial.” 


Note: Mother Mary Gerald passed away on November 
20, 1961. 


SISTER MARY ALICE COLLINS, O.P. 


The Executive Vice President of Barry College, 
Miami, Sister Mary Alice Collins, O.P., is the author 
of the history of that college which appears in Volume 
II of this History. Upon reading this account one is 
not surprised to learn that its author was awarded first 
prize for a collection of essays in the Avery Hopwood 
Essay Contest at the University of Michigan in 1944. 

Daughter .of Patrick L. and Ellen (Finn) Collins, 
Sister Mary Alice was born in Bloomington, Illinois, 
and received her early education in the parochial 
schools of that city. She attended high school at St. 
Joseph Academy, Adrian, Michigan, and entered the 
Order of the Sisters of St. Dominic of Adrian in 1917. 
Continuing her education, she received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of Detroit and a 
Master of Arts from the University of Michigan, fol- 
lowing which she took further graduate study at Ford- 
ham University, New York, DePaul University, Chi- 
cago, and National University, Dublin, Ireland. 

She served as Principal of St. Paul School, Grosse 
Pointe, Michigan; Principal of St. Ambrose School, 
Detroit; and Principal of the Dominican High School 
for Girls, Detroit. In 1951 she was assigned to Barry 
College as Associate Dean and subsequently served as 
Registrar, Dean, and in 1958 was appointed Executive 
Vice President of the College. 

She is a member of the National Council of Teachers 
of English; Barry College representative on the Flor- 
ida Teacher Education Advisory Council; a member 
of the Commission on Christian Higher Education of 
the Association of American Colleges; a member of the 
Problems and Plans Committee of the National Cath- 
olic Education Association, in which she also holds 
membership. In May 1961, Monsignor F. G. Hochwalt, 
Executive Secretary of NCEA, asked Sister Mary Alice 
to serve as a delegate of that Association to the Amer- 
ican Council on Education. 

Sister Mary Alice is an example of the high caliber 
of teachers and administrators which characterizes the 
Dominican Order of Sisters. 


WILLIAM FRANCIS WHITMAN 


One of the pioneer builders and developers of Miami 
Beach was William F. Whitman, who was first of all 
a printer, founder and president of the Excelsior Print- 
ing Company, which became the largest printing plant 
in Chicago, Devoted to this work, he was a recognized 
authority in the trade and its arts, and his services 
were sought by the governments of the United States 
and Canada, He invented many improvements in print- 
ing which, for the benefit of the trade, were not pat- 
ented. As a hobby, he became interested in landscape 
gardening and architecture and, though self-taught, 
accomplished some admirable achievements in these 
lines of endeavor. In the 1920’s he was, one of the 
largest property owners in Miami Beach, 

Son of William Green Whitman, William Francis 
Whitman was born in South Bend, Indiana, July 10, 
1859. He received his early education in South Bend 
and attended the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. 
After his freshman year he entered the printing busi- 
ness, in which he spent the remainder of his life. 
About 1890 he established the Excelsior Printing Com- 
pany in Chicago and some time later established a 
large plant in New York City, known as the Federal 
Printing Company. This was sold about 1909. In Chi- 
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ZHE- LAST COAST. (OP. SLORIDA 


cago he also owned a separate business in lithograph- 
ing, under the name of Hilton Lithographing Com- 
pany. 

He was one of the men who participated in the in- 
troduction of the cost system in business, which was 
devised in Chicago in 1907, and from there extended 
all over the country and into other countries and in 
every line of business. 

Up to the age of thirty Mr, Whitman lived in cities 
and knew little about flowers and trees, After moving 
to Glencoe, a suburb of Chicago, he became interested 
in gardening and landscaping. Always methodical, he 
started a card-index system, recording his horticul- 
tural experiences and gathering data which he later 
classified. His neighbors, seeing the successful results 
of his efforts, sought his advice for layouts for their 
gardens and landscapes. 

Mr, Whitman first came to Miami on a visit in 1900. 
When he saw that the ocean was inaccessible, he stayed 
only overnight, returning to Palm Beach. In 1916 he 
was planning to establish a winter home in California 
when a friend urged him to see Florida again before 
taking this step. He did, and when he saw the changes 
that had taken place, including a bridge (the old 
Collins wooden bridge) connecting the mainland with 
the beach, it didn’t take him an hour to make up his 
mind. 

In 1918 he purchased a large tract of land on Miami 
Beach—the Carney tract, which had been owned by 
Richard Carney, son-in-law of Charles M. Lum, Jr., 
whose father was one of the three earliest pioneers of 
that area. Charles M, Lum is believed to have been 
the first white man to live on Miami Beach. Mr. Whit- 
man paid $45,000 for the Carney tract and a few years 
later sold a portion of it for $100,000. 

For his winter home, built in 1920, he chose a spot 
on the north beach where there were .a number of 
towering coconut palms, and in planning his home he 
took into consideration the winds and weather of the 
ocean front. He drew his own plans and set methodi- 
cally to work. The result was a home that was dis- 
tinctive and beautiful as well as comfortable. The 
house and other buildings were so placed as to protect 
the gardens. His house abounded in porches, for next 
to ocean and trees and flowers he doted on porches. 
There were screened and unscreened porches, all ac- 
cessible by doorways, all built so that the north wind 
would not strike them. The completed home with its 
beautiful lawns, tropical trees, plants and flowers radi- 
ated a kindly hospitality and attracted countless visi- 
tors, who were excited to ecstacies of admiration. An 
especially romantic feature was an outdoor ballroom, 
where one could dance in the moonlight, with a ter- 
race leading down to the ocean. 

Mr, Whitman was a benefactor of his community in 
more than one way. He gave to the city property be- 
tween Meridian and Collins Avenue for the opening 
up of five new streets. In 1922, on a tract of land one 
block wide and extending seven blocks inland from 
the ocean, he built Espanola Villas, a colony of Span- 
ish-type houses to sell for moderate prices. He also 
built the Indian Creek Apartments and in 1935 the 
Whitman Hotel, one of the most beautiful structures 
in the Miami area. He was president of the Commu- 
nity Council Theater Company, which opened the 
Community Council Theater in Miami Beach in the 

twenties. He was a member of the Surf Club, the Com- 
mittee of One Hundred, the Skokie Country Club at 
Glencoe, Illinois, and the Chicago Athletic Association. 


In 1912 Mr. Whitman married Leona Ericsson, a 
native of Chicago, Illinois, and they were the parents 
of three sons: 

1, William Francis Whitman, Jr., a horticulturist. He 
married Dorothea Carroll and they have two children: 
Pamela Ericsson Whitman and Christopher Carroll 
Whitman. s 

2. Stanley Finch Whitman, a real estate operator in 
Miami Beach. He married Dorothy Stivers and they 
are the parents of Randall (Randy) and Gwenn Whit- 
man, 

3. Dudley A. Whitman, a boat builder, Chris Craft 
agent, and plastics manufacturer, who married Bar- 
bara Bonwit. They have three children: Dudley A., Jr., 
Renee E., and William Francis Whitman, III. 

William F,. Whitman, Sr, died at his Miami Beach 
home November 25, 1936, at the age of seventy-seven, 
In December, 1936, Mrs. Whitman gave a ninety-nine- 
year lease on the two ocean-front blocks between 
Thirty-first and Thirty-third Streets on Collins Ave- 
nue, Miami Beach, (which includes the site of the 
Whitman homestead) to Arlington C. Hall, president 
of the Blackstone Realty Company, for the erection of 
the two-million dollar Halsworth Hotel and cabana 
colony. Mrs. Whitman’s present home is at Bal Harbour. 


TOM JOYCE 


The late president of the Seven-Up Bottling Com- 
pany of Indianapolis, who made his winter home at 
Bal Harbour, Florida, for the last two decades of his 
life, started his soft drink bottling business in 1934 
on a $300 investment and built it into one of the lead- 
ing distributorships in the nation. Mr. Joyce was also 
a successful business man and civic leader in Florida. 

Born in Shawnee, Ohio, November 27, 1892, he was 
a son of John J, and Anna (Joyce) Joyce. His grand- 
parents emigrated from Ireland in 1848 and settled 
in Virginia. After the Civil War the family moved to 
southern Ohio and around the turn of the century to 
Columbus, Ohio, 

Tom attended parochial school and North High 
School in Columbus and Aquinas College. In high 
school he captained the football team and in 1910 was 
selected All-Ohio Quarterback. 

He first worked for several food companies in Co- 
lumbus and was associated with his brother William 
in the operation of the Washington Brewery in that 
city. When World War I broke out he enlisted in the 
United States Army and was advanced to the rank of 
sergeant before his honorable discharge from the army. 
After the war he returned to the brewery in Colum- 
bus. In the twenties he and several of his brothers 
spent a few years in Florida in various real estate 
activities. 

His brother William became the first bottler of 
Seven-Up in the early thirties and Tom became his 
sales manager, developing the business of Joyce Prod- 
ucts Company throughout southern Ohio. In 1934 Tom 
was given a franchise to open up the state of Indiana 
for Seven-Up. Starting in Indianapolis with a small 
plant and a few hundred dollars, he put his organizing 
genius to work and within two years had succeeded 
in getting distribution of Seven-Up throughout the 
entire state. In a few years he established plants in 
Gary, South Bend, Evansville, French Lick, Fort 
Wayne and Terre Haute, later adding Richmond and 
Mishawaka, and established branch warehouses in fif- 
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HE EAST, COAST OF “FLORIDA 


teen other cities in Indiana and Kentucky, He added 
a line of fruit-flavored drinks under the name of “Tom 
Boy,” and was also president of French Lick Valley 
Corporation, a sparkling water bottler, 

Other business activities of Mr, Joyce in the state 
of Indiana were the distributorship for Columbia Rec- 
ord Company and a franchise as builder-dealer for the 
Lustron Corporation, manufacturers of prefabricated 
metal houses. He was a member of the Indiana Manu- 
facturers Association, the Indiana State Chamber of 
Commerce and the Indianapolis Chamber of Com- 
merce, of which he was a director, and a member of 
the American Legion in Indianapolis. His club mem- 
berships there included the Columbia Club, the In- 
dianapolis Athletic Club, the Highland Golf and 
Country Club, the Downtown Optimist Club and the 
Press Club, 

About 1940 Mr, Joyce began to make his winter 
home in Florida and became interested in several 
Florida enterprises. He was a director of the American 
National Bank in North Miami and the Peoples Na- 
tional Bank in Miami Shores, and in 1958 he organized 
the Columbia Federal Savings and Loan Association 
in Miami Shores, becoming its president. 

He had been active in Republican politics in In- 
diana and in Dade County, Florida, was chairman of 
the Republican Finance Committee. He was a trustee 
of St. Francis Hospital in Miami Beach and chairman 
of the University of Notre Dame Foundation of South 
Florida. An avid football fan, he was one of the lead- 
ing benefactors of the University of Notre Dame. His 
Florida clubs were the Committee of One Hundred, 
the La Gorce Country Club, the Bath Club, Surf Club, 
Bal Harbour Yacht Club and Coral Harbor Yacht 
Club. 

Mr, Joyce died suddenly at his home in Bal Harbour 
on December 17, 1960, A requiem Mass was said for 
him at St. Patrick’s Church in Miami Beach and a 
Memorial Mass by Father O’Donnell of Notre Dame 
University was said at St. Peter and Paul Cathedral 
in Indianapolis. Burial was in the family mausoleum in 
Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, following a me- 
morial tribute by Father James Higgins. At his funeral 
twenty motorcycle policemen braved sub-zero weather 
to lead the procession—a spontaneous demonstration 
of respect for a man who occupied a high place in his 
community. 


Mrs. Joyce, his widow, was Georgette Fisk, dauchter 
of George Mygatt Fisk, who was Professor of Com- 
merce at the University of Illinois, and Ida (Johnson) 
Fisk. Her mother’s family were founders of Gisholt 
Machine Company of Madison, Wisconsin, manufac- 
turers of turret lathes. Mrs. Joyce is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin and a member of the follow- 
ing clubs: Indianapolis Athletic. Highland Golf and 
Country, and Columbia Club of Indianapolis; the Surf 
and Bath Clubs of Miami Beach, the Bal Harbour 
Yacht and La Gorce Country Clubs. She is chairman 
of the Special Gifts Committee of the University of 


- Notre Dame Foundation of South Florida. Mrs. Joyce 


has succeeded her husband as head of his business 
enterprises, having recently been elected president of 


_ the Columbia Federal Savings and Loan Association 


and also of all the Seven-Up Bottling Companies of 
Indiana. 

A daughter, Joan Joyce, is Mrs. Riley A. Burrell of 
Indianapolis, and there are three grandchildren. Sur- 


_ viving Mr. Joyce also are three brothers—John M. of 


Joliet, Illinois, Frank of Los Angeles, and Charles V. 
of Bethesda, Maryland—and a sister, Mrs, Stanley 
Baker of Columbus, Ohio. 

Mr. Joyce is greatly missed by a host of friends, 
many of whom he entertained in his homes in Indian- 
apolis and Miami Beach and on his yacht, the “Seven- 
Up.” - 


CHARLES SILVERS 


The president of a large aluminum manufacturing 
corporation in the Miami area which does an annual 
business of approximately $12,000,000, Charles Silvers, 
who was too poor to put himself through law school 
thirty years ago, was able to retire to Florida pre- 
maturely in 1945, and since then has made a fortune 
in a new line of business. 

He was born in New York City April 21, 1911, son 
of Max Silverstein, a New Jersey farmer (deceased), 
who was born in Russia December 31, 1889; and Anna 
(Lakritz) Silverstein, born in Germany on August 24, 
1892, Charles graduated from Somerville High School, 
New Jersey, in 1929 and entered the University of 
Alabama to prepare himself for the legal profession, 
but had to give up this ambition for lack of funds, 
although he tried to work his way through college by 
waiting on table and repairing radios. 

In 1932 he entered the oil burner business in Somer- 
ville, New Jersey, selling, installing and servicing. 
The next year he attended Herkimer Institute and 
studied refrigeration engineering, working after hours 
for a refrigerator firm, installing butcher fixtures. 

In 1934, with a capital of $275, he went into business 
in Mount Vernon, New York, in partnership with 
R. W. Adams, who had even less capital. The company, 
which was called Adams Engineering Company, bought 
and repaired old refrigerators and solicited refriger- 
ator repair work. After six months Mr. Adams left 
the firm, but Mr. Silvers kept plugging away and 
built the company into one of the largest refrigerator 
repair-service organizations in the New York area. 

In 1942 Mr. Silvers joined the United States Coast 
Guard, and when he emerged from the service three 
years later he sold his business to three employees. 
Although only thirty-four years old, he thought he’d 
retire and settle in Florida. 

He built his own home in Miami Beach and pre- 
pared to enjoy his leisure, but restlessness and bore- 
dom overtook him, and within a few months he was 
back in business—this time the construction business. 
He erected twenty-five homes and six apartment 
houses in the Miami area and for the next three years 
taught architectural construction at the University of 
Miami. 

In 1949 Mr. Silvers revived the Adams Engineering 
Company to manufacture jalousie windows, renting 
5,000 square feet in the rear of a laundry and starting 
in with six employees. A year later the company moved 
to a suburb of Miami, rented 26,000 square feet, and 
jumped its payroll to 75 employees. The sales staff 
was expanded and the company began to ship to other 
parts of the United States, to South America, Cuba 
and Hawaii. In 1952 the plant was moved to its present 
location on Biscayne Boulevard, where it has two 
modern factories covering 340,000 square feet and 
employs approximately 500 people. 

Adams Engineering Company, Inc. manufactures all 
types of aluminum windows, sliding doors, shower 


|506| 


Fh ie 7 a i. '\ | AEP ee wan fd en 
, ? l BM): Ln hi a c i 
a) a : 


f 
» 




























































¥ tokwedd boa aolegnh bo = jarsllt ssilok “is oH apie aoe 
yoina® eM oele & bae-binkhyaett ibeotiall Yo 2 econ - a x 


zbrsitt Yo jeod a ed ihickiad ir Ne ai sao oN 

maint of eamnod eid'mt beskadsoins od ied lo yam 

-nevee” oft ddany sul no baw Asal imsilh bree a 908k 3 
= “q 


vray ie 2aee Tit oe ign Del > and Yo evn a 
yibuttomkesn muoniitte anal & lo -inshiensq od? -moD to rodiwdd eileugelbal 4 
lowes eo ee0b Aoliiy gers tami otf? al nottmrogtos ia vederom & hae -odsatth 6 enw ae 
ehi2 estiadl> 000.000.2813 ylutemixeiqqe to eeocigud -trunt dulo gH 2iloqaneitbal ni pred 
{uodse wel Mouord: Wearnid mag of Ye0q oot esw oddw. -l off dulD widimulol? ot bobolani 
~urt, abitelt 6} wiitien of olde axw oyn eeoy cri bis Mot) bheldgit ah dul 43 


nN sp 
sauisel «© oleun cal agdt sone bee ePOl ni viewwiant wilt bas dulD jetenitgO awoscworl oly al cue 
| 


awationd te ool woe a a 


1 ey Ar oe 


row THO 18 Hag “HD aroY well oi oro eaw olf seitiw eit overt o} raged a9yot aw onal fu : 
, (beans) 4oetmeal yvortot. wi eg misterviid xoM te faraver. of heretoint omeaosd brs. abinolS oe 


enmA ftw Bar ff toelttrooeC] sivawtl ml ctrod eaw ontw nesivemaA sly To 10tegtib « eaw of . 
#8 tema ad yearoeD ni, creel niojetevi® (sinalat) -6 eafqoat ont hos leant diol nt Ane 
Ipod? rigitt ili manos mort baleehete gabe Seat bosinsyio od S281 ni baa aside imeiM ai 
lo vilesowintt? sft bosetno baw C800 oi yoo woll noinignes A aot bean tunivee istsbo'%, 
cequawiong ines of) Ol Hownid MAI TY et gmaecalA Jrableowy ati yrunoged | ey 
chew Xo. aval 102 cnitidens ai go evig of bet tnd. |. -al ai) eottileg waotldugest al. svitog’ 
1d ygailon dyuveisdl) yaw citi drow o@ bots ot dyvodiio io agmiads vn ebivelt ee ae 
zoibar yuhticgot brs oldef do gollinw sot) 8 hw OH eohtiameD soaentl 
wns ff seonieud vesied Te od hawine of Seer ual sordsdo bag donvl inaiM ai latiqn 
enews bow gaillaiaa: wrtiflee .vawol walt olity ive! Yo avitabaved saw suet 9 
bas ‘siutited santidwel bebustia of secye teen wif -besd silt lo o0 aaw od] at Medtool bb 
xed watle ardstiawr Qrirwuaiase ooitenigizio’s, beikate zit ong ottoM Jo eiieravidt edt lo e 
rauiixd agntosud enilizinnd cil volorwnivies 6 tel boethevl sa to ‘gothionenaD ol} o19w & 
wooded nint jnew of 278s  ldigss o iw AE aT. ‘dnl Hue dedD coe@ ods dvld ‘pantoD | 
iw dideivaiteay cb ahoY welt worm ftiel ab sion¥ vedi tao) a piste tia 
,V (au rioo olT leiors weal iyvre bart sity = mubly . Wy P| ; ‘7 
tduvod (ynegoae) yatmoriyad penbA, hoflas cow coichy modwaH Inf nt pane vid ie Unsbbus bi an 
“yagtties Soitiviion bite wioieisgi diet, ble bovigges dap wt bien taw desl MOLL PIE | 4 ORE. ode 
‘ial eowbA aM adinem xip cml. shew, tage: 30% 6 bow tose jens M ni tlonnad Gh 
bre yews yrigaeia tod avovl wi tod can. eels onttadl eo %. Hone’. 
vobiiggitien Mowiel,wAt to eno ein yhequnoo oft Maat ‘teubertta> iueG bos veto ‘je , 
ote, art we ad's ni sister eghray Soiree age rit amiseloninen Giron self. a saw "abi 
seg) aotivc. bahia ett) beciot cmv at whet als ‘ Ril St 
evult sotvroce git) ator? bayreacirn of otder hen: briati®: 
ode yBiqwns, cova! af azartencd virh ice eit, Astel mine's sores Syes-duz: reat rae 
by. ast ey rpoets od ‘pe ery twol-ysiidt io AmyoritlA “aoltettae as Normtted rit 
abi tol al ollie bie wiitey eid be the 
“nq bre dose imi nt amond owe eid: fad off - ; 
vidal bas eeonntalent, hed Siuelel aid-yopise! boing 
uhw of atlicomownt a aulsive Gan sit dealteve moh - 
aration Adariecoe % AY panit? whl? —-wesetsaend cet cloned. 
itormMtaan Xie bon petit ovReernows 
eter ued ee add 10) bite edt LAM oft 
le vitae, ott Ju pullaw Hanyo ware 


wrdirepihign’ sunetss art ‘Bovives We e | 

youlsied: * Sage shavolsi. ol i RAGS TA aE BRR 

waitipt. bre wilavel cena ar OE aie a” aed 

aver ph curd ih wunnge a0 ge ar” rs a isi ie 
bra Hi oy carlin’ ¥. ons Re i a 






tse) boot 
Reads, enton Gt pier ua o 


wale’. pak ‘died 0) 20102 bata!” 
taeuwig ati of bevors edw roukg od) SECT al - 
owt zod tt snodw fruvolved wtyest op 


al 


BIOGRA PHT CAL eS Cho Nh 


doors, thresholds, step ladders, farm gates, outdoor 
furniture, institutional furniture, aluminum tubing 
and extrusions, and wooden kitchen cabinets. Assembly 
plants are located at South Hackensack, New Jersey; 
Los Angeles, California; Richmond, Virginia; and 
Sumter, South Carolina. Products under the “ABC” 
trademark are distributed nationally and abroad 
through nineteen branch offices, and sales amount to 
approximately $12,000,000 annually. 

The company was incorporated in 1952 and Mr. 
Silvers was elected President and a Director, in which 
capacity he still serves. Other officers and directors 
of the corporation are: Alex Freidin, Miami Beach, 
Vice President and Director; Harry Harrison, Atlanta, 
Georgia, Director; Seymour N. Kagan, North Miami 
Beach, Director; Bob Lewis, Millsboro, Delaware, 
Director; Henry H. Shelor, Sumter, South Carolina, 
Director; Sylvia Silvers, Miami Beach, Director and 
Secretary; Harold J. Steis, Miami Beach, Director and 
Assistant Secretary; Irving Trock, North Miami Beach, 
Director and Vice President; Frank S, Fitzgerald, North 
Miami Beach, Vice President; Oscar M. Maltzman, 
North Miami Beach, Vice President; Robert J. Mar- 
quardt, Opa Locka, Vice President; William J. Muel- 
ler, Miami, Vice President; Philip Bell, Miami Beach, 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Silvers is a member of the Aluminum Window 
Manufacturers Association; National Association of 
Home Builders; Home Builders Association of South 
Florida; National Association of Manufacturers; and 
the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and 
Air-Conditioning Engineers, Inc. 

Fraternally he is a member of the Kiwanis Club 
of Ojus, Florida; Comrade Lodge, F.&A.M., Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, Miami Consistory, Mahi Temple, 
A.A.O.N.M.S.; and Temple Beth Sholom of Miami 
Beach. His hobby is breeding and racing horses. 

He was married in New York City on September 
22, 1935, to Sylvia Frimet, who was born in New 
York City on February 11, 1914, daughter of Max 
and Sarah (Blasenstein) Frimet, both natives of 
Austria, where her mother was born October 20, 1893. 
Her father is deceased, Charles and Sylvia Silvers 
are the parents of four children: 1. Jerome Louis 
Silvers, born January 5, 1939, in New York City. 
2. Phyllis Doris Silvers, born May 3, 1941, in New 
York City; 3. Robert Henry Silvers, born October 13, 
1950, in Miami Beach; 4. Teri Ellen Silver, born 
December 31, 1952, in Miami Beach. 


MISS GERALDINE GRUNDY 


Librarian, Brockaway Memorial Library, Miami 
Shores, Florida. Born in New York City. High school, 
Academy of All Saints, New York City. College, Col- 
lege of Mount St. Vincent, Riverdale-on-the-Hudson, 
New York, B.A.; Simmons College, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, M.S. in Library Science. Social worker with 
American Red Cross and other agencies. Circulation 
Librarian, Boston Library, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Reference Librarian, Miami Public Library, Miami, 
Florida. Patients’ Librarian, Veterans’ Hospital, Coral 
Gables, Florida. Assistant Librarian, North Miami Pub- 
lic Library, North Miami, Florida. Librarian, Brockway 
Memorial Library, Miami Shores, Florida. 

Member of Gesu Church, Miami, Florida; American 
Library Association; Florida Library Association; Dade 
County Library Association. 


Miss Grundy left her career as a Social Worker 
to enter the career of Librarian. In this work she 
has become distinguished for the wide range of her 
intelligence as a Reference Librarian, She directs the 
growth of The Brockway Memorial Library in Miami 
Shores with a sure hand, a ready wit, and a great 
love of the world where, books and people meet. 


MRS. G. E. SHINGLEDECKER 
(CATHERINE C. KELLER) 


Born Waukegan, Illinois. High School, Marywood 
School, Evanston, Illinois. College, Mundelein College, 
Chicago, 1940, B.A. in Music (Piano, Organ, Violin); 
M.M. in Music Theory; American Conservatory, 1941. 

Women’s Army Corps, 1944. Served in States and 
Japan (Far East Command) until 1948. Joined Re- 
serve. Music Director, Far East Command, 1948-51. 

In charge of music as recreation for all troops, Guam, 
Philippines, Okinawa, Korea and Japan, on General 
MacArthur’s staff, Returned to U.S.A. 1951. 

Entered Library School, Catholic University of 
Washington, D.C. Married Lt. Col. G. E. Shingledecker, 
U.S.A.R. Moved to Miami Shores 1953. 

When husband returned from Korea, appointed to 
Library Board of Brockway Memorial Library, 1954. 

Major WAC in active reserve, Personnel Officer 
(S-1) for local reserve unit (Miami USAR School— 
3381). 


DAVID R. KEATING 


Prominent as a property investor and civic leader 
in Hollywood, David R. Keating has been a resident 
of that city since 1948. 

He was born in Baltimore, Maryland, October 8, 
1908, son of Samuel Tilden Keating and Martha Ellen 
Sommers, the latter a direct descendant of the royal 
family of England. His father died when he was six 
years old and his mother married again, 

David Keating received his early education in the 
public schools of Baltimore and took special courses 
in Business Administration in evening school, From 
1936 to 1947 he was in the restaurant business in Balti- 
more. 

Coming to Hollywood, Florida, in 1948, he established 
his home and business there, acquiring property and 
building up a real estate investment business. 

An outstanding civic leader, he is a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Hollywood Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Board of Directors of the Merchants 
Division of the Chamber. He is president of the Holly- 
wood Civitan Club; vice chairman of the Hollywood 
Zoning Board; former vice chairman of Precinct #77 
of the Hospital Referendum; chairman of the Holly- 
wood Heart Fund and the United Fund for 1960-61; 
and a member of the Board of Directors of the Broward 
County United Fund. He was elected a City Commis- 
sioner of Hollywood April 18, 1961. 

In fraternal circles he is a member of the local Elks 
Lodge and the Loyal Order of Moose, and a member 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood. In 
February 1961 the Hollywood Civitan Club sponsored 
a Brotherhood Day Dinner, held at the Hollywood 
Beach Hotel, highlighting South Broward County’s ob- 
servance of National Brotherhood Week. 

In Baltimore, Maryland, on November 17, 1936, 
David R. Keating married Sarah Suggs, a native of 
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Charlotte, North Carolina. Her father was the late 
Sydney Lawrence Suggs, prominent contractor in the 
construction business in Charlotte, who died in 1958. 
Her mother, Sarah Ethel (Welch) Suggs, is living in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. Mrs. Keating is a graduate 
of Central High School, Charlotte. She is president of 
the Ladies Auxiliary of the Hollywood Civitan Club. 

The Keatings have a son, John David Keating, born 
in Baltimore, Maryland, May 14, 1942, now a student 
at Broward Junior College. 


WILLIAM CLEMENS WEBB 


William Clemens Webb is the fifth generation de- 
scendant of the Filer and Huelsenkamp families of 
Florida who blazed a trail in shipping and land de- 
velopment from Tallahassee to Key West and pio- 
neered the fruit juice industry on the family 
plantations in Cuba. The Webb family recalls pony 
express riders and explorer-surveyors for the rail- 
roads ovcr a century and a half ago in the state of 
Florida, then comprised of vast expanses of water, 
palm trees and Seminole Indians, a few rugged 
individuals and the traditionally quiet southern towns 
in the northern part of the state. 

Mr. Webb, after completing his studies at the 
Universitv of Miami and serving in the United States 
_ Navy in World War II, felt the upsurgence of growth 
around him and turned to the construction industry 
as a means of carrying through his pioneering heritage. 
Starting with a hammer and nail as an apprentice 
carpenter, within a few years William Webb founded 
the Webb Construction Company and built over 100 
industrial and commercial buildings in the Dade 
County area. Mr. Webb’s buildings, which express 
the ultimate in functional beauty and futuristic de- 
sign, gave birth to a dream which at the age of 
thirty-five, has brought him national recognition as 
the outstanding builder and developer in the South. 

Webb, looking into the future of Florida and taking 
careful measure of the sweeping influx of population 
which would need to be sustained by jobs in industry, 
selected 330 acres of prime land at the southern 
entrance of the Sunshine State Parkway (Florida’s 
Turnpike), a few miles adjacent to the world’s 
largest intercontinental cargo airlift, to start the first 
industrial park in the state of Florida. Sunshine State 
Industrial Park, a community of planned industry, it 
its completion represents close to $100,000,000 in land, 
buildings and facilities with an annual payroll to 
Dade County in excess of $15,000,000. 

Plans for Sunshine State Park include an Executives’ 
Club containing dining salon, lounge, bar, cabanas, 
swimming pool, tennis courts, putting green and a 
forty-lane bowling center designed to create a delight- 
ful relaxed atmosphere and sense of community par- 
ticipation for executives and workers in the Park. 

The Park calls for its own administrative offices 
and a bank. Its 70-foot wide boulevards are land- 
scaped with a profusion of native palms, seagrapes, 
melaleuca and hibiscus. On completion an 85-foot 
monolithic arch at the entrance of the Park will 
symbolize the spirit of progress and _ international 
trade. Extensive housing and shopping facilities border 
the Industrial Park, bringing the vast industrial labor 
pool of South Florida within minutes of each plant. 

Mr. Webb did not wait for business and industry 
to come to the Park, but rather started a relentless 


nationwide search to proselytize his concepts of 
industrial Florida as a new dimension in living and 
productivity for executives and workers alike. Mr. 
Webb greeted his prospects with stunning full color 
renditions of how he felt their new plant in the 
Park should look, These were presented with com- 
plete facilities for purchase lease-back or outright 
purchase arrangements, engineering, architectural, 
construction, insurance, decoration and every conceiv- 
able facility, which enabled Webb to turn over the 
“key” to an extraordinarily beautiful complete indus- 
trial plant. Webb’s zeal and apparent insistent need 
to communicate something of great importance caused 
many northern industrialists to start thinking and 
evaluating advantages of Sunshine State Industrial 
Park. At that point executives of vision started 
southward. Today the Sunshine State Industrial Park 
is over fifty percent developed with natural gas, water, 
sewerage, railroad siding and every conceivable fa- 
cility for effective industrialization. 

Many years before the Civil War, William Webb’s 
great-great-grandfather, Frederick Filer, came from 
the Alsace-Lorraine district and married Miss Ann 
Curtis, a native of Tallahassee, Frederick Filer moved 
his family to Key West and entered the shipping 
business, owning several large schooners supplying 
the Caribbean and coastal trade. These were the 
exciting days when famous pirates hovered like 
insane bumble bees around the Florida Keys and 
violent storms brought shipwrecks off the treacherous 
Key West reefs. One such wreck, a French vessel, 
proceeding to New Orleans with a cargo of pros- 
pective brides, caused a peculiar chain of circum- 
stances which affected the history of Florida. Frederick 
Filer opened his own home to twenty of these pros- 
pective brides. Five of these girls remained with the 
Filer family and subsequently married Floridians 
who became outstanding citizens of the state. 

Frederick Filer’s son, William Thomas Filer, the 
great-grandfather of William Webb, was cited for 
his humanitarian work in the great yellow fever 
epidemic in Key West. No one could be found willing 
to fight the spread of this dreadful disease. William 
Filer started a hospital in one of his warehouses and 
personally nursed the yellow fever victims. 

William Filer’s daughter, Catherine, married Clem- 
ens Julius Huelsenkamp, Mr. Webb’s grandfather, 
who pioneered Fort Myers, Florida. Clemens Huelsen- 
kamp wrote a letter to Thomas Edison, the famous 
inventor, asking him why he didn’t come to God’s 
country. One day while he was preoccupied with 
matters of business and huddled over his desk, the 
docr flew open and a strange man entered and said, 
“IT have come to God’s country.” Mr. Huelsenkamp 
raised his head to face in astonishment the famous 
inventor. Thomas Edison bought his home in Fort 
Mvers from Mr. Huelsenkamp, and this home is now 
the Edison Museum. 

Mr. Huelsenkamp at one period moved his family 
to Cuba and distinguished himself in his experi- 
menting with various fruit juices. He was the first 
to introduce methods of pasteurization to control 
bacteria in canned juices. These juices were bottled 
and sold as carbonated drinks in the open market in 
the United States. Huelsenkamp founded the St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, which is still in existence in 
Cuba. A thirty-second degree Mason, Huelsenkamp 
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was one of the charter members of the Masonic 
‘Temple in Cuba. 

Mr. Webb’s father, Horace Theodore Webb, came 
originally from California and settled in Key West. 
Horace Webb resigned from the Coast Guard to enter 
the real estate business and was active in trading and 
developing real estate throughout his lifetime. Bill 
Webb’s mother, Bertha Huelsenkamp Webb, recently 
retired as principal of the Coral Gables Elementary 
School. 

Mrs. William Webb, the former Alice Riley, also a 
native Floridian from Sanford, Florida, is active in 
civic and church work in Miami. 

Mr. and Mrs. Webb are the parents of four chil- 
dren: William Jr., Daniel, Ronald and Catherine. 


HON. DANIEL DAVID DIEFENBACH 


Now in his fifth consecutive term as Mayor of North 
Miami Beach, Daniel David Diefenbach has been so 
closely identified with that city that he might be called 
“Mr. North Miami Beach.” He is also founder-president 
of Peninsula Promotions, Inc., a public relations and 
advertising agency in North Miami Beach, and formerly 
was in the hotel business. 

A member of an old American family that settled in 
the United States in 1764, he was born in West Alex- 
andria, Ohio, son of Charles Edward and Daisy V. V. 
(Smith) Diefenbach. His father, who was born in Ohio 
: 1869 and died in 1942, was an optometrist and jew- 
eler. 

Dan Diefenbach graduated from West Alexandria 
High School with a football scholarship for Wilming- 
ton College, Wilmington, Ohio. When he had com- 
pleted three and a half years at college, the depression 
struck and he was forced to discontinue his studies. 
He made his way to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was 
employed by Sinton Hotel and worked his way up to 
the position of purchasing steward. 

Enticed by the opportunities that Florida seemed to 
offer, he came to Miami in 1933 and was employed by 
Mrs, Maude Brickell as manager of the famed Brickell 
Estate, the Schwab Estate, and the original Deering 
Estate. Family ties sent him back North for a while, 
and he served as efficiency man for the Biltmore Hotel 
in Dayton, Ohio, while there. Returning to Florida, he 
worked in the auditing department of the Columbus 
Hotel, then with Warren Freeman at the MacF'adden- 
Deauville Hotel on the Beach; after which he man- 
aged the new Hotel 79th Street in Little River and 
established: the Track and Shore Restaurant. In 1939 
the Blue Marlin Fisheries were opened, most of which 
were constructed by Mr. Diefenbach. 

In 1942 he enlisted in the Pan American Air Service 
and served as a navigator in the Africa-Orient Divi- 
sion of the World Air Ferry (ATC) until 1945, chalking 
up 2200 hours of transoceanic flying. 

Prior to his election as mayor of North Miami 
Beach, Mr. Diefenbach was active in civic affairs for 
some time. With Ed Constance he formed the North 
Dade Chamber of Commerce, which consisted of three 
civic leaders from each area, and he served as director 
of that Chamber for three years, or until the North 
Miami Beach Chamber was formed. One of their biggest 
successes was obtaining first class transportation in the 
form of the Coast City Coaches. When he felt the need 
for more active interest in local business, Mr. Diefen- 
bach initiated the North Miami Beach Chamber of 
Commerce in his own living room. 


He was active in the North Miami Beach Civic 
Club, the Youth Foundation, the Fathers Club, the Ful- 
ford PTA, and was the leader in the fight to persuade 
the Peoples Water and Gas Company to convert from 
soft coal to oil, thus removing a smoke and odor nuis- 
ance from the community. When the city proposed its 
first bond issue to create a city-owned water system, 
Mr. Diefenbach insisted on public hearings to inform 
the people, which assured its passing. He was chairman 
of the first charter revision board, working for a new 


city charter, which was finally passed by the third 
board. 


Mr. Diefenbach was first elected Mayor of North 
Miami Beach in 1953, having been persuaded to run 
for this office by his friends and business men because 
they felt that no one else knew the town as well or 
had the drive or personal backing that he had to make 
the administration a progressive, efficient and servicing 
government. He has been re-elected every two years 
since then. 

Since he became Mayor of North Miami Beach the 
city has added three parks (and activated these three 
plus the city’s original three); senior citizen recreation; 
three elementary schools and a junior high school. 
Councilmen are elected at large; the police department 
has been improved by training and equipment; an in- 
dependent advisory board and a city-wide zoning plan 
have been established; roads have been increased and 
improved; street maintenance costs have been cut; 
measures to improve drainage have been instituted 
and enforced; a trade mart site was obtained; a mu- 
nicipal swimming pool and Little League baseball park 
were constructed; increased street lighting and White 
Way lighting was installed; a city beautification pro- 
gram was started; and approximately two-and-a-half 
square miles of territory was annexed to the city, 
resulting in increased tax revenue and beautiful resi- 
dential developments. In 1956 Mayor Diefenbach pro- 
moted a Jubilee to celebrate the city’s 25th anniversary, 
having in mind not only the people’s entertainment but 
the advertising value of such an event for the city. 
Also, to stimulate patriotism and promote North Miami 
Beach, the Mayor initiated an annual four-day Jubilee 
to celebrate Independence Day. 

Mr. Diefenbach organized his present business, 
Peninsula Promotions, Inc., in 1958, in partnership with 
Dorothee Ann (Mrs. Jack S.) Hoppen. He is a member 
of the American Public Relations Association, Adver- 
tising Federation of America, American Municipal As- 
sociation, and Dade County League of Municipalities. 
His other memberships include the Kiwanis Club, Sons 
of the American Revolution, and the Episcopal Church 
of the Resurrection at Biscayne Park. 

He was married in West Palm Beach, Florida, on 
April 7, 1934, to Polly Anne Ahearn Pollett, and they 
have five children: 

1. Polly Anne (Diefenbach) Ingham, born December 
125°1935, 

2. Daniel David, III, born March 23, 1939. 

3. Deborah Day, born July 30, 1940. 

4. Donna Dorn, born January 20, 1942. 

5. Delores Dawn, born April 4, 1946. 


JAKE SOWARDS 


A general contractor in the building business in 
Hallandale, Jake Sowards took up his residence in that 
city in 1947, moving there from Rome, Ohio, with his 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


wife and two sons. Both sons are associated with him 
in his business. Mr. Sowards has been a City Commis- 
sioner of Hallandale since 1954. 

Born on a farm in Proctorville, Ohio, August 18, 
1903, he is a son of A. C. and Eliza Bradley Sowards. 
He finished his education at Windsor High School, Ohio, 
and from 1923 to 1937 owned and operated apple 


- orchards. From 1937 to 1947 he worked for the Ohio 


State Department of Game and Fisheries, residing in 
Rome, Ohio, and during that time served on the 
District Board of Education in Rome. 

He came to Florida in 1947 and settled at Hallandale, 
where he became established as a building contractor. 
First elected to the City Commission of Hallandale in 
1954, he was re-elected in 1956 for a four-year term. 
He is a member of the Baptist Church. 

In Huntington, West Virginia, Jake Sowards married 
Edgra Smith, a native of his home town of Proctor- 
ville, Ohio, daughter of John and Gussie (Singers) 
Smith. They have three children, all born in Rome, 
Ohio, and all graduates of Rome High School. They 
are: 

1. Irene, now Mrs. Tillis of Rome, Ohio, who has a 
son, Gary Tillis. 

2. Garland Sowards, born December 21, 1924. He 
served in the United States Army in World War II 
from 1943 to 1946, mainly in the Pacific theater, with 
the top rank of sergeant. On April 5, 1947, he married 
Patricia England, daughter of George P. and Freda 
(Black) England of Proctorville, Ohio, and they have 
a daughter, Dawn, born in Fort Lauderdale March 18, 
1950, now a student at Hallandale Elementary School. 
Garland joined his father in establishing his new busi- 
ness in Florida in 1947, and is now a director of the 
Bank of Hallandale. 

3. Jake Sowards, Jr., born March 18, 1927, married 
Hope McKinnon, daughter of Mrs. Dorothy McKinnon 
of Hallandale. ; 


OSCAR EVERHART 


The librarian of Miami Beach Public Library, Oscar 
Everhart, comes naturally by his affinity for books. 


_His mother was librarian at Momence, Illinois, where 


he grew up. Before becoming a librarian he sold books 
for one of the largest wholesale booksellers in Chicago 
for more than twelve years. 

Son of Charles E. and Maud Chatfield Everhart, 
he was born in Danville, Illinois, and received his 
early education in the public schools of Illinois. After 
two years at the University of Maryland, he went to 
work as a salesman for A. C. McClurg & Co. of Chi- 
cago, selling books to librarians. He was quite suc- 
cessful in this work and got to know librarians in all 
parts of his territory. 

World War II interrupted his career, and as a mem- 
ber of the United States Army Infantry he “walked 
all over Europe.” Returned to civilian life in 1945, he 
continued to peddle books for his old firm for another 
six months, then decided to become a librarian himself. 

After several years of study at Indiana University 
and Pomona College, California, he secured his first 
big job, as head librarian at Jeffersonville, Indiana. 
Next he became library consultant at the State Library 
in Indianapolis, which meant dealing with librarians 
throughout Indiana and setting up libraries in state 
institutions. This he found a fascinating and reward- 
ing job. 

In January 1958 he left his Indiana position to come 


to Miami Beach Public Library as librarian and make 
a permanent home here where he had spent many 
vacations. He acquired a large house with room for 
his piano and space to entertain his friends, as well 
as grounds where he can practice his hobby of gar- 
dening. He likes people and likes to get them reading. 
A new library building is,in the plans for Miami Beach 
and, if Mr. Everhart has his way, it will be an acces- 
sible, attractive meeting place for all members of the 
family. 

Mr. Everhart has been the 1960-61 president of the 
Dade County Library Association. In his official ca- 
pacity as Municipal Librarian, he was host to the 
Florida Library Association which met in Miami Beach 
in April 1961, and will be co-chairman of the com- 
mittee on local arrangements when the American Li- 
brary Association convenes here in 1962. 


C. JACKSON BALDWIN 


One of fifteen young presidents of million-dollar or- 
ganizations in Miami, C. Jackson Baldwin is a second 
generation president of his firms, the Baldwin Insur- 
ance Agency, Inc. and Baldwin Mortgage Company. 
He is also a second generation native of Florida. His 
grandparents, Charles and Charlotte Baldwin, settled 
in North Florida before the Civil War. 

Born in Miami December 15, 1921, C. Jackson Bald- 
win is a son of Charles F. and Gladys (Jackson) Bald- 
win. His father, Charles F. Baldwin, was born in 
Melrose, Alachua County, Florida, in 1892. He was 
educated through high school in Archer, Florida, grad- 
uated from Rollins College at Winter Park in the class 
of 1912, and served in the United States Army Engineer 
Corps in France in World War I. Coming to Miami 
after the war, in 1920 he founded the Baldwin Insur- 
ance Agency and has devoted his entire life to the 
insurance and mortgage fields. He also served as treas- 
urer of Coral Gables Corporation, the company that 
founded Coral Gables. He is now Chairman of the 
Board of Baldwin Insurance Agency and Baldwin 
Mortgage Company, and is a director of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Miami. 

Gladys Jackson Baldwin’s parents, natives of Mil- 
ledgeville, Georgia, moved to Miami in 1914. She grad- 
uated from Miami High School and attended Wesleyan 
College in Macon, Georgia. 

The Baldwin family moved to Coral Gables in 1922, 
and C. Jackson Baldwin attended the local schools, 
graduating from Ponce de Leon High School in 1939. 
Sports of all kinds interested him, with football a first 
love and golf a close second. He attended Riverside 
Military Academy at Gainesville, Georgia, for one 
year; then the University of Florida, from which he 
was graduated in 1943 with a B.S. degree in Business 
Administration. He was a member of the Alpha Tau 
Omega college fraternity. Before graduation he en- 
listed in the United States Army, but was allowed to 
finish his senior year in college. Sent to Officers Can- 
didate School at Fort Benning, he graduated with hon- 
ors and served overseas as a First Lieutenant in the 
28th Infantry Division in France, Belgium and Ger- 
many. He received the Purple Heart for wounds re- 
ceived in action in 1944 and was returned to the States. 

On his return from military service young Mr. Bald- 
win entered into his father’s insurance and mortgage 
business and took over the reins as president when his 
father became Chairman of the Board in 1956. The 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Baldwin agency writes all forms of insurance with 
emphasis on the industrial, commercial, and difficult- 
to-place account. Its clients, mostly commercial ac- 
counts, run the gamut from a one-man business to 
national concerns. It represents as agent more than 
thirty-five insurance companies and employs twenty- 
six people. Mr, Baldwin feels that his company’s serv- 
ices as agents and brokers place them in the category 
of professionals performing a necessary and desirable 
service for the public. The Baldwin Mortgage Com- 
pany, mortgage correspondent for life insurance com- 
panies, negotiates and services conventional loans on 
commercial properties, apartments and hotels; presently 
servicing approximately $40,000,000 in first mortgage 
loans in the South Florida area. 

The company owns its home on Biscayne Boulevard 
at Ninth Street in Miami, occupying the second floor 
and leasing the ground floor. This modernistic struc- 
ture was erected by the agency in 1953 on the same 
ground where young President Baldwin spent his first 
days at his grandmother’s boarding house. He is proud 
of the many new constructural innovations in the 
building, which was featured by two national archi- 
tectural magazines in 1953 and 1954. 

Mr. Baldwin is also president of Baldwin Insurance 
of Coral Gables, Inc., which he formed in 1949. He 
serves as a director of Swimquip, Inc., manufacturers 
and distributors of swimming pool equipment. He 
joined the YPO (Young Presidents Organization) in 
1956 and has been treasurer, member chairman, vice- 
chairman, chairman of the Florida chapter, and is 
currently serving as a national director. 

His civic work began soon after the war, with the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. He is president of the 
Miami Rotary Club and vice president of the Orange 
Bowl Committee. Welfare and political organizations 
also call on him for his services, usually in the role 
of fund raising. His hobbies are golf, fishing, and an 
occasional game of gin, poker or bridge. He has a boat 
which, he says, is an extremely fast fishing rig for 
offshore and back country waters. 


While still in Army uniform, on June 22, 1945, C. 
Jackson Baldwin married Susanne Bonner at the fam- 
ily church, the First Presbyterian in Coral Gables. A 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harney Bonner of Miami, 
Mrs. Baldwin graduated from Ponce de Leon High 
School in Coral Gables and attended Florida State 
University. The couple have three children, born in 
Miami: 

1. Susanne (Susi), born January 23, 1947, now a 
student at Ponce de Leon High School. 

2. Jackson Reed Baldwin, born November 17, 1948, 

3. Bethany Anne, born December 4, 1950. 

Both the younger children are students at David 
Fairchild Elementary School. 

The Baldwins’ Coral: Gables home is opposite the 
Riviera Country Club golf course, where both Mr. and 
Mrs. Baldwin spend some of their leisure time. Among 
Mrs. Baldwin’s other interests are the PTA and Span- 
ish lessons. 


HARRY JACKSON ROSS 


Head of the engineering firm of H. J. Ross Asso- 
ciates, Harry Jackson Ross of Miami is a young Flor- 
idian who has climbed to the top of the ladder in a 
very short time. 

Son of John D. and Gaynelle (Cook) Ross, he was 


born in Tampa June 2, 1922. His parents are both 
natives of Georgia. His father came to Florida in 1898 
and for many years was Assistant Chief of the Tampa 
Fire Department. 

Jack Ross graduated from high school in Tampa in 
1938 and from Georgia School of Technology, Atlanta, 
in 1942 with a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering. World 
War II being in progress, he entered the United States 
Navy and served in the Construction Battalion (Sea- 
bees) in the Pacific theatre, attaining the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander in the Reserve. 

In 1947 he came to Miami and established himself 
professionally as partner in Riley and Ross, consulting 
engineers. In 1955 Mr. Ross purchased his partner’s 
interest and the firm name became H. J. Ross Asso- 
ciates, Consulting Engineers. 

The following are some of the outstanding engineer- 
ing jobs which this firm has handled: Saxony Hotel, 
Miami; Eden Roc Hotel, Miami Beach; Dupont Plaza, 
Miami; Miami Beach Federal Office Building; North- 
side Shopping Center; Engineering School of the Uni- 
versity of Miami; Central High School, Miami; South 
Florida State Hospital, Hollywood; Sears Roebuck’s 
new store in Jacksonville. They also have many other 
projects throughout the country at present writing, 
including Dallas, Texas, and Washington, D.C., and are 
now handling three major projects in Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Ross is a member of the Florida Engineering 
Society, the National Society of Professional Engineers, 
the American Society of Civil Engineers, Sigma Nu 
fraternity, the University Club of Miami, Emerald Bay 
Yacht Club, La Gorce Country Club, the Rod and Reel 
Club, and St. Patrick’s Catholic Church of Miami 
Beach. Boating and fishing are his recreations. 

He was married in Miami January 19, 1952, to Donna 
Mary Guilfoyle, daughter of Martin and Sabina (Shea) 
Guilfoyle. Mrs. Ross is a graduate of St. Patrick’s High 
School (1947) and Barry College (1951) with a B.A. 
degree in Education. Two daughters have been born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Ross: Julie Veronica on May 17, 1956; 
Barbara Gaynelle on January 10, 1958. 


G. JAMES HUGHES 


The President of the Pan American Bank of Miami, 
G. James Hughes has been identified with the world of 
finance throughout his entire career, or for thirty 
years. He is also prominent as a director or member 
of other business and civic organizations. 

Mr. Hughes was born in Long Branch, New Jersey, 
September 22, 1914. His father, Ernest Hughes, a native 
of Wales, is a retired accountant, now living in Miami. 
His mother, Elizabeth Forde Hughes, who was born in 
England, died in 1953. The parents came to the United 
States as a young couple and settled in New York. 

James Hughes graduated from the Hish School of 
Commerce, New York, in 1931, and started his banking 
career that year as a clerk with the Chase Manhattan 
Bank of New York. He subsequently graduated from 
the American Institute of Banking and from the Grad- 
uate School of Banking of Rutgers University. During 
World War II, from 1843 to 1945, he served in the 
United States Army as a technical sergeant. 

Continuing with the Chase Manhattan Bank, he ad- 
vanced through the various channels of that institution 
to an executive position. In July, 1956, having completed 
twenty-five years with that bank, he resigned to ac- 
cept the position of President of the Metropolitan Bank 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


of Miami, in which Arthur Vining Davis held the con- 
controlling interest. When Davis sold his controlling 
stock in Metropolitan, Hughes stayed on and built the 
bank into the fastest growing institution of its kind 
in the nation, In March 1961 he resigned his position 
at the Metropolitan and on April 14th was named 
President and a director of the Pan American Bank of 
Miami. 

Mr. Hughes is president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the Americas, an organization which has 
members from seventeen nations. He is a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Miami-Dade County 
Chamber of Commerce, the Downtown Business Coun- 
cil, the United Fund, the Greater Miami YMCA, and is 
vice-president and a director of the South Florida 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America. He is a mem- 
ber of the Off-Street Parking Board of Miami; chair- 
man of the Commercial Lending Committee of the 
Florida Bankers Association; chairman of the Finance 
Committee of the Downtown Kiwanis Club; a director 
of the Life Insurance Company of Florida; a trustee 
of the Museum of Science and Natural History of the 
City of Miami; and a member and trustee of Coral 
Gables Congregational Church. In 1960 he was pre- 
sented with a trophy, the Civic Salesman Award, by 
the National Sales Executives of Miami. Golf, fishing 
and swimming are his recreations. 

In Harrisonburg, Virginia, on March 28, 1942, G. 
James Hughes married Laura G. Peters, daughter of 
Clyde C. and Margaret Blakemore Peters, and a grad- 
uate of Harrisonburg High School and Madison Col- 
lege of Harrisonburg, Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Hughes 
are the parents of two children: 

1, Patricia Jane, born in Harrisonburg, Virginia, Au- 
gust 2, 1943. She graduated from Coral Gables High 
School in 1961. 

2. James Michael Hughes, born in Macon, Georgia, 
June 12, 1945, who is now a cadet at Hargrave Military 
Academy, Chatham, Virginia. 


COMER JOHNSTONE KIMBALL 


Chairman of the Board of the First National Bank 
of Miami, Florida’s largest bank, with which institu- 
tion he has been associated since 1946, Comer J. Kim- 
ball has been actively engaged in banking and invest- 
ment management activities since 1927. He moved to 
Florida in 1940 and became associated with the late 
Wiley R. Reynolds of Palm Beach in his extensive 
banking and investment activities. 

Son of Charles Kimball, a Methodist minister, and 
Mildred Alzena (Fisher) Kimball, he was born in 
Atlanta, Georgia, June 14, 1902. He graduated from 
Boys High School, Atlanta, in 1921 and from the Uni- 
versity of Virginia in 1924 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree and Phi Beta Kappa honors. 

Mr. Kimball’s first employment was as Southeast 
Europe representative for C. B. McDaniel Company. 
He received his initial training and experience in the 
banking business with the Bankers Trust Company of 
New York, working in their Bond Department from 
1927 to 1929. From 1929 to 1940 he was with Fidelity 
Investment Company of New York as Assistant Sec- 
retary. 

Coming to Palm Beach, Florida, in 1940, Mr. Kimball 
became Vice President and Investment Officer of the 
First National Bank of Palm Beach; also Vice Presi- 
dent and Director of W. R. Reynolds and Company, 


which latter position he still holds. In 1948 he became 
Chairman of the Board of the First National Bank of 
Palm Beach and held that office until 1957. Meanwhile, 
in 1947 he moved to Miami as Executive Vice President 
of the First National Bank of Miami and in 1951 was 
made Chairman of the Board. 

In 1958 Mr. Kimball wag elected a Director of Arvida 
Corporation and in 1961 became Chairman of the Board 
of this corporation and was elected a Director of the 
United States Sugar Corporation. He served as Presi- 
dent of the Florida Bankers Association in 1954-55 and 
as a member of the Federal Advisory Council of the 
Federal Reserve System in 1957-58. He also served as 
a member of the Executive Council of the American 
Bankers Association and is a member of the Associa- 
tion of Reserve City Bankers. 

Mr. Kimball has been active in many civic and wel- 
fare organizations in Dade County, including service 
as President of the Community Chest and the United 
Fund. He served in the New York National Guard, 
Squadron A, 101st Cavalry, from 1928 to 1931. His fra- 
ternities are Phi Beta Kappa and Theta Chi; his clubs, 
the University Club of New York City, the Bath Club 
of Miami, the Miami Club and the Riviera Country 
Club of Coral Gables. His religious affiliation is with 
the Episcopal Church. 

On April 15, 1949, Comer J. Kimball married Mary 
Nell Pinckard, a native of Samson, Alabama, where 
she was born May 3, 1916, daughter of John B. and 
Gwendoline (Rushing) Pinckard. Mr. and Mrs. Kim- 
ball have a son, Comer Johnstone Kimball, Jr. 


JAY I. KISLAK 


The J. I. Kislak Mortgage Corporation of Florida, 
established in Miami in January 1954, is the second 
largest mortgage banking firm in the southeastern 
United States. In 1961, the corporation had branches in 
Pensacola, Tampa and Orlando, with a mortgage serv- 
icing portfolio in excess of $140,000,000. Jay Kislak, its 
president, is the youngest president of a major mort- 
gage banking firm in the nation. 

Son of Julius I. and Sophia (Segal) Kislak, Jay I. 
Kislak was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, June 6, 
1922. His father heads one of Jersey City’s oldest and 
largest real estate firms. Jay graduated from the New- 
ark Academy, Newark, New Jersey, and the Wharton 
School of Finance at the University of Pennsylvania, 
where he earned a B.S. degree in Economics. During 
World War II he served as a pilot in the United States 
Navy with the rank of Lieutenant J.G. Released from 
active duty in 1945, he is now in the U.S. Naval Re- 
serve. 

At the time of his discharge from the Navy, Jay 
Kislak’s net worth was equal to the sum of his ter- 
minal leave pay, $1500, most of which he used to buy 
an engagement ring for his fiance. Today, at thirty- 
eight, his personal worth is in excess of three million 
dollars. He made his fortune as a mortgage banker, 
real estate investor and developer in Florida without 
investing a nickel in the stock market. 

If he had been of a more conservative nature, Kislak 
might have settled down to a secure future with his 
father’s real estate organization, J. I. Kislak, Inc. of 
New Jersey, but aggressive boldness and an imagina- 
tive approach to business are the hallmarks of his 
success. He did start out by joining his father’s firm as 
a commissioned salesman, but stayed only long enough 
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THE BEAST COAST. OF FLORIDA 


to realize the potential of the mortgage banking in- 
dustry in relation to the real estate business, 


He spearheaded the formation of the J. I. Kislak 
Mortgage Corporation as a wholly owned subsidiary 
of J. I. Kislak, Inc. of New Jersey, serving as head of 
the firm and working on commission with options to 
buy stock. Personnel at the start consisted of himself 
and the part-time use of a secretary. Under his direc- 
tion the company vaulted to national prominence as 
one of the very first mortgage brokerage firms to be- 
come active in the FNMA one-for-one program. It 
also specialized in handling Wherry Housing through- 
out the eastern United States. 


When the company was in its fifth year and was 
handling just under $100,000,000 in mortgages, Kislak 
cast about for new and even richer fields and began 
to exercise his stock options. Convinced that the future 
lay in following the population shift to new, fast- 
growing areas, he opened a branch of his New Jersey 
company in Miami in January 1954. This was accom- 
plished partly by buying a small mortgage servicing 
portfolio of three million dollars from a Miami firm. 
Kislak’s company put up 50% of the necessary capital 
and four Miami investors provided the balance. Within 
the first year Kislak acquired sole ownership of the 
Miami company. Swapping his newly acquired stock 
in the New Jersey company for the firm’s interest in 
the Miami branch, he borrowed the balance needed to 
buy up the holdings of the four Miami investors and 
struck out on his own. He still owns 100% of the stock 
in his mortgage company. 

Large scale subdivisions, unheard of prior to the 
early fifties in Florida, occupied the major attention of 
his company in its formative years. A 600-home sub- 
division in Miami, Myrtle Grove Estates, which he 
financed on the “no-down-payment” method, was the 
first of many large developments the company has 
handled. In the seven year period since it was formed 
the firm has dealt with nearly every large scale builder 
in Florida and has made possible home ownership for 
more than 13,000 families. 

In 1958 Kislak expanded his operations to include 
a “spot loan” division. This department handles the 
financing of existing homes with new FHA or VA 
mortgages, giving the home owner an opportunity to 
compete in the sales market with the new homes in 
subdivisions. 

The first branch office was opened in Pensacola in 
1957. Two years later Kislak Mortgage Corporation 
purchased the Florida mortgage portfolio of Guaranty 
Title and Mortgage Company of New York City and 
took over their Tampa and Orlando offices. These three 
branch offices are situated in areas along the Gold 
Coast, where the greatest industrial development and 
population increases are anticipated. 

Kislak believes that prudent acquisition of large 
tracts of land in the fringe areas at relatively low cost 
will pay rich dividends later, since land values, de- 
pending on population, must increase in value in a 
growing area such as Florida. His faith and convictions 
along these lines have been borne out by the state’s 
76% gain in population during the last decade and the 
resultant skyrocketing real estate values. The sound- 
ness of his judgment in land prospecting is evidenced 
by his purchase, in association with Ira Hotchkiss, for- 
mer Detroit builder, of the 20,000-acre El Pico Ranch 


in Brevard County in 1956. Due to the growing im- 
portance of Cape Canaveral, Brevard County’s popula- 
tion has jumped 370% in the last ten years. Result— 
much of El Pico land has been sold at a handsome 
profit. 


Confidence in Kislak’s real estate-mortgage judg- 
ment is reflected in the “fact that his firm numbers 
among its forty-seven investors throughout the nation 
insurance companies, banks, savings and loan asso- 
ciations and pension trusts. 


Kislak also holds an interest in a 19,000-acre tract 
in Marion County and is co-developer of the 1500- 
home subdivision, Coral Park Estates, in Miami. Among 
his other business activities is an insurance coinmpany 
anda title company. 


As might be expected, Jay Kislak is a member of 
the national Young Presidents Organization; also a 
member of the Mortgage Bankers Association of Amer- 
ica and the state and local Mortgage Bankers Asso- 
ciations. He is very active in civic and community 
groups, including the following: Government Research 
Council of Miami-Dade County Chamber of Commerce; 
Board of Directors, Dade National Bank or Miami; 
Board of Directors, Family Service; Citizens Board, 
University of Miami; Vice Chairman United Fund of 
Dade County; Greater Miami Jewish Federation, Treas- 
urer; Board of Trustees, Temple Beth Am; Standard 
Club of Miami, President. His hobbies include spear- 
fishing, boating and flying. 

A typical business day with Jay Kislak finds him 
in conference with builders, developers and investors 
in Miami. The afternoon may find him at the controls 
of his Cessna 310, flying to other cities in the state or 
country for business. The use of his private aircraft 
to reach areas in the state not regularly serviced by 
commercial airlines has become essential in his busi- 
ness. 

Florida possibly has no more enthusiastic supporters 
than the Kislak family, which includes his wife, the 
former Beverly Braverman of Plainfield, New Jersey, 
who attended Wellesley College, Massachusetts; sons 
Jonathan, age twelve; Philip, eleven; and daughter 
Paula, seven. Jon and Phil are good students and are 
among a group selected for experimental classes for 
gifted children. Science, zoology and mathematics are 
their favorite subjects. Paula, the only girl and the 
baby, occupies a special place in the hearts of the 
household. Her brothers look out for her like a pair 
of young lions. She likes to swim in the family pool 
and go bicycle riding. 

A close-knit group, the family enjoys many hobbies 
in common. Almost any weekend may find the boys 
off on a flying trip with their father, going hunting or 
spearfishing. Other activities include golfing, swim- 
ming, basketball and touch football. Mrs. Kislak, how- 
ever, is not the athletic type. She is an avid reader, 
a lover of music and the arts, and occasionally takes 
courses at the University of Miami in subjects which 
she finds interesting. 

Jay and Beverly Kislak met several years before 
their marriage on February 4, 1947. They moved to 
Miami in 1953 when they decided that Florida was the 
place where they wished to live and work and rear 
their children. Their home in suburban southwest 
Miami is an agreeable setting for the realization of 
their dreams and ambitions. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


EDUARDO MORALES 


The President of Metropolitan Bank of Miami, Ed- 
uardo Morales, has made banking his career since 
1923, excepting seven years during the depression when 
he was an executive of a sugar mill in Puerto Rico. 

Born in Spain February 7, 1902, he is a son of Cris- 
tobal and Maria Rosa Morales, both deceased and 
buried in Puerto Rico, where the family moved in 
1913. His father was in the import and export business. 

Eduardo was educated in American schools in Puerto 
Rico, graduating from San Juan High School in 1922, 
and supplemented his education with correspondence 
courses. He also took courses in Banking and Commer- 
cial Law under the American Institute of Banking. 
In 1923 he started his career as a clerk in the First 
National Bank of San Juan and remained with that 
institution for eleven years, advancing through the 
various steps until he became an officer of the bank. 


Following the bank moratorium of the early national | 


depression, he took a position as office manager and 
treasurer of a sugar mill in Puerto Rico and continued 
there until 1940. In 1940-41 he was Administrative As- 
sistant to the Director of the Puerto Rico Housing 
Authority. He returned to banking in 1941 as manager 
of the new San Juan branch of the Banco Credito and 
Ahorro Ponceno. 

‘Mr. Morales came to Miami in 1945 to organize the 
Pan American Bank of Miami and was executive vice 
president and a director of this bank until late March 
1957. From April 1957 to June 1958 he was first vice 
president and a director of the Mercantile National 
Bank of Miami Beach. In July 1958 he became asso- 
ciated with the Metropolitan Bank of Miami as senior 
vice president and a director and in March 1961 was 
made president of the bank, continuing as a director. 

Mr. Morales is a founder member of La Gorce Coun- 
try Club, a member of Coral Reef Yacht Club, a former 
member of the Lions Club and the Elks of Miami, a 
former director of the Miami Red Cross, and a mem- 
ber of Gesu Catholic Church, Miami. His principal 
recreation is golf. 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, on May 15, 1925, Eduardo 
Morales married Ana Bustamante, daughter of Enrique 
and Josefa (Ruiz) Bustamante, and a graduate of San 
Juan High School. Mr. and Mrs. Morales are the par- 
ents of two sons: 

1. Edward A. Morales, born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
in August 1931. He attended elementary school in 
Puerto Rico, graduated from Miami High School and 
Miami University, where he was a member of the 
ROTC, and served two and a half years in the United 
States Air Force with the top rank of First Lieutenant. 
He is now vice president and half owner of a mort- 
gage company in Miami. 

2. Joseph E. Morales, born in San Juan in 1939, 
graduated from Miami High School and Miami Uni- 
versity, is associated with the Institutional Mortgage 
Company of Miami. 

The Morales have one grandchild, Edward Anthony, 
son of Edward, now age seven years. 


MICHAEL J. ZOROVICH 


One of our young presidents of million-dollar busi- 
ness enterprises is Michael J. Zorovich of Miami, Presi- 
dent of Acme Concrete Corporation, the second largest 
business of its kind in Florida and one of the largest 
in the South. 


Born in New York City August 20, 1922, Michael 
is a son of Samuel and Tina (Harabagli) Zorovich, who 
now make their home in Florida in the winter and in 
Long Island, New York, in the summer. 

The father, Samuel Zorovich, is another classical 
example of the American success story. Born in Yugo- 
slavia he came to the United States in his teens and 
settled in the lower east side of Manhattan, New York. 
Starting as a laborer, he was subsequently a steel 
worker, plasterer, captain of a big boat, and taxi cab 
operator, becoming the owner of one of the largest 
fleets of cabs in New York City. He sold his taxi cab 
business in 1958. In 1947 he came to Miami and with 
his son Michael, who preceded him here in 1946, or- 
ganized the Acme Concrete Corporation, over which 
he presided until 1958, when he became Chairman of 
the Board and his son became President. 

Michael Zorovich graduated from St. Agnes High 
School, New York City, in 1939 and from Notre Dame 
University, Indiana, in 1942 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. He played football at Notre Dame in 1941-42. 
During World War II, from 1943 to 1946, he served 
in the United States Army Infantry as a sergeant and 
in the Army Air Corps. He did twenty months over- 
seas in the European theatre, was wounded and re- 
ceived the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star. 

Married in Chicago June 29, 1946, to Betty Ivens, 
daughter of George and Mary Ivens of Chicago, Michael 
Zorovich brought his bride to Florida and they made 
their home in Miami Shores, where they are members 
of St. Rose of Lima Church and their three oldest chil- 
dren attend St. Rose’s School. They now have five 
children: Michael, Jr., Steven, Lisa, Gregory, and 
Claudia. 

Mr. Zorovich is a member of the Young Presidents 
Organization. 


W. L. PHILBRICK 


The owner and operator of Philbrick Colonial Funer- 
al Home in Miami, W. L. Philbrick, opened one of the 
first funeral homes in Miami and has a couple of other 
firsts to his credit. 

Born in Tallahassee, Florida, October 5, 1900, he is 
a son of the prominent physician, Dr. Edward Edwin 
Philbrick, a native of England, who came to Florida in 
1873 and practiced medicine in Tallahassee from 1888 
to 1924. He was a graduate of New York University 
School of Medicine. Prior to his becoming a physician 
and surgeon he was a building contractor and a brick 
manufacturer. He moved to Miami in 1924 and con- 
tinued his medical practice there until 1928. Dr. Phil- 
brick is credited with the discovery of phosphate in 
Florida. His wife, mother of W. L. Philbrick, was 
Minnie E. Townsend. 

Our Mr. Philbrick was educated in the public schools 
of Jacksonville and went to the Cincinnati College of 
Embalming for his professional training. He came to 
Miami in 1919 and opened the first funeral home there 
on May 1, 1922. He was the first to establish limousine- 
type ambulance service in Miami and the first to offer 
marine ambulance service (the operation of a private 
ambulance boat to serve the port of Miami). 

In addition to the original Home at 660 West Flagler 
Street, Miami, Mr. Philbrick has enlarged his business 
to include a Home in Coral Gables, one in South Miami, 
one in Miami Shores, and one in Hialeah-Miami 
Springs. 
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In professional organizations Mr. Philbrick is a past 
president of the Florida Funeral Directors Association 
and a member of the National Funeral Directors As- 
sociation. Active in civic affairs, he is a member of the 
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, the Better 
Business Bureau, the University of Miami Sustaining 
Foundation, president of the Florida Society for Crip- 
pled Children, past president of the Miami Beach Lions 
Club, a member of the Methodist Church and past 
president of the Wm. Jennings Bryan Memorial Bible 
Class. In fraternal organizations he is an Elk of Miami 
Lodge #948; a member of F. and A. M. Ocean Bay 
Lodge of Miami Beach, all bodies of the Scottish and 
York rites, Knights Templar Commandery, and Mahi 
Temple Shrine, Miami. During World War II he was 
active in the Dade County Council of Defense, helping 
in organizing casualty stations and the blackout system. 

On October 5, 1931, in Miami W. L. Philbrick married 
Christine Jarvis Seel, a native of Ilion, New York, 
daughter of Arthur and Christina (Bogel) Seel, who 
came to Miami in 1921. Mr. Seel was a brick mason by 
trade, Mr. and Mrs. Philbrick are the parents of twins 
(Jack and Jill) born in Miami April 10, 1935. 

1. Jackson E. Philbrick graduated from Riverside 
Military Academy, Gainesville, Georgia, and from the 
San Francisco College of Mortuary Science in 1961 
and will be associated with his father in the Philbrick 
Funeral Homes. He married Marlene Buckeldee of 
Monterey, California, and they have a daughter, Carrie, 
born in Miami November 27, 1959. 

2. Jill Elizabeth Philbrick graduated from Miss Har- 
ris’s School for Girls, Miami, and from Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois, in the class of 1958. 


REGINALD LAMAR WILLIAMS 


A Miami attorney since 1938, Reginald L. Williams 
is the third generation of the Williams family born in 
Florida. Two former governors of Florida, Fred Cone 
and John Branch, are on the Williams family tree. So 
is Myrna Loy, the actress, whose rea] name is Myrna 
Williams. 

When Llewellyn Williams (great-great-grandfather 
of Reginald Lamar) lost his wife in North Carolina, he 
sold his cattle and lands and divided the proceeds 
between his three older sons and himself. They drew 
lots, and one went west to Alabama, one went east to 
Wilmington, North Carolina, and one went north. The 
father and youngest son, Robert, came south, first 
settling in Georgia and eventually moving on to Flor- 
ida, trying to get away from the “civilization” of the 
railroad; but Henry B. Plant’s railroad finally caught 
up with him even in Florida. 

Robert Williams was fourteen years old when he 
came to Florida with his father. His son, Ephraim, was 
born in Sumter County, and so was his grandson, Ben- 
jamin Dillon Williams, who was employed by the Sea- 
board Air Line Railroad all his life and died in 1955. 
He is buried in Tampa. 

Son of Benjamin Dillon and Lily Skeels Williams 
(a native of Baker County, Florida) Reginald Lamar 
Williams was born in Jacksonville September 22, 1912. 
Growing up in Tampa, he graduated from the H. B; 
Plant High School in 1929 and went on to study law 
at the University of Florida, where he received his 
LL.B. degree in 1934. Admitted to the Florida bar that 
year, he practiced his profession in Tampa until 1938, 
at which time he moved to Miami. He is now a mem- 


ber of the firm of Dixon, DeJarnette, Bradford, Wil- 
liams, McKay and Kimbrell. 

During World War II Mr. Williams served in the 
United States Army, Field Artillery, and was thirty- 
four months overseas in North Africa and Italy. He 
received the Bronze Star, five campaign medals and 
two foreign decorations—Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire (Military Division), and Cavalier Offi- 
cer of the Italian “Order of Sts. Maurice and Lazarus.” 
Entering as a First Lieutenant, he is now a retired 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

While at Fort Bragg, Lt. Col. Williams met another 
officer by the name of Williams who was from North 
Carolina and turned out to be a cousin. He was trying 
to trace the descendants of the other Williams brothers 
and had succeeded in tracing the Alabama brother 
and his family. It was he who discovered the relation- 
ship of the actress, Myrna Loy. 

At Fort Sill, Oklahoma, Lt. Williams met Lt. Helen 
Werner, an Army nurse just returned from the Philip- 
pines. They were married at Fort Sill on April 10, 
1942. A native of San Antonio, Texas, Mrs. Williams 
is a daughter of Adolph and Carolina (Ball) Werner 
and is a graduate of Santa Rosa Academy of San An- 
tonio. At the handsome Williams home in Coral Gables 
she indulges her hobby of raising orchids. She has 
beautiful blooms hanging in a spectacular display 
around their swimming pool and also cultivates them 
in a conservatory. A son, Richard Lamar Williams, 
born in Coral Gables November 27, 1947, is now a stu- 
dent at Phillips Exeter Academy in Exeter, New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Williams is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation and of its House of Delegates, representing 
Dade County; a member of the Florida Bar (President 
for 1962-63), and the Dade County Bar (past president 
of the latter, 1956-57); a member of the Miami Club, 
the Century Club, the Beach Colony Club, the Army 
and Navy Club of Coral Gables and the Riviera Coun- 
try Club of Coral Gables. At the University of Florida 
he was a member of Blue Key, honorary leadership 
society, and was a member of Beta Theta Pi, social 
fraternity, and Phi Alpha Delta, legal fraternity. His 
church is the Methodist; his recreation, golf. 


HARRY I. LIPTON 


The late Harry I. Lipton of Miami was a lawyer, 
financier and leader in Jewish community and Zionist 
affairs. 

Born in Poland December 6, 1897, and son of Isidor 
and Ida Lipton, he was brought to the United States as 
a child. His parents settled at Latrobe, Pennsylvania. 
After receiving his education in elementary and high 
schools, Harry Lipton attended the University of Pitts- 
burgh and graduated with honors. 

Prior to the close of World War I he became a mem- 
ber of the Engineers Corps and at the conclusion of the 
war attended Oxford University as a student of the 
American Expeditionary Forces. While in London he 
served for six months as secretary to the noted Moses 
Gaster, Chief Rabbi of the Sephardic Jews of Great 
Britain. 

Following his return home, Harry Lipton entered the 
Harvard Law School and graduated three years later. 
Together with his roommate, Baron de Hirsh Meyer, he 
travelled in Europe and North Africa, and spent four 
months in Palestine, where he was inspired by the la- 


[516] 


iW brother ttonniatact moni 29 leit ail) Yo ct 
af) wi bevier emul «NP Oh dW rel” 


whit? 2aw base .wrollittA Haid \yanA es holigly 
of vial baie avin lA dive eh aisetevo adiatin “aie 
bag 2isbein myleagmes ev cut@ Sear ods bevindo: 
ult to tbrO off lo tO enottaveoeh Mafovol ow? 
AMO ssifevad bee aocleiviG wight) esigmtl® dein 
“euInse lt brs soisM 272 te ykeO” aaifsil edt lo se 
betitan 6 wor ef of Jriveateod eset. Ge yohtoinS 
Jared erected 

vations tom eeniliW 16D 0 gent mot te ointW 
Wie wont eow odw uneifliW fo gated adr vd osthe 
gaiy! ecw oH .mzons a af of tue betrel baad peiiiesed 
raion mami W wre sido wahoo) oft oni of 
| seandubA oht yhibtny al bebswosne bel bait 
eloy oct} bevevouwih ofw al sow  vfinned eid baw 
val eory aeotiog od? io isla 


dios 
moll 


faleH jJ ton queallliW 11 JemotinitO ie et 7A 
lid els noth beneath sash onan Yn, ag ene W 
Of JimgA no 1 rol da hein gore yodT v2ontq 
iW an juxoT oipeinA at2 Ww avin A’ SPL 
ise W (liect) eciloanD bina dalebA lo rotdaweb'e ei 
“HA ae@ to yorsbroA woh dine? W sicdbary s 2i Kaz 
eelcad) dew wi sro amis’ snmuhied os SA oifol 


vido wd wxyluboi ade 
yaigaed ameod Inliswewgd 
bos Jooq yolotniiwe telly bouoia 
msi toe A Vatsvieae a a 
TS qadosvoel vote) ated pf ood 
virwwheo*. wien aqillii®l te teh 
 atdea ght 

~a/: “ehh nevitemnA of) Ys -+admeoa « at ecco’ ae 
viqos zeiegaleT to sayolt ei lv baa nosmde 
anew “wl abhivolT of) Yo exon « yy abel 
trebisory feng) safl vinweD ahell a? bien , (8@-E00! val 
Cul) imeiM sdt to aadrtreis 5 AYE-OeeL totinl oft lo 
von A ont dvs > yooleD. doaskl ott ani vite ott 
“miro sxsivill att bas aaideD leteD lo duiD yall bua 
ebinoll le giletovigl sa JA 2aldeD {e202 -d@lD. wt 
qudeivbesl yariotmad ,vew eulfl lo modem « enw od 
AZ sietT piel to yedmedt 6 asw..bas .yisioos 
‘“lirretwit lagol silo adglA id bap .yitnaptg? 
Moy ,cotiewrme eit jmibodigM oli ei. doauslo 


ean wie .chinsse urnigiey to 
(eigeil) wlimatoege «¢ a 
reawWs entevitinn cule 

AGW tewl b& 
“(2 b wen 22. TPs 
worl tox ra 


polit ne 


O92 


zi 


VOTILI J YRAAH 


eywerl £ zaw imal le oleh’ 1 yok ohal odT 
ineiS bes vines daiwel al vobsaol bas bigeoae 


bie te ce bry TSE Y ydeesoed baeled | 


an wate boalad sity od dMguord sew off ,polqi ie. 


se NAOT tor ie Ye bottiog efttowq 2iff, hide fe 


dygid bas Caitsawie mi acilesobs sid ytiviayes enh’ 


“Hh Io yelemvial ot bsbrotts, cdqul wright 


rioeail rica Bootudt bar 


slant nchinsitat ep aaAdwr te ache cle aed eee 
rat tadiee cae ee Beek 


; 


adi ty soleoginned eof te bem 


of My tesbote wee tierowtal thn 
oh | baad ai MAW xacicd : 

















“ Mae eCPM, 
MENS | 
pee 
ra ded 
main 


% ae ci aye 


eae 






naigied , <2eF 






















aiaye duo a Solin icra 
Leiria set ssn on VE ial Mi Agel z aclotak On 
AieY, wo ,noill. to sviisa aw . ide 


odw. ,lae8 theca) sniteinid > cine | 
vd apastt Avid 6 cow doo®. WM [SOE mb 
eniwt Yo slaxiag, asl Dum. doirdlid, eo , 

GEOL OL ling A dent . Sag 
sbisiavifl mom bassubery ; 
oct movt bas ,alyroot) ollivesaisO. 
reel at oonsio® yauiseM jo lo agsllod < 
Aoixd lift oft i recttet sid Atiw beveiaoeae 
to spblolayl smelisM, belie oH» 
ivied “middaueb.« vad yodt bas, wiersotil Dy 4! 

, ARSE, Spritan rice th 
~ tall zai snort balesbary 


ws teewell 1014 ea iy bia . si ald vo iz is 
BERL lo we - sik, “n 1 
” to 


Freon 7 
ng M9 






























went = ae 


aM ALLINW ARAL T. 


o iy A 
ae 






7 epee 7 aa 
% > Scone tess ‘ 7 : i 


LU 
> Y ae ar “Tr 
c 4 vygice i 


the: 


Pena Ei lt ET BE a SAD rey BO em nd ie ae 
. Ss gp MCT a WA Care 8 lige BRD 2 > ag 
Loc etent mn IM AG ee ; “ an A : ioe 5 . Dice foned Pe en ieke™ toe Sn ade nh te 
Se ee aT DEI PS SB 5 2 ease 2 : . : > 


asia. CK gupnit San Roa : 


otk Seeves ee 
Ce Ara Org ang 


> FSO ee 
Femara eed te ett ag 


Wyle, 








Oe ee ee en en Te ee 





& nana 


; F 
: 
‘ 
{ 
( 
‘ 

i 
 _ . 
= 
! 

y 


web ahs SSS IN a 


ake 


a dp yy iri: dino a 


} 
et< ede Vie 
; ‘ ty es ~ 4 bs 
my ke Fei ees Ue 
he — fs “i 


ya 


. ¥ ). 









7 





. “2, 


ee, = 


THE FAS YGO A STO Reon ORTDA 


bors and sacrifices of the early Zionist pioneers. He de- 
veloped an intense interest in Zionism, which remained 
a passion until his last day. 


Lipton began to practice law in Pittsburgh and came 
to Miami in 1925 in the interests of a client. Swept away 
by the excitement of the land boom, he decided to 
remain and opened a law office with Baron de Hirsh 
Meyer, who later became a city councilman of Miami 
Beach. 


Harry I. Lipton always had a penchant for finance 
and banking. As the real estate boom was breaking, he 
invested his last $5,000 in the Dollar Savings Bank of 
Miami. The bank examiners closed it ten days later. 
Yet this experience did not discourage him. During the 
depression the Miami Beach Bank and Trust Company 
closed its doors. Lipton organized a committee of the 
depositors and induced Philip Liberman, a retired 
businessman of New York, to purchase the bank assets 
from the state. Lipton became the attorney and director 
of the reopened bank, Out of small beginnings this in- 
stitution grew and paid off all the depositors who had 
money in the bank before it closed. Subsequently the 
name was changed to the Mercantile National Bank of 
Miami Beach. Today this bank has resources in the sum 
of $49,000,000 and is an important institution in the 
Florida banking system. 

Banking connections brought Mr. Lipton’s attention 
to the plans of the New Deal for initiating the chain of 
Federal Savings and Loan Associations. Among the first 
to apply for a charter, Lipton founded, in 1933, the 
Dade Federal Savings and Loan Association of Miami, 
which was the second of the Federal institutions organ- 
ized in the United States. The experiment succeeded 
and the initial investment of $7,500 has expanded to the 
resources of $170,000,000. When Harry I. Lipton died 
in 1936, his brother, Joseph Lipton, succéeded him and 
has remained president of the Dade Federal Savings 
and Loan Association of Miami. 

Several months before his passing, Lipton also ob- 
tained a charter for, and organized, the American Bank 
and Trust Company of Miami. After his death this bank 
passed into a different group and was ultimately ab- 
sorbed by the First National Bank of Miami. But his 
flair for organizing was not confined to banks. In 1935 
he had the Town of Surfside incorporated and became 
its first municipal judge. 

A strong sense of public welfare motivated Harry 
Lipton’s actions. After the 1926 hurricane he was a 
member of the Rehabilitation Committee which assisted 
those who sustained losses and needed help. Active in 
the Miami Zionist District, he attended national con- 
ventions and in 1935 was a delegate to the World Zionist 
Congress at Zurich, Switzerland. From 1930 to the year 
of his death, Lipton, together with Harry Simonhoff, 
conducted the annual campaigns which raised funds for 
the United Palestine Appeal and the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee. 

He assisted Louis Topkis of Wilmington, Delaware, in 
organizing the Beth Jacob Congregation on Miami 
Beach. This was the third synagogue in Greater Miami. 
Today the number exceeds forty. He served three terms 
as president of Beth Jacob Congregation and was a 
Mason, Shriner and a member of the B’nai B’rith. 

In 1930 Harry I. Lipton married Ethel Stern of Chi- 
cago. At the age of thirty-nine he died, on October 21, 


1936, in Mount Sinai Hospital, New York City, following 
an operation. Surviving him were his widow, Ethel 
Stern Lipton, his parents, his three brothers, Joseph M., 
Samuel, and Simon, his sister Helen, all of Miami. 


JOSEPH-M. LIPTON 


President of one of the first thirty-five largest Fed- 
eral Savings and Loan Associations in the United 
States, Joseph M. Lipton has been an outstanding 
leader in community business, civic and fraternal ac- 
tivity since his arrival in Miami in 1925. As one of the 
founders and head of Dade Federal Savings and Loan 
Association of Miami, he has guided that institution in 
continuous and successful growth until its resources 
are now over 175 million dollars. Today the Associa- 
tion has five offices serving Dade County. 

Son of Isidor (a merchant) and Ida Lipton, both 
born in Poland in 1874, Joseph M. Lipton was born 
September 9, 1900, in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, where he 
attended public and high school. He graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1922 with the degree 
of Bachelor of Science in Economics. 

For a brief time after coming to Miami in 1925, 
Joseph Lipton was identified with the real estate ac- 
tivity of the period. However, he soon turned to life 
insurance and later to general insurance, founding the 
J. M. Lipton Insurance Agency, Inc. This agency has 
steadily progressed until it is now one of the leading 
insurance agencies in Miami. Mr, Lipton holds a Char- 
tered Life Underwriter degree (C.L.U.), a professional 
insurance degree. 

He is a past president of the Florida Savings and 
Loan League, has served as Florida Director of the 
United States Savings and Loan League, and is a mem- 
ber of the latter’s Federal Savings and Loan Insurance 
Corporation Law and Regulations Committee. 

In civic organizations he is a member of the Miami 
Kiwanis Club, the American Legion, the Citizens Com- 
mittee of the University of Miami, and has served in 
the Dade County Chapter of the American Red Cross 
as treasurer and as General Chairman ol the 1951 
Fund Drive. 

He is a trustee of Mount Sinai Hospital, a life mem- 
ber of Y.M.H.A., a patron of the Outstanding Citizens 
Awards for Sholem Lodge of B’nai B’rith, and is presi- 
dent of Temple Emanu-El. He was appointed chairman 
of the 1961 Greater Miami Combined Jewish Appeal 
campaign and was a member of the Seventh United 
Jewish Appeal Study Mission to Rome and Israel, 
which took place in October 1960. 

He also holds membership in the James Carnell 
Masonic Lodge, the Scottish Rite, Mahi Temple and 
the Ancient Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. His 
college fraternity is Pi Lambda Phi, and he is an active 
director of the University of Pennsylvania Alumni 
Club, Golf is his hobby. 

In Paterson, New Jersey, on September 24, 1933, 
Joseph M. Lipton married Anne Abrash, daughter of 
Samuel and Rose Abrash, natives of Poland, who was 
born in Paterson, New Jersey, January 22, 1907. The 
Liptons reside in Miami Beach at 651 47th Street. They 
have a son and a daughter, both born in Miami, both 
married: Ronald A. Lipton, born June 28, 1934, and 
Mrs. Harriet Harris, born December 28, 1936. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


GEORGE THOMAS BAILEY, JR. 


One of the fifteen Young Presidents of South Florida 
who head million dollar businesses, G. Tom Bailey, Jr. 
is president of Bailey’s Lumber Yards, Inc., which was 
founded by his father in 1925. In order to belong to 
the 1300-member national Young Presidents Organiza- 
tion, a man must head a business which grosses a 
million dollars a year, have at least fifty employees, 
and be ready to retire when he is forty-nine. Members 
of the YPO are necessarily ambitious, capable, inde- 
pendent and hard working young men. 

Born in Miami December 20, 1925, G. Tom Bailey, 
Jr., is a son of G, Tom, Sr., who died in Miami January 
30, 1960, at the age of seventy-one. Tom Jr.’s mother, 
Bessie Lott Bailey, died in March 1960 and is buried 
in Douglas, Georgia, her birthplace. 

George Thomas Bailey, Sr. was born on a farm in 
Sun Hill, Georgia. His father, also Tom Bailey, ran a 
saw mill and lumber yard in Brunswick, Georgia, and 
there the son served his apprenticeship in the lumber 
business. He later had a saw mill in Alabama and 
served as a deputy sheriff in that state. Coming to 
Miami, Florida, in 1924, he established his lumber 
yard in the peak of the Florida boom and served as its 
president until his death. 

Mr. Bailey, Sr. was a self-educated man and well 
read. He was a 32nd degree Mason of the Scottish Rite, 
a member of the Miami lodge and Mahi Temple Shrine, 
and a member of the Riviera Country Club of Coral 
Gables. In addition to his Miami residence at 1615 
Micanopy Avenue, he had a home in Flat Rock, North 
Carolina. 

G. Tom Bailey Jr. graduated from Miami High 
School in 1941 and from the University of Florida in 
1949, meanwhile serving in the United States Air Force 
in World War II from 1943 to 1945. He was a flight 
engineer on a B-29 with the rank of sergeant first 
class. 

On completing his education young Mr. Bailey en- 
tered his father’s business and succeeded to the presi- 
dency of the firm upon the death of his father in 1960. 
Bailey’s Lumber’ Yards, Inc. has four yards in South 
Florida and employs approximately 100 people. 

Mr. Bailey is a director of the Florida Lumber and 
Building Material Dealers Association, and is past 
president of the Reserve Supply of Florida, Inc. In 
addition to his membership in the YPO, he is a mem- 
ber of Miami Kiwanis Club, the Riviera Country Club 
of Coral Gables, the Hole-in-One-Club, and Phi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity of the University of Florida. 

He has four children: 

1. Joyce, born at Gainesville, Florida, March 20, 1947, 

2. George Thomas, IV, born at Gainesville, February 
7, 1949. 

3. Barbara Jeanette, born in Miami, July 1, 1952. 

4, Elizabeth Patricia, born in Miami, March 27, 1957. 

Joyce is a student at the Ponce de Leon Junior High 
School, Coral Gables. Tom IV and Barbara are at- 
tending the Sunset Elementary School. 

Mr. Bailey is now married to Katherine A. Raich 
of Miami. 


LELAND J. MEDINA 


National Bakers Service, Inc., makers of “Hollywood” 
bread, is one of the nation’s pioneers in the field of 
low calorie products. Formerly based in Chicago, the 


firm moved its headquarters to Hollywood, Florida, in 
June 1961, in line with its expansion program. The 
company now licenses about 260 baking concerns in 
the United States and Canada for the use of its fran- 
chised products. Mrs. Eleanor R. Hansberry, founder 
and president of the firm, is a local resident. 

The executive vice president of National Bakers 
Service, Inc., Leland J. Medina, who is also a member 
of the Board of Directors and the Executive Commit- 
tee, has been with the company since 1945. He was 
appointed executive vice president and general man- 
ager at the board meeting June 16, 1961. Previously 
he had wide experience in sales management. with 
several concerns. 

Born in Modesto, California, November 29, 1896, he 
is a son of Frank J., a native of France, and Catherine 
(Magee) Medina, a native of Ireland, who came to the 
United States in the 19th century. His father, who was 
a linguist, speaking many languages, subsequently 
moved to Modesto, California, and operated a grocery 
business there. For a brief period he tried prospecting 
in Alaska. He died in 1914; his wife in 1928. 

Leland Medina graduated from Modesto High School 
in 1913 and from the University of California in 1918 
with a Bachelor of Science degree. He served in the 
first World War, 1917 to 1919, as a Second Lieutenant 
in the Sanitary Corps at United States Army General 
Hospital #21, Denver, Colorado, where he served as 
Registrar and Commanding Officers of Patients. At 
that time this was the largest Army hospital for tu- 
berculosis in the United States. For a short time fol- 
lowing his discharge, Mr. Medina was athletic coach 
in the Rocky Mountain Division of the American Red 
Cross. 

His career as a salesman began in 1920 and by the 
end of that year he was national sales manager for 
the Green River Division of Schoenhofer Company of 
Chicago. From 1922 to 1925 he was sales manager and 
executive secretary of R. Stutrke Company of Chi- 
cago, manufacturers of machinery. From 1925 to 1934 
he was with the Trustee System Service Company of 
Chicago, starting as field trainee and winding up as 
general sales manager. From 1935 to 1937 he was na- 
tional sales manager for Dartnell Corporation of Chi- 
cago; 1937 to 1939, regional sales manager covering 
New England in the Appliance Division of Brunswick 
Blake Collender Company; and, finally, 1939 to 1945, 
national sales manager in the Stenotype Division of 
LaSalle Extension University. 

In 1945 he came to National Bakers Service, Inc. of 
Chicago as director of franchise sales. In 1948 he was 
made a vice president and board member of the firm, 
and in 1958 he became senior vice president and a 
member of the Executive Committee, later being elect- 
ed executive vice president and general manager. 

Mr. Medina has been married twice; first to Florence 
Sengpiel of Chicago, who died in 1947. His present wife 
was Amy E, Williamson, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Samuel P. Williamson of Fairfield, Iowa. She is a grad- 
uate of the University of Iowa with a Bachelor of 
Science degree and also has a Master’s degree in Social 
Science from Columbia University. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


TULLY F. DUNLAP 


The Riverside Bank in Miami completed the first 
twenty years of its existence on May 19, 1961. Founded 
by Calvin Oak, one of the state’s pioneer bankers, who 
served as President and Chairman of the Board until 
his death on December 8, 1952, the bank was built and 
continues to operate on the sound, conservative prin- 
ciples of banking in which Mr. Oak was schooled, but 
at the same time maintains a friendly understanding 
and personal relationship between management, per- 
sonnel and: customers. In the years since 1941 there 
have been many changes and much progress. Through 
hurricanes, wars, booms and recessions, the bank has 
maintained a steady course and continued to grow. The 
officers and personnel like to feel that Riverside Bank 
is a personal friend to its many customers, and believe 
that the faith of its depositors is reflected in its growth 
over the past twenty years. 


Tully F. Dunlap, who succeeded Mr. Oak as Presi- 
dent of Riverside Bank, has been with the institution 
since its organization in 1941. He was born in Midland 
City, Alabama, October 22, 1916, son of Charles H. and 
Verlon M. (Avant) Dunlap, both also natives of Ala- 
bama. His father, who was in the life insurance busi- 
ness and retired in 1960, moved the family to Miami 
in 1925. Tully Dunlap graduated from Miami Edison 
Senior High School and attended evening classes at 
the University of Miami. 


His banking career began in 1935 at the First Na- 
tional Bank of Miami, where he worked for five years, 
leaving there to join the new Riverside Bank as 
Cashier. Having been promoted to Vice-President and 
then to Executive Vice-President, he was elected Pres- 
ident following the death of Mr. Oak in December, 
1952, and was at that time the youngest bank president 
in the State of Florida. , 

Among the Riverside Bank’s amusing and amazing 
experiences during the first twenty years was one in 
which Mr. Dunlap “starred,” and for which he re- 
ceived nation-wide recognition. In 1954 he captured 
a bank robber by tackling him as he was about to 
leave with a sack containing $20,000. There have been 
false alarms, when an employee inadvertently tripped 
an alarm and scores of policemen converged upon the 
scene. It was comforting to know that they could get 
there in a hurry if needed. Under this category also 
was the time a baby was born in the bank’s parking 
lot, with the policeman guard assisting in the delivery. 
Then there was the case of the lady who when asked 
by the teller to identify herself pulled out her false 
teeth. Her name was engraved on the upper plate. 

During World War II Mr. Dunlap served three years 
in the United States Army and saw action in the China- 
Burma-India theater of operations; discharged in 1946 
with the rank of sergeant. 

He is chairman of the Dade County Bankers Asso- 
ciation, second vice-president of the Florida Bankers 
Association, and vice-president of the Independent 
Bankers of Florida. A charter member and past presi- 
dent of the Kiwanis Club of Southwest Miami, he is 
also a past Lieutenant Governor of Division 11, Flor- 
ida District of Kiwanis International. He is a member 
of the Hospital Advisory Board of Dade County, the 
Board of Directors of the Boys Club of Miami, and the 
Board of Deacons of Shenandoah Presbyterian Church; 


also a member of Biscayne Bay F. and A. M. Lodge_ 


#124, the Scottish Rite and Mahi Temple Shrine. Gar- 


dening, tennis, and swimming are his favorite recrea- 
tions. 

Tully F. Dunlap married Mary Doughton Miller, 
daughter of Anne R. (Rhoads) and John C. Miller of 
Miami. Mr. Miller is retired. Mrs. Dunlap wos born in 
Delaware and graduated from Miami Senior High 
School. The Dunlaps have two children, both born in 
Miami: Robert F., born February 19, 1950, and Mary 
Elizabeth (Betsy), born November 4, 1953. Both go to 
Palmetto Elementary School, Miami. 

When Mr. Dunlap took over the office of President 
of the Riverside Bank in 1952, Mrs. Flavia deCamp 
Oak, widow of Calvin Oak, became Chairman of the 
Board. The Senior Vice-President is Vernor L. Lowe, 
who has had more than thirty years banking experi- 
ence. Other members of the Board of Directors are 
O. B. Simmons, Jr., a partner in the law firm of Mer- 
shon, Sawyer, Johnston, Simmons and Dunwody, legal 
counsel for the bank; and A. M. Tyler, who was asso- 
ciated with the original Tanner’s Grocery Stores until 
he founded his own restaurant chain, “Tyler’s,’ now 
numbering four, These distinguished persons bring to 
the Board their combined knowledge of business, bank- 
ing, law and people, and determine the policies that 
help the bank to grow and prosper as well as give the 
best possible service to its customers and stockholders. 


JAMES W. BURDIN 


The Executive Vice-President of the Greater Miami 
Federal Savings and Loan Association, James W. Bur- 
din, has held that position since the bank opened in 
1954. He is also a director of the institution. 

Mr. Burdin was born in Miami January 26, 1926, 
son of the Miami merchant, Howard Lee Burdin, a 
native of Selma, Alabama, who came to Florida during 
the boom of 1925. The father was a sergeant in the 
famous Rainbow Division during the first World War 
and was wounded in the Battle of Chateau-Thierry. 
James’s mother was Elizabeth Rivers, a native of Mont- 
gomery, Alabama. 

James Burdin graduated from Miami High School 
in 1943 and from the University of North Carolina in 
1947 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, meanwhile serv- 
ing in the United States Navy during World War I, 
1944 to 1945, as an apprentice seaman. 

From 1947 to 1954 Mr. Burdin was associated with 
the Miami Certified Public Accountant firm of Ring, 
Mahony and Arner, and in 1951 became a member of 
the American Institute of Accountants. When the 
Greater Miami Federal Savings and Loan Association 
opened its doors in June 1954, Mr. Burdin became 
identified with this institution as Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent and Director. Since then the bank has registered 
phenomenal growth. During the year 1960 savings 
increased by more than $5,000,000, keeping this insti- 
tution in the forefront of the South’s fastest-growing 
savings and loan associations. 

Mr. Burdin is a member of the downtown Miami 
Kiwanis Club, the Miami University Club, Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity, and Coral Gables Presbyterian 
Church. Golf is his recreation. 

On April 14, 1956, in Coral Gables, James M. Burdin 
married Ann Marshall, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Marshall of Columbus, Ohio. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


LINDSEY HOPKINS 


Prominent in the investment and securities business 
in Miami, Lindsey Hopkins, Chairman of the Board of 
the Security Trust Company, has been a resident of 
Miami since 1935 and was formerly in the investment 
business in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Son of Lindsey and Lenora (Balsley) Hopkins, he was 
born in Greensboro, North Carolina, March 10, 1908. His 
family having moved to Georgia, he attended the Uni- 
versity of Georgia from 1927 to 1929. 

His first employment was in the field of sales and 
service in the Advertising Department of the Coca-Cola 
Company in Atlanta, Georgia, in which employment he 
spent two years. He first came to Miami in 1931 as As- 
sistant Manager of Lindsey Hopkins, Properties, an in- 
vestment of his father’s. Returning to Atlanta in 1933, 
he entered the Investment Department of Courts and 
Company, a member of the New York Stock Exchange, 
and was there until 1935, when he became manager of 
the Miami Beach branch of the investment firm of 
Abbott, Proctor and Paine, also a member of the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

From 1945 to 1959 Mr. Hopkins was president of the 
Montauk Beach Company, Inc., Long Beach, New York. 
He is a director as well as Chairman of the Board of 
Security Trust Company of Miami and is also a director 
of the Carl G. Fisher Corporation, the Sperry Corpora- 
tion, and the Coca-Cola Company. 

Mr. Hopkins is a trustee of the Good Samaritan 
Clinic in Atlanta, Georgia a member of the Peachtree 
Golf Club, Piedmont Driving Club and Capital City 
Club, all of Atlanta. In Miami Beach he is a member of 
the Surf Club and the LaGorce Country Club. Golf 
is his favorite recreation. His biographical outline ap- 
pears in “Who’s Who in America.” 

On April 2, 1932, Lindsey Hopkins married Dorothy 
Smith, daughter of James Allen and Nannette (Carter) 
Smith. Mrs. Hopkins attended Brenau College in Gaines- 
ville, Georgia, and Wesleyan College in Macon. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hopkins have two sons, Hugh Lindsey and 
Carter Wayne. 

Hugh Lindsey Hopkins, born in Miami March 3, 1936, 
graduated from McCallie Military School, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, and from the University of Georgia in 1961 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree. On December 20, 1960, 
he married Lilly Rebecca Wilson of Augusta, Georgia. 
He is now with the Trust Company of Georgia at At- 
lanta. 

Carter Wayne Hopkins, born in Miami April 7, 1940, 
also graduated from McCallie Military School and is 
now a student at the University of Georgia. 


OSCAR F. MILLER 


President and Director of Security Trust Company 
of Miami, Oscar F. Miller is also President of the Carl 
G. Fisher Corporation of Miami, and until recently was 
Executive Vice-President and Director of the Montauk 
Beach Company of Long Island, New York. 

Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, March 10, 1902, Mr. 
Miller is a son of Oscar F. and Susie K. (Riddle) Miller. 
His father operated a chain of theatres in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota. He died in 1905; his widow, in 1947. 

Oscar Miller attended St. John’s Military Academy 
at Delefield, Wisconsin, and Columbus High School] in 
Columbus, Georgia; also the University of Georgia, 
where he studied law and graduated with an LL.B. 


degree in 1925. From 1926 to 1938 he served as As- 
sistant Counsel for The Coca Cola Company in Atlanta. 

Mr. Miller came to Miami in 1938 and was one of 
the organizers of the Security Trust Company, which 
he has served as president from its foundation to the 
present date. It was in 1938, also, that he became Ex- 
ecutive Vice-President and a director of the Montauk 
Beach Company of Long Island, New York, which 
position he held until 1959. 

Mr. Miller retains his membership in the Georgia 
Bar Association and in the Piedmont-Driving Club of 
Atlanta, Georgia. Locally he is a member of the Com- 
mittee of One Hundred, St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
of Coral Gables, the Riviera Country Club of Coral 
Gables, the Surf Club, Century Club, and Coral Har- 
bour Yacht Club of Nassau. 

He was married in Atlanta on January 6, 1934, to 
Mary Phillips Orme, daughter of Frank and Mary 
(Phillips) Orme. Mrs. Miller attended Washington 
Seminary in Atlanta. 

The Millers have two children, born in Miami: 

1. Oscar F. Miller, Jr., born October 6, 1941; a grad- 
uate of Sewanee Military Academy and now a student 
at the University of Miami. 

2. Philip Orme Miller, born May 9, 1945; a student 
at Coral Gables High School. 


C. CLYDE ATKINS 


Prominent in the legal profession, C. Clyde Atkins 
of Miami served as president of the Dade County Bar 
Association in 1954-55 and as president of The Florida 
Bar in 1960-61. 

Mr. Atkins was born in Washington, D.C., November 
23, 1914, son of C. C. and Marguerite (Criste) Atkins. 
His mother is living in Miami. His father died in 1929. 
A druggist, he operated a pharmacy in Miami for nine 
years and formerly was a druggist in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. 

Attending local parochial and public schools, C. 
Clyde Atkins graduated from Miami High School in 
1931, attended the University of Miami, and continued 
his education at the University of Florida, where he 
received his Bachelor of Laws degree in June of 1936. 

For the first four and a half years of his career he 
practiced law in Stuart, Florida. Returning to Miami in 
1941, he served the City of Miami as Associate 
Municipal Judge in the years 1946 to 1948. Steadily and 
unobtrusively he rose to a position of prominence in his 
profession. 

In addition to his membership in the county bar as- 
sociation and the state bar, Mr. Atkins is a member of 
the American Bar Association and of its House of 
Delegates. He is a Fellow in the American College of 
Trial Lawyers. 

At the University of Florida he was a member of 
the Blue Key honorary service fraternity; also of Phi 
Kappa Tau social fraternity and Tau Kappa Alpha, 
forensic fraternity. In civic and social groups, he is a 
member of the Miami Kiwanis Club, the Coral Gables 
Country Club, and the Little Flower Church of Coral 
Gables. Photography is his hobby. 

On January 18, 1937, at Gesu Church in Miami, C. 
Clyde Atkins married Esther Castillo of Miami, daugh- 
ter of Joseph A. and Juliana (Diaz) Castillo. Mrs. 
Atkins is a graduate of Gesu High School, Miami. The 
Atkins family includes: 

1. Sister Mary Carla, O.P., born in Stuart, Florida, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


September 16, 1939, a graduate of St. Theresa High 
School, Coral Gables. 

2. Carla Atkins, born in Miami April 20, 1942, a grad- 
uate of Rosarian Academy, West Palm Beach, and now 
a student at Loyola University, New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana. 

3. C. Clyde Atkins, Jr., born May 10, 1944, a student 
at Christopher Columbus High School. 


M. LEWIS HALL 


A prominent Miami attorney and successful cattle 
rancher, M. Lewis Hall of the law firm of Hall and 
Hedrick, has been a resident of Miami since 1932. Prior 
to that he practiced his profession in Fort Lauderdale 
for more than a decade, during which time he served 
as Municipal Judge and City Attorney of Fort Lau- 
derdale. 

He was born in Greensboro, Georgia, June 14, 1900, 
son of Guy W. and Lillie E. (Lewis) Hall. His mother 
died in 1903. His father, a retired farmer and merchant 
and former County Clerk of Greene County, Georgia, 
is living at St. Simons, Georgia. 

M. Lewis Hall graduated from Greensboro High 
School in 1917 and from the University of Georgia Law 
School in 1919 with an LL.B. degree. Admitted to the 
bar the same year, he began his practice in Greens- 
boro but before the year was out moved to Fort Lau- 
derdale, Florida. In 1932 he moved to Miami and has 
carried on a successful general practice of law there 
since then. He and his three sons own the Hall Build- 
ing in which their offices are located. 

Mr. Hall is a director of Belcher Oil Company of 
Miami and its subsidiaries. Cattle raising has been an 
avocation of his since 1937. He owns three ranches, 
located in Charlotte, DeSoto and Glades counties and 
has about 2,000 head of cattle, specializing in the Santa 
Gertrudis breed. 

In World War I Lewis Hall was a private in the In- 
fantry of the United States Army. In World War II 
he served for three years in the Army Air Corps with 
the top rank of Major and saw action in England and 
in Africa. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, and the Dade County Bar Association; a 
32nd degree Mason, member of the Royal Arch Masons 
and Jesters and of Mahi Temple Shrine; an Elk of Fort 
Lauderdale Lodge; a member of the Riviera Country 
Club; an active Democrat and a Baptist. Hunting and 
fishing are his favorite sports. 

On August 2, 1923, M. Lewis Hall married Mary 
Frances Dawson, daughter of the late Frank L. and 
Mollie (Thomas) Dawson of Elsberry, Missouri. Mrs. 
Hall, a graduate of the University of Missouri, is 1961- 
62 President of the Florida Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. 

The three sons of Mr. and Mrs. Hall were all born 
in Fort Lauderdale: 

1. M. Lewis Hall, Jr., on August 14, 1924. 

2. Frank D. Hall, on October 14, 1927. 

3. Vincent T. Hall, on August 2, 1932. 

All three are lawyers and members of their father’s 
firm. All graduated from Coral Gables High School. 
M. Lewis, Jr. received his A.B. degree from Princeton 
University in 1947 and his LL.B. from Harvard Law 
School in 1950. Frank graduated from Duke University 
with an A.B. in 1949 and from the University of Flor- 


ida Law School in 1951. Vincent also earned his Bach- 
elor of Arts degree at Duke University, graduating in 
1954, and studied law at the University of Miami, 
graduating in 1958. 


WILLIAM C. STEEL 


William C. Steel, a member of the firm of Scott, Mc- 
Carthy, Preston, Steel and Giileland, is president of 
Dade County Bar Association for the year 1961-62. 

He was born in Cincinnati, Iowa, February 6, 1916, son 
of David Steel, a retired merchant, and Myrtle Stickler 
Steel, who died in 1954. 

After graduating from Iowa Falls High School (1933), 
and Ellsworth Junior College (1935), he entered Grin- 
nell College, Grinnell, Iowa, where he received a Bache- 
lor of Arts degree in 1938, and took his legal studies at 
Harvard Law School, graduating in 1941, with the LL.B. 
degree. Thereafter he took additional studies at the 
University of Miami. During World War II he served 
as a Warrant Officer in the Judge Advocate General’s 
Department, attached to the Air Transport Command 
of the United States Army Air Force, from 1943 to 1946. 

At Miami, Florida, in 1946, Mr. Steel commenced his 
practice of law with the firm of Loftin, Anderson, Scott, 
McCarthy and Preston. He became a member of the 
firm in 1951, and is now a partner in its successor, the 
firm having undergone the usual name changes in the 
history of a law firm. 

Mr. Steel is a member of the New York Bar (ad- 
mitted 1942), the Florida Bar (admitted 1946), the 
American Bar Association, the American Judicature So- 
ciety, and is a Fellow of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers. He has served on the Board of Directors of the 
Dade County Bar Association, of which he is currently 
president. 

He is also a member of the Board of Directors of Con- 
sumers Water Company; has been General Counsel for 
Peninsular and Occidental Steamship Company since 
1956; and was Division Solicitor for the Florida East 
Coast Railway Company from 1956 to 1960. He is a past 
Commander of the Miami Springs post of the American 
Legion and past president of Grace Lutheran Church 
of Miami Springs (1958). 

In Iowa Falls, Iowa, on August 24, 1940, William C. 
Steel married Margaret Gordon, daughter of Dr. L. E. 
and Bess Gordon. Mrs. Steel is a graduate of Stephens 
College, Columbia, Missouri (1936), and of Grinnell 
College, where she received an A.B. degree in 1938. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steel have one daughter, Jane Gordon 
Steel, born in Miami, Florida, on May 9, 1946. She is now 
a student at Hialeah High School. 


L. ALLEN MORRIS 


A member and past president of the Florida chapter 
of the Young Presidents Organization, L. Allen Morris 
of Miami, founder and president of The Allen Morris 
Company, real estate and property management, and 
of The Allen Morris Mortgage Company, is also presi- 
dent and director of nineteen other real estate com- 
panies or corporations and of a shopping center, North- 
side Center, Inc.; chairman of the board and director 
of an insurance agency, Fincher Agency, Inc.; director 
of Piedmont Southern Life Insurance Company, and 
of The Metropolitan Bank of Miami. He is also presi- 
dent and director of The Allen Morris Foundation, a 
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charitable organization, and is a member of numerous 
professional, civic, educational, religious and social 
organizations. 

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, January 7, 1914, he is a 
son of the late Lonnie Allen Morris (died 1936) and 
Winnie (Calbeck) Morris, who is living in Los Angeles, 
California. He was graduated from Boys High School, 
Atlanta, in 1932, and from Georgia School of Tech- 
nology in 1936 with a B.S. degree in General Science. 

From 1936 to 1939 he was with Vick Chemical Com- 
pany of New York in their sales division; 1939 to 1940, 
was Advertising Manager for Haverty Furniture Com- 
pany, Atlanta; and in 1940 established his own adver- 
tising agency in Atlanta. This enterprise was inter- 
rupted by World War II. 


Entering the United States Navy in 1941 as an En- 
sign, he was promoted and served in the European 
and Africa-Mediterranean theater of operations until 
1946, earning a commendation from the late Secretary 
of the Navy, James Forrestal, and is now a Captain 
in the United States Naval Reserve. 

After the war Allen Morris was Advertising Man- 
ager for Scripto, Inc. at Atlanta, Georgia, for one year; 
then became associated with the Keyes Company of 
Miami and was president of that company until April 
of 1958, at which time he organized The Allen Morris 
Company. 

The other real estate companies of which Mr. Morris 
is president and director are: Daytona Beach Proper- 
ties, Inc., Dollar Realty Company, Kemo Corporation, 
Lummus Island, Inc., Mark I. Realty Corporation, Mid- 
town Properties, Inc., Allen Morris Associates, Inc., 


‘Morris Realty Company, Northside Properties, Inc., 


Panama Properties, Inc., Ridgewood Properties, Inc., 
South Florida Properties, Inc., Southdale Center, Inc., 
Southwest Properties, Inc., The Right Investment Cor- 
poration, 300 Third Corporation, West Garden Corpora- 
tion, West Palm Properties, Inc., and Wilmo Company. 

He is a member of the following professional organi- 
zations: Miami Board of Realtors, Florida Board of 
Realtors, National Association of Real Estate Boards, 
National Institute of Real Estate Brokers (past vice 
president and governor), National Institute of Real 
Estate Management (CPM), American Society of Real 
Estate Counselors, American Society of Appraisers, 
Society of Residential Appraisers, International Traders 
Club, Mortgage Bankers Association of Greater Miami, 
and Mortgage Bankers Association of Florida. 

In civic organizations he is a member of the Dade 
County (past director) and Florida Chambers of Com- 
merce, the Government Research Council of Dade 
County, the Economic Society of South Florida, Miami 
Rotary Club and Rotary International, University of 
Miami Citizens Board (past officer and director), Good- 
will Industries (director), United Fund (director), 


_ Dade County Chapter of the American Red Cross (di- 


rector and past chapter chairman), American National 
Red Cross (Governor), Selective Service Division of 
the U.S. Naval Reserve, Miami (past C.O.), The Or- 
ange Bowl Committee, Florida Presbyterian College 
(trustee and treasurer), Granada Presbyterian Church 
(Elder and chairman of Building Committee). 

He is a past president of the Miami Georgia Tech 
Club and a member of the following fraternities of 
Georgia Tech: Pi Kappa Phi, Omicron Delta Kappa, 
Anak Society and Pi Delta Sigma. His social clubs 
include: The Committee of One Hundred, The Miami 
Club, El Centro Club, Riviera Country Club, Coral 


Gables Country Club, The River Club of Jacksonville, 
The Commerce Club of Atlanta, The Capital City Club 
of Atlanta, Piedmont Driving Club of Atlanta, and The 
Army-Navy Club of Washington, D.C. 

On February 28, 1940, in Atlanta, Georgia, L. Allen 
Morris married Ida Martha Akers, daughter of Wil- 
liam and Ida (King) Akers of Atlanta, and a graduate 
of Gunston Hall, Washington, D.C. Mrs. Morris is a 
member of the Junior League and president of Women 
of the Church of Granada Presbyterian Church of 
Coral Gables. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris are the parents of three children: 

1. Ida Akers Morris, born July 4, 1941, at Charleston, 
South Carolina, graduated from Coral Gables High 
School and is now a student at Randolph-Macon Col- 
lege, Lynchburg, Virginia. 

2. Kathryn C. Morris, born February 16, 1945, at 
Clearwater, Florida; a student at Coral Gables High 
School. 

3. William Allen Morris, born April 11, 1952, at Coral 
Gables, Florida; a student at David Fairchild Elemen- 
tary School. 


JOHN GRAVES THOMPSON 


A member of the law firm of Smathers, Thompson 
and Dyer, John Graves Thompson has been practicing 
law in Miami since 1932, following his father in the 
profession, and has played an active part in the civic 
life of Greater Miami, including a term as Mayor of 
Miami Shores. 

He was born in Bement, Illinois, October 23, 1906, 
son of George Mershon and Lois (Graves) Thompson. 
His mother, daughter of Dr. E. H. and Amelia (Mat- 
thews) Graves, was also born in Illinois. His father, 
son of Dr. George W. Thompson, a dentist, and Alice 
A. (Ramsey) Thompson, both natives of Washington 
County, Pennsylvania, was born in Lanark, Illinois, 
March 7, 1875. A graduate of the University of Illinois, 
he practiced law in Bement until 1925, when he moved 
his family to Miami, Florida. There he distinguished 
himself as one of the ablest attorneys in South Florida. 
He died September 12, 1939. 

John G. Thompson graduated from Bement Town- 
ship High School in 1924 and attended the University 
of Illinois for one year. Coming to Florida with his 
parents in 1925, he completed his college education in 
1928 at the University of Florida, where he was a Blue 
Key man and a member of Delta Tau Delta fraternity. 
He studied Jaw at the University of Florida and was 
admitted to the Florida bar in 1932. For seven years 
he practiced law with his father as a member of the 
firm of Thompson and Thompson. After the death of 
his father in 1939 he continued his practice independ- 
ently until August of 1941, At that time the firm of 
Smathers, Thompson, Maxwell and Dyer was formed, 
with offices at 1301 duPont Building, where the present 
firm of Smathers, Thompson and Dyer continues to 
conduct a general practice of law. 

Mr. Thompson is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, and the Dade County Bar 
Association. In 1958 he received an honorary Doctor 
of Laws degree from Barry College, which also con- 
ferred upon him its Laudare medal. 

Influential in civic affairs, Mr. Thompson is an active 
Democrat and was elected Mayor of Miami Shores for 
the year 1943-44, He was president of the Welfare 
Planning Council of Dade County (1959-60); a mem- 


[524] 


ofivnvelsel lo dulD savitt of? dul. 


dulD git ietiqe) of te dul”) bocce, 


wiT bos wen a dul grivin doom wtaalA te 
A notgaiiesW to dufd vad yer 
nollA uJ LS (nireA id O81 RE vines nO 


“li! Yo waiifgueh wodA eda abl bsivam ana - 


etaubem e« bac 2ineA ie 2eaA (gai) wht bac mali 
aa etoM 2M O.0 wotgnidenW fcH nowruD lo 
namoW to terobivend bas svyend yofawl 31) lo yoderom 
i dowd> cab atydaontt abonan? lo dure) alt to 
2iide) lesoD 

‘tesblicds cod? to eineted oir ete alo aM bos aM 

otestiad) te LM }-vivl mod sil grdd ob! 
dyild aided [aro moti batanbery pollo) fie! 
ed somsM-dalabyal te inobuta a wan ai bre toariot 
wee yrosdricoret syol 

‘irae! “OS avritaal & 
<chindl# votnwraeld 
loa diow’ 

[ntoD je S80? tf aA preiod ano nallfA oetlliW ¢ 
-sumela Stideiz™ dived +4 tiebule a cable! psided 
‘oo tu® vent 


m ce! 
dyilt ewoidei)> intel 


russe t mrad 
tw Neabole 6 


YORIMOHT BS VARI VOL 


hoeamedT .2vwilteni2 Yo mmf wal efi Io tedmom A 
oninitoniG mod ead noaqeod? gevrid adot savd bem 
ot Si iedtel sid yedwotiot SEGt sonlx teneih ni wal 
givto adi ni tragq ovitos ne fe yveiq wal baw .cioiseolowy 
lo tovel4 ax crvet «¢ yoihuloet ipast tained Io ott 
pevote inant hi 
MRE Bf +adotoO  zionitfl 1nenwe of mod tew oh 


noaimodl (gover) eod bas notetsl4 egmec? Io moe 
~toth) ailerA bea 2 2d to widussh dion cil 
tovetD (awed 
noecmodt VW ontooD AC to Roe 
soviden fHiod ,camodT (vee) A 
sronilft ,dakacd’ ood saw  ainaviyenned gamed 
tiotillf Yo wiigiaviaU edt lo sinvhoer, A .<T8] 3 dota 
bovor: ot mathw 2200 iting taomod ai wei hestionrg of 
hoszivuniteth of ovedT abtiolt ,inmiM of ylicnal eid 
sbirotT dinee ai evotrratie holds odt-io ecto ee Meamid 
260t Sl redenstqe?® boil oH 
wot tnemell mot bomebwig noegatedT 2) aet 
vieovicd cl) bobsaosie ban PSOY mi tbedo® rinthl gine 
aint Witw ofisold of YsinwD- ey wre sot eianllit Yo 
ni consoulos s9oties vit betelqmos od CSO! on wasieg 
aI s esw of svertw obcrol4 lo ubievevial of? ta BSUL 
voitcretet? etic ust atlod lo widen o'has nen yo 
vaw bre abitol lo yiszevin’l off Ja wel Dotherte oH 
wieey iovee 16% S801 at acd obisel oft of .beiitirabs 
ott o ‘edenora « ee todtel cid ditiw wal bepilsitig od 
to sheob oft NA cozqmodT bee noeqmod?, to ami 
“baoyebal ssitesq aid beurdinoy. of R8Q! mi odie} aul 
lo sath ef? omit ind} JA LPL Yo deguaA lpew yline 
herwmw? eaw ryetl frre Howxalé nosgaredT erode’ 
oweoey od! saab .aettlivll too tuh 1h te epoMe dtiw 
o! swniiaoy TO Fue coeqeiodt? attended ona 
wel lo wilgntg int 8 touleoo 
wil ghokieak oll to, rodent 0 & toagenott aM 
ee yinved eball ot) bas 19fl pbiselt ant side 
ato" yeimsoned ae boyiowes, 
“10D dawn doidw sysloD- re 
Lobevtes 


yeytlel ah enull am ated cele aw 


MUA ban pelle « 


ewoipridesW to 


at 




































(ts tek ck ab Cee shins 
-dosT to loodee aigroe®) mol bra rok Ge . 
service Istened) ni sovgel 2a a ' 
~mn2) laviened> aoiV dtiw age od GERI 0} fy 
OFGL of QECL -ioiaivib- alas sied) hi do wort 
-moD gulimud viieveH 10? tapaaeM y 
-revhe nwo suf berletidgtes OME ai brie id 
- shal dew aehiqneie eidT siaeitA ai 

1 xeW bli 


1 me ea DML ni visit 2eiol2 batinU ott y ne 
nasqowa.odi ni bertiee bas balemorg rape oi 
litnw gnolleteqe Yo winsill nagriertailbate=s ¥ 
Cutywee sini oft mon solishnenunioo « r ri 
nisign) a wor zi bas Jsteormod gomiet..ys 
vise lavelt gotet2 
-neM geieinoyhA esw eittoM asllA t4aw 
my ono tol sigzoon sineltA Je onal pth 
to yaaqenw xoyeH edi diiw belsiooues omim st 
liugA litay yanqenes tert le lasbiaesg eaw. ba 
atom oollA of T aayerer ov onmtit doi 3s & 


eirioM «aM doiciye jo gotragatwos sists loo 1 on 
-seqortd dose snofye jee aetomib bag 
Lormoqtio> onal yoaqmoe) wise wile, 
-biM ,nvitmoqioD. yet 1 sieM.,.oal baled 
201 xetaioowA timo. collA ,oal xe a4 
onl. eitasqgortd ebiedjioh wis ve a a7 
aed werreqotd booweybifl ont  »eitsqoTd, am 
oath yaw sIebrivod ,oal ,esitegord « a 
“199 tneitenval tdgifl al? , sal aoiragord 4 
-s1077109 cobs 29W noider0q109 bid 0 
ynmqene? ornliW bane onl jevitteqord mist 4 
~laayie lenpizestong griwollot of) io nodinoe8 
a mi breoli sbinol’l evollaoH, s bisoél ivsiM. 
#1008 stated laeil lo 2 
only feog) expos gtntied meat 
lnat lo sittitenl lenviieit ‘Como beeen 
lao to ytviv0% nagivemA (MTD), Inoaregenem, 
wreisiggA Yo. ytvive. asoivontA zxdloehiet 
etebatT igcolisnratal mrseinigg Al Inidag jzot 
ait yale) to naitaingge A Rgiswen : y ne! 


oe i wT: “ 
a ‘ 
ie ene 


- io i) grionnen, 


is ten an hy 


BLO GRAPHICAL, SHE LION 


ber of the Board of Jackson Memorial Hospital; a 
member of the USO National Council; a former director 
of the Junior Chamber of Commerce; a past president 
of the Dade County Community Chest; a past president 
and member since its founding of the Orange Bowl 
Committee. From 1939 to 1948 he was president of the 
Miami Travelers Aid Society, and he is also a past 
president and chairman of the board of the National 
Travelers Aid Association, He is a Rotarian; a member 
of the First Christian Church, in which his father was 
particularly active; a member of the Biscayne Bay 
Yacht Club, University Club, Washington, D.C., and 
New York Athletic Club. 


John Graves Thompson was married in Miami on 
June 30, 1932, to Elizabeth Bowen, daughter of Crate 
D. and Jessamine (Bolvin) Bowen. Her father was a 
prominent attorney in Miami. The Thompsons have 
two daughters, both born in Miami: 


1. Joanne Bolvin Thompson, born April 1, 1934, now 
Mrs. Joseph S. Gratton. She attended the Mary Wash- 
ington College of the University of Virginia at Fred- 
ericksburg. Mr. Gratton is a graduate of Cornell Uni- 
versity and now owns the Gratton Ford agency in 
Cumberland, Maryland. Joanne and Joseph Gratton 
have three children: 1) John Wiley Gratton, born in 
Miami March 27, 1958; 2) Joseph S. Gratton, Jr., born 
in Miami January 16, 1960; 3) James Avery Gratton, 
born in Cumberland, Maryland, March 18, 1961. 


2. Barbara Graves Thompson, born November 14, 
1936, now Mrs. N. Eugene Patterson of Travers City, 
Michigan. She also attended Mary Washington College 
of the University of Virginia. Mr. Patterson is a grad- 
uate of Miami University of Oxford, Ohio, and is now 
a Lieutenant in the United States Coast Guard, sta- 
tioned at Travers City, Michigan. Barbara and Eugene 
Patterson now have two children: 1) Jeffrey Wade 
Patterson, born in Pensacola, Florida, March 22, 1959; 
2) Julia Lynne Patterson, born in Jacksonville, North 
Carolina, October 26, 1960. 


GERALD A, KELLER 


President of the North Shore Bank of Miami Beach, 
Gerald A. Keller chose banking for his career at the 
age of eighteen when he started as a runner at the 
Mellon National Bank of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

He was born in Spangler, Pennsylvania, January 15, 
1910, son of William E. Keller, a stationary engineer, 
and Barbara (Sourd) Keller, both deceased. Following 
his graduation from South Hills High School in Pitts- 


burgh in 1928, he went to work in the Mellon National 


Bank of that city and saved his earnings for further 
education, He attended the University of Pittsburgh for 
two years, 1931 and 1932. Returning to the Mellon Bank 
in 1933, he remained there until 1939, advancing to the 
position of assistant head bookkeeper. 

In 1939 he came to Miami and became a member of 
the staff of Miami Beach First National Bank, where 
he performed various banking duties until he entered 


military service in World War II. Joining the United 


States Army Corps of Engineers in 1943, he served as 
a staff sergeant in both the European and Pacific thea- 
tres of operation until 1946. 

After his wartime service Mr, Keller returned to 
Miami Beach First National Bank and served as as- 
sistant loan teller. In February 1947 he joined the 


North Shore Bank of Miami Beach as assistant cashier 
and in the course of time was promoted to cashier, 
vice-president, and executive vice-president. On Janu- 


ary 1, 1960, he was elected president and a director of 
the bank. 


Mr. Keller is a member of the Miami Beach Chamber 
of Commerce, the Florida State Chamber of Commerce, 
and Miami Shores Presbyterian Church. 

On October 1, 1952, he married Martha Anderson 
Pruitt, daughter of Harrison and Ann (Anderson) 
Pruitt. Mrs. Keller is a native of Anderson, South 
Carolina, a graduaie of Girls High School of Ander- 
son, South Carolina, and Erskine College at Due West. 
Mr. and Mrs. Keller have a son, Gerald A. Jr., born in 
Miami February 25, 1954. 


WALTER HUMKEY 


A member of the law firm of Fowler, White, Gillen, 
Humkey and Trenam, Walter Humkey is active in a 
number of professional organizations, federal and inter- 
national as well as state and local. 

He was born in Lebanon, Kentucky, June 26, 1912. 
son of the late Walter Humkey, a hardware merchant 
in Lebanon for many years, who died in 1950, and ef 
Hayes (Osborne) Humkey, who died in December, 1956. 
Both his parents were natives of Kentucky. 

Walter graduated from St. Augustine’s High School 
in the class of 1930 and attended Centre College in 
1932. Coming to the University of Florida, he earned a 
B.S.B.A. degree, and an LL.B. degree there, graduating 
from the Law College in 1938, and was admitted t. 
practice law in the State of Florida in 1939. 

His first year in practice was in Jacksonville, Florida, 
and, excepting three years in the Navy during World 
War II, he has practiced law in Miami continuously 
since then. The above-named firm has its principal 
offices in Tampa, where it was originally formed in 
1943 as Fowler and White, and in 1946 the firm name 
was changed to its present form. The Miami office is 
in the Industrial Bank Building, and the St. Petersbur3 
office is in the Florida National Bank Building. 

From November, 1942, to November, 1945, Walter 
Humkey served in the United States Navy and was a 
Lieutenant and Commanding officer of the USS LST 31 
in the Pacific Theater of Operations. 

Mr. Humkey is a former member of the Board of 
Governors of the Florida Bar; past president (1952-53) 
of the Dade County Bar Association; a member of the 
United States Maritime Law Association; the American 
College of Trial Lawyers; the Federation of Insurance 
Counsel; the International Association of Insurance 
Counsel, and is on the Executive Committee of the 
latter. 

In social and religious circles he is a member of the 
Riviera Country Club of Coral Gables and the Church 
of the Epiphany. Golf is his recreation. 

He was married in Jacksonville, November 22, 1939, 
to Rosemary Erskine, daughter of Joseph and Marie 
Erskine of Jacksonville and a graduate of Lee High 
School and St. Genevieve-in-the-Pines, a private school 
in North Carolina. 

Mr. and Mrs. Humkey have two children, both stu- 
dents at Epiphany School, Miami: 

1. Barbara Ann, born in Jacksonville, February, 1950. 

2. Joseph Humkey, born in Miami, November 28, 1954. 
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TRE TEAST) ;COAST -OF) FLORIDA 


DR. WILLIAM HOMER WALKER 


While history is being recorded, its unfinished pages 
reflect the activities, accomplishments and ambitions of 
one of America’s most outstanding and beloved citizens; 
a man renowned in his chosen field of endeavor—busi- 
ness and finance; a man dedicated to the principles of 
democracy in our great republic, and who has devoted 
his every energy to the civic, cultural and spiritual 
growth of his community and state; a man who has been 
a devoted father, husband, and a counsellor to thou- 
sands of fellow citizens. 


Today, Dr. William Homer Walker, at 77 years, is 
still very active and sets a rapid pace for his business 
colleagues and associates as Chairman of the Board of 
the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Miami, Florida, an organization founded by Dr. Walker 
in 1933. It has the distinction of being the Nation’s Old- 
est Federal Savings and Loan Association, holding 
United States Charter Number One. Strangely enough, 
Dr. Walker began this association after he came to 
Florida to retire. Because of his unbounded faith in the 
growth and future of South Florida, it was apparent 
that, under his guidance and leadership, the Association 
would prosper. Today it is the largest institution of its 
kind in the South, with assets in excess of 300 million 
dollars. Its home office and four branch offices employ 
more than 240 persons. Its sound and steady, yet phe- 
nomenal, strides have given Greater Miami a strong 
spoke in the wheel of business, industry and sound 
economy. 


His sense of responsibility, tenacity, ability to evalu- 
ate situations and people—these and other factors en- 
abled Dr. Walker to accomplish his desired goals. And 
today he is still seeking new horizons, not for himself 
but for his associates and his fellow man. | 

Dr. Walker was born on September 14, 1883, in Erie, 
Pennsylvania, the second-oldest of six children of Fran- 
cis John and May Lillian Walker. He was graduated 
from Erie High School, having had the honor of being 
class president. In 1902 he entered the University of 
Pennsylvania as a student in the Wharton School and 
holds a B.S. in Economics from that university. Dr. Wal- 
ker was active in all branches of college life, being a 
member of the Philomathean Debating Society, the 
Friars Honorary Society, Kappa Sigma Fraternity, and 
chairman of the University Debating Council. In 1905 
he won the University Debating Championship. That 
same year he was elected president of the Wharton 
School Students Association. 

After completing his college education Dr. Walker 
immediately entered business with the Erie Lithograph- 
ing and Printing Company and in a very short time was 
advanced to the position of Superintendent and Assistant 
Manager of the company. Later he became Efficiency 
Advisor and Assistant Purchasing Agent of the Consol- 
idated Lithographing Company of New York, which was 
a merger comprising the producers of two-thirds of the 
output of poster lithography in the United States. 


In 1913 Dr. Walker organized the School of Business 
Administration at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and served as its Dean until 1926. Du- 
quesne awarded him the degree of LL.D in 1917. While 
serving as Dean he was appointed to the editorial staff 
of the Alexander Hamilton Institute of New York City, 
during which time he wrote three textbooks on Business 
Organization, Economics and Finance. These books were 
used in 23 American universities. 


In addition to his reputation as educator and author, 
Dr. Walker has always been recognized as an organizer 
and promoter. Just before World War I he organized 
a war-strength company of Infantry at Duquesne Uni- 
versity. When war broke out he was tendered a com- 
mission as Captain in the Army, but was commandeered 
by Mr. Andrew W. Mellon, later Secretary of the 
United States Treasury, to assist in the acquisition of 
war funds. Working with Mr. Mellon, he organized and 
directed the six major drives for war funds in Western 
Pennsylvania in 1917 and 1918. Following one of these 
drives, President Wilson wrote that, “In my opinion, 
this is the largest per capita, free will offering ever 
taken in any cause in any major city in the United 
States.” 


Having lost two young daughters by pneumonia, Dr. 
Walker decided in 1927 to move his family to Florida. 
His family at that time consisted of his wife, the former 
Valerie Anita Trubey, whom he had married in 1906, 
and his four sons: William Homer Walker, Jr., born 
May 12, 1907; Robert Van Dusen Walker, born Novem- 
ber 26, 1917; Frank John Walker, born March 20, 1919, 
and Joseph Henry Walker, born September 29, 1920. 


During the period 1928 to 1933 he administered va- 
rious personal properties in the Miami and Miami Beach 
areas, but, having always led a most vigorous life, he 
decided to go back into active business. This he did by 
organizing the First Federal Savings and Loan Asso- 
ciation of Miami, and taking an active interest in every 
phase of the Federal Savings and Loan System. From 
1938 to 1943 he served as Director of the Federal Home 
Loan Bank of Winston-Salem, North Carolina. He is 
a past president of the Florida Savings and Loan 
League and of the Southeastern Group Conference of 
the United States Savings and Loan League. 


From 1947 to 1949 Dr. Walker served as Director of 
the Miami Chamber of Commerce, and in 1949 was 
elected its President. He served as Director-at-Large of 
the Florida State Chamber of Commerce from 1954 to 
1960. In 1951 he was appointed to the Voluntary Credit 
Restraint Committee of the Federal Reserve Board, the 
only member from the South to serve on this national 
committee. In 1958 he was appointed Director of the 
United Fund of Dade County. 


Dr. Walker’s public service is highlighted most re- 
cently by his chairmanship of the Inter-American Cen- 
ter Authority, a state commission empowered to es- 
tablish an Inter-American Cultural and Trade Center in 
the Miami, Florida, area. The Center is a project in- 
tended to bring together, in closer understanding and 
trade, the peoples of the United States and Latin Amer- 
ica. Dr. Walker served as Acting Chairman from 1950 
until 1957 and was appointed Honorary Lifetime Chair- 
man in 1960. 


At the present time Dr. Walker is a member of the 
Newcomen Society of North America, the Committee of 
One Hundred of Miami Beach, the Surf Club, LaGorce 
Country Club of Miami Beach, and Miami Shores Coun- 
try Club. 


Dr. Walker resides in Miami Shores Village with his 
wife, the former Margaret Dolores Heitman, whom 
he married in 1938 after the death of his first wife. 
Their son, John Bernard Walker, born February 17, 
1940, is a student at the University of Miami. Their 
daughter, Dolores Judith, born October 27, 1938, is mar- 
ried to Joseph Krebs, Jr., and resides in Miami. 


Dr. Walker’s four sons by his first marriage are all 
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successful businessmen and residents of Miami Shores 
Village. William H. Walker, Jr., is president and general 
counsel for the First Federal Savings and Loan Asso- 
ciation of Miami; Robert V. Walker is executive vice- 
president and general manager of First Federal; and 
Joseph H. Walker, an attorney, is vice-president in 
charge of branch operations and assistant manager of 
First Federal. Frank J. Walker is a design and con- 
struction consultant operating his own corporation. 


MARTIN LUTHER MERSHON 


Practicing law in Florida since 1912 and in Miami 
since 1919, Martin Luther Mershon is one of the top- 
rated lawyers in Dade County and the State of Florida. 

M. L., or “Luther,’ Mershon is the son of Judge 
Martin L. Mershon, a native Floridian, who in the ’70’s 
was Superior Court Judge for the Brunswick Circuit in 
Georgia and later practiced law in Brunswick, and in 
Tampa, Kissimmee, Orlando, and Fernandina, in Florida. 
Judge Mershon was one of the lawyers who attended 
the second term of the Circuit Court held in Dade 
County in April, 1887. He was celebrated for his elo- 
quence as a trial lawyer and as a public speaker. He 
played a very active part in the political development 
of both Georgia and Florida. He attended the Demo- 
cratic party conventions, and actively participated in 
the state and national campaigns. 

The Mershons (originally spelled Marchand”) were 
French Huguenots who came to America in 1685, first to 
New York and then to New Jersey. After the American 
Revolution, one branch of the family drifted south, 
through Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. Judge 
Mershon’s parents moved on to Florida, settling about 
1826 near Monticello, Jefferson County, where the future 
Judge was born in 1839, He served in the Monticello 
Company with the Florida troops in the Confederate 
Army from 1861 to 1865. 

Judge Mershon was married twice, his second mar- 
riage being in 1890 to Belle Bearden from Laurens 
County, South Carolina, whose family had come to 
Florida after the War Between the States, and was then 
living in Kissimmee. Judge Mershon died in 1904 at the 
age of 65 and is buried in the old Spanish cemetery 
“Bosque Bella,’ in Fernandina. His widow died in 
Miami, in 1922, aged 57. 

Son of Judge Martin L. and Belle (Bearden) Mershon, 
Martin Luther Mershon was born in Brunswick, Geor- 
gia, August 10, 1891, and received his early education 
in the public schools of Georgia. He attended Fernan- 
dina High School and the University of Florida, where 
he received his LL.B. degree in 1912. Admitted to the 
Florida Bar in June, 1912, he practiced in Leesburg 
until August, 1913. From then until May, 1918, he prac- 
ticed in Ocala. Commissiongd a Second Lieutenant of 
Infantry, he served in the United States Army in World 
War I until January 1, 1919. 

On returning to civilian life, Mr. Mershon settled in 
Miami and became associated in practice with Judge H. 
F. Atkinson and R. Freeman Burdine. On April 1, 1920, 
he and W. I. Evans formed a partnership under the 
name of Evans and Mershon. Judge Atkinson joined the 
firm in 1921 and the name became Atkinson, Evans and 
Mershon. In 1923 Judge Atkinson was elected Judge of 
the Circuit Court for Dade and Monroe Counties, and 
retired from the firm. In 1933 Herbert S. Sawyer be- 
came a partner and the firm name became Evans, Mer- 
shon and Sawyer, under which name the firm continued 


a general civil practice of law until Mr. Evans’ death 
in 1938. The law firm became one of the best known in 
the State. The number of its partners and associates has 
continued to increase, and its name is now Mershon, 
Sawyer, Johnston, Simmons and Dunwody, with offices 
in the First National Bank Building, Miami, Florida. 

Mr. Mershon has engagéd as a trial lawyer in num- 
erous litigations which have settled questions of prop- 
erty rights and of zoning law. In 1930 he was appointed 
a member of the State Board of Law Examiners and 
served until 1933. He became a member of the Florida 
State Board of Control in January, 1944, serving until 
June, 1947. He is a member of the American Bar, the 
Florida Bar, and the Dade County Bar Association, and 
was president of the latter in 1932-33. He was a member 
of the ‘“Fabisinski Committee” appointed by Governor 
LeRoy Collins, which recommended the Pupil Assign- 
ment Law adopted by the Florida Legislature in 1955, 
and later served on the Governor’s Race Relations Com- 
mittee. He is a director and past president of the South- 
eastern Division of the Children’s Home Society of 
Florida, as well as vice-president and director of Miami 
Heart Institute. In 1942 he was chairman of the Alien 
Enemy Hearing Board for the Southern District of Flor- 
ida. He received a special award of the Boys’ Clubs 
of America for meritorious service as Secretary-Treas- 
urer of Miami’s Boys’ Club Foundation. He is a member 
of the American Legion, Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, 
Riviera Country Club, Coral Gables Country Club, The 
Miami Club, and of Trinity Methodist Church, and is 
listed in ‘‘Who’s Who in America.” 

In 1927 Mr. Mershon married the former Marie Turner, 
of Valdosta, Georgia, daughter of E. L. and Clara M. 
(Mann) Turner. They have twin daughters, Nancy Belle 
and Betty Marie, born December 17, 1935. 

Nancy Belle graduated from Coral Gables High School 
and attended Florida State University and the Uni- 
versity of Miami. In 1957 she married William M. De 
Long, a graduate of the University of Miami, who served 
as a sergeant in the United States Marines in the Korean 
War. They live in Miami and have a daughter, Donna 
Marie, born in 1959. 

Betty Marie also graduated from Coral Gables High 
School and attended Florida State University and 
Stephens College. In 1958 she married H. James Catlin, 
Jr., of Miami, and they have two children: Cynthia 
Anne, born in January, 1960, and Catherine Marie, born 
in July, 1961. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mershon reside at 3603 Granada Boule- 
vard, Coral Gables, Florida. 


LEONARD L. ABESS 


Thirty years as a Certified Public Accountant in 
Florida is the record of Leonard L. Abess, now Chair- 
man of the Board of the Industrial National Bank of 
Miami and the North Shore Bank of Miami Beach. 
Mr, Abess is prominent in civic and social welfare or- 
ganizations in the Miami area. 

Son of a general contractor, Kalman Abess, who died 
in 1921, and of Anna (Feiner) Abess, also deceased, 
Leonard L. Abess was born in Providence, Rhode Is- 
land, on March 28, 1904. He graduated from Central 
High School, Washington, D.C., and from New York 
University, New York City, in 1925 as a Certified Public 
Accountant. 

Arriving in Miami on August 3, 1925, he shortly 
thereafter set himself up in business as a Certified Pub- 
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lic Accountant and continued in the practice of ac- 
counting until 1955. During that long period he served 
twelve years on the Florida State Board of Account- 
ancy, serving under three Florida Governors, David 
Sholtz, Fred Cone, and Spessard Holland. 

Mr. Abess is a past president of the Florida Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants. In civic organizations 
he is a member and former vice-president of Miami 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, a member of Miami and 
Florida State Chamber of Commerce, a director of the 
Citizens Board of the University of Miami, member of 
the Orange Bowl Committee, and past president of 
Dade County Community Chest. Incidentally, he and 
Baron deHirsch Meyer donated the Community Chest 
Building in Miami and the James E. Scott Community 
Center. 

He is treasurer of the Mount Sinai Hospital, Miami 
Beach, a member of Temple Israel, Miami, and is the 
recipient of several awards, among which are the an- 
nual award of the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews and the award of the Anti-Defamation 
League. He is also a member of the Newcomen So- 
ciety, Miami Beach Rotary Club, the Miami Rotary 
Club, the Miami Club, the River Club of Jacksonville, 
and Harmonie Club of New York. Golf and fishing are 
his recreations. 

On March 25, 1936, Leonard L. Abess married Bertha 
Ungar, daughter of Arthur and Marcella (Marshall) 
Ungar, who attended the Pine Manor School in Welles- 
ley, Massachusetts, and Sophie Newcomb College in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Mr. and Mrs. Abess are the 
parents of three children: 1. Linda Abess Ellis, born 
June 10, 1939, who graduated from Miami Beach High 
School and attended Simmons College, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 2. Marcella Ungar Abess, born October 10, 
1944, a student at Everglades School for Girls in Miami. 


3. Leonard L., Jr., born July 27, 1948, a student at Mi-- 


ami Country Day School. 


OSCAR EARLE DOOLY 


Oscar E. Dooly of Miami, prominent realtor and in- 
vestment banker, has been actively engaged in these 
lines of business since 1930, and is one of the civic and 
social leaders of Miami. 

He was born in Talbotton, Georgia, June 5, 1900, son 
of Oscar Earle and Ada Belle (Lumms) Dooly. His 
mother recently passed her 80th birthday at her home 


in Columbus, Georgia. His father, who died February - 


29, 1936, was a banker in Georgia and Florida and dur- 
ing the latter part of his career was vice-president of 
the Mechanics and Metals Bank of New York, now 
Chase Manhattan National Bank. 

Oscar Dooly’s education was gained in the schools 
of Georgia, including a year (1917-18) at Riverside Mili- 
tary Academy in Gainesville. 

In Miami in 1930 he established his real estate busi- 
ness, now Oscar E. Dooly Associates, Realtors, and also 
became senior partner in Oscar E. Dooly and Company, 
Investment Bankers, which firm is a member of the 
Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore Stock Exchanges. 
Mr. Dooly was also vice-president and a director of the 
Associated Concrete Pipe Company of Florida, Inc., un- 
til it was sold to Lock Joint Pipe Company in 1959. He 
was one of the organizers of Richard’s Department 
Store in Miami and served as director until 1955. He is 
now a director of Sottile, Inc. 

Mr. Dooly is a member of the Miami and Miami Beach 


Boards of Realtors, the Florida Association of Realtors, 
the National Association of Real Estate Boards, the 
Florida Security Dealers Association and the National 
Association of Securities Dealers. 

In civic affairs, he is a member of the Miami and 
Miami Beach Chambers of Commerce; past Chairman 
of Finance and Treasurer of the United Fund of Miami; 
past director and Chairman of the Finance Committee 
of the Community Chest of Dade County; past president 
of the Orange Bowl Committee; Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, Chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee and of the Finance and Endowment Committee of 
the University of Miami, and was the recipient of the 
Gold Medal Award of Merit of that University. 

In social groups, Mr. Dooly is a member of the Society 
of Colonial Wars, and the Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion; a past treasurer and past president and now 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of LaGorce Country 
Club of Miami; a member of the Miami Club, the Surf 
Club, the Bath Club and the Indian Creek Country Club 
of Miami Beach. He is also a member of Bankers of 
America, New York City, and the Capital City Club of 
Atlanta, Georgia. Golf and horseback riding are his hob- 
bies. 

On May 16, 1923, in Greer, South Carolina, Oscar E. 
Dooly married Constance Davenport, daughter of Clif- 
ton and Clara (Marchant) Davenport of that town. Mrs. 
Dooly attended Brenau School for Girls in Gainesville, 
Georgia, and was a member of the first graduating class 
of the University of Miami, which opened in 1926. 

A daughter, Caren Dooly, born July 28, 1940, grad- 
uated from Edison High School, Miami, and attended 
the University of Georgia. On June 10, 1961, she mar- 
ried Richard L. Tatum, son of Mr. and Mrs, Luther 
Tatum of Atlanta, Georgia. He is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Georgia, class of 1961, with an A.B. degree, 
and is now attending the University’s School of Law. 

Mr. Dooly’s biography appears in “Who’s Who in 
America.” 


ARLIE M. TYLER 


The founder and president of the Tyler Restaurant 
System, which now has four restaurants in Miami, Arlie 
M. Tyler has made a success of two business enter- 
prises. He operated a retail grocery business in Miami 
for thirty-three years, not counting his apprenticeship 
of four years as an employee of Robert L. Tipton. Mr. 
Tyler is a charter member of the Board of Directors of 
the Riverside Bank of Miami. He has been active in 
civic affairs, particularly in Chamber of Commerce 
work, 

He was born on a farm nine miles north of Valdosta, 
Georgia, March 1, 1901, son of Noah H. Tyler, a native 
of Georgia and farmer all his life, who died in 1934 at 
the age of 83; and of Susie Jones Tyler, who was born 
in Bulloch County, Georgia, and died in 1914 at the 
age of 60. 


Soon after his graduation from Bethany District 
School in Lowndes County, Georgia, Arlie Tyler came 
to Miami, Florida, in 1919, and went to work for Robert 
L. Tipton, retail grocer. He worked two weeks without 
pay and at the end of the third week was paid twelve 
dollars. After two years and seven months, he was pro- 
moted to General Manager with a salary of $100 a 
week—unbelievable pay in those days. 

In November of 1923 he resigned from this position 
to establish his own grocery store, located at 1263 West 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Flagler Street, Miami, and continued in the grocery 
business there until 1956, when his company was 
merged with Grand Union, one of the ten largest gro- 
cery companies in the United States. At that time Mr. 
Tyler retired from the retail grocery business. Ten of 
his employees had been with him the greater part of 
his thirty-three years in the grocery business, their 
aggregate time totaling 280 years. His system with his 
employees has been to put everyone on his honor, with 
no bosses. 


Sensing that Miami had a great need for a family 
type restaurant with good food at moderate prices, Mr. 
Tyler established his first restaurant in 1946. The Tyler 
System’s four restaurants now do a total volume of 
over one-and-a-half million dollars worth of business 
in a year. 

Mr. Tyler is a member of the Florida Restaurant 
Association and the National Restaurant Association. 
He is a past director of the Miami Chamber of Com- 
merce and a member of the Florida State and the 
United States Chambers of Commerce. He has been a 
member of Miami Rotary Club since 1933. A 32nd de- 
gree Mason of the Scottish Rite and Mahi Temple 
Shrine, he has been a member of Miami F. and A.M. 
Lodge #247 since 1922, being one of the youngest 
Master Masons to be raised in Florida. He is also a 
member of the Central Baptist Church in Miami and 
the Riviera Country Club of Coral Gables. For recrea- 
tion he likes fishing and hunting. 


Mr. Tyler has five children, three by a previous mar- 
riage: 1. Frances, Mrs. Louis Germaine, born March 3, 
1922. 2. Mitchell H., born September 26, 1925. 3. Helen, 
born April 7, 1930. He has two children by his present 
wife, Gladys Regina Hall, whom he married on Septem- 
ber 16, 1934: 1. Arlie M., Jr., born February 3, 1936. 2. 
Bobbie Jean, Mrs. Jack Miller, born September 22, 
1937. Mrs. Tyler is a native of Georgia,-daughter of 
Abbie Lee and Annie Starling Hall. 


All the children graduated from high school in Mi- 
ami. Frances attended Florida State University at 
Tallahassee. Helen attended Nursing School at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital, Miami. A. M. Jr, attended Wofford 
College, Spartanburg, South Carolina. He also took a 
course at the Florida Restaurant School of Florida 
State University and is now General Manager of the 
Tyler Restaurant System. Bobby Jean Tyler graduated 
“cum laude” from Duke University, Durham, North 
Carolina, in 1958. 


To date there are nine grandchildren: Corrine, Gloria, 
Carol and David Germaine, children of Frances; Roddy 
and Stevie Tyler, children of Mitchell; Deke Lee, Deb- 
bie and Staten Tyler, children of A. M. Tyler, Jr. 

The senior Tylers reside at 20 North Prospect Drive, 
Coral Gables. 


LON WORTH CROW 


Actively engaged in the business life of Miami where 
he was prominent in real estate and mortgage banking 
for nearly half a century, Lon Worth Crow concerned 
himself with practically every kind of vital problem 
connected with his city and its life. He had a keen sense 
of civic pride and loyalty to Miami and worked tire- 
lessly for its welfare and growth. He was a man of 
many accomplishments and lasting friendships, and his 
kindness, generosity and complete sincerity of purpose 
greatly endeared him to all who knew him. 


Mr. Crow was born in Palmyra, Iowa, September 25, 
1877, son of John Thomas and Elizabeth Jane Crow, 
both natives of Iowa. He completed his general education 
in St. Charles, Iowa, and took business training at 
Capital City Commercial College in Des Moines. Em- 
barking upon the business world at the age of 16, he 
lived briefly in West Port, Mississippi; then moved to 
Mobile, Alabama, where for two years he was principal 
of Southern Business University. 


At the turn of the century, Mr. Crow moved to West 
Florida and operated a successful sawmill and lumber 
business until 1913, when he moved to Miami and 
entered the real estate business. He was one of the early 
members of the Miami Realty Board, which he served as 
a director for 27 years and as its president for two suc- 
cessive terms during 1924 and 1925, when the City was 
going through one of its most progressive periods. As 
president of the Miami Chamber of Commerce for two 
years, 1926 to 1927, Mr. Crow resolved the many ad- 
ministrative problems with which that body was con- 
fronted during the difficult times following the 1926 
hurricane. He did not lose faith in the future of Miami, 
as did some after the real estate “bust” of 1926, but con- 
tinued his many contributions to the City’s development. 
Largely through his effort and influence, the Sea Board 
Air Line Railroad extended its facilities to Miami. 

In 1931 he was elected president of the Florida As- 
sociation of Realtors in recognition of his leadership 
in the real estate industry. He was one of the early mem- 
bers of the American Institute of Real Estate Appraisers 
and served as president of the South Florida Chapter 
in 1950. 

In 1935, after 22 successful years in the real estate 
business in Miami, Mr. Crow incorporated the Lon 
Worth Crow Company, assuming the position of presi- 
dent while his son, Lon Worth Crow, Jr., became vice- 
president. Today this company is one of the largest and 
most-respected mortgage companies in the entire statc, 
servicing in excess of $110 million in mortgage loans for 
more than 50 life insurance companies, mutual savings 
banks and other institutional investors. 


In addition to his other interests, Mr. Crow was 
active in Trinity Methodist Church, South, serving as a 
trustee for many years. He served on the Board of Jack- 
son Memorial Hospital, was a member of the Citizens 
Development Council of the University of Miami, a 
member of the Committee of One Hundred and the 
Miami Rotary Club. 


In 1903, he married Estella Mae Leggett, a graduate 
of Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa, where she 
majored in dramatic art and gained wide popularity for 
her dramatic interpretations. Mrs. Crow has been 
prominent in the civic and social life of Miami. She is 
a member of the D.A.R., a life member of the National 
Council of Women, and a life member and former presi- 
dent of the Miami Woman’s Club. The building which 
houses the Woman’s Club and the Flagler Memorial 
Library was begun during her administration as presi- 
dent of the club. 

Lon Worth Crow, Jr., son and only child of Mr. and 
Mrs. Crow, was born July 7, 1912. 

The death of Lon Worth Crow occurred on May 28, 
1958, and was an occasion of sincere sorrow and regret. 
He will be remembered with affection by all whose 
privilege it was to know him, for his contribution to 
the life of his times was a significant one. 
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LON WORTH CROW, JR. 


President, treasurer and director of Lon Worth Crow 
Company, mortgage bankers of Miami, Lon Worth 
Crow, Jr., has been an officer of the firm since its in- 
corporation in 1935. Like his father, he has taken an 
active interest in civic activities. 

Son of the late Lon Worth, Sr., and Estella Mae (Leg- 
gett) Crow, he was born in Bentonville, Texas, July 7, 


* 1912. After graduating from Miami High School in 1928, 


he continued his education at Phillips Exeter Academy, 
Exeter, New Hampshire, graduating in 1930. He then 
attended the University of Florida and graduated in 
1933, with an A.B. degree. As an aid in his anticipated 
busines career, he studied law at the University of 
Miami, graduating cum laude with an LL.B. in 1937. 

Mr. Crow, Jr., became vice-president of Lon Worth 
Crow Company in May, 1935, while he was still attend- 
ing law school. On June 21, 1955, he became president 
of the company. 

Enlisting in the Navy in World War II, he served, 
from 1942 until his discharge as a lieutenant, senior 
grade, in 1946, with the Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Real Estate Division, on the East Coast and in Guam 
and the Philippines, in connection with land acquisition 
for naval facilities. 

Mr. Crow is a past president of the Mortgage Bankers 
Association of Greater Miami, past president of the 
Mortgage Bankers Association of Florida, and has 
served five consecutive years as a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Mortgage Bankers Association of 
America. He is a member of the Miami Board of Real- 
tors, The American Institute of Real Estate Appraisers 
and the Florida Bar Association. He is presently a di- 
rector of the Miami Rotary Club, vice-president of the 
Citizens Committee of the University of Miami and a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the First Methodist 
Church of South Miami. 

He is past president of the Miami Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, past director of the Miami-Dade County 
Chamber of Commerce, a member of the Committee of 
One Hundred, the Miami Club, the Riviera Country 
Club of Coral Gables and Sigma Nu social fraternity, 

Lon Worth Crow, Jr., has three children by a former 
marriage, all born in Coral Gables: 

1. Lon Worth Crow, III, born June 14, 1940, graduated 
from Coral Gables High School and is attending the 
University of Florida. 

2. Mary Katherine Crow, born December 28, 1942, 
graduated from Palmetto High School and is also a 


_ Student at the University of Florida. 


3. Philip Graham Crow, born October 1, 1949, is a 
student at Palmetto Junior High School. 

Mr. Crow is married to the former Patricia Ann 
Lathrop of Worcester, Massachusetts. She graduated 
from Woodrow Wilson High School, Middletown, Con- 
necticut, and attended Skidmore College, Sarasota 
Springs, New York. Patricia and Lon Worth Crow, Jr., 
are the parents of Michael Lathrop Crow, born Septem- 
ber 14, 1960, and Karen Lisa Crow, born August 7, 1961. 


THEODORE VY. MOORE 


President of Moore Furniture Company of Miami, 
which was founded by his father in 1918, Theodore 
V. Moore is a second generation native Floridian and 
a grandson of Theodore Vivian Moore, the “Pine- 
apple King”, who had several hundred acres of land 


under cultivation in the area which is now Miami 
Shores. The grandfather was one of the group who 
drew up the charter for Miami’s city manager form 
of government. Universally honored and _ respected 
among his contemporaries, he held the admiration of 
all who knew him for his keen insight in world affairs 
and his friendliness and delightful qualities of char- 
acter and mind. More about the original T. V. Moore 
follows in a separate sketch. 

Son of Thedorore W. and Ruth (Speakman) Moore, 
the present T. V. Moore (originally designated III, 
having an uncle T. V. Jr.) was born in Miami July 
26, 1922. He graduated from Miami Edison High 
School in 1938, from Duke University in 1943 with 
an A. B. degree, and attended the University of 
Florida, specializing in Business Administration. 
During World War II he served in the Air Force in 
the European theatre for three years and was awarded 
the Bronze Star for gallantry. 

Mr. Moore started with the Moore Furniture Com- 
pany in his teens and did everything from running 
the elevator during summer vacations to clerking, 
selling, and finally became president of the company 
when his father retired. He is treasurer of the Miami 
Furniture Dealers Association, and a past president of 
the Florida Furniture Dealers Association of which he 
is now a board member. 

From the following list of present and past member- 
ships and offices held, it will be apparent ihat Mr. 
Moore is active and prominent in civie affairs. He is 
a member of Miami Chamber of Commerce, a di- 
rector of Miami Better Business Bureau, past director 
of the Greater Miami Shippers Association, and the 
Greater Miami Executives Association, a member 
and past director of the Miami Shores Rotary Club, 
a member of the Citizens Board of the University of 
Miami, a Dade County Jury Commissioner, a member 
of Draft Board #47, past director of the American 
Red Cross of Dade County, past member of the 
board of the United Fund and past chairman of the 
Big Gifts Division, past president of the Travelers 
Aid Society, and a member of the board and treasurer 
of the Crippled Children’s Society. He is also a mem- 
ber of Miami Shores Presbyterian Church, of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity, the Miami Bath Club, Eme- 
rald Yacht Club, Commodore Yacht Club, and Coral 
Reef Yacht Club. 

On December 3, 1946, in Miami, Theodore V. Moore 
married Beverly Garner, daughter of James G. and 
Alberta (Willis) Garner, and a graduate of Miami 
Edison High School and Stephen’s College, Columbia, 
Missouri. The Moores have four children, all born 
in Miami: Kathryn Anne, James Wilson, Janice Gayle, 
and Gerald Willis. 


THEODORE VIVIAN MOORE 


This Florida pioneer, who for many years was en- 
gaged in horticultural and agricultural pursuits in 
Florida, was born at Mount Tirzah in Person County, 
North Carolina, October 14, 1857, son of Theophilus 
Wilson and Mary (Smith) Moore, who came to Florida 
from North Carolina. He was educated in public and 
private schools, including Horner and Graves Mili- 
tary School at Oxford, North Carolina. 

Locating first in northeast Florida, he raised oranges 
along the St. Johns River and pineapples by the 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Indian River. He also raised tropical fruits and vege- 
tables in Dade County, where he had a large plan- 
tation on the present site of Miami Shores. 

Interested in public affairs, he was a Representative 
from St. Johns County in the Florida State Legislature 
in the regular and special sessions of 1889 and 1890. 
He took a leading part in the promotion of the com- 
munity’s interests and earned the gratitude and ad- 
miration of his contemporaries. His contributions to 
Miami were significant, and several residential sec- 
tions of the city are named for him. He was a charter 
member of the Miami Rotary Club. 

In 1895 Thedore V. Moore, the first, married Mary 
Sorensen of West Virginia, a daughter of John So- 
rensen of the Danish Army. Mrs. Moore was an in- 
tensely civic-minded citizen. She was one of the first 
presidents of the Miami Woman’s Club and _ later 
first vice president of the Florida Federation of 
Women’s Clubs; a member of the Everglades National 
Park Commission, president of the Council of Garden 
Club Presidents, president of the Florida Chain of 
Missionary Assemblies, and a foremost worker in the 
interests of the Young Women’s Christian Association. 

Theodore V. and Mary Sorensen Moore were the 
parents of three children: 

1. Theodore W. Moore, born in 1896 in Brevard 
County, who was educated at Webb Preparatory 
School in Tennessee and at the University of North 
Carolina. He served in naval aviation during World 
War I and founded Moore Furniture Company in 
Miami. He is a member of the American Legion and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1920 he married 
Ruth Speakman of Meadville, Pennsylvania, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Otto Speakman, and they became 
the parents of three children: T. V. Moore, III, Mary 
Pauline, and Richard Channing Moore. 

2. Mary Pauline Moore, who in 1921 married Mr. 
James FE. Fussell, then secretary-treasurer of the 
Moore Furniture Company. Their daughter is Pa- 
tricia Moore Fussell. 

3. T. V. Moore, Jr., born February 26, 1906, in 
Miami, who was vice president of the Moore Furni- 
ture Company. He was educated at the University 
of North Carolina and belonged to Delta Kappa Ep- 
silon fraternity. In 1936 he married Jessie Smith of 
Kentucky. 

T. V. Moore (the First) died in Miami December 
4, 1927. He was loved and trusted by a wide circle 
of friends and acquaintances and his death was a 
cause of deep regret in Miami and throughout the 
state. 


HERBERT SMITH SAWYER 


A member of the firm of Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston, 
Simmons and Dunwody, Herbert S. Sawyer has been 
practicing law in Miami since 1930. Before coming to 
Miami Mr. Sawyer practiced his profession in Sarasota, 
Florida, for eight years, during which time he served as 
Prosecuting Attorney for Sarasota County and, in 1929- 
30, was State Attorney of the 27th Circuit. 

Son of William Riley and Ann Bryant (Riggs) Saw- 
yer, he was born in Merritt, North Carolina, December 
12, 1889. His father, a farmer, was born in Tyrrell 
County, North Carolina, in 1845, and died in October, 
1922. His mother was born in Pamlico County, North 
Carolina, in 1854, and died in October, 1931. 


Herbert Sawyer received his early education in the 
district schools of Pamlico County, North Carolina, and 
in 1912 graduated from Guilford College in the town of 
that name in North Carolina. Coming to Jacksonville, 
Florida, he worked there for a while and then took up 
the study of law at the University of Florida, from 
which he was graduated with the LL.B. degree in 1916, 
and was admitted to practite in Florida that year. 

His first law practice was with the firm of Reynolds 
and Rogers in Jacksonville, where he continued until 
he entered the Army Air Force in World War I. With 
the rank of Second Lieutenant, he served seven months 
overseas with the 492nd Aero Squadron, which he com- 
manded for a time, and was discharged in July, 1919, 
having completed eighteen months in the service. 

Returning to Jacksonville in 1919, Herbert Sawyer 
formed a law partnership with Fred B. Noble and under 
the name of Noble and Sawyer practiced there until 
1922. Moving to Sarasota, he continued his legal practice 
there in the firm of Sawyer, Surrancy, Carter and Keen, 
and during his years in Sarasota,,as already stated, 
served in public office as Prosecuting Attorney and State 
Attorney. 

Resigning as State Attorney in 1930, he came to Miami 
and was associated with Shutts and Bowen until 1933, at 
which time he became a partner in the firm of Evans, 
Mershon and Sawyer, predecessor of the present firm. 

Mr. Sawyer is amember of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the Florida Bar and the Dade County Bar Associa- 
tion; a past director of the First National Bank of Coral 
Gables; past District Governor of Kiwanis International, 
Florida District, and a member of Miami Kiwanis Club; 
past vice-president of the Miami YMCA; a member of 
the Baptist Church, the Masonic Lodge, Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity, Riviera Country Club of Coral 
Gables and Biscayne Bay Yacht Club. Golf has been his 
recreation. 

In 1934, Mr. Sawyer married Virginia Davis, daughter 
of Henry M. and Mary (Knight) Davis of Clarksville, 
Tennessee. Mrs. Sawyer attended Bowling Green Col- 
lege in Kentucky. 

By an earlier marriage Mr. Sawyer has a daughter, 
June, born September 28, 1925, now Mrs. Wallace I. 
Garrick of Miami Springs. June graduated from high 
school in Bristol, Connecticut, and attended Duke Uni- 
versity, Durham, North Carolina. Her husband is a 
graduate of the University of Miami Law School and is 
practicing law in the firm of Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston, 
Simmons and Dunwody. Mr. Garrick served as a pilot 
in the Army Air Force with the rank of Captain in the 
Korean War, and won four air medals, the Purple 
Heart and the Distinguished Flying Cross. He is now a 
captain in the Air Force Reserves. June and Wallace 
Garrick have a daughter, Alice Garrick, born in Con- 
necticut in October, 1946. 


JOSEPH MICHAEL FITZGERALD 


A Miami attorney since 1946, Joseph M. Fitzgerald is a 
former member of the faculty of the University of 
Miami Undergraduate School and of the School of Law. 

Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 5, 1915, 
he is a son of Michael P. Fitzgerald, a tavern keeper, 
who died in 1952, and of Catherine (Hayes) Fitzgerald, 
who died in 1944. Joseph graduated from Mount St. 
Mary’s High School in Emmitsburg, Maryland, in 1935 
and four years later received his A.B. degree from 
Mount St. Mary’s College. He began his study of law at 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Georgetown University in 1939 and received his LL.B. 


degree from the University of Miami in 1946. Mean- 
while, from July, 1942, to July, 1946, he served in the 
United States Navy in the Pacific theater of World War 
II with the rank of Lieutenant Commander on leaving 
the service. 

Admitted to practice law in Florida in 1946, he has 
carried on a general practice since then and for a time 
served on the teaching faculty of the University of 
Miami. He is also a director of the Boulevard National 
Bank of Miami. 

Mr. Fitzgerald is one of the founders of the Catholic 
Lawyers Guild and of the Emerald Society of South 
Florida, and is now National President of Mount St. 
Mary’s College Alumni. His hobbies are fishing, walking 
and reading. 

At St. Rita’s Church in Alexandria, Virginia, on 
August 2, 1941, Joseph Michael Fitzgerald married Grace 
Elizabeth Finegan, daughter of Frank G. and Grace 
(Roper) Finegan, and a graduate of St. Joseph’s Col- 
lege, Emmitsburg, Maryland, where she received her 
B.S. degree in 1939. The Fitzgeralds have five children. 

1. Mary Frances, born in Philadelphia, July 10, 1942, 
graduated from Assumption Academy, Miami, and is 
now a student at Cabrini College, Radnor, Pennsylvania. 

2. Joseph Michael, Jr., born in Norfolk, Virginia, Oc- 
tober 14, 1943, graduated from Christopher Columbus 
High School, Miami, in 1961 and is a student at Spring 
Hill College, Mobile, Ala. 

3. Kathleen Laboure, born in Miami, October 9, 1949. 

4. John Patrick, born in Miami, March 22, 1953. 

5. Timothy DePaul, born in Miami, October 22, 1956. 


VERNER L. LOWE 


Now senior vice president and a director of the River- 
side Bank, Miami, Verner L. Lowe has been in banking 
since 1923, excepting two years with the Florida Power 
and Light Company. 

He was born in Miami, December 30, 1905, son of the 
late Captain Iver L. Lowe and Gunilla (Sjostrom) Lowe. 
His father, a native of Florida, was a yacht captain. For 
many years he was captain for A. J. Fay, the president 
of Father John’s Medicine Company of Lowell, Massa- 
chusetts, and also served as captain for Mrs. James 
Donohue, daughter of F. W. Woolworth, the Five-and- 
Ten magnate. Captain Lowe died in 1952. Verner Lowe’s 
mother was a native of Sweden who came to America 
with her family as a child, first settling in Sherbrooke, 
Quebec, Canada, and later in North Andover, Massa- 
chusetts. She came to Miami in 1898 and was married 
there. She died in 1938. 

Verner Lowe attended Miami High School and in 
January, 1923, started his banking career as a runner 
for the Bank of Bay Biscayne. He later served as book- 
keeper, teller, and head bookkeeper. In January, 1931, 
he went to the First National Bank of Miami, where in 
the course of nine years he was bookkeeper, teller, head 
teller, and finally assistant cashier. Leaving the First 
National Bank in December, 1939, he entered the Florida 
National Bank and Trust Company and served there in 
the capacity of teller for three years. It was then he 
digressed from the field of banking to the Florida Power 
and Light Company, and was employed in the Miami 
Beach office and in field work until May of 1945, at which 
time he returned to banking, joining the staff of the 
Riverside Bank of Miami. Shortly thereafter he was 


elected cashier, later becoming vice-president and 
cashier and finally senior vice-president in January, 
1959. He was elected a director of the bank in June, 
1957. 

Mr. Lowe is a member and treasurer of the Exchange 
Club of Riverside, Miami, a member of the South Flor- 
ida Cruising Club, and of the Episcopal Church. He 
takes his recreation in boating, fishing and playing 
golf. 

In Fort Lauderdale on September 11, 1930, Verner 
Lowe married Louise C. Martin-Vegue, daughter of 
Jabez Martin-Vegue and Annie Pinder, a native of 
Key West, Florida. They have a daughter, Myrna 
Louise, a graduate of Miami High School, who on July 
28, 1956, married Roy C. Fleeman, Jr., of Miami, Florida. 
They have two children, Roy, Jr., II, and Melinda. 


ERNST G. WINTTER 


A young funeral director in Hollywood, Ernst G. 
Wintter entered this profession in 1955, when he grad- 
uated from the Cincinnati College of Embalming. In 
February of 1961 he purchased the Alan Wright Funeral 
Home in Hollywood which is now known as the Wintter 
Funeral Chapel. 


Born in Flint, Michigan, April 18, 1934, he is a son 
of Ernst W. and Edith J. (Constable) Wintter, now 
residents of Miami. Having attended Gesu High School 
in Miami in 1950-51, he graduated from St. Rita High 
School in Detroit, Michigan, in 1952. For the next two 
years he was with the United States Army Engineers, 
serving in Japan and Okinawa, and attained the rank 
of corporal. 


After his graduation from the Cincinnati College of 
Embalming in 1955, Mr. Wintter came to Florida. He 
received his Florida’s embalmer’s license in 1959 and his 
funeral director’s license in 1960. Meanwhile he was 
attending the University of Miami, from which he was 
graduated in 1960 with a Bachelor of Business Adminis- 
tration degree. 

Mr. Wintter is a member of Florida Funeral Directors 
Association, the National Funeral Directors Association, 
and Alpha Chapter of Phi Sigma Eta, the professional 
morticians’ fraternity. Active in civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations, he is a member of the Hollywood Chamber 
of Commerce and the Junior Chamber of Commerce of 
Hollywood, also the Dania Chamber of Commerce; Elks 
Lodge #1732 and the Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #919, 
both of Hollywood; the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
#2500 and Disabled American Veterans Chapter #41 of 
Hollywood, and American Legion Post #304 of Dania. He 
is also a member of Knights of Columbus Council #4851 
of Hollywood, the Holy Name Society and the Ushers’ 
Club of the Church of the Little Flower, Hollywood, 
which is his parish. His hobby is flying, and he has a 
private flying license. 

In Detroit, Michigan, on October 9, 1954, Ernst G. 
Wintter married Colette M. Shannon, daughter of John 
and Mildred (Smith) Shannon of Detroit, and a grad- 
uate of the Dominican High School in that city. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wintter now have four children, the first born in 
Fort Lauderdale, the other three in Miami. They are: 


1. Juli Wynn, born May 31, 1956. 
2. Ernst John, born April 20, 1957. 
2. Shelley Lynn, born July 17, 1958. 
4. Colette Renee, born June 30, 1959. 


|536| 


Sr Serableety-sow. 4 
venaurial et tie AO 
onut, ai tind off eo 0 shi wisely anw oH 






wgnedord odz jo yoqmeneat bewsay 
10h t ddtoF oti lo vesclirtsient 
oH dowd lonecseiglt of 2 


» bee gut pire ub 
ytixsly bos ynidelt gaits 


a. noligooe gid — 


cwnere¥  ,O6BL cosines no Mebwhiad tof ot 
te toidgueb uneV-sieM .D aeiaed beirtem owal 
lo avulen 2 oben suit bi age -aineM sedol 
ovM <sddgueh © oved yodT .abbsolt ea yout 
ink ao arlw looddee dyitt iene to Houbem a saivod 
abinol’d imwiM to ,.2b nantes! Deoit Hviesds AVA BF 
Abnilot bari, ih, ab oF aitblielo.ow!s ovad gaff 


HATTVIW revs 


fered .boowylloH ai bindsly ferent grey A 
ber of aade 2A ai wolfe city batetes vetciW 
Deseret vouliel) Waralaal) ot mow) bother 
heincat detginW uit A ditt bovarionny wl TORE do qian wet 
oti W orb ax revortl won'ei Aoitiw Boowyiiolt ri omelt 
Aegan bergaesd 

noe & ef of 2OO) Al Tinga scare Ml Jolt ch ewe 
wot ,winGW (oldenay) 1 Abs baa W tein to 
loutiet dailf wavd bubapts wei 7e)1 dni to ejaolies 
duit] et #2 moth betsubdrn of 10-O08T at Unni ni 
wna icin, ot sit TH ai regi til diogtotl wi floored. 
 yoctA sommte balinU oc diiw anw of maey 
AO hos angst wi Baivres 
deuedios to 


ore BM, 


ait ati eecten 
inave OFF boniatic bas 6we 


» opolle’> itemaioni®) wifi: mo meissuivcm eid ml sé 
H abil of onwe tat AM. 2707 ni gnisniqerd 
vl Brg CECE ni onagoll e'soentodmns ewbnolt euf havinor: 
ow od glivrinol 0G) at weatnail wiatowtity fm cain) 
v off Botdw mony jest Wo Yhietevinld ov) goibeope 
niniotbA seonlert Yo toleiaed o diw (0 ai berawbany 
estgob agit 


ned fareny? sbirofl te vagina 4 ei sotiaiW 1M 

wlisisonnA wetpouG Lorrart IgneitcKh ad? ,avitaiooséA 
lames torg wdt «HR errgif idl jo wigedD edapéA, baw 
he lorvtigit bese pivie inti ovlioA oiriede tt ‘ancioinom 
exhywd > boewy lok aft le sacha « ai of enobariaky 
ls quismttee? bo sodas “aolaul ont bos somnweD to 
ee sorsrtian’) Yo vole pine 113. ovis, .boow'd lo 
RIG obekt seve Yo veh way elt bas SETI4 opbod 
mol sta ayiotol ly ansiveieV alt choow coh te diod 
le D8 sotgaal) atireteV assivemA baldeait! brs 00co% 
WM ow Yo $084 no Finoigad assinomA bow gow giloH 


iM2h8 liseue eudinwlyD to aidyia® lo xodmacy goals ai. 


‘weg odt baa wie? oma vloH ods .boowyiloll, 
booweloH ~owolt oli off do dortuslD ott Yeo achey 


é wie ool tue ve at Bui ab hoielw 
aya vient, Heiind 2 ey . 
% Mew? 2001 @ Sided mw signin 
ndol je istAyuab, seal ra brane 
es alana’ 8 


“Bar ¢ bow hon Wo 
hele 1M pti ti spre aime at 
S49) ~; aN Wa 


fd rtrad seit sip parcial | 
pee sa a ier ens Ce 
if Te. | weoioloverh sonny eee roe 
le A eat ad ra h 
WE act ake ene On) as a 
is Nee, pe ee Media | } 
ei, SPs. 
i 4 


-<— Say * tee 


 eainsov a 
























































slabege tenes 
ai’ i wigs 


si cespcinesmbia rina. 4 


f _—~ - 


_ Posy 
ae A tet ‘pv pres ‘oo 
nant eons cin | 


soni) bas 2 dosti Ye widgteb « 
-l0D a‘dqsaol 42 to sisubery a bite 
ved hevievot ole ead .boslyeM | 
noiblits evit oved ahiswygstt of? EAL 
Sher OF ylot aidgiebelif Dt nt ariad . 
at bos imsiM seebeoA noitqatuedl, 
pinevivancsl stonbaA angie pee ape or 
-90 .clnigviV Hetil ab ted pal fh . 
audntuloD aecqotaivd> onrat betathonges bi tod 
sien fo gene's om eee eee ty 
ROL (0 rorletoO ine Ai not sobodeal sobteie : 
BURT 88 dow jie M td ero, f id 
POT SS valor JidtiniMt a yrds luge rs aie & 
eee D > 


-19¥ifl ot Yo rote si cls am 
pitlteud al ceed ead owed oI 
awed abirold gels dtiw: arsey pa 


owas (mosteplAl alliaul 

wt panty goer ty 

are ons vat hh anh olan cee 
yenqaeD 


awirt to onisiboM a 
poe wit sol mieiqgse an bevie: va ony 


~bravevit orit ,dinowlo aent la 

vowel veaxeV SEQL ai. ni six 

persist gee pita go a los 
whoontied® iy 

hokmam vow bas 8081 a lnoiBk 03 o sd@, ttn 
at ides pega he robe ‘i ae [som 
renast porte 26 Partha te ,2SeF 


an 


eee tata ry 
vst ers be a 


Onsager pen sg: clntenat Lyte ge: 
Hpraae= cA prey it 
oii aaliyah: Ta Saye tie her 

ye dytiate Saber y Rais 
ee ee ee eee 
Iqiny saw A eM: ye ae 
Lie yold Lisa . a 5 aoe Lon 


hbsetied 


é ry 


ew 





BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


WILLIAM GRESHAM WARD 


Senior member of the firm of Ward and Ward, Wil- 
liam G. Ward, prominent lawyer of Miami, has been 
practicing his profession there since 1923. 

Born in Lancaster, Kentucky, April 15, 1901, he is a 
son of Richard Gresham and Laura (Hackney) Ward. 
His father was a lumberman in Kentucky and Ohio. 
He came to Miami when his son was in high school and 
engaged in the real estate and insurance business until 
he retired in 1942. He died in 1946. 

William G. Ward attended Hughes High School in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and Miami High School, from which 
he was graduated in 1918. Entering the University of 
Florida in 1919, he was a student in the College of En- 
gineering, then changed to the College of Law and was 
graduated in May of 1923 with his LL.B. degree. 

Admitted to practice law in Florida in 1923, he began 
his practice with Judge H. P. Branning in Miami. 
Within a year he became a partner in the firm of 
Stapp, Vining and Ward. Years later, upon the death 
of Mr. Stapp, the firm became Ward and Ward with 
the admission of a brother of William’s, Harold F. 
Ward, as partner. William Ward’s son is now a mem- 
ber of the firm. 

A member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar and the Dade County Bar Association, Mr. 
Ward is admitted to practice in all state and federal 
courts of Florida and in the United States Supreme 
Court. 

Active in civic affairs, Mr. Ward is a past president 
of the Miami-Dade County Chamber of Commerce, past 
president of the Miami Kiwanis Club, past president 
of the Orange Bowl Committee, and is a member of 
the board of directors of the Ryder System of Miami. 
He is an Elk, a member of Phi Delta Phi legal fra- 
ternity and Alpha Tau Omega social fraternity, a 
member of Riviera Presbyterian Church of South Mi- 
ami, and a charter member of the Riviera Country Club 
of Coral Gables. 

On June 17, 1926, in Miami, he married Rubye Doug- 
lass, daughter of George A. and Anna (Lummus) 
Douglass of a pioneer family of Florida. They are the 
parents of two children: Marilyan, who married James 
L. Hiss of Miami, and William Douglass Ward, whose 
sketch follows. 


WILLIAM DOUGLASS WARD 


A partner in the firm of Ward and Ward, William 
Douglass Ward is following his father’s lead profes-~ 
sionally and has been practicing law in Florida since 
1955. 

Son of William Gresham Ward and Rubye Douglass 
Ward, he was born in Miami May 2, 1930. Through his 
maternal grandmother, Anna Lummus, he is a de- 
scendant of one of the early settlers of Miami. 

He graduated from Ponce de Leon High School, 
Coral Gables, in 1948; attended the University of Flor- 
ida until 1951, and then entered the Law College of 
the University of Miami, from which he was graduated 
with the LL.B. degree in 1954; and was admitted to 
practice law in Florida in January, 1955. During the 
next two years he served in the United States Army 
Transportation Corps with the rank of Captain. 

Mr. Ward is a member of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Florida Bar, Dade County Bar Association, 
and is chairman of the Real Property Committee on 
uniform forms of action for the Florida Bar. He is a 


member of Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternity and Alpha 
Tau Omega social fraternity, the Miami Kiwanis Club, 
the Orange Bowl Committee, the Riviera Country Club 
of Coral Gables and the Riviera Presbyterian Church 
of South Miami. In high school and college he partici- 
pated in all forms of sports and a variety of sports 
now occupy his leisure hours. 

On September 8, 1951, William Douglass Ward mar- 
ried Lois Ayers Sealander of Miami, daughter of Carl 
and Stella Ayers Sealander. Mrs. Ward graduated 
from Ponce de Leon High School in 1949 and attended 
Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee, and Florida 
State University. Mr. and Mrs. Ward now have three 
children, all born in Miami: 

1. Linda, born August 5, 1952. 

2. Carolyn, born March 18, 1957. 

3. Carl Douglass, born May 4, 1959. 


WILLIAM AUGUSTUS LANE, SR. 


William Augustus Lane, Sr., a successful lawyer in 
Miami, Florida, was born in Quitman, Georgia, on Jan- 
uary 31, 1895, the son of William Augustus Lane and 
Ida Clifton (Rogers) Lane, both deceased. His father 
practiced law in Quitman for many years, was a for- 
mer mayor of Quitman, and represented Brooks Coun- 
ty in the Georgia Legislature. 

Mr. Lane had his primary education in Tifton High 
School, Tifton, Georgia, then entered the Georgia 
School of Technology where he received his degree of 
Bachelor of Commercial Science in 1917. He then en- 
tered the First Officers Training Camp at Fort Mc- 
Pherson, Georgia, was commissioned a lieutenant in the 
United States Field Artillery Reserves and served in the 
United States and France during World War I. 

In 1920 he attended the School of Business Adminis- 
tration of Columbia University, New York, and in 1921 
entered the law school at Emory University, Atlanta, 
Georgia. In 1922 he entered the law school of the Uni- 
versity of Arizona where he received his LL.B. degree 
in 1924. 

He began the practice of law in 1925 in Miami where 
he has practiced continuously since that time, and is 
now the senior partner in the law firm of Lane, Primm, 
Lane & Carrier, with offices in the Security Trust 
Building. 

Mr. Lane is a member of the Florida Bar Associa- 
tion, the Dade County Bar Association, and the Amer- 
ican Bar Association. He is a Fellow of the Amer- 
ican Bar Foundation, and a member of the American 
Judicature Society, The Phi Alpha Delta legal frater- 
nity, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, the Miami Chamber of Com- 
merce, and the Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States of America. He is a past president of the Dade 
County Bar Association, of the Miami Lions Club and 
of the Executives Association of Greater Miami, and 
was the first president of the Crime Commission of 
Greater Miami. He is a past chairman of the Real 
Property, Probate and Trust Law Section of the Amer- 
ican Bar Association, and is a member of Christ Meth- 
odist Church in Miami. 

Mr. Lane married Marie Margaret Bennett, daughter 
of the Charles E. Bennetts of Atlanta, Georgia. Mrs. 
Lane died in 1954 and in 1958 Mr. Lane married Edith 
S. Ahbe, daughter of Mr. Frederic R. Ahbe and the late 
Mrs. Ahbe, of Coral Gables, Florida. He has two chil- 
dren by his first marriage and two grandchildren: 

William Augustus Lane, Jr., his son, was born in 
Tucson, Arizona, on November 2, 1923, graduated from 
Miami Senior High School, received an A.B. degree 
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THE VEAST COAST OFWFLORIDA 


from Duke University in 1944 and an LL.B. degree 
from the University of Miami Law School in 1949. Dur- 
ing World War II he served in the United States Navy 
as a lieutenant (j.g.) and is now a partner in his father’s 
law firm in Miami. 

Sarah Margaret Lane, his daughter, now Mrs. Rob- 
ert C. Bonner, of Coral Gables, Florida, was born in 
Miami on January 25, 1928, graduated from Miami 
Senior High School, and received her A.B. degree from 
the University of Florida in 1952. 

The Bonners have two children: Robert C. Bonner 
III, born May 2, 1952, and Lane Marie Bonner, born 
December 25, 1953. 


WILLIAM CLINTON GREEN 


William Clinton Green, an attorney and member of 
the firm of Green and Hastings, has been practicing law 
in Miami since 1930 and is a prominent member of 
numerous professional associations. 

Son of William Henry Green, a lumber broker, and 
Nettie Lorrene Mont-Brooks, he was born in Tyler, 
Florida, January 14, 1907, His father died in 1941. His 
mother is living at Williston, Florida. 

His family having moved from the west to the east 
coast of Florida, Clinton Green graduated from Palm 
Beach High School in 1926. During the next year he 
attended the University of Florida and, the following 
year, the University of Miami. Having acquired a le- 
gal education by private study, he was admitted to the 
practice of law in Florida on February 16, 1930, and 
since then, excepting his years in military service in 
World War II, has carried on his practice in Miami. 
During the depression year of 1934 he worked with 
the National Recovery Administration and the Civil 
Works Administration as a member of the Florida 
Advisory Council. : 

In 1943 Mr. Green entered the United States Army 
and, after graduating from Judge Advocate General 
School at the University of Michigan in 1944, served 
with the rank of First Lieutenant as Judge Advocate 
of the General Engineer District in the Philippines for 
eleven months. He won the Philippine Liberation Med- 
al with bronze star, the Asiatic-Pacific Medal with star 
for the Luzon campaign, the American Defense Medal 
and the World War II Victory Medal. He is a member 
of the Judge Advocate Generals Association, the Re- 
serve Officers Association, the Society of Military En- 
gineers, and the Military Order of the World Wars, 
Miami chapter. 

In professional organizations Mr. Green is a member 
of the American Bar Association, the Florida Bar, and 
the Dade County Bar Association, of which he is a 
past director (1960); the American College of Trial 
Lawyers and the Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers; 
the American Judicature Society; the American Acad- 
emy of Forensic Sciences and the Law-Science Acad- 
emy of America; the National Association of Claim- 
ants’ Counsel of America. He is a director of the Uni- 
versity of Miami Law Center and a member of the 
Finance Committee on Continuing Legal Education. 

In social circles Mr. Green is a member of Sigma 
Phi Epsilon national college fraternity; of Miami Beach 
Rod and Reel Club (his hobby being fishing); and at- 
tends the First Presbyterian Church of Coral Gables. 
He is listed in Marquis’ “Who’s Who in America.” 

William Clinton Green’s present wife, whom he mar- 
ried January 28, 1955, is Phoebe Diehl, daughter of 


Carl and Roberta (Patchell) Diehl. Mrs. Green at- 
tended Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio. Mr. 
Green is the father of seven children, three by a pre- 
vious marriage. They are: William Marvin Green, Ja- 
nice Arlene (Green) Grothe, Marjorie Jeanette, Me- 
linda Jane, Melissa Anne, Melanie Roberta, and Mar- 
cia Loreen Green. 


a 


SAMUEL BLANK 


The founder and active head of National Brands, Inc., 
distributors of beer and nationally known brands of 
groceries, Samuel Blank has been operating in Florida 
since 1925, and is also head of several other large com- 
panies in Florida. He is a prominent and influential 
figure in the beer industry and in civie and fraternal 
organizations. 

Son of Morris and Jennie (Polonsky) Blank, both 
born in Russia, in 1869 and 1870 respectively, Samuel 
Blank was born in New York City April 23, 1896, and 
was educated in the public schools of New York. Prior 
to the time of his coming to Florida, he was engaged 
in the bakery business in New York. 

Coming to Miami in 1925, he established Florida 
Sugar Distributors, Inc., selling sugar and flour to 
bakeries in the Greater Miami area. He later expanded 
this business to include the sale of other grocery items 
to hotels, restaurants and institutions. In 1933 he added 
Premium Beer to the list-and in 1940 adopted the firm’s 
present name, National Brands, Inc., now distributors 
of Budweiser and Michelob Beer and nationally known 
brands of groceries. Mr. Blank is President and Chair- 
man of the Board of this corporation and also of Na- 
tional Wines, Inc. (wine bottlers and distributors), and 
of State Truck Rental, Inc. In addition, he is Chairman 
of the Board of Pepsi-Cola Bottling Companies of Or- 
lando, Lakeland and Melbourne, and Chairman of the 
Board of Seaboard Warehouse Terminals, Inc. 

Mr. Blank is a trustee of the University of Miami; a 
founder and trustee of Mt. Sinai Hospital of Greater 
Miami; a director of the National Beer Wholesalers 
Association of America and of Beer Industry of Flor- 
ida; a director of the Industrial National Bank of Mi- 
ami; a former vice-president and director of Miami- 
Dade County Chamber of Commerce, and a member 
of Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce and the Florida 
State Chamber of Commerce as well. He is a former 
vice-president and director of the United Fund of Dade 
County; a director of the Goodwill Industries of Dade 
County; a director and former president of the Greater 
Miami Jewish Federation; a member of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews and member of the 
Florida Region Executive Board. During World War II 
he was chairman of the Greater Miami Army-Navy 
Committee of the U.S.O. 

His fraternal affiliations are with B’nai B’rith, Mi- 
ami Beach Lodge; Hibiscus Lodge #275, F. & A. M., 
Miami Consistory and Mahi Temple; B.P.O.E. Lodge 
#1601 of Miami Beach; and the Honorable Order of 
Kentucky Colonels. He is a member of the Newcomen 
Society in North America, Brandeis University Club 
of Miami, the Variety Club of Greater Miami, West- 
view Country Club and the Standard Club of Greater 
Miami. His synagogue is Temple Emanu-El of Miami 
Beach. 

In Brooklyn, New York, on June 20, 1915, Samuel 
Blank married Beatrice Miller, daughter of James and 
Sena Miller, both born in Russia. Mr. and Mrs. Blank 
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EIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


are the parents of two daughters and a son: Marion 
(Mrs. Stanley Frehling), born October 9, 1918, in 
Brooklyn, New York; Rose (Mrs. Sanford Kramer), 
born January 3, 1921, in Brooklyn, New York; and 
Jerome, born September 30, 1927, in Coral Gables, 
Florida. Jerome is vice-president of National Brands, 
Ine. 

Samuel Blank’s biographical outline appears in 
“Who’s Who in America” and “Who’s Who in Commerce 
and Industry,” by A. N. Marquis Company, and also in 
“Poor’s Register of Directors and Executives.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Blank reside at Imperial House, 5255 
Collins Avenue, Miami Beach. 


CHARLES CAY PAPY, JR. 


Charles Cay Papy, Jr., of the law firm of Papy, Tal- 
bot and Carruthers, Miami, is a member of a pioneer 
law-minded family of Florida. His great uncle, Mari- 
anna Papy, was the first Attorney General of the State 
of Florida. His father, Charles C. Papy, Sr., a retired 
detective of the City of Miami, was born in Tallahassee 
October 9, 1901, and was educated in the schools of 
Tallahassee. He brought his family to Miami in 1919 and 
for twenty-eight years prior to his retirement in 1955 
was in law enforcement work with the Miami Police 
Department. 

Charles, Jr.’s, mother was Mary Crame, who was 
born in Atlanta, Georgia. He himself was born in 
Miami August 18, 1927, and graduated from Miami 
High School in 1945. He subsequently attended the 
University of Florida and the University of Miami Law 
School, graduated in 1953 with the LL.B. degree, and 
was admitted to practice law in Florida that year, since 
which time he has specialized as a trial lawyer. 

Mr. Papy is a member of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the Florida Bar and the Dade County Bar Asso- 
ciation. Active in church work, he is past president of 
the Everglades Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church, 
a deacon of the Granada Presbyterian Church of Coral 
Gables, where he also has been teaching the Men’s 
Bible Class for many years, and is a member of the 
Development Board of the Presbyterian College at St. 
Petersburg. He is a member of Pi Kappa Alpha social 
fraternity. Bird hunting is his hobby. 

On May 28, 1948, in Miami, Charles C. Papy, Jr., 
married June Marlowe, daughter of the late Rossie F 
and Wannie (Windgate) Marlowe. She also is a native 
Floridian and a graduate of Summerlin High School, 
Bartow. 

The Papys have two sons, born in Miami: Charles C. 
III, born February 6, 1952; Stephen Arnold, born Jan- 
uary 16, 1956. 


REDMOND BUNN GAUTIER, JR. 


A member of the law firm of Worley, Gautier and 
Dawes, Redmond B. Gautier, Jr., has practiced law in 
Miami since 1932 and has served in the State Legisla- 
ture, both in the House of Representatives and in the 
Senate, 

Born in Miami April 3, 1909, he is a son of the late 
Redmond B. Gautier, Sr., who was a prominent lawyer 
in Miami for more than thirty-five years and was a 
former Mayor of Miami. Mrs. Ida M. (Miller) Gautier, 
‘mother of R. B., Jr., resides in Miami. 

Mr. Gautier attended Miami High School, Riverside 
Military Academy in Gainesville, Georgia, from which 


he was graduated in 1927, and Washington and Lee 
University of Lexington, Virginia. He attended night 
law school and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 
1932. He then became associated with Lee W. Worley 
in the firm of Worley and Gautier, which won a rep- 
utation for its work in civil practice. 

During World War II, in 1943, Mr. Gautier volun- 
teered for service in the United States Navy Air Force 
and was a naval pilot with the rank of Lieutenant un- 
til his honorable discharge in 1945. 

He was first elected to represent Dade County in the 
Florida Legislature in 1942 and again in 1946. Elected 
as State Senator from his district, he served in the 
1949, 1951, 1953 and 1955 sessions, during which time 
he was identified with a bill creating the Florida Turn- 
pike Authority, the University of Miami Medical School 
and the new government known as Home Rule for 
Dade County. : 

Mr. Gautier is a director and vice-president, as well 
as General Counsel, for the Greater Miami *ederal 
Savings and Loan Association of Miami. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar and the Dade County Bar Association; 
the American Legion, the Miami Kiwanis Club and 
the Elks. He is a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity and is an honorary member of the University 
of Miami Alumni Association. He is Chairman of the 
Council of the School of Medicine of the University of 
Miami and is on the Board of Directors of the Riviera 
Country Club of Coral Gables; also, a member of the 
Indian Creek Country Club of Miami Beach. His 
church is Methodist; his recreation, golf. 

On November 19, 1937, Redmond B. Gautier, Jr., mar- 
ried Frances Roe of Grand Rapids, Michigan, daughter 
of Francis Roe and Clair Smith. They have a son, Gary 
Bunn Gautier, born in May, 1939; and a daughter, Vicki 
Frances Gautier, born in February, 1948. Gary gradu- 
ated from Coral Gables High School and is now in the 
Junior class at the University of Miami. Vicki is a 
student at St. Stephen’s Episcopal School in Miami. 


DAN CHAPPELL. 


A former candidate for Governor of Florida and ex- 
representative of Dade County in the State Legislature, 
Dan Chappell is one of the leading lawyers of Miami, 
where he has been practicing his profession since 1924. 

Mr. Chappel was born in Americus, Georgia, October 
1, 1896, son of William H. Chappell, who was a farmer 
in Georgia, and Florie (Allen) Chappell. He sraduated 
from Americus High School in 1914, attended Georgia 
School of Technology in 1915-16 and Emory University 
in 1917, his education at the latter institution being in- 
terrupted by World War I, in which he served as a pilot 
in the United States Signal Corps or Aviation Service 
of the Army, as the Air Force was then known, with 
the rank of Lieutenant. 

Following his honorable discharge from the Army 
in 1919, Mr. Chappell studied law in the office of Shipp 
and Sheppard of Americus, Georgia, and was admitted 
to practice law in the State of Georgia in December of 
1919. He established himself in a general practice in his 
home town and in 1920 was elected Prosecuting Attor- 
ney for Sumter County, Georgia, in which office he 
served until he came to Miami in 1924. 

Entering the political arena in Florida, he was elected 
to the House of Representatives in 1929 and, being re- 
elected, served until 1935, the year in which he became 
a candidate for the governorship of the State. At that 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


time he was senior member of the law firm of Chappell, 
Brown and Allen. 

Mr. Chappell is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation, the Florida Bar and the Dade County Bar 
Association and is admitted to practice before all courts, 
State and Federal, including the United States Supreme 
Court. 

As a side-line business and hobby, Mr. Chappell 
breeds thoroughbred horses and races them under the 
name of Sunshine Stables. He is also a director of Miami 
Beach Federal Savings and Loan Association. 

He is a Mason of the local F. and A. M. lodge and all 
bodies up to and including the York Rite, Knights 
Templar Commandery and Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami; 
an Elk; a member of the American Legion, past Com- 
mander of John D. Mathis Post in Americus, Georgia; 
and a member of the Presbyterian Church. 

He was married in Miami on November 12, 1926, to 
Dorothy Dekle, daughter of R. L. and Daisy (Cobb) 
Dekle of Cordele, Georgia. Mr. and Mrs. Chappell are 
the parents of two daughters, Dorothy and Donna. 
Dorothy, now Mrs. Johnson Davis of Miami, was born 
in Miami in 1929. She graduated from Miami High 
School, attended St. Stephens College at Columbia, Mis- 
souri, and graduated from the University of Georgia. 
She has two children, Jay and Joy Davis. Donna Chap- 
pell, born in Miami in 1931, also graduated from Miami 
High School and attended the University of Georgia. 


THOMAS H. TEASLEY 


A member of the firm of Padgett, Teasley and Niles, 
Thomas H. Teasley has been practicing law in Dade 
County since 1936. He is also a director of several Hill 
York companies, of Lucerne Packing Company of 
Princeton, Florida, and various other companies. 

Born in Jeff Davis County, Georgia, July 5, 1911, he 
is a son of Chester B. Teasley, former owner and oper- 
ator of peach and apple orchards in Georgia, who is 
now retired at the age of 78 and is residing in Canton, 
Georgia. Mr. Teasley’s mother, the former Audrey D. 
Adams, now 71, is living in Miami. 

Thomas H. Teasley graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1927 and from Bailey Military Institute at 
Greenwood, South Carolina. He then attended Emory 
Junior College at Oxford, Georgia, and subsequently 
studied law at John B. Stetson University, DeLand, 
Florida, from which he was graduated in 1936 with the 
LL.B. degree. He was admitted to practice law in Flor- 
ida that same year. His entire practice has been centered 
in Dade County and, since 1958, in Coral Gables. He 
practices before all courts of the State of Florida, the 
Federal courts and Tax courts. 


Mr. Teasley is a member of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Florida Bar, Dade County and Coral Gables 
Bar Associations; of Phi Alpha Delta legal and Delta 
Sigma Phi social fraternities; of Coral Gables Rotary 
Club, Miami Beach Rod and Reel Club, Emerald Bay 
Yacht Club, Miami Shores Country Club, Miami Shores 
Men’s Club and the Community Church of Miami 
Shores. Fishing and boating are his favorite recreations. 

He was married in Miami on December 24, 1936, to 
Linda V. Partee of North Miami, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. W. Partee. Mrs. Teasley, a graduate of Miami Edi- 
son High School, attended Florida Southern College, 
Peabody College and the University of Georgia and 
taught in the Dade County public schools. 


A son, Thomas Sawyer Teasley, was born in Miami 
Beach September 8, 1942. He graduated from North 
Miami Senior High School and is now a student at the 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Institute in Miami. 


DAVID H. HENDRICK 


A member of the firm of Turner, Hendrick, Fascell 
and Guilford of Coral Gables, David H. Hendrick has 
been practicing law in the Miami area since 1938, ex- 
cepting three years in the Navy during World War II. 
Mr. Hendrick was a city commissioner of Coral Gables 
for eight years and served two terms as Mayor of Coral 
Gables. He is a director of the City National Bank of 
Coral Gables and of the University Federal Savings 
and Loan Association of Coral Gables. 

Son of the late David H. and Shirley (Cord) Hen- 
drick, he was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Sep- 
tember 12, 1914. Prior to his death in 1955, his father 
was associated with Burdine’s of Miami for about 
twenty-three years. He is buried in Flagler Memorial 
Park, Miami. Mr. Hendrick’s mother died August 3, 
1961. 

His family having moved to Florida, David Hendrick 
graduated from Orlando High School in 1932. He re- 
ceived his LL.B. degree from the University of Miami 
Law School in 1938 and, admitted to the Florida bar, 
practiced law in Miami until the end of 1942. 

Entering the United States Navy as an Ensign in 
January, 1943, Mr. Hendrick served until January, 
1946. 

Following his return from the service, he established 
his practice in Coral Gables in partnership with Mr. 
Benjamin W. Turner. In 1950 the Honorable Dante B. 
Fascell, United States Congressman from the Fourth 
Congressional District, became a partner, and in 1961 
Mr. Frank Guilford, Jr., became a partner and Mr. J. 
Kirk McDonald an associate. All are graduates of the 
University of Miami Law School. 

Mr. Hendrick served on the City Commission of Coral 
Gables from 1947 to 1955 and as Mayor of Coral Gables 
from 1951 to 1955. He is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, the Dade County and 
Coral Gables Bar Associations; is past president of both 
the Junior and the Senior Chambers of Commerce of 
Coral Gables, past president and a member of the Coral 
Gables Rotary Club, and former vestryman and a mem- 
ber of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church. He has also 
served, over the years, as an officer and director of 
various community and civie organizations. 

In Miami on June 28, 1940, David H. Hendrick mar- 
ried Milly Beckstrom, daughter of Ross and Mildred 
Peterson Beckstrom. She is a graduate of Ponce de 
Leon High School, Coral Gables, and attended Florida 
State University and the University of Miami. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hendrick are the parents of two children: Bar- 
bara L. Hendrick, born October 6, 1941, and David R. 
Hendrick, born October 7, 1942. Both were born in 
Coral Gables, graduated from Coral Gables High School 
and are now students at the University of Miami. 


JUDGE CHARLES H. SPOONER 


Serving as Municipal Judge of the City of Coral 
Gables since 1957, Charles H. Spooner has been prac- 
ticing law in Coral Gables since 1952, when he received 
his LL.B. degree from the University of Miami Law 
School. 

The Spooner family is a pioneer one in Florida, having 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


settled in Gadsden County in the late 18th century. 
Judge Spooner’s father was a farmer in northwest 
Florida all his life. He died in 1935. The Judge’s mother 
was Minnie Adella Murray, a native of Georgia. 

Born in Quincy, Florida March 7, 1918, Charles H. 
Spooner graduated from Quincy High School in 1935 
and attended the University of Florida for two years. 
During World War II, from 1943 to 1945, he served in 
the United States Army as an agent in the Criminal 
Investigation Department. 

No doubt this experience influenced his decision at a 
later date to take up the study of law. Graduating from 
the University of Miami Law School in 1952, he was 
admitted to practice law in Florida on June 9 of that 
year, and since then has followed his profession in Coral 
Gables. Appointed Municipal Judge of Coral Gables in 
1957, he still holds that office. 


Mr. Spooner is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation, the Florida Bar, the Dade County and Coral 
Gables Bar Associations, and is a former director of 
the local association. He holds membership in the Phi 
Alpha Delta legal fraternity, the Coral Gables Country 
Club, and the First Methodist Church of Coral Gables, 
in which he serves as a steward. Swimming is his fa- 
vorite recreation. 

Charles H. Spooner was married in Miami on Feb- 
ruary 10, 1940, to Kathryn Butler, daughter of Robert 
and Pauline Hardy Butler. Mrs. Spooner was born in 
Winter Haven, Florida, and is a graduate of Winter 
Haven High School. Mr. and Mrs. Spooner are the 
parents of three children, all born in Miami. 

1. C. Murray Spooner, born September 16, 1941, 
graduated from Coral Gables High School in 1959 and 
is now a student at the University of Florida. 

2. Janet Kay Spooner, born July 28, 1947, is a student 
at the Ponce de Leon Junior High School in Coral 
Gables. 

3. Stephen Porter Spooner, born January 16, 1949, is 
a student at Ponce de Leon Junior High School. 


DENIS V. RENUART 


Renuart Lumber Yards, Inc., was established in Coral 
Gables in 1923, before that Miami suburb was incorpo- 
rated as a separate municipality, and now has several 
branches throughout southern Florida. 

The founder of this company was Adhemar Renuart, 
a native of Belgium who was brought to Canada in his 
infancy, who first established his lumber business in 
the province of Manitoba. He died in 1948, and he and 
his wife, who was Mary Joseph Dumesnil, are buried 
in Miami. 

Denis V. Renuart, son of Adhemar and Mary Joseph 
Renuart, has been president of Renuart Lumber Yards 
since his father retired in 1945 and became chairman 
of the board. Mr. Renuart is prominent in the business 
and civic life of Coral Gables. 

Born in St. Pierre, Manitoba, Canada, January 5, 
1901, he received his early education in local schools 
and attended St. Thomas College in St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, in 1917-18. During summer vacations while at- 
tending school he became acquainted with his father’s 
business and since 1923 has been an officer of the com- 
pany. 

Mr. Renuart is a director of the Coral Gables First 
National Bank, Coral Gables Federal Savings and Loan 
Association, the Greater Miami Traffic Association and 


Woodlawn Park Cemetery. He is a past president of the 
Coral Gables Chamber of Commerce and the Kiwanis 
Club, a member of the Citizens Board of the University 
of Miami, the Riviera Country Club of Coral Gables, 
and the Serra Club of Miami. His fraternal organizations 
are the Elks of Coral Gables and the Knights of Colum- 
bus, and he is also a member of St. Vincent de Paul 
Society and the Holy Name Society of the Little Flower 
Church of Coral Gables, of which he and his family are 
devout members. Traveling is his preference as recrea- 
tion. 

In St. Pierre, Manitoba, Canada, on November 11, 
1919, Denis V. Renuart married Edith Prefontaine, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Prefontaine. Her father 
was a member of Parliament from the Province of Man- 
itoba for more than thirty-five years, and a member of 
the Manitoba cabinet. 

The Renuarts have seven children: 

1. Denise, born in St. Pierre, Canada, September 22, 
1920. 

2. Raymond, born in St. Pierre, January 8, 1922. He 
served as a pilot in the United States Army Air Force 
in World War II and was killed in Japan in 1945. 

3. Victor, born May 10, 1923, in St. Pierre, served in 
the United States Army in the Philippines in World 
War II. 

4, Albert, born August 2, 1925, in Coral Gables, served 
in the United States Marines in the Pacific. 

5. Gilbert, born March 4, 1927, in Coral Gables, served 
in the United States Navy in World War II. 

6. John, born January 17, 1931, in Coral Gables. 

7. Louise, born May 20, 1935, in Coral Gables. 


LELAND HYZER 


The senior member of the law firm of Hyzer, Knight 
and Lund, Leland Hyzer has been practicing his profes- 
sion in Miami since 1925, and is a prominent member 
of the bar and of civic organizations. 

He was born in Janesville, Wisconsin, September 23, 
1896, son of William W. and Alice D. (Crotsenburg) 
Hyzer, both deceased. 

Leland Hyzer graduated from Janesville High School 
in 1915, and from the University of Wisconsin in 1922, 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree, followed by the Bache- 
lor of Laws degree in 1923. 

Admitted to practice law in the state of Wisconsin in 
1923, he followed his profession in Milwaukee for one 
year before coming to Florida. He was admitted to the 
Florida bar in 1925, and has conducted his legal prac- 
tice in Miami since then. 

Mr. Hyzer was a candidate for the office of United 
States Congressman on the Republican ticket in 1956, 
and in 1958, he ran for a seat in the United States Senate. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar and the Dade County Bar Association; a 
director of the Coconut Grove Bank, and a past presi- 
dent of the Coconut Grove Rotary Club; a member of 
Coconut Grove F. & A. M. Lodge #258 and of St. Ste- 
phen’s Episcopal Church. He plays golf at the Riviera 
Country Club and is also a member of Biscayne Bay 
Yacht Club and the Bath Club of Miami Beach. 

Having served in the United States Army in both 
World Wars—as a Second Lieutenant in World War I 
and with the rank of Major in the Judge Advocate 
General Department in World War II—Mr. Hyzer is a 
member of the Military Order of World Wars, of Coco- 
nut Grove’s Lindley DeGarmo Post of the American 
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Legion, and of the Army and Navy Club of Coral 
Gables. 

On November 12, 1948, in Miami, Leland Hyzer mar- 
ried Eleanor Gilchrist Harper, daughter of Harry A. and 
Francelia (Still) Gilchrist. By her first marriage Mrs. 
Hyzer has two children, whose father was killed in 
World War II. They are: 

1. Henry Thomas Harper, III, born December 3, 1941, 
who graduated from Coral Gables High School and is 
now a student at Stetson University. 

2. Harriet Francelia Harper, born January 13, 1943, 
who is a graduate of LaChatelaine School at St. Blaise, 
Switzerland, and is now a student at the University of 


_ Miami. 


JAMES ARTHUR RYDER 


One of the most outstanding members of the Young 
Presidents Organization is James A. Ryder, President 
and Chairman of the Board of Ryder System, Inc. 

James Arthur Ryder was born in Columbus, Ohio, 
July 28, 1913, son of Harry F. and Anna Bennett Ryder. 
He was six years old when his father, a heavy construc- 
tion contractor, brought the family to Miami, Florida, 
in 1919. 

Jim, his older brothers, Harry (deceased) and Ralph, 
and his younger sister, Ruth, attended public schools. 
At Miami Edison High School Jim was an outstanding 
athlete. As first-string center on the football team he 
was an aggressive, rough, but fair, player. He always 
has played hard; at Edison his nose was broken, and in 
1958, in a badminton game with his older son, Jim. Jr., 
he slipped while rushing the net and broke his right leg. 

All the Ryders were avid sailing enthusiasts, grow- 
ing up along Miami’s Biscayne Bay. They were hard- 
fighting, salty racing competitors and Jim particularly 
is remembered as a helmsman who always sailed to 
win. 

Upon graduation from high school in 1932, being 
financially unable to go to college, Jim Ryder took a 
job on Miami Beach, mixing cement on a construction 
job. Within a few days he saw inefficiency in the way 
the cement handlers stood around while he mixed an- 
other batch for their use. 

He asked the foreman for a second mixing box, re- 
ported for work early enough to prepare one box and 
set up the second with cement and sand, but no water. 
When the first “mix” was about depleted, Jim watered 
the second and had cement waiting for the workers 
when the first box was empty. It got him his first pay 
raise. 

That striving for efficiency has been an earmark of 
Jim Ryder throughout his business life. Recently a 
newsman asked him what he thought of a young man’s 


'chances in today’s world. “Better than ever before,” he 


replied. “All that is being done now will be done better 
in the future.” 

While working as a construction job laborer, Ryder 
learned that the men who drove trucks hauling material 
to the job made more money than he did. He put a few 
dollars down on a 1931 Model-A Ford stake truck, quit 
his laboring job, and rattled off into the trucking busi- 
ness. 

For awhile he was a one-man operation, driving into 
the night, hauling anything he could contract to carry— 
beach debris, lumber, concrete blocks. He kept books on 
his windshield, writing notations with chalk and erasing 
entries with the heel of his fist. Then to get better pro- 


duction from his one truck, Ryder hired a friend to 
drive when he was not behind the wheel. Together, the 
pair worked almost around the clock. 

Ryder Trucking Company was formed in 1933, and 
during the next five years Ryder built up a small local 
drayage business. During this period, for nearly a year 
Ryder drove a truckload of concrete blocks to Palm 
Beach, a distance of 80 miles, several nights a week; 
unloaded his cargo, and returned to Miami in time for 
a short sleep before starting the new day at seven A.M. 

Ryder’s future course was set firmly in 1938, when he 
sold a beer distributor on the then-new idea of leasing 
his delivery trucks. Ryder provided five units, plus 
servicing, and he was underway as a pioneer in a busi- 
ness that, in 1960, was to see Ryder Truck Rental, Inc., 
the nation’s largest truck-leasing operation—doing 
business at an annual rate of more than $50 million, 
with 14,000 trucks, tractors and trailers serving United 
States and Canadian industry from 169 locations in both 
countries. 

Jim Ryder’s biggest plunge came in 1952, when he 
scraped together all his assets, mortgaged his modest 
home, borrowed to the hilt, and paid $1,950,000 cash for 
Great Southern Trucking Company, the largest motor 
freight carrier in the Southeast. The case of the cat- 
swallowing mouse put Ryder into the motor freight 
field. Today the Ryder carriers, the Great Southern, 
T.S.C. Motor Freight Lines, and Loo-Mac Freight Lines, 
divisions of Ryder Truck Lines, Southern-Plaza Ex- 
press, and Ryder Tank Line (a bulk commodity carrier), 
are among the nation’s top trucking operations, running 
3,850 trucks in 32 states to produce revenues that will 
top $50 million in 1961. 

Ryder System, Inc., parent of the subsidiary operating 
companies, was formed in March, 1955, with Jim Ryder 
as President and Chairman of the Board. Ryder System 
stock went on the over-the-counter market at $10 per 
common share. In mid-1959, when the stock was selling 
at about $70, it was split, two for one. 

On September 19, 1960, the System was listed simul- 
taneously on the New York Stock Exchange and the 
Pacific Coast Stock Exchange. Since becoming publicly 
held, Ryder Sytem’s gross revenues have increased 
308%, making it one of the fastest-growing companies 
in the United States. 

In 1939 James A. Ryder married the former Miss 
June Sharpe of Miami, daughter of his first woman em- 
ployee. They have two sons, James, Jr., born September 
19, 1940, now‘a student at the University of North Caro- 
lina, and Jonathan, born August 1, 1948. Both sons were 
born in Miami. 

Ryder and his family live at 4055 Douglas Road in 
Coconut Grove, the oldest section of Miami. They are a 
close family and spend much time together when Jim 
Ryder is in the city and not at his office, which is but 
two miles away from the Ryder home, in a new seven- 
story building overlooking Biscayne Bay. 

Pet of the Ryder family, but particularly of Jim Ryder, 
is a black German Shepherd named Nero. Jim has had 
a half-dozen dogs in his life, all Shepherds, all named 
Nero. Asked to name his most prized possessions re- 
cently by a writer, Ryder ticked off on his fingers: “My 
family, my health, and my dog, Nero.” 

When Ryder System was smaller, Jim Ryder could 
boast that he knew every employee by name; he was 
“Jim” to dockhands and drivers. Fast growth by inter- 
nal expansion and acquisition (19 leasing and carrier 
companies have been added to the System since 1955) 
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BLOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


has increased Ryder employees to more than 6,100 and 
spread them through 37 states and into Canada. Jim 
Ryder, seeking to meet every employee of the “Big R” 
company, is this year visiting 100 cities where it oper- 
ates. He will hit two cities a day, breakfasting with 
local managers, touring installations, shaking hands, 
asking questions and answering those of people he 
meets. 

He has tremendous energy—wears down those who 
travel with him. He will average traveling from four to 
six thousand miles a month, works almost constantly, 
and while aloft between cities keeps a secretary busy 
dictating letters and memos. Ryder is a heavy note- 
maker and streams his thoughts to members of his man- 
agement team. 

At the age of 48, Ryder is ruggedly healthy and un- 
usually sensitive to any change in his physical condition. 
He exercises regularly, swims in his private pool daily, 
plays badminton singles by the hour under a blazing 
Florida sky, and often walks at a brisk pace the two 
miles to his office. He watches his weight carefully, 
holding it around 175 pounds, and does not smoke. On 
awakening he grades the way he feels, marking in a 
bedside notebook the score, from 100 downward. He 
contends he knows himself so well that he can score 97 
one day and 98 the next, and feel the difference. 

Mr. Ryder is a member of the San Francisco Stock 
Exchange, a director of the Industrial National Bank 
and a member of the following service organizations: 
Business Advisory Panel of the President’s Committee 
for Traffic Safety; Traffic Club of Greater Miami; 
American Transporatation Association; American In- 
stitute of Management; Dade County Citizens Safety 
Council (President); Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States and Florida State Chamber of Commerce 
(Director at large of latter); National Association of 
Manufacturers (Board of Directors); University of 
Miami Citizens Board and Board of Trustees of the Uni- 
versity of Miami; Miami Exchange Club; United Fund 
(Director); Goodwill Industries (Chairman); A.T.A. 
Foundation (Board of Trustees); American Foundation 
of Religion and Psychiatry (Board of Governors); Bis- 
cayne Methodist Home (Director). 

He holds membership in the Opera Guild and in the 
following clubs: Bath Club, Surf Club, Miami Club, 
Coral Reef Yacht, Coral Harbour Yacht, Pier 66 Yacht, 
Key Largo Anglers, En Centro de Las Americas, River 
Club (Jacksonville), and Capital City Club (Atlanta). 


JOHN R. RING 


A member of a pioneer family of Miami, John R. 
Ring, like his older brother, the late R. Warner Ring, 
is following the career of Certified Public Accountant. 
He has been associated with the firm of Ring, Mahony 
and Arner since January, 1934, and is now senior active 
partner. The firm has offices in Miami, Fort Lauderdale, 
West Palm Beach and Jacksonville. 

John R. Ring was born in Miami December 29, 1913, 
son of Richard John, a native of Cadiz, Pennsylvania, 
and Mary A. (Meskill) Ring, who was born in Balti- 
more, Maryland. Both parents are deceased. His father, 
who was a construction engineer, moved the family to 
Miami in 1902 and helped build the Magic City. 

John R. attended private and public schools in Miami, 
graduating from Miami High School in 1931, and studied 
accounting by correspondence with LaSalle University. 


He is an active member of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants and a member of its Ethics 
Committee. He is also a discussion leader in its Public 
Relations Clinic. He is an active member of the Florida 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, which he has 
served as an officer and member of its Executive Com- 
mittee and is now a member of the Legislative Com- 
mittee. In the local Dade County chapter of the Florida 
Institute of CPA’s he has served as a member of the 
Board of Directors and as an officer. 

In civic organizations Mr. Ring is past campaign 
chairman of the United Fund and is presently serving 
as treasurer and a member of the Board of Trustees. 
He is an active member of the Orange Bowl Committee, 
and during Governor Collins’ administration was chair- 
man of the Florida State Racing Commission. He is 
now president of the Dade County Economic Develop- 
ment Council; a member of the University of Miami 
Citizens Board and of the University of Miami Medical 
School Council. He is also a member of the Miami 
Kiwanis Club, the Miami Club, and the Riviera Country 
Club of Coral Gables. Golf, fishing and hunting are his 
favorite sports. He is of the Roman Catholic faith. 

On August 16, 1939, in Miami, John R. Ring married 
Mary Elsie Weems, daughter of William A. and Maud 
(Corbett) Weems. 


THOMAS JESSUP PANCOAST 


One of the founders of the City of Miami Beach 
and one of the most influential figures in its economic, 
civic and social affairs was Thomas Jessup Pancoast. 

Born July 13, 1865, in Moorestown, New Jersey, 
Thomas J. Pancoast was the son of Josiah Dunn 
and Sarah Middleton Pancoast. He received his early 
education in Moorestown schools including the Friends 
High School, 

He began his business career by working for a 
Philadelphia wholesale textile firm. On January 17, 
1889, he married Katherine Rogers Collins, daughter 
of John S. Collins and Rachel Collins of Moorestown, 
New Jersey. As a result of the plans for this marriage 
a partnership was formed in 1888 named Collins and 
Pancoast, which established a new businesss in Mer- 
chantville, New Jersey, to sell coal, farm equipment, 
lumber, hardware and other builders supplies. 

A home was built in Merchantville, and Mr. Pan- 
coast soon became one of the town’s respected citi- 
zens. When a bank was established he became one 
of its directors. By 1903 there were three children, and 
as the years passed there was no suggestion that 
this family would ever change its location or oc- 
cupation. 

In 1911, John S. Collins invited Mr. and Mrs. Pan- 
coast and other members of the Collins family to 
visit Florida. Mr. Collins was financially involved in 
farming development of the raw land lying east of 
the small city of Miami between Biscayne Bay and 
the Atlantic Ocean. The purpose of the invitation 
was to secure financial participation. The visitors 
agreed to extend financial help if the project could 
include much of the 1600 acre holding as a real 
estate development. 

It was decided a bridge would have to be built 
across Biscayne Bay, and that one family would have 
to move to Miami to take charge of the project. Mr. 
and Mrs. Pancoast felt the challenge of building a 
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THESEAST COAST TOF? EEORIDA 


resort along the tropical beaches and agreed to move 
to Miami after selling their northern business and 
home. 

By 1912 the move was made, Mr. Pancoast es- 
tablished an office for the new development company 
called the Miami Beach Improvement Company. He 
directed the building of a two and one-half mile 
wooden bridge across Biscayne Bay. The first sub- 
division was platted in 1912, although the bridge 
was not completed until the following year. There 
followed years of clearing, bulkheading, filling, plat- 
ing and marketing. 

As property was sold, buildings were built and a 
famous city was beginning. Developers of adjoining 
lands cooperated and the new city of Miami Beach 
was incorporated. Mr. Pancoast was one of the great 
constructive influences of this city, of the county, and 
of the state until his death in 1941. He was a part of 
numberless organizations, committees and drives. 

Some of the projects which took much of his time 
were the East Coast Canal, the Everglades National 
Park, a free port project (which did not mature), 
and the introduction of the avocado to cities spread 
all over the northern states. He helped found the 
Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce and was its 
president for the first twenty-one years of its exist- 
ence. He was an eager supporter of the University of 
Miami during its formative years. 

Ogtethorpe University conferred on him the degree 
of Doctor of Public Service on May 25, 1941, with 
the following words of presentation: 

“The degree of Doctor of Public Service upon 
Thomas Jessup Pancoast, president of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Miami Beach; dreamer and doer in the 
development of cities; life long servant of the eco- 
nomic ideals of his community. Presented by Dr. 
Ivan E. Allen.” 


He served as a City Councilman for two terms and 
was elected mayor 1918 to 1920. He was on the 
executive board of the Committee of One Hundred. 
His clubs included the Miami Rotary Club, the Surf 
Club, Rod and Reel Club, and the Miami Beach Golf 
Club, of which he was president. 


Mr. Pancoast was the principal executive of the 
Miami Beach Improvement Company, Vice President 
of the Pancoast Hotel Company, President of Allison 
Realty Company, and Vice President and later Presi- 
dent of the Miami Beach Bay Shore Company. This 
latter company was formed by a combination of 
certain Carl G, Fisher interests with certain Collins 
and Pancoast interests and became one of the major 


land and hotel development enterprises on Miami 
Beach. 


Mr. Pancoast’s church was the Society of Friends. 
At his death in 1941 he was survived by his widow 
and his three sons, Josiah Arthur, Russell Thorn, and 
Norman Lester. 


JOHN AVERY COLLINS GUYTON 


Retired since 1945, J. Avery Guyton of Miami was 
for many years an executive of several oil companies 
and also of several other business enterprises in Miami. 
He represented Dade County for nine and a half years 
as director of the Florida Intracoastal Waterway and 
has been active in civic and social groups for the wel- 
fare of his community. 


Son of John Thomas and Camille (Collins) Guyton, _ 
he was born March 8, 1894, at Bayou Goula, Louisiana. 
His father, who was a sugar plantation owner and 
farmer in Louisiana, was born in Winchester, Ken- 
tucky, in 1859 and died in December, 1928. John Avery’s 
mother was born in Louisiana and died when he was 
six years old, in 1900. He was educated in the public 
schools of Bayou Goula, Louisiana, and Galveston, 
Texas, where he was sent at the age of twelve to be 
with his uncle, W. A. Guyton, a wholesale and retail 
oil distributor, operator of W. A. Guyton Company at 
Galveston. 

From 1908 to 1916 Avery Guyton worked with his 
uncle in the oil business, and then was sent to Miami, 
Florida, as agent for the Guyton and Moore Company 
in the distribution of oil. During World War I he served 
ten months in the Naval Reserve at Key West. Return- 
ing to Miami in December, 1918, he took part in the 
reorganization of the Belcher Oil Company, with which 
the Guyton and Moore Company was merged, and be- 
came manager of the oil department. In 1933 he became 
vice-president and general manager of this company 
and stayed with it until his retirement in 1945. 

In 1923, also, Mr. Guyton assisted in organizing the 
Orange State Oil Company in Miami and became vice- 
president of that company. He was also secretary- 
treasurer of the Eastern Seaboard Petroleum Oil Com- 
pany of Jacksonville and an executive of Central Oil 
Company of Tampa. In addition to his oil business, he 
had an interest in the General Laundries Corporation, 
Bay Supply Company, Belcher Towing Company, and 
Florida Title Company, all of Miami, and was vice- 
president of all of these companies. 


Mr. Guyton is a past vice-president of the Miami 
Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Rotary Club 
for forty years and served on its board of directors; a 
director of the Y.M.C.A.; a member of Trinity Meth- 
odist Church; Elks Lodge #948; Blue Lodge, Biscayne 
Bay #124, F. & A. M., Galveston Consistory and Mahi 
Temple Shrine, Miami; and has assisted in Community 
Chest Drives. His clubs are the Miami Country Club 
and the Blowing Rock Country Club, North Carolina. 
He has also been a member of the Biscayne Bay Yacht 
Club and the Rod and Reel Club. 

On June 25, 1919, at Sanford, Florida, Mr. Guyton 
married Alice Bryan Coffee, who was born in Sanford 
June 17, 1900, and died August 13, 1955. She was a 
daughter of Hill Bryan Coffee and Clara Williams of 
Pensacola, Florida. Five children were born of the mar- 
riage, all born in Miami. 

1. Alice Coffee Guyton, born May 9, 1920, married 
Robert C. Hector. They have four children: Bryan, 
Alice, Robert, and Emily. 

2. Clara Camille Guyton, born February 4, 1922, mar- 
ried Theodore H. Guething. There were four chil- 
dren by this union. 

3. John Avery Guyton, Jr., born November 7, 1924, 
is not married. 

4. Thomas Bryan Guyton, born October 23, 1926, 
married Mary Evelyn C. Stewart and they have two 
children: Thomas Bryan, Jr., and Mary Evelyn C. S. 
Guyton. 

5. Robert Edward Guyton, born January 10, 1930, 
is not married. 

On December 17, 1958, in Miami, Mr. Guyton married 
Evelyn Jane Gills, who was born in Arkansas Sep- 
tember 12, 1914. 
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DR. FRANK BOWMAN SESSA 


As Librarian and Instructor in History, Dr. Frank 
Bowman Sessa was associated with the University of 
Miami for five years and is now Director of Public 
Libraries for the City of Miami. 


He was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 11, 
1911, son of Thomas G. and Margaret (Bowman) Sessa. 
His mother was born in Paterson, New Jersey, Decem- 
ber 13, 1884; his father in Washington, D.C., March 21, 
1886. He was a lawyer and banker; a graduate of Harvard 
University in the class of 1908, and a graduate of the 
New York Law School. 


Dr. Sessa’s education was obtained entirely in the 
city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. From 1918 to 1925 he 
attended the Linden, the Colfax and the Rogers Schools. 
In 1929 he was graduated from Peabody High School. 
He received his A.B. degree from the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1933 and his M.A. degree in 1934 from the 
same university, where he continued to do graduate 
work for the next three years. From 1940 to 1942 he 
studied Library Science at the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology and received the B.L.S. degree. He returned 
to the University of Pittsburgh in the summer of 1948 
and the two following summers, working for his Ph.D. 
degree in History, which he received in 1950. 


During World War II, from February, 1943, to June, 
1946, Frank Sessa was on active duty as a United States 
naval officer. During the Korean War and for some 
time after, from 1951 to 1954, he was Commanding Of- 
ficer of Naval Reserve Surface Division 6-44. He is pres- 
ently an instructor in the Naval Reserve Officers School 
at the University of Miami with the rank of CDR. 


Dr. Sessa came to the University of Miami in 1946 as 
Circulation Librarian. In 1947, he became an instructor 
in History there and in 1950, upon receiving his doc- 
torate, became Assistant Professor of History. He has 
been Director of Public Libraries for the City of Miami 
since 1951. 


He is a member of the Council of the American Library 
Association, Chairman of its Advisory Committee to 
the Membership Committee, and Chairman of the Com- 
mittee to Study Bases of Financial Support to Public 
Libraries. He is a past President (1959-60) of the Florida 
Library Association and a member of its Executive 
Board; a member of Southeastern Library Association 
and the Dade County. Library Association. He is also 
First Vice-President of the Florida Historical Society 
and Book Review Editor of the Florida Historical Quar- 
terly. 

Dr. Sessa is a member of Beta Phi Mu, International 
Library Science honorary fraternity, and of Phi Alpha 
Theta, honorary History fraternity. In civie and social 
circles he is a member of Miami Rotary Club, Coco- 
nut Grove Civic Club, and Coral Gables Country Club. 
His church is Plymouth Congregational of Coconut 
Grove. He is listed in “Who’s Who in America,” “Who’s 
Who in the South and Southeast,” and ‘Who’s Who in 
American Education.” 

In New Haven, Connecticut, on December 19, 1942, 
Frank Bowman Sessa married Anne Marshall Johnston 
of New Haven, Connecticut. She was born May 11, 
1915, in Lowell, Massachusetts. Both her parents, John 
S. Johnston (age 75) and Anne Strachan Johnston (age 
70), were born in Motherwell, Scotland. Dr. and Mrs. 
Sessa are the parents of three children: 


1. Anne Marshall Sessa, born Fabruary 28, 1950. 
2. Jane Thomas Sessa, born November 9, 1951. 

3. Gale Francesca Sessa, born October 29, 1954. 
All were born in Coral Gables, Florida. 


RUBY LEACH CARSON 


he author of the chapter on Dade County in this 
History is well known among historians and other writ- 
ers of Florida and is numbered among Miami’s best- 
known and most-beloved club women. She has been an 
interested observer of the growth of Florida, and par- 
ticularly the Miami area, since 1916, and has known 
personally many of its pioneers. The Historical Asso- 
ciation of Southern Florida was born at a meeting in 
her home in 1940. She holds an M.A. degree in History 
from the University of Florida, taught History at the 
University of Miami for two years, and is the author 
of about 200 published articles on Florida and Florida 
history, as well as a child’s history of the state, under 
the name, “Fabulous Florida.” She is also the author 
of the Florida story in Silver-Burdette’s “Children of 
the U.S.A.” 

Ruby Leach was born in Joplin, Missouri, daughter 
of John Milton Leach, a native of Pennsylvania, and 
Minnie (Robinson) Leach, who was born in Virginia. 
At the time of her birth her father was a mining 
engineer in Joplin, Missouri. In 1915 the family moved 
to Florida City, Dade County, Florida, where Mr. 
Leach was engaged in farming. 

Ruby had her elementary and high school education 
in Joplin, Missouri. Her college education was divided 
between Florida State College for Women, the School 
of Journalism at the University of Missouri, the Uni- 
versity of Miami, where she received her A.B. degree 
with a History major, and the University of Florida in 
Gainesville, where she earned a Master’s degree in 
History. 

At the Florida State College in Tallahassee, in the 
spring of 1915, she was made founding editor of the 
“Florida Flambeau,” which is still published by the 
Florida State University as its college paper. 

In 1916 she came to Miami to join the staff of the 
Miami Metropolis as a reporter. The late S. Bobo Dean, 
publisher and owner of the Metropolis, realized Ruby’s 
versatility in writing and often gave her hard assign- 
ments. On one occasion she gathered some extremely 
important information regarding lawbreakers by con- 
cealing her identity with a black wig and flashy clothes. 
Result: a page-one scoop. On another spectacular as- 
signment she covered the “Rodes Tour” for a national 
news service. In two private cars Charley Rodes of 
Fort Lauderdale took 52 relatives up and down the 
Pacific coast, through the West into Mexico. 

Among the interesting experiences of her career dur- 
ing her carefree days as a bachelor girl, Ruby was one 
of a party of five who went on a self-supporting mis- 
sionary trip and treasure hunt in Central America. At 
the height of the hurricane season, in a smallish 
schooner, they set forth on their adventurous journey, 
which proved highly exciting and, therefore, entirely 
satisfying. 

In 1923 Ruby gave up her career on the Miami 
newspaper and became co-founder and assistant editor 
of the Homestead Leader, which was established that 
year by her brother-in-law and sister, Ben and Mar- 
jorie Archer. She was with them for two years, then 
engaged in free-lance writing. Earning her M.A. de- 
gree at the University of Florida increased her desire 
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BIOGRAPHICAL’ *S8'€ PION 


to write about Florida history, and in the years that 
followed she wrote numerous historical sketches on 
many parts of the state. As an interested observer of 
all sections of Dade County, she welcomed the oppor- 
tunity to meet and talk with pioneers from whom she 
gained valuable information for her stories, which fea- 
tured fact rather than fiction. 

In 1926 Ruby Leach married James M. Carson, a 
Miami lawyer, member of a pioneer Florida family 
and author of law books. They both loved travel and 
took several trips abroad. He died in 1950. 

Mrs. Carson has also written some poetry, and many 
of her poems link the charm of far places with the lore 
of past ages. No less an authority than Vivian Laramore 
Rader, poet laureate of Florida, said, “The inner light 
of the spirit illumines her poems as well as her per- 
sonality, for Ruby Leach Carson lends to life the lyric 
of an understanding heart.” 

When the women of Florida were first organized 
politically in 1931 Mrs. Carson was made “General of 
the Florida Army of Democratic Women.” This group, 
with Ruby as leader, helped to raise money to elect a 
Democratic president. 

She is a member and former director of the Florida 
Historical Society; a founding member and director of 
the Historical Association of Southern Florida; a mem- 
ber of the Miami branch of the League of American 
Pen Women; patroness for Sigma Alpha Iota, honor 
music sorority at the University of Miami; and a mem- 
ber of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 

Her daughter, Carol Carson, born in Miami, received 
a medical degree from Loma Linda University, Cali- 
fornia, in 1955, and married a classmate, Thomas A, 
Stanford, M.D., the day after they received their de- 
grees. Dr. Thomas became an orthopedic surgeon and 
Dr. Carol became an anesthesiologist. They practice 
in Orlando. Their children are Brian, age five; Cindy, 
age three; and David, one. 

Mrs. Carson’s son, Jackson C. Carson, born in Miami, 
attended the University of Florida and is a veteran of 
the Korean War. He married Jean Alison Hoyt of 
Miami in 1954 and they have two daughters: Crissanda, 
age six; Randee, age four. 

A brother of Mrs. Carson, Vernon Leach, a retired 
combustion engineer with 22 patents on coal burners 
to his credit, is well known for his technical writings 
on engineering. He resides in Homestead, Florida. 

Her other brother, Lester L. Leach of Dayton, Ohio 
after World War II was one of the three mechanical 
engineers in America chosen to visit engineering cen- 
ters in Western Europe to give advice and help in en- 
gineering projects. 


DR. CHARLTON WATSON TEBEAU 


Professor of History at the University of Miami since 
1939, Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau has made the study and 
teaching of history his life work. He is best known for 
his interest in local history, his two publications to date 
being The Chokoloskee Bay Country and Florida’s Last 
Frontier, a history of Collier County. He has lectured 
widely on the history of southern Florida and con- 
tinues his studies of the area in preparation for other 
writing. One of the organizers of the Historical Asso- 
ciation of Southern Florida, he has edited its journal, 
Tequesta, since 1946 and has encouraged many people 
to contribute articles of pioneer history. He has also 
written a number of articles for the forthcoming edition 
of Eycyclopedia Brittannica. 


One of seven sons of James William and Florence 
Ellen (Davis) Tebeau, Charlton Watson Tebeau was 
born in Rincon, Georgia, May 27, 1904. His mother was 
born June 13, 1879. His father, born January 19, 1879, 
was a farmer, building contractor and country banker. 

Dr. Tebeau received his secondary education at Ef- 
fingham Academy in Springfield, Georgia; his A.B. de- 
gree from the University of Chattanooga, Tennessee, in 
1930; an A.M. from the State University of Iowa in 1931, 
and a Ph.D. in History from the same university in 
1933. 

That was a bad year for getting a college teaching 
job—or almost any job. His first was in a six-week 
summer school in 1934; his second, as educational ad- 
visor to 2,000 C.C.C. boys. In 1935 he secured a teaching 
position in the History Department of North Dakota 
State College at Fargo, and continued there until he 
came to the University of Miami in 1939. 

Soon after coming to Miami Dr. Tebeau began to 
work with local and state historical organizations. Into 
Florida’s Last Frontier went two years of cisital and 
three years of intensive work, which included traveling 
hundreds of miles over remote areas, searching out and 
interviewing pioneer residents. “Being a Georgia 
cracker,” Dr. Tebeau said, with that shy smile that is 
characteristic of him, “I had no difficulty in speaking 
to these people.” 

The research was made possible by a grant made 
to the University of Miami in 1950 by the three sons 
of the late Barron G. Collier, developer of the county. 
Extensive notes compiled by David Graham Copeland, 
for many years resident manager of the Collier prop- 
erties, who was planning a history of the county when 
he died in 1949, were placed at Dr. Tebeau’’s disposal. 
He also made use of newspaper files and public records 
of Everglades and Fort Myers. 

Dr. Tebeau emphasizes two points about the writing 
of local history. First, the local historian must also 
be an amateur naturalist, anthropologist and archaeolo- 
gist. Second, no one ever made a national reputation 
by writing local history. “It will never get you any- 
where,” he said, “but I don’t want to go anywhere.” 

His books are written in an easy narrative style, a 
type of writing seldom seen in history books. The com- 
ment on his work which he prizes the most is the laconic 
remark of an old-timer: “I ain’t found no lies in it yet.” 

Dr. Tebeau assisted as technical adviser during the 
filming of “Wind Over the Everglades.” He was presi- 
dent of the Florida Historical Society in 1949-1951. In 
additon to this Society and the Historical Association 
of Southern Florida, he is also a member of Southern 
Historical Association, the Mississippi Valley Historical 
Association, and the American Historical Association. 

He was president of the Miami Chapter of Phi Kapr> 
Phi fraternity in 1959-60 and is also a member of Phi 
Alpha Theta, Theta Chi and Pi Gamma Mu. His church 
affiliation is Lutheran. Fishing is one of ‘his hobbies. 

At Chapman, Kansas, on August 31, 1937, Charlton 
W. Tebeau married Violet Marie Hassler, who was born 
in that city on November 11, 1900. Her father, Edward 
A. Hassler (1853-1941) was born in Browns Mills, Penn- 
sylvania; her mother (1862-1954), in Franklin County, 
Pennsylvania. Mrs. Tebeau is a graduate of Kansas 
State Teachers College at Emporia and holds a Master 
of Arts degree from the Northwestern University 
School of Speech. Dr. Tebeau said, “I could hardly 
have done this work without the cooperation of my 
wife. She has encouraged me and has done my house- 
hold chores during my history hunting trips.” 
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THR BAST COAST (OF FLORIDA 


ABE ARONOVITZ 


Known as “Honest Abe” for his candor and cham- 
pioning of the underdog, the late Abe Aronovitz, who 
served two years as Mayor of Miami, also played the 
role of Kingmaker by his political activities in local 
government over a long period of years. In his obituary 
the Miami Herald said: 

“Mr. Aronovitz was irascible, independent and 
honorable. . . . He took on the public utilities and 
public officials with equal vigor and abandon. He 
fought with the police department and the transit 
companies, with night clubs and gamblers, slum own- 
ers and the railroad. He took them all on, and whether 
he won or lost, he never gave up. He was a wasp and 
a giant.” 

Except for his two years as Mayor and short appoint- 
ments as Assistant City Attorney and Solicitor for the 
Civil Service Commission, these and other activities 
were the voluntary labors of a private citizen without 
official rank or status. 

Born in New York City October 15, 1899, he was a 
son of David and Kate (Friedman) Aronovitz, who 
moved to Key West, Florida, in 1889 and lived there 
for the remainder of their lives. Abe was born while 
his parents were prolonging their summer vacation 
up North. He attended West Palm Beach High School 
and Stetson University, where he received his law de- 
gree in 1917, and began his practice of law in Jackson- 
ville. Showing an early interest in politics, he made an 
unsuccessful bid for the City Council in Jacksonville 
when he was twenty-three. 

He came to Miami in 1922, when that city was girding 
itself for the most fantastic real estate boom on record. 
Like many others, Abe made a fortune on paper, and 
after the “bust” was wiped out. Then his interest in 
politics reasserted itself, and in 1927 he ran for the City 
Commission. Defeated but not discouraged, he continued 
his political activities for the next thirty-three years. 

Consciously or unconsciously, Abe Aronovitz pat- 
terned his career after those scrapping lawyers for the 
people, the heroes of his youth, the greatest of whom 
was Louis D. Brandeis. But unlike some of them, he was 
not a starry-eyed, impractical idealist. He knew what 
he wanted and went after his objectives regardless of 
cost. If necessary, he would personally pay for large ad- 
vertisments in the newspapers to endorse or condemn 
candidates or issues. 

His flair for politics led to a detailed understanding 
of the inner workings behind the facade. He knew what 


_ went on in the police department, in the city manager’s 


office, and in other divisions of the government. His 
fearless criticisms had meaning. When he addressed 
an audience the public could see that he knew what 
he was talking about. 

It was inevitable that he should lock horns with the 
Florida Power and Light Company, the most powerful 
corporation within the state. For many years he carried 
on a bitter feud with this public monopoly over rates 


-and services. Local politicos maintained that it was his 


fight against this company that retarded Abe’s political 
advancement and accounted for his two subsequent 
defeats in his running for the City Commission, in 1938 
and 1941. He tried again in 1953, opposed by his old 
enemy and the Miami Herald. All the political wise- 
acres predicted defeat, but when the ballots were 
counted Abe received the highest vote, and automatically 
became Mayor of Miami. It was long-overdue recogni- 
tion for vears of devoted service to public affairs. 


The success of Abe Aronovitz in public affairs created 
surprise because he was far removed from the stereo- 
type politician. Neither ingratiating nor spell-binding, 
he lacked the arts of the demagogue on the soap box. 
No handshaker, back-slapper or baby-kisser was he; 
and he did not make campaign promises which he 
never intended to carry out. 

In appearance he somewhat resembled Will Rogers— 
even spoke with a drawl and on occasion flashed a 
phrase charged with dry humor. He had a similar care- 
lessness of demeanor, and never looked quite dressed 
up. Yet people found something wholesome and even 
attractive in his homey features. He carried himself 
with an unaffected humility. Never officious, pompous 
or effusive, he was easily approachable, and the plain 
people felt a sympathetic relationship with him. 

But affection is not enough to explain his political 
influence. There had to be faith in the man, in his 
capacities, in his objectives. Confidence spread when 
poor people became convinced that he was really in- 
terested in their welfare. The test came when humble 
folks found that he would help them in legal difficulties 
with or without a fee. 

Those who feared radical changes in municipal gov- 
ernment when Abe became Mayor were agreeably sur- 
prised. City affairs went on quite smoothly. Citizens felt 
satisfied that Miami was in safe hands as they watched 
Mayor Aronovitz preside. A close undersanding of city 
institutions and a grasp of civic problems were re- 
flected in his questions and answers during public 
hearings. The people were impressed with his sense of 
fairness, with his efforts to be just when private in- 
terests clashed with the public welfare. 

The Miami Herald, which had opposed him, offered 
its cooperation after the election and complimented 
him on his stand on various issues. But the test came 
when the Florida Power and Light Company came up 
for renewal of its franchise. Here was an opportunity to 
settle old scores. But Mayor Aronovitz simply tried to 
get the best terms for the city and when convinced that 
the deal was the best obtainable, granted his old foe a 
new franchise for thirty years. After Abe’s death the 
president of the company said, “He was a very fair man 
to negotiate with. I think he was a man who had the 
best interests of the people at heart.” 

Another instance of Mr. Aronovitz’s fearless battling 
of dragons was his action against the Ku Klux Klan, 
following a cross-burning incident and subsequent at- 
tempt to oust a minister who had invited a Negro 
preacher to speak from his pulpit during Brotherhood 
Week. Abe drew up an ordinance to make illegal the 
burning of crosses or marching through the streets of 
Miami in masked regalia. The City passed the statute 
and other cities later followed suit. 

Because of ill health, Abe served only two years of 
his four-year term as Mayor of Miami, resigning in 1955 
on the advice of his doctors. But his interest in politics 
never flagged. To quote the Miami Herald, “he con- 
tinued to play a prominent and often dominating role 
in city and county politics.” 


On July 11, 1960, Abe Aronovitz breathed his last 
at the Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, one of 
the many institutions which benefited from his labors. 
In Jewish affairs he had never aspired to executive 
honors. He was a member of Temple Israel, the Zionist 
District, B’nai B’rith and the Anti-Defamation League, 
in which he rendered important services. 

The fact that today Jews are elected to important 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


positions by a county-wide electorate that is 92% Gen- 
tile is in no small degree due to the public and political 
activities of Abe Aronovitz. No one would deny him a 
niche in Greater Miami’s Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Aronovitz was first married to Rose Goldstein, 
who died in 1944. By this marriage he had two children, 
Carol and Eugene. In 1946 he married Dorothy Siegel. 
Their daughter, Edith, is now about thirteen years old. 
(Condensed from writings of Harry Simonhoff.) 


JUDGE FRED J. WARD 


Now in his third year as Municipal Judge of Hallan- 
dale, Fred J. Ward of the law firm of Crouch and Ward 
has been practicing law in Hallandale since he grad- 
uated from law school in 1956. 

His father, Frederick J, Ward, was also a lawyer, a 
graduate of Fordham University, and practiced law in 
Newark, New Jersey, before coming to Miami in 1938. 
He died in October 1957. Judge Ward’s mother was 
Mary C. Schreiber, who now resides in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. 

Born in Miami, Florida, May 9, 1929, Fred J. Ward 
graduated from St. Leo Preparatory School at St, Leo, 
Florida, in 1946 and from the University of Florida in 
1950 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. From 1951 to 1953 
he served in the United States Army in the Korean 
War as a Second Lieutenant, attached to the Armored 
Division. 

After his return from the Army he entered the Uni- 
versity of Miami Law School and received his LL.B. 
degree in 1956. He was admitted to practice law in the 
State of Florida that year and became associated with 
Lee S. Crouch, forming the firm of Crouch and Ward. 

When first appointed Municipal Judge by the Hallan- 
dale City Commission in 1957, Fred Ward was only 
twenty-eight years old. He has been reappointed each 
year since then. 

Judge Ward is a member of the Florida State Bar, the 
Broward County Bar Association and the Greater 
Hollywood Bar Association. He has been elected presi- 
dent of the Hallandale Kiwanis Club for 1961, 

In Fort Lauderdale on January 26, 1957, Fred J. Ward 
married Betty Yelle, a daughter of Roy and Edna Yelle, 
and a graduate of Brownville High School, Brownville, 
New York. They now have two children, both born in 
Fort Lauderdale: 

1. Fred J. Jr., born January 9, 1958. 

2. Jacqueline Ann, born April 28, 1960. 

Judge Ward and family are members of St. Matthews 
Catholic Church, Hallandale. 


FRANK M. PORTO 


Owner and operator of hotels in Hollywood, Frank 
M. Porto is one of the civic leaders of that community 
where he is active in a large number of organizations. 

Son of Anthony and Angelina (Simmons) Porto, he 
was born in Wallingford, Connecticut, September 3, 
1915, and was educated in the Colony School there. His 
mother is still living in Wallingford. The father died in 
April 1960, 

Before moving to Hollywood in November 1945, the 
family owned and operated a truck line in Wallingford, 
Connecticut, the T. Porto and Sons Motor Transporta- 
tion Company. On coming to Florida they entered the 
hotel business, purchasing the Sea Crest Hotel, Holly- 
wood, and leased the Hollywood Beach Casino in 1945. 


In 1955 they purchased the Sheldon Hotel at Holly- 
wood Beach, Since the death of his father Frank Porto 
is owner of the two hotels and is secretary and treas- 
urer of the Casino. 

Mr. Porto is a director of the Apartment and Hotel 
Association of Hollywood and a member of the Florida 
Hotel Association and the Hotel Greeters of America; a 
member and past president of the Hollywood Cham- 
ber of Commerce; a member of the Hollywood Beach 
Improvement Association and of the South Chapter of 
the Florida Planning and Zoning Association; a director 
of the Home Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Hollywood. He is a past president of the Hollywood 
Kiwanis Club, a member of the Committee of One 
Hundred of Florida, the American-Italian Civic Club, 
the Florida Sheriffs Association, the Navy League of 
the United States, Hollywood Elks Lodge #1732, the 
Propeller Club, Hollywood Men’s Golf Association, and 
the Church of the Little Flower. Bowling appears to be 
his favorite recreation, but he enjoys all sports, 

At Meriden, Connecticut, on July 26, 1942, he married 
Olga S. Grinewsky, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alex- 
ander Grinewsky of Meriden. They have two children: 

1. Frank M. Jr., born in Meriden, Connecticut, March 
8, 1946; now a student at Olsen Junior High School. 

2. Lynn Marie, born in Hollywood, Florida, January 
7, 1949; a student at Hollywood Central Elementary 
School. 


BENNETT L. DAVID, JR. 


Son of one of the founding fathers of Hollywood, 
Florida, Bennett L, David, Jr., attorney and counselor- 
at-law, entered the legal profession comparatively late 
in life, having done a number of things previously. He 
was one of three outstanding members of his graduating 
class at Miami Law School and the winner of the 
Roger Sorino Memorial award. Mr. David has been a 
City Commissioner of Hollywood since 1953 and served 
as vice mayor from 1953 to 1955 and again 1957 to 1959. 

His father, the late Bennett L. David, who died in 
1941, was a City Commissioner of Hollywood from 1929 
to 1935 and Postmaster for two years before his death. 
He was a leading merchant in Hollywood, one of the 
organizers and a charter member of the board of direc- 
tors of the Hollywood Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociation, whose board he served until his death; and 
was associated with many civic activities for the wel- 
fare of the City of Hollywood. His wife, Bennett Jr.’s 
mother, was Mildred L. McGowan. She lives in Holly- 
wood, 

Born in Comer, Georgia, August 5, 1916, Bennett L. 
David, Jr. graduated from South Broward High School, 
Hollywood, in the class of 1934. The following year he 
was Athletic Director for the City of Hollywood. From 
1935 to 1941 he was a clerk and carrier for the Holly- 
wood Post Office and was for a time the only carrier to 
serve the entire city. 

On December 10, 1941, he enlisted in the United 
States Navy and served for the duration of World War 
II, discharged March 7, 1946, as Yeoman first class. 

During the following year he was Sports Editor for 
the Hollywood Sun-Tattler. From 1947 to 1949 he was 
Executive Secretary of the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce. Then for five or six years, from 1949 to 
1954, he had his own printing and office supply business 
in Hollywood. 

Entering the University of Miami Law School in 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


1954, he graduated with the Bachelor of Laws degree in 
1956 and was admitted to practice law in the State of 
Florida in 1957. He is a member of the State, the Brow- 
ard County and the Greater Hollywood Bar Associa- 
tions and of Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity. 

Mr, David is one of the organizers and now treasurer 
and a director of the Home Federal Savings and Loan 
Association, He is a member of the United States Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce, the Hollywood Kiwanis Club (past secre- 
tary), the Committee of 100, American Legion Post #92 
and Elks Lodge #1732 of Hollywood. He has heen a 
member of the Official Board of the Hollywood Temple 
Methodist Church for twelve years and has taught an 
adult class in Sunday School. 

At Athens, Georgia, on May 4, 1947, Bennett L. David, 
Jr. married Sara Cook, daughter of Paul D. and Nell 
(Richardson) Cook, who was educated in a private 
girls’ school in Greensboro, North Carolina. They have 
three children, born in Hollywood: 

1. Bennett L. David, III, born August 25, 1948. 

2. Jeffrey C, David, born September 4, 1949. 

3. Julia L. David, born May 24, 1957. 

Bennett, III, is now a student at Olsen Junior High 
School. 


DONALD WILLIAM HULMES 


Engaged in a general practice of law in Hollywood 
since 1951, Donald W. Hulmes is serving as attorney for 
the Broward County School Board and for the Citizens 
Bank of Broward County, West Hollywood. 


Son of Seth and Lois (Paulson) Hulmes, he was 
born in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, April 7, 1927. His 
parents both reside in Hollywood. His father, a retired 
stee] manufacturer, managed the water plant of the 
City of Hollywood for some time after coming to Flor- 
ida to retire. 


Donald Hulmes graduated from the Military Acad- 
emy at Fork Union, Virginia, in 1944 and enlisted in the 
United States Navy, serving as Seaman first class in the 
South Pacific for the remainder of World War II. After 
his discharge from the Navy he entered the University 
of Miami, where he completed a pre-law course and 
continued in the Law School for another three years, 
graduating in 1951, and was admitted to practice law in 
Florida that year. 

Mr, Hulmes is a member of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Florida Bar, the Broward County and 
Greater Hollywood Bar Associations, and of Delta 
Theta Phi law fraternity. He was president of the 
Hollywood Junior Chamber of Commerce in 1954-55; 
is a member of the City Council of the City of Lauder- 
hill, Florida; a former Assistant Scout Master in Holly- 
wood, and a member of the Episcopal Church. Golf is 
his favorite recreation. 

Donald W. Hulmes was married in Hollywood Oc- 
tober 11, 1952, to Nancy Wenger of Lebanon, Pennsyl- 
vania, daughter of Laban and Nancy (Horsts) Wenger, 
a graduate of Schaefferstown High School, Pennsyl- 
vania, and of Lancaster General Hospital, Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. She is a Registered Nurse. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hulmes now have three children, all born in Holly- 
wood: 

1. Donna Lee, born in 1955. 

2. Jeffrey Donald, born in 1956. 

3. Lori Ann, born in 1960. 


RALPH R. QUILLIAN 


Ralph R, Quillian practiced law in Georgia for twen- 
ty-five years before coming to Hollywood, Florida, 
where he has been in practice since 1953, and is now 
(1960) president of the Broward County Bar Associa- 
tion and chairman of the Florida Council of Bar Asso- 
ciation Presidents. 

Mr. Quillian is a member of the family of seven sons 
and one daughter of Dr. John Wiley and Lucy (Zachry) 
Quillian. Dr. Quillian graduated from Atlanta Medical 
College (now Emory Medical College) in 1887, first in 
his class, and followed the medical profession for eight 
years. He then became a Methodist minister and a Doc- 
tor of Divinity and from that time on preached in the 
North Georgia Conference. A great part of his ministry 
was spent in Atlanta, He died in 1934, his wife in 1956, 
and both are buried in Atlanta. 

Born in Elberton, Georgia, July 15, 1904, Ralph Quil- 
lian completed his high school course at Gainesville 
High School, Georgia, in three years, 1918 to 1921. He 
graduated from Emory College of Law, Atlanta, with 
the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1927, and was third in 
his class. Admitted to the practice of law in Georgia, 
for the next twenty-five years he practiced law in At- 
lanta until, in 1953, he took up his residence in Holly- 
wood, Florida. 


He is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Florida Bar, president of the Broward County Bar As- 
sociation and past president of the Hollywood Bar As- 
sociation; a former President of “The Lawyers Club” 
of Atlanta; a member of the Hollywood Committee of 
One Hundred and of the Episcopal Church. For rec- 
reation he likes to fish and enjoys a game of chess. 

In April 1932 at Richmond, Virginia, Ralph Quillian 
married Virginia Turman, daughter of R. L. and Maude 
(Pollard) Turman of Atlanta and niece of former Gov- 
ernor Pollard of Virginia. A daughter, Beverly Ann, 
was born to Mr, and Mrs. Quillian in Atlanta on April 
15, 1934. She graduated from Northside High School, 
Atlanta, and from the University of Georgia, and mar- 
ried Richard C. Edwards of Atlanta, They have two 
children, Randall and Markham Edwards, 

The first Mrs. Quillian died in June 1956 and Mr. 
Quillian has since then married Emilie Pritchett 
Morgan, daughter of William Pritchett of Dublin, 
Georgia, one of the founders of the Macon, Dublin and 
Savannah Railroad. Mrs. Quillian is a Mayflower de- 
scendant and a member of the Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution. 


The surviving members of Mr. Quillian’s family are 
his sister, Mrs. Harry L, Cleveland of Coral Gables, and 
two brothers: Dr, Warren W. Quillian, M.D., of Coral 
Gables and Claude B. Quillian of Bradenton, who is in 
the field of Education. 


JOHN EDWIN MAY 


Creator of such out-of-this-world architecture as is 
seen in the restaurant by that name in Hallandale is 
John Edwin May, who has been practicing his profes- 
sion in that city since 1956. 

Son of a retired lumber dealer, he was born in Lex- 
ington, Nebraska, June 29, 1921. His parents, Charles 
and Ruth (Kennedy) May, are both natives of Ne- 
braska. 

John E. May graduated from Lexington High School 
in 1939, and attended Cornell University, Ithaca, New 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SHICTION 


York, and Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, 
Massachusetts. Enlisting in the United States Navy in 
1942, he served in both the Atlantic and South Pacific 
theaters of World War II and was discharged in 1945 as 
Petty Officer second class. 

From 1945 to 1956 he worked as a draftsman for a 
number of prominent architects in Miami and Fort 
Lauderdale, attending evening classes at the Miami 
University School of Architecture, and in 1956 estab- 
lished himself as a full-fledged architect in Hallandale. 

Mr. May is the designer of the following buildings: 
Taromina Cooperative Apartments and Golden Bay 
Lodge in Hallandale Beach; Out of This World Restau- 
rant, Seymour’s Food Mart, the First Baptist Church, 
and Hallandale Elementary School, all in Hallandale; 
Sunshine Villa in Dania; and many others, A colored 
picture of the above-named restaurant appears in a 
national technical magazine with the following re- 
marks: 

“Architects have declared war on monotony to give 
a new look to Institutions. For example, John Edwin 
May, AIA, evolved a boldly different design of consec- 
utive triangles for the Out of This World Restaurant 
in Hallandale, Florida. Texture balance is achieved 
with brick concrete bents, rough coral rock in inverted 
triangular areas and contrasting wood fascia.” 

Mr. May is a member of the American Institute of 
Architects, the National Council of Architectural Regis- 
tration, and the Florida Architects Association; also a 
member of the Hallandale Chamber of Commerce, 
American Legion Post #310 of Hallandale, and St. Mat- 
thew’s Catholic Church. Travel is his hobby. 

He was married at Boston, Massachusetts, March 17, 
1945, to Marion Pole, who was born in Los Angeles, 
daughter of Francis C, Pole, a native of London, Eng- 
land, and Margaret Brady Pole from Dunfermline, 
Scotland. Mrs, May is a graduate of St, Anthony’s High 
School, Fort Lauderdale. The Mays have -four children, 
all born in Hollywood: 

1. John E. Jr., born December 14, 1946, a student at 
Chaminade High School, Hollywood. 

2. Therese Margaret, born April 25, 1950, a student at 
The Little Flower School, Hollywood. 

3. Charles Francis, born September 29, 1951, also at- 
tending The Little Flower School, 

4. Gerald Keith, born August 28, 1955. 


HARVEY FORD 


A brilliant young lawyer of West Hollywood, Harvey 
Ford was a “cum laude” graduate of the University of 
Miami Law School in 1951 and while there was tapped 
for Iron Arrow, the highest men’s leadership society. 
He also became a member of Omicron Delta Kappa, the 
honorary leadership-scholarship fraternity. 

Mr. Ford’s father, Frank, a retired merchant, and his 
mother, the former Mae Hopman, reside in Miami. He 
was born in Brooklyn, New York, February 20, 1927, 
He graduated from Morristown High School, Morris- 
town, New Jersey, and attended Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. From June 1945 to No- 
vember 1946 he served in the United States Army in 
the Canal Zone. On his return from military service he 
entered the University of Miami and received his LL.B. 
degree from the Law School in 1951. 

Admitted to practice law in the State of Florida that 
year, he served as a special assistant to the Attorney 


_ General during the 1951 session of the Florida Legisla- 


ture, The following year, 1951-52, he was an associate 
in the law firm of DeCostas, Maer and Floyd of Miami. 
In 1952-53 he was associated with Councilman Melvin 
J. Richard of Miami Beach; from 1953 to 1955 was a 
partner in Hoffman and Ford, Hollywood; 1955 to 1957, 
a partner in Abrams, Anton and Ford, Hollywood; and 
since 1957 has had his own law office in West Holly- 
wood, In 1957-58 he was Special Master in Chancery 
under appointment of the Circuit Judges of Broward 
County. 

Mr. Ford is a member of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the Florida Bar, the Broward County Bar Associa- 
tion, the Greater Hollywood Bar Association, of which 
he is a former director, and has served as Executive 
Editor of the Miami Law Quarterly. He has been ad- 
mitted to practice before the Federal District Court, the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals, the United 
States Supreme Court, and the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue. 

Formerly active in the Hollywood Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, he is a past director of the West Holly- 
wood Chamber of Commerce and a member of Holly- 
wood Lions Club. He is past secretary of the Board of 
Governors and past president of the Brotherhood of 
Temple Sinai of Hollywood, Mrs. Ford is vice president 
of the Sisterhood. 

Bowling and music are Harvey Ford’s hobbies, He 
plays the clarinet and the saxophone, and while at the 
University of Miami he had a Band scholarship as well 
as a Law Review scholarship. Incidentally, he served 
as chairman of the Women’s International Four Ball 
Golf Tournament. 

Harvey Ford was married in Miami July 7, 1951, to 
Sheila Posner, daughter of Louis and Ada (Greenwald) 
Posner. Mrs. Ford is a graduate of Miami High School, 
class of 1948, and attended the University of Miami. 
The Fords have three children: 

1. Linda Barbara, born in Miami December 29, 1952. 

2. Michael I., born in Miami April 12, 1954, 

3. Deborah Sue, born in Hollywood October 1, 1955. 
Linda and Michael attend Colbert Elementary School 
and Debbie is a student at Erminie Powell’s Hollywood 
Kindergarten. 


RICHARD ELMO BRADY 


A member of the firm of Long, Brady and Barone, 
Richard Elmo Brady has been practicing law in Hallan- 
dale, Florida, since 1957. He is a former Assistant 
County Solicitor for Broward County and currently 
Town Judge of Pembroke Park, Florida. 

Born in Lincoln, Illinois, February 1, 1927, he is a 
son of Walter S. and Thelma E. (Gentry) Brady. His 
mother was born in Harlan County, Kentucky, in 1901; 
his father in southern Indiana in 1899. Walter. Brady is 
a construction contractor, He has served as Commis- 
sioner of DeWitt County, Illinois, Town Councilman of 
Kenney, Illinois, and District Treasurer of Tunbridge 
Township Fire Protection, of which he was an original 
organizer, He served in the United States Navy in 
World War I. 

Richard Brady graduated from Public School #79, 
Kenney, Illinois, in 1940, and from Kenney Community 
High School in 1946, In the meantime he left school to 
enlist in the United States Navy and served twenty- 
two months in the Southwest Pacific theater of World 
War II, having the rating of Seaman first class on dis- 
charge. After his service in the Navy and subsequent 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


graduation from high school, he spent two semesters at 
DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana, one semester 


_ at James Milikin University, Decatur, Illinois, and then 


entered Indiana University, where he earned the 


undergraduate degree of Bachelor of Science in Law, 


and received the Bachelor of Laws degree from the 
University of Indiana Law School in 1953. 

His first employment after graduation was with the 
Allstate Insurance Company, Indianapolis branch. 
Coming to Florida in January, 1957, he entered the pri- 
vate practice of law in Broward County, first in part- 
nership with Robert S. McConnaughty, then in partner- 
ship with Quentin V. Long. Quentin Long and Richard 
Brady are two of the principal promoters and organ- 
izers of the recently established Bank of Hallandale, 
and their firm continues to act as general counsel for 
the bank. 

Mr. Brady is a member of the Indiana Bar Associa- 
tion, the Florida Bar, Broward County Bar Association 
and South Broward Bar Association, He is a member 
of the Henderson Masonic Lodge, Kenney, Illinois; a 
former Odd Fellow; a member of Delta Tau Delta 
undergraduate fraternity and Phi Delta Phi legal fra- 
ternity; a former officer and director of Hallandale 
Chamber of Commerce; a charter member and attorney 
for the Hallandale Italian-American Club. At Kenney, 
Illinois, he is a member of the Christian Church. 

He was married at Decatur, Illinois, April 16, 1949, to 
Grace Marie Van Fossan, who was born in Illinois, 
January 6, 1928, daughter of Raymond and Phoebe Van 
Fossan. 


FRANK DAVID STRUNK 


A licensed Funeral Director and Mortician in Hal- 
landale, Frank David Strunk has worked in this line 
of business since he was fifteen years old. Associated 
with him at the Strunk Funeral Home in Hallandale 
are his two brothers, Donald and Glenn Strunk. 

Son of David Clarence and Mamie (Winchester) 
Strunk, Frank David Strunk was born January 14, 
1932, at Stearns, Kentucky, where his mother was born 
September 6, 1904. His father was born at Strunk, 
Kentucky, on February 18, 1907. He was a merchant 
in Virginia. Now retired, he and his wife reside in 
Fort Lauderdale. 

Frank Strunk attended the Garden Creek Grade 
School at Oakwood, Virginia, Junior High School at 
Fort Pierce, Florida, and graduated from Fort Pierce 
High School in June 1950. For his professional edu- 
cation he attended the Eckles College of Mortuary 
Science in Philadelphia. 

Starting before he was through school, he worked 


for the Yates Funeral Home in Fort Pierce from 1948 


to 1951, and then worked for the Baird Funeral Home 
in Fort Pierce until 1956, excepting his two years in 
the United States Army, From 1953 to 1955 he served 
with the 296th Transportation Battalion in Korea and 
had the rank of Sergeant on discharge. He established 
his own funeral home in Hallandale in November, 
1960. , 

Mr, Strunk is a director of the Hallandale Chamber 
of Commerce, a member of Hallandale Kiwanis Club, 
the Loyal Order of Moose, and the First Baptist Church 
of Hallandale. 

He was married at Philadelphia on February 15, 
1958, to Ethel Louise Manning, who was born in Phila- 
delphia on Christmas Day in 1934. She is a graduate of 


Wa 


Notre Dame High School, Philadelphia. Both her par- 
ents, Earl Parsons Manning and Beatrice Milson Man- 
ning, are also natives of Philadelphia, where her father 
was born September 18, 1896, and her mother on 
March 11, 1898. 

Mr. and Mrs. Strunk now have two sons, both born 
in Hollywood, Florida: 

1, Frank David Strunk, Jr.; born November 29, 1959, 

2. Stephen Manning Strunk, born July 7, 1960. 


CHARLES C. KOCH 


Merit Coil and Transformer Corporation of Holly- 
wood, Florida, formerly of Chicago, is the largest plant 
of its kind now operating in the United States. The 
several units composing this operation located in Hol- 
lywood are: Southern Division, Export Division, Flor- 
ida Merit, Inc., Merit Tool Corporation, Merit Research 
Corporation, and Charwill, Inc. The Eastern Division 
is located in Norristown, Pennsylvania; the Midwest- 
ern Division in Chicago, Illinois; and the Western 
Division in Los Angeles, California. There are seven- 
teen sales representatives distributed throughout the 
United States, one in South Miami serving the Latin- 
American countries, and one in Hawaii. 

Charles C. Koch, president of Merit Coil and Trans- 
former Corporation, was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
June 16, 1907, a son of Charles and Sophie (Wilbois) 
Koch. His mother died in 1942. His father, now re- 
tired and spending his time in Florida, was a painter 
of church art. His paintings and memorial windows 
are in churches and Masonic temples throughout the 
United States. 

Mr. Koch graduated from Lane Technical High 
School, Chicago, in 1924, and from the Lewis Institute 
of Technology, now the Illinois Institute of Technol- 
ogy, Chicago. From the beginning of his career he was 
interested in the engineering and production of elec- 
tronic component parts. Before establishing his own 
business in this field, he worked for a number of 
pioneer radio manufacturing plants in and around 
Chicago. In 1940 he started his initial engineering and 
manufacturing plant in Chicago, and in 1951 estab- 
lished a subsidiary plant in Hollywood, Florida. In 
1957 he moved the entire Chicago. operation to Holly- 
wood, where he now employs 300 people in the com- 
bined units. 

Mr. Koch is a member of the Hollywood Chamber 
of Commerce, the American Society of Military Engi- 
neers, the Armed Forces Communications Associa- 
tion, the National Rifle Association, Radio Old Timers 
(a national organization), the Chicago Yacht Club, the 
Surfside. Club of Miami, the Committee of One Hun- 
dred of Miami, Saints and Sinners of Miami, the 
Church-by-the-Sea at Surfside, and is a committee- 
man of Boy Scout Troop #81 of Surfside. Boating 
and fishing are his recreations. He paints as a hobby 
and has a collection of about 200 specimens of antique 
pistols and guns. 

He was married in Chicago on September 24, 1938, 
to Vera Foster, daughter of William and Nellie (Kent- 
ner) Foster, a native of Rossville, Illinois, and gradu- 
ate of Rossville High School and of St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital School of Nursing at Danville, Illinois. She 
is a registered nurse. Mr. and Mrs. Koch have two 
sons, born in Chicago: Charles William Koch, born 
September 4, 1947, and William Foster Koch, born 
May 20, 1950. Both are students at Pine Crest Prepara- 
tory School, Fort Lauderdale. 
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JAMES H. HATTON 


The motto of Hatton Brothers Construction Com- 
pany of Hollywood, Florida, is “Any job worth doing 
is worth doing well.” The company has many fine 
edifices in Broward County to its credit. In 1960 
James H. Hatton, founder and partner, received from 
the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce a plaque in 
recognition of his outstanding service in the construc- 
tion of the new Chamber of Commerce headquarters. 

Born on a farm in Clark County, near Springfield, 
Ohio, August 29, 1910, James H. Hatton is a son of 
Seth C. and Myrtle (Cultice) Hatton, both of Spring- 
field, Ohio, where his father was in the building sup- 
ply business. He died November 22, 1959, and is buried 
in Springfield. James’ mother, now 83 years old, is still 
living there. 


Graduating from Springfield (Ohio) High School 
in 1928, James Hatton worked in the building business 
there until he came to Hollywood, Florida, in 1938. 
For the first four years here he worked for others in 
the construction field. Enlisting as a private in the 
United States Army Engineers Corps in June 1942, 
he served in World War II until April 1946, at which 
time he had attained the rank of Captain. He ‘also 
served in Korea in 1948-49. 


After his return from the Army in 1946, James Hat- 
ton and his brother, Cecil F. Hatton, established Hat- 
ton Brothers Construction Company, General Con- 
tractors, in Hollywood, Florida. They built the 
Hollywood City Library, the city’s Equipment and 
Storage plant, the new Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociation building in Hollywood and just completed 
the Dania branch of this bank. In Hollywood they built 
the Little Flower Church and St. Stephen’s Catholic 
Church, and in Fort Lauderdale Our Lady. Queen of 


Martyrs Church, School and Cafeteria; also many 





fine residences in Broward County. 


Mr. Hatton was a director of the Hollywood Cham- 
ber of Commerce from 1956 to 1958 and was president 
of the Hollywood Rotary Club in 1952-53. Fishing is 
his favorite recreation. 

He was married at Bainbridge, Georgia, November 
14, 1955, to Louise Bianco, daughter of Angelo and 
Carol (Pregno) Bianco, who now reside in Holly- 
wood. Louise was born in New Rochelle, New York, 
and graduated from White Plains High School in 1942. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hatton have a daughter, Kimberly 
Ivy, born January 16, 1958. By an early marriage Mr. 
Hatton has two sons: James H. Jr., born June 24, 1931, 
and Roger Lee Hatton, born August 11, 1932. 


REV. ROBERT F. REARDON 


The young pastor of the Church of the Resurrec- 
tion at Dania, Father Robert F. Reardon, has served 
in several churches of the Miami and St. Augustine 
Catholic dioceses since he was ordained in 1953. 

Son of Robert F. and Margaret (Hyland) Reardon, 
Father Reardon was born in Boston, Massachusetts, 
August 26, 1927. His father, a native Bostonian, is a 
retired employee of the New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. His mother was born in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 

Robert Reardon graduated from Newton High School 
in Newton, Massachusetts, attended Boston College, 
and graduated from St. John’s Seminary, Brighton, 


Massachusetts, in 1953. He was ordained by Bishop 
Thomas McDonough at the Church of the Little 
Flower in Coral Gables, Florida, in 1953, and subse- 
quently pursued his studies further at several seats 
of learning, including Barry College, Miami; Seton 
Hall, South Orange, New Jersey, where he received 
an M.A. degree in 1958; and the University of Fri- 
bourg, Switzerland, which he attended in 1955. 
Father Reardon was pastor of St. Joan of Arc 
Church, Boca Raton, from April to November, 1960, 
and was then assigned to the Church of the Resur- 
rection, Dania, as pastor. He is also Assistant Super- 
intendent of Parochial Schools of the Miami diocese. 
He is a member of the Dania Chamber of Commerce. 


WILLIAM D. DORMINEY 


President of the Bank of Hallandale, William D. 
Dorminey has been in the banking business since he 
was nineteen, starting in Georgia in 1920, and has 
held banking positions in various parts of Florida since 
1926. 

He was born in Fitzgerald, Georgia, August 18, 
1901, son of Dr. William David Dorminey, a graduate 
of Emory School of Medicine, who practiced in Fitz- 
gerald until his passing in 1934. Dr. Dorminey was a 
director of the First National Bank of Fitzgerald for 
about seventeen years. He also was president of the 
Board of Education in Fitzgerald and had farming 
interests. William D.’s mother was Ella Frances Wil- 
liams from Telfair County, Georgia. 

Mr. Dorminey graduated from Georgia Military Col- 
lege at Milledgeville, Georgia, in 1918 and attended 
the Gulf Coast Military Naval Academy at Gulfport, 
Mississippi. In 1920 he entered the Bank of Irwin- 
ville, Georgia, where he became cashier and vice 
president. 

In 1926 he came to Avon Park, Florida, and was as- 
sistant cashier at the First National Bank of Avon 
Park. During the critical years of the depression, 
1929 to 1934, he operated a Ford Agency at Sebring. 
In 1934 he went to. Tallahassee and for the next three 
years was associated with the State Auditing and 
Banking departments in the Comptroller’s office. 

From 1937 to 1941 he was the Fort Lauderdale af- 
filiate of the Barnett National Bank of Jacksonville 
and during the following year was auditor of the 
Florida National Bank at Jacksonville. In June 1942 
he returned to Avon Park as cashier of the Barnett 
Bank of Avon Park and held that position until 1953, 
when he became president of the Avon Citrus Bank 
at Avon Park and executive vice president of the 
South Dade Farmers Bank at Homestead. 


In 1959 Mr. Dorminey organized and opened the 
First Bank of Lake Placid and served as its first ex- 
ecutive vice president until April, 1960, when he 
resigned that position to accept the presidency of the 
new Bank of Hallandale. He is also a director of the 
bank, 

Mr. Dorminey joined the Masonic Lodge at Irwin- 


. ville, Georgia, and is a member of the York Rite and 


Commandery, Knights Templar, and Egypt Temple 
Shrine at Tampa, Florida. He became a member of 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at Fitz- 
gerald, Georgia. His church is the Congregational. 
He was married at Jrwinville, Georgia, in Febru- 
ary, 1920, to Louise Clements, daughter of Judge J. B. 
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BLOGRAPHICAL SEC TLON 


and Ora (Baker) Clements. Mr. and Mrs. Dorminey 
have two daughters, both born in Irwinville, Georgia: 
Frances, who is Mrs. R. B. Wiggins of Pompano 
Beach, and Sujette, Mrs. David Lanier of Avon Park. 


HILBERT C. SCHWARTZ 


Named Realtor of the Year by the Hollywood-South 
Broward Board of Realtors at their annual dinner and 
installation of officers in December, 1960, Hilbert C. 
Schwartz has been in the real estate and insurance 
business in Hallandale for more than thirty-six years 
and has been active in the civic affairs of that com- 
munity and of South Broward County. He is vice 
president of the First National Bank of Hollywood, in 
charge of real estate, and has been a director of that 
bank since 1944. 

Son of Paul H. and Alvina (Hilbert) Schwartz, he 
was born at Great Falls, Montana, July 12, 1903. His 
mother, now 78, resides in Hallandale, His father died 
in 1938. He was a pioneer realtor in Hallandale and 
prior to his coming to Florida was a real estate dealer 
in Big Sandy, Montana. He and his cousin, Hans H. 
Lehfeldt, owned the original townsite of Big Sandy, 
at that time the largest livestock shipping point in the 
state. 

Hilbert C. Schwartz received his early schooling in 
Big Sandy, Montana, graduated from Pine River High 
School in Minnesota in 1923, and came to Hallandale, 
Florida, with his father in 1924, On arriving they im- 
mediately went into the real estate and insurance 
business and continued the partnership until the fa- 
ther’s death in 1938. 

Mr. Schwartz is a director of the Hollywood-South 
Broward Board of Realtors for 1959-60, a director of 
the Hallandale Chamber of Commerce, a member of 
the Board of Commissioners of South Broward Hos- 
pital District, a charter member of Broward County 
Farm Bureau, and an associate member of the Com- 
mittee of 100. Hunting and fishing are his choices for 
relaxation. 

He was married April 8, 1925, in Miami, Florida, to 
Mabel C. Wisch, daughter of Henry and Mae (Carl) 
Wisch, who was educated in the schools of Jackson, 
Minnesota, and Park Rapids High School, Minnesota. 
Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz are the parents of a daughter, 
Juanita, and a son, Clifford R. 

Juanita Iola Schwartz graduated from South Brow- 
ard High School and married Wayne Smith. She has 
two children: Gail, born in Norfolk, Virginia, in 1951; 
Karin, born in Hollywood in 1953. 

Clifford R, Schwartz was born in Miami, Florida, 
in March 1933, graduated from South Broward High 
School in 1950, and served in the United States Air 
Corps in the Far East, Africa and Casablanca from 
1952 to 1956. Since 1956 he is a partner in his father’s 
real estate and insurance business in Hallandale. He 
is a director of the South Broward Insurance Board 
and director of Hallandale Chamber of Commerce. In 
April 1958 in Georgia he married Anna Lee Van Netta, 
daughter of Albert W. and Anna Lee, and they have 
a son, Robert Paul Schwartz, born in Hollywood, 
Florida, September 17, 1960. 


DIXON M. JORDAN 


The name of Jordan in Dania, Florida, stands for 
fine Colonial furniture, The man who founded Jordan 
Furniture Company, Dixon M. Jordan, has had thirty 


years experience in the furniture field, with an inter- 
lude of ten years in the farming and packing house 
business. He is also a graduate pharmacist and for fif- 
teen years in the early part of his career was in the 
drug business. His activities in the Dania-Hollywood 
area include the financial field and civic and Masonic 
affairs. FP 

He was born in Florence, South Carolina, November 
1, 1885, son of Emory C. and Anna Corrine (Sweet) 
Jordan, both natives of South Carolina, The family 
moved to Whigham, Georgia, in 1904. Emory Jordan 
was a farmer and merchant and served as councilman 
of the city of Whigham, Georgia, for many years. 

Dixon M. Jordan attended the local high school and 
graduated from Atlanta College of Pharmacy in 1906. 
From then until 1921 he followed the retail and man- 
ufacturing drug business, first owning and operating 
a drug store in Whigham and later manufacturing 
drugs in Thomasville, Georgia. 


In 1921 he took up the manufacture of standard fur- 
niture in Valdosta, Georgia, and continued in this line 
there until 1925, when he moved his plant to Dania, 
Florida, Following the bursting of the Florida real 
estate boom, which no doubt affected his business, he 
discontinued the manufacture of furniture in 1927 and 
went into the farming and shipping of winter veg- 
etables. After ten years in this business he sold out 
in 1937 and returned to the furniture business, work- 
ing first with Rhodes Furniture chain of stores out of 
Miami, and then opened a retail store at his present 
address, 48 South Federal Highway in Dania. In 1945 
his son, J. C. Jordan, and son-in-law, James J. Mc- 
Millan, joined him in establishing the present house- 
hold furnishing business, which in 1958 was merged 
with Colonial Early American Furniture, and now 
boasts one of the largest selections of Early American 
furniture in the South. 


Mr, Jordan is chairman of the board of Jordan Fur- 
niture Company. He is also chairman of the board of 
the Diversified Finance Corporation of Dania, a million 
dollar finance corporation which he organized. He was 
an organizer of the Citizens Bank of Broward County 
and is now its vice president and a director of the 
bank. He is vice chairman of the governing board of 
Memorial Hospital of Hollywood, which he served as 
chairman for two terms, 1955-56. He served as vice 
mayor and city councilman of Dania in 1929. He is an 
organizer and past Master of Eureka Lodge, F. and 
A.M., #269 of Dania; an organizer and first U.D. Mas- 
ter of Roe Folderson Lodge, F. and A.M., #299 of West 
Hollywood; and a member of the Methodist Church. 

At Holly Hill, South Carolina, on September 24, 
1912, Dixon M, Jordan married Lillie Shingler, daugh- 
ter of John M. and Emily (Woodberry) Shingler. They 
have four children and five grandchildren. The chil- 
dren are: 

1. Lillian Jordan (Mrs. James J. McMillan), born 
in Whigham, Georgia. 

2. D. Monroe Jordan, now of West Palm Beach, born 
in Colquitt, Georgia. 

3, Emily Jordan (Mrs. Graham T, Simpson of Dania), 
born in Colquitt, Georgia. 

4. James C. Jordan, born in Valdosta, Georgia. 

The grandchildren are: Emily Joyce McMillan, Emily 
Claudia and Graham B. Simrson, Norris Stephen and 
Jeffrey Dixon. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


FRITZ DORIGO 


Owner of the world-famous Hofbrau Haus on Route 
1 in Hallandale, Fritz Dorigo is one of five prominent 
and civic minded individuals-who put up $500,000 to 
float a two-and-a-half million dollar bridge from 
Route 1 to A1A in Hallandale, which was finished in 
1959. 

Born in Hamburg, Germany, September 21, 1909, he 
is a son of Settimeo Dorigo, still living in Hamburg, 
aged 87, and Paula (Poller) Dorigo. He was educated 
in the public schools of Hamburg, including the Gym- 
nasium, which is equal to Junior College in the United 
States. 

In 1930, when he was twenty-one, he came to the 
United States and worked first in the Astor Hotel, New 
York, as a bus boy. Subsequently, he became private 
secretary to James Dunn of Greenwich, Connecticut, 
In 1935 he came to Miami and established the famous 
Etitch and Fritz restaurant, which he operated until 
1945, when he moved to Hallandale and built the 
Hofbrau Haus. 

He is a life member of the Florida State and Na- 
tional Restaurant Association; a member of all Cham- 
bers of Commerce from Miami to Palm Beach; a life 
member of Elks Lodge #1732 of Hollywood, and a 
member of the Hollywood Moose Lodge. He is also a 
member of the Meadow Brook Syndicate, breeders of 
racing horses, and makes a hobby of horse racing and 
breeding. Swimming is his favorite recreation. 

He and Mrs. Dorigo love travel, and for many years 
during the summer months they have traveled 
throughout Europe and Asia, visiting among other 
spots his birthplace in Hamburg, Germany. Two years 
ago Mr. Dorigo, as a representative of the Restaurant 


Associations of the United States, traveled to Russia 


with Vice President Nixon to open up the Exposition 
in Moscow. 

At Greenwich, Connecticut, on December 5, 1933, 
Fritz Dorigo married Edith Docrign, daughter of the 
late Karl and Alvina (Kopfshlags) Docrign. They have 
a son, Fritz W. Dorigo, born in Miami December 5, 
1947, now a student at Miami Day and Country School, 
a private boarding school in Miami. 


THE CURCIE FAMILY 


One of the earliest settlers of Hallandale was Frank 
A. Curcie, who bought twenty acres of the old Krum- 
blood estate there in 1905 and moved his family there 
from Key West, where he had lived for seven years 
previously. 

A native of Bordeaux, France, Mr. Curcie came to 
this country as a young man and, being an accom- 
plished violinist, was a member of the orchestra that 
played at the opening of the Royal Palm Hotel in 
Miami in 1896, the year the city was incorporated. In 
1898 he moved to Key West, where he conducted a 
general store and taught music. 

In Hallandale he farmed and was a landscape gar- 
dener, He did the landscaping for the first and some 
of the finest residences in Miami Beach, foremost 
among which was the Carl Fisher estate. This pioneer 
of Miami and Hallandale died September 9, 1960, at 
the age of eighty-five. His wife, mother of the Curcie 
brothers, was Rose Brigelle, born in England. She 
died November 7, 1959, aged seventy-nine. 

Frank and Rose Curcie had four sons. Donald, the 
oldest, was born in Key West; the other three in 


Hallandale: John P, on August 22, 1911; Theodore E. 
(Ted) on December 25, 1915; and Frank A., Jr. on 
February 7, 1922, These three attended elementary 
school in Hallandale, John graduated from Central 
High School in Hollywood; Ted from what is now 
South Broward High School in Dania; and Frank 
from St, Anthony’s High-School, Fort Lauderdale. 

In their youth the Curcie boys hauled tomatoes 
from their father’s farm to the packing house in Hal- 
landale and shipped them by boat to New York and 
other points on the East Coast. Starting with one 
truck in 1934, John and Ted pioneered in road con- 
struction and trucking in that area. They are now 
one of the largest road contractors and earth movers 
in South Florida, They did one of the largest fill jobs 
in Florida by truck—moving a million and a _ half 
yards of earth in the building of the Diplomat Golf 
Course on 205 acres of what was mangrove swamp. 

Curcie Brothers, Inc., of which firm Ted Curcie is 
president, includes five other separate corporations, 
employing altogether 111 men with a weekly payroll 
of $12,000. Along with their own forty-two radio- 
dispatched trucks of all sizes, they hire about twenty 
additional trucks in the process of their contracting 
jobs. 


The five subsidiaries or branches of Curcie Brothers, 
Inc. are: Curcie Brothers Paving Company, Inc.; Cur- 
cie Brothers Trucking Company; the Junhalla Com- 
pany (a real estate holding corporation); the Glades 
Rock Corporation; and Hallandale Rock Corporation. 
Ted Curcie is president of the last three named cor- 
porations. His brother John is president of the Paving 
and Trucking companies and is also secretary and 
treasurer of all the other companies, Frank A., Jr. is 
vice president of Curcie Brothers Trucking Company. 

Ted Curcie served eighteen months in the Pacific 
theater of World War II in the Infantry, 81st Division, 
with the top rank of staff sergeant, and was wounded 
in action at Pelau Island. He was Commander of the 
Disabled American Veterans for two years, 1957 and 
1958. 


In 1955 and ’56 he was a member of the Hallandale 
Zoning Board, As a director of the Hallandale Cham- 
ber of Commerce in 1955, he received a citation for his 
work. The Lions Club of Hallandale, which he served 
as president in 1958-59, honored him with a plaque in 
appreciation of his “distinguished and unselfish serv- 
ice” in the club. The firm of Curcie Brothers, Inc. was 
the recipient of a plaque for sponsoring a Girls’ Soft- 
ball Team in Hallandale. 

Ted Curcie is a charter member of Hollywood Elks 
Lodge and a member of St. Matthew’s Catholic Church 
of Hallandale. His favorite recreations are fishing and 
boating. 

He was married at Brunswick, Georgia, October 12, 
1954, to Nadine Blount, daughter of Edward and Mary 
(Williams) Blount, who was born in Miami and grad- 
uated from Edison High School in that city, Mr. and 
Mrs. Theodore Curcie have two children, born in 
Hallandale: Rosemary, on June 12, 1956; Joseph Ed- 
ward, on June 24, 1958. 


John P, Curcie served as a private first class in the 
Ninth Armored Division of the United States Army in 
World War II from 1943 to 1945, with eighteen months 
in the European theater, and took part in the Battle 
of the Bulge. He is a charter member of Hollywood 
Elks Lodge, a director of the Lions Club of Hallandale, 
a trustee of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and a mem- 
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ber of the Holy Name Society of St. Matthew’s Church. 

On December 10, 1936, he married June Taylor, 
daughter of James and Josephine (Bein) Taylor, in 
St. Petersburg, Florida. They have three sons, born 
in Hollywood: John J., on February 11, 1942; James, 
on October 1, 1952; Jerome, on October 3, 1955, 

Frank A. Curcie, Jr, was named executor of the 
father’s estates. He served two years overseas in the 
South Pacific in World War II and is a past director 
of the Lions Club. He married Margaret Hansen, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Swen Hansen of New York, 
and they have three children, born in Hallandale: 
Kenneth Anthony, on February 7, 1951; Thomas, on 
July 22, 1956; and Catherine, on March 22, 1958. 

Donald Curcie, the oldest brother of the Curcie fam- 
ily, is associated with the business as stock clerk. Born 
in Key West in 1896, he served in the United States 
Army Cavalry in World War I. On December 4, 1910, 
he married Sylvia Carlson from Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina. They have three children: Florine, who is 
Mrs. Benjamin Graeber of Miami; Theresa, Mrs. Doug- 
las Butler of Miami; and Michael Joseph Curcie of 
Fort Lauderdale, 

There are also seven sisters in the family; in order, 
Ann, Jen, Josephine, Rosalie, Mary, Betty, and Vir- 
ginia. There are thirty-six grandchildren and twenty- 
two great-grandchildren. 

Curcie Brothers, Inc. is a member of the American 
Road Builders Association (A.R.B.A.), the Florida Road 
Builders Association (F.R.B.A.), the Broward Builders 
Exchange, and the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce. 


RAYMOND M. THEODORE, D.D.S. 


A practicing dentist in Hollywood, Florida, since 
1946, Dr. Raymond M. Theodore was born in Balti- 
more, Maryland, September 4, 1907, son of George 
David and Ida (Lipsitz) Theodore. He received his 
primary education in Baltimore public schools, at- 
tended Randolph-Macon Military Academy at Bed- 
ford, Virginia, graduating in 1924, and attended Ran- 
dolph-Macon College, Ashland, Virginia, in 1925-26. 

Entering the University of Maryland School of 
Pharmacy, he graduated with a Ph.G. degree in 1929 
and practiced Pharmacy in Maryland until 1934. He 
then entered the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery, and was graduated in 1938 
with the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery. 

Dr. Theodore served in the United States Army in 
World War II from May 1941 to December 1945, with 
the rank of Major D.C. 

He is a member of Tau Epsilon Phi and Alpha 
Omega Fraternities, Gorgas Odontological Society, the 
American Dental Association, the East Coast Dental 
Society, Broward County Dental Society, and is a 
32nd: degree Mason of the Scottish Rite Bodies, and a 
member of Mahi Shrine Temple, Miami. 

In 1940 Dr. Theodore married Fannie Mae Margolis 
and they have one child, Lois Maxine, born in 1942, 


JOHN O. CALVIN 


Since coming to Hollywood in 1945, John O. Calvin 
has become one of the leading citizens of that city 
through his activities in building and real estate, in 
bank organization and general civic affairs. 

He was born in Edinburgh, Indiana, October 12, 


1906, son of Omer T. and Anna (Holman) Calvin. 
The family moved to Argos, Indiana, where his father 
was a farmer. John’s mother died in 1952, his father 
in 1954, and both are buried in Argos, Indiana. His 
grandfather, John W. Calvin, for many years served 
Johnson County, Indiana, and Edinburgh as county 
commissioner and township trustee. 

John O. Calvin was graduated from Franklin High 
School, Franklin, Indiana, in 1925 and from the Uni- 
versity of Indiana in 1929 with an A.B. degree. From 
1932 to 1940 he worked with the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture making chattel and farm 
mortgage loans throughout Indiana. In 1940 he estab- 
lished a contracting business in and around Indian- 
apolis and began real estate operations. During World 
War II, 1941 to 1945, he served as Red Cross Field 
Director throughout the United States. 


The Calvin family had been coming to Florida dur- 
ing the winter months since 1936. In 1945 Mr. Calvin 
settled in Hollywood and established a general con- 
tracting business in Broward County. He helped to 
construct the Presbyterian Church on 16th Street and 
Hollywood Boulevard, a beautiful edifice, He also 
built Temple Sinai at Johnson and 12th Street, Holly- 
wood, the Citizens Bank of South Broward County in 
West Hollywood, and many other fine buildings, He 
is one of the owners and a director of this bank, which 
he helped to organize. For the past couple of years 
(since 1958) he has specialized in the building of 
medical clinics, and has built six of these in Holly- 
wood. 


Mr. Calvin is a past director of the Hollywood Cham- 
ber of Commerce and a member of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. Since 1952 he has been a di- 
rector of the downtown Hollywood Kiwanis Club and 
was its president in 1956. A member of the Broward 
County Board of Public Instruction, he was chairman 
of the board in 1954 to 1956 and vice chairman 1956 
to 1959. He is president of the University of Indiana 
Alumni Association of Broward County and a trustee 
of the Presbyterian Church, which he has served as 
deacon and elder. Boating is his favorite recreation. 

In Indianapolis on February 28, 1936, John O. Calvin 
married Marian Olive, daughter of Edgar W. and 
Elizabeth (Ristine) Olive, Mrs, Calvin is a graduate 
of the University of Illinois, class of 1929, with a B.A. 
degree. The Calvins have three children: 

1. David Lawrence Calvin, born June 18, 1940, at 
Indianapolis, a graduate of South Broward High 
School, Hollywood, and now a student at West Palm 
Beach Junior College. 

2. John Wesley Calvin, born May 4, 1945, at Indian- 
apolis, a student at South Broward High School. 

3. Richard Thomas Calvin, born May 28, 1947, in 
Hollywood, Florida, a student at McNicol Junior High 
School.: 

David was and John is a member of South Broward 
High School Swimming Team. 


WILLIAM J. KELLEY 


The president and owner of Bill Kelley Chevrolet, 
Inc, in Hollywood has been in the automobile business 
since he got out of college in 1947 and has been very 
successful in Hollywood, where he started with an 
organization of fifteen in 1956 and now has sixty-five 
employees. 

William J. (Bill) Kelley was born in Batavia, New 
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York, August 24, 1925, son of Joseph and Helen (Tem- 
pleton) Kelley, both natives of Batavia. His parents 
now reside in San Francisco where his father is an 
executive of a paper manufacturing company. 

Bill Kelley graduated from North Kansas City High 
School, Missouri, and attended the University of Notre 
Dame for a while. From 1943 to 1946 he served in the 
United States Navy as seaman first class. Returning, 
he completed his college education at the University 
of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, receiving the B.A. de- 
gree in 1947. 

In that year he entered the automobile business in 
North Kansas City as a salesman for the William (Bill) 
Allen Chevrolet, and was there nine years, working 
up through the various steps of the company until he 
became manager and finally a partner. 

In January 1956 he purchased a Chevrolet franchise 
in Hallandale, Florida, and established his own firm 
under the name of Bill Kelley Chevrolet, Inc. In 1960 
he was elected to represent all Chevrolet dealers from 
Pompano south at the Chevrolet Dealers Planning 
Committee in Jacksonville, Florida, He is a member 
and former vice president of the Broward County Au- 
tomobile Dealers Association. 

Active in civic affairs, Mr. Kelley is a member of 
the Chambers of Commerce of Hollywood, West Hol- 
lywood and Hallandale; a charter member of the 
board of directors of the Bank of Hallandale; and re- 
ceived the Award of Excellence for his participation 
in the United Fund drive for Broward County. His 
religious affiliation is with the Episcopal Church. He 
is also a member of Alpha Lodge #659 of North 
Kansas City, Missouri. Boating is his recreation and 
as a hobby he has taught himself to play the organ. 

At Kansas City, Missouri, on July 6, 1947, William 
J. Kelley married Helen Jeane Allen, daughter of 
William and Martha (McBride) Allen. Mrs. Kelley 
was born in Independence, Missouri, and is a graduate 
of North Kansas City High School. She attended Ste- 
phens College at Columbia, Missouri, and then the 
University of Missouri. 

Two sons were born to Mr, and Mrs, Kelley in 
Kansas City, Missouri: Stephen Allen Kelley, on Feb- 
ruary 23, 1951, and William Joseph Kelley, on No- 
vember 18, 1953. 

Bill Kelley has a brother, John Robert Kelley, now 
in the insurance field in Kansas City, and Mrs. Kelley 
has a brother, William R. Allen, Jr., who is owner of 
the Bill Allen Chevrolet in North Kansas City. Her 
father is retired. 


CHARLES D. SPRINGER 


A resident of Hollywood, Florida, since 1926, Charles 
D. Springer has been in the automobile transportation 
business there most of the time since he went to work 
for his father in 1937, and since 1948 has also been 
President and General Manager of Hellywood Bus 
Lines, Inc., operating a bus service for the city and 
surrounding area. Mr. Springer is prominent in the 
civic life of Hollywood, 

A son of Ralph B, and Florence (Treu) Springer, 
he was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana, May 26, 1916. 
He came to Hollywood with his family early in 1926. 
Continuing his education in the local schools, he 
graduated from Dania High School in 1933 and at- 
tended the University of Florida for the next four 
years, graduating in 1937 with a B.S. degree in Busi- 
ness Administration with a major in Accounting. 


From 1937 to 1940 he was employed by his father, 
who had established an automobile transportation 
business in Hollywood in 1926. From 1940 to 1944 he 
was with the Broward County Port Authority as Au- 
ditor and Assistant Port Manager, but continued to 
work for his father on a part-time basis during this 
period. = 

Called into the United States Army in 1944, he 
served in the Fiscal Division, Non-appropriated Funds 
Branch, at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, until Novem- 
ber 1945, Returning to Hollywood, he resumed work- 
ing for his father until the latter’s death in 1950. 

Since then he has been a partner in the operation 
of Springer Motor Company, engaged in the rental 
car and taxi-limousine business. They operate ap- 
proximately 400 units during the winter season. Since 
1950, also, Mr, Springer has been lease-operator ot 
Springer’s Standard Service Station, located in the 
center of Hollywood, which pumps approximately 
590,000 gallons of gasoline annually. In 1951 C. D. 
Springer and his two brothers, George R. and Ralph 
B. Springer, Jr., formed the partnership of Springer 
Brothers for the management of properties and opera- 
tion of a service station. In 1954 R. and S. Motors, Inc., 
a rental car company operating in the Fort Lauder- 
dale area, was established, with Charles Springer as 
vice-president. 

Mr, Springer is a member and state director of 
“Catrala,” a state-wide trade association of 1ental car 
operators in Florida. He has been a director of the 
Industrial Savings Bank of Fort Lauderdale since 
1954 and is now also a director of the Bank of Holly- 
wood. During the year 1953 he was president of the 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce and has served two 
three-year terms as director of the Chamber. He was 
president of the Hollywood Rotary Club in 1953-54 
and is presently a director of the Committee of One 
Hundred of Hollywood. A Mason of Hollywood Lodge 
#209, F. and A.M., he was Master of this lodge in 
1950 and is a member of Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami, 
and the Hollywood Shrine Club. He is also a member 
of B.P.O.E, Lodge #1732 of Hollywood and of the 
American Legion Post. 

On August 18, 1939, at Fort Lauderdale, Charles D. 
Springer married Elizabeth Malone, daughter of 
James and Minnie (Mason) Malone, Mr. and Mrs. 
Springer are the parents of two children, both born 
in Hollywood: 

1. Dale born April 25, 1943, is now a senior at South 
Broward High School, a member of the school swim- 
ming team, and is active in the Order of DeMolay. 

2. Sally, born September 19, 1944, is a junior at 
South Broward High School. 


VINCENT T. BARONE 


An attorney and counselor in Hallandale, Vincent 
T, Barone practiced law in New York State for nine- 
teen years before moving to Florida in 1958. During 
those years he gave a considerable portion of his time 
to public service. 

Son of George C. and Louise M, (Albano) Barone, 
he was born in Fredonia, Chatauqua County, New 
York, December 27, 1913. Both his parents are living 
in Buffalo, New York. His father, now retired, was 
an engineer, mechanic and inventor. He was born in 
Italy October 20, 1890. Vincent’s mother was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, August 5, 1895. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


He was educated in the following schools, all in 
Buffalo, New York: Holy Angels, Public School #3, 
Canisius High School, Canisius College, from which 
he graduated with a B.A. degree in 1935, and the Uni- 
versity of Buffalo Law School, where he received his 
LL.B. degree in 1938. 

Admitted to practice law in New York State in 
March 1939, he followed his profession in Buffalo until 
he came to Broward County, Florida, in 1958, During 
his professional career in New York State he served 
as a panel attorney for the Legal Aid Society. From 
1946 to 1953 inclusive, he was a member of the five- 
man Buffalo Airport Advisory Board. In 1951 he was 
Field Representative for the New York State Work- 
men’s Compensation Board. In 1952 and ’53 he was 
Confidential Secretary for the City Council of Buffalo, 
New York; from 1954 to 1956 inclusive, Town Attorney 
for the Town of Lancaster, Erie County, New York; 
and from 1954 to 1957 inclusive, Confidential Secretary 
for the Office of the Comptroller, Erie County, New 
York. 

He served in the New York State Guard from 1941 
to 1945 with the rank of First Lieutenant. 

Mr. Barone was admitted to the Florida Bar in No- 
vember 1958, and since then practiced with the law 
firm of Clark, Harrington and Barone at Pompano until 
he became a member of the firm of Long, Brady and 
Barone of Hallandale, with which he is now associated. 

He is a member of the New York State Bar, the 


_ Florida Bar, the American Bar Association, Broward 


County and Greater Hollywood Bar Associations; a 
member of Kiwanis International of Hallandale, and of 
St. Stephen’s Catholic Church, Hollywood. He has a 
private pilot’s license and makes a hobby of flying. 
He also likes to play golf and bowl. 

Mr, Barone was married in Las Vegas, Nevada, on 
February 1, 1958, to Ann L. Trippi, born. in Buffalo, 
New York, January 6, 1931, daughter of John and 
Carmela (Gerace) Trippi, both natives of Buffalo, 
where her father was born March 4, 1905, her mother 
July 1, 1908. A daughter, Bernadette Anne, was born 
to Mr. and Mrs, Barone at Pompano Beach, Florida, 
on April 24, 1959. 

By a previous marriage Mr. Barone has two chil- 
dren, both born in Lackawanna, New York: Mary K. 
on September 12, 1946, and Mark V. C. on March 21, 
1951. Mary and Mark are attending a private school 
in Buffalo, New York. 


IVAN C, FREDERICKSON, D.V.M. 


A veterinarian of Hollywood, part owner and op- 
erator of the Hollywood Animal Hospital, Dr. Ivan C. 
Frederickson has practiced his profession in Florida 
since 1939, 

Son of Anthony and Alpha (Lindmark) Frederick- 
son, he was born in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, May 14, 
1915. His father, a native of Iowa, homesteaded in Cal- 
gary, Alberta, where he was a rancher and farmer, 
He returned to Stratford, Iowa, when Ivan was an 
infant, in 1915, and continued his farming and ranch- 
ing there. On his retirement in 1952 he came to Hol- 
lywood, and died there last September, 1960. Ivan’s 
mother had died in 1958. Both parents are buried in 
Hollywood. 

At Stratford High School, Iowa, from which he was 
graduated in 1932, Ivan Frederickson played football. 
He went on to Iowa State University where he studied 


animal husbandry and graduated in 1939 with the de- 
gree of Doctor of Veterinary Medicine. 

Having begun his practice in Norway, Iowa, Dr. 
Frederickson moved to Miami, Florida, in the fall of 
1939. In 1943 he moved to Fort Lauderdale and in 1947 
settled in Hollywood, carrying on his veterinary prac- 
tice at each location. At Hollywood he went into part- 
nership with Dr, Clarence C. Dee in the operation of 
the Hollywood Animal Hospital, Mrs. Dee is the former 
Lucille Frederickson, sister of Dr. Frederickson. 

Dr. Frederickson is a member of the American Ani- 
mal Hospital Association, the American Veterinary 
Medical Association, the Florida Veterinary Medical 
Association, the South Florida Veterinary Society, and 
the Broward County Veterinary Association. 

On October 17, 1940, at Miami Dr. Frederickson mar- 
ried Dorothy V. Holt, a graduate of Ellsworth (Iowa) 
High School and Iowa State University, daughter of 
Peter and Olive (Lyders) Holt. Mr. and Mrs, Fred- 
erickson are the parents of four children: 

1, Ivan Charles, Jr. (“Tucker”), born in Fort Lau- 
derdale January 12, 1943, graduating from South Brow- 
ard High School in 1961. 

2. Linda Gail, born in Fort Lauderdale October 16, 
1944, a student at South Broward High School. 

3. Mary Ann, born in Fort Lauderdale February 28, 
1946, a student at McNicol Junior High School, Holly- 
wood, 

4. Jane Ellen, born in Hollywood December 6, 1950, 
a student at Hollywood Hills Elementary School. 

For his accomplishments as a football player, “Tuck- 
er” Frederickson was first named on every All-County 
football team that various groups selected. Then his 
name appeared on the All-State and the All-Southern 
football teams. In addition he was named the top prep 
school football player in the State of Florida. Finally, 
in January 1961, he was selected for the first team Prep 
All-American eleven. He is also three-year letterman 
in basketball and holds the State Junior Olympic rec- 
ord in the shot-put. 

In a local newspaper an editorial comment states: 
“The modest manner in which Tucker accepts the rec- 
ognition accorded him increases his stature beyond his 
athletic accomplishments, He has brought considerable 
recognition to the community as well as to himself, and 
he is as fine a representative as the community can 
have. We join with the rest of the community in ex- 
tending congratulations to this fine young man.” 


JUDGE R. J. (BOB) FEGERS 


Practicing law in West Hollywood since 1954, R. J. 
(Bob) Fegers has been Municipal Judge of the City 
of Plantation since 1957 and was Assistant County 
Solicitor for Broward County in 1956-57. 

Son of Joseph and Agnes (Rompza) Fegers, he was 
born in Chicago, Illinois, March 7, 1928. His father 
operated a restaurant in Pompano Beach during the 
winter months, starting in 1924, and in 1942 took up 
his residence in Florida at Goulds, where he had a 
citrus grove, In 1943 he opened a restaurant in Holly- 
wood, which he sold in 1944 when he opened one in 
Hallandale. This restaurant he operated until 1956, 
then sold it, but the property remains in the family. 
He died January 4, 1958, survived by his wife, who 
lives in West Hollywood. 

Bob Fegers graduated from South Broward High 
School, Hollywood, in 1946 and for the next three 
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years attended Florida State University, He played 
football in high school and at Florida State, In 1951 
he received a Bachelor of Arts degree from the Uni- 
versity of Miami and in 1954 a Bachelor of Laws de- 
gree from the Law School of the University of Miami. 
Admitted to the Florida bar in 1954, he has carried 
on a general practice since then and is a member of 
the law firm of Reasbeck and Fegers. 

Judge Fegers holds membership in the American 
Bar Association, the Florida Bar, the Broward County 
and the Greater Hollywood Bar Associations; also in 
the Kiwanis Club of West Hollywood and the West 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, of which he is a 
past president. He is a member of St. Stephen’s Cath- 
olic Church of West Hollywood. Water sports are his 
favorite recreation. 

At Titusville, Pennsylvania, on June 21, 1952, R. J. 
Fegers married Ruth Gillespie, daughter of Walter 
and Terese (McDonald) Gillespie, and a graduate of 
Titusville High School. They have three children, all 
born in Hollywood: 

1. Thomas Alan, on April 2, 1953. 

2. Kathleen Agnes, on June 4, 1954. 

3. Robert Gregory, on February 4, 1957. 


R. REGIS REASBECK 


As a member of the law firm of Reasbeck & Fegers 
of West Hollywood, Florida, R. Regis Reasbeck has 
been practicing law in Florida since 1954 and is pres- 
ently municipal judge of the Village of Pembroke 
Pines, West Hollywood, Florida, and assistant judge 
_ of the City of Plantation, Florida. 

Born in Meadville, Pennsylvania, December 14, 1922, 
he is a son of Peter A. and the late Maria V. (Timm) 
Reasbeck, His mother died April 23, 1943, and is buried 
in Meadville, Pennsylvania, His father presently lives 
in Meadville, Pennsylvania. 

Graduated from St. Agatha’s High School, Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, in 1939, R. Regis Reasbeck attended Al- 
legheny College in that city, from which he received a 
B.A. degree in 1947 and completed the required school- 
ing for his M.A. degree in 1952. While in high school 
and college he participated in basketball, football and 
boxing. From 1942 to 1945, he served in World War II 
in the United States Marine Corps, taking part in the 
operations of the South Pacific theater of war. After 
the war he entered the University of Miami Law 
School and received his LL.B. degree there in 1954. 

During his first year out of the university Mr. Reas- 
beck practiced law in Hialeah, Florida, with R. J. 
Fegers, his present partner, who had been a classmate 
in law school, under the firm name of Reasbeck & 
Fegers. 

He is a member of the American Bar Association, 
the Florida Bar, the Broward County Bar and the 
Greater Hollywood Bar Association, and of the Na- 
tional Association of Claimant and Compensation At- 
torneys. He is a past president (1959) of the West Hol- 
lywood Chamber of Commerce; past president of the 
West Hollywood Rotary Club (1956-57); a Mason of 
Hialeah F, and A.M. Lodge #320, and a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. Golf and fishing are his 
hobbies. 

On October 2, 1951, R. Regis Reasbeck married Leila 
McMichael of his home town of Meadville, Pennsyl- 
vania, daughter of Frank and Marie McMichael, a 
graduate of Meadville High School in 1943 and of 


Meadville City Hospital School of Nursing in 1947. 
She is a registered nurse. Mr. and Mrs. Reasbeck have 
a son, William Marshall Reasbeck, born in North Shore 
Hospital, Dade County, Florida, on February 17, 1958. 


JOHN VINCENT O’NEILL 


President, Chief Executive Officer and director of 
The Dania Bank since 1958, J. Vincent O’Neill has 
made a career of banking, starting as a messenger in 
a New York bank in 1922 while he was a student at 
Columbia University, During the eight years prior to 
his coming to Florida in 1958, he was president of the 
Mercantile National Bank of Chicago and as such was 
in the forefront of national banking activities centered 
in that key city. He has always been a leader in civic 


-and community welfare work and is a prominent club 


member. He is listed in Who’s Who in America. 

Son of Michael Francis and Helen (Dean) O'Neill, 
John Vincent O’Neill was born in Montclair, New 
Jersey, July 13, 1903, He graduated from Montclair 
High School and attended Columbia University from 
1922 to 1925, New York University, 1925 to 1928, and 
the American Institute of Banking, 1928 to 1930, He 
worked his way through college, starting as a mes- 
senger at the National City Bank, New York City, in 
1922, From 1923 to 1927 he was in securities and credit 
work; from 1927 to 1933 in loan supervision and branch 
management departments; and from 1934 to 1947 was 
manager of the Port Authority branch. He then went 
to the Title Guaranty and Trust Company as vice 
president in charge of banking and was there two 
years. His career at the Mercantile National Bank of 
Chicago began in 1949 when he became vice president 
and a director of the bank, The same year he was 
advanced to Executive Vice President, in 1950 became 
President, and in 1951 Chairman of the Board, retain- 
ing his office as President. In 1958 he resigned his po- 
sitions in the Chicago bank to come to Dania, Florida, 
and assume the top executive position in The Dania 
Bank. He is also vice-chairman of the Everglades Bank, 

In addition to his regular employment during those 
years, from 1945 to 1949 Mr. O’Neill was an instructor 
in banking and law at the American Institute of Bank- 
ing and the Katherine Gibbs Secretarial School in 
New York. He is a life member of the American Insti- 
tute of Banking and was president of the New York 
chapter in 1934-35 and a member of the National Ex- 
ecutive Council in 1945-48. A member of the American 
Bankers Association, he was chairman of the National 
Credits Conference, a member of the Council of Ad- 
ministration and president of the Chicago District, 
Illinois Bankers Association and in 1955-1957 was pres- 
ident of the Chicago Clearing House Association. 

In 1947-48 Mr. O’Neill was chairman of the National 
Educational Advisory Committee of the American In- 
stitute of Banking and in the same years was chairman 
of the Montclair Police Reserve. He was a member of 
General R. E, Wood’s committee that studied Army, 
Air Force and Navy Post Exchange operations in the 
European Command; a member of the President’s Com- 
mittee of the University of Notre Dame, 1954-1958; 
chairman of the Finance and Commerce Division of 
the Community Fund, Chicago, in 1956; president of 
the Advisory Board of St. Francis Hospital; chairman 
of the Arthritis and Rheumatism Fund; Founding 
Chairman of the Midwest Boys Club, Chicago; and, in 
Florida, an advisor to the Seminole Indian tribe, He 
is a past president of the Chicago chapter of the New 
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__ Chicago; Skytop Club of Pocono, Pennsylvania; 
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York University Alumni Association; past president 
of The Mugwumps; a member of Bankers, Chicago, 
Executives, Economic and Union League Clubs of 
the 
Coral Ridge Yacht Club, and is Commodore of Pier 
66 Yacht Club, Florida. He is a Knight of the Eques- 
trian Order of the Holy Sepulchre, the only Florida 
banker to be so honored. His hobby is gardening. 

On October 5, 1927, Mr. O’Neill married Catherine 
Eagan of Montclair, N.J, Their five children were all 
born in Montclair, New Jersey. 

1. Nancy J. graduated from Montclair High School 
in 1946 and from the University of Michigan with a 
B.A. degree in 1950. She is now with the Office of Stra- 
tegic Information, attached to the Air Force Base in 
London, England, 

2. Robert J. graduated from Montclair High School, 
New Jersey, and Lake Forest College, Illinois, in 1954 
with a B.S. degree in Business Administration. He is 
now Assistant Cashier in the Bank of America at San 
Francisco. 

3. Kay M, graduated fr om Montclair High School and 


_ from Northwestern University, Chicago, in 1955, and is 


now with the San Francisco Bay Area Council. 

4. Don R. graduated from New Trier High School at 
Winnetka, Illinois, in 1957 and is now a student at the 
University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado. 

5. Jeanne J. is a student at St. Anthony’s School, 
Fort Lauderdale, 

The O’Neills’ home is at Cannon Point, Isle of Capri, 
Fort Lauderdale. 


WILLIAM F. HUNTER, JR. 


Practicing law in Hollywood since his return from 
military service in World War II, William F. Hunter, 
Jr. is a member of the law firm of Hunter and Paoli. 
He is a former Municipal Judge and now Assistant 
City Attorney of Hollywood. 

Born in Tampa, Florida, November 3, 1911, he is a 
son of William F. and Edna Earl (Rogers) Hunter, 
both living in Tampa, where his father, a native of 
that city, is a retired business man. His mother was 


_ born in Paris, Tennessee. The Judge, oldest of seven 


children, all of whom received a college education, 
graduated from high school in Tampa in 1930 and re- 
ceived his Bachelor of Laws degree from the University 
of Florida in 1937, There are two LL.B. degrees, one 
Ph.D., and two Master’s degrees held by the seven 
children. 

Admitted to practice law in the State of Florida in 
1937, he followed his profession in the town of Braden- 
ton, Manatee County, until he entered the United 
States Army in World War II. Having received his 


ROTC commission at the University of Florida in 1935, 


he transferred in 1937 to the Florida National Guard 
which, with the advent of war, was mobilized into 
the Army of the United States. Entering November 25, 


- 1942, as Second Lieutenant, Hunter was promoted to 
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Captain in the Field Artillery and served in the South 
Pacific theater of operations for the duration of the 
war, discharged March 21, 1946. 

On returning to Florida, he settled in Hollywood, 
and in 1947, with August C. Paoli, formed the law 
firm of Hunter and Paoli. He was appointed Municipal 
Judge of the City of Hollywood in 1947 and served two 
years. In 1957 he was made Assistant City Attorney, 
which office he still holds. 


Judge Hunter is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, the Broward County and 
Greater Hollywood Bar Association; a member of the 
Committee of One Hundred of the City of Hollywood, 
the Kiwanis Club of Hollywood, Kappa Alpha fra- 
ternity of the University of Florida, and the Episcopal 
Church, in which he is a past junior and senior warden 
and vestryman. 

He was married in Tampa, Florida, March 29, 1941, 
to Betty L. Battle, daughter of Hugh F. and Romilda 
Sanderson Oakley Battle. Mrs. Hunter graduated from 
Bradenton High School and attended Florida State 
College for Women, now the State University at Talla- 
hassee. 

Judge and Mrs. Hunter are the parents of five chil- 
dren, the first born in Bradenton, the others in Holly- 
wood. 

1. Joan S., born December 1, 1943, graduated from 
South Broward High School in 1961. 2. William F. III, 
born June 18, 1947, is a student at McNichol Junior 
High School. 3. Michael E., born January 30, 1950, is a 
student at Hollywood Elementary School. 4. Jane B., 
born June 30, 1955, and 5. Peggy E., born April 3, 1957, 
are both attending kindergarten school. 


WILLIAM P. BEBOUT, SR. 


William P. (Bill) Bebout, prominent realtor of Boca 
Raton, has been occupied in that line of business since 
1946 and has had his own firm since 1950. He is one 
of the organizers and director of the First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Delray Beach and 
of the Deerfield Beach Bank. 

A son of William J. Bebout, a professional pho- 
tographer, who died in 1892, and of Stella Marietta 
Bebout, who died in Los Angeles in 1937, William P. 
Bebout was born in Ashland, Ohio, December 3, 1892, 
and received his education in the public schools of 
Alliance, Ohio. For twenty years, starting in 1925, he 
was with Firestone Tire and Rubber Company at 
Akron, Ohio, and was manager of the scheduling and 
production planning for the tire plant, 

Coming to Florida in 1945, he settled at Boca Raton 
and in 1946 became associated with J. C. Mitchell, 
pioneer realtor of Boca Raton. In 1950 he established 
his own realty and insurance business in which he is 
now assisted by his son, William P, Bebout, Jr. 

A member of the national, state and local Associa- 
tions of Realtors, Mr. Bebout is past president of the 
Boca Raton Board of Realtors and the Delray Beach 
Board of Realtors. He is a charter member of the Boca 
Raton Kiwanis Club; Executive Director of the Gulf 
Stream Council, Boy Scouts of America, and holds the 
Silver Beaver award for Boy Scout work; a 32nd de- 
gree Mason of Adoniram Lodge #517 and Tadmor 
Temple Shrine, both of Akron, Ohio, and member of 
the Gold Coast Shrine Club of Deerfield Beach; a 
member of the First Methodist Church of Boca Raton 
and 1960 president of the Delray Beach Unity Center. 

He was married at Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania, De- 
cember 7, 1916, to Eleanor Boyer, daughter of Harry 
J. and Elizabeth O. (McClelland) Boyer. They have 
two sons, 

1. William P. Bebout, Jr. was born in Trenton, New 
Jersey, January 22, 1918; graduated from Garfield High 
School, Akron, Ohio, and attended Akron University. 
He served in World War II from 1942 to 1945 in the 
United States Air Forces as radar technician in the 
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434th Troop Carrier Group in the European theater of 
operations and took part in the Battle of Normandy, 
having the rank of First Lieutenant on discharge. 

Active in civic affairs, he is a former vice mayor 
and city commissioner of Boca Raton, now serving on 
its Capital Improvement Commission, and was the Re- 
publican nominee for the Florida House of Representa- 
tives, Group 2, in the November 1960 election, He is 
a member of the Kiwanis Club, American Legion Post 
#277, and the First Methodist Church of Boca Raton 
in which he was chairman of the official board for 
three years, He married Irene Harries of Reading, 
England, and they have two children: Richard Keith, 
born March 8, 1952, in Biloxi, Mississippi; and Eliza- 
beth Ann, born August 16, 1956, in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. 

2. Donald Edward Bebout, born in Akron, Ohio, De- 
cember 13, 1925, graduated from Garfield High School, 
Akron, and the Case Institute of Technology at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. He received a Master’s degree in Arts from 
Duke University and completed one year for a Ph.D. 
at Vanderbilt University, then transferred to Vander- 
bilt Medical School, from which he was graduated in 
1956 with an M.D. degree. He is now Chief Resident 
Physician at University Hospital, Jackson, Mississippi, 
completing his third year, specializing in Internal 
Medicine. 

He married Betty Baldwin of Greenville, South Caro- 
lina, and they have three children: 1) Eleanor Jean, 
born at Niagara Falls, New York, November 1, 1951; 
2); Edward, born at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, September 
8, 1956; and 3) Barbara Elizabeth, born at Jackson, 
Mississippi. 


ARCHIBALD JOHN RYAN, SR. 


Established in the real estate business in Dania since 
1924, A. J. Ryan, Sr. is a pioneer in that field in Brow- 
ard County. He also has a cattle ranch on which he 
raises thoroughbred Angus cattle. Throughout the long 
years of his residence in Dania, Mr, Ryan has been 
very active in civic affairs and is a director of banks. 

Born at Bement, Illinois, December 18, 1892, he is a 
son of Pierce F, and Katherine M. (Ganley) Ryan, both 
natives of Illinois. His father was a farmer near Bement 
and served Piatt County, Illinois, as County Commis- 
sioner for eighteen years. 

A. J. Ryan, Sr. graduated from Hammond High 
School, Illinois, in 1910 and taught in the rural schools 
of Piatt County from 1911 to 1916. During the summer 
months he attended Southern State Normal School for 
Teachers, In 1916 he went to Chicago and became en- 
gaged in the warehouse storage and real estate busi- 
ness, continuing there until 1924, when he came to 
Dania, Florida, to settle and established his real estate 
business there, Some time later he added a general in- 
surance agency to his business, 

Mr. Ryan is a past president of the Hollywood-South 
Broward Board of Realtors and a member of the Na- 
tional Association of Real Estate Boards; a member of 
the Florida Cattlemen’s Association, the Florida Aber- 
deen-Angus Association, and the National Institute of 
Farm Brokers; a member and past president of the 
Dania Chamber of Commerce and a member of the 
United States Chamber of Commerce, a director of the 
Dania Bank and the First Federal Savings and Loan 
Association of Fort Lauderdale. From 1928 to 1943 he 
Served as City Commissioner for Dania. He was a 


sergeant in Motor Company II in the First World War, 
1917-18, and is a life member and past commander of 
American Legion Post #304 of Dania; a member of the 
Committee of One Hundred in Hollywood, the Knights 
of Columbus, and the Church of the Resurrection, 
Dania. He calls farming and cattle raising his hobby. 

In Chicago on June 11, 1924, A. J. Ryan, Sr. married 
Genevieve M. Ratty, daughter of John M. and Helen F. 
(Feighery) Ratty, They have three children and ten 
grandchildren. 

1. Gene Marie Ryan, born in Fort Lauderdale, grad- 
uated from Dania High School and Florida State Uni- 
versity and is now a Physical Therapist. 

2. Archibald J. Ryan, Jr., born in Dania, is a lawyer 
and State Representative. (See sketch). 

3. James F. Ryan, born in Hollywood, graduated 
from Dania High School and attended the University 
of Florida. Now a realtor, he is manager of his father’s 
business, His five children are Michael, Patricia, Kelly 
Ann, Kathleen, and James F. Jr. 


ARCHIBALD JOHN RYAN, JR. 


State Representative from Broward County, A, J. 
Ryan, Jr. has been practicing law in Dania since 1955 
and is active in civic and fraternal groups. He was the 
recipient of the Fort Lauderdale Jaycees’ Good Gov- 
ernment Award in 1960, and the State Junior Chamber 
of Commerce Good Government Award, also in 1960. 

Son of A, J. Ryan, Sr., prominent real estate dealer 
of Dania, and of Genevieve (Ratty) Ryan, he was born 
in Dania May 20, 1927. He graduated from South Bro- 
ward County High School in 1944 and, after approxi- 
mately three years in the United States Navy, entered 
the University of Florida, where he received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Business Administration in 1950 
and his Bachelor of Laws degree with honors in 1955. 
Meanwhile, he was recalled to military service and 
served twenty months (1951-52) in the United States 
Army in the Occupational Forces in Europe as a Lieu- 
tenant of Infantry. 

Admitted to practice law in the State of Florida in 
1955, he opened a general practice in Dania. Prior to 
this and during the 1955 session of the Legislature he 
was a special assistant to the Attorney General of 
Florida, and in 1956 was elected State Representative 
from Broward County, Group Two, to which office he 
was re-elected in 1958 and 1960. He is a Democrat. 

During his first four years in the Legislature Mr. 
Ryan served on the Interim Committee on Mental 
Health and on Education, Finance and Taxation, and 
Insurance committees. He helped to bring about the 
establishment of a Junior College in Broward County; 
introduced and led to passage a law regulating the 
rates charged by privately owned water and sewer 
companies; authored a law setting up an interim com- 
mittee to prepare a program for beach erosion control; 
and aided in the establishment of a program for the 
treatment of emotionally disturbed children with a 
center to be located at the South Florida Hospital in 
West Hollywood. He advocates the construction of a 
State University in Boca Raton; a stronger driver edu- 
cation program to improve highway safety; and more 
representation for South Florida in the Legislature. 

Mr. Ryan is a member of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Florida Bar, the Broward County Bar As- 
sociation; a director of the Dania Chamber of Com- 
merce; a member of the American Legion, the Loyal 


|564] 


AGIROAE TO. TRAOD TRAR BME A! ig Rae j 


1eW bhoW teilT odd at TE qhaqeo) yoluMl at Jace ee 
to ebrtemenies $6q buts welemonr et 2 ai bee A1-TIRL 
uit Jo sedrxeen a ;xine Yo POS dao Reied aaptvenA 
wdyiad oft .boowylioM ni bevbowkl axO lo gelsinneaoD 
neleviunel od} to domndD adit bow avdmuloD to 
vedod eid gnizier oBing boa perlimsd elias ofl ota 
batrient 12 tev © A bth sit onul no opaoid al 
‘@ nolo bas M4 mdol bo 18k dahl .M evaivensi) , 
tat baw newblide oot ave god? edt (crecyia®) 
aunblirtobneay 
chevy slebishual 0% ot wied weg shel snaw A 
-iiU ‘99092 shinolt baw looris® agi alent mon) beta 
seqaway levine? a woe at ban yiueey 
vovwal wef chan ni sed sl ney 1 bladiissA S 
; (dlotwols 492) settamnearryel ante huis 
butane boowviloN ot aad aieyil 4 esi £ 
dievevin elt bubmorte bem looted dyilt wien aol 
J19dtad eid to sopeciad ai ond motlest 6 wot binof fo 
vile cwivittsS JencoiM ote oonblido ovit ef s2oniaud 
AS nomel, bos aseldiae nA 


J AY a VEO CLTAGTHOS 


L.A .vitkoD brewer moti svileinssergeh ster 
220 sonie sinaG «i wel poisidsesq mued ged 1 neva 
od) sew sH .eque ty isavetent bie sivio ni evios ai bets 
ot) boot ‘sseoval olebrobont pol wi te fmetgiont 
yediued?? tohawt sit@ 4d? bets .O001 ni biw A dcromnerto 
OWOL ni osls UrtewA Jnsunrreved). byeD earemmoJ jo 
wileoh obstes (ant taunts: 18 gy 1A Yo 0d 
wiod anw ad novi (yttall) erovend to bas wine Io 
-o18: dtuo® riott beinubsty oh .TSCh OS Gah gareCl st 
-ixoiaqe sofa bow Fel at loodo@ elgitt yinueS biew 
boring \yvell eetala betinU arti fa wiaee ook “lotam 
‘olotiesll 6 bovieorn: od wiedw shinol jo {tiarviol) ws 
Rel ni aoilierizinibA sesnianl at sviqqeh eoosivd te 
ate mh wtoced dtiw oeryeb awed to tolodoed sid bos 
hus eolvace yratilic: of balleont aaw of olives PA 
et632 belie, oft mi (88+120L) artinomn yieew! buwerss 
«trend & 2x sqotull ni-esot0'd feneitaqaasO ort ot yet 
“uslal Yo inate 
ni sbisefd to alat2 orf? ai wal sbitouvg ot belzimabA 
oF 20is% weet] ah Sabine Torey @ bonegqe of ceel 
od ortitaleizet ol to molarse C2Ch ods gnitteh bree pict” 
lo leaned vornetA of of dapiziess laisoge oe aaw 
avLatesseiqed 9int@ botowls eew 880t oi bra ebinol'l 
od ania doidw a ow? quod eine!) fiswes mol 
favsocreC] # i off O88! bas Met oi betesie-m ecw 
4M suisleiget fy al easy wel th el yoiwO 
laiastd nb saltinuedD rmivetal of.no betes asyi 


bis .coltexdT bets sonenid noite ‘no bes diss. 
of suada ‘yititd of beqled off. menos wocwiuertl 
seit braword ai agallo’) wirett w Ye teremulail dats 


griitelisan wel 6 ogazend of bel bas bowwbouai 


-myo2 eafatai ns qu yoiitve wal « berordue 

fouttos soizors eioged 107 matgotey @ 0) Sadia 
od! Sol me uorg @ Yo tennduiidens ott 

re Rarolite edtel acoiiome Ye, savenipen) 
i laigedlt “diueB oft tm beteosl od ot vines 
& le aden oie b oft ho 

whey revit $pyttods 8; Atta moot ai pieovin wtsi2 


a L AR eae 
as a) il 








i 








& 
i 












































is 


es 


&. 





[ 


3. 


: 


é 
ei 


iqgizaissiM .woudogh 
lormaint ot gnisieiosge eoy bridt nie 
ous’) tive? ollivaser® lo niwblel vied betraaat 
sot voresta (1 :norblida eert oved ; hb 7 
(Fae), 1 sadenavot oY welt alist suigat 


a 


faB 
my 


? 
Fou ap 


tn q ity ‘ VA 
is | Petia G ee 
** 4 er 


2 VATS WHOL, 


BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Order. of Moose, the Elks, the Knights of Columbus, 
and the Church of the Resurrection, Dania, His fra- 
ternities are Florida Blue Key, Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
(social), Phi Delta Phi (legal), Phi Kappa Phi (honor- 
ary), and The Order of the Coif (honorary legal). 

A. J. Ryan, Jr. was married in New York City on 
May 19, 1951, to Johanna Rasch of Dearborn, Michigan, 
daughter of George and Marie (Miller) Rasch, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ryan are the parents of five sons: 

1. Archibald, III (Archie), born February 12, 1953, 
at Gainesville, Florida. 

2. Michael, born July 3, 1954, at Gainesville. 

3. Timothy, born February 7, 1956, at Dania. 

4. Jeffrey, born March 12, 1957, at Dania. 

5. Christopher, born February 3, 1959, at Dania. 


CHARLES H. LANDEFELD, JR. 


Carrying on an extensive practice of law in Holly- 
wood, Florida, since 1925, Charles H, Landefeld, Jr. 
served as City Attorney for Hollywood for many years, 
at one period for fifteen years and again for two years, 
and is a former City Commissioner of Hollywood. He 
is a director of several corporations and has been 
active in the civic life of Hollywood. He is listed in 
Who's Who in the South and Southwest. 

Mr. Landefeld was born in Monongahela, Pennsyl- 
vania, August 13, 1902, son of Charles H., Sr, and Sarah 
(Shoaf) Landefeld. His father, a former merchant in 
Pennsylvania, died in Hollywood in 1956. The mother, 
now aged 83, is living in Hollywood. 

Charles Landefeld, Jr. graduated from Monongahela 
High School in 1919, from Pennsylvania State Univer- 
sity in 1922 with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and re- 
ceived his Bachelor of Laws degree from Yale Uni- 
versity in 1925. 

Coming to Florida that year, he was admitted to 
practice law in this state and opened his first office 
in Fort Lauderdale, where he practiced for two years. 
Since 1927 he has headed his own firm in Hollywood, 
under the name of Landefeld, Romanik and McMor- 
rough. They conduct a general civil practice with 
considerable work. in corporation, probate and real 
property law. The firm is counsel for a number of 
important local business organizations and is approved 
as attorneys for Lawyers Title Insurance Corporation 
and the Title and Trust Company of Florida. 

Mr. Landefeld is a director of the Bank of Holly- 
wood, the Hollywood Hospital, the Hollywood Kennel 
Club, Kingway Investments, Inc., and several other 
corporations. He is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, the Broward County and 
Hollywood Bar Association; a former Rotarian and 
Kiwanian; has been a director of the Hollywood Cham- 
ber of Commerce for many years; and is a member of 
the Hollywood Elks and the Presbyterian Church. His 
fraternities are Phi Kappa Psi and Phi Delta Phi 
(Corbey Court, Yale). His favorite recreations are 
hunting, fishing and golf. 

On Augusi 20, 1932, he married Dorothy A. Doyle 
of East Orange, New Jersey, daughter of Henry and 
Sarah (Nilon) Doyle, and a graduate of East Orange 
High School. A son, Charles H., III, was born in Hol- 
lywood May 9, 1934. He graduated from Lawrenceville 
Preparatory School, New Jersey, and from Yale Uni- 
versity with a B.A, degree in 1955. He served three 
years (1957-60) as a Lieutenant in the United States 
Air Force, and is now with Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner and Smith, stock brokers, at Fort Lauderdale, 


He is married to Jean Baird, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Baird of Rumson, New Jersey, who is a graduate 
of Miss Spencer’s School, New York City, and a Junior 
Leaguer of Rumson, New Jersey. They have two chil- 
dren: 

1. Susan, born in Syracuse, New York, in October 
1957. 

2. Tracy, born in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, in May 
1960. 


H. DALE MILLER, JR. 


A son of one of the earliest settlers of Miami, who 
was a pioneer in the real estate business and in the 
development of Dade County, is H. Dale Miller, Jr., 
president of Hollywood Ford, Inc., of Hollywood. His 
father, the late H, Dale Miller, came to Florida from 
Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1894 and first settled at Palm 
Beach. He moved to Miami in 1896 and spent the 
remainder of his life there. In the early days he served 
as Clerk of the Circuit Court at Miami, and in 1908 
established a real estate brokerage. He died in Oc- 
tober 1944. Dale, Jr.s mother, Jean Reinhardt Miller, 
is living in Miami Beach, 

Born in Miami December 31, 1915, Dale Miller, Jr. 
graduated from Miami High School in 1932 and at- 
tended the University of Florida. During the second 
World War he served in the Army Air Corps from 
1942 to 1945, enlisting as a private. After attending 
Officers Training School in Miami Beach, he was com- 
missioned a Lieutenant and was promoted to the rank 
of Captain before his discharge. 

Having been previously occupied in his father’s real 
estate business, after his return from military service 
Mr. Miller entered the automobile field in Miami as 
sales manager for a Lincoln-Mercury dealer, and in 
1949 opened his own Ford agency in Hollywood, 

He is a director of the Dale Miller Realty Company 
of Miami; a member of the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce and Kiwanis Club, past president of the 
latter; and a member of the Christian Science Church, 
Miami Shores Country Club, and the Bath Club of 
Miami Beach, Golf and tennis are his favorite recrea- 
tional activities. 

He was married in Hendersonville, North Carolina, 
August 3, 1940, to Shirley Wallace, daughter of Alfred 
W. and Edna (Hetcher) Wallace, natives of Detroit, 
Michigan. Mrs. Miller is a graduate of Principia High 
School and Principia College at Elsa, Illinois, The 
Millers have two children, born in Miami. 

1, Deane Wallace, born August 1, 1943, now a stu- 
dent in the class of 1961 at Miami Edison High School. 

2. H. Dale, III, born September 19, 1946, a student at 
Horace Mann Junior High School, Miami. 


WILLIAM C. MATHER 


The distinction of being the first practicing lawyer 
and first city attorney of Hollywood, Florida, goes to 
William C. Mather who came to that city in 1924 and 
had much to do with the development of the city. 

Born in Savannah, Georgia, October 16, 1894, he is 
a son of Rev. John H. and Mary Julia (Christian) 
Mather, His father, a native of Georgia and a Meth- 
odist minister, was a graduate of Emory University 
with a Bachelor of Divinity degree. He died in 1930. 

William Mather attended public school in Macon, 
Georgia, Southern Military Institute at College Park, 
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LHE EAST COAST OR GEMORIDA 


Georgia, and graduated from Georgia School of Tech- 
nology in 1912 with a Bachelor of Science degree. Hav- 
ing decided to follow the legal profession, he attended 
Atlanta Law School and received his LL.B. degree in 
1915. He was admitted to practice law in the State of 
Georgia that year and followed his profession at Moul- 
trie, Georgia, for nine years; first associated with 
T. S. Parker, then with Shipp and Kline, and during 
the last four years was a member of the firm of Dowl- 
ing, Askew and Mather. 

In 1924 he came to Hollywood, Florida, and became 
the pioneer of the legal profession in that city as well 
as Hollywood’s first city attorney, serving three terms 
in that office. He was president of a group of citizens 


‘who worked out the first five-year plan for the ad- 


vancement of the City of Hollywood. 

Mr. Mather is a member of the American Bar As- 
sociation, the Florida Bar, the Broward County Bar 
Association, of which he is a past president, and the 
Hollywood Bar Association, He is also past president of 
the Hollywood Rotary Club, a member of Elks Lodge 
#1732, American Legion Post #92 and the Forty-and- 
Eight. During the first World War he served in the 
United States Army from May 1917 to October 1919 
and was nineteen months overseas in the Chemical 
Warfare Department. He and his family attend the 
Methodist Church. He enjoys watching competitive 
sports, particularly baseball and football. 

William C. Mather was married twice: first in Moul- 
trie, Georgia, on August 11, 1922, to Willie Mae Blas- 
ingame, daughter of Dr, W. F. and Lena Blasingame, 
who died December 8, 1933; secondly, in Fort Pierce, 
Florida, on January 6, 1941, to Gladys Mae Benjamin. 
By his first wife he has two children: 

1. Mae, who married Dr, Jean W, Spear, M.D., and 
has two children: William and Susan Jean. 

2. Jean Elizabeth, who married John L. Durant and 
also has two children: John Griffin and Steven. 


HARLEY D. GATES 


Known as the Dean of Realtors of Boca Raton, 
Harley D. Gates came to that city in 1914, becoming 
its thirteenth resident, and has been one of the fore- 
most figures in the development and sale of property 
on Florida’s lower east coast, formerly maintaining 
offices in Miami, Boca Raton and Delray Beach. 

Mr. Gates was born at Poultney, Vermont, January 
19, 1886, son of Orlando J. and Ida F, (Hunter) Gates. 
His father, who was born in central New York state 
and died in 1908, was a merchant and served for many 
years as Deputy Sheriff for the County of Rutland, 
Vermont, His mother, who died in 1906, was a native 
of Vermont and daughter of George H. Hunter from 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Following his graduation from Troy Conference 
Academy at Poultney, Vermont, and Rutland Business 
College, Mr. Gates was a private stenographer for a 
few years. In 1907 he established himself in the real 


estate business, first in his native town of Poultney and 


later had offices in Rutland and Montpelier, Vermont, 
and in Somerville, Maine, becoming a very successful 
operator. Along with his real estate business he served 
as secretary of the New York Purple Slate Company, 
secretary of the Poultney Toy Company, manufactur- 
ers of wooden toys under a German patent, and sec- 
retary of the Montvert Development Company of 
Belmont, Vermont, mining asbestos; all of these oc- 
cupations being active at the same time, 


Coming to Baca Raton, Florida, in 1914, he pioneered 
in real estate there. With P. D. Kinney from his home 
town of Poultney, Vermont, he developed one of the 
first subdivisions in Boca Raton, the Kinney and Gates 
Subdivision No, 1, which was platted in 1914. Later 
he was associated with George A. Long and F. S. 
Lewis in offering the origirfal Boca Raton and served 
as secretary-treasurer of the Boca Raton Land Com- 
pany. In Miami he was secretary-treasurer of the Pan- 
American Development and Trading Corporation of 
Miami, developing gold and silver mines in Nicaragua 
and Bolivia, and was a member of the Miami Realty 
Board. Later he was affiliated with the South Palm 
Beach County Realty Board and is, of course, a mem- 
ber of the Boca Raton Board of Realtors. 


During his lifetime in Boca Raton he has been active 
in many civic organizations, He is a life member of the 
Chamber of Commerce; served as Municipal Judge of 
the City of Boca Raton for seven years, and as coun- 
cilman for two years. He has also been a director of 
the First National Bank of Lake Worth for eleven 
years. In Poultney, Vermont, he became a member of 
Morning Star Lodge #31, F. and A. M, His political 
faith is Republican. He has always enjoyed fishing and 
as a hobby is a collector of Spanish Colonial coins. 

On June 23, 1915, in New York City Harley D. Gates 
married Harriet Parkhurst, daughter of Dr, Parkhurst 
of Randolph, Vermont. They have two children and 
three grandchildren. 


1, Imogene Alice Gates, born April 20, 1916, in Boca 
Raton, graduated from Delray High School, and is now 
the wife of Joseph Benedetto. She has a daughter, 
Diane, who married J. H, Chapek of Miami, and they 
have three children: Cindy, Deborah, and John, Jr., 
all born in Miami. 


2. Harley P. Gates, born in Boca Raton September 
20, 1918, graduated from Delray High School and now 
resides in Brattleboro, Vermont. 


ELMER F. WEIGLE 


The President of Hollywood Federal Savings and 
Loan Association, Elmer F, Weigle, has spent his entire 
business career in the Savings and Loan business, and 
in 1957 was awarded Florida Savings and Loan League’s 
Certificate of Recognition for thirty years service in 
this field. Although a resident of Florida only since 
1956, Mr. Weigle is prominent in all civic activities of 
his community—in fact, he calls civic work one of his 
hobbies, 

He was born at Otterbein, Benton County, Indiana, 
June 14, 1906, son of J. Fred and Anna (Bess) Weigle. 
After graduating from high school at Otterbein in 1924, 
he attended the Weidner Institute of Wittenburg Col- 
lege, Springfield, Ohio, for two years. 

His career began in 1927, when he was appointed 
Assistant Examiner in the Savings and Loan Division 
of the Department of Banking, State of Indiana. In 1934, 
when he was Senior Examiner, he resigned to join the 
Examining Division Staff of the Federal Home Loan 
Bank Board, working in Cincinnati and New York Dis- 
trict Banks. In 1938 he was appointed by the Governor 
of Indiana as Supervisor of the Savings and Loan Di- 
vision for the State of Indiana, which position he held 
until he joined the United States Naval Reserve in 1941. 
After training at the Great Lakes Station, he served 
three years with the Seventh Fleet in the Southwest 
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Pacific, and was discharged in 1945 as Chief Warrant 
Officer. 

Following his return from the Navy, Mr. Weigle 
joined the staff of Union Federal Savings and Loan 
Association, Evansville, Indiana, as Controller in 1946 
and was elected a director and Vice President in 1950. 
While in Evansville, in 1951 and 1952, he served as a 
director and Regional Chairman for the Indiana Savings 
and Loan League; also as President of Evansville Chap- 
ter of the American Savings and Loan Institute, and 
Was an instructor of various classes for three years. 

In March of 1956 he resigned his position in Evans- 
ville, Indiana, to accept the Presidency of the Holly- 
wood Federal Savings and Loan Association on April 1, 
1956. He is also a director of this Hollywood Association, 
Regional Vice President of the Florida Savings and 
Loan League, and a member of the Management Com- 
mittee of the United States Savings and Loan League. 

In other Civic activities Mr, Weigle is a director and 
vice president of the Hollywood Kiwanis Club, a direc- 
tor of Broward County Cancer Society, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the City of Hollywood Pension 
Fund and a member of the Investment Committee, a 
member of the Hollywood Committee of 100 and Chair- 
man of its Executive Committee, a member of Holly- 
wood Chamber of Commerce and Chairman of its Port 
Everglades Committee, and Chairman of the Finance 
Committee of the Temple Methodist Church of Holly- 
wood. He is an Elk, a Mason, Scottish Rite and Shriner, 
a member of the Propeller Club of Port Everglades and 
the Pier 66 Yacht Club. In addition to his civic work, 
his hobbies are fishing and reading. 

He was married August 31, 1947, to Betty Viola Davis 
of Lafayette, Indiana. Mrs. Weigle is also a member of 
Pier 66 Yacht Club and of the Sinawik Club of Holly- 
wood. 


BRUCE A. HOOD 


Since passing the Florida Bar examination in 1946, 
Bruce A. Hood has carried on a general practice of law 
in Hollywood. Mr. Hood has been a lawyer in New 
York since 1924 and taught law in an evening class at 
the New York University School of Commerce from 
1925 to 1932. He acquired a high degree of specialized 
education by working his way through several univer- 
sity courses and served in the United States Navy in 
both World Wars, He ranks high in the Masons and the 
Elks and is a leader in civic organizations, 

One of five children of Alexander and Louise 
(Brown) Hood, he was born on a farm in Blount 
County, Alabama, August 25, 1892. His father died when 
he was less than a year old. He attended the local pub- 
lie schools, graduated from Blount County High School 


‘in 1913, and from the University of Alabama in 1918 


with a Bachelor of Arts. degree, having completed a 
four-year course in three years and two summer ses- 
sions, working each year to help pay his way. Before 
entering the University of Alabama he taught school 
two years, and during the year 1916-17 served as assist- 
ant librarian at the university. 

On June 25, 1917, he enlisted in the Navy, was com- 
missioned an Ensign in the Pay Corps of the Reserve 
Forces in May 1918, attended pay school at Annapolis, 
Maryland, for six weeks, and served as Supply Officer 
of the transport USS El Oriente from the end of July 
1918 to May 15, 1919, when he went on inactive duty. 

Out of the Navy, he entered New York Law School 


and received his Bachelor of Laws degree there in 1923; 
then a Jurist Doctor degree, cum laude, at Brooklyn 
Law School in 1924. Admitted to the New York Bar by 
examination on June 2, 1924, he engaged in a general 
practice of law, but continued his education in the late 
afternoons and evenings while carrying a full work load 
in his legal practice during the day. At New York Uni- 
versity, where he majored in Banking and Finance, he 
received a Master’s degree in Business Administration 
in 1926, and at Columbia University, he completed the 
course and residence requirements for a Ph.D. in 
American Government and Constitutional Law as a 
major and International Law and Relations as a minor. 
As already stated, he also taught a class in law during 
these early years, 

In September of 1942 Mr, Hood once again entered 
the United States Naval Service as a Lieutenant in the 
Amphibious Force of the Atlantic Fleet; was advanced 
to the rank of Lieutenant Commander in October 1944, 
and went on inactive duty in September 1945. During a 
part of his naval service he was stationed at the Am- 
phibious Base at Fort Pierce, Florida, and learned to 
like Florida so well that he decided to settle in this 
state at the conclusion of his military service. Among 
his assignments while at Fort Pierce were those of 
President of the General Court Martial, senior member 
of the Summary Court, and Deck Court Officer; so that 
even in the Navy he functioned as a lawyer. 

In October 1945 he settled in Hollywood, Florida, 
where he still has his home and office. He passed the 
April 1946 Bar examination, was admitted to the Florida 
Bar on July 3, 1946, and opened his own office in the 
First National Bank Building of Hollywood on October 
1, 1946. 


Mr. Hood is a member of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Florida Bar, and the Broward County Bar 
Association. He is a past president of the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce; a past director of the Kiwanis 
Club of Hollywood; a member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the Forty-and-Eight, and the American 
Legion, twice past Commander of Hollywood Post #92; 
past Exalted Ruler of Hollywood Lodge #1732, B.P.O.E., 
former chairman of the Board of Trustees, and vice 
president of the Florida State Elks Association, Inc, He 
has been a Mason since June of 1918, a member of Bir- 
mingham Temple Lodge, F. and A.M., the Scottish Rite 
bodies to the 32nd degree, and Birmingham Consistory. 

Mr. Hood married Alice Moder of New York City, 
daughter of Thomas Moder and Mary (Lucas) Moder. 
Mrs. Hood’s parents died when she was seven years of 
age. 


COLONEL JOSEPH W. WATSON 


Serving as City Manager of Hollywood since 1952, 
Colonel Joseph W. Watson came to Hollywood in 1947 
following twenty-one years service in the United States 
Army. 

He was born in Churchville, Bucks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, October 13, 1904, son of Emmor E, Watson, who 
died in 1937, and Jennie C. (Buckman) Watson who 
died in 1918, both members of pioneer families of Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. Joseph Watson graduated from 
Northeast High School, Philadelphia, in 1922 and from 
the Drexel Institute of Technology in 1926 with a de- 
gree in Electrical Engineering. 

Immediately following his graduation from tech- 
nology school he enlisted in the United States Army 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Field Artillery as a Second Lieutenant and was at- 
tached to the General Staff, serving also as Troop Com- 
mander. When the United States entered World War 
Il, Lieutenant Watson had risen to the rank of Major. 
He served in the Pacific theater of that war and was 
made a Colonel at its close in 1945. In 1947 he was hon- 
orably discharged from the Army as a disabled veteran. 

Coming to Hollywood, Florida, in July 1947, Colonel 
Watson took an active interest in the civic and social 
life of that community, In 1950 he was appointed a 
Justice of the Peace by Governor Fuller Warren and 
served until 1952, when he was appointed City Manager 
of Hollywood. 

He is 1960 president of the Florida City Managers 
Association and a member of the International Associa- 
tion of City Managers; a director of the Home Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Hollywood; a member 
of the Hollywood Rotary Club, the Engineers Club, the 
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and Dis- 
abled American Veterans, and of the Episcopal Church. 
Active in Freemasonry, he is a member of Hollywood 
F. & A.M. Lodge #209, the 32nd degree and all Scottish 
Rite bodies, and Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami. Hunting 
is his favorite sport. 

At Fayetteville, North Carolina, on April 8, 1944, 
Colonel Watson married Mildred Wellons, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Wellons of Fayetteville. 


WILLIAM GEORGE ZINKIL, SR. 


Now in his second term as Mayor of Hollywood, Wil- 
liam George Zinkil, Sr. is a member of the Zinkil Roof- 
ing Company, which was established in Hollywood by 
his father in 1926 and is still doing business, its other 
members being Charles Arthur Zinkil, the father, now 
semi-retired, and Harry R, Zinkil, a brother of the 
Mayor. ‘ 

William G. Zinkil was born April 14, 1919, in Chicago. 
where his parents also were born; his father on April 
15, 1892, his mother (Marguerite Anna McCarthy) on 
September 14, 1892. The family moved to Hollywood, 
Florida, in 1925, arriving on January 10th. 

William George Zinkil graduated from South Brow- 
ard High School in 1937 and for the next four years was 
employed by Arcade Cleaners, first as routeman, work- 
ing up to plant manager. While working at Arcade 
Cleaners in 1938-39, he managed a bowling alley in the 
evenings. From 1941 to 1943 he was with the Cayuga 
Engineering Company in the Caribbean in connection 
with United States Government engineering work, En- 
tering the Army in 1943, he was with the Infantrv at 
Fort McClellan, Alabama, Camp Blanding and Fort 
Meade. Maryland, and with the Corps of Engineers in 
the 104th or Timberwolf Division overseas in Europve 
and at Camp San Luis Obispo, California. While in the 
Army in California he attended California Institute of 
Technology. 

After the war Mr. Zinkil became a partner with his 
father and brother in the roofing business, He was first 
elected Mayor of Hollywood in 1955 and served two 
years, to April 1957, For the next two years he was a 
City Commissioner. In 1959 the city charter was 


changed, allowing a separate election of the mayor, and: 


Mr. Zinkil was again elected to serve two years, 

He is a past president and director of the County 
League of Municipalities, now director of the Florida 
League of Municipalities, For twenty-nine years he 
served the Boy Scouts of America, holding many offices 
in that organization, and is now a commissioner. He 


belongs to the Loyal Order of Moose, the Elks, the 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
Knights of Columbus, the Holy Name Society, and the 
Church of the Little Flower, Hollywood. 

On April 11, 1940, in Hollywood, he married Carolyn 
Faye Fischer, who was born in Seymour, Indiana, Au- 
gust 21, 1919, daughter of Henry Graham Fischer (born 
in Charlestown, Indiana, August 27, 1888) and Marion 
Marie Carnine (born in Indianapolis, Indiana, October 
21, 1893). Mr. and Mrs. William G, Zinkil are the 
parents of three sons: 

1. William G. Jr., born August 3, 1941, graduated 
from South Broward High School, attended the Uni- 
versity of Tampa and is now a student at Florida State 
University, where he is majoring in Business Adminis- 
tration and Political Science. 

2. James Edward, born June 7, 1944, now a student 
at South Broward High School in the class of 1962. 

3. Charles Arthur, born March 22, 1948, now a student 
at MeNicol Junior High School, 


HARRY B. WADLINGTON 


The present occupation of Harry B, Wadlington, Fu- 
neral Director of Hollywood, is a second career for 
him, begun after his return from World War II. From 
1923 to 1937 he was in the tobacco and warehouse busi- 
ness at Hopkinsville, Kentucky, and from 1937 to 1941 
was with the Tobacco Division of the United States De- 
partment of Commerce at Washington, D.C. 

Born in Trigg County near Cadiz, Kentucky, June 23, 
1903, he is a son of Claude R, and Frances (Washington) 
Wadlington. His father, who died in 1946, was a tobacco 
grower and warehouse owner. His mother lives with 
him in Hollywood. He was educated through the eighth 
grade at Hopkinsville, Kentucky, and graduated from 
Kentucky Military Institute at Lindon, Kentucky. 

From the Department of Commerce in Washington 
he entered the United States Army in 1941 and served 
for the duration of the war, discharged as a Captain 
in the Ordnance Department. 

After his return from military service he attended 
Eckles College of Mortuary Science, Philadelphia, for 
one year and spent the next four years as an apprentice 
in the funeral profession in Florida. In October 1951 he 
established the Wadlington Funeral Home in Hollywood 
and now has a second Home in West Hollywood. He is 
a member of the Board of Directors and a past presi- 
dent (1959-60) of the Florida Funeral Directors Asso- 
ciation, a member of the National Funeral Directors 
Association, and a member of the State Board of Florida 
Funeral Directors. 

Prominent in civic affairs, Mr. Wadlington is vice 
president of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce for 
1960 and a member of the West Hollywood and Hallan- 
dale Chambers of Commerce; a member of the Com- 
mittee of 100 and of the Southwest Civic Association 
of Hollywood; past president of the Kiwanis Club of 
Hollywood and of the Hollywood Kentucky Club; a 
member of American Legion Post #92, Disabled Amer- 
ican Veterans, the Italian-American League of Holly- 
wood, the F.O.E., Elks Lodge #1732, Moose Lodge #919 
(life member), F. and A.M. Lodge #209, Scottish Rite 
bodies to the 32nd degree, and Mahi Temple Shrine, 
Miami. He is a deacon of the First Baptist Church of 
Hollywood and a Kentucky Colonel, having been ap- 
pointed by Governor Albert (Happy) Chandler. Fish- 
ing and golf are his recreations. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


In Hopkinsville, Kentucky, on December 22, 1934, he 
married Margaret Eckles, niece of Alfred H. Eckles of 
Hopkinsville and a graduate of Bethel College for 
Women, Hopkinsville. Mrs. Wadlington has a sister in 
Hollywood, Mrs. John Newton Wall. 


OBIE JOHNSON 


A well-known Hollywood resident, Obie Johnson, 
who has been in the funeral profession for more than 
thirty years, seventeen years in Florida, opened his own 
establishment in Hollywood during this past year. 

He was born in Bessie, Oklahoma, April 21, 1905, son 
of William M. and Effie (Angwin) Johnson. His mother 
died in June 1930 and is buried in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama. His father, who died in October 1947, is buried 
in Ocala, Florida. He was a railroad engineer for about 
thirty-five years, and was a native of Missouri. 

Obie’s parents moved to Clinton, Oklahoma, and later 
to Enid, Oklahoma, where he attended grade and high 
school. After the father retired from the railroad the 
family moved to Bham, Alabama, and Obie went to 
work for the Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Com- 
pany in the electrical department. He studied electrical 
engineering in night school and worked his way up to 
electrical inspector in different plants. Later he worked 
with his uncle, John Angwin, in the funeral profession 
in Birmingham, Alabama, 

After numerous trips to Florida, he settled in Holly- 
wood in the early part of 1944 and became an assistant 
to funeral director J. B. Fannin. Subsequently he at- 
tended the California College of Mortuary Science, Los 
Angeles, graduating in 1947, and became a licensed 
embalmer and funeral director in the State of Florida, 
thereafter serving as Manager of the J. B. Fannin Fu- 
neral Home until February 1960, when he established 
the Obie Johnson Funeral Home in Hollywood. Assist- 
ing him is Mrs. Barbara Kirby, the only Florida licensed 
woman embalmer in Broward County. Mrs. Kirby re- 
ceived her degree in Mortuary Science at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota and is also a licensed funeral director. 


The Obie Johnson Funeral Home contains a chapel to 
seat 150 persons, three reposing rooms, reception room, 
preparation room, business office, accessory rooms and 
display room for funeral merchandise, The floors are 
covered with wall-to-wall carpeting and the rooms are 
completely air conditioned. The grounds are attractive- 
ly landscaped and include a paved parking area. Com- 
plete service and transportation is offered to all faiths 
and live organ music is rendered during the services. 

Mr. Johnson is a member of the Florida and National 
Funeral Directors Association, past director of the 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, a member of the 
West Hollywood and Hallandale Chambers of’ Com- 
merce, the Committee of 100, the Rotary Club, the Elks, 
Moose, Masonic Lodge and Mahi Temple Shrine, and is 
an officer in the First Presbyterian Church. 

On January 1, 1961, Mr. Johnson married Jewell M. 


Elliott, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. F, McNair of Holly- 


wood and Atlanta, Georgia, By a previous marriage 
Mrs. Johnson has two children, Larry F. and June C. 
Elliott. Larry is now attending the School of Dentistry 
of Emory University at Atlanta, Georgia, and June is 
attending Florida State University at Tallahassee, 
where she is majoring in music. Mrs. Johnson, who has 
been a resident of Hollywood since 1946, is an ac- 


complished musician and for a number of years con- 


ducted her own musical program over WSB, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


GERARD PAUL TARDIFF 


The Vice Mayor of the City of Hollywood, Gerard 
(Jerry) Paul Tardiff, has béen in the real estate and 
insurance business in Hollywood since settling there in 
1947, having previously been in a manufacturing busi- 
ness with his two brothers in Detroit, Michigan, He has 
been active in business and civic organizations since 
coming to Hollywood. 

Son of Michael and Arselia (LaCoste) Tardiff, he 
was born in St. Phillippe, Province of Quebec, Canada. 
His father was a native of Biddeford, Maine, who went 
to Montreal when he was married and remained there 
for several years, being associated in various enter- 
prises while there. In addition to farming, he manufac- 
tured cheeses and ran a shoe factory. The family later 
moved to River Rouge, near Detroit, Michigan, where 
Jerry graduated from Our Lady of Lourdes High School 
in the class of 1935 as valedictorian of his class. 

With his brothers, Roland and Rhael, he established 
Tardiff Brothers, whose business was the manufac- 
turing and packaging of laundry products—soaps, 
bleaches, detergents, etc. This partnership continued 
until 1946, when Jerry Tardiff came to Hollywood, 
Florida, to settle there. The following year he estab- 
lished his real estate and insurance business in Holly- 
wood. 

In 1957 he was elected a commissioner of the City of 
Hollywood. Two years later he was re-elected commis- 
sioner and at the same time named Vice Mayor of 
Hollywood. 

He is a member of the Chamber of Commerce and 
the Committee of 100, a charter member of Hollywood 
Kiwanis Club, a director of the Apartment and Hotel 
Association, a past vice president of the Hollywood 
Board of Realtors (1955), and member of the Florida 
and National Boards of Realtors. 

He is also a member of the Loyal Order of Moose, 
Hollywood Council #3080 of the Knights of Columbus, 
and the Holy Name Society of the Church of the Little 
Flower, of which he is treasurer. Boating and water 
skiing are his favorite recreations. 

Gerard Paul Tardiff was married at River Rouge, 
Michigan, on December 2, 1939, to Dorothy M. Kelly, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Kelly, a native of 
London, Ontario, who graduated from Our Lady of 
Lourdes High School at River Rouge in the same class 
with Mr, Tardiff. They have four children, all born in 
River Rouge. 

1. Geraldine Ann, born December 3, 1940, graduated 
from Central Catholic High School, Fort Lauderdale, 
in 1958 and from Holy Cross School of Nursing, South 
Bend, Indiana, in 1960. 

2. Roland Joseph Tardiff, born December 4, 1941, 
graduated from Central Catholic High School, Fort 
Lauderdale, in 1959 and is now a law student at the 
University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio. 

3. Mary Louise, born May 13, 1943, graduated from 
the Little Flower Elementary School, Hollywood, and is 
now Sister Corona of the Sisters of St. Dominic at 
Adrian, Michigan. 

4, Robert Paul Tardiff, born December 11, 1945, is 
now a student at Chaminade High School in Holly- 
wood, 
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THE, BFAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


JUDGE QUENTIN V. LONG 


A member of a pioneer family of Florida, Quentin 
V. Long of Hallandale, senior member of the law firm 
of Long, Brady and Barone, has been carrying on a 
general practice of law in Broward County since 1951 
and has served in several public offices since then. 

Born in Okeechobee, Florida, August 20, 1918, he is a 
son of John Milton Long, who died August 14, 1954, and 
Viola (Anderson) Long. His father was a railroad man. 
For about fifty years prior to his retirement he worked 
for the Florida East Coast, the Seaboard Air Line and 
the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad in the Maintenance 
Division. 

Quentin Long graduated from Miami Edison High 
School in 1936, and for the next six years was em- 
ployed by the First National Bank of Miami and Gen- 
eral Motors Acceptance Corporation. In March 1942 he 
enlisted in the United States Navy and served for the 
duration of World War II, discharged in October 1945 
as Petty Officer first class. 

Following his return from the Navy, Mr. Long en- 
tered the University of Florida and graduated from the 
Law School there in February 1949 with a Bachelor of 
Laws degree. Admitted to the Florida bar, he opened 
his practice in Hallandale. From 1949 to 1951 he served 
as Attorney for the State Road Department of Florida; 
from 1952 to 1953 as Municipal Judge of Hallandale; 
from 1953 to 1954 as Assistant County Solicitor for 
Broward County, He was City Attorney for Hallandale 
from 1953 to 1956 and Assistant State Attorney, 1955 to 
1959. 

Judge Long was one of the organizers and one of the 
criginal directors of the Bank of Hallandale. He is a 
member of the American Bar Association, the Florida 
Bar, the Broward County Bar Association and the 
Hollywood Bar; past president of the Hallandale Ki- 
wanis Club (1954); a member of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, the American Legion, the Lutheran Church and 
Missouri Synod of Hollywood. Golf, fishing and hunting 
are his hobbies. 

He was married at Miami on June 15, 1940, to 
Dorothy Gastfield, daughter of Henry and Julia Gast- 
field of Chicago, Illinois. Mr, and Mrs. Long have a son, 
Randolph (Randy) Long, born September 2, 1944, at 
Miami, now a student at South Broward High School 
where he is on the baseball and track teams and plays 
golf; and a daughter, Debra Louise Long, born August 
9, 1954. 


KENNETH SCOTT TONEY 


Real estate developing on a large scale is the ac- 
complishment of Kenneth Scott Toney of Pompano 
Beach and Fort Lauderdale, who in a ten-year period 
has “fathered” six such projects, including an indus- 
trial center in Fort Lauderdale, a huge development 
on the outskirts of St. Augustine which is still in the 
early stages, and an estate on the Isle of Pines, Cuba. 

Mr. Toney has an interesting background. He comes 
from Tennessee, where his grandfather, John Frank 
Toney, was a Colonel on Governor Taylor’s staff. His 
father was once drafted to run for Governor of Ten- 
nessee but refused. At the time of his death (June 27, 
1935) he was County Judge of Unicoi County, Ten- 
nessee. 

Erwin, Tennessee, was the birthplace of both Ken- 
neth Scott Toney and his father, William Clifton Toney, 
who was born May 27, 1882. His mother, Christine 


Everett Scott, was born in Johnson City, Tennessee, 
March 15, 1883. Kenneth was born January 3, 1913. He 
started his elementary education in the public school 
at Umatilla, Florida, and completed his elementary and 
high school education back in his home town of Erwin, 
Tennessee. 


On completing high school, he went to work for the 
East Tennessee Light and Power Company at Bristol, 
Tennessee. Coming to West Palm Beach, Florida, in 
1937, he went to work for Florida Power and Light 
Company. Immediately after Pearl Harbor, he enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy and served in the South Pacific. Dis- 
charged from the Navy in Boston in 1945, he came to 
Fort Lauderdale and started business in the construc- 
tion field with George T. Porter. In 1947 he began his 
own contracting business under the name, K. S. Toney, 
General Contractor. 

Mr. Toney started his first land development projects 
in 1949 with Hillbrook and Curva Del Rio, both in 
Wilton Manors near Fort Lauderdale. With Joseph L. 
Schmitt, he developed the 66-acre North Andrews In- 
dustrial and Commercial Center in Fort Lauderdale. 
Chapel Hill, a subdivision in Boynton, was another of 
his projects, and on the Isle of Pines in Cuba, Cayo 
Bonita. These last named subdivisions and the St. 
Augustine project were all developed within the as- 
sociaiion of Michael Messina. 

The St. Augustine project called for the formation 
of a separate company—St. Augustine Heights Devel- 
opment Company. Located one-and-a-half miles south- 
west of St. Augustine on a 30-foot elevation of land, 
the entire area comprises 2400 acres, 500 acres of which 
are being divided into five-acre tracts, each of which 
may be subdivided by the buyer into 18 large lots. 
The remaining 1900 acres will be developed in ap- 
proximately one-acre estate lots of a luxury subdivi- 
sion. Land on Moultrie Creek, which adjoins the Inland 
Waterway, will be reserved for park and school sites, 
dock facilities, and a golf course. The company is now 
building houses on 309 lots, reserving 25 acres front- 
ing on Hastings Road. State Road 207 borders the 
northwest side of the property; U.S, 1 is to the east. 
The company gave a two-and-a-half mile right of way 
to the property, to be used as a state road linking 207 
to U.S. 1. A marker has been erected by the Historical 
Society of St. Augustine near Moultrie Creek on this 
property, and Kings Road crosses a part of it. This 
road was used by the Spanish in early days to travel 
back and forth across the state. On this land Osceola 
met with General Moultrie to form a peace treaty, and 
it later became the scene of Osceola’s betrayal, when 
he was captured and taken to South Carolina. The 
property was purchased by Mr. Toney from the Mi- 
zells, an old pioneer family of Florida. 

Mr. Toney is a member of the National Association 
of Home Builders and the National Association of Real 
Estate Boards. As a veteran he is a member of the 
American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Fort Lauderdale posts. He was first chairman of the 
Official Board of the First Christian Church of Fort 
Lauderdale. 

His marriage to Josephine Barkley Sutherland took 
place in Fort Lauderdale on May 8, 1947. She was 
born in West Palm Beach November 19, 1923, daugh- 
ter of Edward Barkley and Mary (Copeland) Suther- 
land. Her father was born in Carlsbad, New Mexico, 
December 2, 1896; her mother in Artesian, South Da- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


kota, November 13, 1902. The Toneys have five chil- 
dren, all born in Fort Lauderdale. They are: 

1. Tanis Elaine, born September 20, 1948. 

2. Patricia Kathleen, born August 20, 1949. 

3. Kenneth Scott, Jr., born December 18, 1950. 

4. Karen Christine, born January 17, 1958. 

5. Joann Michelle, born July 29, 1959. 


JUDGE GEORGE WALTER TEDDER, SR. 


After serving in the field of education for 22 years, 
George Walter Tedder, Sr., entered the legal profession 
and has been practicing law since 1922, the greater 
part of that time in Fort Lauderdale. Now retired, he 


_ has completed three decades as Circuit Judge of the 


22nd Judicial Circuit. 

Judge Tedder is a native of Madison County, Florida, 
as was also his mother. He was born January 27, 1880, 
son of Flora Jane (Campbell) and George Henry Ted- 
der. His father was born in Brooks County, Georgia, 
November 24, 1850. With his parents he came to Florida 
in 1866 and settled in Asheville, Jefferson County. He 
was one of ten children. The family stayed in Ashe- 
ville about two years, then moved to Madison County 
where they bought land and farmed. In 1905 George 
Henry Tedder moved his family to the town of Madison 
and lived there until his death in 1910. For the last 
four years of his life he was Supervisor of Registration 
in Madison County. Flora Jane Campbell, born in 
Madison County in March of 1851, was also one of ten 
children and the youngest of her family. She died in 
1908. 

George Walter Tedder, Sr., attended public school in 
Madison County and had two years at Georgia Normal 
College and Business Institute at Abbeyville, Georgia. 
From 1898 to 1903 he taught in county schools. In 1903 
he became assistant principal at Madison High School 
and in 1904 was elected Superintendent of Schools in 
Madison County and held that office for 16 years. Dur- 
ing that period of time he was president of the Florida 
Education Association in 1917. 

Mr. Tedder’s connection with the legal profession 
began in 1920 when he was elected County Judge, an 
office to which he was re-elected in 1924. Meanwhile, 
he studied law, was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1922, 
and practiced law in Madison until 1925. In September, 
1925, he resigned from his post as County Judge in 
Madison and moved to Fort Lauderdale, continuing 
his law practice there since then. His appointment as 
ee Judge of the 22nd Judicial Circuit came June 

, 1929. 


Judge Tedder is a member of the Broward County 
Bar Association, the Florida Bar, and the American 
Bar Association. A charter member and first president 
of the Madison Kiwanis Club, he is now a member 
of Fort Lauderdale Kiwanis Club, a Woodman of the 
World, an Elk of Fort Lauderdale Lodge, and a Mason 
of Doric Lodge in Fort Lauderdale. He has been a 
Mason for 57 years, first as a member of Madison Lodge 
#11, which he joined in 1903. At Park Temple Meth- 
odist Church in Fort Lauderdale he has held many 
offices and formerly attended all the church confer- 
ences. 

On May 23, 1906, at Lynchburg, South Carolina, 
George Walter Tedder married Ada Belser McLeod, 
daughter of Martha Belser and DeLorne O’Neil Mc- 


‘Leod, both natives of Sumter County, South Carolina, 


where Ada was born on May 16, 1882. Two children 


were born to George and Ada Tedder in Madison, 
Florida: Flora DeLorne, on May 17, 1910; George Wal- 
ter, Jr.. on July 26, 1922. 


SENATOR GEORGE WALTER TEDDER, JR. 


Following his father in the legal profession, George 
W. Tedder, Jr., has been practicing law in Fort Lauder- 
dale since 1948, and is serving in the Florida State 
Senate, since 1958, to November, 1962. (The Florida Leg- 
islature takes office immediately following the general 
election.) He was selected by Governor Collins as one of 
three outstanding freshmen senators during the 1959 
session. Between the 1959 and 1961 sessions he has been 
serving on Interim Committees on Appropriations and 
Auditing, Mental Health, and Poultry. 

Born in Madison, Florida, July 26, 1922, he was three 
years old when his family moved to Fort Lauderdale. 
After graduating from Central Elementary School and 
Central High School in Fort Lauderdale, he attended 
the University of Florida and graduated with a Bach- 
elor of Arts degree in 1943. World War II being then 
in progress, he entered the United States Navy and 
served overseas in the Pacific and Mediterranean the- 
aters. He was discharged in 1946 with the rank of Lieu- 
tenant Junior Grade and is now a full lieutenant in the 
Naval Reserve. 

Returning to the University of Florida, he entered 
the Law School and graduated in 1948 with a Bachelor 
of Laws degree. He commenced his practice in the law 
firm of Berryhill and Leird, which became Berryhill, 
Leird and Tedder in 1951, when he was admitted to 
partnership, and he is still a member of this firm. 

Before being elected to the Senate Mr. Tedder served 
as Assistant City Attorney for Fort Lauderdale and as 
Chairman of the Democratic Executive Committee for 
Broward County. He is a member of the county, state, 
and national bar associations; of Phi Delta Phi legal 
fraternity and Phi Delta Theta social fraternity, a past 
president of the latter; a member of the Masonic Lodge, 
the Elks, Moose, Kiwanis Club, Fort Lauderdale Yacht 
Club, and Park Temple Methodist Church, in which he 
has served as Chairman of the Official Board. He is also 
a director of the Everglades Bank, a former secretary 
of the board of directors of Fort Lauderdale Y.M.C.A., 
and a member of the faculty of the Naval Reservve 
Officers School at Fort Lauderdale. 

George W. Tedder, Jr., was married in Valdosta, 
Georgia, on September 24, 1950, to Susan Heald, who 
was born in Chicago, Illinois, October 27, 1930, daugh- 
ter of Maude (Robertson) and Merwyn Heald. Senator 
and Mrs. Tedder are the parents of three children, 
born in Fort Lauderdale: Katherine Susan on Febru- 
ary 2, 1956; George Walter, IIL, February 5, 1957; Mer- 
wyn Heald, born May 21, 1959, died November, 1961. 


ANDREW J. MUSSELMAN, JR. 


A prominent attorney from a long recognized an- 
cestry whose descendants are found up and down the 
Florida East Coast is Andrew J. Musselman, Jr. Now 
residing in Pompano Beach, Mr. Musselman is a de- 
voted citizen and an outstanding political figure in 
this area. s 

He was born in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on No- 
vember 8, 1926. His father, Andrew J. Musselman, 
born at Delphi, Indiana, on March 14, 1893, is now 
retired but formerly was a manufacturer. He was one 
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of the originators of the jalousie window and a foun- 
der of Florida Jalousies, the company in West Palm 
Beach that was among the first to make these win- 
dows. Mr. Musselman, Sr., served on the Broward 
County School Board for ten years and also served 
on the draft board in Fort Lauderdale during World 
War II. During World War I, he was in the Rainbow 
Division in Europe. At Fort Lauderdale he was a char- 
ter member of the William C. Morris Post of the 
American Legion. 


Margaret Grant, mother of Andrew J. Musseliier. 


Jr., was born in Hobe Sound, Florida, on August 11, 
1901. Her father, John H. Grant, came to Hobe Sound 
from England in 1895 as an engineer with the Indian 
River Association, an English company which devel- 
oped Hobe Sound and Jupiter Island in what is now 
Palm Beach County. Mr. Grant homesteaded lands 
now on Hobe Sound and served in a volunteer life 
saving service to rescue the shipwrecked, the fore- 
runner of today’s Coast Guard. John H. Grant married 
the daughter of Fred Cabot who had come to Hobe 
Sound as a contractor on a portion of the Florida East 
Coast Railway, upon which railroad he lost his life 
in an accident. 


Mr. Musselman’s paternal grandparents were Dave 
Musselman and Mary Wickard Musselman of Cam- 
den, Indiana, Dave Musselman being the founder of 
the Farmers State Bank at Camden, Indiana. 


Other notable relatives of Andrew J. Musselman, 
Jr., were a grand uncle, William Kyle, founder of the 
old Fort Lauderdale Bank & Trust Company, pre- 
decessor of the present Broward National Bank; Claude 
Wickard, former United States Secretary of Agricul- 
ture; and former State Senator and present Circuit 
Judge, Ted Cabot, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 


After graduating from a Fort Lauderdale high 
school, Andrew J. Musselman, Jr., attended the Uni- 
versity of Miami, the University of Nevada, and re- 
ceived his LL.B. degree from the University of Florida 
in June of 1950. 


Before his graduation from the University in 1950, 
Mr. Musselman had enlisted in the Navy during World 
War II, and served a two year term from 1944 to 1946. 
During this time he was stationed at Pearl Harbor. 


Two years later, on September 3, 1948, Andrew J. 
Musselman, Jr., married Anne Rice, born in Sterling, 
Illinois, March 29, 1927. Their marriage took place in 
Conneautville, Pennsylvania. Her parents are Jane 
Galt and Roy Rice, born December 7, 1901. 


After graduating from the University of Florida, Mr. 
Musselman came to Pompano Beach, Florida, and was 
associated with W. Marion Walton, Attorney, until 
1953, when the firm of Sullivan and Musselman was 
formed. Presently, the firm includes Edwin T. Wyckoff 
and Robert B. Cochran also. He started his legislative 
work in 1954 when he began a four year term in the 
State Legislature which terminated in November of 
1958. During this time, in 1956, he was appointed to 
serve on the Governor’s Nuclear Development Com- 
mission and did so for one year, after which time he 
was a member of the Committee of Managers on the 
impeachment proceedings before the Senate in 1957. 
He also served as a member of the Legislative Council, 
served on the Legislative Investigating Committee con- 
cerning racial problems, and in August of 1959 was ap- 
pointed Assistant State Attorney of the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit. 


Mr. Musselman is a member of the Florida Bar As- 
sociation, the Broward County Bar Association, and 
the North Broward County Bar Association. He is also 
a member of the Rotary, of which he was the director 
in 1959, and attends Saint Martin’s Episcopal Church, 
where he served on the vestry for four years. He holds 
memberships in the Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity and 
the Phi Delta Phi, a legal fraternity. 


Anne and Andrew Musselman have three children. 
They are: 

1. Gary Jack Musselman, born August 19, 1955. 

2. Brion Jack Musselman, born October 3, 1956. 


3. Melinda Lou Anne Musselman, born September 3, 
1959. 


GEORGE RHEA SLATON 


Owner of the Chevrolet Automobile Agency in Fort 
Lauderdale, George R. Slaton is a prominent and active 
citizen of this area. The interest he has shown in po- 
litical, social, and religious affiliations proves his en- 
thusiasm in sharing the responsibilites and decisions 
of his community. 

George Rhea Slaton was born November 20, 1912, 
in Madisonville, Kentucky, son of Benjamin Marcus 
Slaton and Martha Clinton, both born in Hopkins 
County, Kentucky. Before his death Benjamin Slaton 
was an undertaker who retired in 1924 and moved to 
Florida. His wife, Martha Clinton Slaton, is deceased 
now also. 

George Slaton received his elementary education in 
Madisonville, Kentucky, up until the fifth grade. His 
remaining education was obtained at Fort Lauderdale, 
where he completed high school. 

After leaving high school in 1933 George Slaton 
worked in a drug store in Fort Lauderdale until 1935, 
when he obtained a position with Brack Cantrell Mo- 
tors selling automobiles from 1935 to 1936. In 1937 a 
new position with Sawyer Motor Company in Fort 
Lauderdale was held by Mr. Slaton until 1938. In 1939 
he started working for Davock Chevrolet Agency, 
located in Fort Lauderdale, which he bought in 1948 
and has owned ever since. 

George Slaton is now a member of the Florida Auto 
Dealers’ Association and the National Auto Dealers’ 
Association. He is a director, in the American National 
Bank and a past director of the Chamber of Commerce 
in which he presently holds membership. From 1944 
to 1945 he held the office of City Commissioner and 
was Chairman of Broward County Drainage District 
from 1947 to 1948. He is an active member of the Ki- 
wanis and Elks Clubs and is a past commodore of the 
Yacht Club. He is also a member of the Fort Lauder- 
dale Golf Club. Mr. Slaton is affiliated with the First 
Presbyterian Church of Fort Lauderdale, where he 
served on the Board of Deacons for about twelve years. 

On July 12, 1936, George Slaton married Minta Baird, 
born in Ellis, Kansas, June 4, 1911. She is the daughter 
of Grace Oliver and Samuel Edward Baird, both born 
in Kansas, also. 

George Rhea Slaton, Jr. was born July 17, 1941, and 
is now associated with his father in his automobile 
agency. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


GEORGE LANDRUM BLOUNT, SR. 


One of the mainstays in the early history of Pom- 
pano was George Landrum Blount, Sr., who came there 
in 1906, and in 1908 was the first Town Clerk. 

In the 1890’s Miss Helen M. Prescott of Atlanta, 
Georgia, made a trip to England to trace the ancestry 
of the Blount families in the United States, and gave 
a copy of her chart of the family tree to George Adams 
Blount in 1893. The family traces its descent from Dan- 
ish kings through the Count of Guisnes whose sons, 
William and Robert, accompanied William the Con- 
queror to England in 1066. Robert A. LeBlount, who 
was an officer in the Navy of William the Conqueror, 
established the English line of the family. In lineal 
descent was Sir Walter Blount of Dorcestershire, Eng- 
land, whose son, Thomas, emigrated to the colony of 
North Carolina. 

George Landrum Blount’s great-grandfather, George 
Matthias Blount, was born in Georgia December 5, 
1776, and died in Savannah May 7, 1835. He was a cap- 
tain in the United States Navy, and was awarded a 
body of land by the State Legislature of Georgia for 
valiant services during the War of 1812. He married 
Jane Eve Lucenia (born September 28, 1801) on Jan- 
uary 12, 1817, at St. Mary’s, Georgia. Their only child, 
George Lucenia Blount, was born September 24, 1819. 
He married Annie Richey Gale (born July 27, 1827, 
died July 13, 1848) on October 26, 1845, at Savannah, 
Georgia. She also was an only child, and their son, 
George Adams Blount, was an only child. 

George Adams Blount was born at Savannah, Geor- 
gia, September 25, 1846, and died at Pompano, Florida, 
October 11, 1925. In March of 1862, when he was fifteen 
and a half years old, he enlisted in the Confederate 
Army, Company F, 54th Georgia Regiment. The fol- 
lowing fall his father secured his release with a writ 
of habeas corpus, because he was under military age. 
He enlisted again on April 16, 1864, in a company that 
became a part of the 6th Georgia Reserves and was 
one of the three companies that formed the rear guard 
of Hardee’s army when Savannah was evacuated. His 
command then became a part of the army of General 
Joseph E. Johnston in the Carolinas, and his regiment 
was consolidated with the lst Georgia Regulars. Placed 
in Company A, he was with the command when Gen- 
eral Johnston surrendered on April 26, 1865, and was 
paroled. On May 3rd he broke camp and walked all 
but nine miles of the way from Greensboro, North 
Carolina, to Augusta, Georgia, arriving home in Sa- 
vannah May 23, 1865. 

George Adams Blount became interested in the min- 
istry, and on the third Sunday in March, 1874, at Bethel 
Church, Chatham County, Georgia, was ordained to 
the full work of the Gospel by authority of the Sa- 
vannah Baptist Church, having been a licentiate of that 
church for several years previously. For more than 
fifty years he served churches in Georgia and Florida. 
He married Emma Pearce Ingram, who was born in 
Torbay, England, and died at Lambert, Georgia, March 
26, 1917. Both were buried in Laurel Grove, Savannah, 
Georgia. 

Their son, George Landrum Blount, was born in 


Effingham County, Georgia, December 14, 1879, and | 


was educated in the public schools of Georgia and at 
Blackshear Institute, Blackshear, Georgia. He taught 
school for several terms and then came to Starke, 
Florida, where he remained two years, running a com- 
missary and working in the turpentine business. He 


came to Pompano in 1905 and started farming, with 
five acres of muck on the east side and seven acres 
of marl on the prairie. From then on he purchased ad- 
ditional lands and continued to raise beans and pep- 
pers until he retired in 1946. 

As already stated, he was the first Town Clerk of 
Pompano, in 1908, and was a City Councilman for 
many years. He was County Commissioner in October 
1915, when Broward County was formed from Dade 
and Palm Beach counties. He also served in the State 
Legislature in 1929 as a Representative from Broward 
County. For more than thirty years he was a trustee 
of the Baptist Church, and was a Mason of Doric 
Lodge, Fort Lauderdale, and Lodge #263 of Pompano 
Beach. In recent years he was a partner with his son 
in Blount Properties, Inc. 

At Bradenton, Florida, on June 30, 1914, George 
Landrum Blount married Mary Elizabeth Thomas, who 
was born at Pilot Point, Texas, October 4, 1884. Her 
father, Rufus T. Thomas, was born in Butler County, 
Alabama, in 1860; her mother, Susan S. Dowdell, in 
Chambers County, Alabama, in 1862. Mr. and Mrs. 
Blount had four children, all born in Pompano. They 
are: 

1. George Landrum, Jr., born July 21, 1915. 

2. Martha E., born February 22, 1917. 

3. Bruce Barnett, born December 9, 1918. 

4, Eunice Elizabeth, born March 27, 1922. 

George, Jr.’s story is told in an accompanying sketch. 

Martha married B. Harrison James, Jr., on June 30, 
1940. They have two sons: B. Harry James, III, born 
August 24, 1943, and George Blount James, born Oc- 
tober 5, 1946. 

Bruce married Lois Nell Hyde on March 23, 1947. 
Their children are: Diane, born November 25, 1950; 
Allan Bruce, born September 18, 1954; Stephen Thom- 
as, born April 25, 1957. 

Eunice married Clarence Ralph Twitty on November 
4, 1945, They have two girls: Carol Lynne, born June 
10, 1947; Patricia Grace, born December 9, 1949. 

George Landrum Blount, Sr., died October 29, 1959, 
and was buried in Pompano Beach Cemetery. 


GEORGE LANDRUM BLOUNT, JR. 


Son of a pioneer of Pompano, George Landrum 
Blount, Jr., now in the apartment house rental busi- 
ness, farmed in Pompano for twenty-eight years and 
raised cattle for fifteen years; and he is still in his 
prime. 

He was born in Pompano July 21, 1915, son of George 
Landrum, Sr. and Mary Elizabeth Thomas Blount 
(whose sketch precedes) and graduated from Pompano 
High School in 1935. There has been a Blount in that 
school since 1922. He began farming for himself when 
he was thirteen years old, starting with a quarter acre 
in peppers, and increased his farming area several 
acres at a time. His cattle operation was started in 
1939 and continued until 1955, when he sold his cattle. 
He had his herd, which included Brahmans, on a 1700- 
acre ranch on the edge of the Everglades west of 
Deerfield. 

Mr. Blount served on the City Council of Pompano 
in 1943-44. He has been a deacon of the Pompano 
Baptist Church for nine years and has held all but 
two of the church offices. Mrs. Blount also has held 
many offices and is now president of the Missionary 
Society. She is the former Mary Ellen Routh, born in 
Jacksonville January 5, 1916, daughter of Charles H. 
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Routh, who was born in Tampa, and Laura Churchill 
Lyons Routh, a native of Valdosta, Georgia, who moved 
with her family as a child to Pompano, Florida, in 


- 1898. Mr. and Mrs. Blount were married June 30, 1935, 


at the Allapattah Baptist Church, Miami, Florida. They 
are the parents of the following four children, born 
in Pompano: 

1, Margaret Elizabeth, born October 31, 1936. 

2. Frances Irene, born March 7, 1940. 

3. Marion Louise, and 

4. Robert Lloyd, twins, born March 27, 1943. 

Margaret married Robert Frederick Janulet on Jan- 
uary 5, 1957. They have two children: Lynn Elizabeth, 
born November 6, 1957, and Rebecca Diane, born May 
a, 1959. 

Frances Irene married Kenneth E. White on De- 
cember 12, 1959. 


ANTHONY DREXEL DUKE 


Among the prominent winter residents of Florida’s 
East Coast is Anthony Drexel Duke, a member of one 
of this country’s wealthiest and most noteworthy fam- 
ilies—a family that has produced two United States 
ambassadors and a founder of a university, and which 
is still carrying on philanthropic projects at home and 
abroad. But the subject of this sketch rates a write-up 
in this book not merely as a Who’s Who winter resident 
but as a Florida business man, for he and two partners 
conduct a real estate business on the East Coast, buy- 
ing and selling blue-chip oceanfront property around 
Boca Raton and Pompano Beach, where they own 
about 600 acres. 

Anthony Drexel Duke was born in New York City 
July 28, 1918, son of Angier Buchanan Duke of Dur- 
ham, North Carolina, and Cordelia Drexel Biddle of 
the well known Philadelphia family. Born ‘in the City 
of Brotherly Love on April 10, 1896, Cordelia Drexel 
Biddle, now Mrs. Thomas Markoe Robertson, is a 
daughter of the late Colonel Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, 
the subject of her book, “My Philadelphia Father,” 
which became a best-seller and has been produced on 
‘Broadway under the title “The Happiest Millionaire.” 
Angier Buchanan Duke, son of Benjamin N. Duke, was 


an investment broker and executive of several tobacco 


companies. He died of a drowning accident in 1923. 

Tony Duke graduated as president of his class from 
St. Paul’s School in Concord, New Hampshire, in 1937 
and from Princeton University, where he studied So- 
ciology, in 1941. He received the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Humane Letters from Adelphia College in 
1959. 


After graduating from Princeton, he was Credit 
Manager for the Colonial Trust Company, New York 
City, until he entered the United States Navy in the 
fall of 1941. He was a naval attache in Buenos Aires 
before this country entered the war and later served 
in both the European and Pacific theatres of war—as 
Commander of LST 530 at Normandy, in the Philip- 


pines, and at Okinawa during the Japanese occupation 


' 


—and was awarded the Bronze Star and campaign 
ribbons with three battle stars. 


After the war, from 1946 to 1950, he was president 
_ of Duke International Corporation, an import and ex- 


port company in New York City. For the next six 


years he was a director of the United States Bobbin 
and Shuttle Company of New York City and Lawrence, 
Massachusetts; and from 1956 to the present time he 
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has been president of Anthony Drexel Duke Realty, 
Inc. with an office at Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

In the summer of 1937, following his graduation from 
St. Paul’s School in Concord, New Hampshire, An- 
thony Drexel Duke became a counselor at a New 
Hampshire camp for underprivileged children. In re- 
turning some of the children to their New York homes, 
he saw slums for the first time. The experience was a 
shock to him and left him feeling that two weeks in 
a summer camp was of little use to boys who must 
spend the remaining fifty weeks of the year in sin- 
ridden slums to qualify for that privilege. Wishing to 
do something about it, he took four boys from the 
New Hampshire camp and four others from Children’s 
Court in New York and made them the nucleus of 
Boys Harbor, a sociological expetiment that New York 
City officials credit with saving more than 1500 youths 
from the perils of tenement district environment. 

Located on a 130-acre wooded tract at Three Mile 
Harbor, East Hampton, Long Island, Boys Harbor is 
a summer camp that accommodates 85 to 100 boys be- 
tween the ages of eight and sixteen, white and col- 
ored, who are recommended by juvenile courts, 
churches and welfare organizations. Both the campers 
and their counselors are hand picked. Mr. Duke him- 
self inspects each boy’s background and needs. Tragic 
tales of broken homes, poverty and criminal environ- 
ment are to be found in most of the camper’s files, 
and each one is treated by Mr. Duke as a personal 
challenge. 


Probably what makes his program work is his gen- 
uine love for and interest in the boys. He works with 
them, plays with them, eats with them and prays with 
them, often driving a busload of them to church him- 
self. Occasionally, of course, he has to discipline one 
of them, but this comes only on the recommendation of 
a special court of the campers themselves, and being 
“sent to Mr. Duke” generally gives the culprit a better 
understanding of himself and of the society in which 
he lives. Duke’s seemingly instinctive knowledge of 
the emotional problems facing his campers, many of 
whom are experiencing real love and understanding 
for the first time, is the envy of many professional 
teachers. 


Camp routine is occasionally interrupted by an in- 
vitation for a group to accompany Mr. Duke on a 
fishing or blueberrying expedition. He in turn is wel- 
comed to evening camp fires, scavenger hunts and 
discussions. Trips to the nearby Army Base and recre- 
ation areas are as much a part of camp life as the 
morning chores, craft work, swimming and _ boating 
lessons and ball games. All of this activity is designed 
to develop the high standards of every-day ethics 
which it is hoped will combat any potential wayward- 
ness which the campers’ home environment might 
foster. In an effort to see that the teachings of these 
summer weeks at Boys Harbor are not wasted, there 
is a follow-up program carried on through the camp- 
ers’ schools and churches. An occasional week-end at 
Boys Harbor during the school season is also provided. 

The rehabilitation “batting average” of this program 
is 98%. Mr. Duke could brag about some of his “grad- 
uates” who are very successful, some of them officials 
in pretty big corporations. 

Funds for running Boys Harbor and for the winter 
follow-up program are provided by Mr. Duke and his 
brother. The camp has seventeen paid assistants. John 
McGinn, director of recreation for the Hewlett-Wood- 
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side schools, and his wife, Joyce, serve as directors of 
Boys Harbor. In 1956 for the first time an East Hampton 
Advisory Committee staged two clothing drives to 
outfit the campers and put on a fashion show at Boys 
Harbor to raise funds. 

Since 1955 there has been an annual Mayor’s Day 
at the camp in late August, when the mayor of New 
York and a group of city officials, as well as local 
residents who have helped with the work of Boys 
Harbor, are invited by the boys to visit the camp. 

On August 17, 1957, the 20th anniversary of Boys 
Harbor was celebrated with a carnival, buffet lunch- 
eon, jazz concert, art exhibition and fashion show. 
Mayor and Mrs. Wagner and the New York City 
Youth Board were the guests of honor at the lunch- 
eon. The jazz concert was given by Rex Stewart, 
cornetist, and his South Bay Sextet. The fashion show 
was modeled by socially prominent volunteers, in- 
cluding Mr. Duke’s three little daughters, Cordelia, 
Josephine and December, as manikins. The exhibition 
of paintings by some of the boys was the result of a 
program begun that year by Harlan Jackson, East 
Hampton artist. And the carnival booths, food and 
beverage stands were run by the campers. Many of 
the guests came from hundreds of miles away, and 
some who could not attend sent congratulatory tele- 
grams. All proceeds went to the camp, and the after- 
noon affair contributed thousands of dollars to the 
fund. 

A pleasant surprise for Mr. Duke on this occasion 
was the presentation to him by the Alumni Association 
of Boys Harbor of a silver plaque which read in part: 
“To Anthony Drexel Duke—For 20 years of love, faith, 
hope, understanding and encouragement. For 20 years 
of Boys Harbor, God Bless You.” 

Shortly after this event a studio workshop was do- 
nated to Boys Harbor by Mr. and Mrs. Henry S. 
Thorne. Mrs. Robertson, the amazingly youthful mother 
of Tony Duke, has turned over to Boys Harbor the 
considerable proceeds of both her book and the play. 
Incidentally, her other son, Angier Biddle Duke, dis- 
likes the title of the play, considering it too flippant. 
“After all,’ he said, “President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
was a millionaire, too ... but he was something more. 
So was Grandfather Biddle.” 

Like his brother, Angier Biddle Duke is a serious 
minded millionaire, trying hard to make the world a 
better place. Through his International Rescue Com- 
mittee he helps the victims of tyranny. A former United 
States Ambassador to El Salvador, he is chairman of 
the American Immigration Committee, a board mem- 
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations and of the 
Foreign Service Association, and a member of Duke 
University Development Board. During World War 
II he was a Major in the United States Air Force, and 
his foreign awards include the National Order of Viet- 
nam and the Grand Cross of Merit of the Order of 
Malta. He has been cited in the Congressional Record 
for the development of Medico, a plan for American 
doctors to act as goodwill ambassadors of healing 
among people in countries surrounding the Iron Cur- 
tain. His uncle, Anthony Joseph Drexel Biddle, Jr., 
was Unitec’ States Ambassador to Poland when Hit- 
ler’s army overran that country. 

The Dukes, their wives and their mother are whole- 
heartedly dedicated to participation in village, city 
and world problems. Mrs. Robertson’s own pet project 
is the Hospitalized Veterans Service, and she spends 
many volunteer hours a week in the veterans’ wards 


of hospitals in New York and the surrounding area. 

During the summer the Duke clan congregates in 
Southampton, Long Island, at the Angier Biddle Duke 
estate, a plush place known as “The Duke Box.” A 
few hundred yards from Boys Harbor, Anthony Drexel 
Duke has a rambling ranch-style 14-room summer 
home which includes a wing of six bedrooms, consti- 
tuting a sort of dormitory for his six children. All the 
children of his first marriage, they are: 

1, Anthony, Jr., born in Buenos Aires January 27 
1942. 

2. Nicholas, born in New York City December 17 
1946. 

3. Cordelia Biddle, born in New York City January 
30, 1948. 

4. Josephine, born at Palm Beach, Florida, March 
23, 1949, 

5. Ellen December, born at Palm Beach December 
7, 1950. 

6. John, born at Palm Beach September 3, 1951. 

The present Mrs. Anthony Drexel Duke, who married 
Mr. Duke in New York City on September 12, 1957, 
is Diane Marie Douglas, born May 30, 1933, in New 
York City, New York, daughter of Barclay and Jane 
(Foster) Douglas. Mrs. Duke studied in Switzerland 
and among other arts learned how to cook for forty 
people and to do fine sewing, needlepoint, etc. She 
participated in the work of Boys Harbor before her 
marriage to Mr. Duke and continues to do so. Her 
husband credits her with being a “natural” in handling 
the youngsters. 


In addition to being president of Boys Harbor, Ine. 
of New York City and East Hampton, Long Island, 
Mr. Duke is a former member of the New York City 
Youth Board (1952-1957), a past commissioner of Bur- 
rough Projects of New York City, a director of Florida 
Growth Fund of Palm Beach, and is on the Board of 
Directors of the American National Bank, Fort Lau- 
derdale. He is a director and officer of Nassau Beach 
Properties, Ltd., a concern which is at present devel- 
oping some one thousand acres of property on the 
main island of New Providence. 

He is a member of the Ivy Club at Princeton Uni- 
versity, the Racquet and Tennis Club, Brook Club of 
New York, Piping Rock Club of Long Island, the 
Hillsboro Club of Pompano, Florida, and the Lauder- 
dale Athletic Club of Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He is 
a Republican in politics and an Episcopalian, a mem- 
ber of St. Luke’s Church at East Hampton, Long 
Island, and of St. Martin’s at Pompano, Florida. The 
family spends the winter at Pompano Beach, Florida. 


> 


’ 


JAMES DAVID CAMP, JR. 


Son of a prominent banker of Fort Lauderdale, 
James David Camp, Jr., is a young lawyer with the 
firm of McCune, Hiassen, Crum and Ferris who in 
1958 was selected as one of the ten outstanding young 
men of Fort Lauderdale. 

His father, James David Camp, Sr., was born near 
Atlanta, Georgia, November 30, 1896, and began his 
banking career in that city. He came to Fort Lauder- 
dale in 1925, and in 1928 helped to organize the Brow- 
ard National Bank, in which he served as president 
and director for many years and is now chairman of 
the board. In 1947 he was one of the leading founders 
of the Fort Lauderdale National Bank, in which he 
also served as president and director, and he is now 
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chairman of the board of that bank also. In addition, 
he is president of the Coral Ridge National Bank. In 
1956 he was appointed to the Board of Control of the 
State of Florida by Governor Collins. Mr. Camp, Sr., 
is an Elk, a Rotarian, a high ranking Mason and 
Shriner, and attends the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
He married Marguerite Byrne in Atlanta, Georgia, on 
April 27, 1920. She is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

James David Camp, Jr., was born in Fort Lauder- 
dale February 3, 1928. He received his early education 
at St. Anthony’s School and at Fort Lauderdale High 
School, where he was president of the senior class 
and a letter man in basketball. Going on to the Uni- 
versity of Florida, he graduated in 1949 with an A.B. 
degree and two years later received his Bachelor’s 
degree from the Law School. He was a member of the 
university’s debate society, a member of the staff of 
the Florida Alligator, student newspaper, and on the 
editorial staff of Law Review. During his junior year 
in college he was secretary of Phi Delta Theta fra- 
ternity and at this writing is president of the Broward 
County chapter of the Phi Delta Theta Alumni As- 
sociation; also a past vice-president of the University 
of Florida Alumni Association of Broward County. 
At the university he was a member of the Reserve 
Officers Training Corps, through which he won a com- 
mission in the Air Force. 

Following his graduation from law school, Mr. Camp 
returned to Fort Lauderdale and in July 1951 became 
associated with the firm of McCune, Hiaasen and 
Kelley, in which he became a partner in January 1954. 
He is a member of the Broward County Bar Associa- 
tion, the Florida Bar, the American Bar Association, 
and is on the Board of Governors of the Junior Bar 
Section of the Florida Bar. In connection with Junior 
Bar work, he has also served as state chairman of the 
Traffic Court Committee. : 

Mr. Camp became a director of Broward National 
Bank in 1955. In 1958 he was one of two co-chairmen 
for Senator Holland’s re-election campaign in Broward 
County. He is a past secretary and past member of the 
board of the Fort Lauderdale Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. While active in Jaycee work, he served as state 
chairman of the “Get Out the Vote” committee. He 
also served as chairman of the board of directors of 
the Broward County chapter of the American Heart 
Association, and is now serving on the Finance Com- 
mittee for the Girl Scouts of Broward County. He is a 
member of the Kiwanis Club, the Elks, the Lauderdale 
Yacht Club, St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, and is a 
Faithful Captain in the Knights of Columbus, Fourth 
Degree. 

On June 26, 1954, in Fort Lauderdale, James David 
Camp, Jr., married Suzanne Winterer, who was born 
in St. Louis, Missouri, February 10, 1933, daughter of 
Dorothy (Springnether) and Dr. Herbert O. Winterer, 
D.D.S. Dr. Winterer is a past president of the school 
board of the City of St. Louis. Mr. and Mrs. Camp 
have four children, all born in Fort Lauderdale: 

1. Dorothy Suzanne, born May 25, 1955. 

2. Marie Anne, born November 9, 1956. 

3. James David, III, born September 12, 1958. 

4. William Milton, born October 21, 1959. 


ROBERT BRUCE LOCHRIE 


A citrus grower in Broward County since 1933, Rob- 
ert Bruce Lochrie is the son of John Lochrie, an early 
developer of large groves in Broward and St. Lucie 


County and one of the founders of the Broward Na- 
tional Bank, of which his son is a director. He is also 
a director of the Fort Lauderdale National and the 
Coral Ridge National Bank, and has mining interests 
in Pennsylvania. 

Robert Bruce Lochrie was born in Windber, Pennsyl- 
vania, October 24, 1912. His father, John Lochrie, was 
born in Scotland in 1861 and died in 1937. His mother, 
Kathleen McNamara, a native of Ireland, was born in 
1882 and died in 1957. 

John Lochrie was the owner and operator of coal 
mines in Pennsylvania. He began spending his winters 
in Florida in 1919, and in 1923 bought property in Fort 
Lauderdale, There he was one of the founders of the 
Broward Bank and Trust Company, now the Broward 
National Bank, which was opened after the other banks 
closed in 1929. Becoming interested in citrus culture, 
he developed large groves in Davie, near Fort Lauder- 
dale, and also in St. Lucie County, and eventually 
owned 600 acres in each location. 

Robert Bruce Lochrie was educated through high 
school at Windber, Pennsylvania. In the fall of 1931 he 
started truck farming for himself, raising beans, pep- 
pers, squash, etc., on his present location in Broward 
County. He began planting groves in 1933, starting with 
50 acres, and increased his groves until at one time he 
had about 150 acres. At the same time he was acting as 
manager for his father’s groves. 

About 1940 R. B. Lochrie, O. L. Peacock and Stanley 
Kirby organized the Fort Pierce Cooperative. In 1948 
Mr. Lochrie sold his interest to Mr. Peacock. Since then 
he has been managing his groves, owning at the present 
time about 40 acres in St. Lucie County and 55 acres in 
Broward County. He is still connected with the coal 
mine in Pennsylvania as a lessor. ; 

Mr. Lochrie is a charter member of Florida Citrus 
Mutual and a member of Indian River Citrus League. 
He belongs to the Moose Club, the Lauderdale Yacht 
Club, and is a parishioner of St. Clement’s Church in 
Wilton Manor. 

He was married at Hagerstown, Maryland, to Mar- 
garet Sherlock, born January 30, 1912, daughter of 
Augustus Sherlock who was born at Broadtop, Penn- 
sylvania, and Ellen Brown of Gallitzin, Pennsylvania. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lochrie have three children: 1. Robert 
Bruce, born July 16, 1933, in Fort Lauderdale; 2. Sally 
Ann, born March 5, 1939, in Hollywood; 3. Mary Eliza- 
beth, born December 16, 1944, in Hollywood. 


NORBOURNE BARBOUR CHEANEY 


The president of Broward County Title Company has 
rounded out forty years in the abstract business in 
Fort Lauderdale. He is also Chairman of the Board of 
the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Broward County, which he helped to organize in De- 
cember 1933, with assets of $2,500. Today its assets 
amount to $115,000,000. In addition to the part he has 
played in the business and financial development of 
Fort Lauderdale, Mr. Cheaney has contributed to and 
participated in the civic life and growth of his com- 
munity. 

Born in St. Louis, Missouri, October 10, 1896, Nor- 
bourne Barbour Cheaney is a son of Philip B. Cheaney, 
a prominent attorney of East St. Louis, Illinois, who 
was born in Henderson, Kentucky, and died in 1922; 
and of Georgia Lee Allen, who was born in Tennessee 
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and died in 1924. He attended the Barrett Manual 
Training School in Hendersonville, Kentucky. 


Coming to Florida in 1914, he worked for Tampa 
Cigar Company and R. G. Dun and Company until July 
1916, when he went to Ocala and began his long career 
in the abstract business. During World War I he served 
in the United States Army, stationed at Jacksonville. 
After his release from the Army in 1919, he came to 
Fort Lauderdale and established himself in the abstract 
business there. From March 1920 to September 1921 he 
was secretary of the Broward County Abstract and 
Title Company, and since then has been president of the 
company, carrying it safely through the difficult period 
of state and national depression. 


In the early years of his career Mr. Cheaney studied 
law and was admitted to the Florida bar in July 1926. 
Although he has not practiced as a lawyer, he has 
found the knowledge of law very useful in his work. As 
one of Fort Lauderdale’s foremost citizens, he was 
elected Mayor in 1942 and served one year in that office. 
He has also served as Chairman of the Civil Service 
Board. 


In addition to being Chairman of the Board of the 
First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Broward County, Mr. Cheaney is a director of the 
Broward National Bank. He is a former president of the 
Florida Title Association, a former Rotarian, a member 
of the Lauderdale Yacht Club and of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


He was married in Tampa March 3, 1919, to Madeline 
Veda Carter, daughter of William H. and Minnie 
(Sandford) Carter, who was born in Gainesville, Flor- 
ida, October 3, 1898. Her mother was born at Floral 
City, Florida, and her grandmother, of the pioneer 
family of Sparkman, was born at Fort White, Florida, 
making Mr. Cheaney’s grandchildren fifth generation 
Floridians. Mrs. Cheaney’s mother died when she was 
three years old. The Cheaneys are the parents of three 
children: 1. Philip N., born in Miami June 20, 1920; 2. 
Jean C., born in Fort Lauderdale November 23, 1922; 3. 
Jack S., born in Fort Lauderdale August 11, 1924. 


CHESLEY VENABLE MORTON 


The most casual perusal of the record of Chesley 
Venable Morton, attorney of Fort Lauderdale, brings 
out the evidence that here is something out of the 
ordinary—a young man who seems to be more in- 
terested in the welfare of others than in his own ad- 
vancement; and one who, although he comes from an 
honorable lineage, has worked his way up and earned 
the respect of his fellow citizens. 

A native of Greenville, North Carolina, where he 
was born May 22, 1923, he is a son of Samuel Venable 
Morton, Jr. and Nell Pickerell Morton. His father was 


-born in Oxford, North Carolina; his mother in At- 


lanta, Georgia, The name Venable is an honorable one 
in the southern states, tracing its origin to Normandy, 
France, in the days of William the Conqueror, Origi- 
nally settling in Virginia, the Venables were promi- 
nent in Colonial America. A Samuel Venable was an 
officer in the Revolutionary Army from Virginia. An- 
other Samuel Venable, descendant of the first, donated 
a portion of Stone Mountain in Atlanta, Georgia, for 
a monument to the heroes of the Confederacy. The 
Morton family, too, is an old and honorable one. Their 
coat-of-arms hangs in Mr. Morton’s office. 


Chesley V. Morton was a senior student at Plain- 
field High School in Plainfield, New Jersey, when the 
Pearl Harbor attack precipitated the United States 
into World War II, He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
and served until September 18, 1945, taking part in 
action in the Pacific theater with a unit that received a 
Presidential Citation. é: ; 

From 1945 to 1948 Chesley Morton worked with the 
Aluminum Company of America at Gallwood, New 
Jersey, in the maintenance department and as Union 
Shop Steward. Coming to Florida in 1948, he worked 
his way through the University of Miami Law School, 
being employed by the Kendall Home at Kendall, 
Florida, where he was in charge of boys. He received 
his LL.B. degree from the University on February 3, 
1953. 

While attending law school, Morton was the first 
Attorney General of the University of Miami Student 
Association, and received a certificate from the Law 
School of Congress for exemplary leadership in this 
role. He also received the Dean’s Certificate of Merit 
for his work for underprivileged children. He was a 
member of the Dean’s Committee and chairman of the 
Kendall Kiddies Committee. 

Mr. Morton is a member of Delta Theta Phi frater- 
nity of the University of Miami, the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar, the Broward County Bar 
Association, the American Judicature Society, and has 
been accepted by the United States Supreme Court. 


He was a charter member and vice commander of 
the University of Miami Post of the American Legion 
and is a member of William C, Morris Post #36 of 
Fort Lauderdale, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #1966 
of Fort Lauderdale, and the Disabled American Vet- 
erans. 

Active in many fields of public service, Morton re- 
ceived the Achievement Award in 1954 for his out- 
standing service in the South Side Lions Club of 
Fort Lauderdale. He is a committeeman for Cub Scout 
Pack #110, Boy Scouts of America, and is their pub- 
licity chairman, He served as a Democratic committee- 
man for his precinct. He was chairman of the Official 
Board of the First Methodist Church of Fort Lauder- 
dale for two. terms. A graduate of the Dale Carnegie 
course, he received an award for Human Relations and 
as Best Speaker, and served as a graduate assistant, 
teaching Dale Carnegie courses. His hobbies are ani- 
mal raising and writing. He made “Who’s Who in 
Poetry” when he was eighteen years old. 

In his native city of Greenville, North Carolina, on 
March 5, 1945, Chesley Venable Morton married Anne 
Elizabeth Morton (no relation), a native of Raleigh, 
North Carolina, daughter of James Otis and Elsie Poole 
Morton. Mrs. Morton graduated from Greenville High 
School and attended East Carolina Teachers College. 
The Mortons have three children: 

1. Glenda Anne, born March 10, 1946, at Plainfield, 
New Jersey. 

2. Chesley V., Jr. (“Chuck”), born August 21, 1951, 
at Miami. 

. 3. Samuel Alan, born January 16, 1954, at Fort Lau- 
derdale. 

Glenda is a student at Rogers Junior High School, 
Fort Lauderdale. Chuck and Alan are attending the 
Croissant Park School. 
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FRANK STRANAHAN 


The first white man to establish a permanent home in 
Fort Lauderdale was Frank Stranahan, who opened a 
post office and trading post there in 1893. His subse- 
quent activities and benefactions in establishing the 
community earned for him the name of Founder of 
Fort Lauderdale. 

Born in Vienna, Ohio, August 21, 1864, he was a son 
of Robert and Sarah MacFadden Stranahan. His father 
was a Presbyterian minister in Ohio, where he lived all 
his life. Frank was educated in the public schools of 
Trumbull County, Ohio, and became a steel worker in 
Youngstown, Ohio. Suffering from gas poisoning, he 
came to Florida in 1890 and was in the mercantile 
business in Melbourne about three years. 

On January 31, 1893, he came to Fort Lauderdale to 
take the management of the overland mail route from 
Lantana to Peacock Inn at Coconut Grove, which took 
the place of the “barefoot mailman” on the beach. Soon 
after his arrival he set up a trading post, most of his 
customers being Indians. He erected tents, ran a ferry 
service and a restaurant. The only roads were Indian 
trails through the palmettos. He advanced money to 
build the first road to Miami from New River; sur- 
veyed and cut out the right-of-way for the present 
Las Olas Boulevard leading to the beach, before any 
engineer had been called to look over the plans, and 
advanced funds for its construction. For many years he 
functioned as the only banking institution in that lo- 
cality and earned the trust of everyone with whom he 
did business. Buying his land tract by tract, he became 
one of the largest land owners in that region, but he 
gave away large portions of it for the public welfare. 
Stranahan Park, for many years the only public recrea- 
tion ground in the city, was his gift. So was the land 
for Memorial Hospital and the site for the negro school. 

About 1906 he moved his trading post and general 
business to Brickell Avenue and North River Drive and 
converted the original trading post into his home. Here 
he and his wife lived for many years, and she still oc- 
cupies the home. It is now known as Pioneer House and 
bears the following inscription, placed there by the 
Himmarshee Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution: 

“On this spot, January 31, 1893, Frank Stranahan, the 

founder of this city, conducted a ferry across New 

River, established a trading post with the Indians and 

operated the first United States Post Office in Fort 

Lauderdale. 

“Seven tenths of a mile east of this point occurred, 

in 1842, the massacre by the Seminoles of the Colee 

family, which destroyed the first white settlement 
on New River. 

“Two and one tenth miles east of this spot, in the 

reservation of the United States Coast Guard, is 

the site of Fort Lauderdale, built in 1838 during the 

Seminole War by United States Government forces 

under command of Major William Lauderdale, for 

whom this city was named.” 

The Stranahan Mercantile Company came to be widely 
and favorably known. Mr. Stranahan sold it in 1912 to 
the Oliver brothers, and from that time on occupied 
himself with his numerous private interests. He was a 
staunch Democrat, and throughout most of his career 
was a member of the City Commission and the City 
Council. He was chairman of the committee that au- 
thorized Memorial Drive in honor of the first World 
War veterans. 


On August 16, 1900, in Lemon City, Dade County, he 
married Ivy Julia Cromartie, a worthy helpmate, whose 
sketch follows. Frank Stranahan died in Fort Lauder- 
dale June 23, 1929. It was said of him that his whole 
soul was absorbed in his work for the community and 
in his desire to do helpful things for Fort Lauderdale 
and for others. - 


IVY JULIA CROMARTIE STRANAHAN 


A pioneer and benefactress of society, Ivy Julia 
Cromartie Stranahan, wife of the founder of Fort 
Lauderdale, has won her own laurels, not resting on 
those of her husband. Together they were a perfect 
team. Throughout the years of their residence in Fort 
Lauderdale, the Stranahans filled a place without 
parallel in the life and growth of that city. 

Ivy Julia Cromartie was born in White Springs, 
Hamilton County, Florida, February 24, 1881, daughter 
of Augustus Whitfield Cromartie, who was born in 
Garland, North Carolina, and died in 1933; and Sarah 
Elizabeth Driver, born in Georgia, who died about 
1910. As a young man in 1873, her father came to 
Quincy, Florida, where he had an uncle Quincy, and 
there he taught school and music for many years. He 
met and married his wife near White Springs, where 
their first child, Ivy, was born. In 1895 Augustus Cro- 
martie, with his wife and five children, came to the East 
Coast of Florida in a covered wagon and settled at 
Juno. 

Ivy Cromartie was educated partly by private tutor- 
ing and graduated from Lemon City High School in 
Dade County. She became the teacher in the first pub- 
lic school in Fort Lauderdale, which was opened in 1899 
with nine pupils. After her marriage to Frank Strana- 
han, which took place in Lemon City on August 16, 
1900, Mrs. Stranahan began her lifelong work for the 
welfare of the Seminole Indians, starting with the chil- 
dren, and ever since then has carried on this labor of 
love voluntarily, paying her own expenses. Her influ- 
ence has been exerted to overcome the prejudice of the 
Indians, to get them located on their Reservations, and 
to help them to understand what the Federal Govern- 
ment is trying to do for them. 

Back in 1924 the Indian Commission wrote her asking 
her to do what she could to get the Indians to go on to 
their Reservation, as the country was fast settling 
around them and they could no longer stay where they 
were. Mrs. Stranahan took Willie Jumper, Annie (a 
medicine woman) and two of her grandchildren, Poca- 
hontas and Jack Huff, to the Dania Reservation in June 
of that year, bringing along axes and grub hoes, so that 
if the decision of the Indians was favorable they could 
go to work building their camp, and told them that the 
Government said they would never have to move again. 
At this time she realized the immensity of the problem 
of orienting the Florida Seminoles to civilization, and 
enlisted the aid of the Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
the DAR, church groups and civic organizations of 
Broward County and the State of Florida and national 
organizations to cooperate in giving aid and influence 
to this program. In this year of 1960 this program has 
progressed to the point of realizing the dream of Mrs. 
Stranahan for the Indians located nine miles from Fort 
Lauderdale, when they asked for and were given a 
charter for their own business corporation on the Res- 
ervation. This will enable the Indians to transact busi- 
ness and handle their own money, which had accumu- 
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lated in Washington through leases of their tribal lands 
for farming, grating and right«of-«way for various pub- 
lic utilities, Senator Dunean U, Pletcher of Jacksonville 
in Washington once said that any decision to be made 
between the Indians and him must first have the sane« 
tion of Mrs, Stranahan, 

Among the other activities of Mrs, Stranahan of a 
public nature was her work as a member of the Audu- 
bon Society during the early days of the war against 
the extinction of the egret in the Everglades. She 
turned in one of the largest confiscations of egrets ever 
made, They were on display in a window of a shoe 
firm in Miami, and the press estimated their value at 
$36,000, 

Mrs. Stranahan was a member of the City Zoning 
and Planning Board for ten years, and was a leading 
factor in preserving the waterfront in Fort Lauderdale 
from commercialization, She was one of the organizers 
of the Broward County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross and was its chairman for many years, During 
World War I she was chairman of Food Conservation 
and Liberty Loan Drives. In 1916 she was State Presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Suffrage Society. She served as 
president of the Fort Lauderdale Woman’s Club for 
three years and as State Sectional Director; is on the 
Board of Directors of the Southeast Branch of the 
Florida Children’s Home Society; a director of the His- 
torical Association of Southern Florida; a member of 
Friends of the Seminoles Florida Foundation, Inc.; an 
honorary member of Zonta, Delta Kappa Gamma (a 
teachers’ society), and the Pilots Club; a member of the 
Garden Club of Fort Lauderdale, and of the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church. 

In the first Annual of the new Stranahan High School 
(1958) there is this tribute to Mrs. Stranahan: 

“Education being always her first goal, Mrs. Strana- 
han has dedicated her life to education and the com- 
mon welfare of Broward County. 

“It is with deep appreciation that we salute Mrs. 
Stranahan for her contribution to education. Although 
Stranahan High School is officially a memorial to her 
husband, in our hearts Mrs. Stranahan will always 
share the honor of our beloved patron.” 


LEIGH FOWLER ROBINSON, M.D. 


A veteran physician and surgeon of Fort Lauderdale, 
Dr. Leigh Fowler Robinson might also be called one of 
the founding fathers of that city. His life has been one 
of outstanding service, both in his profession and to his 
community. 

He was born near Martinsville, Indiana, June 20, 
1887, son of Joseph M. Robinson, a school teacher and 
farmer, and Alice Fowler Robinson. His father was born 
in Bedford, Indiana, February 5, 1863, and died in June 
1942: his mother, born in Morgan County, Indiana, May 
8, 1866, died in March 1941. 

Leigh Robinson graduated from Martinsville High 
School in 1906, attended pre-medical school at Indiana 
University, and received his M.D. degree from Jeffer- 
son Medical College, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 
1912. For the first two years out of medical school he 
interned at Gouverneur Hospital, New York City, 
Methodist Hospital, Philadelphia, and Deaconess Hos- 
pital, Indianapolis; and for the next two years served 
as assistant to Dr. Thomas B. Eastman and Dr. Harvey 
A. Moore in Indianapolis. 

Commissioned a Medical Officer in the United States 
Navy in May 1917, he was detailed on Expeditionary 
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duty with the United States Marine Corps in Santo 
Domingo for three years, following which he served 
with the United States Military Government in Santo 
Domingo under Admiral Harry S. Knapp and Admiral 
5. 5S. Robison of the United States Navy for four years, 
1920-24, 

Dr, Robinson commenced his private practice in Fort 
Lauderdale in 1925 and has continued to serve that 
community since then, specializing in general surgery. 

For many years the only hospital in the area was 
what is now Pine Crest School. In 1937 Dr. Robinson 
was Chairman of the Broward County Medical Asso- 
ciation Committee that worked with the lay commit- 
tee in founding the Broward General Hospital, and 
served as Chief of Surgery of that institution for ten 
years, retiring to the Consulting Staff at the end of that 
time. He was Chairman of the Physicians Committee, 
in which capacity he was active in the establishment 
of Holy Cross Hospital, and served as Chief of Staff of 
that hospital from December 1955 to December 1958, 
when he was transferred to the Consulting Staff at his 
request, He is also on the staffs of the Hollywood and 
Memorial Hospitals of Hollywood, Florida. 

On the occasion of his resignation as Chief of Staff 
of Holy Cross Hospital, Dr. Robinson was given an 
award in recognition and appreciation of his services. 
He was also awarded a citation from the Rotary Club 
of Fort Lauderdale for his part in organizing the 
Broward General Hospital. 

Known as a pioneer in Blue Shield, he was one of 
the founders of Florida Blue Shield in 1946 and served 
as first president of that organization until 1954, at 
which time he resigned and was made Honorary Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors. He also received an 
award from Florida Blue Shield at that time in the 
form of a resolution. From 1952 to 1954 he was a mem- 
ber of Blue Shield Commission of Chicago, Illinois, 
which is the Board of Governors of the Blue Shield 
Plans of United States and Canada. 

Dr. Robinson is a member of the American Medical 
Association, Southern Medical Association, and Ameri- 
can Proctologic Association; a member of Southeastern 
Surgical Congress and Fellow of the American College 
of Surgeons; co-founder, charter member and past 
president of Broward County Medical Association; a 
member and past president (1939) of Florida Medical 
Association, in which he has been very active for many 
years and has served on many scientific and Public 
Relations committees. He has made the following con- 
tributions to medical literature: 

Palinphrasia in Epilepsy—New Jersey State Medical 

Journal, November 1915. 

Chloroform in Epilepsy—Journal American Medical 

Association, 1916. 

Diversional Therapy in Treatment of Mental Disease— 

Medical Record, 1916. 

Report of Case of Large Solitary Tubercle of the Liver 

—Naval Medical Bulletin, June 1924. 

Caudal Block Anesthesia—Florida Medical Association 

Journal, November 1927. 

A Review of Fractures of the Os Calcis—Southern 

Medical Journal, March 1928. 

Some Surgical Diseases of Meckel’s Diverticulum— 

Florida Medical Association Journal, 1928. 

The Diagnostic Value of the Sigmoidoscope—Florida 

Medical Association Journal, November 1930. 
Caudal Block Anesthesia in Gynecology—Anesthesia 

and Analgesia, December 1930. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


The Present Status of the Injection Treatment of 
Hemorrhoids—Florida Medical Association Journal, 
November 1931. 

During World War II, in 1943, Dr. Robinson was ap- 
pointed by Governor Holland to the State Defense 
Council as Chairman of the Division of Health and 
Housing. The Governor also delegated to him, for the 
duration of the war emergency, the authority to issue 
temporary license, without examination, to physicians 
for duty in those areas where there were critical short- 
ages of physicians. 

Dr. Robinson has been active in the Broward County 
Chapter of the American Red Cross and served as its 
Chairman in 1931. In 1934 he was co-organizer and was 
active in the establishment of the Mosquito Control 
District of Broward County. In 1935 he was co-organ- 
izer in the establishment of Broward County Health 
Unit. He served on the Advisory Board of the Salva- 
tion Army for twenty years. Taking part in the devel- 
opment of Fort Lauderdale, he is a director of Broward 
National Bank and Fort Lauderdale National Bank, and 
is one of the developers of Coral Isles, an island sub- 
division located on Las Olas Boulevard. 

In social and fraternal organizations, he has been a 
member of the Rotary Club since 1926; is a member and 
past commander of William G. Morris Post #36 of the 
American Legion; a charter member of Lauderdale 
Yacht Club; a member and patron of the Opera Guild 
of Fort Lauderdale; a Mason, an Elk, and a member of 
All Saints Episcopal Church. 

On July 12, 1916, Dr. Robinson married Dorothy 
Barrows, who was born in Mansfield, Connecticut, April 
26, 1890, daughter of Dr. Benjamin S. and Emma 
Beardsley Barrows. Her mother was born in New Pres- 
ton, Connecticut; her father in Hartford. He was a son 
of Dr. Fred Barrows of Mansfield, Connecticut, who 
was Principal of the Brown School at Hartford. 

Dr. and Mrs. Robinson are the parents of three 
daughters and have ten grandchildren. The daughters 
are: 

1. Dorothy, Mrs. James B. Kerr, born in Hartford, 
Connecticut, October 11, 1917. She has three children: 
Jean, James and Leigh. 

2. Elizabeth, Mrs. Raymond R. Rebol, born in the 
Dominican Republic January 27, 1919. She has three 
sons: Richard Robinson, Thomas and William. 

3. Barbara, Mrs, Ralph E. Sethness, born in the Do- 
minican Republic September 9, 1920, She has four chil- 
dren: Dorothy, Carol, Ralph Edward and Judith. 

All three families reside in Fort Lauderdale. 

Dr. Robinson is listed in “Who’s Who in the South 
and Southwest.” 


WILLIAM KINSEL ZINKE 


A heavy construction contractor and builder in Pom- 
pano Beach since 1950, William Kinsel Zinke has ac- 
complished a notable amount of construction during 
the past ten years, most of it on the east coast. 

He was born in Brooklyn, New York, October 31, 
1912, son of Laura Kinsel, a native of Brooklyn, who 
is living, and William Kinsel Zinke, Sr., who was born 
in Germany and came to this country as a ten-year-old 
boy. He died June 27, 1914, in Brooklyn, where he was 
in the grocery business. 

William K., Jr., was educated in the public schools 
of Brooklyn and attended Pace Institute in New York 
City. At the age of seventeen he went to work for 


James H. Dunham and Company, 340 Broadway, New 
York City, as secretary to a traveling salesman, and 
held that position four or five years; then went with 
L. T. Stone, manufacturer of hosiery and lingerie, New 
York, as mills representative for about four years. 
From then until 1950 he free-lanced as a mill repre- 
sentative in hosiery. _ 

Coming to Pompano, Florida, in 1950, he went into 
partnership with Donald L. Smith in the heavy con- 
struction business which they purchased from John 
DeVries. Their work is mainly building roads, bridges, 
sea walls, etc., including clearing, excavating, grading, 
installing sewer, water and gas systems. They built 
the sea wall at Bird Key, Sarasota, for Arvida, and 
are now finishing the Arvida subdivision in Boca Ra- 
ton. They bought and developed Coquina Cove at 
Boynton Beach, McCormack Mile at Ocean Ridge, 
which is being prepared for buildings, and many other 
subdivisions, They also build golf courses. 

Mr. Zinke was married in New York City April 10, 
1937, to Evelyn Warnock, also a native of Brooklyn, 
where she was born December 11, 1914. She is a daugh- 
ter of John B. Warnock, deceased, who was born in 
Brooklyn, and Eleanor Phillips Warnock, also deceased, 
who was born in Piedmont, New York. Mr. and Mrs. 
Zinke are the parents of five children: 

1. William K., Jr., born in Norwalk, Connecticut, 
May 4, 1939. 

2. Eleanor Lynn, born in Norwalk, January 6, 1943. 

3. Evelyn Gay, born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, Jan- 
uary 17, 1944. 

4. Laura Diane, born in Bridgeport, July 5, 1946. 

5. Karen, born in Bridgeport, December 7, 1947. 


CURTIS BYRD 


An outstanding lawyer of Fort Lauderdale was Curtis 
Byrd, who had an A rating in Martindale. A native 
Floridian, he was born in Falmouth, Suwannee Coun- 
ty, February 15, 1903, and died in Fort Lauderdale 
April 8, 1954. He was a son of Thomas Frederick Byrd 
(March 9, 1881—died 1909), who came from near Perry 
and was in the turpentine business. Thomas Byrd’s 
father, John, fought in the Civil War in the Confed- 
erate Army. Curtis Byrd’s mother was Martha Green, 
daughter of William Henry and Melinda (May) Green 
of Stockton, Georgia. She was born March 19, 1881, 
and died in Fort Lauderdale March 30, 1953. Several 
years after Thomas Byrd’s death she married Joseph 
J. Hannigan, a railroad engineer located in Jackson- 
ville, Florida. 

Curtis Byrd received his early education in Live 
Oak and graduated from Duval High School in Jack- 
sonville. At the University of Florida he studied law 
and received his Bachelor’s degree in 1924. He was a 
cheer-leader and won the senior oratorical contest in 
1924. 

Coming to Fort Lauderdale that year, he became an 
associate in the law office of Maxwell Baxter and 
eventually became a member of the firm, which later 
was known as Baxter, Byrd and Walton. In the course 
of time he spent some years in private practice and 
then one year with James Henry Taylor as Byrd and 
Taylor. The name of his firm underwent the usual name 
changes, becoming Byrd and McCaughan; Byrd, Mc- 
Caughan and Dressler; and finally, Byrd and Dressler. 

Mr. Byrd specialized in real-estate legal matters and 
the handling of estates, and was the local attorney for 
the development of the Sunrise Shopping Center and 
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Birch Oceanfront Subdivision, which was developed 
for Antioch College, the beneficiary of the original 
owner of the property, Hugh Taylor Birch. For several 
years Mr. Byrd represented the Federal Land Bank 
of Columbia, South Carolina. 

He was a member of the American Bar, the Florida 
Bar, and the Broward County Bar Association, and 
served on the Florida Bar’s State Board of Governors 
from the 15th Judicial Circuit, 1950-1952; having been 
a member of the 15th Circuit Court Commission 1939 
to 1950. Twice president of the Fort Lauderdale Cham- 
ber of Commerce, he was on its Board of Directors 
from 1934 to 1946. For several years he was secretary 
and on the Board of Directors of the Lauderdale Yacht 
Club. He was a member of Pi Kappa Phi fraternity 
(University of Florida), Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity 
(University of Florida), and of Park Temple Methodist 
Church, where he served for a time on the Official 
Board. He won many cups in the local and regional 
duplicate bridge tournaments. 

In Fort Lauderdale on June 24, 1926, Curtis Byrd 
married Ruth Dye, who was bern in Alpena, South 
Dakota, December 12, 1903, daughter of Robert Emmett 
and Annette (Orme) Dye. A sketch of her father fol- 
lows. Mr. and Mrs. Byrd became the parents of four 
children, all born in Fort Lauderdale. They are: 

1. Robert Curtis, born May 21, 1928; now a Methodist 
minister in the New York East Conference. 

2. Marilyn, born August 5, 1930; now Mrs. Robert 
Wilson, Dayton, Ohio. She has two daughters—Kath- 
ryn, born February 28, 1956; Laurel, born February 24, 
1958. 

3. Thomas Edward, born April 2, 1934, married Lola 
Anne Roberts who was born in Miami, Florida, but 
lived in Los Teques, Venezuela, from 1941 until the 
time of her marriage. Tom and Lola have a son, Thom- 
as Edward Byrd, Jr., born May 18, 1960. Thomas is an 
attorney-at-law, associated with Byrd and Dressler. 

4. Carol, born December 21, 1935, is the wife of Kars- 
ten A. Rist, born in Germany. 


ROBERT EMMETT DYE 


One of the early real estate developers of Fort Lau- 
derdale was Robert Emmett (Bob) Dye, developer of 
Idlewyld, the first of its kind initiated on the bay front. 
Mr. Dye always worked for the best interests of Fort 
Lauderdale and served as a City Commissioner. Be- 
fore coming to Florida he had been a newspaper pub- 
lisher for some fifteen years in South Dakota. 

He was born in Leon, Iowa, January 18, 1879, son of 
Robert and Elizabeth Trippett Dye. His father was a 
farmer. He received his education in the public schools 
of Iowa and taught school for a year or two. At the 
age of twenty-one he became a full-fledged newspa- 
perman and from 1901 to 1916 was owner and pub- 
lisher of the Alpena Journal of Alpena, South Dakota, 
where he also was Postmaster and one of the influen- 
tial citizens. 

Having first visited Fort Lauderdale in 1910, he 
brought his family down to spend the winter in 1918 
and remained to enter the real estate business. Asso- 
ciated with M. A. Hortt, he formed the firm of Hortt 
and Dye, Realtors, whose first large enterprise was the 
Idlewyld development. This firm developed and sold 
all the land between Southeast Eighth Avenue and 
Lauderdale beach and built the Arcade on the corner 
of Southwest Second Street and Southwest First Ave- 
nue, as well as many houses. The firm of Hortt and 
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Dye operated until 1923, and from that time until his 
death in 1953 Mr. Dye operated his business indepen- 
dently, eventually taking his son Paul into the business. 

Mr. Dye was at one time a Trust Officer with the 
Fort Lauderdale Bank and Trust Company and was a 
member of the Fort Lauderdale Rotary Club, the Ma- 
sonic Lodge, the Odd Fellows, and attended Park Tem- 
ple Methodist Church. He was a liberal supporter of 
religious and charitable projects. A member of the 
Fort Lauderdale Housing Authority from 1938 until 
his death, he attended a meeting of this body a few 
hours before his death. He also was a School Trustee. 

At Indianapolis, Indiana, on December 3, 1902, Rob- 
ert Emmett Dye married Annette Orme, daughter of 
Catherine (Pearcy) and George W. Orme. They had 
four children: 

1. Ruth, Mrs. Curtis Byrd of Fort Lauderdale. 

2. Albert Emmett, born in Alpena, South Dakota, 
August 11, 1905; died September 11, 1955. 

3. Paul, born in South Dakota March 10, 1911, mar- 
ried Lillie Brown and has a son, Ray, born December 
11, 1942. Paul is an attorney-at-law and an investor. 

4. Don, born in Fort Lauderdale March 23, 1921, 
married Margaret Arpin. Don is a Fort Lauderdale 
realtor. 

Annette Orme Dye (Mrs. Robert Emmett Dye) was 
born in London, Indiana, October 29, 1882, and died 
in- Fort Lauderdale, Florida, August 26, 1960. She was 
a member of the Fort Lauderdale Library Board from 
1932 to 1948. She had served as president of the Fort 
Lauderdale Woman’s Club; was active in the PEO 
sorority and in the Woman’s Society of Christian Serv- 
ice of the Methodist Church; and belonged to the 
Monday Bridge Club for twenty-five years. 


ALVIN BELTON JONES 


Vegetable farming on a large scale is the principal 
business of Alvin Belton Jones of Deerfield Beach, who 
is also president and chairman of the board of the 
Deerfield Beach Bank. Mr. Jones came up the hard 
way. Starting at the beginning of the depression in 1930, 
when tractors were just coming in, he farmed with 
mule, hoe and plow at first. He now heads an empire of 
1200 acres of lucrative farms in Broward and Palm 
Beach Counties. 

Born in Meigs, Georgia, July 3, 1911, he is a son of 
William Belton Jones, who was born in Grady County, 
Georgia, April 21, 1874, and died April 22, 1957; and 
Mellie Butler Jones, who was born in Thomas County, 
Georgia, September 11, 1882, and died February 24, 
1952. His father was a farmer in Georgia and Florida. 
He came to Plant City, Florida, in 1925 and raised 
strawberries there for five years. Coming to Deerfield 
Beach in 1930, he joined his brother-in-law who oper- 
ated the Butler Farms, and was with him for five years. 
Due to ill health, he gave up farming and became a 
bridge tender over the Intercoastal Waterways on the 
Hillsboro Canal at Deerfield, a position he retained 
until two years before his death. The original Butler 
Farms are still in existence and the founders, J. D. and 
G. E. Butler, are still living. 

Alvin Jones was taken out of school early to help 
support his family. He worked as a supervisor for But- 
ler Farms for ten years, then formed a farming partner- 
ship with his brother Emory, operating as E. and A. 
Jones, which was the forerunner of Westside Farms and 
lasted until 1958, when the partnership was dissolved. 
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THE EAST) COAST. "OF (FLORIDA 


They raised cucumbers, eggplant, peppers and beans. 
In addition to these vegetables Westside Farms also 
raises tomatoes. Most of the laborers live on the farms 
in houses provided by the company, including bedding 
and utilities. Some laborers are brought in from Nassau 
and some come by bus from Pompano. 

' Mr. Jones also owns considerable property in Deer- 
field Beach, including a section of eight stores on Dixie 
Highway and Pine Hill Acres, a subdivision. He is 
president of Westside Farms, Inc. and of Jones and 
Ostoff Farms, Inc.; owns a half interest in O. and L. 
Farms with O. A. and Leo D. Jones, and a quarter in- 
terest with Jones and Glenn. He is a director of the 
Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association of Orlando and 
a director of the Deerfield Beach Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

In civic and fraternal organizations Mr. Jones is a 
member of the Civic League, the Lions Club, Masonic 
Lodge #275 of Deerfield Beach, Mahi Temple Shrine, 
Miami, the Gold Coast Shrine Club and its board of 
governors, and the Baptist Church. 

He was married in Pelham, Georgia, June 20, 1937, to 
Mary Glenn, who was born in Pelham November 4, 
1918, daughter of Mary Ella Barton, born in Grady 
County, Georgia, and James Eldridge Glenn, born in 
Mitchell County, Georgia. Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Jones are 
the parents of five children, the first born in Deerfield 
Beach, the other four in Fort Lauderdale: 

1. Michael David, born May 25, 1938. 

2. Kenneth Alvin, born August 28, 1942. 

3. Mary Kathryn, born February 28, 1944. 

4. Richard Elton, born January 13, 1947. 

5. Jeffrey Barton, born April 24, 1952. 

Michael David Jones is vice-president of Westside 
Farms, Inc. He married Barbara Stills and they have a 
son, Michael D. Jr., born in 1958. 


GEORGE EMORY JONES 


A member of a farming family, George Emory 
Jones has been farming in Deerfield for thirty years 
and now operates on four farms totaling 1800 acres. 
Of this acreage one third is rented, the balance he 
owns. 

Son of William Belton and Mellie Butler Jones, he 
was born in Meigs, Georgia, February 9, 1908. His 
mother was born near Meigs September 11, 1882, and 
died February 24, 1952. His father, born at Cairo, 
Georgia, April 21, 1874, died April 22, 1957. 

About 1923 William Belton Jones moved with his 
family to Plant City, Florida, and raised strawberries 
and vegetables there until 1930, when he moved to 
Deerfield and joined the Butler brothers, J. D. and 
George Emory, his brothers-in-law, who had been 
farming in Deerfield since 1915. After five years 
with the Butlers a health deficiency caused W. B. 
Jones to give up farming and he became the bridge 
tender at the Hillsboro Inlet, a position he held for 
twenty years. 

George Emory Jones started farming as a boy in 
Pelham, Georgia, with his father and brothers. He 
attended school at Cotton, Georgia, and, after coming 
to Florida, at Springhead, near Plant City. 

Coming to Deerfield with his father and brother 
in 1930, he farmed with the Butler brothers until 
1941, when he and his brother, Alvin B. Jones, formed 
the E. and A. Jones partnership, which lasted until 
1958. Since then he has been operating under the 


name of G. E. Jones Farms. He raises mainly green 
beans, peppers, cucumbers, tomatoes and egg plants. 
His produce is trucked to the Farmers Market and 
sold to Herbert Berk, a New York broker, and others. 
Mr. Berk has been the broker for the G. E. Jones 
Farms during its entire farming career. 

Mr. Jones is a member of the Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable Association, the Deerfield Chamber of 
Commerce, and a former member of the Flying 
Farmers, organized in 1947 by a group of farmers 
who did private flying. For four and a half years he 
was chairman of the commission in the town of 
Deerfield, now Deerfield Beach. He is a charter member 
and past trustee of Elks Lodge #1898 of Pompano 
Beach, a charter member and past director of the 
Lions Club, and a member of the First Baptist Church 
of Deerfield. 

He was married in Plant City December 25, 1934, to 
Bettye Anderson, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Anderson of Prattville, Alabama, where Bettye 
was born August 25, 1914. The Joneses have three 
daughters: 

1. Carol Ann, born in Plant City June 14, 1938; 

2. Janice Faye, born in Deerfield January 23, 1942; 

3. Judy Sue, born in Deerfield April 5, 1948; 


GEORGE EMORY BUTLER 


The president of Butler Farms Company of Deer- 
field Beach, George Emory Butler, and his brother, 
J. D. Butler, are pioneer settlers of that community, 
where they have been raising vegetables since 1915. 
Emory Butler has been president of Farmers Produc- 
tion Credit Association for fifteen years. As Deerfield’s 
first mayor, he had much to do with the development 
of the town. 

George Emory Butler was born in Cairo, Georgia, 
January 6, 1887, son of George Edward Butler, who 
was born in Decatur County, Georgia, in 1852 and 
died in 1945, and of Susan Ann Hinson, born in Thomas 
County, Georgia, who died in 1910. His father was a 
farmer and owned some stock in a mercantile store. 
He came to Florida in 1912. 

Emory Butler received his education in the public 
schools of Georgia and at the age of eighteen was 
manager of the telephone company in Meigs, Georgia. 
In 1907 he went to Carthage, Texas, where an uncle 
had a men’s furnishings store, and worked there, even- 
tually becoming manager of the store. He was married 
in Texas and lived there eight years. 

In 1915 he moved to Deerfield, Florida, which at 
that time was little more than a sandy waste covered 
with palmetto scrub and pine woods, with a total pop- 
ulation of 150 people. The old Dixie Highway, a 12’ 
hard-top road, ran through town, forming the main 
street. There was no bridge across the east coast canal 
until 1917. Emory and his brother cleared their land 
and built homes side by side. During a hurricane in 
1928 George’s house was destroyed, and was replaced 
by the fine, substantial house in which he and his wife 
now make their home. His brother is still living next 
door in the original house he built. 

The brothers farmed together, raising beans, cu- 
cumbers, tomatoes, eggplant and squash. Most of their 
produce was shipped by rail, some by Clyde Steam- 
ship Line from Jacksonville, and later through the port 
at Miami. There was no refrigeration until 1921, when 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


they shipped the first refrigerated carload. Now 70 to 
80%, of their produce is shipped by refrigerated trucks. 
In 1937 the partnership between the brothers was in- 
corporated under the name of Butler Farms, Inc. 

Emory Butler was the first Mayor of Deerfield, as it 
was then called, holding that office from 1925 to 1930, 
and was one of those responsible for the change of 
name to Deerfield Beach. During that time the Sea- 
board Air Line Railroad came to Deerfield. At the in- 
auguration of the service Governor Martin represented 
the State of Florida and Mr. Warfield represented the 
Railroad Company. 

The biggest project during Mr. Butler’s term as 
Mayor was the widening of the highway, which in- 
volved moving all the buildings back and paving from 
curb to curb from the Hillsboro Canal to a half mile 
south of the town. The “White Way” and the side- 
walks were built at that time. For this project the 
city voted $350,000 in bonds, which was to cover the 
street paving, city hall, jail and waterworks. Before 
that everyone had his own well and pump and the But- 
lers had the only indoor kitchen sink in town. 

Mr. Butler served four years on the Town Council 
in the 30’s, and on the City Council for two years, 
1953-55. He also served on the local school board. Dur- 
ing Governor Cone’s administration (1937-41) he was 
one of 31 men who went to Tallahassee to get the 
Governor and Nathan Mayo, the Commissioner of 
Agriculture, to give their support to the new location 
for Farmers’ Market, for which the Blount family gave 
the land. 

Emory Butler is a charter and honorary member of 
the Lions Club of Deerfield Beach, which his two sons 
have served as president. He has been a Baptist for 
fifty years and a deacon and Sunday School superin- 
tendent for thirty years. 

In Carthage, Texas, on December 19, 1913, George 
Emory Butler married Margery Elizabeth Goforth, 
who was born in Overton, Texas, January 4, 1892, 
daughter of John Anderson Goforth and Margery Ann 
Virginia Hawkins. Her father was born near Anderson, 
South Carolina, February 12, 1848, and died March 
18, 1911. Her mother was born in Rusk County, Texas, 
January 11, 1854, and died June 4, 1941. 

Mrs. Butler was a charter member of the Woman’s 
Club and served several terms as president. She also 
helped to organize the Woman’s Club Library. She 
is now a member of the Garden Club and has been 
active in the PTA and in church work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Butler have three children: 

1. Margery Ann, born in Carthage, Texas, November 
13, 1914, who married John Urchinson. They have no 
children. Margery has been employed by. Broward 
County Board of Education for about twenty years 
and is now Assistant Business Manager. 

2. Jack Emory Butler, born in Deerfield August 4, 
1917. He married Molly R. Wiles and they have two 
sons: Roger and Timothy Scott. Jack is Vice President 
of Butler Farms Company. 

3. Robert David Butler, born August 5, 1925, in Fort 
Lauderdale. He married Martha Lee Parrotte, and they 
have a son, Robert David, Jr. Robert is Secretary of 
the Butler Farms Company. 


HARVEY STITH CHESHIRE 


For thirty years Harvey S. Cheshire raised vegetables 
in Pompano Beach, specializing in fancy winter string 
beans, and for many years was rated at the top of the 
list for quality of product and fair dealings. He has 
had a great deal to do with the Pompano State Farmers 
Market, which is the largeSt f.o.b. produce market in 
the world. As a city councilman and real estate de- 
veloper he has played a large part in the growth and 
progress of Pompano Beach. 

The Cheshire family came to this country from 
Cheshire County, England. There were two brothers. 
One settled in North Carolina; the other moved on to 
Georgia, and it was his descendants who eventually 
came to Florida, Harvey’s great grandfather being the 
pioneer. His father, William Bloxham Cheshire, was 
born in Genoa, Hamilton County, Florida, December 
26, 1882, and is still living in Pompano Beach. His 
mother, who was Amy Johns, was born in Wellborn, 
Suwannee County, Florida, in 1885 and died in August 
1922, Harvey was born in Wellborn October 15, 1906, 
and was educated in the public schools of Suwannee 
County, Florida: 

In September 1921 Harvey and his father first came 
to Pompano, where his father’s brother, M. A. Cheshire, 
had been settled since 1914. They farmed that season 
and returned to North Florida. In August of 1923 they 
came back to Pompano, rented land, and sharecropped 
with M. A. Cheshire, raising tomatoes, beans and pep- 
pers. Harvey Cheshire farmed in Broward and Palm 
Beach County from 1928 to 1958, when he retired from 
farming. 

He was appointed by Nathan Mayo, Commissioner of 
Agriculture, to the Board of Directors of the Pompano 
State Farmers Market, which opened in November 
1937, and served on this board nine years. He was one 
of the first to urge the relocation of the market to its 
present site, and for two years worked on this plan, 
which was supported by many other farmers and busi- 
ness interests who were interested in seeing a modern 
farm produce market in Pompano. This plan was op- 
posed by some who had much influence politically. 
Mr. W. H. Blount, in behalf of the Blount Brothers, 
gave the state the twenty acres of land on which these 
buildings stand. 

Mr. Cheshire helped build, organize and set up the 
operating rules for the market, and takes great pride 
in two features of the building which he sponsored. 
The first is adequate space for unloading, without cov- 
er, for the trucks.to back into, thus preserving valuable 
floor space. The need of this feature has been proved 
by the fact that market floor space has been added 
three times since the building was erected. The other 
feature is the public address or communication sys-— 
tem, which enables farmers and buyers to communicate 
with each other on the floor of the market without 
wasting valuable time and energy running from one 
office or stall to another to discuss prices and deals. 
When the market was in the planning stage, Mr. Ches- 
hire was one of thirty-one men who went to Tallahas- 
see to see Governor Cone and enlist his support. Na- 
than Mayo was present at the dedication service on the 
opening day of the market. 

Mr. Cheshire served on the City Council of Pom- 
pano in 1935-36 and in 1938-39, and was president of 
the Council during his last term. When he first be- 
came a councilman the city had no credit and only 
about a mile of it was incorporated. He and some 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


other men on the Council played a decisive part in 
the settlement of the city’s outstanding indebtedness 
and in placing it on a pay-as-you-go basis. Pompano 
Beach has been growing steadily ever since and is in 
good financial condition. 

In the field of real estate, Mr. Cheshire developed the 
first small shopping center between Pompano Beach 
and Road #810, Deerfield Beach, which was opened in 
November 1953. It is located on the Federal Highway 
between Northeast Second and Northeast Fourth Street, 
Pompano Beach, and is known as the Cheshire Build- 
ing. Mr. Cheshire also was instrumental in bringing 
Pompano Beach the Food Fair Shopping Center, opened 
in 1955 on Fourth Street and Federal Highway, by giv- 
ing a ground lease on the property, which he owns. 

He is a member of Broward County Farm Bureau, 
Broward County Committee on Migrants, and the 
Pompano Beach Chamber of Commerce; a director of 
the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Broward County; director of the Broward County 
Chapter of the American Red Cross; a member of 
Lodge #263, F. and A.M., and of the First Baptist 
Church of Pompano Beach. He is an ardent church 
worker and has served as deacon and chairman of the 
Board of Deacons; also on the official board, the board 
of trustees, the building and finance committees. 

On September 4, 1926, in Pompano Harvey S. Ches- 
hire married Georgia Elizabeth Collier, who was born 
in Elloree, South Carolina, on March 16, 1909. Her 
father, Lucius Erab Collier, was born in South Caro- 
lina May 23, 1865, and died September 20, 1925. Her 
mother, Lily Smith Collier, was born March 16, 1870, 
and died March 7, 1940. Three children were born in 
Pompano to Mr. and Mrs. Cheshire: 

1. Russell, born September 2, 1927, married Betty 
Stephens, and they have three children: Russell Derik, 
Kathy Deanne, and Georgia Jean. , 

2. Ethel, born December 29, 1929, married James 
Delk. Their three children are Marsha Gail, James 
Barry, and Carol Denise. 

3. Vicki Newana was born January 15, 1938. 


RUSSELL BARRINGTON CARSON, M.D. 


Dr. Russell B. Carson has the distinction of being a 
member of one of the outstanding pioneer families of 
Florida. His grandfather, Steven Washington Carson, 
a native of Tennessee and circuit rider preacher, came 
to Florida from Mississippi on horseback in 1858 and 
located first in Hernando County. In 1871, when he 
retired from the ministry, he moved to Polk County 
near Fort Meade and planted the first citrus groves in 
the Frostproof area. 

Of interest is the reason why Frostproof was so 
named. Steven W. Carson and sons, while hunting wild 
turkeys and deer in that area, discovered that the tem- 
perature was higher than that in Fort Meade, where 
they were living; so Steven said to his wife, “Miss 
Anne, we’re going to have to move just one more 
time.” 

Steven W. Carson died in Frostproof February 17, 
1907. His second wife, Pamela Anne Adelaide Barring- 
ton, died at the ripe old age of 93 years. She was the 
mother of four children, two girls and two boys. The 
boys were Muncey Barrington and Joseph Washing- 
ton, who became partners in business. They promoted 
the building of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 
through Frostproof—spent a lot of time getting the 
railroad interested and securing the right-of-ways for 


it. They helped to develop Frostproof and the entire 
Lake Region. Starting in the nursery business, they 
developed citrus groves and sold real estate. With a 
Mr. Barber of Jackson, Michigan, they worked togeth- 
er to develop the Crooked Lake area. Mr. Barber was 
80 years of age when he came down. He said if he 
thought he could live long enough to eat an orange 
off a tree he had planted he would plant some groves. 
The boys prevailed upon him to do so, and he lived 
to be just five days short of 100 years. So he ate or- 
anges for nearly 20 years. 

Among the many others the Carsons were associated 
with were the Wirts of Bartow, Hesletine of Delaware, 
Brat and Frank Packard, an architect from Columbus, 

nio. 

In 1904 Muncey Carson married Ida Maud Gilman of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Their son, Russell Barring- 
ton Carson, was born in Frostproof December 7, 1907. 
His first school was a one-room schoolhouse in Babson 
Park. After that he attended and graduated from the 
Dakota School for Boys at Dakota, Illinois, Randolph- 
Macon Academy at Bedford, Virginia, and the Univer- 
sity of Florida. For his medical education he went to 
Tulane University of New Orleans, where he received 
his M.D. degree in 1935. He interned at the Harper 
Hospital, Detroit, Michigan, and had specialty training 
in Urology under Dr. Louis M. Orr in Orlando, Florida. 
Moving to Fort Lauderdale September 15, 1939, he 
entered private practice in Urology. 


Dr, Carson enlisted in the United States Army on 
September 10, 1942, and was attached to the Air Force 
Hospital at Gulfport, Mississippi. In 1944 and ’45 he 
was overseas with the 173rd General Hospital in France. 
Released from the Army April 12, 1946, he returned 
to his medical practice in Fort Lauderdale. 

Dr. Carson was one of the founders of the Broward 
General Hospital, where he has served as Chief of 
Staff and is now on the Consulting Staff as Urologist. 
He has been Chief of Surgery at Holy Cross Hospital, 
which he and Mrs. Carson helped to build by raising 
funds. He served on the Council of the Florida Medical 
Association for two years and on the Board of Gover- 
nors of that association, and is currently a member of 
Governor Collins Advisory Committee for the Care 
of the Aged and Aging. 

He has been president of the Florida Blue Shield for 
five years, served on its Board for six years, on the 
Board of the National Blue Shield for two years, and 
is now Secretary of the National Blue Shield. 


Dr. Carson is a member of the following professional 
groups: American Medical Association, Florida Medical 
Association, Southern Medical Association, Broward 
County Medical Association, Southeastern Surgical 
Congress, American Urological Association (a _ past 
president of the Southeastern section of the A.U.A.), 
an honorary member of the South Central Urological 
Association, a founder member of the Florida Uro- 
logical Society, and a diplomate of the American Board 
of Urology. He is also a Fellow of the American College 
of Surgeons and a founder member of the Fort Lau- 
derdale Surgical Society. He is a founder and editor 
of the Broward County Medical bulletin, “The Rec- 
ord,” and has published to date twenty articles on 
Urology and related subjects. 

Equally active in civic and social life, Dr. Carson 
is a founder member of the Fort Lauderdale Jaycees 
and of the Fort Lauderdale Optimist Club (1941); a 
past member of the Rotary Club (five years); a mem- 
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THE EAST 


ber of Park Temple Methodist Church; and a member 
of Fort Lauderdale Yacht Club and the Key Largo 
Angler’s Club. He is listed in the Social Register and 
in the Directory of Medical Specialists. 

Dr. Carson was married to Eleanor Louise Brown 
in Roanoke, Virginia, on June 28, 1947, She was born 
on February 7, 1923, in Harrisonburg, Virginia, a 
daughter of Garnett R. Brown and Zola C. Wiseman. 
Her mother was born in the Shenandoah Valley where 
her family have been since the 1700’s. As an active 
civic leader, Mrs. Carson has been president of the 
Broward County Girl Scout Council, Regional Com- 
mittee member of the Girl Scouts of the Southeast 
Region, and she served on the committee for the dedi- 
cation of the Low Home for Girl Scouts in memory of 
Mrs. Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girl Scouts. 
Mrs. Carson is also active in the Junior League of Fort 
Lauderdale, Inc. and is a Board and Executive Com- 
mittee member of the United Fund of Broward Coun- 
ty. She has been a Circle leader in the Park Temple 
Methodist Church. She joins her husband in his hobby 
of boating and fishing on their boat Zolida III. 


FLOYD LANGDON WRAY 


Famed as the founder of Flamingo Groves and its 
botanical garden near Davie in Broward County, the 
late Floyd Langdon Wray had many more laurels to his 
name. As one of the “‘Men Who Made Florida,” he 
spent half his life helping the economy of South Florida 
and serving in various civic and governmental capaci- 
ties. He won numerous honors as an agriculturist, and 
in 1946 was awarded the Presidents’ Trophy of the 
Lions Club of Fort Lauderdale, as the member who had 
performed the most outstanding service in club work 
during the previous year. He also won many trophies 
for his show horses. 

Born in Cadillac, Michigan, March 6, 1891, Floyd 
Langdon Wray was a son of David Wray, a native of 
Lancaster, Kentucky, and veteran of the Civil War, who 
had a wholesale grocery business in Cadillac. Floyd’s 
mother was Ora Long of Cadillac. He was educated 
through high school in Benton Harbor, Michigan, and 
was in business college there when he left to be mar- 
ried. 

His first business venture was with United Cigar 
Store Company in Chicago. In one year he was ad- 
vanced from clerk to manager of five of their stores in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. After three years there he took 
over the management of a wholesale tobacco business 
in Evansville, Indiana, which operated under the name 
of the House of Crane and covered the territory of 
South Indiana and North Kentucky. 

When he had been with this company ten years, he 
came to South Florida in 1925 with the idea of starting 
an agency there in the tobacco business, but instead 
entered the real estate business in Hollywood and con- 
tinued in this line until the hurricane of 1926 wiped 
him out. He had an offer to go back to the wholesale 
tobacco business in Memphis, Tennessee, but chose to 
stay in Florida and go into the citrus business. 

Purchasing 1,920 acres of open land, he planted his 
first grove and watched the young trees grow for six 
years before they bore fruit. He cherished his first 
orange as if it were a diamond, and left it on the tree 
for everyone to see. This was the beginning of his 700- 
acre Flamingo Groves, where he later specialized in 
growing unusual and exotic varieties of citrus. His 
boast was that his staff of sixty-five employees produced 
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sixty-five varieties of tree-ripened citrus, including 
oranges, grapefruit, lemons, limes, tangelos, pommelos 
(Chinese grapefruit), and citrus hybrids. One of his 
rarities is a Greek citrus tree, called Kietra, which bears 
a lemon-like fruit. Because of it a Greek Premier once 
detoured from a scheduled trip just to visit Flamingo 
Groves. is 

The botanical garden of Flamingo Groves was started 
late in 1927, for the purpose of collecting and estab-— 
lishing a number of rare tropical and sub-tropical flow- 
ering trees and shrubs as well as fruit trees. The many 
varieties are labeled with the botanical and common 
names and constitute practically a living reference work 
for the professors and students of Botany at the Univer- 
sity of Miami, besides being an unfailing source of in- 
terest to the thousands of visitors from all over the 
world who visit the garden annually. 

As already indicated, Mr. Wray’s activities were not 
limited to the citrus business. When he first came to 
Florida in 1925, he joined Joseph Young in developing 
the City of Hollywood. In the mid-twenties he was one 
of a group that brought Herbert Hoover, then Secre- 
tary of Commerce, on a tour of Central and South 
Florida, during which he studied the problem of flood 
control. Some time later Mr. Wray, with others, was 
influential in bringing about the creation of the Central 
and South Florida Flood Control District. He was one 
of the developers and builders of Port Everglades, as its 
first commissioner and a member of the Broward Coun- 
ty Port Authority from 1931 to 1935, and helped to build 
the port from a one-slip harbor to one of the finest on 
the Atlantic seaboard. 

He was prominent in the banking and business circles 
of the county and was active in many civic affairs, both 
in Hollywood and in Fort Lauderdale, where he spent 
the last twelve years of his life. He served as Municipal 
Judge of Hollywood in 1930-31; was president of the 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce for three terms, and 
served on a committee of the State Chamber of Com- 
merce. With four other business men he founded the 
Orangebrook Golf Course in Hollywood, and loaned 
tractors from his groves to do the heavy work of grad- 
ing. He was a director of the First National Bank of 
Hollywood and of the First National Bank of Fort Lau- 
derdale. About 1939 he established Fort Lauderdale’s 
first fruit-packing plant, at 3501 South Federal High- 
way. 

He was a member of Florida Citrus Exchange, Florida 
Citrus Mutual, and Florida State Horticultural Society. 
In Evansville, Indiana, he had been a member of the 
Kiwanis Club. His church membership was with the 
First Church of Christ, Scientist in Fort Lauderdale. 
Because of a physical handicap he had not served ac- 
tively during the wars, but was‘in the Reserves. He 
was a noted horseman and for many years prided him- 
self on his show horses, but in the later years of his life 
he spent most of his leisure time fishing. 

In Chicago, Illinois, on September 1, 1910, Mr. Wray 
married Jane Bush, who was born in Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan, May 11, 1891, daughter of George Bush (born 
in London, Ontario, Canada, April 19, 1864; died in 
1940) and Ida Gillum (born in Buck Creek, Indiana, 
March 10, 1864; died November 29, 1939). Jane Bush at— 
tended elementary school in South Bend, Indiana, and 
high school at St. Joseph, Michigan. She had a scholar- 
ship in music and had planned to enter the Chicago 
Conservatory of Music, but was married at the tender 
age of eighteen. Mrs. Wray taught music in the Holly— 
wood School of Fine Arts in Hollywood, Florida, until 
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the hurricane of 1926. Shortly after that she joined her 
husband in the developing of Flamingo Groves. They 
maintained a residence in the groves and an apartment 
at Ocean Manor on Galt Ocean Mile. 

Mr. Wray died at his summer home on Harsen’s Is- 
land, Algonac, Michigan, on July 24, 1959. Since his 
death Mrs. Wray has carried on as president of Fla- 
mingo Groves, with the help of William Wood, a nephew 
of her husband, who was coached in the citrus business 
by Mr. Wray and is manager of the groves. 

Mrs. Wray is an honorary member of the board of 
the Children’s Home Society of Florida; a past member 
of the Order of the Eastern Star, the Woman’s Club, 
and the Garden Club of Hollywood; an active member 
and past president of the Tuesday Morning Club of 
Hollywood, and a member of the Past Presidents’ As- 
sembly of the National Federation of Music Clubs, 
Miami Chapter. 


GLADYS DIXON 


Still presiding over her office in Deerfield Beach, 
Miss Gladys Dixon has been active in the real estate 
business on the Gold Coast since the early days of the 
Florida boom, and has some interesting stories to tell 
of her experiences, including how she and her girl- 
friend partner turned $250 into $25,000 overnight with- 
out even trying. 

Gladys Dixon was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, on 
September 28, 1888, daughter of Rose (Puderbaugh) 
and James A. Dixon. Her father, born October 14, 1854, 
was a drummer boy in the Civil War on the side of the 
Union. He was a mechanical engineer in Reno, Nevada, 
before his marriage, afterwards returning to Indiana as 
a machinist for Atkins Saw Works. He died in Kansas 
about 1919. Miss Dixon’s mother died in Deerfield Beach 
in March 1953. Her mother’s father was‘a Dunkard 
preacher and the first medical doctor in the state of 
Kansas. His second wife (Miss Dixon’s mother’s step- 
mother) was scalped and killed by Indians while cross- 
ing the plains of Kansas in a covered wagon. 

Miss Dixon received her early education in the public 
schools of Indianapolis and attended the University of 
Wisconsin in the class of 1916, but left in her senior 
year because of her father’s illness. She was, and is, a 
member of Pi Beta Phi sorority. 

From 1919 to 1923 Miss Dixon was head of the Phys- 
ical Education Department on the staff of Washington 
University at St. Louis, Missouri. In 1923 she was ap- 
pointed to give instructions to teachers of Red Cross 
life saving procedures for the state of Missouri, and 
during one of her classes, while heaving a body out of 
the water, strained her heart and collapsed. Ordered 
by her doctor to give up this work, she came to Palm 
Beach, Florida, as a guest of Mrs. Lew Tuller, owner of 
the Tuller Hotel in Detroit, who was a friend of hers. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tuller had a winter home at Palm Beach. 
Miss Dixon says that the first time she heard the wind 
in the palm trees she was sold on Florida. 

As it was at the beginning of the boom, she, like 
everyone else, became interested in real estate, and 
with a friend, Josephine MacKercher, went into busi- 
ness under the name of Gold Coast Real Estate; Miss 
Dixon being the president and Miss MacKercher the 
secretary and treasurer. Their office was on South Olive 
Street, West Palm Beach, next door to the present Post 
Office building. 

One afternoon the girls were sitting in their office 


when a friend, Victor Moore, came in and told them 
that a “Big Story” was breaking in the paper the next 
morning about a new development called Boca Raton— 
the Addison Mizner development—and that if they had 
any money they had better get there and grab whatever 
they could get hold of. Next morning there was the 
story in the paper, just as Vic Moore had said. So with 
their entire capital of $250 the girls rushed down there 
and found the only real estate man there, whose office 
was in his home. He had just twelve lots left. They put 
up their $250 on an option on all twelve, and went home 
happy. The lots were near the present layout of the 
golf course and were very desirable. Two days later a 
map came out in the newspaper showing the plots and 
their buyers, and there were the twelve lots marked 
sold—to someone else! They rushed to the office with 
their option papers and presented them to Mr. Fryhof- 
fer, general sales manager for the Mizner Corporation. 
The engineer had neglected to mark the lots on the map 
as sold, and so they had been sold again—for $25,000! 
Without ado Mr. Fryhoffer handed the girls a check 
for $25,000. Miss Dixon was so excited that she had to 
sit on the curb a while before she could drive the car 
home. 

Another time a man walked into their office and 
asked if they had any land at a place near Fort Lauder- 
dale where there was some talk of a port being devel- 
oped—now Port Everglades. Miss Dixon said she had 
about fifteen acres, but that it was all mangrove swamp. 
He said he would like to see it. She took him down and 
he bought it for $15,000. Today it is worth at least 
$350,000. 


Then there is the one that got away. The girls sent 
their salesman, Chester Darby, to Chicago to close a 
deal with a syndicate on the sale of all of Collier 
County at $2.50 an acre. It didn’t materialize. 


In 1938 the Beach House Inn was operated on shares 
by Miss Dixon and the owner. Located on the ocean at 
Boca Raton, it was the only restaurant on the water- 
front between West Palm Beach and Fort Lauderdale. 
It had some living quarters and a few famous people 
stayed there at different times. One was Dr. Arthur 
Compton and his wife. Dr. Compton was on the staff of 
Washington University at the time when Miss Dixon 
was there, and it was through this acquaintance that he 
came to Boca Raton to do research on the cosmic rays. 
He stated at that time that the finest location on the 
entire East Coast for studying the cosmic rays was 
there at the Beach House Inn at Boca Raton. James 
Reston, Washington correspondent for NBC and 
Pulitzer prize winner, who was in London during the 
Blitz, came to Beach House Inn to recuperate after re- 
turning from London. During the war a few officers 
lived there. The Inn was famous for its food. 


Miss Dixon organized and was president of the first 
Ocean Beach Association, which covered the territory 
from Boynton to Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, its purpose 
being to control the rentals of two or more units be- 
tween the Florida Intercoastal Waterway and the ocean 
for housing the military personnel of the Boca Raton 
Airfield, where at one time during World War II there 
were 30,000 people. Miss Dixon personally took charge 
of this matter, and it was from this voluntary contri- 
bution to the war effort that she got her start after the 
war in selling property to military personnel and their 
families who had been stationed in this area. 

When, in 1945, the highway from Boca Raton to Fort 
Lauderdale was being widened by the Brinsen Con- 
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struction Company of Tampa, the engineers came to 
Miss Dixon’s office to locate homes for their men. The 
next day the head engineer said that he needed a ten- 
acre tract of land to get “fill” for the new lane. They 
had tested the soil on the farm lands between Deerfield 
and Pompano, and it would not do. The land from the 
Federal Highway to the Intercoastal Waterway near 
Pompano was owned by four people: M. G. Schickman, 
H. J. Cope, C. D. Rodes, and Miss Dixon, who owned 
twenty acres. She suggested that the engineers dig a 
“ditch” here. They did and found that the soil was all 
right. An agreement was made whereby the construc- 
tion company should keep the soil and the four owners 
keep the canal. The contract was for a canal 130 feet 
wide, six feet deep, and with a two to one slope. They 
got a permit from the War Department to put the canal 
through, and the four owners agreed to sell the adjacent 
property for residential use only. This was the first 
finger canal developed in Broward County and has 
been followed by many developers today with water- 
front canals providing the home owners with the un- 
usual advantage of private docking for their boats in 
their front yard. 


Miss Dixon’s pride and joy, which she still drives, is 
an open air “hot rod” job which she used to show 
acreage, farm and ranch lands in the 40’s. She sold all 
of Hillsboro and Santa Maria harbors, which are now 
Pompano’s finest residential subdivision. One of her 
first contributions as a developer was the first sub- 
division of Deerfield Beach, known as Pirate’s Cove; 
also Caliban Ridge in Pompano Beach. At the present 
time she is contemplating a marina in this area to ac- 


~ commodate 300 boats. 


Miss Dixon has always taken an active part in civic 
affairs. In St. Louis in 1917-18 she was in the American 
Red Cross Ambulance Corps Service and had been as- 
signed for overseas duty just as peace was declared. 
While attending the University of Wisconsin she or- 
ganized and conducted the first Camp Panhellenic for 
college and professional women at Washington Island, 
Wisconsin. She ran for the City Council in Boca Raton 
during the war, but was not elected. She has been a 
director of the Chamber of Commerce in Deerfield 
Beach for two years and is a past director of the Board 
of Realtors of Pompano Beach. She is now in her sec- 
ond year as Vice President of the Soroptimist Club and 
is a member of the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club and the Woman’s Club, both of Deerfield Beach. 
She attends the Christian Science Church of Delray 
Beach but is not a member. 


EVA ANNE BRYAN OLIVER 


One of Fort Lauderdale’s first citizens in more than 
one sense, Mrs. Eva Bryan Oliver was among the 
pioneer settlers of that city. When she came there in 
1900 the only buildings were the Stranahan camp and 
Mrs. Brickell’s two houses, just south of where the 
Federal highway bridge formerly stood, which were 
used for overnight stops by passengers in wagon trains. 

Mrs. Oliver was the first white girl to be married in 
Fort Lauderdale; the first woman to drive a car in 
South Florida, and she thinks possibly in the state; 
the first president of Fort Lauderdale Woman’s Club, 
of which she is now a life member; and one of the 


first members of the Garden Club and the Baptist 


Church, of which her sister, Susie Craig, was a charter 
member. (She is also a member of the Gold Star 


Mothers and the Disabled American Veterans Auxil- 
iary, Frank R. Oliver, Jr. Unit No. 40.) She was the 
first to be baptized in New River and she and Mr. 
Oliver gave land to the Baptist Church which later 
sold for approximately $65,000, and is the present site 
of the First National Bank. They also gave Wall Street 
to the city. - 

Mrs. Oliver was chairman of the committee that 
named Port Everglades, formerly called Lake Mabel. 
She won a prize from Robert Ripley with the legend 
of New River, and a picture of the river scene was 
printed in 171 American papers and 32 foreign papers. 
She has kept complete and authentic scrapbooks con- 
cerning events in the city’s history and has written 
two histories which were printed in local newspapers. 

Eva Anne Bryan was born near Jasper, Florida, on 
the Suwannee River January 1, 1883. Her mother, 
Elizabeth Willis, born March 3, 1862, in South Georgia, 
died May 10, 1928. Her father, Louis Henry Bryan, 
born in North Florida in 1860, died in 1916. A farmer 
in North Florida, he first came to Fort Lauderdale in 
1895 to help build ten miles of Flagler’s railroad south 
of New River, and returned to New Smyrna, where 
his home was at the time. He came back a few years 
later and built the first home for his daughter Eva and 
her husband. 


Eva Bryan attended school in Glen Coe near New 
Smyrna. Her sister, Susie M. Craig, had come to Fort 
Lauderdale in 1898. She worked with Frank Stranahan 
in the post office and was post mistress from 1911 to 
1922. In 1900 Eva came to visit her sister in Fort Lau- 
derdale. She stayed to pack tomatoes and made enough 
money to bring her family down. She also met her 
future husband, Frank Roberts Oliver, the second 
white man to settle in Fort Lauderdale. His story fol- 
lows in a separate sketch. 

When Eva Bryan married Frank Oliver on January 
20, 1902, she was the first white bride in Fort Lauder- 
dale. The wedding party went up the river by boat to 
the North Fork, where Captain W. C. Valentine, the 
Justice of the Peace and city’s first postmaster, lived. 
They fastened the boat and stood while the Justice, 
seated on the dock, performed the ceremony. 

Their first home was the four-room house with a 
hardwood floor built by Mrs. Oliver’s father. It still 
stands, removed a half block from its orisinal site on 
Northeast First Avenue along the river. They bought 
their meat from the Indians who came down the river 
in canoes, and had to cook it immediately, since there 
was no ice to keep it. There was no dearth of vege- 
tables, especially tomatoes. They had to pick them for 
fear they would spoil, then pack them to be shipped 
north. Mrs. Oliver picked and packed so many to- 
matoes that to this day she can’t bear them in any 
form whatever. They had a cow and chickens, so there 
was plenty of fresh milk and eggs. Their fish came 
straight out of the river or the ocean to their table. 
Most of the children were healthy, or at least they 
lived to grow up. 

Their social life was on a different scale from today’s. 
There were plenty of dances and church socials and 
suppers. A favorite recreation for young pioneer cou- 
ples was attending river parties at Frank Stranahan’s 
place. In the pioneer community there were never 
enough girls to go around, so a “wallflower” was un- 
heard of, and so, practically, was an old maid. Square 
dancing, waltzes and polkas were the most popular 
forms of the dance. Swimming parties were all the 
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THE EAST COAST OF "FT ORTD A 


rage, but the ladies had to wear stockings and corsets 
under their suits with the knee-length skirts. 

Doctors, trained nurses, and undertakers were scarce. 
They had midwives, and everyone had to learn First 
Aid in a big way, only they didn’t call it that. Mrs. 
Oliver had the sad duty of laying out the first woman 
to die in the community, a Mrs. William Powers. 

The Oliver children, like all others of their vintage 
in Fort Lauderdale, went to the one-room schoolhouse 
presided over by Mrs. Frank Stranahan. There were 
five of them: 

1. Margaret, now Mrs. Crews, born November 24, 
1902, was the first white girl to be born in Fort Lau- 
derdale. 

2. Louis Bryan Oliver married Ruth Fisher and they 
live in New Jersey. 

3. Joe B. Oliver married Vera Saxon and they live 
in Fort Lauderdale. Their two daughters, Jo Ann and 
Joyce, are rmnarried and have three children each. 

4. Frank R. Oliver, Jr., was killed in action in World 
War II. The local chapter of the Disabled American 
Veterans was named for him. He was married and had 
three daughters: Grace, Francine and Marjorie Ann. 

5. James C. Oliver, formerly a Miami businessman 
associated with the University of Miami, now in Mexico 
City, married Evelyn Holmes and has two boys: James 
C., Jr., and Clifton H. 


Margaret Oliver Crews was educated through the 
eighth grade in Fort Lauderdale, then attended the 
Cathedral School, a private boarding school for girls 
in Orlando, from which she graduated. She first worked 
in Oliver Brothers department store, owned by her 
father and uncles. In 1927 she went to work in the 
courthouse and, except for about three years in the 
service in World War II, has been there ever since. For- 
merly in the Assessor’s office, she has been in the Tax 
Collector’s office since her return from the,Army. 


As a member of the Woman’s Army Corps, she had 
the rank of Technical Sergeant on discharge. She 
served in the 107th WAC Detachment, stationed in San 
Francisco, California, and was awarded the United 
States Army Commendation Ribbon for outstanding 
service by maintaining the continued efficient opera- 
tion of her section through unselfish devotion to duty. 
She is a member of the American Legion, William C. 
Morris Post #36 of Fort Lauderdale, and of the Dis- 
abled American Veterans, Frank R. Oliver, Jr. Aux- 
iliary No. 40. 


Other members of Mrs. Oliver’s family who were 
connected with the civic life of Fort Lauderdale were 
her two brothers, Paul C. Bryan, who was Sheriff, and 
Morgan Bryan, who was a police officer; also a sister, 
Mrs. Clifford Bryan Hooper, who was employed in the 
Tax Collector’s office approximately eleven years. 

Now 77 years old, Mrs. Oliver used to say: “The best 
way to renew your youth is never to let it go in the 
first place. Keep going!” That is her advice to old peo- 
ple—keep going as long as possible. Her son James 
once said of her, “Mother will never retire as long as 
there is a human being left who needs a listening ear 
or a helping hand. She takes care of more people than 
a professional organization; is on the go from morning 
till night, just helping people out, seeing they get 
enough to eat, the proper clothes, or, what is often just 
as important, someone to listen to their troubles. Dur- 
ing the depression she took over whole families to 
feed and get jobs for. And it isn’t only what she does 
—it’s her personality. She puts heart into people.” 


A wonderful tribute! Since her illness in 1956, how- 
ever, she has been forced to retire. 


FRANK ROBERTS OLIVER 


During his more than forty years in Fort Lauderdale 
Frank Roberts Oliver, the second white man to settle 
in that community, was a prominent citizen and one 
who was instrumental in the growth of the city. He 
served as a city commissioner when the territory was 
still a part of Dade County, also on the county com- 
mission; and was the first president of the city’s first 
bank, the Fort Lauderdale State Bank. He built the 
Keystone Hotel, the first hotel east of the Florida East 
Coast Railroad. His last public service was as superin- 
tendent of the county prison, which position he held 
until he withdrew from public life. 

Frank Roberts Oliver was born at Mount Olive, 
North Carolina, April 30, 1870, son of Joseph and Eliza- 
beth (Nunn) Oliver. His father had served in the Con- 
federate Army in the Civil War as a Second Lieu- 
tenant in Company E, Twentieth North Carolina Regi- 
ment. 

Frank Oliver came to Fort Lauderdale before the 
turn of the century and with Frank Stranahan, the 
first settler, who is known as the founder of Fort Lau- 
derdale, formed one of the earliest business partner- 
ships there, Stranahan and Company. In 1912 this 
became Oliver Brothers, when Mr. Stranahan sold the 
business to Frank Oliver and his two brothers, David 
D. Oliver and James N. Oliver. This business, which 
was a department store, was sold in 1923 and the South 
Florida Builders Supply Company, now Peninsular 
Supply Company, a wholesale plumbing and building 
supply business, was organized to take its place. Frank 
Oliver was president of this firm until his retirement 
in October, 1939, due to ill health. He died April 26, 
1940. 

Frank R. Oliver married Eva A. Bryan on January 
20, 1902, and they had five children. (See accompany- 
ing sketch of Mrs. Oliver.) In the early days he de- 
voted much time to farming in the New River area 
west of town. A member of the local Masonic lodge, 
he was given a Masonic funeral and was buried in 
Evergreen Cemetery. 


BURNHAM GRAY KNIGHT 


Running charter fishing boats has been the life of 
Captain Burnham Gray Knight of Pompano Beach, 
who started as a fishing guide at the age of eleven and 
took out his first charter boat when he was twelve. 
For several years he had to take his father along as 
first mate because he was too young for a captain’s 
license. 

Three generations of lighthouse keepers make up 
the background of Captain Burnham Knight. His great- 
grandfather, Captain Mills Olcott Burnham, came to 
Florida in 1837 and in 1853 became keeper of the light 
at Cape Canaveral. He was succeeded in that position 
of trust by his son and grandson. Burnham's father was 
keeper at Cape Canaveral, starting as assistant in 1898, 
until July 1911, when he became keeper at Hillsboro. 
From April to October 1919 he was keeper at Jupiter, 
returning to Hillsboro to remain there until his death 
in 1938. 

Son of Thomas and Fanny Gray Knight, Burnham 
Gray Knight was born at Titusville September 1, 1903. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Both his parents were born in Brevard County, Flor- 
ida, in 1879. His mother died in 1935, his father in 1938. 
Burnham had his earliest schooling in Titusville and 
continued his education at the Hillsboro lighthouse 
school provided by the federal government. 

In 1914 he started out as a fishing guide at Hillsboro 
Inlet with one row boat, taking one passenger, and 
worked up to a small inboard skiff holding four. He 
took his first charter boat out in 1915 and, as already 
stated, had to take his father along to cover the law. 
By 1930 he had five charter boats, each holding six 
passengers. Leasing a basin in Boca Raton Inlet, he 
operated there until the second year of World War II, 
when, due to the wartime restriction of charterboat 
gas, he had to discontinue this occupation and went 
into commercial fishing. From then until 1952 he op- 
erated a fish and poultry market in Pompano and 
Deerfield. With one charter boat, the Shirley Jane, 
holding six passengers, he returned to Lighthouse 
Yacht Basin in Pompano in 1952. 

Charterboating today is much different from what 
it was in Captain Knight’s early days, when gas had 
to be hauled from the old town of Pompano in five- 
gallon cans and loaded by hand, and ice was picked 
up when the ice man happened to be around just be- 
fore each cruise. Bait, too, was a problem. Before each 
charter trip Burnham had to hunt the flats with a 
casting net for mullet to use as bait. Still, he made 
more money in those days at $20 a charter than he 
does now. If he sailed two or three times a week, it 
was big business, and if he got a full week’s charter 
he used to talk about retiring. Today if he misses two 
days he starts talking about the Poor House. 

Fishing in the early days was fantastic. It was simply 
a matter of catching as many as your boat could safely 
hold, and letting the rest go for another day. No one 
would have believed then that South Florjda’s offshore 
waters could ever become fished out, but they have. 
Nowadays there are more boats operating in these 
waters than were in existence throughout the entire 
country back in 1915, and they are better boats with 
better gear for catching fish. But the Captain tells 
about a blind man he used to take out who brought 
in as many big ones as anyone, using a piece of rope 
with a hook on the end for bait. Like most people with 
a handicap, he made better use of other parts of his 


body. With him his wrists were his eyes. He’d throw | 


the rope in the water and make it act like a fish by 
the movement of his wrist, and the big game fish 
gobbled it up. 

From 1935 to 1942 during the summers Captain 
Knight was captain of a private yacht in Long Island, 
New York. When the owner of the yacht died, he went 
to the White Mountains of New Hampshire as a hotel 
engineer during the summer. Each year now he and 
Mrs. Knight take the Stormer IV, owned by William 
H. Peckham of West Point, New York, back to New 
York for Mr. Peckham, usually taking ten days for the 
trip. 

Mrs. Knight used to have her own boat and take 
friends out in it. The second day she took it out she 
caught enough fish to pay for the boat. In 1954 she 
bought the dog, “Snafu,” now nine years old, for $5.00. 
After her first time out with the Captain on his fishing 
boat, she became the mascot of the boat and now rides 
with the Captain on the flying bridge, keeping a look- 
out for fish. The passengers wait for her signal. Light- 
houses have more than the ordinary romantic appeal 


for Mrs. Knight, for it was in a lighthouse that her 
husband proposed to her. 

Daughter of William Morton Dowling and Nancy 
Ovellie Rowell, both natives of South Georgia, Minnie 
Mae Dowling was born in Ware County, Georgia, Sep- 
tember 15, 1909. She came to Florida as a child to live 
with a married sister and, living in the neighborhood, 
attended the lighthouse school at Hillsboro with the 
Knight children. She and Captain Knight were married 
in Fort Lauderdale August 4, 1927. They have three 
children: 

1. William Thomas, born in Pompano Beach May 26, 
1929. 

2. Shirley Mae, born in Pompano Beach April 6, 1932. 

3. Linda Jane, born in Lake Worth August 3, 1947. 

William served in the Navy in the Korean War and 
after his discharge in 1952 joined his father on the 
boat, alternating as captain. He married Margaret Car- 
ter of Charleston, South Carolina, and they have three 
children: Cindy Lynn, born January 14, 1954, and twins, 
Bruce Duane and Douglas William, born September 
14, 1955. Shirley Mae Knight married Theodore Bos- 
tick Revell, born in Tallahassee, and they have one 
child, Kelley Linn, born in Pompano Beach September 
26, 1959. 

Captain Burnham G. Knight is a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce and the First Methodist Church 
of Pompano Beach. On January 6, 1959, he was pre- 
sented with an award as “outstanding conservationist” 
from the Florida Wildlife Federation, sponsored by the 
Sears Roebuck Foundation, for having released over 
175 sailfish during the year 1958. 


MARY ELLA KNIGHT VOSS 


A large share of the history of the East Coast of 
Florida is woven into the life of Mary Ella Knight 
Voss (Mrs. Fred C. Voss, Jr., of Fort Lauderdale) 
from the two converging and intermingling sources of 
her own family, the Knights, and that of her husband, 
the Voss family. 

She was born at Titusville June 12, 1910, daughter 
of Captain Thomas and Fannie Gray Knight, both na- 
tives of Brevard County, Florida. Born at Mims, Au- 
gust 17, 1879, her mother died May 31, 1935. Her 
father was born November 13, 1879, at Titusville, Flor- 
ida, and died February 8, 1938. 

Captain Thomas Knight, representing the third gen- 
eration of lighthouse keepers in his family, came of 
some of the oldest stock on the East Coast, being a 
grandson of Captain Mills Olcott Burnham, a Vermont 
Yankee, who came to Duval County in 1837. A power- 
ful man, he was made sheriff of Duval County which 
had just been organized, and later was sent to the 
Legislature. In 1842 he joined the Indian River colony 
of homesteaders who took advantage of the Armed 
Occupation Act to secure property on the Indian River 
centering at Fort Capron, now Fort Pierce. This colony 
included John Hutchinson, an Augusta carpenter, for 
whom Hutchinson Island was named, and Ossian B. 
Hart, a later Governor of Florida. 

In 1853 Burnham was named keeper at Cape Canav- 
eral lighthouse, a brick tower built six years earlier. 
At the outbreak of the Civil War Captain Burnham, 
obeying orders, dismantled his equipment, boxed it 
carefully and buried it in his orange grove. During 
the war the lighthouse was pillaged by renegades who 
smashed everything and drank the alcohol in which 
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Burnham had preserved rare fish. After the war, in 
1866, an improved lens and mechanism was installed 
in the lighthouse, and in 1892, when the sea had eaten 
to within a few feet of the old tower, a new lighthouse 
was built. Captain Burnham continued as keeper until 
his death in 1886. 

His grandson, Mary Ella’s father, Captain Thomas 
Knight, became assistant lighthouse keeper in 1898, when 
he was nineteen. His father, who also had been keeper 
of the light died when Thomas was thirteen. Cap- 
tain Thomas Knight was the keeper at Cape Canaveral 
until 1911, and for the remaining twenty-two years of 
his life, excepting about six months at Jupiter light, 
was lighthouse keeper at Hillsboro Inlet. He belonged 
to the fraternal order of Woodmen of the World. 


Mary Ella Knight was a year old when her father 
became keeper of the Hillsboro lighthouse, and she got 
her entire schooling at the lighthouse school which the 
federal government set up for children of the light- 
house keeper and a few local people. A minimum of 
nine students was required by Washington. A store- 
house became the school room; desks and benches were 
handmade at the light, and Emma Huff was brought 
down from Indiana to teach the children. Mary Ella 
Knight and Minnie Dowling, who later became Mrs. 
Burnham Knight, were the only two graduates in their 
eighth grade class. 


The light burned kerosene when Mary Knight Voss 
first remembers it, and was revolved by a clockwork 
mechanism which had to be rewound every hour, 
forcing an around-the-clock watch. Once a year the 
supply ship Cypress would anchor offshore and lighter 
in a year’s stock, including a new medicine chest. 
When Mary Ella was six the four-masted schooner 
Alice Holbrook, with a load of cement, got too close 
in, piled up on the reef and broke up. Captain Ellis 
stayed with the Knights for weeks, hoping to salvage 
his ship. He was lost at sea on another voyage. Burn- 
ham Knight, Mary Ella’s brother, used to dip the 
lighthous flag to passing ships and was answered by 
the more courteous ones with a blast of the whistle. 

The children took shells for granted, collecting them 
only to sell to the tourists who made their way to the 
lighthouse. They kept their shells on display and ac- 
cepted whatever the visitors chose to offer. In the fall 
rains alligators, moccasins and water hyacinths poured 
down the Hillsboro Canal into the inlet. The salt water 
blinded the ’gators and snakes, but the ’gators sense of 
smell remained acute, and if they got a whiff of you 
they let you know it. Sea turtles went unmolested for 
lack of a market; except to gather their eggs for tur- 
tle-egg pancakes, a specialty of Captain Tom Knight 
and his brother, Captain Eugene Knight. In the hurri- 
cane of 1926 a boathouse, marine railway and pier on 
the south side of the light were swept away. 


In the 1930’s, when Captain Burnham Knight had a 
number of charter boats at Boca Raton, Frederick 
Christian Voss, Jr., of Hypoluxo came down to skipper 
one of them, and so met Mary Ella Knight. Son of Fred 
C. Voss, Sr., and Lillie Pierce Voss, he was born at 
Hypoluxo December 24, 1909. His mother, born in 1876, 
was the first white girl born in Palm Beach County, 
then part of Dade County. Her father, H. D. Pierce, 
homesteaded Hypoluxo Island in 1873 and was post- 
master there for a good many years. His son, Charles, 
was one of the “barefoot mailmen” who completed the 
contract of Ed Hamilton, who lost his life in the service. 
(For the life of Fred C. Voss, Sr., see separate sketch.) 
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Fred C. Voss, Jr., worked for a couple of years on 
steamers in the Great Lakes, Returning to Florida in 
1937, he entered the charter fishing boat business with 
Captain Burnham Knight, running one of his boats for 
a year or two, then bought his own charter fishing 
boat which he still operates. 

Mary Ella Knight married Frederick C. Voss, Jr., in 
Fort Lauderdale on July 17, 1937. They have two chil- 
dren, both born in Fort Lauderdale: Marcia Ann, on 
February 13, 1944; Sheldon Walter, on August 16, 1950. 


FREDERICK CHRISTIAN VOSS, SR. 


At the time of his death, on November 24, 1957, at 
the age of 92, Frederick C. Voss, Sr., of Hypoluxo was 
the oldest pioneer of the Lake Worth area. At 90 he 
drove his own car, ran a tractor, planted his garden 
and was generally active and ambitious. 

Born at Bath, Maine, February 28, 1865, he learned 
the machinist trade at Bath Iron Works, one of the 
biggest shipbuilding companies in the United States at 
that time, and was an engineer on tugs running on 
the Kennebec River. He also sailed in the West Indies 
trade on a four-masted schooner. 

In 1884 he came to Florida for his health and took 
a job as engineer on a steamer plying the St. Johns 
River. From there he came to Lake Worth, as the area 
from Palm Beach to Boynton Beach was then known. 
During the winters he served as engineer on the steam- 
er Lake Worth, the first on the lake, and later on the 
Hypoluxo, which carried the mail from Juno to Hypo- 
luxo. During the summers he returned to Maine and 
worked on tugboats. 

He owned the first charter boat, the Victor, which ran 
out of Palm Beach and was built by Captain Rose of 
Titusville. In 1895 he carried two visitors on the Victor 
down the canal to what is now Boynton Beach. It was 
the original survey by Major Boynton and Colonel Lin- 
ton of Michigan, the former the founder of the town of 
Boynton and the latter the developer of the area now 
known as Delray Beach. 

During the building of the overseas extension to Key 
West he was engineer on the steamboat, Wanderer, and 
went through the great hurricane of 1906. For some 
years he was chief engineer on lake, bay and sound 
steamers in Florida waters and on the St. Lawrence 
River. 

In 1924, with Captain Walter Moore, his wife’s cous- 
in, he built the yacht Donnygill on the old Voss home- 
stead at Bath, Maine, and brought it to Florida. .The 
boat was named for Moore’s son, Donald, and Voss’s 
son, Gilbert. For some years it was chartered winters 
at Palm Beach and Miami, and summers at Port Wash- 
ington, Long Island, New York. 

In 1930 Mr. Voss returned to farming his property at 
Hypoluxo. He had one of the first dairies in Palm 
Beach County, one of the first fruit groves, noted for 
its special varieties, and at one time had the largest 
banana grove in this area, supplying Palm Beach and 
Lake Worth. 

Mr. Voss was a charter member and past president 
of Lake Worth Pioneers Association, Inc., which in- 
cludes the area from Indian River to Biscayne Bay. 
An active member of Boynton Methodist Church since 
1912, he served as a trustee and steward for many 
years, and was also a trustee of the School Board. 

On May 12, 1894, he married Lillie E. Pierce, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Pierce, pioneer settlers of 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Hypoluxo, and the first baby girl whose birth is re- 
corded in the Palm Beach area. In 1898 Mr. Voss bought 
the property at Hypoluxo where he lived the rest of 
his life and raised his five children, fours sons and a 
daughter. They are: 

1. Lillian Frederica, Mrs. Harvey E. Oyer, Sr., of 
Boynton, born October 27, 1896. 

2. Rev. Charles Hannibal Voss, minister of West 
Palm Beach and treasurer of the Methodist Florida 
Conference, born December 29, 1900. 

3. Capt. Frederick C. Voss, Jr. of Fort Lauderdale, 
born December 24, 1909. 

4. Capt. Walter Reginald Voss of Fort Lauderdale, 
born August 16, 1915. 

5. Dr. Gilbert Lincoln Voss of Miami and the Uni- 
versity of Miami Marine Laboratory, born February 
12, 1918. 

Mrs. Lillie Pierce Voss, widow of Fred C. Voss, Sr., 
is a source of much valuable historical information on 
the southeast coast of Florida. In a write-up in the 
Lake Worth Herald of April 20, 1944, she gave a history 
of the postal service of this area. 

Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Pierce, set out down 
the Illinois River three weeks after the great Chicago 
fire in the fall of 1871, Florida-bound. They sailed 
into the Gulf and at Cedar Key, taking the advice of 
old settlers at the approach of the hurricane season, 
disposed of their boat and came overland by train to 
Jacksonville, where they stayed about three months. 


From there they sailed to Enterprise by the steamer 


Volusia, then traveled by ox cart to Titusville and 
after a stop of a few weeks went on to Ankona, where 
they intended to stay, but were driven out by swarms 
of mosquitoes and a fire in which they lost all their 
possessions. Captain James Armour, keeper of the Ju- 
piter lighthouse, came and brought them to Jupiter, 
where they remained for one year. Finally, in the fall 
of 1873, they arrived in Lake Worth and homesteaded 
on Hypoluxo Island. They brought along their young 
son, Charlie. The only other inhabitant of the area at 
the time was Charlie Moore, a beachcomber who lived 
in a shanty at the upper end of the lake. 

Lillie Pierce was born August 15, 1876, at the Orange 
Grove House of Refute at what is now Delray Beach. 
For two years her father was keeper of the House of 
Refuge at Biscayne, now Miami Beach. In those early 
days her family often went weeks without seeing any 
other folks. The earliest settler of whom she ever heard 
was a man named Lang who lived on the lake in the 
60’s during the Civil War and established a homestead 
on the east shore about where the Episcopal Church, 
Bethesda-by-the-Sea, in Palm Beach, now stands. He 
had departed when her folks arrived. 

Sometime in the late 60’s there was a man named 
Long John who carried mail from St. Augustine to 
Miami, then called Fort Dallas. He walked by night 
and hid from the Indians in the daytime. She heard 
that he sometimes reposed in a cave on the ocean 
beach some two miles south of Boynton Beach. There 
were remains of fires in the cave in 1873. He died on 
Biscayne Bay in 1877, when there was probably no one 
living between Jupiter Light and Fort Dallas, unless 
it was at Fort Lauderdale, where there was a family 
at an early date. At that time there were numerous 
bears roaming in the woods in this region. 

When the Pierces came to Lake Worth the nearest 
post office was at St. Lucie. Once a week the mail 
came down by sail from Sand Point (Titusville) to St. 
Lucie. In 1878 the people petitioned the government 


for a route from St. Lucie to Lake Worth. V. O. Spen- 
cer was appointed first postmaster and the post office 
was in his home until it was moved to the Hendrick- 
son store on the east side of the lake about two miles 
north of Royal Park bridge in West Palm Beach. The 
first carrier of the mail from St. Lucie to Lake Worth 
was Ed Caperon, who sailed down as far as Jupiter, 
then walked the beach for eight miles south, where he 
could go through a break in the ocean ridge to the lake. 
This was beyond the northern end of Munyon’s Island, 
then known as Big Pelican Island. Then he rowed five 
miles to the new post office at Lake Worth. Caperon 
carried the mail for about two years. Shortly after that, 
the mail came from Jupiter by wagon, still later by 
hack, and then by stagecoach. An early driver was 
Uncle John Clemenson who was reported at times to 
have walked ahead of his mules playing on his violin 
to break the monotony. 

When the Brelsford brothers opened a store some 
two and a half miles south of the first post office, it was 
decided that the post office should be in their store. 
The name of Palm City having been rejected by the 
Post Office Department, it was named Palm Beach, be- 
ing near the spot where the shipload of cocoanuts came 
ashore with the wreck of the bark Providencia in Feb- 
ruary of 1879. E. M. Brelsford was the first postmaster 
at Palm Beach post office, which was opened in 1885-86. 

Mrs. Voss recalls that during the 80’s the beach route 
to Miami from Palm Beach was open to bids and E. R. 
Bradley, an ex-Navy man living at Hypoluxo, was 
awarded the contract at $600 a year. Bradley and his 
oldest son, Louie, carried the mail on this route, taking 
turns each week, for nearly two years. Before this 
route was opened mail from Palm Beach to Miami 
first went up the Indian River to Titusville by steamer, 
thence to Jacksonville, by railway to Tampa, by steam- 
er to Key West, and finally by sailboat to Miami— 
practically encircling the state to go a distance of 68 
miles. Mr. Bradley bought a fast sail boat, the Rosie B., 
to carry the mail on the lake. 

The early mail carriers were hardy individuals. Ned 
Brown, Mrs. Voss recalls, who left the service and 
went to the Klondike gold rush, made the fastest walk- 
ing time through the Yukon Pass. Henry John Burk- 
hardt, another carrier, made the fastest walking iime 
from Miami to Hypoluxo, twelve hours ahead of 
schedule. 

Regarding Ed Hamilton, the “barefoot mailman” who 
lost his life at the Hillsboro Inlet, Mrs. Voss says that 
a stranger used the mail boat to cross the inlet, leaving 
it on the far shore, and Hamilton attempted to swim 
to it and either drowned cr fell a victim to alligators. 
His clothes and the mail were found hanging on the 
limb of a tree on the bank. It was against the law “or 
anyone but the mail carrier to use these boats, which 
were government property, and the man who did was 
arrested and taken to Jacksonville for trial, but even- 
tually was released. 

The Hypoluxo post office was established on the 
west side of the lake in 1886, with A. W. Garnett as the 
first postmaster. A year later it was moved across the 
lake to the Pierce home on Hypoluxo Island, and 
Charles W. Pierce, brother of Mrs. Voss, was acting 
postmaster until her father, H. D. Pierce, was appointed 
postmaster and served until his death in 1898. Charles 
Pierce later became postmaster at Boynton and held 
that office more than thirty years. The Palm Beach- 
Miami route was shortened by ten miles in 1888 when 
Hypoluxo became the northern end of the line instead 
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of Palm Beach. As it was also the southern end of the 
route going north, carriers often stayed overnight or 
over the week-end at the home of Mrs. Voss’s father. 

The Lantana post office was established about 1890, 
but before that there was a post office by the name of 
Jewell where the town of Lake Worth now stands. It 
was in the bedroom of a tiny house occupied by Sam- 
uel and Fanny James, light-colored ex-slaves, Fanny 
being part Indian. When Fanny decided to resign and 
the department failed to relieve her of her duties, she 
just bundled up the post office property and pushed 
it under the brush outdoors. Sometime later the James 
homestead was sold and a townsite named Lucerne 
established. This later became the town of Lake Worth. 

Lake Worth was named for Major General W. J. 
Worth, troop commander during the Seminole War of 
1840-41, who was a distinguished fighter both in the 
War of 1812 and the Mexican War. Hypoluxo, Mrs. 
Voss says, is an Indian name meaning “big water all 
around, no get out.” Originally, there was only a very 
small opening between Lake Worth and the ocean, 
near the present Palm Beach Inlet, and the lake sup- 
ported fresh water fish. 

About 1893 Henry M. Flagler laid out the townsite 
which became West Palm Beach and a post office was 
established there. Riviera Beach, formerly Oak Lawn, 
named for the wild oak trees along the high bluff of 
the lake, had a post office where Mrs. Allen E. Heyser 
was postmistress. 

Mrs. Voss, now 84 years old, has lived all her life in 
the Lake Worth area. Many more interesting facts 
and incidents are told in an article she wrote for the 
Lake Worth Historian in 1896, which was republished 
in the Palm Beach Post-Times of August 14, 1960. 


GILBERT LINCOLN VOSS, D.Sc. 


It is not surprising that three of the four sons of 
Frederick C. Voss, Sr., should take to the water in one 
form or another, for he spent a large part of his life 
on boats. Two of them are boat captains and a third, 
the youngest son, Dr. Gilbert Lincoln Voss, is a Marine 
Biologist, Associate Professor of Marine Biology at the 
University of Miami and Curator of the Marine Mu- 
seum. 

Born in Hypoluxo, Florida, February 12, 1918, son 
of Frederick C. and Lillie Pierce Voss, he attended the 
Hypoluxo-Lantana grammar school, graduated from 
Lake Worth High School in 1937, and from the Univer- 
sity of Miami in 1951 with a Bachelor’s degree in Sci- 
ence. Continuing at the University of Miami, he re- 
ceived a Master’s degree in Science in 1952, and, in 1956, 
at the George Washington University in Washington, 
D.C., where he spent a year in graduate study, he re- 
ceived the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 

When he finished high school Gilbert Voss joined 
the Merchant Marine, but after one year left to go 
back to charter boats, serving first as mate and then 
captain, out of Boynton, Palm Beach and Stuart. He 
also was mate on a fishing boat in Maine. In 1941 he 
enlisted in the Coast Guard and served as boatswain’s- 
mate-first-class in the Atlantic and in the Central Pa- 
cific waters in the Far East, taking part in the battles 
of Saipan and Okinawa. 

From 1945 to 1948 he worked during the winter sea- 
son for the Lake Shore Club in Hypoluxo. Entering 
the University of Miami in 1948, he began working in 
the Marine Laboratory in 1950, and has been there ever 


since. He was editor of the Bulletin of Marine Science 
of the Gulf and Caribbean from 1955-1961, and has 
written forty-odd papers on the octapus and squid and 
on the ecology of South Florida waters. The Institute 
of Marine Science of the University of Miami, founded 
by Dr. F. G. Walton Smith in 1942, has received inter- 
national recognition for its studies. 

Dr. Voss is a member of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, the Society of System- 
atic Zoology and its editorial board, the Biological 
Society of Washington, the American Malacological 
Union, the Florida Academy of Science, the Zoological 
Society of Florida (of which he served as President 
from 1960-1962), Beta Beta Beta honorary biological 
society, the Bahamas National Trust and its board of 
governors. He is listed in American Men of Science 
for 1961. 

On April 14, 1952, Dr. Voss married Nancy A. Cash- 
man of Boston, Massachusets, daughter of Annie B. An- 
nan, born in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, and Henry 
S. Cashman, a native of New Lebanon, New York. Dr. 
and Mrs, Voss have two children, both born in Miami: 
Robert S. and Linda Ann. The family are members of 
St. Brendan’s Catholic Church, Miami. 


CHARLES LEON PIERCE 


The President of the First National Bank of Fort 
Lauderdale, Charles Leon Pierce, is a son of one of the 
barefoot mailmen immortalized in the story by Theo- 
dore Pratt. But, although he was not born until 1896, 
the story of his own boyhood in Florida can match that 
of many an earlier pioneer. 

After the great Chicago fire of 1871, Hannibal Dilling- 
ham Pierce, grandfather of Charles Leon, brought his 
family from Chicago to the east coast of Florida. At 
that time Titusville was the southern outpost of civil- 
ization, with the exception of a trading post at the 
mouth of the Indian River. Hannibal Pierce was one of 
the lighthouse keepers at Jupiter light. The family 
homesteaded on an island in Lake Worth, near Hypo- 
luxo, which later became the estate of Count Balsan 
and his wife, Consuelo Vanderbilt. 

Charles William Pierce, father of Charles Leon, was 
born in Waukegan, Illinois, and grew up in the Lake 
Worth area. He became the first Postmaster of Boyn- 
ton, a position he held for thirty-six consecutive years. 
He and Andrew Garnett had gone bond for James E. 
(“Ed”) Hamilton, the original “Barefoot Mailman”, who 
lost his life at the Pompano Inlet while carrying the 
mail on foot between Palm Beach and Miami. Between 
them, Pierce and Garnett finished out Hamilton’s con- 
tract. Charles William Pierce died in July 1938. His 
wife, who was Yallahas Lizette Wallach, was born in 
Yallahs Valley, Jamaica, West Indies, and died in Feb- 
ruary 1921. 

Charles Leon Pierce, born in Boynton October 22, 
1896, was the first white child born in that community. 
As a boy he hunted and fished with Indians. He and his 
mother were shipwrecked during a hurricane in 1906 
when they were on their way to visit his father, who 
at that time was captain of a boat working on the Flor- 
ida East Coast Railroad extension to Key West. They 
were aboard the “St. Lucie,” a Mississippi River steam- 
boat, which sank after they abandoned it. During the 
calm in the center of the hurricane they got into a life- 
boat and made their way to an island, Elliott’s Key. 
After the eye of the hurricane passed, the storm be- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


came worse and the island was submerged. They had 
to take to the tree tops, where they sat about four hours 
waiting for the water to go down. For the next two 
days their only food and drink was obtained from 
cocoanuts. 

C. L. Pierce graduated from Palm Beach High School 
in 1915. While a high school student in 1913, he drove 
a seven-passenger Buick bus from Boynton to West 
Palm Beach, picking up his fellow students, and it took 
only two trips to carry all of them. One Christmas dur- 
ing his high school days he was on a hunting trip when 
he ran into John Ashley, one of the famed Ashley gang 
for whose capture there was a cash award, “dead or 
alive.” He seemed friendly to the boy and killed a wild 
turkey for him. John Ashley and his gang were wiped 
out by the sheriff and his posse nine years later. 

After high school young Pierce attended the Wharton 
School of Finance at the University of Pennsylvania, 
and while on summer vacations worked at a new bank 
which had opened in Boynton. In 1917 he entered the 
United States Navy as a bugler, and after two years 
and two days in service, all in sea duty, came out with 
the rank of Ensign. 

His banking career began in earnest in 1919 when, 
after his return from the Navy, he became assistant 
eashier at the Palm Beach Bank and Trust Company. 
In 1925 he left the field of banking and entered the real 
estate business for himself. Later he became manager 
of the Palm Beach Mercantile Company’s sporting 
goods department, and retained this connection until 
1937, when he returned to the banking business as 
assistant cashier of the First National Bank of Palm 
Beach. By 1940 he had risen to the position of vice 
president of this bank. 


In July 1942 he left his executive position in the bank 
to serve once more in the Navy. Re-entering with the 
rank of Lieutenant Commander, he was assigned as an 
executive officer to the Naval Base at Fort Lauderdale 
for the first year of the war. After that he spent two 
years in the European theater and was Loading Control 
Officer for the Invasion of Normandy. For this service 
he was decorated by the British Government with the 
“Order of the British Empire,” the medal being pre- 
sented to him on board a British sloop that was sent to 
Miami for the purpose. He also received the Bronze 
Star from the United States Government. 

Having found the Fort Lauderdale community at- 
tractive and congenial during his stay there as a naval 
officer, Mr. Pierce was glad to accept the opportunity to 
return there as president of the First National Bank of 
Fort Lauderdale, following his release from the service 
in February 1946. He is also a director of this bank, 
president and director of the Fidelity National Bank of 
Fort Lauderdale, a director of the First National Bank 
of Pompano, and a director of the Caulley Steel and 
Supply Company of Fort Lauderdale. 

In other than business organizations Mr. Pierce is a 
past president and active member of the Rotary Club 
of Fort Lauderdale, a past Commander of Palm Beach 
Post #12 of the American Legion, a Blue Lodge Mason, 
a Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity brother, a member of 
Coral Ridge Country Club and of Pier 66. He is a for- 
mer vestryman and senior warden of All Saints Epis- 
copal Church and is presently a member of St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church. 

In Savannah, Georgia, on July 15, 1920, Charles Leon 
Pierce married Margaret Augusta Collins, daughter of 
Frank O. and Theresa (Metzger) Collins, who was born 


in Minneapolis, Minnesota, February 16, 1897. They 
have two daughters: 

1. Celia Louise (Mrs. John A. Callahan), born in 
Boynton September 21, 1926, who has three children: 
Barbara, Michael, and Peggy Sue. 

2. Margaret Susanne (Mrs. Robert P. Powell), born 
in West Palm Beach February 26, 1932. She has a 
daughter, Susan R., and two sons, Sandy and Tom. 

It is to be expected that one of Mr. Pierce’s interests 
should be local history. He enjoys talking about the 
early days of the Sun Colony area, from Palm Beach to 
Miami, which he has watched grow since the days 
when his father left his footprints on the sand, literally, 
(as well as on the sands of time) carrying the mail. 


GEORGE HUGHES ARCHIBALD, JR. 


A contractor and developer in Pompano Beach and 
Deerfield Beach since the close of World War II, George 
Hughes Archibald, Jr. has been a resident of Pompano 
Beach since 1937, and is married to a daughter of one 
of the oldest families of Florida, the Allens of St. Au- 
gustine. 

Mr. Archibald was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada, August 21, 1908, son of George Hughes Archi- 
bald, Sr. and Jane (Kester) Archibald. His father was 
born at Sydney Mines, Nova Scotia, July 22, 1877, and 
died at Palm Beach, Florida, April 25, 1959. A civil and 
consulting engineer, the senior Mr. Archibaid built 
grain elevators in western Canada and also did some 
building in Florida, notably the original city hall in 
Fort Lauderdale, but was never a resident of Florida. 
He had the distinction of being in charge of the re- 
building of the City of Halifax, Nova Scotia, after that 
city was virtually destroyed by the explosion of a mu- 
nitions ship in the harbor during World War I. Mrs. 
Archibald, Sr. was born in Richmond, Virginia, Septem- 
ber 8, 1885, and now resides in Palm Beach and Prouts 
Neck, Maine. 

Educated in private schools, George H. Archibald, Jr. 
attended Trinity College School at Port Hope, Ontario, 
and graduated from the Royal Military College of Can- 
ada at Kingston, Ontario, in 1930, He was in construction 
work in Canada until 1933, when he became associated 
with the Claude Neon Advertising Company of Mon- 
treal, Canada. 

In 1937 he came to Pompano Beach, Florida, and 
managed the Kester Properties in that area. As a 
graduate of the Royal Military College of Canada, he 
held a Reserve commission as Second Lieutenant in 
the Canadian Army until he became an American citi- 
zen in 1941. During World War II he worked on the 
Atomic Energy program, and after the war returned to 
Pompano Beach to become a contractor and developer. 
He and his brother, R. L. Archibald, are the developers 
of Little Harbor on the Hillsboro, a subdivision, and 
surrounding properties. 

Mr. Archibald is vice-president of Pompano Beach 
General Contractors Association, chairman of the Gen- 
eral Contractors Examining Board of Pompano Beach, 
a director of the Pompano Beach Bank, a past chair- 
man and active member of the Pompano Beach Recrea- 
tion Board, and a member of the Second Presbyterian 
Church at Fort Lauderdale. 

At Fort Lauderdale on May 8, 1938, George Hughes 
Archibald, Jr., married Elizabeth Mary Allen, born Sep- 
tember 17, 1915, at St. Augustine, daughter of Frederick 
Stephen and Ida (Weber) Allen. Her father was born 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


at St. Augustine December 26, 1872, and died at Fort 
Lauderdale January 4, 1960; her mother, born in To- 
ledo, Ohio, August 20, 1878, died at Pompano Beach 
October 26, 1946. 

Mrs. Archibald’s father started the first freight boat 
line which served all the way from Jacksonville to Fort 
Pierce, where he built the first docks, and also ran up 
the St. Johns River from Jacksonville to Sanford. Her 
grandfather, Edward Carrington Allen, was Harbor Pi- 
lot at St. Augustine. The family goes back to the first 
Spanish settlers who came to St. Augustine with Me- 
nendez. 

In addition to her historic background, Mrs. Ar- 
chibald has the distinction of being a musician and an 
artist. Having studied under Jade Pasteur, noted art- 
ist, her style is French Impressionist. She studied mu- 
sic under Dagny Mordt, the first Norwegian grand 
opera star, and used to teach piano. In the 1930’s she 
gave piano concerts in Jacksonville and at social and 
civic club programs throughout North Florida. Sailing 
is a favorite activity of both Mr. and Mrs. Archibald. 
They also collect stamps, and he has a model railroad. 

Three sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Archibald: 

1. Allan Hughes, born March 10, 1939, at Fort Lau- 
derdale. 

2. David Livingston, born January 23, 1942, at Fort 
Lauderdale. 

3. George Frederick, born June 1, 1945, at Decatur 
Illinois. 


AUGUST HUBERT BUTTS 


An early settler in Fort Lauderdale whose agri- 
cultural efforts helped build that area into one of 
the most productive truck farming regions in the 
United States, August Hubert Butts owned a 2,000- 
acre bean farm west of Boca Raton, one of the larvest 
farms in Palm Beach and Broward counties, and also 
had citrus groves. He shipped vegetables all over the 
country and employed more than 400 persons. 

Mr. Butts was born in Sorrento, Florida, Lake 
County, August 12, 1884, son of William Peter and 
Eleanore Butts. His father was born in Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania, and in 1884 came to Sorrento, Florida, 
where he owned a brick mill and was one of the 
early citrus growers of Lake County. He died at 
Sorrento in 1896. Eleanore Butts was born at Delaware 
Water Gap, Pennsylvania, and died at Coronado 
Beach, New Smyrna, Florida, in 1918. 

August Butts attended school until his father died, 
when he was twelve years old. He worked on the 
farm and wherever work was available until he was 
eighteen. At that time, in 1902, he came to Fort 
Lauderdale, then a very small community, and 
farmed in the mucklands up the river near the 
Buena Vista area, going to and from the farms by 
boat. He rented the land at first and bought sections 
of it as he became able to do so. Due to the varying 
conditions caused by floods and droughts, the farmers 
would at times change the location of their farms. 
The hardships endured by the early farmers were 
in a large measure responsible for the drainage and 
flood control enjoyed by the farmers of today. 

Mr. Butts considered farming a challenge. He was 
one of the most respected and well-liked farmers 
in that section, where he farmed for over fifty years. 
He was a rugged individualist but friendly and 
generous when the occasion called for generosity. 


Just prior to his death he donated a valuable plot 
of land to the Presbyterian Church of Boca Raton as 
a building site for their new church. At the time of 
his death he had and was developing 150 acres of 
land in Boca Raton into a park which he was going 
to open to the public. He was a member of the First 
Methodist Church of West Palm Beach. 

The day he died (April 2, 1955), Mr. Butts was 
having his usual busy day at the farm and showing 
a friend around the farm and groves. A heart attack 
was the cause of his death. A man of the outdoors 
all his life, he had previously enjoyed perfect health, 
and in off seasons from farming would hunt and 
fish and spent much time in his boat. A fine marks- 
man, he loved hunting but at the same time had a 
deep respect for the conservation of wild life. He 
observed, and expected others to observe, the rules 
and regulations of hunting and fishing. In his youth 
he was a baseball pitcher. Before he was married he 
used to pitch in sand-lot’ baseball games in Mount 
Dora, and after coming to Fort Lauderdale pitched 
on the local teams. 

At Mount Dora, Florida, on May 23, 1905, August 
Hubert Butts married Natalie Eleanor Swanson, 
daughter of Caroline Marie (Dahlstrom) and Swan 
Swanson, both natives of Sweden. Natalie Swanson 
was born in New Sweden, Maine, September 21, 1882, 
and came to Florida with her family when she was 
two years old. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. August 
Butts: 

1. Florence Jeanette, born at Fort Lauderdale Au- 
gust 24, 1907. She married Marshall Manley DeWitt, 
a former mayor of Delray Beach, and they have one 
son, William. 

2. Clarence Edison, born at Mount Dora August 
23, 1909, died June 25, 1956. He married Jessie John- 
son of Delray Beach and they had two daughters, 
Joyce and Judith Ann. 

3. Harold Leroy, born at Dania April 15, 1912, 
married, first, Pauline Oliver, and after her death, 
Ruby Merritt. He has four children: Janet and Tom, 
whose mother was Pauline, and Barbara and Su- 
zanne, children of Ruby. After his father’s death 
Herold took over the management and is president of 
Butts Farms. 

4, Myrtle Louise, born at Mount Dora June 25, 
1918, married Thomas F. Fleming, Jr. of Bova Raton. 
They have three children, Tom, Marilyn, and Janet. 


LOUIS FREDERICK RAUTH 


They said it couldn’t be done, but Louis Rauth 
of Delray Beach did it. He is the Indiana farmer who 
pioneered the growing of vine-ripened tomatoes in 
Florida for northern markets. It had been tried be- 
fore a number of times and had failed. Rauth’s 
success is due to the development of improved varie- 
ties of tomatoes, better methods of cultivation, and 
particularly to the better methods of handling, pack- 
ing and shipping which he developed. Starting ex- 
perimentally with one acre in 1952, he has 500 acres 
in cultivation in 1961 and is shipping to all the 
larger northern cities. 

Louis Frederick Rauth was born November 14, 
1900, in Boonville, Indiana, where his parents also 
were born; his father, John George Rauth, on De- 


[504] 


ANINOL4 TO TeAc2 Team oe 


tolq situelew o bolnmeh ort 1 
cs Hote e208 Yo dowel nahh : 
o gorit ede tA dennis wom ¥ a 
jo wipe BI yriqolevebh esw bed od d@inob aid 
getter eaw of dowlw they 2 oh non 08 m bral 
iW edz to aedmom 6 2aw 3H. Siding oat of mode ot 
domo oleh te Ap dod tetbodiol 

aw 262uG oi (eel S TagA) heth of yeh wit 
uutwoda bas ov? wit te wh. yeaa, aid yoived 
usta Yieod A ,2ovomy baw oet off britoan hash o 
coltve oft to nam A «lineh a4 do. sane. al? 2ew 
laud toolbveq beyoiae yeuoiveny bad od_ stil 2id Ma 
ox tent bivow gainrist ood egoasees Be ni hus 
nt eoft A teod sid oi ottit Joga tatege ‘aa def 
cd oerit ormen aft se tod yaileud bevel of ,aaen 
bliw to aotievysenoo aiismol dosqert qoab 
lux off? .ovmedo of eredio batowdxe ‘in Boviselo 
wey 2id al ooideh baa yoitaud le acohtelige: be 
i bobtane sow of exotell -rodaitey: Hadodai « eaw orf 
vo af eit (lecdvend tol-brue af Antiq- at boew 
bum! tro" of gnhnoo wlts. bon wrott 
antes fiool sf! no 

orl jnvolh tA 
euch deol 
scllowD 6 rwiripunh 
7 odnisi votew2 Yo eovilex od Moeawe 
21 IS vatinwos? aaleM nelow?e wit ti pee hit 
pila tind yfiened watt Bhie ubixvol of risa Lita 
bin aoe owes 

tow orblide 406% 
pppeeed 

ih, oft sehen wad 110% ta smacd' ahigagal onargrialit | 
SVR att ale Nodewslt boty tng ode, . wet 2S tang 
inant fod lo sOvetd tomsxel & 
mally 902 

& seo ino ts aiod woth aocsmek? ¢ 
uy bervicsn GH 2800 2S anh bot PRAL ES 
rifmcrok erect” buat vod bis oat yank’ To. ree 
mA diibal bag woyol, 

mot youl hlowH .£ 







sf ot 


issig slekrs 


bral 
diate Daivtes 
lintl) oisetd 


wh 0OT BS val! wo 
awa ywreeall 


[ pe ede 


ued, wth fen od ot orto 


fol, sii 


SI lpA shall Jo 


igh sel weft bre jsevHO oniived srt (bertiam . 


nol bre dock sas rota sve) »edt oF orrvoM yall 
= bas. evadrall amet , ol taditom. seabw 


Atul a vgehss it aa a tuk Ww mosbliets ananz.. 
bra iqaregsiamn oft xoyo xoob blog - 


i triabteong ei 
eerie, atieel 

cS vol noth inveM 36 avo’ seived offal + 
witt-< of te  .yainth FT. cemodT beissein ALOT 
get bas ovibe, mot ,aviblico ess? eend. god? 


MPA AWAAGAAT AIOd 


heek eitint hid 
onw serrni ansihat eit) ai oH ti bib done Lama 4 
at qublamio: banogis-aniy le gniweny Sat 
~od Byit! aeed hed 1 techn mridison “oh 

‘dhwett teint bact tum eeotit lo sedition « 
ohiby Hewat to agumqolavab oft oF ditt teat 
bas ,tottevitlivo Yo ubbttion: sarted , to zolt 
~ Poeey le shadigin sufied ath r sins 
xo ROE bsqoleveh od doistw rnodde baw 
sewage GOR oul of SSCF vi 4106 sot 
ott Ho oF pai: at Bas IOEE di adh, 


wav sd tnbinos ‘it Tene’ wat | hae 


ee 


i, ote ak see 














































‘baorka: fobone a, 26d. ort Peseqalanh pe Hoe 
-bisdidotA .xoM bas 2M of ated peek ai 
-wek 110% ie WUT OL Mowe sryod eontgs 


ro'F Is, SIL ES Yxeinast ‘nod inohavi 
winooG, ja QT f ont sexed ey 


othiad ‘ Ans adh ~ <0 
errua Het yi a 
~inps svodw elabrobued 210 pate (hiae ob 
Yo ono Ofnt aon dart blisrd ta foe zt fo ett 
off ot eaolger polimal debit svik pe nent 
06.5 & ketreo ete podutt et oa 2 hea 
tastal ott Io gn0 oie Rook Yo jesw rial nasd ¢ 
ovka, bern agiteuios brawondl bre ds . 
hoqaide 91 





SESS 


we 





> 


Sala 





ES 
us 





ugusl 


“ 
ww 
ao 
— 
a 
ad 
“ 
=< 
ww 
o 
ad 
a 












as oe 






A hin poe, oe 


tag? rer P x sah hightians wes ota M 
ee de eae i See 
net Ri Pie f we! 












Jj b4 wv 
ile ack 
De testcase 


Por oh ee 








se! 


Paz a 
ea 







pe as 
Tae: <0 in 
dy ick ae 
wo en “aah Y 
a a) ee | eget 
elaniel ° gallengae e% 
(ii, aye ee eee 
jwise “*ygtla ay 

bredt sy. Aun said 

























Saye, 


Os ee 


int 


cia BPTI 


= 


PHE EAST COAST +OF “FLORIDA 


cember 16, 1859, and his mother, Barbara (Roth) 
Rauth, on November 24, 1868. His father died March 
25, 1952. He did general farming in Booneville, where 
he also had a dairy. 

After one year in high school, Louis started farming 
with his father and brother, Walter. In 1919-20 he took 
a five-month course in Agriculture at the Ohio State 
University and returned to the farm. In 1930 he took 
a veterinary course at Chattanooga, Tennessee; and 
from 1930 to 1947, seventeen consecutive years, he 
attended short courses at Purdue University, 

About 1945 he bought his father’s farm, which he 
continued to operate until 1955, when he sold it. 
Meanwhile, in 1948, he came to Florida to look 
around, travelling down the west coast and up the 
east coast. Seeing a field of red-ripe tomatoes, he 
tasted a few and found that they were much better 
tasting than the tomatoes sold in Indiana in the 
winter, which were Florida tomatoes picked green 
and ripened in storage. 

Having been told that the ripe tomatoes would not 
hold up in shipment, he went to tomato packing plants 
and watched their operations. Ripe and green to- 
matoes were picked together, put in large field 
crates to be hauled to the packing plants and run 
through the washing and grading machinery. In the 
process the ripe tomatoes got bruised. With careful 
handling, he thought, he should be able to ship ripe 
tomatoes. 

The next year he started farming in Florida in 
the winter, returning to Indiana in the summer. The 
first site he chose for his Florida farming was at 
Indiantown in Martin County, and his first crop was 
sweet corn. The next year he raised mature green 
tomatoes, peppers, lima beans, and turnips. The year 
after that he started with potatoes. It was not until 
1952 that he tried a test planting of vine-ripened 
tomatoes on one acre in Indiantown and one eigth 
of an acre at West Palm Beach. He picked them 
when they began to show pink, handled them care- 
fully and shipped them by express to his friend, 
Dick Crosset of the Crosset Company, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. They were packed in corrugated cardboard 
boxes and sold from the same boxes as shipped in, 
thus eliminating extra handling at the repacking 
plants. These tomatoes were so good in flavor and 
created such a demand that in 1953 Rauth planted 
fifty acres at Green Acres, about six miles west of 
Lake Worth. In 1954 he planted 160 acres west of 
Delray Beach, where he is still farming. 

In picking the tomatoes they are handled as gently 
as possible. The crop is harvested in metal buckets 
with sloping sides to reduce the weight pressure on 
the layers. They are washed, graded and waxed, which 
imparts a shine, shrinkage control, and gives the sur- 
face a lubrication that prevents chafing in shipment. 
There are no drops, such as in the grading rooms of 
the green tomatoes. Packed in one-layer eight-pound 
cartons as further insurance against bruising, they are 
shipped under the trade name of “Flavor Pict.” The 
whole process from picking to shipping can be done 
within a few hours. 

In addition to all the latest mechanical developments 
used on Mr. Rauth’s tomato farms, hundreds of hands 
are kept busy breaking off stems and suckers and 
re-tying the new growth of the main stem to the 
trellis. At the height of the season he uses up to 
850 employees. A large proportion of them are Puerto 


Ricans. They are preferred because they not only 
are willing workers but are easy to teach, and 
most of them have not been exposed to the cynicism 
of so many native workers, who look upon their jobs 
with contempt rather than pride. When prices are 
low. Rauth maintains his workers by providing jobs 
for them, thereby keeping his operation in readiness 
for any upward swing. 

Highly successful in his first large-scale venture 
in raising vine-ripened tomatoes, Mr. Rauth in- 
creased his acreage each year until this year of 1961 
he has 500 acres in cultivation. At the peak of the 
season he fills three to nine trucks daily from his 
packing house west of Delray Beach. Although some 
shipments are made by rail, most of the vine-ripened 
tomatoes are shipped by truck, a truckload being a 
carlot equivalent. To prevent delays on the road for 
resting, each truck has two drivers. 

Experience shows that the American public is 
willing to pay for a quality product. “There is little 
doubt that the shipping of vine-ripened tomatoes has 
become a permanent part of the industry,” said Dr. 
David Kelbert, associate horticulturist ef the Gulf 
Coast Experiment Station at Bradenton. Four years 
ago a retail merchant in Cincinnati said, “We expect 
to handle nothing but vine-ripened tomatoes from 
now on, as long as we can get them.” For the grower 
there is less cost in raising the greens, since they 
are not staked and withstand rough handling better 
than the pinks. However, the room ripening and 
repacking necessary for the greens are costly and 
time-consuming operations which the repacker must 
include in his selling price. Also, many of. the green 
tomatoes never ripen and are culled out. 

In 1956 Mr. Rauth and other “pink” tomato growers, 
representing about 5% of the Florida tomato in- 
dustry, were threatened with severe losses by a 
Federal marketing agreement adopted by the growers 
for the whole industry, whereby only U. S. Grade 
1 and 2 fruit could be shipped out of the state. Some 
of the vine-ripened fruit develops cracks in the pro- 
cess of ripening and because of this are rated as 
Grade 3 by the government inspectors, although a 
trial shipinent of this grade which the Devartment 
of Agriculture sent north arrived in perfect con- 
dition. 

As a result of Mr. Rauth’s efforts, a Federal Con- 
gressional Sub-Committee hearing in regard to the 
Florida Tomato Committee’s regulation was held at 
Clewiston on April 3, 1956. At this meeting proponents 
of the pink or vine-ripened tomatoes, headed by Mr. 
Rauth, contended that development of this phase of 
the industry had resulted in new marketing tech- 
niques, and that Committee rules and regulations 
should take this fact into consideration and not apply 
the regulation to the vine-ripened tomatoes. After 
this meeting, through Rauth’s efforts, the opposition 
group got control of the marketing agreement, making 
it inactive. 

Mr. Rauth has appeared before Rotary and Kiwanis 
Club meetings, both here and in his home town of 
Boonville, Indiana, to tell about his revolutionizing 
tomato farm operations. Appointed by Secretary of 
Agriculture Benson to the Florida Tomato Marketing 
Committee, he served three successive terms and as 
chairman. He is a member of the Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable Association, a member of the Farm Labor 
Advisory Committee of the Florida Industriel Com- 
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mission, and president of Flavor Pict Cooperative, 
which he organized in 1959. He has served as chair- 
man of the vegetable branch of the State Horti- 
cultural Society. 


The development of the vine-ripened tomato in- 
dustry in Florida is not Louis Rauth’s first note- 
worthy accomplishment. Back in 1940 on his farm 
in Indiana he invented a deep freezer in the basement 
of his home. This was before home deep freezers were 
manufactured commercially. He constructed a box 
four by nine feet, thirty-two inches deep, lined with 
sheet metal, outside which was eight inches of cork, 
then three layers of asphalt paper cemented together, 
and on the outside beaded ceiling five-eights of an 
inch thick. Instead of one or two large doors on the 
top, there were eight small hinged lids, insuring 
the minimum loss of cold air on opening. These had 
only two inches of cork; otherwise the same insu- 
lation as the walls and bottom. They were felt stripped 
and equipped with clamps for tight closing. The re- 
frigerant was circulated through 300 feet of tinned 
copper tubing, coiled around the walls on the inside. 
A thermostat maintained a temperature of 20 degrees 
below zero. The cost of the freezer was about $300. 
Electricity used average 10 to 12 kilowatt-hours a 
day, amounting to five or six dollars a month at that 
time and place. 


Mr. Rauth’s freezer was a new development in 
farm equipment and was what many farmers were 
looking for—a farm-size outfit that would process 
and store the home produced foods for family con- 
sumption. It was a step in advance of the latest 
developments at that time. Most of the agricultural 
engineers were in the “is-it-practical” stage of rea- 
soning on the subject; so, after consulting all the 
people who ought to know something about it, with 
little help, Rauth went ahead on his own theories 
and produced a very practical home freezer. Probably 
the greatest compliment he received for his inven- 
tion was a request from General Electric Company for 
information on his freezer, before they started man- 
ufacturing theirs. 


Needless to say, Mrs. Rauth was delighted with 
her husband’s invention, which eliminated the old 
time-consuming and heat-producing method of pro- 
cessing foods in canning. At the time the Rauths 
were interviewed for a write-up in a farmer’s maga- 
zine, Mrs. Rauth had 102 quarts of strawberries in the 
home-made freezer, 50 quarts of spinach, 28 pints of 
peas, some beets and some vegetable soup stock. 
Mr. Rauth had purchased half a pig and there were 
50 pounds of pork in the freezer. Beef and fryers 
were to be added later; also beans, corn, tomato pulp, 
sauerkraut, pineapple, blackberries, peaches, cher- 
ries, and (what the little Rauths liked best) 10- 
gallon cartons of ice cream were kept there. 


Mrs. Rauth is the fromer Nora Bierbaum, born in 
Wisconsin October 23, 1899, daughter of Herman H. 
and Emma (Meyer) Bierbaum, both born in Wis- 
consin in 1875; her father on October 24th and her 
mother on September 2nd. Her mother died in 1954; 
her father in 1960. Nora Bierbaum and Louis Rauth 
were married in Boonville, Indiana, August 28, 1927. 
They have four children, all born in Boonville: Glen 
Eugene on November 19, 1928; Robert George on 
May 25, 1930; Ruth Esther on March 27, 1932; and 
Marie Ida on April 22, 1936. 


Mrs. Rauth played a large part in the new ventures 
which her husband pioneered. She took an interest 
in his work and, being his secretary and treasurer, 
had a complete knowledge of the progress being made 
and always had an encouraging word. She was 
chairman of the local Home Economics Club for a 
number of years and seryed four years as chairman of 
the County Home Economics Club. She gave some 
lectures at Purdue University, and also in her home 
community, on freezing fruits and vegetables.. She 
was an outstanding cook (and still is), winning 
many ribbons on food preparations, such as her 
Angel-food cake, and won the top honors for her 
home-baked bread for many consecutive years. 
Always interested in the things that pertained to 
her family, she never let her interests stray far 
beyond that point of duty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rauth are members of the First 
Congregational United Church of Christ in Lake 
Worth and are on the Church Council. Mr. Rauth is 
chairman of the Board of Trustees. 

Glen Rauth married Betty Higgins of Silver Lake, 
Indiana, and they have three children: Carol Ann, 
Jane and Gene. Robert Rauth married Verlee Zoll 
of Tell City, Indiana, and they have four children: 
Mark, Debbie Kay, David and Daniel. Ruth Rauth 
married Donal Rusk. They have two children: Neal 
and Randy. Marie Rauth married Leonard White. 
Their three children are Dale, Darrell and Sherry 
Lee. 

Louis Rauth is president and general manager of 
Flavor Pict Cooperative and both his sons and sons- 
in-law are members. Glen is vice president and 
production manager. Bob is secretary-treasurer, chief 
accountant and packing house manager. Don Rusk is 
traffic manager, and Leonard White is personnel 
director. 


ALBERT JOHN MACHEK 


A flower grower for twenty-three years, Albert 
John Machek of Delray Beach made the first com- 
mercial sized planting of cut flowers in Palm Beach 
County while working for A. G. Pruyser, with whom 
he was connected for sixteen years. Since 1953 he 
has his own flower farm on Sims Road where he 
grows gladioli and chrysanthemums and is constantly 
experimenting with flowers. 

Albert John Machek was born in Muscatah, Illinois, 
October 7, 1918, son of Michael Joseph and Rose 
Mary (Kravanya) Machek. His father was a native 
of Zagor, Yugoslovia, where he was born September 
29, 1888. In 1923 he came from Carlinville, Illinois, 
to New Smyrna, Florida, where he farmed and owned 
a general store. Albert’s mother was born in Stone 
City, Kansas, February 5, 1895, and died in New 
Smyrna April 25, 1930. 

Al Machek graduated from New Smyrna High 
School and attended a horticultural school in Arling- 
ton, Virginia, for one year. While there he met Mr. 
Pruyser, who persuaded him to return to Florida 
and grow flowers for him. Starting in Bradenton in 
1937, Mr. Machek raised gladioli there for Mr. 
Pruyser until October, 1939, when they moved to Del- 
ray. For the first three years after coming to Delray 
they were the only commercial growers of flowers 
in Palm Beach County. During the war years 
the Pruyser farms grew 2,000 acres of vegetables 
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THESEAST COAST *OF.FGORTDA 


annually, returning to flower-growing after the war. 
Machek continued with Pruyser until 1953, when he 
went into the flower growing business for himself. 
He now has 255 acres in cultivation. 

From November to late spring most of the gladioli 
and chrysanthemums sold as cut flowers throughout 
the country come from Florida. Because of Florida’s 
climate some of Machek’s fields are planted more 
than once during the season. It takes ninety days 
from planting to cutting the bloom stalk, which is 
done as soon as they start to show color, so that the 
flower reaches its peak by the time it is in the cus- 
tomer’s hands. 


It is interesting to learn how the size, form and 
stem length of a chrysanthemum can be controlled. 
As to size and form, the three types of mums most 
widely seen—standards, disbuds, and pompons—are 
all the same plant; the difference being in the pruning. 
To produce the big standard, only one flower is 
allowed to mature; all other buds are pinched off. 
The disbud—a stalk with three stems, each producing 
a single bloom of medium size—is obtained by pinch- 
ing out the top of the young plant six inches above 
the ground. Several branches will start from this 
and three stalks with one bud each are allowed to 
mature. For the gay, bunchy pompon, the stalk is 
again pinched six inches from the ground and four 
branches with all their buds are allowed to mature. 


The stem length depends upon the amount of light 
the plant receives. Most Florida mums are grown 
under plastic cloth which gives 36% shade. As the 
stems will continue to grow as long as they receive 
sufficient light, electric lights are burned at night 
under the cloth, which keeps the insects normally 
drawn by light at night away from the plants. When 
the stems have reached the desired length the lights 
are turned off and black cloth is stretched over the 
sheds, and the plants bloom. This manipulation of 
light simulates the long days of summer and the short 
days of fall, when chrysanthemums normally bloom. 
In this way the grower is able to grow luxury stems 
regardless of season or lensth of daylight. To produce 
straight stems, wire fencing is stretched over the 
entire bed and the young plants are set out within the 
squares formed by the wires, one plant to each 
square. As the plants grow the fencing is raised by 
steps and serves to keep the plants in an upright 
position. 

Florida flower growers have a strong association. 
Mr. Machek has served as secretary-treasurer, vice 
president and president of the Florida Flower Associ- 
ation. While president he was successful in getting the 
Florida Development Commission to recognize flower 
raising as a worthy Florida industry and they are 
trying to publicize it. Flowers have become one of the 
top ten commodities produced in the state. 


Actively interested in all that concerns the general 
agricultural welfare of the county, Mr. Machek was 
president of the Palm Beach County Farm Bureau 
for three years (1948-51), and during that time was 
also State Farm Bureau director of the Sixth Con- 
gressional District. He served on the Board of Com- 
missioners of Lake Worth Drainage District, from 
West Palm Beach to Deerfield Beach, and was presi- 
dent of the District for five years, 1954 to 1959. 

He is a member of Delray Elks Lodge, the Delray 
Beach Boating and Sportman’s Club, and Lutheran 


Trinity Church. In New Smyrna he was president of 
the Sunday School of the Baptist Church in 1935-36. 

On April 28, 1938, in DeLand, Florida, Albert John 
Machek married Mary Jupinko, who was born in 
Moundsville, West Virginia, November 2, 1921, daugh- 
ter of Steve and Sophia (Shebeck) Jupinko. Her 
father, who was born in’ Austria August 8, 1894, and 
died in 1956, came to Florida in 1925 and settled at 
New Smyrna, where he farmed and raised chickens. 
Her mother was born in Poland December 12, 1902. 
Mr. and Mrs. Machek have two daughters: Marie 
Annette, born September 4, 1943, and Betty Jo, born 
October 26, 1945; both in West Palm Beach. A twin 
of Annette, Albert, died when three weeks old, 
September 24, 1943. 

Mrs. Machek is a member of the Ladies Auxiliary 
of the Lutheran Church, who takes care of the flowers 
for the church. She takes an active part in the busi- 
ness and does book work in the office. Annette and 
Betty Jo also show interest in their father’s business. 


ABEL AUGUSTUS ROUSSEAU 


An early settler of Boynton Beach, where he was a 
pioneer dairyman and truck farmer, Abel A. Rousseau 
was a native of the West Coast of Florida and a third 
generation Floridian. He was a grandson of William 
Henry Rousseau, the first State Senator from Suwan- 
nee County (1865), who organized the first Masonic 
Lodge in that county about 1827. Abel’s great grand- 
father, Jean Louis Rousseau, came with a group of 
immigrants from France to Macon, Georgia, and from 
there came to Suwannee County, Florida, where he 
married. On a return trip to France his ship was lost 
at sea. 

Born at Clearwater, Florida, April 13, 1878, Abel 
A. Rousseau was a son of John Louis Rousseau, who 
was born at Live Oak, and Dora Ann McCardle, a 
native of Milton, Florida. John Louis Rousseau was 
a civil engineer and one-time county engineer of 
Hillsborough County, as was his father, also. In fact, 
there were three generations of county engineers in 
the Roussau family—one in Pinellas County. 


Abel Rousseau grew up in Clearwater, attending 
school there. Before coming to Boynton he was master 
of a sailing vessel, hauling lumber between Tampa 
and Key West. He was thoroughly acquainted with the 
Keys and the Ten Thousand Islands. Not limiting his 
adventurous explorations to the sea, he knew all the 
trails across the state, and used to ride a horse all the 
way from Clearwater to Palm Beach County, coming 
here during the farming season. After settling in 
Boynton he took part in the construction of South 
County Road (AIA) in Palm Beach. 

Active in Freemasonry, he was the first Master 
Mason raised in the Boynton Beach Lodge, #236, 
and was twice Master of that lodge. He also was a 
member of Lake Worth Consistory. Although not a 
member, he attended the First Methodist Church of 
Boynton Beach. 

On May 24, 1908, at Boynton Beach, Abel Rousseau 
married Katherine Ford, who was born in Girard, 
Alabama, December 7, 1879, and died July 28, 1934. 
She was a daughter of Eli Ford, born at Fair Bluff, 
South Carolina, January 1, 1807, and Nancy Jane 
(Copeland), born in northern Alabama April 1, 1841, 
who died June 10, 1892. Mr. and Mrs. Abel Rousseau 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


were the parents of six children who were raised and 
educated in Boynton Beach. They are: 

1. Callie Mae Rousseau, born April 4, 1910, who 
married William Hugh Brown, who was born at 
Kings Ferry, Florida. Mr. Brown has been Chief of 
Police at Boca Raton for twenty-four years—the oldest 
in point of service in Palm Beach County. Mrs. 
Brown is a high school teacher in Delray Beach. They 
have three children: 1). Elizabeth Katherine, born in 
Boynton Beach September 30, 1934, who married 
William David Furr from Ocala. 2), William David 
Brown, born September 26, 1935, who married Eliza- 


beth Jacqueline Blalock. They have a daughter, Susan © 


Denise, born June 9, 1960, at Fort Lauderdale. 3). 
Dorothy Ellen, born February 18, 1947, at West Palm 
Beach. 

2. Jesse Ford Rousseau, born January 4, 1912, 
married Virginia Keith Powell. They live in Gaines- 
ville and have four children: 1). Daniel Ford Rousseau, 
born April 4, 1937. 2). Marilyn Keith Rosseau, born 
September 29, 1938, who married Valjean Matthew 
Haley. They have two children: Kimberly Keith Haley, 
born August 7, 1958, and Valerie Hope Haley, born 
October 24, 1959. 3). Nancy Katharine Rousseau, born 
October 1, 1942. 4). Virginia Anne, born July 3, 
1949. 

3. Mabel Claire Rousseau, born November 16, 1913, 
married John Martin Tuite of Boynton Beach. They 
have two children: 1). Frances Katherine Tuite, born 
November 29, 1943. 2). John Martin Tuite, Jr., born 
November 23, 1946. 

4. Ester Barbara Rousseau, born April 2, 1915, 
first married Richard McSweany. A child of that 
marriage, Barbara Carolyn McSweany, was born 
August 22. 1939. She married William A. Saft of 
Palm Beach County, and they have a daughter, 
Carolyn Sue, born January 31, 1960. ° 

Ester’s first husband died and she later married 
Merton Raymond McCorkle III. They have two 
children: 1). Mary Katherine McCorkle, born October 
8, 1948. 2). Merton Raymond McCorkle IV, born June 
8, 1953. 

5. Laura Katherine Rousseau, born August 9, 1917, 
married Joseph Tyler Hogan of Pompano Beach and 
Clewiston. They live in Pompano Beach and have 
three children: 1). Philip Tyler Hogan, born June 
22, 1938. 2). Annie Laurie Hogan, born September 
26, 1940, who married John Brantly. They have a 
son, John Tyler Brantly. 3). Jo Karen Hogan. 

6. John Robert Rousseau, born February 1, 1920, 
married Margaret Howarth of Dartmouth, Mass. They 
have four children: 3). Sheila Margaret, born in 
Michigan August 16, 1946. 2), John Robert Rousseau, 
Jr., born in Miami September 24, 1949. 3). James 
Lawrence Rousseau, born in Miami December 9, 
1950. 4). Christine Ann, born in West Palm Beach 
September 25, 1958. Dr. John Robert Rousseau is a 
veterinarian in Boynton Beach. 

Abel Augustus Rousseau died in Boynton Beach at 
the age of eighty-two, on September 20, 1960, and was 
buried with Masonic rites in Boynton Beach Me- 


morial Park Cemetery. 


MARCUS AESCHYLUS WEAVER 


The founder of one of the oldest and largest dairies 
in South Florida, which is still operated by the same 
family, Marcus A. Weaver has been called the father 


of the dairy business in Palm Beach County. He was 
active in organizing the Florida Milk Commission and 
was one of the first presidents of the Florida Dairy 
Association. Mr. Weaver was also a pioneer truck 
farmer of the Boynton area; served thirty years on the 
Board of Supervisors of the Lake Worth Drainage Dis- 
trict, which he helped to,lay out; aud was Mayor of 
Boynton Beach in the thirties. 

He was born in Jacksonville, Alabama, August 5, 
1886, son of Marcus Taylor Weaver and Alice Green, 
both natives of Alabama, where his father was a 
farmer. He was educated in the local schools of Jack- 
sonville, Alabama, and in the State Normal School. 

He first came to Florida in 1907, and was field fore- 
man in tomato farms in Homestead. That summer and 
the following summer he returned home to Alabama, 
working in Homestead and Arcadia, Florida, in the fall 
and winter. In the winter of 1908-09 he went to Boyn- 
ton as field foreman for Benson Brothers tomato farms. 
That summer of 1909 he remained in Boynton and 
worked in the pineapple fields, returning to the tomato 
farms in the fall. Later he went into construction work 
and helped build the Parker Avenue road. One of his 
first jobs was on a surveying party which laid out the 
Lake Worth Drainage District. During World War I he 
went to Brunswick, Georgia, and worked in the ship- 
yards there, and after the war returned to Boynton 
and farming. Two of his brothers, Vaiden G. and Miller 
L., who followed him to Florida, also engaged in farm- 
ing, leasing their land and working together. 

In 1920 Mr. Weaver was hired by Ward Miller of 
Briny Breezes to manage and operate a milk route 
and dairy. Two years later he went into the dairy busi- 
ness for himself, buying about ninety acres of land 
located on Boynton Road and Military Trail. He con- 
tinued to engage in truck farming on his own land (he 
was buying land all the time) until the mid thirties, and 
also during the twenties had a farm supply store, which 
was operated by his sister, Willie Frances Weaver, who 
followed him down here. Another sister, Marion Lu- 
cille, came to make her home in Florida as a school 
teacher. She married Wilbur F. Divine III of West Palm 
Beach. 

The farm supply store was closed in the early forties, 
and from that time on Mr. Weaver concentrated on his 
dairy business. For many years Weaver Dairy was the 
largest in Palm Beach County, and for thirty years 
produced milk exclusively for Southern Dairies (Seal- 
test). 

Mr. Weaver was also active in politics. During the 
depression years he was appointed to fill out the unex- 
pired term of Mayor H. D. Stevens, who died in office, 
and after that was elected to serve another three years 
as Mayor of Boynton Beach. He also served as a trustee 
of the School Board. During ‘his thirty years on the 
Board of Supervisors of the Lake Worth Drainage Dis- 
trict, he was chairman of the board several times. He 
was a charter member of Boynton Beach Rotary Club; 
a member of Boynton Lodge #236, F. and A. M.; past 
member of the Scottish Rite of Lake Worth Consistory 
and of Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami; and belonged to 
the order of Woodmen of the World and Modern Wood- 
men of America. He was a member of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Delray and served on its official 
board: was a trustee of the now defunct Boynton Beach 
church, and later, when it was reorganized, was made 
Clerk of the Sessions. At the time of his death he was 
Clerk of Sessions Emeritus. 
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Mr. Weaver was first married in Delray on Septem- 
ber 15, 1920, to Marion Grace Knuth, who was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, daughter of Charles Frederick Knuth, 
also born in Cleveland, and Alice Hartwell, who was 
born in Michigan, near Saranac. C. F. Knuth was 
Mayor of Boynton in the 1920’s. He also was a dairyman 
and a realtor. The Knuth family is still in the dairy 
business, with Knuth Dairy located east of Military 
Trail. 

Marcus and Marion Weaver were the parents of five 
children: 

1. Charles Stanley. 

2. Marcus Lawrence. 

3. Curtis Arnold. 

4. Melvin Eugene. 

5. Marion Alice (now Mrs, Clark of Fort Myers). 

Mrs. Marion Knuth Weaver died May 18, 1949, and in 
May of 1954 Mr. Weaver married Iva Lee Pickett. His 
own death occurred on February 21, 1960. More than 
350 friends and relatives attended the funeral services. 
The floral display was believed to be the greatest ever 
seen in a local funeral, and the procession was one of 
the largest the city has ever witnessed. Burial was in 
Boynton Beach cemetery. 


CHARLES STANLEY WEAVER 


The president and treasurer of Weaver Dairies, Inc., 
Charles Stanley Weaver purchased the dairy business 
from his father in 1954, in partnership with his three 
brothers and his sister. Since its founding in 1922 by 
Marcus Weaver, the business has remained in the 
family. Like his father (whose biography precedes) 
Stanley Weaver has taken an active part in the govern- 
ment of Boynton Beach, having served six years on the 
City Council, one year as Mayor, and was appointed 
to succeed his father on the Board of Supervisors of 
Lake Worth Drainage District. He is also a partner in 
the real estate business. 

Charles Stanley Weaver was born in Boynton Beach 
January 19, 1922, son of Marcus A. and Marion G. 
(Knuth) Weaver. He was educated in the public schools 
of Boynton and at the University of Florida, from 
which institution he graduated in 1943 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree. Entering the Army Air Force Transport 
Command, he served three years, two years in North 
Africa, where he spent one year in Casablanca, 
Morocco, and one year in Dakar, French West Africa, 
maintaining air bases for transport and tactical ships. 
His rank was sergeant. Returning from the Army in 
January 1946, he entered his father’s dairy business and 
became president and treasurer of the company in 
1954. 

Mr. Weaver is one of the owners and developers of 
Boynton Industrial Park, and is president of that cor- 
poration. He is a director of the Boynton Beach State 
Bank and of the Independent Dairy Farmers Associa- 
tion; a member of the board of the Boynton Beach 
Chamber of Commerce; member of Florida Cattlemen’s 
Association, and of the Palm Beach chapter of the 
Farm Bureau. 

First elected to the Boynton Beach City Council in 
the fall of 1950, he was re-elected in 1952 and again in 
1954, and served the City as Mayor in 1955-56. He was 
appointed to succeed his father on the Lake Worth 
Drainage District Board of Supervisors at his death, 
and at the next regular Landowners’ meeting he was 
elected to fulfill the unexpired term. He has also been 


appointed to the Civil Defense Council of Palm Beach 
County. 

A member of the Florida State Firemen’s Association 
and the Volunteer Fire Department of Boynton Beach, 
he served one year as secretary of the latter organiza- 
tion. He is a charter member of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and the Boynton Beach Post of the American 
Legion, held all offices in the Legion and belongs to the 
Forty-and Eight. He was a charter member of the 
Boynton Beach Kiwanis Club; is a past master of 
Boynton Lodge #236, F. and A. M., a member of the 
Scottish Rite of Lake Worth, and a member of the 
First Methodist Church of Boynton Beach. 

He was married in Delray Beach on December 28, 
1949, to Erna Emilia Yanke, who was born in Detroit, 
Michigan, August 28, 1924, daughter of William August 
Yanke and Olga Getschner, both natives of Germany. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Weaver have two children, born 
in West Palm Beach: 

1. Christine Olga, born December 2, 1952. 

2. William Marcus, born February 6, 1954. 


ORVILLE CHARLES KNUTH 


One of the oldest distributors and producers of dairy 
products in Palm Beach County was Orville Charles 
Knuth, who came to Boynton Beach with his parents 
in 1914. He was born in Nottingham, Ohio, November 
21, 1902, son of Charles Frederick and Alice (Hartwell) 
Knuth. His mother was born in Saranac, Michigan, 
August 8, 1867, and died in Boynton Beach September 
12, 1953. His father was the founder of the Knuth 
Dairy, started in 1923, and served as Mayor of Boynton 
Beach in 1924. He was also in the real estate business 
under the name of Knuth and Miller and had an office 
on Ocean Avenue. 

Although not in the very distant past, Orville Knuth’s 
early days in Boynton Beach were pioneer days. He 
used to carry a 22 rifle while going to school and bring 
home a rabbit or turkey, and saw deer and all kinds 
of wild life on his way. When he was fifteen he drove 
the school bus. He enlisted in the Navy when he was 
seventeen, in 1919, and was aboard the U.S.S. Hen- 
derson when it took President Harding to Alaska. He 
was in four years that time, and after Pearl Harbor 
in 1941, when he was 39 years old, he enlisted again 
and served as boatswain’s mate first class for two 
years and eight months, stationed at Fort Lauderdale 
and in Rhode Island. His commanding officer at that 
time was Charles L. Pierce, now president of the First 
National Bank at Fort Lauderdale. 

After his second hitch in the Navy, Mr. Knuth was 
with Purina of Miami, dairy feed and supply, until he 
got his dairy back, which he had leased during his 
enlistment. From then on his whole career was his 
dairy business, which his sons are carrying on. They 
have a mixed herd of about 400 milk cows. 

Mr. Knuth served on the Boynton Beach School 
Board for two or three years in the middle forties, 
and was a member of the Kiwanis Club, the American 
Legion Post, and the First Methodist Church. 

At Delray Beach on October 17, 1925, he married 
Helen Marguerite White, daughter of Morton Stephen 
and Clara Belle (Greer) White, who was born in 
Smithboro, Illinois, October 9, 1905. They have four 
sons: 

1. Orville Myron, born in Boynton Beach April 8, 
1929. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


2. Warren Leroy, born in Boynton Beach December 
15, 1931. 

3. Lawrence Douglas, born in West Palm Beach De- 
cember 17, 1940. 

4. Steven Roger, born in West Palm Beach September 
4, 1943. 

Orville married Eva Gray Brooks from Columbus, 
Georgia, born November 28, 1933, and they have two 
sons: Gregory, born July 12, 1954, and Jeffrey Brooks, 
born November 25, 1957; both born in West Palm 
Beach. 

Warren married Gladys Eudora Baker from Utah, 
born July 21, 1937. Larry and Steven are students of 
Georgia Military College. 

Orville Charles Knuth died at his residence on West 
Boynton Road on March 23, 1960, and was buried in 
Boynton Beach cemetery with a Masonic service. He 
was a past master of the Boynton Beach Lodge. 


ELMER EUGENE COOPER 


A farmer and former cattleman of Boynton Beach, 
Elmer E. Cooper is also founder and operator of Cooper 
Farm Supply, handling Wilson Toomer fertilizers and 
insecticides and Ferry Morse seeds. 

Son of William Calvin and Mittie Gertrude (Cook) 
Cooper, he was born March 29, 1910, in Chatooga Coun- 
ty, Georgia, where his parents, also, were born and 
where his father still lives. His mother died in 1957. 

Elmer worked on the family farm and attended local 
schools until 1927, when he began a two-year course at 
Middle Georgia College School of Agriculture. In 1930 
he came to Boca Raton, Florida, and farmed for him- 
self as well as working for another farmer. The next 
fall he moved to Boynton Beach and started his present 
place with 80 acres, to which he added another 80 acres 
in the summer of 1932. 

In 1944 he bought 449 acres of grazing land and 
started a herd of range cows, continuing in the cattle- 
raising business until 1955. At that time he bought a 
house in Boynton Beach and in October, 1955, opened 
his farm-supply business on Highway 441. His two 
oldest boys help him with the farming of his 160 acres, 
onwhich he raises mostly peppers, eggplant and 
beans. 

Mr. Cooper is a charter member and was first presi- 
dent of East Palm Beach County Farm Bureau, which 
he served as a director for many years up to 1960. He 
is a past committeeman of the Federal Farm Home 
Administration; a member of Palm Beach County Cat- 
tlemen’s Association; and for 16 years served as special 
deputy to Sheriff John Kirk of Palm Beach County; 
also a member of First Methodist Church, Boynton 
Beach. Both he and his wife are active in the Forest 
Park PTA of Boynton Beach. He and his boys are 
hunters. 

Mr. Cooper was married at Miami, Oklahoma, June 
22, 1938, to Birdie V. DuBcis, who was born in Dela- 
ware County, Oklahoma, August 16, 1919, daughter of 
Louis D. and Anna Belle (Lamb) DuBois. Her father, 
a native of Indiana, died in 1950. Her mother was born 
October 29, 1875, near Springfield, Missouri, and died 
June 30, 1956, in Delaware County, Oklahoma. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cooper are the parents of four sons: 

1. Bryan Eugene, born July 18, 1940, at West Palm 
Beach. 

2. Gordon Frank, born July 28, 1942, at Boynton 
Beach. 


3. Danny Lee, born November 8, 1951, at West Palm 
Beach. 


4. William Gary, born July 28, 1955, at West Palm 
Beach. 


WILSON S. RUCKS 


Now owner of a large dairy herd and ranch in Okee- 
chobee County, Wilson S. Rucks has always been a 
dairyman and comes from a family of dairymen. 

His father, James Crawford Rucks, was born at Sand 
Mountain, Alabama, December 19, 1888, and came to 
Miami in 1922. He worked in dairies and later had his 
own. For about fifteen years he worked for Dade 
County and was a bridge tender for a while. He and 
his wife, who was Ruby Gay, wishing to be near their 
son, have been living in Okeechobee since the summer 
of 1958. 

Born in North Miami February 4, 1925, Wilson Rucks 
received his education in Miami's public schools, grad- 
uating from Miami Edison High School in 1943. Starting 
as a dairy hand, he worked for his uncles, Hobart and 
Gordon Rucks, in Miami. In 1947 he went into business 
for himself in Miami with Mrs. Margaret Rawlins as a 
partner, under the name of Rawlins and Rucks Dairy. 
In 1952, with the purchase of an interest in Thomas 
Dairy, Inc., of Miami, he began expanding his dairy. 
He sold his interest in Thomas Dairy in 1958 and, con- 
solidating his other dairy interests under one system, 
moved to the Okeechobee area. 

Twelve miles north of the town of Okeechobee on 
U.S. 441 he has 1,665 acres, half improved pasture and 
half in the process of improvement, and has 1,200 head 
of cattle of mixed breed—a thousand milk cows and 
200 heifers. He employs fifteen people and furnishes 
housing for them on the ranch. In his dairy plant he 
uses the most modern milking techniques. 

Mr. Rucks is a past director of the Independent Dairy 
Association, a member of the Florida Farm Bureau 
and of Okeechobee County Cattlemen’s Association. 
He is a Democrat and a past member of the Northwest 
Baptist Church in Miami. Fishing is his principal recre- 
ation and he also does some hunting. 

On October 14, 1944, at Miami, Wilson S. Rucks 
married Lois Louise Slate, who was born at Dunedin 
Isles, Florida, September 29, 1926. They have four chi 
dren: 

1. LeRoy Wilson Rucks, born September 23, 1945, at 
Miami. He is an officer of the Okeechobee chapter 
of F-F.A. 

2. Linda Louise, born June 17, 1945, at Miami. 

3. Deborah Ann, born October 31, 1956, at Ft. Lauder- 
dale. 

4. Diane Lynn, born September 17, 1959, at Ft. Pierce. 


MANNING IRA KEEN 


A man of many business activities and other inter- 
ests, Manning I. Keen of Pahokee has been with Stand- 
ard Oil Company for twenty-five years, or since he 
finished school in Georgia. A more expansive activity 
is his real estate and developing business. He is also 
manager of an ice plant and a civic leader of the Paho- 
kee-Canal Point area. Mrs. Keen shares most of her 
husband’s business and civic activities. 

He was born in Abbeville, Georgia, November 10, 
1915, son of Simon Uriah and Delila (Watson) Keen. 
His father was a farmer and miller and also operated 
a blacksmith shop. Born in Abbeville February 17, 
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1873, Simon Keen died there August 12, 1945, Man- 
ning’s mother was born at Hawkineville, Georgia, in 
1688 and died at Abbeville August 12, 195A, 

Mr. Keen graduated from Abbeville High School in 
1945 and went to work for Standard Oi) Company as 
a tank wayon salesman, Since 1942 he has been a 
Standard Oil agent at Canal Point, Florida, He and his 
wife have been operating Keen Real Estate in Pahokee 
since 1955, He owns property, including service sta- 
tions and garages, income property and home rentals 
in Martin, Palm Beach and Okeechobee counties, and 
is one of the developers of J. and S. Park Estates on 
Lake Okeechobee in Martin County, For the last two 
years (since 1958) he and Mrs, Keen have been stock- 
holders and managers of Crown Ice Company of Canal 
Point. 

Mr. Keen is very much interested in bringing indus- 

try to Pahokee and devotes much time to promoting 
this area. He was the first president of the Pahokee 
Chamber of Commerce and is now a director and vice-~ 
president of Canal Point Chamber of Commerce. He is 
a director and organizer of US. Highway 441 Asso- 
ciation and was its second president; a past member 
of the Palm Beach County Resources and Development 
Board; and a member of the Florida Farm Bureau. 
Particularly active in the work of the Lions Club, he 
is a past president of the Pahokee Lions Club, a past 
Deputy District Governor of Florida Lions, and was 
Pahokee’s “Lion of the Year” in 1958. He is an Elk of 
Pahokee Lodge #1633; a Mason of Everglades Lodge 
#211 and Lake Worth Consistory; a director of Gulf 
Stream Council, Boy Scouts of America; and a stew- 
ard of the First Methodist Church of Pahokee. His 
hobby is growing flowers, including orchids, in his 
home nursery. 
At Clewiston, Florida, on June 24, 1939, Manning L 
Keen married Florence Slonaker, who-was born at 
Quitman, Georgia, April 20, 1919, daughter of Simon 
P. and Naomi (Belcher) Slonaker. Her father was born 
at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, August 6, 1877, and died 
at West Palm Beach July 16, 1960. He came to Florida 
in 1920 and was a building contractor at Plant City 
and later at Clewiston. Mrs. Keen’s mother was born 
at Quitman, Georgia, November 2, 1892, and is living 
in Clewiston, Florida. 

Mrs. Keen is a member of Palm Beach County Dem- 
ocratic Executive Committee and a past vice-president 
of Palm Beach County Democratic Woman's Club. For 
the first year of its organization she was secretary of 
the Pahokee Chamber of Cornmerce. She is a member 
of Chapter #184 of the Order of the Eastern Star and 
for twelve years has been Mother Advisor for the 
Order of the Rainbow for Girls in Pahokee. She is an 
officer in the Pahokee Woman’s Club and a member of 
Beta Sigrna Phi sorority. 

Mr. and Mrs. Keen are the parents of a son, Richard 
Charles Keen, born December 10, 1945, at West Palm 
Beach. 


FRANK FRIEND 


One of the first to farm in the mucklands area of 
the Glades, Frank Friend, octogenarian of Pahokee, 
started operations there in 1917, when the swamplands 
of pre-drainage days could be bought for fifteen dollars 
an acre. He and his partner, O. B. McClure from Colo- 
rado, had better than 3,000 acres at one time. He now 
has 165 acres in the town of Pahokee, 400 acres outside 
on the Palm Beach road, and 90 acres in the Pelican 





THE KASGT COAGT OF FLORIDA 


Lake Bottoms. He and his son planted the first sweet 
corn in the Glades about eighteen years ago. 

Son of John and Adaline Friend, he was born in 
Mound Valley, Labette County, Kansas, December 18, 
1475, His father was a Civil War veteran of the Union 
Army and had been a farmer in Minnesota before 
moving to Kansas to farm there, He died when Frank 
was four years old, 

The formal education of Frank Friend ended at the 
age of twelve, when he wernt to work as a farmhand in 
eastern Kansas. His mother having remarried and 
moved to Colorado, he worked on a farm there from 
the time he was fourteen until he was twenty, and 
then got a contract to dig a drainage canal in Colorado. 
About a year later, having saved some money, he went 
to Chicago and worked in a hospital for a year, study- 
ing nursing. Later he took a two-year course in nurs- 
ing in Colorado and served as a male nurse for several 
years. 

About 1900 he rented a farm in Lamar, Colorado, 
which he worked for about four years. After another 
interval of nursing in Salt Lake City, he returned to 
Lamar and rented another farm. This time he did very 
well—well enough to buy an automobile in 1911. When, 
in 1913, he began planning to come to Florida, people 
thought he was crazy. 

In the fall of 1914 he sold everything and came to 
Fellsmere in Indian River County, Florida, where he 
farmed for three years, not too successfully. He bought 
Jand there and built a house, and the third year had a 
successful crop of potatoes. Some alligator hunters told 
him of a place on Lake Okeechobee that was safe from 
freezing. So in 1917 he came to Pahokee, bringing some 
equipment and some potatoes that were too small to 
sell. He planted his potatoes, grew beans and eggplant, 
and began making good money farming. With faith in 
the future of this area, he built a small house and 
brought his farnily down, and he has been there ever 
since. 

Mr. Friend was very active in getting Pelican Lake 
Farms started and has ninety acres of corn there. For 
many years he was president and is now a director 
of Unity Farms, Inc., of Pahokee, of which his son is 
now president. This organization is concerned mainly 
with the packing of beans. He is a member of the Flor- 
ida Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association and vice- 
president of Everglades Growers Cooperative at Paho- 
kee. For years he served on the Pahokee Drainage Dis- 
trict. He has served on the local school board in the 
past and was a charter member and a director of the 
Bank of Pahokee, of which his son is now a director. 

His church is the First Methodist of Pahokee. Fishing 
has been one of his leisure-time occupations, and he has 
been writing poetry for years. He used to write for the 
Everglades News every week, and occasionally his 
poems appear in the West Palm Beach paper. 

Frank Friend was married first to Edna Bent of 
Boulder, Colorado, who died in 1943. He has two 
daughters, Wilda (Mrs. Altman Morgan), and Ruth 
(Mrs. Elbert Bishop), both born in Lamar, Colorado, 
where his son, Lewis, also was born in April, 1913. 

On March 13, 1946, at Pahokee, Frank Friend mar- 
ried Willola Nason of Belzoni, Mississippi. She is an 
active member of the Pahokee Woman's Club, of which 
she is a past president, and is now president of the 
Pahokee Garden Club and a member of the West 
Palm Beach Woman’s Club. She also belongs to the 
Seminole Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. The beautification of Pahokee with palms 


[614| 





> 
” “sage tev ary bated 
: oun ersey aoatitgig 
mi mad eww ort droit, sail 

BF vedescs zanna yinus eitedel elle bowel | 
noinU onff to asrstov wW vid & dew codind ei .278E 
owled slozonsiM at sonra @ ged bed faa vieriA 
Ansett aodw boih oH .oted? meet ot sheint o) y sven 
1 file exeoy wel eaw 
2 Ie bebo breitd dau Fo avitaonrts Ieare? ofl 
ni brindarexe? 
bas, betramnet pervert rrdtosy: seh ei ays oe 
mon eted) sad a no bethow of jobptoleD of hover 
bie .vieww) eaew od Jie aoobeebaew on” url 
oberwieD ai seapate egsaienw’ « wiht jaatwnon 6 jog aout 
irtaw. orb. venom. amor DOVE priate lal. tex a tuolA 
(bute o0y # 10) Leticaod « cb beiow beewpesiedt of 
rain al eens iasy-ow! a Sood ed cated gobewied gut 
lovevee 16% sarunt olees «2 en beviss bie obaroleD algeet 

MIESY 

ti mem) a tistiwen ed GORE tuacdkA 
t syol nwode 108 be tyaw of) dgidve 
etm l Sat mi pete Ww fevtstad 
eriet sation feiaen bes eerie 


ct Od) laa binw 


grit? 


ohaprole 2 
pray on willtA .ate9 

fi meuior od. vtiD 
vis’ bit ad 
ae nal bak 


Pel Peale J 


vy 
7 


Ore! wisi t 


i slidpwneiue te Ye 


yOoy LiolT ot oraee a gotrely coed of CFGL mi 
“arm 264 mt Joo 
t z "4 es fhe Pes 
or ins mite esT Cpa 2 bine ac MAL Io ie) edt af 


of bine! gira rw antbul ai. veaaelteT 
pee oth giibessanim oo) lon waaay owl) x0 bompiet 
4 bet omy brads oft bak savor » tind | res Quo) toel 
blot giiket yomnplie oped votatog te qo lydeesous 
ot) vie aw ted raat ml mo eoslq w to oie 
oneoe wrtam! sodoied of ciceo od THO 21.02 yaiseod 
ot Useae OF o1aw jedi gotetog omoe ban inerrgivpe 
Jwignke hu aneod wom aaoiaiog elt! botanig off Afes 
ne atvet Ww Behn) venoat bows yavlam caged bos 
oes vetort Herm « Mind of ,ceve sinks Ww amduh ods 


nye stot opt aut of bas .ewob Winns? sid dabytiord 


WDTsbe) . 


ttl. stots pata ab ovilok Yiev wow hoor «i 


ver mus yo 2ovae qoodee cent byw batiate care 
Tehordahe a, hee tae: 
st moe zi Avice to codvdet to cont ceo wials te 
(hein borcieodtos. ai mn ait “gnobinenq wort 
vet tht to periater.9 et oH eernetl Wo yrtidoog elt) Abie 
“wily bite scdnieel sromod beh gs Seogyen oct til sbi 
tpl 16 orinrrqonD, meword ashelpwovll to Inubiaerq 
-) species ovptadet ont ne bavi of Tiaey 1h vost 
ott) av breed toaloe Janel o4t ne bowie eed oF Jon 
of lo odie ‘itwals o 2aW Dae Seaq 
tehiorib 2 wen 4) ned aid doktor lo eoolodsT bo san 
welds eatodc ip sai barli: tes 7, asl? af Aousds iti 


7 1400 


writ 
Pear et 


Pronbbastas 


| % * 
ryan) & wis 


‘ot wel ote ob Heay + 


"H sraey vol yvoon yrithew seed 
ent whenesrexsoo bos 


ne oy YIEVaA aw a ebelyie va 


ae ang tyovil ole l seoW ods ni sheqgqe 2171904 
te hel net 0) 1D barre exw hosltYh dnest 
test OH EERE nt heib ole ,ohysatoD yreblyo 
a sui ryis “ages MOA neudlA wih eb atesdgueh 


tata 


_ Obeuibor ts] at ated vied Agoda pedtZ etl) 
St Heiaa ni wd sew ole wel mew eid sya 
ee “weet Uithin? acs. orders to MAE ET dosalt n® | 


tontw ” sal) e'ancaoW asdodat sdt-to vedaigei- peters 
att Ve pobiaorg wom ei bas-~reblnig s46q 


‘aida, Jo woB 


a za Jsow ot teow od aodie ovlaw? by fener 


bd i 
- oer A Ib) yawelyiHl Tis , meta rake 


west mist obtett oA¥ to aes 


ag caw ob eRe Yoame yD saRlF Je rOlsertNOs | 


and od Bor eroitoyir iy aed} oaueiel aid Yo veo need tefl) 


AB ahoed@ iqginglas, itonbyA. Wo woealt siolliW bobs: 













oT sauguvds off ie as is Sa 

pein nb Mao he recip a 

aie : a Neen . 
ig r ePleey al 
“o HeePietire Trae at 






















































abe: pate <newinapr 
alatrert sriod bie ne 
bit esitcusos esdorosedO bra | 
co eatet swt 2 bas to ew 
owt teal edt ww We enone Vanna ere 
este: sood oved asot 2M bra od 
latte Yo hires sol ‘ato te ‘e189n 


+ CERRO DT, ae 
anh! grighied st balhgenai prem our 
yatitonvortsy of seni? dow 

» stort odd 40 eutdenie yanit ‘oad i 
~saiv bra wwlsatih. 6.2 ; 
at oH .sotemimoD lo 4 


eiity 


rocherrera teeey & inobieotq | frero 
inomjolovell bas eso mosh ied 


‘a 


6 beg’? 
od dulD snot odt 16 How sill al “ae aot poi 
‘ag 0 dul) enetd esadorded ort pabte ha wo ve 
cow dive efotT shixolll le soceved) ie , 

lo WA oe ai oli .BeeT ni “"ReY 9 od? to api, hI 
onbal eobelpiev® lo poet s ee 
Uv to toisotth 6 tolaizaoD 
-wote @ bas ‘asbremA ate 
ait .owlodeT to dtoiut> ae s 
vid oi ,wbisow ita 


by Gh 


\otee 4 

JI yainneM ber 28 onmul no (abt Jeiw 
in shrod | aaw? ‘ore redanol2 « t ri 
nomiZ jo 1itdyueb @IQL OS Devi Sivoo) ye 
seved Kaw qorttul 198 “tedanole (x9d0b88y ne 
beib brtu \Y1SE 8 Jeugod) rs pire L , wv 

abliiol of eaviss oH oe! ue sd oe not ala 1 
iid = ‘enw be 


yin t tinal: 
Ss “ara 


ais S 




































mrod anw refiem sneeSt 
wotvit ai brs meet 


~nnatt eeiuetd doastl mult to sadmeny 6 tt 98 ‘ 

insbiewie=baiv teeq 6 baa ‘easiiertaioty oviiugext 
1% duID a netoW sibewoumd yinve 
lo Yishh1996 kaw orle avitesinngia ‘ei wo 
er & et od@ oxreminD Io ‘edmsdtD odde 
bad 1018 sevetec Gilt Yo whi ‘only to PBI sok 

off} sot soeivbA 19it0M méed eed inate wlawt 
as a of@ opdedad ai alti vot wodninh 4 . 
Yo redrerpere 8 bore diufD a namoW osdodeT oe 
Tih eG * “itor 9 

brat, Ty - wnewy ot oa n998M 2 
mist ree" abe * tadanonel smd noah 














BRC bbs pdegs oo Uiaeeyh i ¥- 
’ nd wen Ts ° 4 a ‘. 
Pe ei 
i a Ss ae ae eh eh 







rion 000.8 pei rg 2 
pn vapen one a x 


‘optic we ti $ 





. 
’ 











+ gs, Reo re.. 


y 


Was 


igh Dae « epee 










my Ask 
_ ¢ 


\ 


- 


Ahab Pips Se ae 


ton ey 


—— 
x 
= 


ares 


Ne rte 
or 


= 


iY 


EER 


in 









pes 
a 0 


ti ie ee ee 
i! 
@ i 


aE 
oot ae 


Be BS cee el 





“é cy ooh ween? er a 






ne rv 
3 - 
. ¥ 
| p ‘ ¥ ; . ee 
Pe La eR a 
, he ih, eH ae 
hs a r y 
4 ner aes 
cued ea 
e Bde ; 
Lew Boer ais ei : 
3 : rig ol he 
v : . AS 
a 





ion poliesge tiie hag ’ 
yf] a tal" i 
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and shrubbery is a project that Mrs. Friend has worked 
with for many years. 

The following is a sample of Mr. Friend’s verses, 
which he has had published in a small book entitled 
‘Man Here and Hereafter.” This one is called “Eter- 
ity.” 


“I like the hills and valley green, 
The trees that God has made; 
To get away from all that’s mean, 
Enjoy the cooling shade. 


“T like to watch the fishes swim, 
The birds up in the sky; 

To watch the squirrels on a limb, 
That scamper off so shy. 


“T like to drive out with my wife, 
Where nature can be seen; 

To see the miracles of life, 

In fields and pastures green. 


“Tt makes me wonder what it’s like, 
That place for you and me; 
That perfect place, with Christ to live, 
Through all eternity.” 


WALTER G. HULL 


The president of Hull Packing Company, which he 
founded in 1933, Walter G. Hull of Pahokee has been 
farming in that area since 1921 and now ships 750 to 
1,000 carloads of produce annually to northern markets 
in the United States and Canada, and occasionally ex- 
ports to the Armed Forces abroad. He also has a com- 
mercial cattle ranch in Palm Beach County. 

Mr. Hull’s family were early settlers of Florida. Both 
parents were born in Lake County, Florida. His father, 
A. Milton Hull, a farmer, died at Lakeland, and his 
mother, Mattie (Clavile) Hull, died at Plant City. 

Born in Plant City July 12, 1894, Walter Hull attended 
public school there until he was sixteen, when he went 
into the produce business, working for different grow- 
ers in that area. In 1921 he came to Pahokee and began 
operating as a fruit and vegetable grower under his 
own name. As indicated above, his business has pros- 
pered. He is president of Richlands, Inc., a farming 
corporation in the Glades area with headquarters at 
Pahokee, and is now a director of Sugar Cane Growers 
Cooperative at Belle Glade. 

On his ranch he favors the Angus breed and markets 
his cattle through the Glades Livestock Auction 
Market, of which he was one of the founders and is a 
stockholder. He is a member of the Palm Beach County 
Livestock Association, the American Hereford Breeders 
Association and the American Brahman Breeders Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Hull is a charter member of the Pahokee Cham- 
ber of Commerce, a past director of the Everglades 
Memorial Hospital Association, a past member of the 
Pahokee Rotary Club, and a member of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Pahokee. Hunting and fishing are his 
favorite recreations. 

He was married at Plant City March 12, 1914, to 
Lois Clark, daughter of Charles C. and Adeline (Keen) 


Clark of Plant City, where she was born April 1, 1897. 
They are the parents of five daughters, all born in 
Plant City: 

1. Genevieve (Mrs. W. R. Wilson), born June 21, 1917. 

2. Kathryn (Mrs. W. W. Barnes), born February 11, 
1919. 

3. Lois Clark (Mrs. E. F, Wilkinson), born September 
18, 1921. 

4. Hilda LaForest (Mrs. C. D. Wilkinson), born April 
721925; 

5. Walta Nelle (Mrs. R. H. Nason), born September 
13, 1930. 

Mrs. Hull is a member of the Pahokee Garden Club. 


HUGH H. BRANCH 


A produce broker in Pahokee, Hugh H. Branch heads 
his own firm which he organized in 1957 and ships ap- 
proximately 2,000 carloads of vegetables annually to 
markets throughout the United States and Canada. 


Born in Dublin, Georgia, June 29, 1924, he is a son 
of B. Frank and Sally Kate (Anderson) Branch, both 
born in Dublin, Georgia. His mother is living in Pom- 
pano Beach. His father, who was a law enforcement 
officer in Laurens County, Georgia, moved the family 
from Dublin to Canal Point, Florida, in 1937, and 
farmed for a while but soon became ill and died there. 


Hugh Branch graduated from Pahokee High School in 
1944 and immediately afterwards entered the United 
States Army. He served in the 205th Field Artillery 
Group in the European theater until the war’s end and 
was discharged in June, 1946, with the rank of sergeant. 

Soon after leaving the Army he went to work with 
the United States Department of Agriculture, and it 
was while working as an inspector in New York State 
that he met his wife. They were married in Dublin, 
Georgia, July 1, 1949. In April of 1951 Mr. Branch re- 
turned to Canal Point and worked with Mackey Pro- 
duce Company for two years, then with Max E. Bev- 
erly, Inc., for two years. After that he became sales 
manager with Harold Robin, Inc., at Belle Glade and was 
with this company until he organized his own produce 
brokerage firm, Hugh H. Branch, Inc., at Pahokee in 
1957. 

Mr. Branch is a member of the Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable Growers Association of Orlando, Everglades 
Fruit and Vegetable Association, and Pahokee Chamber 
of Commerce; also of Pahokee Elks Lodge #1638, Belle 
Glade Golf and Country Club, and the First Methodist 
Church of Fahokee, in which he serves on the Official 
Board of Stewards. Mrs. Branch is active in the choir 
and in the Women’s Christian Missionary Society. She 
is a member of Richards Chapter #558 of the Elks 
Auxiliary in Marion, New York. Both Mr. Branch and 
his wife play golf. 

As Barbara Jane Sanford, Mrs. Branch was born in 
East Williamson, New York, June 7, 1927. Her father, 
Fred M. Sanferd, was born in Marion, New York, July 
19, 1893, and her mother, Grace M. (Wallbank) San- 
ford, was born in Youngstown, Ohio, April 19, 1899. 
Both parents are living in Newark, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Branch are the parents of two children: 


1. Tamara Kae (“Tammy”), born May 14, 1948, at 
Geneva, New York. 

2. Hugh Hinton (“Chip”), born April 7, 1951, at Pa- 
hokee, Florida. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


GLOVER EMERSON BRYANT, JR. 


Now in his second term of office as County Judge 
of Okeechobee County, G. E. Bryant, Jr., has been 
active in politics and has held political appointments 
almost from the start of his legal practice. He is a past 
State Committeeman for the Florida Democratic party 
and was campaign chairman of Okeechobee County for 
Paul G. Rogers, United States Congressman from the 
Sixth Congressional District. Judge Bryant is also active 
in local civic affairs and in all that concerns the general 
welfare. 

He was born in LaGrange, Georgia, February 8, 1922, 
son of G. E. Bryant, Sr., and Kathleen Harris Bryant. 
His mother was born in Herd County, Georgia, May 5, 
1896, and died at LaGrange March 17, 1957. His father, 
born in Troup County, Georiga, June 17, 1895, is living 
in LaGrange, where he is tax consultant. 

G. E. Bryant, Jr., graduated from LaGrange High 
School in 1939 and from the University of Georgia in 
1943, with a Bachelor of Business Administration degree. 
Entering the United States Navy in June, 1943, he was 
commissioned an Ensign in October of that year, receiv- 
ing his naval training at Columbia University, New 
York City, and served in the southwest Pacific with 
the Seventh Amphibious Force as Officer in Charge of 
an LCT; separated in October, 1946, with the rank of 
Lieutenant Senior Grade. 

Following his return from the Navy, Mr. Bryant 
entered Stetson University Law School at DeLand and 
was graduated with the LL.B. degree in March, 1949. 
For a short time he worked in the Attorney General’s 
office; then practiced law privately in Panama City, 
Florida, for a few months. In November, 1949, he came 
to Okeechobee and was associated for a short time with 
Mary Schulman in the County Prosecutor's office, after 
which he opened a private practice in Okeechobee. He 
is admitted to practice in all Florida State Courts and 
in any United States District Court. 

In 1950 Governor Warren appointed Mr. Bryant 
Judge of the Small Claims Court. After he had served 
six years in this office he was elected County Judge in 
1956 and re-elected in 1960. His duties as County Judge 
include those of Juvenile Judge and Coroner. In 1958 he 
was vice-president of the Florida County Judges Associ- 
ation. 

Judge Bryant is the present chairman of Okeechobee 
County Flood Control and Water Conservation Com- 
mittee for the Central and South Florida Flood Control 
District, and in 1960 received the Regional State Con- 
servation Award for Region Five. 

He is a member of the Florida Bar, the Okeechobee 
County Cattlemen’s Association, the Okeechobee Coun- 
ty Chamber of Commerce (past president), Okeechobee 
Rotary Club (past president), and a member of the 
Executive Board of Gulf Stream Council, Boy Scouts of 
America—his pet project, he being a former Eagle 
Scout. He belongs to Fort Pierce Elks Lodge #1520, 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon social fraternity at the University 
of Georgia, and Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity at Stet- 
son University. A member of the First Baptist Church 
of Okeechobee, he taught the adult men’s Sunday School 
class last year. His wife also is active in this church 
and is a Youth Counselor in the Girls Auxiliary. 

Judge Bryant has a ranch in Okeechobee on which he 
raises commercial cattle. His ranch and his boat afford 
him relaxation and recreation. 


Mrs. Bryant is the former Mary Ann Hutchins, daugh- 
ter of Joshua Cornelius and Edith Pittman Hutchins of 
Athens, Georgia, where she was born March 19, 1925. 
She and Judge Bryant (then Lt. Bryant) were married - 
in Athens September 22, 1945. They have a son and a 
daughter. 


1. Glover Emerson Bryant, III, born July 1, 1946, at 
Athens, Georgia, is an outstanding swimmer in the 
Okeechobee Swim Club. 


2. Ann Marie Bryant was born June 14, 1948, at De- 
Land, Florida. 


W. K. (“HANK”) ALDRIDGE 


The president and general manager of McCurdy- 
Mitchell Supply Company, Inc., of Pahokee, W. K. Ald- 
ridge, came to that town nine years ago and has become 
one of its leading citizens. 

Son of Sidney Aldridge, who died when he was a 
year old, and of Nita (Spotten) Aldridge, he was born 
in Britt, Iowa, May 19, 1920, and received his early edu- 
cation in the public schools of Minnesota and Wiscon- 
sin. From 1941 to 1944 he served in the United States 
Navy in anti-submarine patrol, mainly in South Amer- 
ica and the Pacific, and was Chief Petty Officer on his 
discharge. 

On June 29, 1946, at Pahokee, Florida, he married 
Norma Venetia McCurdy, who was born in West Palm 
Beach May 1, 1926, daughter of Willard W. McCurdy, 
Sr., and Annette (Norman) McCurdy. Following his 
marriage, Hank Aldridge attended the University of 
Florida, apparently with a view to becoming a teacher, 
and was graduated in 1951 with a Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree in Education; then took postgraduate work there 
in Speech Pathology. 

After the death of his father-in-law, Mr. Aldridge 
came to Pahokee, in January, 1952, to assist in the opera- 
tion of McCurdy-Mitchell Supply Company, which had 
been organized in 1948 by Mr. McCurdy. The company 
manufactures crop-dusting agents and distributes agri- 
cultural chemicals and seeds, serving the Glades area 
and employing a maximum of eleven people. About a 
year after he had joined the company, Mr. Aldridge be- 
came its president and general manager. 

He is a member of the Florida Agricultural Research 
Institute, National Agricultural Chemical Association, 
the Florida Farm Bureau, the Pahokee Chamber of 
Commerce, and is president of the Pahokee Rotary Club. 
He is also a member of Pahokee Elks Lodge #1638, 
American Legion Post #90, and the First Baptist 
Church of Pahokee. His pet project is the Pahokee 
Youth Center, which he helped to organize and served 
as its second president for two years. Owner of a Tri- 
Pacer and holder of a private pilot’s license, he is a 
member of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association. 
His other hobbies are hunting, fishing and golf. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aldridge have four children, all born 
in Pahokee. They are: 

1. Norman Keith Aldridge, born June 3, 1947. 

2. Robert Gene Aldridge, Born June 15, 1953. 

3. Karen Leigh Aldridge, born December 11, 1954. 

4, Mark McCurdy Aldridge, born December 21, 1955. 

Norman Keith is now in the eighth grade at the Bolles 
School in Jacksonville. 
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ROBERT C. HATTON 

Robert C. Hatton and his brother, Joseph L., Sr., were 
pioneers in planting sweet corn in the Pahokee area, 
where they came in the thirties, being originally from 
Kentucky; and have also been pioneers in custom-made 
farm machinery, made to suit the needs of the many 
farming operations in that area. 

Son of Harvey L. and Sarah (Hignite) Hatton, Robert 
Hatton was born September 19, 1907, at Oneida, Ken- 
tucky. His mother, who is living in Pahokee, was born 
at Brutus, Kentucky, June 22, 1885. His father was born 
at Beech Creek, Kentucky, April 1, 1877, and died at 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, in July, 1956. On Armistice 
Day, November 11, 1918, he brought his family from 
Berea, Kentucky, to Dania, Florida, where he was a 
tomato grower, and later, during the boom, was a 
realtor in the Hollywood-Dania area. 

Robert Hatton received his education in the public 
schools of Dania and Lake Wales, Florida, and at 
Oneida Baptist Institute in Kentucky, from which he 
was graduated in 1929. Following two years at Eastern 
Kentucky State Teachers College at Richmond, Ken- 
tucky, he taught school for two years at Whoopflera, 
Kentucky. 

In 1932 he came to Pahokee and began farming, an 
occupation in which he has continued, off and on, since 
then. He now has 600 acres that he farms, planting two 
and sometimes three crops a year. About 1951 he and 
his brother, Joe, organized the firm of Joe Hatton, Inc. 
He is also an organizer, past vice-president and past 
secretary-treasurer of Unity Farms, Inc., Pahokee, a 
member of the Florida Farm Bureau and the Florida 
Fruit and Vegetable Association at Orlando. 

He is an advisor for Future Farmers of America and 
while his son, Roger, was in the Boy Scouts, was an ad- 
visor to the Boy Scout troop. He holds membership in 
Oneida, Kentucky, Masonic Lodge #736, Iretta Sher- 
man Chapter #145 of the Order of the Eastern Star, 
and the First Methodist Church of Pahokee, in which 
he is a past member of the Official Board. He and his 
wife enjoy golf, travel and fishing. 

Mrs. Hatton is the former Marjorie Aelien Black, born 
December 12, 1912, at Morgan Park, Illinois, daughter 


of Walter A. and Grace (Jackson) Black. Her father ~ 


was born at Fowler, Indiana, May 17, 1881, and is living 
in River Forest, Illinois. Her mother was born May yAt 
1887, at Chicago. Marjorie Black and Robert Hatton 
were married at Chicago on Christmas Day, 1943. They 
have two children: Roger, born December 4, 1944, and 
Carol, born December 27, 1946, both honor students. 
By an earlier marriage Mr. Hatton has three children: 
Roberta (Mrs. Frank Salvatore), Richard E. and Thor 
Robert Hatton. Thor was a star football player at Pa- 
hokee High School. 

Mrs. Hatton is active in the Pahokee Woman’s Club, 
the Garden Club and Sigma Etta Art Sorority. She has 
been painting in oils for about two and a half years. 


JOSEPH LEON HATTON, JR. 


Vice-president of Hatton Brothers, Inc., a farming 
operation in Pahokee, raising mostly sweet corn, Jo- 
seph L. Hatton, Jr., is one of five brothers, four of 
whom are engaged in farming in the Pahokee area. 
Their father was one of the first to plant sweet corn 
in the Glades. He is Joseph Leon Hatton, Sr., produce 
broker, who moved his family from Brutus, Ken- 
tucky, to Canal Point in 1936, after having come him- 


self about a year earlier. His wife, the boys’ mother, 
is the former Lois Crippen of Ballston Spa, New York. 

Born at Lake Wales, Florida, May 12, 1925, Joe Hat- 
ton, Jr., attended high school in Pahokee and entered 
the United States Navy in 1942. He was in the Naval 
Air Force in the Pacific and was awarded the Distin- 
guished Flying Cross with clusters; separated in May, 
1946, with the rank of AMM 2/C. 

After his return from the service, Joe Hatton at- 
tended Palm Beach Junior College; then worked in the 
Inspection Service of the United States Department of 
Agriculture in fruit and vegetable inspection in Flor- 
ida, Virginia, New York and South Carolina. In the 
fall of 1949 he returned to Pahokee and became asso- 
ciated with his father in farming. Late in 1953, with 
his brothers, Ray, Bill and John, he formed Hatton 
Brothers, Inc. John is now with his father’s firm. Since 
May of 1958 Joe has been Cities Service Bulk Plant 
agent for the eastern shore of Lake Okeechobee. 

He is a member of the Everglades Farm Bureau, 
Pahokee Elks Lodge #1638, and the First Methodist 
Church of Pahokee. He likes fishing and boating and 
has a fine collection of popular and semi-classical 
music recordings. 

At Waycross, Georgia, on December 2, 1946, he mar- 
ried Nina Ruth Barwick, who was born at Thomasville, 
Georgia, November 22, 1928, daughter of James Henry 
and Mattie Louise (Garner) Barwick, both natives of 
Georgia. Her father came to Pahokee in 192C and was 
a produce broker. He died there September 10, 1951. 
Her mother is now Mrs. Andrew H. Cummins. 

Mrs. Hatton is treasurer of Pahokee PTA, a mem- 
ber at large of Beta Sigma Phi, Beta Omicron chapter, 
and is Brownie Co-leader of Troop #30, Pahokee. In 
addition to sharing her husband’s hobbies, she goes 
in for water skiing and likes to sew. 

Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. 
Hatton, Jr., in West Palm Beach: 

1. Joseph Leon Hatton, III, born November 27, 1948. 

2. Sharon Diane Hatton, born November 27, 1951. 

Joseph the Third is a bugler for Boy Scout Troop 
#628 of Pahokee. Sharon is president of her Brownie 
Patrol and is taking ballet lessons. 


ROBERT LESTER HATTON, M.D. 


One of the five Hatton brothers, sons of Joseph Leon, 
Sr. and Lois (Crippen) Hatton of Pahokee, Robert 
Lester Hatton, M.D., is the exception in his family— 
the only one who has not followed the agricultural 
career of his father, as related in the sketches of his 
brother, Joseph L., Jr., and his uncle, Robert C. Hat- 
ton. 

Robert Lester Hatton was born in Brutus, Kentucky, 
August 9, 1927, and graduated from Pahokee High 


‘School in 1945. Entering the United States Maritime 


Service, he made two trips in late 1945 and early 1946 
with the Merchant Marine. In February, 1946, he 
transferred to the United States Army and served 
until August, 1947, in the 179th Army Field Band at 
Colorado Springs; discharged with the rank of Tech- 
nician, fourth grade. 

Entering Louisiana State University after his military 
service, he was graduated in 1951 with the degree of 
Bachelor of Music. He then entered Tulane Univer- 
sity Medical School, New Orleans, and graduated in 
1956 with the M.D. degree. There followed a year of 
internship at Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami, and 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


three years of residency at the same hospital and the 
University of Miami. 

In July, 1960, he opened his practice at Pahokee, spe- 
cializing in Obstetrics and Gynecology. He is on the 
medical staff of the Everglades Memorial Hospital 

Dr. Hatton is a member of the American Medical 
Association, the Palm Beach County Medical Society 
and the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecol- 
ogy; also the Alpha Omega Alpha medical honor so- 
ciety. He is a member of the First Methodist Church 
of Pahokee and its Official Board, and sings in the 
church choir. As might be surmised from his educa- 
tional history, music is his hobby. 

He was married at Little Rock, Arkansas, December 
17, 1951, to Marian Ruethain, daughter of Byron and 
Hazel (Shillinglaw) Ruethain, who was born at San 
Diego, California, February 1, 1929. 


WILLIAM S. PLUMER 


The president and general manager of Glades Chem- 
ical Company of Pahokee, manufacturers of fertilizers 
and insecticides, is a college-trained agriculturist who 
had considerable experience in his field in northern 
states before coming to Florida eight years ago. Since 
then he has become one of the leading citizens of this 
community. 

Born at Marietta, Ohio, November 7, 1912, he is a son 
of Samuel H. Plumer, a farmer and farm journalist, 
graduate of Marietta College, who also was born in 
Marietta, May 21, 1875, and died there June 15, 1945. 
His mother was Myra Sloan Plumer, born in Archers 
Fork, Ohio, April 11, 1874, who died at Pahokee, Flor- 
ida, January 5, 1960. 

William S. Plumer graduated from Marietta High 
School in 1930 and from Ohio State University in 1936 
with a BS. degree in Agriculture. His ‘first position 
was at Toledo, Ohio, as Assistant County Agent for 
Lucas County. In January, 1939, he went to Portland, 
Maine, where he worked for the University of Maine 
as a vegetable specialist in southern Maine. 

In September, 1943, he entered the United States 
Navy and was commissioned an Ensign in the Naval 
Reserve. A month or so later he was called into active 
duty and served as communications officer on convoy 
duty in the Atlantic and Mediterranean; separated 
December 15, 1945, as Lieutenant Junior Grade. 

For the next seven years, from January, 1946, to De- 
cember, 1952, Mr. Plumer was technical sales represen- 
tative for Niagara Chemical Division of Food Machin- 
ery and Chemical Corporation. He came to Pahokee, 
Florida, in January, 1953, to assume his present posi- 
tion as President and General Manager of Glades 
Chemical Company, which employs thirteen people and 
serves the Lake Okeechobee area. 

Mr. Plummer has been a member and chairman of 
the Future Farmers of America Advisory Council and 
through the Chamber of Commerce has worked to 
bring industry to Florida. He is a member of the Flor- 
ida State Chamber of Commerce, past vice-president 
and director of the Pahokee Chamber of Commerce, a 
director of the Pahokee Rotary Club, and chairman 
of the Everglades Memorial Hospital, appointed by 
Governor Collins. 

He is a past Exalted Ruler and now a trustee of 
Pahokee Elks Lodge #1638 and a Mason of Humanity 
Lodge #406, F. & A. M., Lyons, New York. A member 
of the First Methodist Church of Pahokee, he is vice- 


chairman of the Official Board of Stewards and past 
president of the Men’s Club. In addition to being an 
active ham radio operator, he enjoys golf, fishing and 
bowling, and his company sponsors a men’s bowling 
team. 

Mr. Plumer was married at Bellefontaine, Ohio, on 
October 18, 1936, to Donna Joan Hadley, daughter of 
Clifford V. and Dea (Nolder), who was born at Belle- 
eee Ohio, August 28, 1914. They have two chil- 

ren: 

1. William Sloan Plumer, Jr., born July 22, 1942, at 
Portland, Maine, now a senior at Asheville School for 
Boys, a preparatory school at Asheville, North Caro- 
lina. Like his father, William is a “ham” radio operator. 

2. Jane Ann Plumer, born October 6, 1946, at Roches- 
ter, New York. 

Mrs. Plumer attended Ohio State University for 
three years and is past president of her sorority. She 
was active in the Eastern Star in New York and in 
Pahokee is active in the Woman’s Club, the Garden 
Club, the Ladies of the Elks, the PTA, and the Women’s 
Society of Christian Service. She has taken an active 
part in the Girl Scouts of Pahokee and is presently 
neighborhood chairman of Girl Scouts. 


EDWARD L. POPE 


One of the large vegetable farmers of Pahokee, Ed- 
ward L. Pope has been a permanent resident of that 
town since 1930 and has had his own packing house 
there since 1935. 

He was born January 10, 1902, at Tylertown, Missis- 
sippi, where both his parents died. His father, E. L. 
Pope, Sr., was a farmer and lumberman. His mother, 
Dora Boone Pope, was a direct descendant of Daniel 
Boone. She died in July, 1943. 

E. L. Pope graduated from Tylertown High School, 
Mississippi, in 1920 and from Mississippi State Univer- 
sity, School of Science, in 1926 with a B.S. degree. 
At the university he took part in the ROTC program. 

Following graduation, he went to work for the De- 
partment of Markets, now the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, and traveled all over the United 
States as a fruit and vegetable inspector. 

In 1928 he became a buyer for the Atlantic & Pa- 
cific Tea Company in New York, which brought him 
to Florida. His first headquarters in this state were 
at Orlando. In the spring of 1926 he came to Pahokee 
with the Department of Agriculture and stayed two 
weeks. He came again in the winter of 1927 and the 
following year came to stay. 

During World War II he farmed as much as 1,500 
acres. He now has about 500 acres, raising mostly corn, 
beans, peppers and celery, and ships between 200,000 
and a half-million packages per year. 

Mr. Pope is a director of the Everglades Farm Bu- 
reau, a member of Pahokee Chamber of Commerce, 
and served as Commissioner of Pahokee Housing Au- 
thority for about a year. He is a member of Mount 
Dora Masonic Lodge #232, F. & A. M., a life member 
of Pahokee Elks Lodge #1638, in which he has held 
all chair offices and has been a trustee for a number 
of years. His church is the First Presbyterian of Belle 
Glade; his preferred recreation, fishing. 

On May 26, 1934, at Atlanta, Georgia, Edward L. 
Pope married Mae Chastain, daughter of James V. and 
Mattie (Burgess) Chastain, who was born at Atlanta 
September 17, 1912. Mrs. Pope helped organize the 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Pahokee Garden Club. She is office manager of the 
Everglades Office Building, the Palm Beach County 
subdivision offices in Belle Glade, and is active in the 
Business and Professional Women’s Club in Pahokee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pope are the parents of three sons: 

1. Edward Lewis Pope, Jr., born May 13, 1935, at 
Atlanta, Georgia. He graduated from the University 
of Florida and married Katherine Barbara Mathis of 
Panama City, Florida. 

2. Jon R. Pope, born August 27, 1937, at Atlanta, 
graduated from Tulane University, New Orleans. 

3. Edgar Allan Pope, born October 26, 1945, at West 
Palm Beach, is now a student at Georgia Military 
Academy, College Park, Georgia. 


EUGENE A. McCABE 


The president of E. A. McCabe Company, Inc. of 
Belle Glade, produce dealers, operating in the Zellwood 
area of Central Florida and the Carolinas, is also ex- 
ecutive vice-president of Pioneer Growers Coopera- 
tive, which rated a write-up in the Reader’s Digest of 
September, 1959, under the caption, “Florida’s Fabulous 
‘Electronic’ Farm.” 

Son of John Joseph and Catherine (Maguire) Mc- 
Cabe, Eugene A. McCabe was born in Manhattan, New 
York City, December 10, 1908. His father was engaged 
in the transportation of produce. Graduating from the 
High School of Commerce in New York City in 1925, 
Eugene went to work for J. M. McCauley, produce 
dealer, as a salesman. Next he was with Atlantic Com- 
mission Company, a subsidiary of Atlantic and Pacific 
Tea Company, as salesman in New York and field buy- 
er, from 1929 to 1939. 

He first came to Belle Glade, Florida, when he was 
with A&P, in 1936. In 1939 he joined P. C. Keesee in a 
partnership operated under Mr. Keesee’s name as pro- 
duce brokers until 1946, when Mr. McCabe sold his 
interest in this partnership and organized his own com- 
pany. In 1950 he became executive vice-president of 
the newly organized Pioneer Growers Cooperative, 
maintaining his interest in his own company. When the 
Belle Glade farming season is over he operates his own 
business. 

Pioneer Growers Cooperative has twenty-four grow- 
er members, and some sixteen growers who are not 
members use its facilities for marketing, packing and 
shipping. About 200 people are employed during the 
season. On approximately 12,650 acres of rich muckland 
they raise enough produce to ship annually between 
five and six thousand carlots. To speed up the harvest- 
ing and marketing of this huge volume of perishable 
produce, every modern technique is used, including a 
two-way radio system between the marketing office and 
the foremen or supervisors in the fields. 

In the office a teleprinter brings in the latest market 
news. On a blackboard is kept an up-to-the-minute 
record of the supply on hand and shipments to key 
distribution centers. These factors, plus the weather, 
influence the prices quoted to customers, whose orders 
come in by telephone from all parts of the United 
States and Canada. The Cooperative’s regular custom- 
ers include such national chains as A&P, First National, 
Safeway, etc. A shipment can be harvested, processed, 
loaded in refrigerator trucks and sent on its way within 
hours of receiving the order. 

Mr. McCabe also uses the two-way radio to regulate 
the speed of harvesting particular commodities accord- 


ing to demand, to insure coordination between the 
fields, and to check any apparent inefficiency on the 
part of a worker, who is identified by his number on 
the crates he packs. There are always Department of 
Agriculture inspectors on hand at the plant and pack- 
ing must be kept up to federal standards. The men 
who run the Cooperative’ work seven days a week 
between November and June. As Mr. McCabe says, 
the stuff grows twenty-four hours a day. He is look- 
ing forward to the day when they may have television 
in the fields. With that, the northern buyer could se- 
lect his vegetables directly from the field. 

Mr. McCabe is a member of several committees of 
the Florida Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Growers Asso- 
ciation, a charter member of Elks Lodge #1716, and a 
member of St. Phillip’s Catholic Church at Belle Glade. 

He was married in New York City September 30 
1934, to Margaret Ellen Devery, daughter of Michael 
and Delia (Coughlin) Devery, who was born in New 
York City December 14, 1909. Mr. and Mrs. McCabe 
have three daughters: 

1. Catherine Elaine (Mrs. Charles H. Fleischer), born 
June 27, 1935, in New York City. 

2. Mary Eugenia, born May 30, 1940, at West Palm 
Beach. 

3. Margaret Ellen, born June 30, 1945, at West Palm 
Beach. 

Mary is a graduate of the American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts in New York City and is still studying 
drama. She has appeared in summer stock theater at 
Lake Mahopac, New York. 


P. J. LaCHANCE 


The Lake Shore Growers Cooperative of Belle Glade, 
although a comparatively new organization, is already 
among the largest shippers of produce in the Glades 
area and the volume of its business is increasing each 
year. Originally formed as the Harold Rabin Growers 
Cooperative on March 1, 1956, it became Lake Shore 
Growers Cooperative in June, 1957. Its first three presi- 
dents have been Harold Rabin, S. N. Knight and Ray R. 
Roth, who is currently president. Its directors are Ray 
R. Roth, S. N. Knight, Hagan Powell, W. W. Weeks, and 
Tony Rosbough. The Cooperative employs about 150 
people in season. In the 1958-59 season they shipped 
2,500,000 packages; in 1959-60, 2,765,000 packages; and 
in the present season of 1960-61 they are running ahead 
of last year. 

P. J. LaChance joined Lake Shore Cooperative as 
office manager in October, 1957, and became general 
manager in October, 1960. During his first three seasons 
with the organization he also acted as assistant secre- 
tary. 

Born in Nashua, New Hampshire, March 6, 1907, he is 
a son of Odilon LaChance and Aimee Dube LaChance. 
He received his general education at Sacred Heart 
Academy, Nashua, and Assumption College, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, and then attended Nashua Business Col- 
lege, from which he graduated in 1926. He took further 
studies at Boston University and Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. During World War II he served in the 
Navy and was aboard the USS Pittsburgh, a heavy 
cruiser, for one year, eight months in the combat zone 
in the Pacific. In the summer of 1945 the ship lost its 
bow in a typhoon. 

Before coming to Florida Mr. LaChance was super- 
intendent in a factory of International Shoe Company in 
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CLIOGRAPHICAL SSECTION 


Claremont, New Hampshire. Coming to Belle Glade in 
August, 1952, he was first connected with Rice Growers 
Cooperative as manager; then was comptroller for the 
Fritz Stein interests in Belle Glade for four years, which 
brings him up to the time he joined Lake Shore Co- 
operative. 

Mr. LaChance is a member of Elks Lodge #1716, the 
American Legion Post in Belle Glade, and St. Phillip’s 
Catholic Church. His wife is a member of the Altar So- 
ciety of St. Phillip’s, the Woman’s Club, and the PTA. 
She was Bertha Murphy of Nashua, New Hampshire, 
where she and Mr. LaChance were married on June 27, 
1936. 

A daughter, Anna Marie, was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
LaChance in Nashua, New Hampshire on. February 11, 
1945. She is now a member of the Student Council at 
Belle Glade High School and is currently ‘Miss Sopho- 
more.” 


W. ROSCELLE WILSON 


One of the early growers of sweet corn in the Ever- 
glades, and at present one of the largest growers of that 
vegetable in the area, is W. Roscelle Wilson, who came 
to Pahokee in 1927. He is president of W. R. Wilson and 
Sons Cooperative, organized in June, 1957, in which 
his brothers, L. B. and C. Frank Wilson, are also mem- 
bers. 

They are sons of William J. Wilson, a farmer of Miller 
County, Georgia, who died during the influenza epi- 
demic of 1918, and Ida Lee (Davis) Wilson, born in 
Miller County May 10, 1890, who is now Mrs. Ol Norton 
of Albany, Georgia. 

W. R. Wilson was born in Miller County, Georgia, 
April 24, 1910, and attended the public schools of that 
county, finishing high school in 1926. He came to Lake- 
land, Florida, where he worked for Polk County Baking 
Company in the production department. In August, 1927, 
he came to Pahokee, working for Florida Power and 
Light Company in installation work, but soon after- 
wards went to work on the farm of his future father- 
in-law. 

In 1936 he began farming for himself on a small piece 
of leased land, planting beans as his first crop. After 
that he built up his farm properties and today farms 
about 3,000 acres, which he leases. In 1954 he bought the 
first packing house of Pioneer Growers Cooperative, 
which had moved to other quarters, and now ships an 
average of 700,000 packages of vegetables, principally 
sweet corn, during the season. The Wilson operation in- 
cludes a pre-cooler for preparing produce for shipment 
in its original fresh condition. 

Mr. Wilson is a member of the Florida Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetable Growers Association, the Everglades Dis- 
trict Farm Bureau, the Sugarcane Growers Cooperative 
of Florida (a charter member and director), and the 
Palm Beach County Cattlemen’s Association. From 
about 1952 to 1957 he operated the Wilson Ranch at 
Pahokee, raising commercial cattle. 

Active in community life, he is a member of Elks 
Lodge #1638, Masonic Lodge #211, the First Baptist 
Church of Pahokee, and the PTA, in which his wife also 
is active. She is a member of the PEO Sisterhood and 
the Pahokee Garden Club. 

Mrs. Wilson is Genevieve Hull, daughter of Walter 
G. and Lois (Clark) Hull (see sketch of Mr. Hull), and 
was born at Plant City June 21, 1919. She and Mr. Wil- 


son were married at Okeechobee City, Florida, March 
28, 1934. They have two sons, born in Pahokee: 

1. Milton Hull Wilson, born September 28, 1935, who 
married Nora Jean Tripak of Okeechobee City. 

2. Michael Terrance Wilson, born April 24, 1943. 

Like most men, Mr. Wilson favors fishing and hunt- 
ing as recreations. 


© 


J. R. (RUDY) FAULK 


Although he has been in business for himself only 
since October, 1953, J. R. (Rudy) Faulk of Belle Glade 
is now one of the largest produce brokers in the Glades 
area. He has been awarded the highest ratings and 
highest respect in all the produce credit books. Orig- 
inally in construction work, he has been a resident of 
the Pahokee-Belle Glade area since 1933, and worked 
for other growers for some ten years before establishing 
his own firm. 

J. R. Faulk was born at Deason near Shelbyville, 
Tennessee, July 10, 1910. His father, J. Ben Faulk, was 
born at Bell Buckle, Tennessee, July 26, 1883, and died 
at Shelbyville November 23, 1956. He was a building 
contractor and farmer. Rudy’s mother, Ollie Florence 
(Threet) Faulk, born on February 5, 1887, near Bell 
Buckle, Tennessee, in the Vannata Community, is living 
in Wartrace, Tennessee. 

Rudy attended public school at Butler’s Creek and 
Shelbyville, graduated from Brandon Memorial School 
at Wartrace, Tennessee, and attended Middle Tennessee 
State College at Murfreesboro. 

For about two years he worked as assistant foreman 
in road construction for the State of Tennessee. On 
October 12, 1933, he arrived in Pahokee, Florida. He 
first worked in building construction and helped build 
one of the flood gates on the Hoover dike. In 1935 he 
bought lots and built a Sinclair service station, which he 
operated for about one year. In combination with the 
service station he operated a barbecue restaurant which 
was known as Rudy’s Bar-B-Q and was a favorite eat- 
ing place. The service station was sold to Sinclair Re- 
fining Company about 1942. From 1937 to 1943 Mr. Faulk 
was with the Florida State Road Department, first as 
an inspector and then as assistant superintendent of 
construction, over nine counties in South Florida. 

His association with the produce business began in 
April, 1943, when he joined Max E. Beverly, Inc., in 
Pahokee. From 1948 to 1951 he was with the Wedgeworth 
Estate as sales manager; from 1951 to 1953, with the 
Chastain Company, a produce brokerage; and in Oc- 
tober 1953 he organized his own company, J. R. Faulk 
Produce of Belle Glade. He is a buyer, broker, dis- 
tributor and shipper of producer. 

Mr. Faulk is a member of the Florida Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Growers Association, the United Fruit and 
Vegetable Association, The Glades Farm Bureau, the 
Tennessee Farm Bureau, the Belle Glade Chamber of 
Commerce and the Junior Chamber of Commerce. He 
is a charter member and trustee of the Church of Christ 
at Belle Glade, in which he is greatly interested. He and 
his wife are members of the Belle Glade PTA and she 
belongs to the Woman’s Club and the Garden Club. She 
is also a member of Omicron Chapter, Belle Glade, of 
the Fine Arts Sorority. Golfing, boating and fishing are 
Mr. Faulk’s favorite recreational activities. 

He was married at Pahokee May 10, 1936, to Anna Lee 
Boynton, daughter of Henry Grady and Katherine Eliza- 
beth (Prine) Boynton, who was born at Bartow, Florida, 
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March 1, 1915. Mr. and Mrs. Faulk have a daughter 
and a son, and one grandson. 


1, Cline Elizabeth Faulk, born January 17, 1940, at 
West Palm Beach, married Horace Hartsell, and they 
have a son, Mark Edward Hartsell. 


2. Thomas Grady Faulk was born June 24, 1952, at 
Belle Glade. 


JUDGE THOMAS W. CONELY, JR. 


Having completed twenty-eight years as County 
Judge of Okeechobee County, Thomas W. Conely, Jr., 
retired in January, 1957. This was the end of a long 
eareer of public service which included a term in the 
State Legislature, four years as prosecuting attorney, 
two terms as mayor of Okeechobee, and an earlier term 
as mayor of Marianna, Florida, the city of his birth. 


Both Judge Conely’s parents were natives of Florida. 
His father, Thomas W. Conely, son of John Conely, 
who came to Florida from North Carolina before the 
Civil War, was a successful merchant in Marianna, 
where he served as a member of the city council and 
was also a county commissioner of Jackson County. 
Judge Conely’s mother was L.D.S. Abernathy, daugh- 
ter of Meredith B. Abernathy, also from North Caro- 
lina, who settled in Marianna about the middle of the 
nineteenth century. 


Born in Marianna December 22, 1892, Thomas W. 
Conely, Jr., attended the public schools of his commu- 
nity through high school and received his college edu- 
cation at Tri-State College in Indiana, from which he 
was graduated in 1913 with a degree in Civil Engineer- 


ing. Turning to law as a profession, he studied in the — 


office of John H. Carter, Sr., of Marianna, and in Jan- 
uary, 1916, was admitted to the Florida State Bar; later 
admitted to practice before all Federal courts, the Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals, and the United States Supreme 
Court. 

Enlisting in the United States Army in April, 1917, 
Thomas W. Conely served in the Engineers Corps 
with the First Division of the American Expeditionary 
Forces and was in France for two years, during which 
time he rose through the ranks from a private to a 
second lieutenant. 


On his return from the Army he resumed the prac- 
tice of law in Marianna. During this time he showed 
a keen interest in civic matters and an ability which 
led to his being elected mayor of Marianna in 1920. 
Moving to Okeechobee in 1921, he established his legal 
practice there and won recognition for his ability and 
leadership. He was elected mayor of Okeechobee in 
1923 and served two terms in that office. In 1926 he 
was elected to represent Okeechobee County in the 
State Legislature. From 1928 to 1932 he was prosecuting 
attorney for Okeechobee County. On the basis of his 
accomplishments up to that time, he was elected County 
Judge in 1932 and was re-elected each four years since 
then until his retirement in January, 1957. 


Judge Conely is a member of the Okeechobee Coun- 
ty, the Florida State, and the American Bar Associa- 
tions, and has been a vice-president of the Twenty-first 
Judicial District of Florida. An active political figure 
in the past, he has served as secretary and chairman 
of the Florida State Democratic Executive Committee. 
During World War II he served on the Selective Serv- 
ice Board and for seven years was chairman of the 
Okeechobee Chapter of the American Red Cross. He is 


an honorary member of Phi Alpha Delta legal frater- 
nity, an honorary Chapter Farmer of Future Farmers 
of America, a life member of the Okeechobee Post of 
the American Legion, past Master of Masonic Lodge 
#237, past Worthy Patron of Chapter #128 of the Order 
of the Eastern Star, and president of the Board of 
Trustees of the First Methodist Church of Okeechobee, 
in which he has been a teacher of Men’s Sunday School 
class for the last seven or eight years. 


On June 19, 1938, at Quincy, Florida, Thomas W. 
Conely, Jr., married Martha Godard of Quincy, a de- 
scendant of Jefferson Davis, Confederate States Presi- 
dent. Mrs. Conely is a graduate of Florida Women’s 
College with a Bachelor degree in Home Economics, 
and has been a teacher in Florida public schools. She 
is a member of Chi Omega sorority. Judge and Mrs. 
Conely are the parents of three children: 

1. Thomas W., III, born September 8 ,1940. 

2. Fain Godard, born June 25, 1944. 

3. Martha Sue, born January 12, 1948. 


CURTIS A. THOMPSON 


One of the early farmers to operate on a large scale 
in the Belle Glade area, Curtis A. Thompson has been 
connected with the produce business there since 1927, 
but in recent years has confined his activities to ship- 
ping and brokerage. He ships between seven and eight 
hundred thousand packages a season. 

Son of J. T. and Virginia (Singletary) Thompson, he 
was born at Ochlocknee, Georgia, November 16, 1898. 
Both his parents were born near Ochlocknee, his father 
on July 28, 1857. He was a farmer in Georgia and died 
in November, 1947. After graduating from Ochlocknee 
High School, young Thompson worked in the police 
department of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad in 
Waycross, Georgia. 

In June, 1924, he came to Miami and got into the 
land-fill contracting business. About a year later he 
began the manufacture of concrete blocks in Miami 
under the name of C. A. Thompson Block Company. 
Following the collapse of the boom, he moved to Belle 
Glade in the fall of 1927 and began farming, raising 
mostly beans. Two years later he joined P. C. Keesee 
in the produce packing house and brokerage business 
and was with him until 1940, when he established his 
own produce business as C. A. Thompson and Com- 
pany, Inc. After operating independently for fifteen 
years, he sold out to Harold Rabin and Company in 
1955 and remained inactive for a couple of years. In 
the fall of 1957 he formed the Belle Produce Company 
at Belle Glade, a brokerage and shipping business. 
He still farms in a small way. 

Mr. Thompson is a member of Belle Glade Elks 
Lodge #1716, the Rotary Club and the First Methodist 
Church of Belle Glade, in which he is a trustee and 
a past steward. Mrs. Thompson also is active in church 
affairs and in the local chapter of the PEO sisterhood. 
She is a past president of Belle Glade Woman’s Club. 

Formerly Ola Beatrice Chason, Mrs. Thompson is a 
daughter of John P. and Elizabeth Jane (Williams) 
Chason of Cairo, Georgia, where she was born Janu- 
ary 28, 1899. The Thompsons were married at Miami, 
August 8, 1925. They have two sons, both born in 
West Palm Beach. 

1. Curtis A. Thompson, Jr., born February 24, 1936, 
is a graduate of the University of Florida with a B.S: 
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degree in Agriculture. He married Margaret Jane Mor- 
ris of Belle Glade and they have a son, C. A. Thomp- 
son, III. 

2. John Thomas Thompson, born November 26, 1937, 
attended the University of Florida for three years, 
majoring in Marketing. 

Both sons are now working with their father in 
Belle Produce Company. John, having recently finished 
his term in military service, has returned to Belle Glade. 


JOSEPH LOUIS MURPHY 


Joseph Louis Murphy, cattleman of Belle Glade, was 
formerly a farmer in that area and for a total of twenty- 
eight years was employed by the Brown Company, 
lumber dealers and pulp and paper manufacturers of 
Quebec and New Hampshire and owners of the Brown 
Farm in Belle Glade. 

Born in the Province of Quebec, Canada, January 
27, 1899, he was educated at St. Sylvester’s Good Shep- 
herd Convent, St. Sylvester, Quebec, through the 
twelfth grade. Both his parents were natives of Que- 
bec. His father, Luke H. Murphy, born November 18, 
1864, was a farmer in Quebec, Canada. He moved to 
Nashua, New Hampshire, in 1935, was retired, and died 
February 23, 1961, in Nashua, New Hampshire, aged 96. 
Joseph’s mother, Catherine (Horan) Murphy, was born 
in Quebec February 29, 1870, and died in Nashua No- 
vember 15, 1945. 

Finishing school in 1917, Mr. Murphy went to work 
for the Brown Company, first as a timekeeper, then as 
store clerk, timber scaler, timber estimator, accountant, 
and finished up as branch manager of the Brown Farm 
in Belle Glade, Florida. 

He was sent to Belle Glade by the Brown Company 
in March, 1930, for a two-month period, and has been 
there ever since. When the Brown Farm changed 
hands, in 1947, he worked for the new owners for six 
months; then was associated in farming with I. L. Price, 
now secretary of Belle Glade Chamber of Commerce, 
for five years, and for seven years after that farmed 
for himself. Two years ago he sold his farming interests 
and bought some land in the northern section of the 
Belle Glade area, where he began raising cattle, and 
now has a substantial herd. His is a breeding, raising 
and fattening operation, using a mixture of Black An- 
gus, Hereford and Brangus cattle. 

Mr. Murphy is a member of the Palm Beach County 
Cattlemen’s Association, a charter member of the Glade 
Livestock Auction Market Cooperative, charter mem- 
ber of Pioneer Growers Cooperative, and a director 
of the Florida National Bank at Belle Glade. In 1952 
Governor McCarty appointed him to the Everglades 
Fire Control District, to which he was reappointed by 
acting Governor Johns and Governor Collins, and is 
now vice-chairman. A Democrat, he is a past precinct 
committeeman of Palm Beach County Precinct #41, lo- 
cated at Brown Farm. Mrs. Murphy also was a Demo- 
cratic committeewoman for the Brown Farm precinct. 

Mr. Murphy is a charter member and past trustee of 
Elks Lodge #1716 of Belle Glade, a member of the 


Knights of Columbus Chapter #2075 of West Palm 





Beach, a member of St. Philip’s Catholic Church of 
Belle Glade and its Holy Name Society. 

He was married in Jacksonville, Florida, June 17, 
1938, to Susie Viola Hall, daughter of Martha Louise 
Stanphill and Green Andrew Hall, who was born at 
Red Bay, Alabama, July 6, 1905. Mrs. Murphy is active 


in the Belle Glade Woman’s Club, the Belle Glade Me- 
morial Hospital Auxiliary, and St. Philip’s Altar So- 
ciety. Her hobby is raising flowers, while Mr. Murphy’s 
favorite pastime is fishing. 


CLAUDE SIDNEY JONES 


Son of an early settler of South Florida, Claude Sid- 
ney Jones has been practicing law in Belle Glade for 
the past ten years and is now City Attorney for Belle 
Glade and South Bay. He served as Municipal Judge of 
Belle Glade in 1951. 

His father, Sidney Albert Johnston Jones, was born 
in Robison County, North Carolina, September 25, 
1859, and came to Florida about 1898, settling first in 
Live Oak. He was a farmer in Pahokee and a charter 
member of the First Baptist Church there. He died in 
St. Augustine December 26, 1938. Claude’s mother was 
Lucy Sylvia Green, who was born at Salem, Taylor 
County, Florida, August 29, 1881, and died at Pahokee 
on June 14, 1944. 

Born at Pahokee August 31, 1922, Claude S. Jones 
graduated from Pahokee High School in 1942. During 


‘his senior year in high school he was State President 


of Florida Future Farmers of America, and previous to 
that (about 1940) was chosen as “Commissioner of 
Agriculture” in the first Boys’ State of Florida. 

On December 6, 1942, he entered the United States 
Navy and served as radar operator in Argus Unit 7 and 
aboard the USS Humphries, taking part in four sea 
battles and one island battle in the Pacific, and was 
separated January 3, 1946, as Petty Officer first class. 
From February, 1946, until June, 1947, he was Veterans 
Service Officer for the Everglades district. 

Entering the University of Miami in 1947, he was 
graduated in February, 1951, with the LL.B. degree 
and began a private practice of law in Belle Glade 
on March 1, 1951. On January 1, 1961, he entered a 
partnership with Edward F. Allen and Robert E. Mat- 
thews, Jr., under the firm name of Allen, Jones and 
Matthews, and is engaged in the general practice of 
law in all Florida courts and the United States Dis- 
trict Court for the Southern District of Florida. 

Mr. Jones is a member of the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association and the Florida Bar; a past director 
of the Junior and Senior Chambers of Commerce of 
Belle Glade; past Adjutant of the Pahokee American 
Legion Post; a member of Elks Lodge #716, and of 
the First Baptist Church of Belle Glade. 

He was married at Hialeah, Florida, February 10, 
1946, to Doris Evelyn Jordan, who was born at Royston, 
Georgia, July 2, 1923, a daughter of Reverend Samuel 
Burney Jordan, a Baptist minister, born March 1, 1889, 
and Evelyn Sammons Jordan, born September 11, 1896. 
She is a direct descendant of Samuel Jordan who was 
a member of the first House of Burgesses, the Legisla- 
ture in the early Jamestown settlement of Virginia. She 
graduated from Pahokee High School in 1941, attended 
Mars Hills College, North Carolina, from 1941 to 1943, 
and Shorter College, Rome, Georgia, from 1943 to 1945, 
graduating with an A.B. degree. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones are the parents of three children: 

1. Claude Sidney Jones, Jr., born December 22, 1946, 
at West Palm Beach, Florida. 

2. Arthur Jordan Jones, born July 30, 1949, at Wau- 
chula, Florida. 

3. Lucy Evelyn Jones, born September 7, 1952, st 
Pahokee, Florida. 
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BLOGRAPHIGALA SECTTON 


MILTON THEODORE BURRY 


President of Agricultural Insecticides Company, Inc., 
of Belle Glade, Milton T. Burry is a native of Florida 
and has been engaged in related agricultural pursuits all 
of his business career. 

Born at Orange Lake, Marion County, June 4, 1911, 
he is a son of Daniel Henry and Minnie C. (King) 
Burry. His father was a merchant at Orange Lake. Edu- 
cated in the schools of Marion County and Alachua 
County, he graduated from Micanopy High School in 
1929, and went to work for Christian-Neal Produce 
Company of McIntosh, Florida. When this company 
broke up he stayed on with W. E. Christian Company. 
In 1943 he went to Homestead, Florida, with Kilgore 
Seed Company and soon afterwards was transferred 
to their Belle Glade store, where he was made manager 
about two years later. 


After some thirteen years with Kilgore Seed Company, 
in October of 1958, Mr. Burry and William Milton 
Douglas formed a partnership and purchased the Agri- 
cultural Insecticide Company at Belle Glade, which had 
been established in 1934 by Mr. Reidel and Mr. Nash. 
They manufacture insecticides, including Mineralite, a 
plant spray, originated by them, which has met with 
great success. Plans are under way for introducing it 
all over the nation. The company employs nine persons. 

In 1959, Mr. Burry and Mr. Douglas organized M & M 
Farm Supply Company, of which Mr. Douglas is presi- 
dent and Mr. Burry secretary-treasurer. They handle 
general farm equipment and at the present time are 
operating a machine, built under the supervision of the 
Extension Department of the University of Florida, for 
the heat treatment of cabbage seed to prevent seed- 
borne diseases. This is the first and only such machine 
in South Florida at this time. 

Mr. Burry is a member of the Florida Seedsmen and 
Garden Supply Dealers Association, an honorary 
Chapter Farmer of Future Farmers of America, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Palm Beach County Hospital 
Board, past president of the Belle Glade Parent-Teacher 
Association, past president and a charter member of the 
Belle Glade Civitan Club, and is very much interested 
in the club’s project, a school for exceptional children 
at Pahokee. He is also a member of the First Methodist 
Church of Belle Glade and past chairman of its Official 
Board of Stewards. Fishing and hunting are his favorite 
sports. 

On January 1, 1932, he married Ivah Louise Gale of 
Belleview, Florida, who died August 30, 1955. She was 
the mother of his two children: 

1. Allan J. Burry, born February 27, 1934, at Ocala, 
who married Evelyn Moll of Tampa. 

2. Winifred Louise Burry, born September 26, 1936, 
at Orange Lake, Florida, who married Earl F. Adams, 
II, of Palm Beach, Fla. 

On January 25, 1957, Mr. Burry married, at Belle 
Glade, Uceba Jones Caruthers, who was born Decem- 
ber 23, 1913, at Boynton, Florida, daughter of Sidney 
A. J. and Lucy S. (Green) Jones. 


WILLIAM MILTON DOUGLAS 


President of M & M Farm Supply Company and sec- 
retary-treasurer of Agricultural Insecticides Company, 
Inc., both of Belle Glade, William M. Douglas was born 
in Columbia County, Florida, at Lulu, on May 31, 1918, 


son of Charles L. Douglas, a rural mail carrier, and 
Lola R. Markham. 

Following his graduation from Lake City High School 
in 1936, he went to work for Kilgore Seed Company at 
Belle Glade until he entered the United States Army 
in July, 1943. He served in the Second Infantry Divi- 
sion, 38th Infantry Regiment, as an 81-mm mortar ob- 
server, taking part in three major campaigns, and was 
discharged in February, 1945, as a staff sergeant. 

Returning from the Army, he became manager of the 
Pahokee store of Kilgore Seed Company and was there 
until, in 1958, he and Mr. Milton Burry formed a part- 
nership and bought out Agricultural Insecticides Com- 
pany at Belle Glade. This firm was established in 1934 
by Mr. Reidel and Mr. Nash. It manufactures insecticides 
and under the present management has orig‘nated a 
plant spray called Mineralite which has met with great 
success. Plans are under way for introducing this prod- 
uct on a nation-wide scale. 

In 1959, Mr. Douglas and Mr. Burry organized the 
M & M Farm Supply Company with Mr. Douglas as 
president and Mr. Burry as secretary-treasurer. In 
addition to selling general farm equipment, they are 
operating at the present time a machine for the heat 
treatment of cabbage seed to prevent seed-borne dis- 
eases. This machine, built under the supervision of the 
Extension Department of the University of Florida, is 
the first and, so far, the only one of its kind in South 
Florida. 

Mr. Douglas is a member of the Agricultural Stabiliza- 
tion Committee under the United States Department of 
Agriculture, a member of Florida Seedsmen and Garden 
Supply Dealers Association, an honorary Chapter 
Farmer of Future Farmers of America, secretary-treas- 
urer of Northwest Palm Beach County Hospital Board, 
a member of Elks Lodge #1638 of Pahokee, a member 
of Delray Beach Power Squadron, and of the First 
Baptist Church of Pahokee. Fishing and boating are his 
choices for recreation. 

He was married at Bartow, Florida, July 6, 1940, to 
Ruth Andrews, daughter of Raymond W. and Sarah 
(Kennedy) Andrews, who was born at Glenwood, Ala- 
bama, March 16, 1921. They have four children: 

1. Dianne, born August 31, 1943, at West Palm Beach. 

2. Linda Ruth, born December 30, 1947, at Pahokee. 

3. Theresa Gale, born August 23, 1952, at Pahokee. 

4. William Milton, Jr., born July 29, 1954, at Pahokee. 

Mrs: Douglas is active in church circles, in the PTA 
and in the Girl Scouts. 


SARA LEE CREECH 


A member of a pioneer family of Belle Glade and the 
whole Lake Okeechobee area is Sara Lee Creech, her- 
self a devoted civic and social worker as well as bus- 
iness woman, conducting a general insurance agency 
and a flower shop. 

Daughter of Louis Thomas Creech, Sr., and Mary 
Araminta Young, she was born in Brooks County, 
Georgia, near Quitman, on May 2, 1916. Her father was 
born at Quitman, Georgia, October 26, 1861, and died 
at Lake Worth, Florida, July 16, 1940. He was a farmer 
and merchant in Georgia. Her mother, born in the set- 
tlement of Troupeville, in Lowndes County, Georgia, 
August 22, 1872, is living with her daughter in Belle 
Glade. 

For her first year of schooling Miss Creech attended 
a one-room schoolhouse on Ritta Island in the south 
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end of Lake Okeechobee. Her teacher was a Miss 
Snyder. In the spring of 1923 Mrs. Creech became Dean 
of Girls and Dietitian at the Tenth District A. & M. 
School in Sparta, Georgia, a part of the University of 
Georgia system. Sara Lee attended public school in 
Sparta. Returning to Belle Glade, she graduated from 
Pahokee High School in 1935. 

In the summer of 1938 she passed her state examina- 
tion as a general insurance agent and has been carry- 
ing on this business since then. In 1946 she and her 
mother, who was then in her seventies, and wanted 
something to occupy her time, started growing plants 
and flowers. As there was no florist in Belle Glade at 
that time, their hobby evolved into the present florist 
business, “Flowers by Creech.” Miss Creech is a mem- 
ber of the Florist Telegraph Delivery Association and 
the Florida State Florists Association. 


An idea of her prominence in civic and social affairs 
may be gained by the following list of her memberships 
and offices held. She is a past member of the Palm 
Beach County Democratic Executive Committee; served 
ten years on the Belle Glade Planning and Zoning 
Board; and is past chairman of the Municipal Swim- 
ming Pool Committee. The pool was built during her 
tenure of office. She is a member of the Palm Beach 
Chapter of the United Nations Association; a charter 
member and past president of the Belle Glade Inter- 
racial Council; a past director of the National Federa- 
tion of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs; past 
president of the Florida Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs, and past editor of its offi- 
cial magazine, the Florida Business Woman. She is a 
member of Belle Glade Chapter #197 of the Order of 
the Eastern Star; the Belle Glade Community Meth- 
odist Church and its Committee of Christian Social 
Concerns, and a past member of the Official Board of 
Stewards of this church. ‘ 


In connection with her inter-racial social work, Miss 
Creech is the originator of the Saralee doll, the first 
Negro doll made from anthropologically correct sculp- 
tured heads, which were modeled by the nationally 
known sculptress, Sheila Burlingame, from photographs 
of Negro children taken by Miss Creech. Previously the 
only Negro dolls available were white dolls painted 
black or brown, or caricature dolls of the “mammy” 
and “pickaninny” type. The project claimed national 
attention, with Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Bernard Ba- 
ruch and Dr. Ralph Bunche drawn into the act, and 
won a full-page picture display and story in the Sunday 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch of November 11, 1951, as well 
as in Life magazine, Newsweek, New York Times and 
New York Herald Tribune. 


Miss Creech’s uncle, William Briggs Young, came 
from Brooks County, Georgia, to Moorehaven, Florida, 
about 1913 and bought the first section of land in that 
area to be used for farming purposes. Although he 
never held office, he was active in politics. An older 
brother of Miss Creech, R. Y. Creech, Sr., after serving 
in World War I (he went in as a bugler and came out 
a captain), came to the Glades in the fall of 1919 and 


_ began farming with his uncle. He was a pioneer farmer 


in the area west and south of Lake Okeechobee, where 
he tried all sorts of crops without any assistance, such 
as the present day experimental stations, and became a 
very successful farmer. He was one of the original or- 
ganizers of Pioneer Growers, Inc., now Pioneer Grow- 
ers Cooperative, but on retiring sold his interest. Active 
in many civic affairs, he was a councilman of the City 


of Belle Glade and helped organize the American Le- 
gion Post there, which was such a help in the 1928 
hurricane. He is now living in retirement at Fort Myers 
Beach, Florida. 

A younger brother, Louis Thomas Creech, Jr., came 
from Georgia a year or two later and joined his brother 
and uncle in farming. Soor afterwards he became one 
of the first produce brokers in the area. He was one 
of the incorporators of the City of Belle Glade on April 
10, 1928, and served as a councilman. He died at Belle 
Glade May 9, 1938. 


ZIBE KING WILLIAMS 


Named for the “Cattle King of South Florida,” Ziba 
King, who was a close friend of his grandfather, John 
Collier, Zibe King Williams of Okeechobee is keeping 
up the cattleman tradition in his family. On his two 
ranches in Okeechobee County he has about 12,000 
head of cattle. He recently sold 1,000 head of Florida 
“cracker” steers for use in the filming of “Red River,” 
a Western movie starring John Wayne. Both Mr. Wil- 
liams and his wife are second-generation. Floridians. 

His maternal grandfather, John Collier, born June 
22, 1853, came from Valdosta, Georgia, with his parents 
and homesteaded in the Crewsville area of what is now 
Hardee County, where they were early citrus growers 
and became cattlemen on a large scale. Grandfather 
Collier got his start in cattle-raising by rounding up 
unbranded cattle roaming over what is known as the 
“90-mile Prairie” in southeast Hardee County, adjoin- 
ing Highlands and DeSoto counties. 

Zibe’s mother, Sallie Collier Williams, was born at 
Crewsville March 1, 1875, and is living in Sebring, now 
close to her 86th birthday. His father, Fitz Hugh Wil- 
liams, was born in Rome, Georgia, October 15, 1870, and 
died at Sebring, Florida, December 4, 1944. Before he 
became a cattleman he was a builder. He designed and 
built the DeSoto County Courthouse at Arcadia and 
at one time was president of the Citizens Bank of Zolfo . 
Springs. 

Born at Crewsville, Florida, January 15, 1902, Zibe 
King Williams attended the public schools of his com- 
munity and graduated from Wauchula High School in 
1919. He attended three summer sessions at the Uni- 
versity of Florida, then studied banking at the Tampa 
Business College, graduating in 1923. The next three 
years he spent in South America with United Fruit 
Company as a cost accountant. 

On returning from South America he went into the 
cattle business with his father in Crewsville. In 1940 he 
moved to Okeechobee as manager of “101 Ranch” and 
after his father’s death continued there as manager of 
the ranch and executor of the estate. About seven 
years ago, with his wife as a partner, he started a 
separate ranch called “J Box,” located in the south- 
western part of Okeechobee County. Both ranches have 
commercial cattle but J Box ranch uses mostly Brah- 
man bulls. They are raisers of cattle—they sell the 
steers to feeders and fatteners of cattle. Zibe Williams 
and his father were among the first in Florida to plant 
improved pasture grasses. 

Mr. Williams is a charter member and past secretary 
of the Okeechobee County Cattlemen’s Association, a 
member of the Florida Cattlemen’s Association and of 
the Florida Farm Bureau. He is an organizer and has 
been a director most of the time of the Okeechobee 
County Chamber of Commerce, which he served as 
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_ secretary for a while in the beginning. Through the 


Chamber of Commerce he is interested in bringing in- 
dustry to the area and in the betterment of the county 
and city. 

He is a member and co-chairman of the Okeechobee 
County Democratic Committee; Okeechobee County 
representative to the Selective Service Board; served 
two years on the Florida Safety Council, to which 
he was appointed by Acting Governor Charlie Johns; 
and is a member of the Florida Sheriffs Association. 
A charter member of the Okeechobee Rotary Club, he 
was its secretary for years. He is also a charter member 
and past president of the Civic Club, a charter mem- 
ber of the Boat Club, and a member of the Methodist 
Church, all of Okeechobee. An active Mason, he was 
three times Master of Lodge #237, F. & A. M., and be- 
longs to Lake Worth Consistory and Bahia Temple 
Shrine. He is also a past Patron of Okeechobee Chap- 
ter #128 of the Order of the Eastern Star, in which 
his wife is very active. Both Mr. and Mrs. Williams 
enjoy hunting and fishing outings. 

They were married in Sebring May 6, 1927. Mrs. Wil- 
liams was Eva Mae Whidden, born in Avon Park Sep- 
tember 19, 1908, daughter of Rev. Walter R. Whidden, 
a minister of the Church of God, who was born in 
Spring Valley, Florida, July 1, 1887, and died at Sebring 
September 12, 1957. Her mother, Nellie Morgan Whid- 
den, was born at Midway, Florida, February 10, 1887, 
and is living at Lake Placid, Florida. 


Mrs. Williams is a past Matron of Chapter #128, 
O.E.S., twice past Grand Instructor of District #26, 
and past Grand Electa of Florida Grand Chapter. She 
is also a charter member and past president of Okee- 
chobee Woman’s Club; past president of the Board of 
the Dunklin Rest Home; past president of the PTA of 
St. Lucie, Indian River, Martin and Okeechobee coun- 
ties; and now chairman of the Okeechobee County 
Chapter of the American Cancer Society. 

Mr. and Mrs. Williams are the parents of six chil- 
dren: 

1. Haynes E. Williams, born February 25, 1928, in 
Crewsville. 

2. William Henry Williams, born November 9, 1930, 
Crewsville. 

3. Eva Grace (Mrs. Joel Taylor), born June 19, 1937, 
Sebring. 

4. Wanda Sue, born November 8, 1942, at Fort Pierce. 

5 Mary Helen, born July 2, 1944, at Fort Pierce. 

6. Betty Louise, born February 16, 1947, at Sebring. 

The sons are both cattlemen, having been started 
off by their father with their own cattle and land in the 
area north of Okeechobee City. Both are graduates of 
the University of Florida, School of Agriculture. 
Haynes is now Clerk of the Circuit Court of Okee- 
chobee County. 


NATHAN BOLTON 


Nathan Bolton, cattleman of Lake Harbor, has been 
a resident of that locality since 1945 and was engaged 
in a farming operation until a few years ago, when he 
turned his farmland into pasture and began raising a 
commercial herd of cattle. 

He was born in Morgan, Georgia, May 1, 1906, son 
of James Nathan Bolton, a Georgia farmer, and Birchie 
(Summerford) Bolton. Educated in the public schools 


of Georgia, he graduated from Terrell County High 
School in 1923 and took further studies in mechanics 
and electricity at Macon Vocational School. 

He was a member of the Dawson, Georgia, Fire De- 
partment when he met and married his wife, who was 
Gladys Vernue Frazier, born June 29, 1909, in Terrell 
County, Georgia, where she graduated from high school 
in 1926. She is a daughter of W. T. (“Jack”) and Willie 
(Scott) Frazier. She and Mr. Bolton were married 
February 1, 1931, at Dothan, Alabama. 

Three or four years after they were married Mr. 
Bolton began farming in Terrell County, Georgia, and 
continued ‘until about 1939. For the next two years 
he worked as an electrician at several military air- 
bases. Very early in World War II he enlisted in the 
United States Navy and served until shortly before 
the war’s end in a Construction Battalion (Seabees) in 
the Pacific as electrician’s mate first class, having 
turned down a commission. 

When he returned from the Navy in 1945 he moved 
to Lake Harbor, Florida. There he farmed, raising 
beans, cabbage and other leafy vegetables, until 1958, 
when he went in for cattle raising. He uses mostly Santa 
Gertrudis breeding stock and markets his cattle at 
the Glades Livestock Market. He is a member of the 
Glades Farm Bureau. 

Mr. Bolton attends the Belle Glade Methodist 
Church, while Mrs. Bolton attends the First Baptist 
Church at Lake Harbor, which she has served as treas- 
urer, clerk and Sunday School teacher. Since 1950 she 
has been bookkeeper for Mr. C. A. Thomas, president 
of South Bay Growers, Inc. Her pet civic project is 
the Heart Fund Drive, in which she has worked since 
it was organized in the Glades area. 


WILLIAM JAMES ADAMS 
SELMA ADAMS TUMBLESTON 


The J and S Fish Camp and Restaurant on the east- 
ern shore of Lake Okeechobee for many years has been 
widely known for its famous catfish and hushpuppy 
dinners, and at the time it started operation was the 
only restaurant specializing in these. They served as 
much as 300 pounds of catfish a day—to prominent 
people from all over the United States in many walks 
of life. The proprietors and originators, Jim and Selma 
Adams, had previously operated various enterprises in 
West Palm Beach and Lake Worth since 1930. 

William James Adams, son of Sidney J. and Mamie 
(Clark) Adams, was born in Suwannee County, Flor- 
ida, November 24, 1888. His father was a merchant in 
Mayo, Florida, and was Mayor of Mayo at the time 


of his death. 


Selma Newton, daughter of William J. and Leathe 
(Lovell) Newton, was born in St. Clair County, Ala- 
bama, July 29, 1904. Her father was a carpenter and 
farmer in Texas and Alabama. She was educated in 
the public schools of Odenville, near Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

William James Adams and Selma Newton were mar- 
ried June 26, 1930. From 1930 to 1945 they owned a 
grocery store and meat market in West Palm Beach 
and at the same time operated Florida Sugar Distrib- 
utors wholesale store. Before moving out to Lake 
Okeechobee they operated businesses at the J and S 
(Adams) Corner, Lake Worth Road and Military Trail. 

In May, 1945, they bought about 100 acres on the 
shore of Lake Okeechobee, developed canals leading 
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to the Lake and started operating the J and S. It had 
been Mr. Adams’ intention to retire when he came to 
Lake Okeechobee, but he was not a man who could 
ignore the opportunities of this area. He worked hard 
in the business during the week, but on Sunday he 
liked to sit and whittle and talk with people who 
stopped at the place. He made many beautiful wood 
carvings, one of which was a gavel which he presented 
to the Masonic Lodge in Scotland. 

He was widely known for his “cracker” philosophy 
and wrote many poems, both philosophical and humor- 
ous, some of which were published in newspapers and 
magazines. Perhaps the most famous is “This Place 
That I Run,” describing the many different personali- 
ties that he met in his business. He went out of his 
way to help anyone who needed help—an old friend, 
or someone whom he had never met. His sudden death 
on June 16, 1954, was a great shock. 

He was a member of the Palm Beach County Cattle- 
men’s Association; a Democratic precinct committee- 
man of Precinct #42, Palm Beach County; a 32nd de- 
gree Mason of Lake Worth Lodge #245 and a member 
of Pahokee Rotary. He and Mrs. Adams were members 
of Calvary Methodist Church of Mayo. 

Mr. Adams was the father of three children: Carlton 
James Adams of Miami, Sidney Burwick Adams of 
Delray Beach, and June Adams Reeder of Jacksonville. 

Selma Adams married Harold J. Tumbleston on June 
21, 1960. She and her husband are now breaking ground 
for a sixteen-unit motel, to be called Selma’s Motel, 
and a restaurant is also in the plans for the future. 
The location is U.S. 441 and Highway 98, midway be- 
tween Okeechobee and Canal Point on the shore of 
the Lake. The Tumblestons’ hobby is a cattle ranch 
near their home, where they raise Herefords and Black 
Angus. 

Mrs. Tumbleston is a member of the Independent 
Home Merchants Association of Florida, a past mem- 
ber of Lake Worth Chamber of Commerce, and a mem- 
ber of Lake Worth Chapter #111 of the Eastern Star. 
She now attends the First Baptist Church at Indian- 
town with her husband. 


JAMES WARREN REPPER 


Cattleman and farmer of Canal Point, James Warren 
Repper came to Pahokee, Florida, when he was eigh- 
teen and fresh out of high school in Orbisonia, Penn- 
sylvania, where he was born June 20, 1913. His par- 
ents, Arthur J. (born May 8, 1872, died April 14, 1941) 
and Annie Miller Repper (born January 31, 1874, died 
March 5, 1929), both lived and died in Orbisonia, 
where his father was a farmer. Graduating from high 
school in 1931, he arrived in Pahokee the following 
January 3, 1932, and went to work for Glades Truck 
and Tractor Company. 

On June 20, 1935, at Clewiston, Florida, he married 
Novella Valeria Connell, who was born at Waukeenah, 
Jefferson County, Florida, August 15, 1912. Her par- 
ents, also, are natives of Florida. Her father, David T. 
Connell, was born at Waukeenah August 10, 1885. and 
died at Canal Point May 25, 1960. Her mother, Mabel 
Smith Connell, was born at Lamont in Jefferson coun- 
ty, Florida, May 7, 1892, and is living at Canal Point. 

After his marriage in 1935 James Repper helped his 
father-in-law in his grocery store, D. T. Connell’s, 
which was opened in 1931 in Tedderville, a settlement 
north of Canal Point, where the store is now located. 
Also at this time, he began to farm for himself. He 


started raising cattle in 1951 and has a commercial herd, 
using Black Angus bulls. His ranch and farm are a 
mile north of Canal Point. This year, like some others 
in the Glades area, he has begun to raise sugar cane, 
and has planted seed beds for 100 acres. 

Mr. Repper has two brothers who settled in the vi- 
cinity—Joseph at Canal Point and John L. at Pahokee. 
A sister, Mrs. Grace Corbin, lives in the old home 
town, Orbisonia, Pennsylvania. With some help from 
himself and his wife, his mother-in-law, Mrs. Con- 
nell, operates the grocery store, which sells general 
merchandise as well as groceries. The family also op- 
erates a Shell Oil station. Last year Mr. Connell re- 
ceived a plaque from the company in appreciation for 
ten years of friendly business relations. 

He is secretary and director of the Everglades Farm 
Bureau, secretary and past president of Lake Okee- 
chobee Farmers Cooperative, past vice-president and 
now secretary of Palm Beach County Cattlemen’s As- 
sociation, a member of the Glades Livestock Market, 
past president and an honorary member of Pahokee 
Chapter of Future Farmers of America. Active in the 
Lions, he is a charter member and past president of 
the Canal Point Lions Club and Deputy District Gov- 
ernor of the 35th District of Lions International of 
Florida. He is assistant Scout Master of Canal Point 
Boy Scout Troop #24 and both he and his wife are 
very much interested in the Canal Point PTA. It was 
through Mrs. Repper’s efforts that drinking fountains 
were installed in the Canal Point School. 

During World War II Mr. Pepper worked at Morrison 
Field, now Palm Beach International Airport, for the 
Air Transport Command in a Civil Service capacity. 
He is a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church at Pa- 
hokee, while Mrs. Repper is active in the Women’s 
Society of Christian Service of the First Methodist 
Church of Canal Point, where she teaches Sunday 
School. Fishing, hunting and water skiing are Mr. 
Repper’s favorite sports. 

A son, James Warren Repper, Jr., was born October 
30, 1941, at West Palm Beach. He won the Florida State 
Star Farmer award of the Pahokee Chapter of FFA 
in 1959 and is now a candidate for the American Farm 
award to be presented this coming summer (1961) in 
Kansas City, Missouri. He is a past president and past 
treasurer of the FFA at Pahokee and is charter pres- 
ident of the Palm Beach County Junior Cattlemen’s 
Association. 


HENRY ALEXANDER BRADDOCK 


A pioneer of Miami and of the Belle Glade district, 
Henry Alexander Braddock had much to do with the 
founding and development of the thriving packing 
house business of Florida’s most bountiful farming 
area. 

Born in Crescent City, Florida, December 2, 1864, 
he was a son of Aldridge Braddock, cattleman and 
orange grower, and Winifred (Haddock) Braddock, 
both from King’s Ferry, Florida, on the St, Mary’s 
River, His education was received in the elementary 
school at Crescent City. At New Smyrna, Florida, on 
August 22, 1894, he married Bertha Elizabeth Lee, who 
was born at New Smyrna April 27, 1877, daughter of 
William Washington Lee and Dorina Elizabeth (Mitch- 
ell) Lee, both natives of Hawkinsville, Georgia. 

In October 1895 Henry Braddock moved to Miami 
with his wife and baby. On twenty acres of land which 
he soon purchased, where the Riverside Bank is now 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


located, he pitched a tent and lived there for eight 
months. During this time the family experienced their 
first hurricane. Throughout the night as the storm 
raged, Henry kept running outside to tighten the tent, 
which was tied to huge rocks. As a precaution against 
the possible collapse of the tent, he placed his wife 
and baby under a table. 

There were only three houses in Miami when Henry 
Braddock arrived there. These belonged to the Brick- 
ells, the Tuttles, and Frederick B. Morse, the first 
Florida East Coast agent in Miami. It was from Mr. 
Morse that Braddock purchased his land, and he paid 
for it partly out of the wages he earned crushing rock 
and building a pathway from the sand road to the 
Morse home, For this work Mr. Morse paid him $1.50 
a day, half of which he returned as payment on the 
land, retaining 75c for the living expenses of himself 
and family. 

Quick to realize the potential of land in the Miami 
area, he bought up more and more land in the Alla- 
pattah district. When he moved his family from the 
tent, it was into a two-story house which he got from 
J. E, Lummus in exchange for a gold Waltham watch 
—even trade! Shortly before the death of Mr, Lummus, 
a few years ago, on an occasion when the Braddocks 
were visiting him, he pulled the old watch out of his 
pocket, It was still running. 

Henry Braddock made his first thousand dollars 
growing tomatoes at Cutler’s Ridge, and with the 
money bought milk cows and went into the dairy busi- 
ness in Miami, At one time he furnished milk to the 
entire city of Miami from his dairy of seven cows. 

The Braddocks had eleven children, including a pair 
of twins; the first child born in New Smyrna, the others 
in Miami. Raising a family of that size without any 
modern convenience such as we have today did not 
deter Bertha Lee Braddock, the mother of this family, 
from riding her bicycle (with her youngest child in 
the basket) one day a week into the city, a distance of 
three miles, to take piano lessons at the Miami Con- 
servatory of Music, located near the Bay, which was 
conducted by Franklin Coleman Bush. 

By 1913 the city had grown too crowded for a pioneer 
of Henry Braddock’s calibre, and he began to look 
for new horizons, At that time he was hunting up in 
the wild, virgin, “custard apple” country on Torry 
Island in Lake Okeechobee. He saw at once the in- 
herent fertility of this land and the great potential of 
the area. After many contests with the State (which 
insisted that this was swamp and overflow land, be- 
longing to the State, and therefore not subject to 
homesteading)—after numerous trips to Tallahassee, 
Gainesville (where the Federal Land Office was lo- 
cated), and Washington, D.C., Braddock finally pro- 
cured a ruling declaring this Government land and 
subiect to homesteading. All of this activity consumed 
several years. By this time other people, having learned 
of the value of the land and the struggle that was going 
on for the privilege of homesteading it, had moved in 
and settled the entire island, with the exception of 
eighty acres, which was all that was left for Mr, Brad- 
dock to homestead, Later he acquired additional acre- 
age by purchase. This extremely fertile island, together 
with the other islands in the area, completely sur- 
rounded by Lake Okeechobee and protected from frost, 
has become known es the warmest farming land in the 
State of Florida, if not in the United States, and is now 
the center of a great farming business. 

Henry Braddock built the first school in the Glades 


on Torry Island, procured a teacher, and populated the 
school with his own children, Although there had been 
opposition to establishing a school, other children be- 
gan attending almost immediately, Soon a general store 
was established there, and a post office, which con- 
tinued to serve the entire area until many years later, 
when a post office was established at Chosen, a small 
community on the canal bank on the mainland, about 
a mile from Torry Island, which was settled by a re- 
ligious sect known as Dunkards. To the east of Chosen 
Mr. Braddock had bought 79 acres, and at that time 
deeded a lot from this tract with the understanding 
that it would be used for a post office. 

Braddock envisioned a railroad and shipping point 
from which the produce of this bountiful land could 
be shipped, and to this end, when his prediction came 
true and the railroad was located right through his 
property, he launched the Belle Glade Terminal Sub- 
division, which has grown amazingly down through 
the years and has become the hub of the gigantic, 
hustling, thriving community known as the Packing 
House Area, where dozens of packing houses with all 
their attendant businesses, ice houses, precooling plants, 
brokers’ and shippers’ offices, etc., are located. Here 
on the numerous sidetracks are loaded the hundreds 
of carloads of fresh, cooled, iced vegetables which are 
picked up each day and night and started on their 
journey to the far corners of the country. Equally 
important are the truck loads moving out every hour of 
the day’ and night in great volume, This Terminal has 
become the center of millions of dollars worth of 
produce shipped out from a land whose potential has 
never yet been plumbed. 

Here on the muck land lived for awhile a man of 
great vision with his feet solidly on the ground. Later 
he returned to his home in Miami, managed his prop- 
erties there, and lived out his days. He died at the 
age of 83 years in Miami. He was a devout member 
of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Braddock in 
order of age, are: 

. Clara Lucille, born August 15, 1895. 

. Henry Lee, born December 3, 1897, died in 1923. 
. Roscoe Lee, born October 24, 1899. 

. Edgar Allen, born July 18, 1901. 

. Stanley 

and 

6. Rita Elizabeth, born July 15, 1903. Stanley died at 
nine months. 

7, Felix Alexander, born August 28, 1904. 

8. Grace Isabel, born January 12, 1906, died in 1938. 

9. Henry Alexander, born October 21, 1909. 

10. Virgil, born March 10, 1911. 

11. Bertha Lee, born December 1, 1918. 


oe 


ROSCOE BRADDOCK 


Son of an early pioneer of Miami and Torry Island, 
Lake Okeechobee, Roscoe Braddock grew up in the 
latter area as a farmer and cattleman and became the 
leading organizer and driving force behind the estab- 
lishment of the Palm Beach County Cattlemen’s As- 
sociation and the Belle Glade Livestock Market. He 
is at present engaged in the operation of his “Rocking 
A” cattle ranch east of Belle Glade. 

He was born in Miami, Florida, October 24, 1899. 
His parents, Henry Alexander Braddock and Bertha 
Elizabeth Lee, both well known families in American 
history, moved to Miami in October 1895. 
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His father, was born and reared in Crescent City, 
Florida. His mother was born in New Smyrna, Florida. 
Her parents were William Washington Lee and Dorina 
Elizabeth (Mitchell) Lee, natives of Hawkinsville, 
Georgia. 


Roscoe started life in a sparsely settled area, 
there being only three houses in Miami when his 
parents moved there, seeking new frontiers, He at- 
tended public school in Miami and spent his early 
years assisting his father in operating one of the 
first dairies in Miami. 

When he was thirteen his pioneering parents, finding 
Miami growing so rapidly and becoming too crowded, 
began again to look for new frontiers. Traveling via 
canals fom Miami, they came into Lake Okeechobee 
and settled on Torry Island, where they homesteaded 
land and settled down for a while. Because of schoo! 
facilities for their eleven children, they continued to 
maintain their Miami residence, as well as their 
business and extensive properties, and moved by 
their cabin cruiser, appropriately named “The Stork”, 
between Torry Island and Miami from season to 
season. 

Upon settling on Torry Island and establishing a 
homestead, the strong, husky Braddock boys, six in 
all, under the direction of their father proceeded to 
dig with spade and shovel a channel, where the 
marina of the City of Bell Glade is now located, for 
their boats and barge to dock, on which they brought 
supplies from Miami. It was the pride of their pio- 
neering father that on the rich, warm muck of Torry 
Island they could, if necessary, live indefinitely with- 
out any contact with the outside world. All types of 
water fowl and game and fish abounded in great num- 


bers; and every type of vegetable and fruit necessary - 


to a balanced diet could be grown by dropping the seed 
in the soil. Like a bonanza strike to a gold prospector 
was this Torry Island soil to a farmer. 

Roscoe’s father, being a far sighted man, bought 
up extensive properties in the area which is now 
Belle Glade before there were any roads, any town, 
and all travel was via canals. He predicted at that 
time that a railroad would surely be established there; 
and it came to pass, right through the center of his 
property. 

At sixteen Roscoe entered the University of Florida, 
later attending Stetson University also. His parents 
continuing to live in Miami, he assumed the manage- 
ment of their Belle Glade and Torry Island proper- 
ties, 


In 1936 he married Allene Sledge of Monticello, 
Florida, daughter of James Amos and Harriet Amanda 
(Bishop) Sledge, whose families had settled in Jeffer- 
son County, Florida, in 1828. Two sons were born 
to the Braddocks: Henry Lee II and Roscoe Lee II. 
At this time (1961), Lee is in the service of the 
United States Army, having enlisted in the Infantry 
branch of the service as Second Lieutenant upon his 
graduation from Washington and Lee University. In 
June. 1960, he married Jeannie Egolf, of Chevy Chase, 
Maryland. They have one son, Henry Lee III. Roscoe 
II is attending the University of Georgia at Athens, 
where he is majoring in animal husbandry. 

Mr. Braddock farmed on the famed Torry Island, 
growing winter vegetables for many years. Also, 
having raised cattle on the island as a teenaged boy, 
he could never get away from the idea that this 


area would make a fine cattle producing area; and to 
this end he pioneered the development of beef cattle 
and the proper grass pastures in the muck soil of 
Palm Beach County. His constant promotion of the 
idea induced others to become interested and branch 
out in the business as a side line in conjunction with 
growing vegetables, thug balancing the economy of 
the ‘glades which, up to that time, had no summer 
growing crops, everything coming to a standstill as 
soon as the season was over in the spring, until fall, 
when the crops would again be planted for the winter 
markets. As the cattle business grew and developed, 
and as western Palm Beach County’s potential in 
this area became more and more apparent, many 
farmers made the complete transition from vegetables 
to cattle. 

At this time Mr. Braddock went about organizing 
the Palm Beach County Cattlemen’s Association and 
affiliating promptly with the State Association, serving 
as its president for several terms and continuing 
actively in the development of the Association. He 
made a study of livestock markets, knowing the 
great advantage of being able to market cattle locally, 
and envisioning the great future for cattlemen in 
Palm Beach County. To this end he promoted and 
was largely instrumental in getting established in 
Belle Glade the largest livestock market in the state. 


Mr. Braddock is a charter member and past presi- 
dent of the Belle Glade Rotary Club, which celebrated 
its twenty-fifth anniversary recently. For fourteen 
years he has served as an executive of the Gulf 
Stream Council of the Boy Scouts of America, and 
down the years has contributed generously always of 
his talents, his time and his strength for the better- 
ment of his community. He is a member of the First 
Baptist Church. 


HENRY R. LAYFIELD 


A retired farmer and rancher of Lake Harbor, Henry 
R. Layfield moved there with his bride thirty-three years 
ago, coming from Columbia County, Florida. near Fort 
White, where he was born April 8, 1900. His father, 
William B. Layfield, was born in Dooley County, Geor- 
gia, November 24, 1861, and came to Columbia County, 
Florida, when he was eighteen years old. He bought the 
usual homestead lot of 160 acres, which he sold later 
and bought 240 acres, on which he farmed and raised 
cattle. He died in July, 1937. Henry’s mother was Lela 
Lee Mathis, a native of Columbia County. She died 
there March 22, 1941. 

Henry received his general education in the country 
school at Midway, near Fort White, and then attended 
Vaughn’s Busines College in Jacksonville. After farm- 
jng on the family farm for about a year he went to work 
for Davis, Miller and Cobb Construction Company of 
Tampa as a road construction foreman. 

On August 1, 1927, at Lake City, he married Maude 
Louise Scogin, daughter of J. S. and Louise E. (John- 
son) Scogin. Mrs. Layfield was born in Birmingham, 
Alabama, October 16, 1906. They moved to Lake Harbor 
in January, 1928, and lived through the terrible hurri- 
cane of the following September, which took 1 836 lives 
in Florida and did $25,000,000 worth of damage. 

Mr. Layfield began farming on his own, raising mostly 
beans and tomatoes. He was one of the first to design 
planting equipment for use in the muckland farming 
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BLOGRAPHUCA LIS HCTION 


operations. About 1949, he turned some of his farm 
land into improved pasture and began raising cattle, 
acquiring a herd of about 300 head of commercial cattle. 
He gave up farming in 1953, and in 1957, sold his land 
and cattle. In the year 1959, he worked with the United 
States Department of Agriculture in the screwworm- 
eradication program, 

Interested in civic affairs, Mr. Layfield is a member 
of the Lake Harbor Civic Club and was a Democratic 
precinct committeeman for Precinct 40 of Palm Beach 
County. He is a Mason of Belle Glade Lodge #273 and 
a life member of Lake Worth Consistory. His wife is 
active in the Belle Glade Chapter of the Order of the 
Eastern Star. Mr. Layfield is a member of the Tus- 
teenuggee Methodist Church in the Fort White vicinity, 
to which his father belonged for more than 55 years. 
Both he and Mrs. Layfield like fishing and gardening. 

Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs, Layfield at 
Lake Harbor: 

1. Dorothy Larue Layfield (Mrs. W. R. Jeffries), born 
May 15, 1929. She has two boys, William Ross and John 
Robert. 

2. James William Layfield, born February 24, 1932, 
who married Betty Smith of Cocoa, Florida. 

3. Elizabeth Lee (Betty) Layfield (Mrs. James Her- 
ring), born June 30, 1933. She has two boys, James 
Marvin and Daniel Roy. 

4. Mary Frances Layfield (Mrs. Bobby Enfinger), 
born August 27, 1939. 

5. Nancy Ann Layfield, born December 23, 1943. 


HERMAN HAMILTON WEDGWORTH 


Although he spent less than eight of his thirty-seven 
years of life in Florida, Herman Hamilton Wedgworth 
deserves an honored place in the history of this state 
for his scientific accomplishments in the field of agri- 
culture. The Everglades district in particular owes him 
a debt of gratitude. His benefits to that area include 
discoveries in relation to insecticides, fertilizers, irriga- 
tion, drainage, methods of planting, cultivation and 
harvesting, packing and marketing. An outstanding ac- 
complishment which proved a boon to Everglades 
farmers was his discovery of a means of eradicating 
the disease known as “Yellow Spot”, which attacked 
bean crops. Mr. Wedgworth was a studious man of fine 
education and splendid ability, a good business execu- 
tive, and one who usually made a success of anything 
he turned his hand to. 

Son of William Langford and Sally (Peel) Wedg- 
worth, he was born September 3, 1901, in Lauderdale, 
Mississippi, where his mother is still living at this writ- 
ing. Dad Wedgworth passed away March 19, 1960. Her- 
man graduated from Mississippi State College with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1922 and earned his Mas- 
ter’s degree in Agriculture at Michigan State College 
(now University) in 1924. He served on the Mississippi 
Plant Board as inspector and later as an associate plant 
pathologist; was an instructor in the Department of 
Plant Pathology at Cornell University for one year, and 
Research Assistant in Plant Pathology at Michigan 
State College from 1928 to 1930. In 1930 he was ap- 
pointed Plant Pathologist for the University of Florida 
and was stationed at the Everglades Experiment Sta- 
tion near Belle Glade. 

After two years of successful research work at the 
Experiment Station, Mr. Wedgworth resigned from that 
position and began farming for himself. This was in 


August 1932. That fall he started raising celery, and 
was the first to succeed in raising celery in the Ever- 
glades that would stand shipping to northern markets. 
Since then celery has become one of the principal 
crops raised there. He later raised beans, potatoes, cab- 
bage, escarole, romaine and other leaf vegetables, beets 
and radishes. He was one of the first to start shipping 
cars of mixed vegetables, thereby supplying the needs 
of markets in southern states which did not call for full 
carloads of any one product. 

At the time of his death, six years after he started 
farming, he owned about 2,000 acres of land, all dyked, 
ditched and irrigated with the most modern water- 
control machinery. With his packing house, which he 
started in 1936, and his fertilizer and insecticide plant, 
he was by far the largest operator in the area. His un- 
timely death, on October 10, 1938, resulted from an 
accident during the installation of an ice machine in 
the packing house. 

Mr. Wedgworth was a public spirited citizen who 
aided in all worthwhile civic works. He was a director 
of the Miami Credit Production Association, now 
Farmers’ Credit Production Association; a member of 
the Belle Glade Chamber of Commerce and of its ad- 
visory board, chairman of its Market Committee and a 
member of several other committees. He represented 
the Belle Glade community on the Committee of Vege- 
table Growers at a conference in Washington, D.C., 
shortly befure his death. He was also a member of the 
Belle Glade Rotary Club; chairman of the board of 
trustees for the Community Methodist Church; a mem- 
ber of the American Society of Agronomy; of Phi Sig- 
ma and Sem Bot fraternal societies; a contributor to a 
number of scientific periodicals, and was listed in the 
Biographical Directory of American Men of Science. 
His biography also appears in Dovell’s History of Flor- 
ida. 

At Eaton Rapids, Michigan, on June 23, 1923, Herman 
H. Wedgworth married Ruth Springer, whose biog- 
raphy accompanies this sketch. They became the par- 
ents of three children: Helen Jean, George Herman, and 
Barbara Ann. A member of a large family, Mr. Wedg- 
worth was survived by five brothers and four sisters. 
as well as by his parents, wife and children. Interment 
was in Woodlawn Cemetery, West Palm Beach. 


RUTH SPRINGER WEDGWORTH 


To men who are interested in Agriculture, the cres- 
cent of rich, black soil along the southern curve of 
Lake Okeechobee is just as fabulous as the Gold Coast 
development. This region grows more winter vege- 
tables than any area in the world, and is the world’s 
largest celery-growing area. Farming here is big busi- 
ness. 

Principal owner and executive of a 4,500-acre farm 
in the Everglades is the unique distinction of Ruth 
Springer Wedgworth, who came to Belle Glade with 
her husband in 1930 and has carried on since she was 
widowed in 1938 (when her children were four, ten, 
and fourteen years old), and not only kept the farm 
and the family going but kept up with the dynamic 
growth and progress of the area. Mrs. Wedgworth has 
been honored by several awards and has won a place 
in “Who’s Who of American Women” and in the forth- 
coming “Who’s Who in Commerce and Industry.” 

She was born in Eaton Rapids, Michigan, May 10, 
1903, daughter of Minnie L. (Washburn) and Clarence 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


Perry Springer. Both her parents were born in Eaton 
Rapids; her father on April 27, 1870, and her mother 
on September 21, 1871. Her father was treasurer of the 
township of Eaton Rapids for several years and was a 
merchant in Petrieville, Michigan. 

Ruth Springer graduated from Eaton Rapids High 
School and attended Michigan Agricultural College, 
now Michigan State University, for two years, 1921- 
23. On June 23, 1923, she married Herman Hamilton 
Wedgworth of Lauderdale, Mississippi, whose biogra- 
phy appears under separate heading. 

Ruth and Herman Wedgworth, with their two young 
children, came to Belle Glade, Florida, in April 1930. 
After two years in research work as plant pathologist 
at the Everglades Experiment Station, Mr, Wedgworth 
began farming, and had achieved a large measure of 
success before the tragic accident that resulted in his 
death on October 10, 1938. Mrs. Wedgworth, who had 
some experience in keeping books and in overseeing 
the work in the fields at times, took over the farming 
operations and brought the Wedgworth Farms to their 
present high peak of success. 


All the farm land is in Palm Beach County. Of the 
4,500 acres about 2,200 acres are used for growing veg- 
etable crops; 1,700 acres is used as a ranch for a large 
herd of commercial cattle, and the remainder is rented. 
The cattle operation was started in 1942, when her son 
George had a 4H project in cattle. The principal crops 
raised now are celery, sweet corn, and leaf crops. The 
Wedgworth packing house pioneered with the first pre- 
cooling plant in the area. Crated sweet corn, celery 
and other vegetables are passed slowly through a hy- 
dro cooling tank to remove field heat. They are then 
shipped in refrigerated cars to get them to market in 
top condition. Before pre-cooling and other problems 
were solved, sweet corn was not grown in the Ever- 
glades. Now more acreage in Palm Beach County is 
devoted to corn than to any other végetable crop. 
Wedgworth Farms has also pioneered in the develop- 
ment of special equipment for growing and harvesting 
vegetable crops on the muck soil of the Everglades. 

Mrs. Wedgworth is president of the three corpora- 
tions which run her multiple business: Wedgworth 
Produce, Inc., Wedgworth Farms, Inc., and Wedgworth, 
Inc., the last named firm having to do with the fertilizer 
plant. Her son George is vice president of Wedgworth 
Produce, Inc. and Wedgworth, Ine. and secretary of 
Wedgworth Farms, Inc. The oldest daughter, Helen 
Jean, is vice president of Wedgworth Farms, Inc. and 
secretary of the other two firms. The younger daugh- 
ter, Barbara, is treasurer of all three corporations. 

Mrs. Wedgworth is a past director of the Florida 
Fruit and Vegetable Association, 1943 to 1947, and in 
1958 was given the distinguished service award of this 
association. She was chosen as one of the “Women 
Who Make Florida” in the early 1940’s by the Miami 
Herald, and in 1947 was named “Woman of the Year” 
by the Progressive Farmers of ihe Southern States. 
She also received the Farmers Award of the Honorary 
Chapter of Future Farmers of America, and the Belle 
Glade Lions Club award. She is one of the few women 
who are honorary members of Lions International. 


In October 1960 she was elected President of the 
State Horticultural Society—the first woman to be 
elected to this office in the 73 years of the society’s 
history. 

Mrs. Wedgworth finds time for the following busi- 
ness, civic, and social activities. She is a director of 


Florida National Bank of Belle Glade, secretary of 
Seminole Life Insurance Company, West Palm Beach, 
chairman of the Highland Glades Drainage District, 
and was a member of Governor Collins’s Committee on 
Migrant Workers. From 1940 to 1947 she was a member 
of Palm Beach County Hospital District, and from 1944 
to 1947 a member of the Florida Committee on Edu- 
cation. From 1947 to 1952 she served on the County 
School Board, finishing out the term of George Taylor, 
plus a full four-year term. She is a member of the 
Palm Beach County Cattlemen’s Association, a member 
and served as first president of the Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club, a member of the Garden 
Club and the P.E.O. sisterhood, an honorary member 
of Beta Sigma Phi International, and a steward and 
Sunday School teacher in the Belle Glade Community 
Methodist Church. 

Helen Jean (Wedgworth) Boynton, born in Lansing, 
Michigan, in 1924, is married to Joe T. Boynton, presi- 
dent of Seminole Life Insurance Company of West 
Palm Beach. They have four children: Wayne, Bruce, 
Kathy, and Laura Sue. 

Barbara Ann Wedgworth was born in Belle Glade, 
Florida, in 1934. She is a school teacher in West Palm 
Beach. 

The story of George Herman Wedgworth, second 
child and only son of the Wedgworths, who was born 
in Starkville, Mississippi, in 1928, follows in a separate 
sketch. 


GECRGE HERMAN WEDGWORTI 


As the son of two very able and distinguished pi- 
oneers in the field of agriculture, George Herman 
Wedgworth of Belle Glade has logically assumed a 
position of leadership in agricultural activities and or- 
ganizations, both state and national. 

He was born in Starkville, Mississippi, October 6, 
1928, son of Herman Hamilton and Ruth Springer 
Wedgworth (whose biographies precede), and was 
brought to Florida by his parents as a very young child. 
He graduated from Belle Glade High School in 1946 
and from Michigan State College (now University) in 
June 1950, with honors and a Bachelor of Science de- 
gree in Agriculture. At college he became a member 
of Phi Kappa Tau social fraternity, Alpha Zeta hon- 
orary cegricultural fraternity, and Scabbard and 
Blade honorary military fraternity. A member of the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps, he was graduated 
as a Distinguished Military Student and received his 
commission in the Field Artillery of the United States 
Army Reserve. He now holds the rank of Captain. 

Following his graduation from college he returned to 
Belle Glade and stepped into the huge agricultural 
business which his father had founded and his mother 
kept going. For several years he worked as foreman on 
the celery farm and with the cattle operation, and for 
a number of years now has been general manager and 
secretary of Wedgworth Farms, Inc. and vice president 
of the other two firms, Wedgworth Produce, Inc. and 
Wedgworth, Inc. 

George Wedgworth is president of the new $23- 
million, 53-member Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative 
of Florida. On October 2, 1961, ground wes broken for 
the $11-million sugar cane mill to be known as the 
Glades Sugar House, which will be the second-largest 
facility of its type on the U.S. mainland. The mill is 
scheduled for completion before October, 1962. It will 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


have a 5,000-ton daily capacity over a minimum of 150 
days of harvesting. More than 1,000 workers will be 
employed in the plant and fields, and 20,000 acres of 
cane will be planted along the eastern and southern 
shores of Lake Okeechobee. Wielding the shovel at the 
ground-breaking ceremonies was Florida’s U.S. Sena- 
tor George Smathers. U.S. Representative Paul Rodgers 
was also present. Senator Smathers commented, in 
part: 

“This is a strictly local operation—George Wedg- 

worth and his group have dug deep in their pockets 

... They are 53 men willing to give $11 million for 

this mill, plus $10 million more for land on which to 

grow sugar and $2 million for equipment .. . It’s 
wonderful you can find men with that kind of cour- 
age ... and that kind of money!” 

Mr. Wedgworth is also president of Miami National 
Farm Loan Association, and vice president of Farmers 
Production Credit Association. He is president of the 
Florida Agriculture Council, a board member of the 
Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association, past board 
member of Vegetable Growers Association of America, 
a member of United States Department of Agriculture 
Vegetable Research and Marketing Advisory Commit- 
tee, a member of the American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers, past vice president of Florida Horticultural 
Society, past president of Palm Beach County Cattle- 
men’s Association, and past president of Belle Glade 
Chamber of Commerce. 

In other spheres of activity he is a member of the 
Lions Club and Elks Lodge #1716 of Belle Glade, 
chairman of the board of trustees of the Community 
Methodist Church of Belle Glade, a member of Mich- 
igan State University Varsity Club, of Gamma Sigma 
Delta national honor society of agriculture, of the Re- 
serve Officers Association, and the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association. He has been a pilot since about 1955. 

In Belle Glade on September 4, 1948, George Herman 
Wedgworth married Peggy Mateel Rawls, daughter of 
William Jennings and Sadie Rebecca (McDonald) 
Rawls. Both her parents were born in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, her mother on June 28th, 1898, her father 
on October 29th, 1896. Peggy Rawls was born in Coral 
Gables August 5, 1927. She is the youngest of four sis- 
ters who were nationally known swimmers and divers, 
and she won many swimming matches for her Alma 
Mater, Michigan State College. 

George and Peggy Wedgworth have four children, the 
first born in Lansing, Michigan, the others in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. They are: 

1. Douglas Keith, born November 7, 1949. 

2. Deborah Ruth, born November 19, 1950. 

3. Dennis George, born October 6, 1952. 

4. Diane Katherine, born December 12, 1956. 


OSCAR B. McCLURE 


“A good conservative farmer . . . representative of 
the best type of citizen.’ Such is the recommendation 
given Oscar B. McClure by a friend of long acquaint- 
ance. Originally from Oklahoma, Mr. McClure came 
from the east coast of Florida to Pahokee forty-three 
years ago, when the housing of that settlement was 
little more than palmetto shacks with sand floors. Now 
one of the most successful farmers in the Glades, he 
heads the firm of McClure, Hundley and Apelgren, 
largest growers of winter sweet corn in the area. He 
was a founder and charter president of Unity Farms, 


Inc., a cooperative organization which handles some of 
the bounteous produce of the Glades. He also has beef 
and dairy cattle and specializes in Herefords. 

Son of D. B. and Lina (Tipps) McClure, Oscar B. 
McClure was born at Tishomingo, Oklahoma, January 
10, 1886. His family having moved to Tennessee, he at- 
tended public school in that state. 

Coming to Florida, he started farming at Fellsmere 
in Indian River County in 1914, raising potatoes, pep- 
pers and eggplant. In 1917 he moved to the Glades, 
arriving in Pahokee on the last day of June. It was 
an all-day trip by canal boat from West Palm Beach, 
and the last lap of the journey was over a trail on a 
ridge from Canal Point to Pahokee. He had nothing 
to eat and the mosquitoes almost ate him up. 

He and Frank Friend brought some seed potatoes 
down from Fellsmere and planted them in September. 
They made out, and have been making out ever since. 
Until 1951 Mr. McClure’s principal crop was beans. At 
that time he split his acreage between beans and corn. 
As already indicated, he now specializes in corn, and 
will probably raise sugar cane in the future. By 1954 
he had some 500 acres on the shores of Lake Okeecho- 
bee, considered some of the most desirable acreage in 
the area. 

In the early days, without the modern machinery and 
improvements that have been developed since, the 
Glades farmers had more than their share of troubles, 
but by 1927 or 1928 Canal Point had become the largest 
vegetable express shipment point in South Florida; and 
what they grew then was “not a shirt-tail to what we 
have now,” according to Mr. McClure. In the pioneer 
days twenty acres was a big farm; now some run into 
the thousands of acres. Then it took five or six men a 
whole day to pick a carload of beans, and they were 
packed in the field without grading. Some 100 to 125 
hampers made up a carload. During World War II the 
railroad got tough and would take no less than 600 
hampers a car. That made it difficult for the farmers. 
Peppers and eggplant would keep but beans would 
wilt. Two types of hampers were used—ventilated ones 
for the potatoes. To keep the beans from wilting they 
were put into potato hampers and immersed in water. 
There was no local market at that time and much of 
the produce shipped was on consignment. 

Mr. McClure’s farm was one of the first in the Glades 
to be mechanized. He recalls the first little Universal 
tractor with the remark, “Two men could hold it back, 
but it attracted a lot of attention.” 

To meet the growing need, Mr. McClure and a group 
of friends established Unity Farms, Inc., and he served 
as president for a number of years. Among the other 
members were Frank Friend and his son, Lewis Friend, 
later mayor of Pahokee. 

Unity Farms has its own packing plant, sales force 
and pre-cooler for corn. Owners and other participating 
growers, who farm individually, process their produce 
through the plant. The Unity label is recognized in 
northern markets as a label of quality and depend- 
ability. The principal crops raised by Unity Farms 
growers are beans, corn, potatoes and eggplant, but 
they will grow anything that will make a profit. 

Mr. McClure served on the town council of Pahokee 
for twelve years, being one of the first councilmen to 
serve after the town was organized in 1922, and he was 
mayor for two terms, about 1942 to 1946. He was one 
of the first officers of the Bank of Pahokee, organized 
in 1922, which, Glades residents recall with pride, was 
the only bank in the county to survive the crash. He 


[539] 







to ome eolbnadd dolrtiw vows a * 
Laend sand ania ait waa ¢ polbvrg avostiuod ont 
alytolowtl al 26x @ berg olttns wink bas 


A tax ewido (ogath>. bse & . two nod. 


creunal Armadnlto oummorgiT te mod sew aio, 
-10 wil eoazsantgT of bevoin giived qlitaet will MH OF 
olate jéd? wi Sontise ailing baborot 


stamialiol is yrinrial botuite oth, ott of ynimoD 
~qToxy wooiniog yitizion bet ati prryenel ris nalbol st 
wobul ort 93 "haved or TEAL sh), } hare, S19 
zeew 21 nul io ysb-tual ot) ne pei ai potvirm 
daectl solad feoW overt jmod fang cd Gia vah-ile oe 
6 Mo ligt a yevo cow ~ooretp ond to Gel eel wilt bow 
vetoes bad oti ilodat 6} 3i6T Inne mor) ogbit 
qi sid 936 feernie asgiigpenm ont beta Jeo o) 

enaiiiog bese sro hiiyvetd Dreikd ana ae oH 
vitiesige? al mod) byutrulig boa svenwliet ot aweb 
ore weve tuo ecideot wood aval bos 1m share vadT 
i vetivedt anw qote laqioniw 2aulidoM AM. ioe! lal 
(709 Iiin atvasd neowtad ogsoion ate! dilte sof oral tell 
bie riod al essifaioege woh on /boteobed vheowls 2A 
Pal vA oud? ols neh w_guR veto Yidsedow;, liiw 
~orveott) otal jo ; mils a! co avran O08. oties hed od 
ai syavion siderizeb teortt orl) do ganne Beiehivnes .osd 
<a7'1@ of 

baie Yronidacer tmobet: ai) tuodiiw 2vab yltes elt al 
baqoleveb aved sved jad} eiaechevoryeri 
vecla aie? madi stom bet everett usbslD 
feos! at ornoosd bad InioT lens 8S8L vw TSEl ved deni 
bra ;sbisolt tiwoe ni tetiog isrornqine exouges sldatepay 
ow Judw od limt-nire a ton” enw cost wor yor leiw 
money off al «wiDoM «aM ef anitrrose “jor owed 
Oa) tui see won ,arel pid o sahw sotsn Yinows eyab 
& aot xiz te ov oeoi Hi carl? .earon to abnueworll ofl 
wow welt bas need Yo beoliw « dsig of veh slodw 
eft of OH orme woibstg hyvottiw ble ott at beplosg 
wh iL aeW bhioW pois Daoliss & qu ober agate 
O00 curl) zeal on oalet bivow bue dyuo) Jo. Reorlion 


sree oon 


eotduos! lo 


yyvoorss! ali sot Nuoiith + sbam isd? 2g o exarand 
bis wow eneed ted qasui om sow lopkyaye Bie, rregqqe%, 
vono bots! Daw bsay ow et rrequind td exayvt owl, alivw 


Yad! pnitliw mon peothaey a qend oT .eohitog ods Sol 


tiaw at bszrenucit bas eromted etatoy olni dog anw 
lo dowent bee omit Jed! tn Jochem lesel on 2kw etait 
Juomuigiznoo ne xew beydida soubowd pla, 

avbeli) orl! ni teil ocd lo ono enw nrust eevelDoM 2M 
leepavinU of99i) seitt ort allasar off -hasinistiom od of 
Diead 1 blod bhuss aot owT? okaane: sd dliw tejond 
“noiieiiele sol n botoarite i ted 

qvorg 6 hus awID9M AM been guiwow of} toon oT 
beyvica of bas , onl arataS vith bordzildztes ebinoint to 
adic of} yoomA «xeay to tedeuwn «2 tol Siobiagg 2s 
dermerd eiwed nez aid Sng basin’ Joerd atew ziedatem 


dora to rover total oI 


go) solee inal dda awe aii aed amg’ yiidtt 


paitegioismg rsdjo bag etoawO Bn 10 Heet-91g Dae 


soubotd tieli Py pereryorey Wavbivihat meet ow 
ul bostingsos: ai visit ‘aT 4 

~boa bes viiinup to fodal a es 
aed ytialy baat ae 































































haw ea aps TO fsool ae “=i 


eiatoog sledt ei aoab gub ovarl quory al 
101 poillim MN wig o) yailliw nom £2 org 
oF doistw co bral tot s10m soilfien O18 aviq . 
>) evarae tnacnqivpo ‘11 noillirn $@ baw a) 
~ T0® to baid tad? wom bait aso woy bk De 
| “hyacom eg brital Jerks ous. 
lenolieM laratM | Yo tnghienrg ‘els al dirowybeW y 
enone? to seelige ds cone he aolv baw ,croitsisces A sere i 
od} to snebieow 2i gH noumiboA siberD 1 
act to “sedntem bod @ fbasoD> sutlusigA biol 
Inned jaoq .noiteisoreA sldatsyoV bas tiuid ebhel 
SoremA to noitgioowA mreworD oidasageV to + rye 
sunlvoitgA to trenitwqel e6tas2 batinU to 
lomo worvbhA patie bus dorset ide 
LaauiluoiimaA te xtols0R awoitaiaA odf to eer ve 
lsweslyoltol rbixolZ Yo Inebieongq ssiv tesq .zhes 
-sitie.) ylmod dona mind to taobievtg Jesq vie 
shuld ollvd te eyed. Jeng bas ,noilsivomA # 
—-.eerromimnaD Jo sedis 
adt to xediveha-- ai oat Wushyiieg lo esradqe tole # 
“hud allel to BITR sgbod edllT ban Suh? i uso) 
ViaumowD of} te ewokiust 16 based adt Yo ¢ = 
-HoiM to sodmem ® jobalD gilotl io dow 
regia excineid Jo duid ytiewV wixssvle 
~~ orlt So sotlookwye to \inioea tonad I 
bas eoawd TieowA old bas Jdrolisis 
22k diode opie jobig « need Rat gH 
Asarer ¥gnoond Aber é 
bo sotehyacah: al wedt fools 
(bianeG@oM) asxxdeH . sib 
-c9T ollivdash at mod owe 
yorltel aor” BRL .AUBS env no 
lurtol ‘yth grsod 2aw Seats bare (a 
-xia ‘tot Yo ob AP 0 ony wt: ha vient & teas 
avevib Pac gap so . sc i 
cael A aed tol 29 


4? 
















ad 4 
eae te gis 


iit Neswalek  ahcaee aa 
ee gpomr ia” s 
5 Rit K 


nee ns 4 i 


iH Fi aM er yy i 


esaou tot Pay 
eM 30. avy, ; 


THE EAST "COAST LORVFLORIDA 


‘is a past president of the Rotary Club; was a school 
‘trustee for sixteen years; and was honored for long 
service to the Pahokee Methodist Church, which he 
helped to organize. 

A couple of months after he arrived in Pahokee Mr. 
McClure set out for Lamar, Colorado, where, on Sep- 
tember 19, 1917, he married Elizabeth Hoffman, who 
was postmaster of that town. However, he had to re- 
turn without his bride, because she could not get a 
release from her duties as postmaster until the follow- 
ing January. Then she sent her husband a telegram 
that she was coming. Three days later he received the 
telegram. Hurrying to West Palm Beach by boat, he 
cautioned the captain that his bride might be on a boat 
en route to Canal Point. Sure enough! Before they 
got to Twenty-Mile Bend they met a boat coming the 
other way, and Mrs. McClure was aboard. She, too, 
had told the captain of her boat that her husband might 


be on his way to meet her, and they were reunited— . 


midstream. 

For fourteen years the McClures lived in a two-story 
house on Bacom Point Road. In 1939 they moved into 
the one-story house they built next door, which is 
still their home. 

They have two daughters, Virginia Ann and Ruby 
Jane. Virginia Ann is now Mrs. Robert D. Apelgren, 
whose husband is in partnership with her father in 
the farming business. (See his sketch.) They now have 
three children. Virginia graduated from the University 
of Alabama and was a dietitian at Walter Reed Hos- 
pital, Washington, D.C., for a year; then traveled in a 
similar capacity between units of the Statler Hotel 
chain, and later was supervisor of the cafeteria at 
the University of Miami for three years. Ruby Jane 
is a dental technician at Arcadia, California. 


ROBERT APELGREN 


The junior member of McClure, Hundley and Apel- 
gren, largest growers of winter sweet corn in the Lake 
Okeechobee area, Bob Apelgren is currently president 
of Pioneer Growers Cooperative, president of the Sug- 
ar Cane Growers Cooperative of Florida, and presi- 
dent of Everglades Federal Savings and Loan Associa- 
tion at Belle Glade. 

Born in New Britain, Connecticut, July 27, 1923, he 
is a son of George B. and Mary A. (Meskill) Apelgren, 
both natives of New Britain, where his father was born 
in October, 1892, and his mother on May 7, 1893. His 
father was a factory superintendent in New Britain. 
Both parents are still living there. 

Bob Apelgren graduated from New Britain High 
School in 1940; and, after working for about one year 
at the New Britain Machine Company, in September, 
1942, entered the United States Maritime Service and 
sailed around the world three times before he was 
twenty-one. When he left the service in July, 1946, he 
was Master of the Vessel. 

It was at this time that he came to Florida. Entering 
the University of Miami, he was graduated in Febru- 
ary, 1950, with a degree in Business Administration, 
and for the next six months worked as a stock broker 
for Thompson and McKinnon in Coral Gables. 

Having met and married Virginia Ann McClure in 
Miami while he was a student at the University, he 
came to Pahokee in June, 1950, and went into partner- 
ship with his father-in-law, O. B. McClure, and Lloyd 
Hundley, in their farming operations, They were the 


first to use the method of planting corn which leaves 
a roadway or “‘spray middle.” Mr. Apelgren says they 
will probably be going into the production of sugar 
cane in the near future. 

He is past president of the Everglades Farm Bureau, 
past vice-president of Palm Beach Cattlemen’s Asso- 
ciation, past chairman and now a director of Pahokee 
Housing Authority, a former member of the Northeast 
Hospital Board of Everglades Memorial Hospital at 
Pahokee, past president of the Pahokee Rotary Club, 
and a member of Pahokee Elks Lodge #1638. Fishing 
and golf are his favorite recreations. In politics he is 
a Democrat. 

Robert Apelgren and Virginia Ann McClure were 
married at Pahokee August 1, 1948. Her mother was 
Elizabeth Hoffman. (See sketch of O. B. McClure.) Mrs. 
Apelgren was born at West Palm Beach January 23. 
1922. She is a graduate of the University of Alabama, 
where she belonged to the Alpha Chi Omega social 
sorority. She worked as a dietitian for the Walter Reed 
Hospital and the Statler Hotels in different cities; 
then was in charge of the diet at the University of 
Miami cafeteria. She is active in the Pahokee Garden 
Club and in the First Methodist Church of Pahokee, 
where she teaches a pre-school Sunday School class. 

Mr. and Mrs. Apelgren have three children, all born 
in West Palm Beach: 

1. Mary Jane, born May 19, 1953. 

2. Dallas Daune, born November 14, 1956. 

3. Patti Ann, born November 4, 1957. 


JAMES HUBERT CHAMBLEE 


The pioneering spirit, the drudgery, the business 
acumen and everyday efforts necessary to bring today’s 
Glades community from its primitive beginning—all 
this was the life of James Hubert Chamblee. He was 
not only one of the early pioneers in the Glades but 
also a pioneer in many of the practices that have been 
adopted as standard procedure in that region. As a 
farmer he was one of the first to practice diversification 
of crops and interests; as a cattleman operating on a 
large scale he was one of the first to prove that cattle 
not only could be fattened in the Glades but also grazed 
and bred successfully. 

Born in Anderson, South Carolina, January 7, 1907, 
he was a son of Walter David and Elizabeth (Burriss) 
Chamblee, both natives of Anderson, South Carolina. 
where his father was a farmer, After completing high 
school in Anderson, Hubert Chamblee came to Florida 
in 1926 and went to work with the maintenance crew 
of District #5 of Palm Beach County Road Depart- 
ment. In 1929 he was made Superintendent of Con- 
struction for the County Road Department and held 
that position for eighteen years. He helped clean up 
after the hurricane of 1928, which left only four habit- 
able buildings in Belle Glade. 

Mr. Chamblee started farming with a couple of hun- 
dred acres and gradually increased his acreage until he 
was farming and leasing several thousand acres of land. 
He started with mostly beans, some cabbage, and in 
1941 began growing celery, which at the time of his 
death (1953) was his largest crop. He also grew sweet 
and field corn—was one of the first to grow and store 
field corn on a large scale, and used it to fatten his 
cattle. His cattle business was initiated in 1941, when 
he bought a carload of cows, mostly Herefords, and for 
years he had a large breeding herd. 
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DHEOBAST COAST OF FUORIDA 


Mr. Chamblee was a member of the Palm Beach 
Cattlemen’s Association and an organizer and past di- 
rector of the Glades Livestock Association. He was one 
of the organizers, past director and president of Belle 
Glade Growers Cooperative, and since it was merged to 
form the Pioneer Growers Cooperative served as di- 
rector and two terms as president of that organization 
during the time in which it achieved the position as 
operator of the largest vegetable precooler known and 
one of the largest vegetable cooperatives in the country. 

Active also in civic affairs, Mr. Chamblee had served 
on the City Commission, and was an original and con- 
tinuing member and director of Belle Glade Housing 
Authority, in which he served as vice chairman and 
chairman of the board. During World War II he was on 
the Rationing Board. He was a former Rotarian, a 
member of the Elks and the Masonic Lodge, and was a 
deacon of the First Baptist Church. He died at the age 
of forty-six, on June 2, 1953. 

In West Palm Beach on March 8, 1929, James Hubert 


Chamblee married Eunice McClure, who also was born. 


in Anderson, South Carolina, on July 28, 1906; daugh- 
ter of William John and Dessie (Hall) McClure. Her 
father was born August 27, 1868, and died December 21, 
1941; her mother, born June 30, 1868, died July 29, 1942. 
The Chamblees lived in Palm Beach until 1930, when 
they moved to Belle Glade, which was still pretty 


_ primitive. They built their home on Main Street in 1941. 


Mrs. Chamblee has been a director of Pioneer Grow- 


ers Cooperative since 1955, and is the only woman 


holding the office of director in this organization. She 
is a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, a Home 
Demonstrator, a past member of the Woman’s Club and 
the Garden Club, and was very active in the Parent- 
Teacher Association. Her brother, C. D. McClure, is 
carrying on as general superintendent of the farm. 

Four children were born to Mr. andi Mrs. Chamblee 
in Belle Glade: ; 

1. Patricia Ann, on November 8, 1933. 

2. James Hubert, Jr., on January 7, 1939. 

3. John David, on March 7, 1942. 

4. Janet Elaine, on November 12, 1949. 

Patricia graduated from Stetson University with an 
A.B. degree in 1955 and has been teaching elementary 
school at Belle Glade since then. On January 1, 1959, 
she married Fred Stevens of Belle Glade and they have 
a son, John Michael, born April 13, 1960. 

James H. Jr. married Sandra Gove on June 20, 1959. 
He is working on the farm and is supervisor of the 
celery farm. 

John David graduates from high school this year 
(1960). 


J. ARTHUR WELLS, SR. 


A fifth-generation Floridian, J. Arthur Wells, Sr., 
has been farming in the Everglades area south of Lake 
Okeechobee since 1914 and heads the successful farm- 
ing organization of Arthur Wells and Sons. He has also 
been a civic leader, having served as city councilman 
and mayor of Belle Glade. 

Son of J. Reuben and Viney Louise (Norman) Wells, 
he was born in Okahumpka, Lake County, Florida, 
February 24, 1895. His father was a farmer. The family 
having moved to the East Coast, Arthur attended coun- 
try school at Holly Hill, near Daytona Beach. His first 
work was on dredge boats in the Inland Waterway and 
on the canals serving the drainage districts. 


In 1914 he came to South Bay to work on a friend’s 
farm and about a year later began farming for him- 
telf. From 1916 to 1919 he was in military service. En- 
listing in the National Guard, he served on the Mexican 
border in Company L, 24th Infantry, 31st Division, and 
during World War I served in the United States Army 
in France, Belgium and Germany until discharged in 
February, 1919, when he “was acting sergeant. During 
his absence his parents took care of his farm. 

Returning to Bean City in 1919, he resumed farming, 
raising celery, cabbage, beans and many other crops. 
His operations reached their peak during World War 
II, when he was farming 2,000 acres. Becoming inter- 
ested in cattle about 1950, he turned some of his land 
into pasture and raised a commercial herd bred up 
with Brahman bulls. He sold all his cattle about four 
years ago and now plans on converting some of his 
land to the production of sugar cane. 

Arthur Wells and Sons is a member of the Florida 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Association. Mr. Wells was 
twice president of the Pioneer Growers Association 
and was a director since it was organized until last 
year (1960). He is a past member of Belle Glade Cham- 
ber of Commerce, a charter member of Belle Glade Elks 
Lodge #1716, a life member of Belle Glade Masonic 
Lodge #273, past Worshipful Master of Pahokee Ever- 
glades Lodge #211 and a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Belle Glade. Hunting, fishing and golf are 
his recreations. 

From 1937 to 1939 he was Mayor of Belle Glade, 
having been a city councilman for a year or two before 
that. While serving as mayor he was instrumental in 
getting a recreation park for the city and in having 
the city hall built. During World War II he was chair- 
man of the Ration Board in Belle Glade. 

On April 19, 1923, at McClenny, Florida, J. Arthur 
Wells married Freda Lyons, who was born in Charlton 
County near Folkston, Georgia, January 25, 1894, 
daughter of Sylvester Middleton and Arabella (John- 
son) Lyons.. Mrs. Wells has devoted her life to raising 
a fine family. Her hobby is sewing. 

Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wells at 
various places in Florida: (1) Doris Lyons Wells (Mrs. 
Lars L. Johnson), born April 9, 1924, at Sebring; (2) 
Gloria Louise Wells (Mrs. A. R. Broadfoot, Jr.), born 
September 15, 1926, at Sebring; (3) J. Arthur Wells, Jr., 
born November 5, 1929, at Bean City; (4) Wendell W. 
Wells, born June 18, 1932, at Clewiston; (5) David F. 
Wells, born February 16, 1934, at Arcadia. David is a 
graduate of the University of Florida with a B.S. degree 
in History. Both daughters and J. Arthur, Jr., attended 
Florida State University. Both girls were honor students 
and vice-president of Alpha Chi Omega sorority. The 
Wells have fifteen grandchildren. 


LAWRENCE ELMER WILL 


Merchant, developer, grower, civic leader and histo- 
rian, Lawrence Elmer Will of Belle Glade, with his 
father, Thomas E. Will, pioneered the first settlement 
in the upper Everglades at Okeelanta in 1913. He ex- 
perimented with crops, methods and machinery for the 
sawgrass land. In 1919, before there were any roads in 
the Glades, he ran a freight boat from Lake Okeecho- 
bee to Miami, and in 1921 ran a passenger boat to Fort 
Lauderdale. The road from South Bay to Fort Lauder- 
dale is named the Thomas E. Will Memorial Highway 
for his father, who promoted it. 

The father was born in Stone’s Prairie, Illinois, No- 
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DH school. Later he was associated in farming with the 
_ Van Landingham brothers in Belle Glade. About 1944 
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» 
rember 11, 1863. He was president of Kansas State 


Agricultural College in 1897-99 and, by lecturing and 
writing for the United States Forest Service, worked 
‘or the establishment of the first National Forests. He 
_ was an early buyer and developer of lands in the Ever- 
_ zlades and strove to make that area habitable. 

Lawrence E. Will was born in Appleton, Wisconsin, 

January 31, 1893. His mother was Marie VanVelsor 
Rogers of Boston, Massachusetts. Lawrence graduated 
from McKinley Manual Training School in Washing- 
con, D.C., and, with his father, was a member of the 
group from Washington which, in 1913, began the set- 
tlement of Okeelanta, then a wilderness. In recent 
years Mr. Will owned and developed 1,000 acres of 
farm and pasture land here. 

In addition to the pioneering activities already men- 
tioned, he worked on construction of the state’s levee 
along the south shore of Lake Okeechobee, on the 
Tamiami Trail, and on the road from Homestead to 
Flamingo, now in Everglades National Park. 

In 1928 he established Pioneer Motor Sales Company, 
the oldest business in Belle Glade, and is still its presi- 
dent. In 1931 he helped establish the Belle Glade Fire 
Department and has been, until he resigned March 15, 
1961, its only chief, serving on a part-paid basis. The 
department consists of four pumper trucks, eight full- 
time firemen and twelve volunteers. Mr. Will is also 
secretary of the Bolles-Land Water Control District. 

He has written many articles on the history and 
anecdotes of pioneer days in the Everglades and on 
Lake Okeechobee. A series of forty of these articles, 
headed “Custard Apple Days,” appeared in the Belle 

Glade Herald in 1957-58. On January 12, 1961, his 
book, “Okeechobee Hurricane and the Hoover Dike,” 
went to press. Printed by the Great Outdoors Publish- 
ing Company of St. Petersburg, Florida (a first printing 
of 12,000 copies), this is an eyewitness account of the 
terrible hurricane which hit the Lake Okeechobee area 
September 16, 1928. 

Mr. Will is a charter member and past Master of 
Belle Glade Lodge #273, F. & A.M., and a member 
of the Scottish and York Rite bodies; a member of the 
Church of Christ; a charter member and past Comman- 
der of Everglades Post #20 of the American Legion. 
He served in the United States Army in World War I 
as a Second Lieutenant in the Infantry. 

At Dixon, Tennessee, on December 23, 1928, Law- 
rence FE. Will married Anne F. Williams of Cheatham 
County, Tennessee. They have two children: 

1. Barbara Ann, now Mrs. Albert C. Stevens, born 
at Fort Lauderdale October 23, 1929. 

2. Charles Rogers Will, born at Madisonville, Tennes- 
see, December 4, 1943. 


LEON MILTON POPE 
BILLIE SCOGIN POPE 


This farmer with the poets’ names and his postmas- 
ter wife with the boy’s name are both long-time resi- 
dents of the Glades. 

Leon Milton Pope was born in Cordele, Georgia, 
June 12, 1906, son of James Pope and Florence Van 
Landingham Pope. He attended school in Miami and 


_ West Palm Beach and before he was out of school 


Started working on the Brown farm near Belle Glade. 
He returned to West Palm Beach and finished high 
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he began farming celery for C. A. Thomas Farms in 
Lake Harbor and is still doing this work. Last year 
(1960) he farmed 3,000 acres of celery for Mr. Thomas. 
He also farms his own ten acres adjoining his home 
in Lake Harbor. 

He is a member of Everglades Farm Bureau, Belle 
Glade Elks Lodge, Lake Harbor Civic Club and the 
First Methodist Church of Lake Harbor. He enjoys 
fishing and hunting and most other sports. 

Mr. Pope was first married to Martha Beanland of 
Booneville, Mississippi, by whom he has a son, James 
Ross Pope, born September 19, 1940, in West Palm 
Beach. Martha Pope died in September, 1951, at West 
Palm Beach. 

On July 8, 1954, at Lake Harbor Mr. Pope married 
Billie Scogin, who was born May 19, 1900, in Chattooga 
County, Georgia, daughter of James Sanford and Lou- 
ise (Johnson) Scogin. Both her parents were born in 
Chattooga County, Georgia; her father on February 22, 
1872, her mother on May 16, 1868; and both died at 
Lake Harbor, Florida, on February 6, 1949, and No- 
vember 28, 1959, respectively. 

Billie Seogin came with her parents from Gunters- 
ville, Alabama, to Lake Harbor in January, 1928, and 
they were there during the terrible hurricane of Sep- 
tember, 1928. Her father was one of the first to farm on 
a large scale in that area. He raised mostly beans. He 
and Arthur Wells got together and were the first to use 
fertilizers on the crops in this. area. 

Mrs. Pope has been postmaster of Lake Harbor for 
twelve years and is a member of the National Asso- 
ciation of Postmasters. Both Mr. and Mrs. Pope are 
Democrats and she is a past precinct committeewoman 
of Palm Beach County Precinct #40. Her hobbies are 
reading and raising flowers. 


ROY CECIL ARNOLD 


Roy Cecil Arnold, a young cattleman and citrus 
grower of the future, now acting postmaster of Okee- 
chobee, is a grandson of an early settler of Bassinger, 
Noel Ravon Raulerson, whose brother, Peter Raulerson, 
coming from Georgia, first settled at Fort Meade and 
later came to Okeechobee, where he was among the 
first settlers. Louisana Raulerson Hospital in Okeecho- 
bee is named for the wife of Peter Raulerson. 

Son of Elroy Arnold and Lollie Louise (Walker), 
Roy C. Arnold was born at Okeechobee October 29, 
1931. His father died, and his mother, who was born 
at Bassinger March 25, 1908, married Dozier Smith. 

In 1950 Roy graduated from Okeechobee High School, 
where he was president of the 4H Club and treasurer of 
the Future Farmers of America chapter. Enlisting in 
the United States Army in March, 1951, he served with 
the First Infantry Division at Division Headquarters in 
Germany for three years, discharged in February, 1954, 
as a staff sergeant. He holds the European campaign 
and Germany Occupation medals. 

When he returned from the Army Roy did some 
clearing of land with his brother, Clarence. Then, hav- 
ing bought some land between Bassinger and Okee- 
chobee, he began improving the pasture and started a 
herd of commercial cattle, working toward a purebred 
Hereford herd. He now has thirty cows. He is also in 
the process of planting a citrus grove. 

In November, 1955, Roy Arnold went to work in the 
Okeechobee Post Office as a substitute clerk and was 
made acting postmaster in January, 1961. 
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He is a member of the Okeechobee County Cattle- 
men’s Association, the Okeechobee Soil Conservation 
District, the National Federation of Post Office Clerks, 
and the Church of the Brethren at Bassinger, where he 
is superintendent of Sunday School. A lover of the 
outdoor life, he enjoys hunting, swimming and camp- 
ing. 

At Folkston, Georgia, on May 30, 1952, Roy Cecil 
Arnold married Gloria Gertrude Walker, who was 
born in Miami, Florida, December 31, 1936, daughter 
of John B. and Lucille (Edmonds) Walker. Mr. and 
Mrs. Arnolds now have two children: Marvin Earl, 
born May 20, 1954, in Okeechobee; and Marilyn Gail, 
born July 26, 1956, at Fort Pierce. Mrs. Arnold is ac- 
tive in the Okeechobee PTA. 


SOUTH BAY GROWERS, INC. 


On Ritta Island in Lake Okeechobee at the mouth of 
the Miami Canal two names stood out in the early 
twenties: R. Y. (Bob) Creech and C. E. (Charlie) 
Thomas. Though independent of each other, they added 
up to the great beginning of South Bay Growers, Inc. 

With machetes, hoes, hand plows and other impro- 
vised tools, these two men tore into the wilderness, each 
coming up with approximately twenty acres of well- 
developed farm land by 1927. Competition between these 
two pioneers was keen, with total production from each 
farm estimated at about fifteen carloads, comprised of 
peppers, eggplants, string beans and tomatoes. 

Transportation from the island to the mainland was 
by rowboat only, and marketing problems beset the 
farmers on every side. Pioneer Bob added brother Louis 
to the enterprise to supervise markets, while Charlie 
“went it alone, F.O.B.” The individual operators were 
moderately successful until the great hurricane of ’28, 
in which both pioneers were wiped out; but they still 
had their flooded “black gold.” < 

Undaunted and separately, the two men plowed, 
hauled and marketed until, by 1938, they had several 
hundred acres under cultivation with over 200 cars 
carrying produce to the markets from each farm. Both 
systems of production had remained the same. However, 
the Creech system expanded into a more successful ven- 
ture because of the assistance of neighbors. At about 
this time pioneer Charlie built a packing plant adjacent 
to his farm and John L. Evans was added to the Creech 
picture, along with young Charlie (Mutt) Thomas at 
the Thomas farm. 

By 1942 both farmers were recognized as major pro- 
ducers. When pioneer Charlie died, son “Mutt” took over 
the reins of the farming operation, which was destined 
to grow in importance and stature. Young Billy Rogers 
joined John L. Evans in a partnership to be known as 
Evans and Rogers, and were soon recognized in their 
own right as farmers. Cattle became a part of the pro- 
duction program. 

About this time Bob Creech, wanting to retire, sold 
his farm holdings to the Evans and Rogers partnership. 
Mutt Thomas had proved his ability by this time and, 
realizing the great need for concerted rather than in- 
dependent effort, they added the names of James C. 
Summerlin and D. Harry Smith, and formed the South 
Bay Growers, Inc., which opened in July, 1947. 

Still plagued by another big storm in 1947, they 
nevertheless plowed ahead, selling more than 1,000 car- 
loads of winter vegetables during the 1947-48 season. 
Ten years later, in the 1957-58 season, more than 4,000 


carloads were being shipped out, carrying celery, sweet 
corn, string beans, peppers, cabbage, carrots and leafy 
vegetables. In the 1959-60 season more than 5,000 car- 
loads left the loading platforms, approximately 90% of 
which was grown by South Bay Growers’ members, 
who now farm about 10,000 acres, including sugar cane 
acreage. They employ 400 to 800 on the farms and about 
100 persons in the packing plant operation. 

At this writing, South. Bay Growers, Inc., is owned 
and operated by C. A. Thomas, who serves as its presi- 
dent and director; Billy Rogers, vice-president, treas- 
urer and director; Inman Weeks, secretary and direc- 
tor. Produce is handled from member growers’ farms 
as well as other farms from within the area, and Fort 
Myers, Florida. 

In 1950, South Bay Growers, Inc., built a pre-cooler 
which they enlarged in 1955, making it one of the largest 
pre-coolers in the area. 

The company is grateful to the pioneer farmers, its 
customers and many employees for the part they have 
played in making this progress possible. 


CHARLES ASHTON THOMAS 


The President of South Bay Growers, Inc., Charles 
Ashton (“Mutt”) Thomas, has held that position since 
the organization was founded in 1947, 

Son of Charles Edward and Susan Indiana. (Loper) 
Thomas, he was born in Madison County, Florida, April 
27, 1915. His father was born in Madison County, Flor- 
ida, February 18, 1892, and died September 20, 1942, at 
Lake Harbor, Florida. His mother, born March 20, 1894, 
in Madison County, Florida, died September 16, 1928, 
at Lake Harbor, a victim of the hurricane of that year. 

Charles Edward Thomas came to Ritta Island in 1920, 
and farmed with his brother, Richard Mays Thomas. He 
brought his family down in 1921, but the next year 
moved to Fort Lauderdale because of the high water. 
After the 1926 hurricane he returned to Lake Harbor 
and continued farming with his brother until the 1928 
hurricane, which took the lives of his wife and five of 
their children; also that of his brother and wife and 
their two children. 

Charles A. Thomas attended school on Ritta Island 
for one year, then Southside School in Fort Lauderdale, 
and for high school was sent back to Madison, where 
he lived with his father’s only sister, Mrs. H. E. Drawdy. 
After graduation from Madison High School he attended 
the University of Florida for three years. During sum- 
mer vacations he worked on his father’s farm at Lake 
Harbor, and after leaving college continued farming 
with his father until 1942, when he started farming for 
himself on a small scale. 

When South Bay Growers was formed in 1947, Mutt 
Thomas, as he is known among his friends and partners, 
was one of the charter members and was elected presi- 
dent and a-director, which offices he still holds. 

Mr. Thomas is also a director of South Shore Drain- 
age District, a member of Belle Glade Hospital Board, 
and was a city commissioner of Clewiston for four years, 
elected in 1944. He is a member of the Civic Club, the 
Methodist Church and the PTA of Lake Harbor; also 
an Elk, Mason, Shriner and Jester, and a member of 
Sigma Chi college fraternity. 

At Miami, Florida, on Juty 27, 1941, Charles A. Thomas 
married Virginia Saxon, who was born in Brownville, 
Florida, June 2, 1918, daughter of Raleigh Lyman and 
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Nola Cecelia Saxon. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas are the 
parents of four. children: 


1. Nola Cecelia, born November 2, 1943, at Clewiston. 
2. Robin Ann, born June 2, 1946, at West Palm Beach. 


3. Martha Lynn, born January 15, 1949, at West Palm 
Beach. 


4. Molly Virginia, born July 3, 1950, at West Palm 
Beach. 


JOHN LAMKIN EVANS 


As co-owner of South Bay Growers Corporation and 
of Glades Production, and a partner in Evans and Rogers 
in the growing, harvesting, packing and distribution of 
winter vegetables, the late John L. Evans of Bean City 
demonstrated the value of intelligent cooperation and 
constructive diversification as a means to capture the 
advantages of muck farming. With Billy Rogers he 
built up from a modest beginning an empire of agricul- 
tural activity which is one of the largest in the Lake 
Okeechobee area. The Experiment Station always found 
Evans and Rogers anxious to take advantage of modern 
scientific farming, new varieties and practices. 

Born in Ashburn, Turner County, Georgia, July 15, 
1912, he was a son of John Lamkin and Florrie (Smith) 
Evans, both deceased. His mother was born in Suffolk, 
Virginia; his father in Hawkinsville, Georgia. John L., 
Sr., was a pioneer of Ashburn, Georgia, where he was 
a farmer and sawmill owner and started a trading 
company in the first building in Ashburn, built in the 
early 1800's. 


John L., Jr., was educated in Ashburn’s elementary 
and high schools and attended the University of Geor- 
gia for two years, specializing in animal husbandy and 
agriculture. While a student at the university he was a 
member of the R.O.T.C. He started farming on his own 
farm in Ashburn, trucking his produce to Atlanta Farm- 
ers Market, and also had a herd of dairy cows in Ash- 
burn. 

In October, 1936, he came to Belle Glade, Florida, 
and for several years was field foreman for R. Y. Creech, 
Sr., on his farms at Bean City and Ritta Island. In 1943 
he formed a partnership with Billy Rogers and they 
farmed together in this area for sixteen years, or until 
Mr. Evans’ untimely death on September 13, 1959. 

They farmed about 3,000 acres of just about every- 
thing grown in the Glades, sometimes raising two crops 
in a year. For transporting their produce from Ritta 
Island to the mainland they used a long, welded all- 
steel barge operated by three screw propellers, which 
is capable of carrying three loaded trucks at a time. 
A similar barge can transport more than 100 workers to 
and from the island. The produce was brought to the 
South Bay Growers pre-cooling plant. 

At South Bay they had 250 acres of sugar cane, sup- 
plying Okeelanta Sugar Refinery, and at Okeelanta they 
had several hundred head of beef cattle, principally 
Brahman-Hereford crosses. Mr. Evans, who had been 
an organizer, director, and for several years president 
of the Glades Livestock Market, handled the cattle oper- 
ation. 

He was an organizer and member of the Palm Beach 
County Cattlemen’s Association, an active member of 
the Florida Fruit and Vegetable Committee, a director 


of the Palm Beach County Resources Board, director 
of Belle Glade Housing Authority since its organization, 
and was a member of the Governor’s Board of the 
Southshore Drainage District. 

In the early days of unreliable and scarce communi- 
cations, Mr. Evans served as Disaster Chairman for his 
community. He was a director of the Palm Beach County 
Red Cross Chapter and headed many drives for funds. 
The Lions, the American Legion, the PTA and many 
other community organizations always considered Mr. 
and Mrs. Evans at the top of the list for enthusiastic 
cooperation in time, money and sincere effort. Mr. Evans 
was also an Elk, a Deacon of the Methodist Community 
Church at Belle Glade and member of its Official Board, 
and was president of the Tri-F Sunday School class at 
the time of his death. 

Memories of associates and workers, white and black, 
native and immigrant, as described by them, constitute 
a tribute to John L. Evans as a man’s man. A formal 
resolution passed by the workers of Evans and Rogers 
Farms described him as “a man who was sincere and 
fair in all his dealings with us,” stating further: 

“All who worked for him received great encourage- 
ment because his optimism resulted in inspiring his 
laborers to go forward. His many favors and kind 
deeds will remain with us always. Though our admir- 
ation and respect may be ever so humble, we feel that 
in losing Mr. Evans we have lost a true friend. May 
the great God of all mankind rest his soul.” 

The following quotation and statement of his philo- 
sophical beliefs John L. Evans carried in his wallet. 

““TLife is a wonderful experience. It bridges between 
man’s beginning and end. To some it brings riches, 
to some it brings power, but to the masses it brings 
toil for their daily bread. To all its final reward is the 
same—death.’ 

“As for mine, it is a simple philosophy, earned 
through a heritage of humble poverty from early 
America which did not include listings in the May- 
flower passage in its forefathers. It is based on the 
concept ‘Give to the world the best you have and the 
best will come back to you.’ So, my neighbor, keep 
your gifts, keep your silver and gold, but give to me 
the right to honest service to my fellow man.” 

At Tifton, Georgia, on July 20, 1935, John Lamkin 
Evans married Jane Cain Brown, who was born in 
Ashburn, Georgia, September 20, 1911, daughter of 
James Rice and Pocahontas Garrison Brown. Her father 
was born June 15, 1884, at Canton, Georgia. Her mother, 
born at Cartersville, Georgia, May 7, 1884, died June 
19, 1955. Governor James Emerson Brown of Georgia 
was a granduncle of Mrs. Evans. Statues of him and his 
wife stand at Capital Square in Atlanta, Georgia. 

A son, John Brown Evans, was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Evans at Fort Pierce, Florida, on December 18, 1947. 
When he was eighteen months old, his parents started a 
pony farm, buying him a Shetland pony to ride and a 
couple of extra ponies. They now have about 100 ponies 
and have sold quite a few. John B. is making a 4-H 
project out of some of them. The farm is named “3 J 
Pony Farm,” for John L., John B., and Jane Evans. 
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LAE BAST: COAST AOF FLORIDA 


WILLIAM W. (BILLY) ROGERS 


The vice-president and treasurer of South Bay Grow- 
ers, Inc., Billy Rogers, comes from a prominent pioneer 
Florida family. His grandfather Rogers, who was a 
Colonel in the Confederate Army and was decorated 
for gallantry at Gettysburg, came from Society Hill, 
South Carolina, in the early 1800s and settled at Lake 
City, where he had a Spanish land grant. He served 
as County Commissioner, State Representative and 
State Senator from Suwannee County and as State 
Senator from Marion County, and was one of the thir- 
teen members of the first constitutional convention 
when Florida was made a state. He was also postmas- 
ter in Ocala from 1912 to 1921, and served as minister 
of the First Baptist Church in Ocala. 

Son of O. H. and Laura Jean (Perry) Rogers, Billy 
was born May 3, 1917, on the edge of what is now the 
Ocala National Forest. His father was born May 3, 1880, 
in Lake City and died June 21, 1937, in Fort Pierce. 
His mother also was born in Lake City and died in 
Panama City, Florida, in 1952. Her father was a pro- 
fessor at the University of Florida when it was located 
in Lake City. 

Billy’s father was a naval stores operator and farmer 
and later worked in the prison system of Florida. He 
and his father organized the original prison system of 
Florida after the state stopped the practice of leasing 
out prisoners to individuals. 

Leaving Ocala in 1935, Billy came to Southeast Flor- 
ida, doing work for the State Road Department, and 
finally ended up in the Survey Department. During 
this time he worked on many surveys that he has seen 
become a reality, such as Highway #27 from South Bay 
to Miami and the Overseas Highway. 

In 1940 he quit the State Road Department and 
started work for South Bay Growers and Distributors 
as bookkeeper. This lasted for three years, until his 
love of growing things prompted him to join with the 
late John L. Evans and form the partnership of Evans 
and Rogers. The partnership prospered from the start 
and they watched their operation grow from a modest 
sixty acres to one of the largest vegetable-growing 
operations in the state. As they progressed they added 
beef cattle and sugar cane to their operation and at 
present (1961) these two items take up about half of 
the holdings of the former partnership. Since the pass- 
ing of Mr. Evans in 1959, Mr. Rogers owns and operates 
the former partnership as Billy Rogers Farms. 

In 1947 the partners saw the need for a marketing 
organization to pre-cool and market their produce. 
They joined C. A. (“Mutt”) Thomas, James Summerlin 
and D. Harry Smith and organized South Bay Growers, 
Inc. This concern is owned now (1961) by Billy Rogers, 
Mutt Thomas and Inman W. Weeks. It ships annually 
about 5,000 carloads of fresh produce; namely celery, 
Sweet corn, beans, peppers, cabbage, etc. Ninety per- 
cent of this volume is grown by Mr. Rogers and Mr. 
Thomas. 

Billy Rogers met and married Mary June McKinstry 
of Pahokee September 13, 1940. June is the daughter of 
Samuel and Jennie (Cochran) McKinstry, and was born 
June 22, 1921, in Homestead, Florida. Billy and June 
have four children, born in West Palm Beach, Florida. 

1. Laura June, born August 19, 1946. 

2. William W. (Billy, Jr.), born December 13, 1950. 

3. Samuel Judson, born July 19, 1954. 

4. John Lamkin, born September 18, 1959. 

Mr. Rogers is District Director of Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable Association; a Director of Sugar Cane Grow- 


ers Cooperative of Florida; a Director of Seminole Life 
Insurance Company; a member of Governor Bryant’s 
Sugar Committee, the Farm Bureau, the State Cattle- 
men’s Association, Belle Glade Housing Authority, the 
Elks, and the First Baptist Church of Ocala. 


GEORGE LAWRENCE ROYAL, SR. 


Owner and president of Royal’s, Inc., a chain of de- 
partment stores in the Lake Okeechobee area, George 
L. Royal, Sr., has been a merchant in that vicinity since 
the hurricane of 1928. 

Son of John Franklin Royal and Sarah Elizabeth 
Roberts, he was born at Crossland, Georgia, Decem- 
ber 6, 1903, and was educated at the Crossland public 
schools, Sparks Preparatory School and the University 
of Georgia. His father had a general store, drug store, 
cotton gin, turpentine still and farm in Georgia and was 
president of the bank at Crossland. He moved to Plant 
City, Florida, in the twenties and about 1933 came 
from there to Lake Harbor, where he farmed in a 
small way, being semi-retired. 

George went to work for the Hanberry Lumber 
Company at Inverness, Florida, as bookkeeper, and 
about 1925 opened a general store in Kelsey City, which 
he lost in the hurricane of 1928. After that he operated 
the commissary of the United States Sugar Corporation 
at Bare Beach. 

About 1931 he and Arthur Wells formed a partner- 
ship and opened a lumber yard in Pahokee and one in 
Clewiston, under the name of Wells and Royal. They 
also had two general stores, one at Bean City and one 
at Lake Harbor, under the same name. In 1936 the part- 
nership was dissolved and Mr. Royal took the Clewiston 
lumber yard and the Lake Harbor store. He opened 
several other general stores around the Glades and at 
one time during World War II had nine stores. In 
1956 he sold the grocery part of his interests to Kwik 
Chek and since then has concentrated on dry goods 
stores. He now has five stores, located at Belle Glade, 
Pahokee, Okeechobee, Clewiston, and Immokalee These 
are complete department stores and employ about fifty 
people the year ’round. 

Mr. Royal is a past president of the Belle Glade 
Chamber of Commerce, a past director of the First 
National Bank of Palm Beach, a past president of the 
Belle Glade Rotary Club, past chairman of the local 
Cancer Drive, past member of the Belle Glade Memo- 
rial Hospital Board, and a member of the official Board 
of Stewards of the Community Methodist Church of 
Belle Glade. He is a trustee of Asbury Theological 
Seminary at Wilmore, Kentucky. Golf and hunting are 
his sports. Royal Stores has sponsored a Pony League 
baseball team. 

In 1928 Mr. Royal married Sue Lane Brown, who was 
born in Emanuel County, Georgia, February 22, 1906, 
daughter of Charles J. and Fannie Kemp Brown. Mrs. 
Royal is a member of the Belle Glade Woman’s Club 
and Garden Club and the P.E.O. Sisterhood. 

Mr. and Mrs. George L. Royal, Sr., have two sons: 

1. George Lawrence Royal, Jr. (“Larry”), born Oc- 
tober 1, 1929, at Clewiston, Florida. He graduated from 
Stetson University in 1951 with a B.A. degree and mar- 
ried Joanna Carswell of Jacksonville. They have four 
children: Susie, Mike, Jeff and John Charles. Larry is 
vice-president of Royal's, Inc., a director of the Belle 
Glade Chamber of Commerce and past vice-president 
of the Jaycees. 

2. Charles Franklin Royal, born September 26, 1939, 
at Clewiston, is now a senior at Stetson University. 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


HOKE HAROLD SHIRLEY, JR., M.D. 


Engaged in a general practice of medicine and sur- 
gery in Belle Glade since 1959, Dr. Hoke Shirley, Jr., 
is on the staff of Belle Glade Memorial Hospital and 
should be a valuable asset to any hospital staff. 

Son of the Rev. Hoke Harold Shirley, a Baptist min- 
ister, now retired and living in Pompano Beach, Dr. 
Shirley was born at West Point, Georgia, May 30, 1931. 
His mother was Edna Swindell. 

His education was begun in a Georgia school and 
continued in Ocala, Florida, to which city his father 
moved about 1940 to take a pastorate there. The family 
having moved to South Florida, Hoke, Jr., graduated 
from high school in Fort Lauderdale in 1949 as vale- 
dictorian of his class. He entered Stetson University 
and was graduated “summa cum laude” in 1953, sec- 
ond in his class, with an an A.B. degree in History. 
Having decided to follow the medical profession, he 
took another year at Stetson to satisfy pre-medical 
requirements, and then entered Tulane University 
School of Medicine, New Orleans. He received his 
medical degree there in 1958, graduating first in his 
class, and was president of the Alpha Omega Alpha 
honorary medical fraternity. 

During the year following his graduation from med- 
ical school, Dr. Shirley interned at Jackson Memorial 
Hospital in Miami, where he was rated the outstanding 
intern of that year. He then came to Belle Glade and 
opened his practice in partnership with Dr. Roy W. 
Brown. Since then Dr. James Alva Gray has joined the 
partnership. 

While in medical school Dr. Shirley was particularly 


interested in physiology and several of the papers writ-— 


ten by him and his colleagues were published in med- 
ical journals. 

He is a member of the American Medical Association, 
the Palm Beach County Medical Association, a charter 
member of the Order of the Gold-Tipped Stethoscope, 
and a member of the First Baptist Church of Belle 
Glade. 

At Miami, Florida, on June 4, 1955, Dr. Shirley mar- 
ried Sarah Greenwood of San Antonio, Texas, where 
she was born August 15, 1933, daughter of Edward 
Lorraine and Louise (Bacon) Greenwood. Both her 
parents are Texans. Her father was born at Brown- 
wood, Texas, August 14, 1903; her mother in Bell 
County on October 26, 1904. They live in Miami. Mrs. 
Shirley is a graduate of Stetson University, class of 
1955, with an A.B. degree in Elementary Education. 
She taught school in Louisiana and Florida for several 
years. 

The doctor plays the piano and both he and his wife 
enjoy their collection of classical music records. He 
likes to go fishing, too. 

Dr. and Mrs. Shirley are the parents of three chil- 
dren: 

1. Hoke Harold Shirley, III, born June 8, 1956, in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 

2. Kathryn Louise Shirley, born December 12, 1957, 
in Miami, Florida. 

3. Michael Scott Shirley, born March 30, 1960, in 
Belle Glade, Florida. 


WALTER EDWIN SCHLECHTER 


A successful farmer of Belle Glade, where he owns 
large acreage, Walter Edwin Schlechter and his son, 
John, also operate a fully-equipped machine shop 
where they do remodeling and fabricating of farm ma- 
chinery for their own use. Mr. Schlechter’s family was 
the third or fourth to locaté permanently in the Belle 
Glade area. He lost his parents, three sisters, a brother 
and a niece in the 1928 hurricane. 

Born at Anamoose, North Dakota, December 8, 1907, 
he is a son of Emanuel E. Schlechter and Mary Neuen- 
schwander. His father was born in Pulaski, Russia, 
December 18, 1875; his mother on August 23, 1879, in 
Indiana. When his father was two years old his par- 
ents came to this country and settled in North Dakota. 
There Emanuel E. Schlechter grew up to become a 
merchant. In 1919 he moved his family to Belle Glade, 
Florida, because of his wife’s health, and became a 
farmer there. He was a trustee of the Belle Glade 
School. 

Young Walter attended school in Belle Glade and 
worked on his father’s farm during the season. In the 
off season he worked in the construction of canals and 
roads in the Glades area. Following the death of his 
parents in the 1928 hurricane, he had twelve acres of 
land which they left to him and increased this to 70 
acres, buying from the other heirs. 

For ninetcen years, 1932 to 1951, he farmed in part- 
nership with A. C. Krumsieg, operating as Krumsieg 
and Schlechter. During this time they purchased 1,600 
acres of land and a quantity of farm equipment. When 
they separated in 1951, Mr. Schlechter bought the 
equipment and each took his share of the land and cat- 
tle. In 1954 Mr. Schlechter bought two more sections 
of muckland, totaling 2,110 acres. He and his son, John, 
operate 1,280 acres of the farm, raising beans, corn, 
cabbage and other leafy vegetables. Up to about five 
years ago they also had a ranch with five to six hun- 
dred head of cattle. 

Mr. Schlechter is a past president and now vice- 
president of Pioneer Growers Cooperative and a char- 
ter member of Glades Livestock Market Association. 
He was honored by the Belle Glade chapter of the 
Future Farmers of America for his help and served for 
a time on their advisory board. All his sons were active 
in FFA. 

Mr. Schlechter is a charter member and past master 
(1958) of Belle Glade Masonic Lodge #273, a life mem- 
ber of Lake Worth Consistory and Mahi Temple Shrine, 
Miami; a charter member and past Worthy Patron of 
Chapter #197 of the Order of the Eastern Star. His 
wife also is a charter member of O.E.S. and a past 
Worthy Matron. Both he and his wife are charter 
members of the First Baptist Church of Belle Glade, 
in which he has been a deacon for many years. Mrs. 
Schlechter is president of its Missionary Society. She 
is active in the Belle Glade PTA and is a Grey Lady 
in the Belle Glade Memorial Hospital Auxiliary. 

Mrs. Schlechter was Mary Belle Royals, born Decem- 
ber 15, 1911, at Thomasville, North Carolina, daughter 
of Andrew Oscar and Maude (Tysinger) Royals, both 
born in Davidson County, North Carolina; her father 
on August 15, 1885, and her mother on September 16, 
1889. Her father died June 21, 1934, at Salisbury, North 
Carolina. Her mother is living in Hampton, Virginia. 

Walter E. Schlechter and Mary Belle Royals were 
married on September 5, 1931, at Martinville, Virginia. 
They have four children: 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SEC TION 


1. Walter Edwin, Jr., born July 8, 1932, at Lake 
Worth. He served three years in the Armed Forces as 
a chaplain’s assistant. He has a B.A. degree in History 
and Political Science from Carson-Newman College. 
He is affiliated with the First Baptist Church, Dan- 
dridge, Tennessee, and is a Master Mason. He married 
Shelby Jean Williford of Dandridge, who has a BS. 
degree in Music Education from Carson-Newman Col- 
lege. They both are in the Public School System of 
Tennessee. 

2. John Oscar, born November 3, 1935, at West Palm 
Beach. He has a B.S. degree in Agriculture from the 
University of Florida, where he was a member of 
Sigma Phi Epsilon social fraternity. He married Elea- 
nor Walker of Pahokee and is farming with his father. 
He is the youngest deacon so far to serve in the First 
Baptist Church of Belle Glade, and is an officer in the 
Masonic Lodge. 

3. Mary Belle (Mrs. Enrico P. Ruffolo), born August 
16, 1938, at Lake Worth. She was Harvest Queen while 
in high school and was a member and officer in the 
Order of the Rainbow for Girls. She attended the Uni- 
versity of Miami. She and Enrico P. Ruffolo were mar- 
ried on September 15, 1958. 

4. Alvin Emanuel, born September 21, 1943, at West 
Palm Beach. He is a student and Student Council 
president at Belle Glade High School. Two years ago 
he was captain of the school safety patrol and won a 
trip to Washington, D.C. He plans to attend the Uni- 
versity of Florida. He is active in the Belle Glade chap- 
ter of the Order of DeMolay and the youth work of 
the First Baptist Church. 

The family have a boat and they enjoy fishing, water 
skiing and swimming together. 


ARNOLD ERNEST KIRCHMAN 


Agent for the Sinclair Oil Company in the Glades 
area for the past thirty years, Arnold E. Kirchman 
has been very successful in his business there and has 
taken an active part in the government of Belle Glade 
and a practical interest in the general welfare of the 
area and the state. He is a former city commissioner 
of Belle Glade (as is also his brother, Al) and served as 
Mayor of Belle Glade for four years. He was appointed 
to the Okeechobee Flood Control District by Governor 
Caldwell and for several years was campaign manager 
for our ex-Governor and United States Senator Spes- 
sard Holland. Mr. Kirchman is also one of the found- 
ers, a director and past president of the Everglades 
Federal Savings and Loan Association. 

A son of Fred William Kirchman and Minnie Mey- 
ers, he was born in Sumner, Iowa, May 20, 1908. Both 
his parents were born in Sumner, Iowa, also; his father 
on January 24, 1882, and his mother on September 17, 
1884. His father died in 19— at Belle Glade, where his 
mother is living. Fred Kirchman was a farmer in Iowa. 
He came to Moorehaven, Florida, in 1921 and in 1922 
moved to Belle Glade, where he continued farming. 
His family was among the first to take up permanent 
settlement in the Belle Glade area. 

Arnold Kirchman commenced his schooling in Iowa 
and continued at Chosen, Moorehaven and South Bay. 
Florida, attended high school at South Bay. Meanwhile, 
he farmed with his father and worked for the Southern 
Sugar Corporation at Clewiston. After finishing school 
he farmed for two years with Walter Schlechter of 
Belle Glade. 


In April, 1931, he joined the Sinclair Oil Company 
as their Belle Glade agent. In national sales for the 
company he has twice won first place in oil and twice 
second place in grease. 

In addition to those offices already listed, Mr. Kirch- 
man is a past president of Palm Beach County Re- 
sources and Development Board (two terms); a mem- 
ber of Palm Beach County Cattlemen’s Association; 
past chairman of the Fifth District Oil Industry Infor- 
mation Committee. He is a charter member and past 
president of Belle Glade Rotary Club, with a record 
of twenty-five years of perfect attendance; a past di- 
rector of the Palm Beach County chapter of the Amer- 
ican Red Cross; and a member of the Florida Peace 
Officers Association. 

Prominent in fraternal circles, he is a charter member 
and past Exalted Ruler of Belle Glade Elks Lodge 
#1716, past District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler for 
the South Central District of Florida, for which he 
received an honorary life membership; past Worshipful 
Master of Everglades Masonic Lodge #211 and a char- 
ter member of Belle Glade Lodge #273, a member of 
Lake Worth Consistory and Mahi Temple Shrine, Mi- 
ami, and has been honored as an Ambassador of Good 
Will for the State of Florida (an honor given to some 
Shriners of Mahi Temple). He is a charter member of 
West Palm Beach Shrine Club. Both he and his wife 
are members of Chapter #197 of the Order of the 
Eastern Star. His church is St. Peter’s Lutheran of 
Belle Glade, which his father founded. He used to be 
active in the Boy Scouts when younger. Hunting, golf 
and fishing are his favorite forms of recreation. 

On May 4, 1936, at Pahokee, Arnold E. Kirchman 
married Oretha (“Pete”) Thompson, who was born at 
Vidalia, Georgia, December 9, 1913. The Kirchmans 
have three children, all born in West Palm Beach: 

1. Peter Arnold, on October 4, 1939. 

2. Terence (Terry) Edwin, on May 31, 1941, 

3. Barbara Kaye, on January 24, 1943. 


EDNA MAE PEARCE LOCKETT 
and Family 


Few women in the long history of Florida have pos- 
sessed more versatile talents or followed more diverse 
interests than Mrs. William James Lockett (nee Edna 
Mae Pearce) of Fort Bassinger, Florida; New York, and 
London, England. Mrs. Lockett’s activities and achieve- 
ments in Florida encompass an unusual range of in- 
terests: public school teacher, cattle ranch manager- 
owner, three-term member of Florida Legislature, 
Democratic party committeewoman, clubwoman, pres- 
ident of Alumna Association of her alma mater, Flor- 
ida Southern College, Lakeland, and housewife. 

Edna Mae Pearce was born on an isolated ranch at 
Bassinger, then in Osceola County, Florida, on October 
19, 1908. Although her immediate ancestors were among 
the first pioneers to settle in the valley of the Kissim- 
mee River of Florida, before the War Between the 
States, her ancestry may be traced far back into the his- 
tory of England. One of her forefathers can be counted 
on the passenger list of the historic Mayflower crossing, 
and others fought with the patriots of the American 
Revolution and the succeeding wars of American his- 
tory. 

She is the daughter of William Sidney Pearce and 
Marvia Virginia Hollingsworth Pearce, and, on her pa- 
ternal side, granddaughter of John Mizell Pearce and 
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THE EAST COAST OF FLORIDA 


Martha A. Lanier; and great-granddaughter of Levi 
Pearce and Mary J. Hooker Pearce. Levi Pearce was 
born on April 17, 1806, and Mary J. Hooker on January 
17, 1818, their marriage taking place on June 23, 1832. 
To this union there were born nine children, of whom 
John Mizell Pearce was the eldest, with date of birth 
November 17, 1834, in Columbia County, Florida. Levi 
Pearce was a minister of the Methodist Church and in 
1846 moved to the Peace River Valley and settled near 
the present site of Bartow in Polk County, Florida. In 
later years he helped establish many Methodist churches 
in the Tampa Bay area. 

During this period in Florida’s history the whole 
southern peninsula was beset with Seminole Indian 
troubles, which culminated afterwards in the third 
Seminole Indian War of 1856-57. John Mizell Pearce 
served in several companies of United States Volun- 
teers for the duration of the war, and later married, 
on February 11, 1858, Martha A. Lanier, a member of 
the family of Sidney Lanier, the Southern poet and 
musician. William Sidney Pearce, the fourth of nine 
children of this marriage, was born January 3, 1866, at 
Fort Meade, Florida. 

In the War Between the States, John Mizell Pearce 
volunteered for service in the Confederate Army and 
served in the Company of Captain F. A. Hendricks 
until the end of the war. After the war he became inter- 
ested in stock raising and engaged in the cattle trade in 
the Cuban market. In 1875 he moved from the Fort 
Meade section to Fort Bassinger on the Kissimmee River 
and settled on what has come to be known, through the 
years, as the old Pearce homestead. For years he was 
the central head of an extensive cattle business and 
negotiated the large cattle sales that were made during 
these years with Cuban cattle buyers. For much of this 
time he was the only law enforcement officer south of 
Kissimmee and east of Fort Myers. 


The sons of John Mizell Pearce were schooled in 
cattle ranching and followed that line of enterprise, 
joining in the cattle drives to the Gulf at Fort Myers and 
Punta Rassa. On May 13, 1894, William Sidney Pearce 
married Marvia Virginia Hollingsworth of Arcadia, 
daughter of Jacob Simon and Virginia Hagan Hollings- 
worth of Arcadia, Florida. The couple settled on a 
ranch near Cornwell, a few miles form Bassinger across 
the Kissimmee River. To this marriage were born 
four children: Leland Clifford, November 5, 1896; Ruth, 
November 11, 1901; Pearl, November 28, 1905; and Edna 
Mae, October 9, 1908. 


John Mizell Pearce died September 28, 1897, and 
Martha Lanier Pearce on September 28, 1911. On set- 
tling the family estate in 1911, William Sidney Pearce 
purchased the old home and ranch on the banks of the 
Kissimmee River at Bassinger and moved his family to 
the spacious ranchhouse there. 

In addition to his cattle ranching, Sidney Pearce took 
an active part in the affairs of the county, being elected 
to the office of County Commissioner, and through his 
efforts the schoolhouse, only a half mile from the ranch 
house, was built. He saw that his children would receive 
the benefits of formal education that had not been his 
as a child. While the State of Florida was being settled, 
the Pearce family lived at the same place under three 
counties—Manatee, DeSoto‘and Highlands. William Sid- 
ney built the first bridge across the Kissimmee River 
and later sold the bridge to the state in 1916. 

Marvia Virginia Hollingsworth Pearce died at Ar- 
cadia, Florida, on May 27, 1932. Sidney Pearce survived 


his wife for twelve years, until his death at Sebring 
Florida, on February 24, 1944, 
; In 1961, the descendants of William Sidney Pearce 
include the two daughters, Pearl and Edna; four grand- 
children (children of Clifford Pearce, deceased); and 
seven great-grandchildren. Clifford Pearce, only son 
of William Sidney, who was Highlands County Com- 
missioner for more than a decade, was killed in an auto- 
mobile accident July 11, 1934. He was married to Clara 
Esther Williams. Their four children are: Leland, cattle- 
man of Belle Glade, Florida, who married two sisters, 
first Myrtle, and then Mildred, Wood; Ruth, who is Mrs. 
Albert Fulton, formerly of Columbus, Mississippi, now 
of Sebring, Florida; Edna Patricia, Mrs. Neil Durrance 
of Sebring; and Evelyn, who married Charles D. John- 
son of Miami, now of Sebring. The grandchildren of 
Clifford, great-grandchildren of William Sidney Pearce, 
are: Sidney and Clifford, sons of Leland Pearce; James 
Albert and Barbara Ann Fulton, children of Ruth; Neil 
Durrance III, son of Edna; and Danny, Carol Lynn and 
Patricia Johnson, children of Evelyn. Pearl Pearce, 
sister of Edna Mae, married Edward Stephens and they 
live in Tampa, Florida. 


On the maternal side, Mrs. Lockett is a descendant of 
Valentine Hollingsworth, the original immigrant an- 
cestor of the Hollingsworth family in America. Valen- 
tine Hollingsworth was a member of the Society of 
Friends. In 1682 he sailed from Belfast, Ireland, for the 
Delaware River, a few months after the arrival of Wil- 
liam Penn. He settled on a thousand-acre plantation 
near the present city of Wilmington, Delaware, which 
was then a part of Pennsylvania. His eldest son, Henry, 
followed to America in 1683 and later established a suc- 
cessful flour mill at Elkton, Maryland. The progenitor of 
the Hollingsworth family of the southeastern states, in- 
cluding Florida, was Stephen, the son of Henry and 
grandson of Valentine. Stephen, born in 1690, moved to 
North Carolina and operated a flour mill on Elk River, 
near Elkton; Henry’s son, Zebulon, was a soldier under 
George Washington during the American Revolution, 
and Zebulon’s son, Stephen, was the great-grandfather 
of Mrs. Lockett. Jacob Simeon Hollingsworth, Mrs, 
Lockett’s grandfather, was a native of North Carolina. 
He came to Florida in his youth to make his home with 
his father, Stephen, who was one of the pioneers of old 
Polk County, which then covered most of the south- 
central section of the state. 


On August 18, 1866, Jacob Simeon Hollingsworth mar- 
ried Virginia Hagan of DeSoto County, and together 
they established a home near Fort Ogden. Later they 
moved to Brownsville where the family lived for nearly 
fifty years. To this union were born ten children, of 
whom the eldest, Marvia Virginia Hollingsworth, was 
born at Fort Ogden on August 18, 1867. Mrs. Lockett’s 
mother passed away on May 27, 1932, preceding by al- 
most six years her grandfather, who lived until Feb- 
ruary 12, 1938. 

Of Jacob Simeon Hollingsworth, the writer of his 
obituary said that he was a citizen of unusual character, 
possessing a ruggedness of purpose and an indomitable 
will power and courage, which made him an outstand- 
ing factor in the life of the community for many years. 
He was a faithful member of the Methodist Church, and 
in his contact with others he was kind, thoughtful and 
sympathetic. It is said that no call for help ever went 
unheeded by him. He was the senior trustee of the 
Brownville Methodist Church, having served for fifty 
years, since its organization, at the time of his death. His 
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life was a worthy example to those whose lives were 
touched by his influence. 

With a background of stalwart Anglo-Saxon ancestry, 
Edna Pearce was well endowed for the career that be- 
gan on the banks of the Kissimmee River back in 1908. 
She attended the Fort Bassinger school and later gradu- 
ated from Sebring High School. For a year she was a 
member of the student body at Florida State College 
for Women (now Florida State University) at Talla- 
hassee, and then transferred to Florida Southern Col- 
lege at Lakeland, from which she was graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Home Economics. At 
the Lakeland college she was a charter member of 
Alpha Chi Omega sorority, a member of the “War 
Canoe” team, and later served a term as president of 
the Alumni Association. 

After her graduation from Florida Southern she 
taught four years as principal of the Fort Bassinger 
school. When her brother Clifford was killed in an auto- 
‘mobile accident, Edna and Pearl Pearce accepted the 
active management of the large cattle business that had 
been pioneered by their father and later managed by 
their brother until his untimely death. But Edna 
Pearce’s activities spread beyond the ranch at Bassinger. 
She took part in many civic and social organizations, 
with membership in the Methodist Church, the Business 
and Professional Women’s Club, Sebring Woman’s Club, 
Sebring Garden Club, and held numerous offices in 
State and County cattlemen’s associations, as well as 
the D.A.R. and Daughters of American Colonists. She 
is now Regent of the Patriots Chapter of the D.A.R. 

Her political interests have been expressed through 
membership, and the holding of various offices, in the 
Democratic party in Florida. She served as the High- 
lands County State Democratic Committeewoman for 
over twelve years, attended several national conventions 
of the Democratic party, and was present at the in- 
augurations of President Franklin Roosevelt and Harry 
Truman and of several of the Governors of Florida. In 
1948 she received the Democratic nomination for State 
Representative from Highlands County without opposi- 
tion and was the only woman Representative in the 
1949 session and those succeeding, of 1951 and 1953. 

Representative Pearce served on the important House 
Committees for Citrus, Elections, Livestock, Public 
Roads and Highways, Drainage and Water Conservation, 
Appropriations, and State Institutions. She sponsored 
many bills for the legal establishment of the rights of 
women, entitling women to serve on juries, equal pay 
for equal work, and protection of women’s property. 
She sponsored other bills requiring that Florida-pro- 
duced beef be stamped as such, and a bill for the estab- 
lishment of a hospital for alcoholics at Avon Park, In 
1953 a press reporter wrote that, seeing her at her desk 
in the Legislature, it was hard to believe that she did 
not come from Washington or New York, but from Fort 
Bassinger which, until recently, was merely an isolated 
outpost on the Kissimmee River. 

On August 22, 1953, Edna Pearce became the bride of 
William James Lockett, the son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Thomas Lockett of London, England. Mr. Lockett was 
a member of the firm of Cobb and Jenkins, interna- 
tional British woolen importers of London, New York 
and Los Angeles. The marriage was the culmination 
of a shipboard romance that began on the trans-At- 
lantic liner, Queen Mary, in August, 1950. 

But the Kissimmee River Valley is still the home of 
Edna Pearce Lockett. The area remains her home—the 


land her parents and grandparents helped wrest from 
the wilderness of Indians and outlaws. The Valley is 
inseparably identified with her own life and its interests 
and welfare will always be near to her heart. 


ALBERT LAWRENCE HALL 


One of the largest caladium growers in Florida, rais- 
ing over two million bulbs a year, Albert Lawrence Hall 
of Lake Placid started in this business after his return 
from World War II, having previously been a vegetable 
farmer in Highlands County. His bulbs are sold through 
brokers and shipped direct to the brokers’ customers all 
over the United States and to foreign countries, as far 
away as Hong Kong. In season he employs between 
twenty-five and thirty helpers, many of these being 
Seminole Indians from the nearby reservation. 

Mr. Hall was born in Methuen, Massachusetts, April 
7, 1896, son of John Wilson Hall and Sarah Elizabeth 
Woodbury, both from Salem, New Hampshire. Both his 
parents died at Andover, Massachusetts. His father ran 
a livery stable in Methuen and later was a painting 
contractor. 

Following his education in the public schools of 
Methuen, Massachusetts, Albert Hall served an appren- 
ticeship as a carpenter and, having mastered the trade, 
worked at it until about twenty years ago, off and on. 
In 1928 he bought a garage in Detroit for storage and 
automobile repairs, but gave it up soon after the crash 
of 1929, 

He had been in Florida several times previously, and 
in November, 1931, came to Lake Placid with the inten- 
tion of staying. During the first year there he was a 
commercial fisherman. About a year later he cleared a 
few acres on the east side of Lake Istokpoga and started 
farming, growing vegetables. Then he and Ivey E. 
Futch bought about 180 acres of virgin land, cleared 65 
acres of it and farmed, raising mostly snap beans, pep- 
pers and eggplant. Mr. Hall bought Mr. Futch’s share 
of the land about 1940. He leased the farm while he 
served in the Army Transportation Corps for two and 
a half years during World War II. 

It was through his friendship with Shirley Daughtry 
of Wauchula that Mr. Hall got interested in caladiums. 
There were three or four other bulb farmers in the area 
before he started. For the last two years he has had 
about forty-five acres of bulbs. His wife, daughter and 
son-in-law assist him in operating the business. He 
has developed and named several varieties of caladiums, 
one being the Avery May, named for his grandaughter, 
He also developed several digging tools that are uni- 
versally used by farmers. 

Mr. Hall is a charter member of the Caladium Growers 
Association of Florida and a member of the Florida 
Nurserymen and Growers Association. He served on 
the board of the Highlands County Conservation Dis- 
trict when it was first organized. He is a member of the 


‘Greater Lake Placid Chamber of Commerce; a member 


of Sebring Moose Lodge, now inactive; and a past Com- 
mander of Post #25 of the American Legion at Lake 
Placid. The Legion is his pet civic interest. During 
World War I he was stable sergeant in A Company of 
the 101st Engineers in the famous 26th Division. As 
already stated, during World War II he served in the 
Army Transportation Corps. He was Chief Engineer on 
an Army supply ship and on the seagoing tugs, LT 131 
and FS 232. 

A licensed pilot, Mr. Hall has been flying for the past 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


twenty-five years, and enjoys flying around the state 
in his four-passenger Cessna 172. 

He was married in Albany, New York, to Helen Lil- 
lian O’Brien, who was born in Northampton, Massa- 
chusetts, daughter of Patrick and Mary O’Brien. She 
is a past president of the Ladies Auxiliary of American 
Legion Post #25. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hall have one daughter, Constance Eliza- 
beth, now Mrs. Edward L. Grimley, born in Detroit, 
Michigan, January 22, 1930. The Grimleys have three 
children; Edward Lawrence, Michael James, and Avery 
May. 


ISAAC E. SCOTT 


Isaac E. Scott, cattleman of Moore Haven, served 
Glades County as Tax Assessor for thirty-two years. 
He has had cattle, off and on, for over twenty-five years, 
and on his Nine Mile Ranch he now has between four 
and five hundred head of crossbred Brahman and 
Angus. 


A second-generation native of Florida, Mr. Scott was 
born near Chipley in Washington County August 7, 
1894. His father, John S. Scott, was a farmer and cattle- 
man in Washington County. Born May 7, 1867, in what 
is now Bay County, he died at Alford, Jackson County, 
January 30, 1939. Isaac’s mother, Addie Anne Wachob, 
was born at White Oak, Washington County, June 27, 
1867, and died at Alford on January 27, 1949. The grand- 
parents came to Florida from the Carolinas; the Scotts 
from North Carolina and the Wachobs from South 
Carolina. 


Isaac Scott attended public school in Chipley and 
Normal School at Madison, followed by several sum- 
mer sessions at the University of Florida. After gradua- 
tion from Normal School he taught school‘for about ten 
years. During World War I he served in the United 
States Army from June, 1918, to August, 1919, in the 
Second Division in France and Germany, and saw action 
with the 15th Field Artillery in the Argonne Forest. 


In November of 1924 Mr. Scott was elected Tax Asses- 
sor of Glades County. Taking office in January, 1925, he 
served continuously through eight four-year terms, 
ending in 1956. His wife was Deputy Clerk of the Cir- 
cuit Court of Glades County from 1936 to 1955, when 
she was appointed Clerk by Governor Collins and served 
until 1960. Her sister had been Clerk until her death 
in 1955, having served over twenty-five years, and was 
Deputy Clerk before that for five or six years. 


Mr. Scott is a charter member and past president of 
Glades County Cattlemen’s Association, a member of 
Glades County Farm Bureau, and a past member of the 
Tax Assessors Association of Florida. 


A 32nd degree Mason, he is past Master of Moore 
Haven Lodge #61, and was Worthy Patron of Chapter 
#161, Order of the Eastern Star, for fifteen years or 
more. Mrs. Scott has been Worthy Matron two or three 
times. They are members of the Methodist Church of 
Moore Haven, in which Mr. Scott served on the Board 
of Stewards for many years and is now an honorary 
steward. Running his ranch is as good as a hobby with 
him, and he also enjoys hunting and fishing. 

The Scotts were married at Moore Haven December 
19, 1925. Mrs. Scott was Florence Elizabeth Short, 
daughter of John and Lida (King) Short, and was born 
at Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, April 1, 1893. She was 


teaching school in Moore Haven when she met Mr. 
Scott. They have one daughter, Irene Elizabeth, born 
at Moore Haven October 8, 1928. She married Roy D. 
Lundy, now Sheriff of Glades County, and they have 
two sons: Roy D., Jr., and Jack Elton Lundy, both born 
on June 8th, Roy in 1950 and Jack in 1956. 


ta 


CECIL V. PARKINSON 


A successful pioneer merchant and financier of Clew- 
iston, Cecil V. Parkinson is the founder of Park- 
inson’s Department Store in that city and of Parkin- 
son’s, Inc., in Moore Haven. He is also one of the orig- 
inal stockholders of the First Bank of Clewiston, which 
he served as President for some thirty years prior to his 
election as Chairman of the Board about five years ago. 

A native Floridian, Mr. Parkinson was born at Alva 
in Lee County, June 21, 1892. His father, Edward Park- 
inson, was born in Barnsley, Yorkshire, England, and 
died at Alva, Florida. As a young man he came ito 
Florida and bought some land in Alva on the Caloosa- 
hatchee River. He had a general store at Alva and was 
one of the early citrus growers and cattlemen in that 
region. He was a member of the Board of County Com- 
missioners of Lee County for some years. Cecil’s mother 
was Mary C. Verdier from Knoxville, Tennessee. She 
died at Fort Myers, Florida. 

After his early education in the public schools of Lee 
County, Cecil Parkinson attended Castle Heights Pre- 
paratory. School in Lebanon, Tennessee. Returning 
home, he worked in his father’s general store and be- 
came Postmaster of Alva. In December, 1917, he entered 
the United States Army and served in the Quarter- 
master Corps in France until his discharge in October, 
1919, with the rank of sergeant first class. 

It was after his return from the Army in World War 
I that Mr. Parkinson started in business for himself, 
opening first a small general store in Moore Haven, 
which was later expanded; and in 1923 opened the first 
store in Clewiston, the forerunner of today’s modern 
department store. 

Shortly after the opening of his store in Clewiston 
Mr. Parkinson was one of a group of business men who, 
recognizing the need for banking facilities in the area, 
established the First Bank of Clewiston; and he served on 
its board of directors. He was elected President of the 
bank about 1925 and held that position for three decades, 
now serving as Chairman of the Board. 

In the fall of 1957, in partnership with W. A. Davis, 
Mr. Parkinson bought out Vaughn and Wright in Clewis- 
ton and changed the name to Clewiston Auto Parts, 
Inc., of which he is president. He also has had a small 
commercial herd of cattle for the past eight to ten years. 

While he lived in Moore Haven Mr. Parkinson served 
on the Town Council and during that same period filled 
out an unexpired term as County Commissioner - of 
Glades County. He was an early member of Hendry 
County Chamber of Commerce. He is a past director of 
Clewiston Realty and Development Corporation and of 
the District Board of the State Board of Social Welfare; 
a former member of Clewiston Kiwanis Club; a mem- 
ber of Clewiston Elks Lodge #1853; a member and past 
Commander of Clewiston American Legion Post #93. 
His church is St. Margaret’s Episcopal of Clewiston, in 
which he serves as a vestryman. At the Clewiston Coun- 
try Club he finds relaxation in a game of golf. 
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Mr. Markham is a 32nd degree Blue Lodge Mason 
of Lake Worth Lodge No. 237, the Scottish Rite, Lake 
Worth, and Mahi Temple Shrine, Miami; a member 
and past Patron of the Eastern Star; a past Noble 
Grand of the Odd Fellows; a member of Kappa Alpha 
fraternity at Roanoke College, Virginia; of the Old 
Guard Society; and the First Baptist Church of Okee- 
chobee, where he teaches the Men’s Sunday School. 
He is also a member of Aircraft Owners and Pilots 
Association, the Okeechobee Boat Club, the Capitol 
City Country Club, Tallahassee, and Bedford County 
(Virginia) Country Club. 

Mr. Markham was married twice. In May 1933, at 
Charlotte, North Carolina, he married Mary Ashley, 
daughter of C. W. and Phosia (Tinsley) Ashley, who 
was born at Timberlake, North Carolina, in April 
1910, now deceased. The children of this marriage are: 

1. Thomas A. Markham, born January 28, 1935, at 
Princeton, Florida; 

2. Charles Raymond Markham, born November 10, 
1937, at Lowry, Virginia; 

3. Martha Ann, born January 27, 1940, at Okee- 
chobee; 

4. Mary Jane, born March 9, 1950, at Miami. 

On March 18, 1952, at Fort Lauderdale, Mr. Mark- 
ham married Alice Armstrong, born in Providence, 
Rhode Island, October 5, 1920, daughter of William 
and Alice (Metcalf) Armstrong, natives of Pawtucket 
and Providence, Rhode Island, respectively, both liv- 
ing. By a previous marriage the present Mrs. Mark- 
ham has two children: Edward Eton Bowns IV, born 
April 25, 1943, and Margaret Christine, born April 7, 
1947, both born at Fort Pierce, Florida. 

W. Allen Markham first entered politics in 1958, 
when he was the successful candidate for a seat in the 
Florida House of Representatives, and was re-elected 
in 1960. In the Legislature he advocates no increase in 
taxes, better roads, better schools, more industry, 
more research in agriculture, promotion of tourism 
in Okeechobee County, and conservation of natural 
resources. 

In January 1961 Mr. Markham was appointed to the 


State Agricultural Advisory Council by the Florida , 


Commissioner of Agriculture. He will represent the 
food processing interests of the state in the counsel- 
ing group. 


MADA FRASER BABCOCK 


Mada Fraser Babcock, lawyer of Lake Wales and 
the first woman to be elected Municipal Judge of that 
city, comes from an old pioneer family which migrated 
to Florida from South Carolina and Georgia. Her 
grandfather Fraser was a son of Thomas Jefferson 
Fraser and Emma Burris, who came from South Caro- 
lina to Sanderson, Baker County, Florida, about 1855. 
Her father’s mother was Frances Silcox from Clay 
County, Florida, and her grandmother on her mother’s 
side of the family was Melissa Drew, daughter of KB: 
Drew, pioneer cattleman of Clay County before the 
Civil War, who married Jesse Burney, also a pioneer 
Clay County resident. 

Mada Burney Fraser was born in Bostwick, Putnam 
County, Florida, on October 16, 1909, daughter of Har- 
ney Madison Fraser, born in West Tocoi, Clay County, 
Florida, and Lillie Augusta Burney, born in Sharon, 
Clay County. Her father worked in the Maintenance 


Department of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad for 
twenty-three years. Moving to Lake Wales in 1914, he 
went into the real estate rental business, in which he 
continued for thirty-four years. 

Mrs. Babcock was educated in the public schools of 
Lake Wales and then attended pre-law and law school 
at John B. Stetson University, DeLand, Florida, where 
on May 24, 1932, she received her Bachelor of Laws de- 
gree. She entered the active practice of law in June, 
1936, in her own office. On June 1, 1938, she took office 
as Municipal Judge for the City of Lake Wales and 
was re-elected for four consecutive terms, serving a 
total of ten years. She is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Florida Bar and the Tenth Judicial 
Circuit Bar Association. 

Active in civic affairs, Mrs. Babcock is a charter 
member and first president of the Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club of Lake Wales and a past di- 
rector of District No. 7 of that organization. She is a 
member of the Woman’s Club and of the Tourist Club; 
past Worthy Matron of Chapter #107 of the Order of 
the Eastern Star; a member of Phi Delta Delta, women 
lawyers’ sorority; and past president of Alpha Theta 
Chapter of Pi Kappa Sigma. She is a member of the 
Baptist Church. 

Mada Burney Fraser was married on June 16, 1935, 
in Lake Wales to Coral Sanford Babcock, who was 
born in Sirathcona, Ontario, Canada, son of Melville 
Sanford Babcock and Rose Lillie Darlington Babcock. 
Mr. Babcock was a pioneer in the field of aviation and 
was flight instructor for Army cadets during World War 
II at Dorr Field in Arcadia, Florida. From 1945 to 1949 
he was at Peter O. Knight Airport in Tampa as flight 
instructor. 


DR. JUNIUS ELMORE DOVELL 


One of the co-authors of this work, Junius Elmore 
Dovell, needs no introduction among historians of Flor- 
ida, being himself the author of one of the best known 
recent histories of the state—Florida: Historic, Dra- 
matic, Contemporary, published in 1952 by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Company of New York. 

Dr. Dovell is a native son of Florida, born in Orlando 
August 15, 1911. His father, Milton Obediah Dovell, 
was born March 15, 1870, in Luray, Virginia. He mi- 
grated to Florida in 1886 and settled in Orlando, where 
he was a wholesale oil dealer. Dr. Dovell”s mother, 
Alma Amelia Chapman, born May 27, 1872, in New- 
berry, South Carolina, was brought to Orlando, Florida, 
in 1882 at the age of ten. From his earliest childhood, 
Dr. Dovell’s parents sought to interest him in the ro- 
mance of the long history of Florida. 

He was educated through the ninth grade in Orlando 
schools; and in 1929 was graduated with high honors 
from Bailey Military Institute of Greenwood, South 
Carolina; and was champion high school debater of that 
state. He attended Antioch College in Yellow Springs, 
Ohio, from 1929 to 1931; the University of Florida in 
1931; and was graduated from John B. Stetson Univer- 
sity, DeLand, Florida, in 1933 with a B.A. degree, re- 
turning there for his M.A. degree in 1934. He received 
his Ph.D. degree in 1947 from the University of North - 
Carolina. 

From 1934 to 1938 and 1939 to 1941 he was instructor 
in the Cherokee Junior High School, Orlando, and 
during the years 1938-39 and 1941-42 was a graduate 
student at the University of North Carolina. In January, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


1942, he accepted an interim appointment as Professor 
of History and Government at Flora Macdonald Col- 
lege, Red Springs, North Carolina. 

His combined teaching and study career was inter- 
rupted by World War II. Commissioned a Lieutenant 
(junior grade) in the United States Naval Reserve 
July 22, 1942, he was promoted to a senior grade lieu- 
tenant in 1943, to Lieutenant Commander in 1945, and 
Commander in 1953; meanwhile serving in the South 
Pacific area in 1943-44. Separated from active duty on 
February 15, 1946, he has been a member of the Naval 
Air Reserve Training Unit at the Naval Air Station in 
Jacksonville from 1948 to 1954 and again from 1958 to 
the present time. 

After a few months as instructor in Social Sciences 
at the University of North Carolina, Dr. Dovell re- 
turned to Florida and from June, 1946, to 1951, was 
Assistant Professor of Social Sciences at the Univer- 
sity of Florida. From 1951 to 1955 he was Associate 
Professor, and since 1955 has been a full Professor, of 
Political and Social Sciences at the University of Flor- 
ida. 

Dr. Dovell has written a large number of articles, 
book reviews and press reports on the history and gov- 
ernment of Florida and has lectured before various 
groups throughout the state. Since 1949 he has served 
as Chairman of the Citizens Constitution Committee of 
Florida, a non-partisan organization of persons inter- 
ested in the modernization of the government of this 
state. He is a member of the Florida Historical Society 
and the Florida Anthropological Society. 

In other than professional circles, Dr. Dovell is a 
member of the American Legion, the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars, and the Presbyterian Church. 

He was married in Belle Glade, Florida, on June 4, 
1936, to Lois Adrienne Daane, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Adrian Daane of Belle Glade, who was born February 
20, 1913, at Madison, Wisconsin. Her father was direc- 
tor of the University of Florida Experiment Station 
at Belle Glade. 

Dr. and Mrs. Dovell are the parents of four children, 
the first born in Orlando, the other three in Gainesville, 
Florida. They are: 

1. Alma Dovell Mayo, born September 17, 1938. 

2. Adrian Junius Dovell, born January 13, 1943. 

3. Mildred Beth Dovell, born April 23, 1948. 

4. Catherine Jean Dovell, born May 20, 1954. 


MAX WILHELM JOHANNSEN, M.D. 


After about twenty years of practice in several hos- 
pitals and clinics in New York City, Dr. Max Wilhelm 
Johannsen opened an office in Palm Beach, where he 
conducts a practice in internal medicine with special in- 
terest in cardiovascular diseases. 

Dr. Johannsen was born in Hamburg, Germany, Janu- 
ary 19, 1909, son of Frederick Wilhelm Claus Johannsen, 
born February 10, 1860, in Denmark, and Ilka von Zeska, 
who was born in Austria, May 10, 1870. He graduated 
from Oberrealschule, Altona, Germany, in 1929, and 
studied at the Medical Schools of the Universities of 
Hamburg, Rostock, Heidelberg, and again at the Uni- 
versity of Hamburg, finishing in 1933. 

Coming to New York in 1933, he entered the New 
York University-Bellevue Hospital Medical School and 
graduated in 1935. He interned at the Lenox Hill Hos- 
pital, New York, for two years, followed by six months 
as Resident on the Chest Service, and for the next 


eleven years, 1939 to 1950, was Clinical Assistant at the 
Cardiovascular Clinic of the Lenox Hill Hospital. Mean- 
while, from 1938 to 1942, he was Assistant Pathologist at 
Bellevue Hospital and from that time on was on the 
visiting physician staff of that hospital at various levels, 
being appointed Visiting Physician in 1953. Since 1950, 
he was Chief of the Fourth Medical Clinie at Bellevue 
Hospital. 

From 1943 to 1960 he served in different clinics of the 
University Hospital Dispensary, and since 1946, in the 
University Hospital, being appointed Associate Attend- 
ing Physician in 1951. 

In addition to his other numerous overlapping duties, 
Dr. Johannsen carried on a teaching program at the 
University Medical School since 1946, holding various 
teaching positions in the Postgraduate Division, and 
since July 1, 1954, has been Associate Professor of Clin- 
ical Medicine of the New York University-Bellevue 
Medical Center. Through his articles published in sev- 
eral medical journals, he has made valuable contribu- 
tions to medical literature. 

Dr. Johannsen is a diplomate of the American Board 
of Internal Medicine and a member of the following 
professional groups: American Medical Association, As- 
sociation of American Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York State Medical Society, New York County Medical 
Society, New York Pathological Society, New York 
Academy of Medicine, and the Florida Medical Associa- 
tion. In local society he is a member of the Bath and 
Tennis Club and The Everglades Club of Palm Beach. 

He was married in New York City December 19, 1945, 
to The Honorable Moya Catherine de la Poer Beresford 
Bellew, who was born in England September 21, 1913. 
Dr. and Mrs, Johannsen are the parents of two children: 
Nancy Cobleigh Johannsen and Christian John de la 
Poer Johannsen. By her previous marriage Mrs. Jo- 
hannsen has another son, John Jeremy de la Poer 
Bellew. 


FREDERICK W. KESSLER 


Before he established his architectural business in 
Palm Beach, in 1955, Frederick W. Kessler was asso- 
ciated with outstanding architects in New York. 

He was born in Jersey Shore, Pennsylvania, February 
21, 1914, son of Bessie W. (Williamson) and Fred B. 
Kessler, formerly with the New York Central Railroad, 
now retired. Both parents are living in Jersey Shore. 

After his preliminary education in the schools of his 
home town, Frederick W. Kessler attended Pennsylva- 
nia State University and graduated in the class of 1936, 
with a Bachelor's degree in Architecture. During World 
War II he served as a Lieutenant in the Navy from 1943 
to 1946. 

Coming to Florida in 1955, he opened an office in 
Palm Beach and carried on a private practice of archi- 
tecture until June, 1959, when he formed a partnership 
with Jefferson N. Powell under the name of Kessler and 
Powell. He has done a considerable amount of work in 
connection with the building program of the Palm Beach 
County Board of Public Instruction. 

Mr. Kessler is is a member of the Florida Association 
of Architects and the American Institute of Architects 
and served the Palm Beach chapter of the A.I.A. as 
president in 1958. He is a member of the West Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce and the Kiwanis Club of 
South Side, West Palm Beach, of which he was vice- 
president in 1959-60. He is an Elder in the Memorial 
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THE: BAST. COAST OF “FLORIDA 


Presbyterian Church of West Palm Beach and was for- 
merly Chairman of the Board of Deacons. He also holds 
membership in the Chi Phi fraternity. His hobby is 
photography. 

At Sheffield, Vermont, on August 12, 1939, Mr. Kessler 
married Isabel Simpson of Albany, New York, daughter 
of Dr. Alfred Simpson, former Professor of Education 
at Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, who 
died in 1955. Her mother, Hazel (Fiske) Simpson, lives 
in St. Johnsbury, Vermont. Mrs. Kessler is a graduate 
of Albany High School, New York, and Bates College, 
Lewiston, Maine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kessler have three children: 

1. Carol Ann, born July 1, 1940, in Albany, New York, 
who graduated from Palm Beach High School and with 
the class of 1960, at Palm Beach Junior College. 

2. Dexter W., born April 14, 1943, at West Palm Beach, 
is a student at Bolles Military School, Jacksonville, 
Florida. 

3. Mary Dale, born October 13, 1950, is a student at 
West Palm Beach Elementary School. 


MARY LOU BREWER 


Mary Lou Brewer has worked for the City of West 
Palm Beach since she left school, and for the past twelve 
years has been Comptroller. 

She is a daughter of Martin H. Brewer, Sr., who was 
a merchant and also ran an insurance agency. He died 
December 16, 1945. Her mother, Louise (Majewski) 
Brewer, has been a resident of West Palm Beach since 
her infancy and is a graduate of its public schools. 

Mary Lou Brewer was born in West Palm Beach on 
October 9, 1916. She graduated from St. Ann’s High 
School and attended Palm Beach Junior College. On 
February 1, 1935, she went to work for the City of West 
Palm Beach as secretary in the Public Works Depart- 
ment. She was transferred to the Treasurer’s office in 
August, 1938, and in June, 1939, was promoted to As- 
sistant Treasurer. This position she held until April, 
1948, when she became Comptroller. 

Both Miss Brewer and her mother are members of 
the Palm Beach County Historical Society and of St. 
Ann’s Church. 


GRADY H. BRANTLEY, M.D. 


Among the most prominent citizens of Lake Worth 
was Dr. Grady H. Brantley, who practiced medicine in 
Lake Worth for more than forty years and served as 
city physician in that community from 1930 to 1937. Not 
only did Dr. Brantley achieve recognition for his pro- 
fessional accomplishments but he also assumed a posi- 
tion of leadership in the social and civic affairs of this 
city, which he served as mayor for three two-year terms. 

Born in Lawrenceville, Gwinnett County, Georgia, 
December 10, 1889, he was a son of Dr. Quincy L. Brent- 
ley and Sarah Jane Hutchins, the latter also a native of 
Lawrenceville, Georgia. His father, born in Social Circle, 
Walton County, Georgia, was graduated from the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in Atlanta and prac- 
ticed medicine in Gwinnett County and Roswell, Geor- 

ia. 

5 Dr. Brantley received his early general education in 
the public schools of Roswell and later completed this 
part of his studies at Boys High School in Atlanta, in 
1908. A star athlete, he devoted the next four years of 
his life to professional baseball, but in 1912 abandoned 


the game to enter the Georgia College of Eclectic Medi- 
cine and Surgery, from which he was graduated with 
an M.D. degree in the class of 1915. He served his intern- 
ship at the Georgia Hospital in Atlanta, for one year, 
and, after some time in the Army Medical Corps in 
World War I, established himself in Lake Worth, where 
he conducted a general prdctice with outstanding dis- 
tinction and success. 

As one of the leading physicians of Lake Worth, he 
was elected city physician in 1930, and continued in that 
office until June 1, 1937, when he resigned. He was 
elected Mayor of Lake Worth in 1939, and, twice re- 
elected, served through 1945. 

Dr. Brantley was associated with the staff of Good 
Samaritan Hospital in West Palm Beach. He was a mem- 
ber of the Palm Beach County Medical Association, the 
Southern Medical Association, and a life member of 
the Florida State Medical Association and the American 
Medical Association. 

Prominent socially, Dr. Brantley was past president 
of Lake Worth Rotary Club; a member of Gulf Stream 
Lodge #245, F. and A.M., and Lake Worth Consistory; 
a Royal Arch Mason, a Knight Templar, and a member 
of Mahi Temple in Miami. He also held membership in 
Elks Lodge #1530 and the First Baptist Church. His 
favorite sports were baseball and fishing. 

On June 17, 1919, he married Harriet Hotchkiss of 
Lake Worth, daughter of Moses and Emma (Notbolm) 
Hotchkiss. She died in 1955, and on February 11, 1959, 
Dr. Brantley married Ellen Ashcroft, daughter of James 
L. and Margaret (Plowman) Ashcroft. 

Dr. Brantley died on February 9, 1961. 


WALTER H. KELLER 


Operating a general insurance business in West Palm 
Beach, Walter H. Keller has been a resident of Florida 
since 1946, and was with B. D. Cole, Inc., in the insur- 
ance field until he established his own firm, the Keller 
Insurance Agency, in April of 1955. 

He was born in Chicago, March 18, 1919, son of John 
and Catherine (Schower), both deceased. His father 
was a dyer by trade. Walter graduated from Tilden 
Technical High School in the class of 1936, and went to 
work as a lumberman in the forests of Wisconsin. After 
about eighteen months there he returned to Chicago 
and became assistant to the office manager for the 
Sitroux Company, a paper products company. 

In September, 1940, he enlisted as a buck private in 
the Army Air Force and served throughout World War 
II in the India-China-Burma theater of operations, 
working up to the rank of technical sergeant, and was 
honorably discharged on December 30, 1945. Following 
his release from military service he came to West Palm 
Beach and entered the insurance business. 

Mr. Keller is a member of the Lions Club of West 
Palm Beach and the First United Lutheran Church, in 
which he is financial secretary and a councilman. Mrs. 
Keller belongs to the Quota Club of the Palm Beaches 
and is first vice-president for 1960. She is the former 
Lucille A. Knapp, daughter of John and Anna (Lun- 
berg) Knapp, both deceased, and is a graduate of Palm 
Beach High School in the class of 1938. 

The Kellers were married in West Palm Beach De- 
cember 5, 1942. They have two sons. Walter H., Jr., born 
December 5, 1946, is a student at Forest Hills Junior 
High School. Robert K., born July 10, 1950, attends the 
Palmetto School. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION 


LENA M. T. CLARKE 


The author of a part of the religious history in 
Volume II of this History, Miss Lena Clarke is a pioneer 
resident of West Palm Beach, Florida, dating from the 
days of Henry Flagler. 

One of six children of the Rev. Almon Taylor Clarke 
and Marietta Thankful (Whitney) Clarke, she was 
born (to quote from her own story) ... “in Vermont 
near the Coolidge family farm, but I came South as 
soon as I learned to walk, and have never been back.” 

There is a brief sketch of Miss Clark’s father in the 
chapter on Congregational History of Florida. “This 
will show,” she says, “that Church Union was one of 
the dearest loves of his life. His children and grand- 
children have always upheld his faith while they sought 
to have the church move to the day of triumph over 
sectarianism.” In a later note Miss Clarke calls atten- 
tion to the fact that ‘“‘our families in the Northeast in 
early days introduced music for church services at a 
time when some ministers did not permit ‘A joyful 
noise before the Lord.’ My father studied ‘Hymnody’ 
with Lowell Mason, and both father and mother studied 
organ and piano with Mason and Clarence Eddy in 
preparation for religious work, especially with young 
persons.” 

Continuing with her story: “I was five years old 
when I learned my letters on piano, typewriter and 
shorthand notes, all at once. I was a freak who pre- 
ferred the excitement of my father’s study to any 
other playground in the world. When I was ten years 
old, I knew the mailing list of the Southern Congre- 
gationalist by heart. 

“I graduated from high school subjects in Case In- 
stitute, near Birmingham, Alabama, when I was thir- 
teen years old. My most delightful work was in my 
fourteenth year, when I traveled and_ lectured for 
Loyal Temperance Legion and American Red Cross in 
Alabama churches. Often I preached the evening ser- 
mon by request of some pastor who had heard me 
speak to young people in the afternoon. (One of them 
said he wanted to hear my jokes and music again.) 

“I was sixteen years old, visiting my sister Susan 
in Miami when I wrote the poem, ‘H. M. Flagler, The 
Magician.’ After reading it, he asked the editor of his 
papers to have me write at least one poem a week for 
the System; also, I wrote promotional prose, with pho- 
tographs to illustrate, for the Flagler Model Land 
Company. 

“While my father was Dean of Extension work at 
Atlanta Theological Seminary, I studied theological 
subjects with classmates of my father’s who were pro- 
moting the Seminary. I did typing to pay for my tui- 
tion; also wrote for newspapers. 

“I save all clippings on Church Union and Church 
History. Three persons who were most appreciative 
when I sent them duplicate material from my father’s 
files were Woodrow Wilson, when he was writing his 
History of America; and Gaius Glenn Atkins with 
Frederick Fagley, who were writing Congregational 
History . . . Woodrow Wilson advertised his book with 
my letter, saying that his History was ‘as interesting to 
a school girl as it was to older people.’” 

After her father’s death Lena Clarke was given his 
membership in the Congregational Historical Society. 
She is Historian for the Union Congregational Church 
in West Palm Beach, a member of the Palm Beach 
County Historical Society, and helped Judge C. C. 


Chillingworth write his “History of the Chillingworth 
Family,” after he retired from active law practice. 

Miss Lena and her sister, Miss Maude Clarke, have 
both served Union Congregational Church, West Palm 
Beach, as teachers of Sunday School and officers of 
the church for more than fifty years. Lena has served 
as secretary of the Diaconate, as sponsor and organist 
of the church’s Pilgrim Fellowship Group, and as 
church secretary and a member of the church Pub- 
licity Committee, in addition to her duties as Historian. 
Her sister, Maude, has been organist, chairman of the 
Diaconate, teacher in the church school and organist 
for the junior department of the school. 

Miss Clarke says further: 

“I have never ceased to work with the Church and 
Red Cross, for they are inseparable, as I see it. My 
work with Junior Red Cross is at present my most 
interesting work, as these young persons are learning 
interfaith and union truths.” 

Giving a brief review of the lives of her brothers and 
sisters, Miss Clarke says: 

“Almon Taylor Clarke, Jr., talented musician and 
author, remained in the North. 

“Susan Elmina studied at New England Conserva- 
tory; married James William Warner, who was with 
Flagler developments. Susan was first church organist 
and a pioneer music teacher in Miami, where they 
made their home. 

“Maude Elizabeth, librarian, brought World War I 
Memorial Library at West Palm Beach from its be- 
ginning to be ‘one of the finest in the South.’ On Sep- 
tember 25, 1960, Maude and I (Lena) received a scroll 
of recognition from Union Church (the oldest in the 
city) in appreciation of ‘fifty years devoted service’ to 
the church. We have served in every branch of the 
church work, especially in music, without charge for 
our time and talents. 

“John Paul was second Postmaster in West Palm 
Beach, appointed by Theodore Roosevelt. Paul was a 
naturalist who had a permit to catch specimens of 
wild life ‘in season or out of season,’ if they were de- 
sired for national museums in Canada and the United 
States. He sent Smithsonian Institution many fine ex- 
hibits to increase their collection of Florida iauna. 

“Harvey Fisk was Superintendent of Junior High 
Schools for forty-one years in Sacramento, California, 
‘to help boys every day instead of just on Sunday,’ ” 

In conclusion, Miss Clarke says: 

“I am deeply grateful to Publisher, Mr. Robert R. 
Towne, and Dr. Ellwood C. Nance, Author, for being 
so kind to my work; for considering my religious his- 
tory worthy of a place in their important volume on 
religions in Florida.” 


RUBY EDNA PIERCE 


Known as the Dean of Newspaper Women of Florida, 
Ruby Edna Pierce had her finger on the pulse of Palm 
Beach for nearly half a century. As editor of the “Shiny 
Sheet” of the Palm Beach Daily News, she recorded 
history involving the world’s greatest financiers, actors 
and actresses, royalty, society, playboys and fortune 
hunters. Her reputation was that of an honest and fair 
newspaper woman who could be outspoken when an 
occasion arose that required speaking up, but she was 
the confidante of many important people of Palm Beach 
and never in her forty-seven years as a newspaper 
woman printed a rumor story. 
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LHE BAS COAST (OFT FLORIDA 


She was an authority on this area’s history and her 
scrapbooks are gems of information at the national as 
well as the local level, involving as they do persons of 
world renown. Her files on Palm Beach society were 
impeccably kept, even after her retirement. She was 
an avid reader on all that pertained to the resort and 
her library on Florida has been rated by expert his- 
torians as one of the best in the state. 

Ruby Edna Pierce was born in Winter Park, Florida, 
April 19, 1888, daughter of Edgar Kilgore and Annie 
(Seeley) Pierce. Her mother was born in Westfield 
Corners, New York, July 8, 1858, and died September 
15, 1935, in West Palm Beach, where the family moved 
in 1899. The Pierces lived in the only house then existing 
in the 300 block of Clematis Street. Ruby’s father was 
born in Westfield, Massachusetts, May 8, 1858, and died 
July 26, 1938. His father, a bugler in the Civil War, 
was killed, and his mother died not long afterwards. 
Coming to Florida as an orphan at the age of thirteen 
or fourteen, he started out as a carpenter ,and ended up 
in the same occupation. In the meantime, however, he 
became a prosperous citrus grower, owner of five big 
groves, and also owned a meat market in Winter Park. 
After the “Big Freeze” of 1895, which wiped out his 
citrus business, he came to Palm Beach to work for the 
Flagler interests. It was he who designed and built the 
beautiful staircase in the addition to the Royal Poinciana 
Hotel that Henry Flagler built in 1896. 

Ruby Pierce began her newspaper career at the age 
of fifteen as keeper of a downtown newsstand in West 
Palm Beach. At the same time she was a Sunday School 
teacher. R. O. Davies, formerly of Cleveland, Ohio, was 
a Sunday School superintendent in the same church, 
and it was through this association that Ruby got her 
start in newspaper work. In 1906 Mr. Davies purchased 
the Lake Worth News, which became the Palm Beach 
Daily News, and in November, 1907, Ruby Pierce took 
her first job with the paper as cashier. In March, 1908, 
she was made business manager of Palm Beach Life, the 
society magazine affiliated with the Daily News, and in 
1910 became its editor and general manager. In 1911 she 
became executive editor and in 1913, editor and general 
manager of the Palm Beach Daily News, which position 
she held until her retirement in 1954. Miss Pierce was 
also a stockholder in the newspaper corporation and 
was its secretary-treasurer for many years. 

In the early days of the Palm Beach Daily News the 
printing shop was on Clematis Street in West Palm 
Beach and the editorial office was located in the Royal 
Poinciana Hotel in Palm Beach. Ruby rode back and 
forth on a bicycle. In 1913 the plant was moved to the 
corner of Brazilian Avenue and Country Road in Palm 
Beach. Since it was the only business structure in that 
section, the city fathers decreed that it should be shaped 
like a chapel in order to give it a not too commercial 
appearance. 

In those days the Daily News was published from 
January 10 to March 25, with the plant operating as a 
job shop the rest of the year. Miss Pierce handled make- 
up and art as well as circulation and advertising. Two 
weeks each summer she spent in New York City solicit- 
ing national advertising for the following season. — 

Ruby never regarded herself as a writer until an 
incident in 1909 on a trip to Miami to purchase news- 
print. A reporter for the Miami Metropolis, whom she 
had previously employed, being unable to carry out his 
assignment, Ruby wrote the story for him and turned it 
in under his name. Bo Bo Dean, the editor of the Me- 


tropolis, was not so easily fooled. He knew the report- 
er’s style, and it didn’t take him long to find out who 
substituted for him. The upshot of it was that he offered 
Miss Pierce a reporter’s job at double the salary she was 
getting. She declined, but returned to Palm Beach de- 
termined that if she could write that well she would 
write for her own paper.- 

George Morgan Ward, who was president of Rollins 
College and seasonal pastor of the Royal Poinciana 
Chapel, is quoted as having said, “If Miss Pierce sup- 
ports a project, it will be a success.” She was a person 
of tremendous drive with the ability to get things done. 
As a boss she demanded full attention to any job at 
hand, but her employees also knew her as a friend and 
good companion when in less restrained surroundings. 

In her younger years Miss Pierce frequently inter- 
viewed renowned personalities who visited Palm Beach, 
among whom were Henry M. Flagler, the Carnegie, 
Phipps, Vanderblit, Whitney and Astor families, and 
many more. She interviewed Eugene O’Neill, the play- 
wright, on several occasions. Of Mrs. Edward T. Stotes- 
bury, society leader of Palm Beach in 1920, Miss Pierce 
said, “She was a gracious woman with an unbelievable 
memory.” 

Several years ago, when Billie Burke, the widow of 
Florenz Ziegfeld, appeared in a stage production in 
Palm Beach, she contacted Ruby Pierce and they spent 
an afternoon reminiscing on the days when the famous 
Follies performed in Palm Beach; when Madame Schu- 
mann-Heink was frequently presented in concerts, and 
other great and famous names filled the arrival lists in 
the “Shiny Sheet”; when Reginald Vanderbilt, an an- 
nual guest at the Royal Poinciana, had a houseboat 
anchored in Lake Worth, where he entertained his din- 
ner guests. 

In 1910, the year the Town of Palm Beach was in- 
corporated, Henry Flagler presented a pipe organ to 
Royal Poinciana Chapel, the like of which had never 
been seen in Florida, and imported a professional or- 
ganist to play for the dedication just before Christmas. 
Miss Pierce declared that there never would be social 
events to match, for beauty, wealth and class, the Wash- 
ington Birthday Balls that were held at the Royal 
Poinciana, The Garden Grille of the Poinciana she re- 
called as one of the most beautiful settings in the world. 
Here, in 1918, the Old Guard Society was organized by 
J. Clarence Davies. 

Largest wooden structure of its kind in the world, the 
Royal Poinciana Hotel was a great fire hazard. It had 
its own fire department and watchmen were stationed 
in the corridors to watch for fires. Hardly a day went 
by without a fire somewhere in the building—one rea- 
son why it was torn down in 1934. 

All of the foregoing information and much more is 
noted in Ruby Pierce’s scrapbooks. There are some in- 
teresting real estate items, such as that the Arcade 
Theater Building in West Palm Beach was built in 1913 
at a cost of $30,000; the Bijou Theater (now the Palms), 
seating 400, was built by Carl Kettler for $5,000; the 
McCrory store building on Clematis Street, then ad- 
vertised as the largest floor space in Florida, cost $15,000; 
St. Ann’s Church and School on North Olive Avenue 
were built at a cost of $40,000; Otto Kahn, financier and 
patron of the arts, a director of the Metropolitan Opera, 
paid $50,000 for his home on Sunset Boulevard in Palm 
Beach in 1917. 

In professional groups Miss Pierce was a life member 
of the American Press Association, a member of the 
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Southern Newspaper Association and the Florida Press 
Association, which she served as treasurer for several 
years. She was a life member of the West Palm Beach 
Chamber of Commerce and the Palm Beach Pioneer 
Association; a member and director for fifteen years of 
the Salvation Army and the Y.W.C.A. of West Palm 
Beach; a life member of the Palm Beach Art League and 
a member of the Society of the Four Arts; a charter 
member of The Palm Beach Quill, the Palm Beach 
Woman’s Club, the Garden Club (Alamanda Circle), the 
Music Study Club, and the P.E.O. Sisterhood (Chapter 
J). 

As a child Ruby Pierce attended the Congregational 
Church Sunday School and joined other pioneer chil- 
dren in founding the Talitha Club, which she served as 
president for thirty-eight years. She was a charter 
member of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church and was one 
of the organizers of the mission that preceded the par- 
ish; helped organize the Sunday School, and was a 
founder member of St. Ages Guild of the church. 

In 1940 Miss Pierce was presented with the Rollins 
College Medal of Honor. She is listed in tlorida Women 
of Distinction. Since her retirement she had been work- 
ing on a book about Palm Beach in its heyday. She 
had a great loyalty to the “little island” and was very 
much interested in the future of the entire district. A 
little known hobby of hers was collecting cook books, 
of which she had accumulated a large library. 

Ruby Pierce passed away at a West Palm Beach hos- 
pital on Christmas Day in 1960. She was survived by a 
sister, Mrs. A. A. Cunningham; a brother, C. O. Pierce 
of West Palm Beach; a niece, Mrs. Raymond Daumier of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi; a nephew, John Richard Pierce 
of West Palm Beach; and two grand-nephews, John and 
Robert Pierce. 


ADA COATS WILLIAMS’ 


The author of six county histories in this publication, 
Ada Coats Williams is a young woman of many tal- 
ents. A native of Florida, as is also her mother, she 
was born in Okeechobee September 8, 1920, daughter 
of William Lee and Katie (Turner) Coats. Her mother, 
who taught in the public schools of Florida for over 
thirty years (now retired), was born in Lake City, 
December 10, 1897. Her father was born in Demopolis, 
Alabama, January 25, 1880. As a youth he fought in 
the Spanish-American War. He has been a politician, 
farmer and citrus grower, as well as a real estate broker 
in the state of Florida for fifty-five years. Now eighty- 
one years old, he is still active in real estate. 

Ada Coats Williams graduated from St. Lucie County 
High School in 1937 with the DAR Award, and from 
Florida Southern College, Lakeland, in 1940 with an 
A.B. degree. She did graduate work at Appalachian 
State Teachers College, Boone, North Carolina, and at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and 
taught in the public schools of Palm Beach, Broward 
and St. Lucie counties. She was also Youth Director 
at the Youth Center in Fort Lauderdale. ; 

Looking for wider fields for her abilities, she studied 
radio and TV production at NBC in New York City, 
did some work for NBC at Radio City, and audited a 
course under Lew Sarrett at Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Illinois. Returning home, she wrote and nar- 
rated an historical series for radio in St. Lucie County; 
wrote an historical series for the Fort Pierce press; 
and wrote the historical outdoor dramas, “Along These 


Waters” and “The Spring Flows Fresh,” which will 
open for the sixth consecutive season at Fort Pierce in 
1962. She is also the author and director of the variety 
shows, “Corn’s a-Poppin” and “Winter-time in Flor- 
ida”; was the owner and director of the Ada Coats 
School of Drama; is an instructor in Indian River 
Junior College, Fort Pierce; and is the Newsletter edi- 
tor for St. Lucie County Farm Bureau. 

She is a member of the National Education Associa- 
tion and the Florida Educational Association; St. Lucie 
County Historical Society and its Board of Directors; 
St. Lucie County Historical Pageant Society, in which 
she is a director and author; Alpha Chi Omega social 
fraternity at Florida Southern College, of which she 
was Corresponding Secretary and Vice-President; Al- 
pha Psi Omega, honorary dramatic fraternity, and Car- 
olina Playmakers. 

Inheriting her father’s interest in politics, she is a 
member of St. Lucie County Democratic Executive 
Committee and the Florida State Democratic Execu- 
tive Committee, and was recently elected Chairman of 
the Democratic Party in the 11th Congressional Dis- 
trict. She is also a member of the National Legislative 
Committee of St. Lucie County Farm Bureau and is 
Parliamentarian of The Cowbells, a cattlemen’s aux- 
iliary. 

A member of the Presbyterian Church, she teaches 
the adult class for women. She is eligible for the D.A.R., 
of which her sister is a member, and plans to join this 
year. Ada Coats’ name appears in “Who’s Who in 
American Colleges and Universities” as far back as 
1940. 

She was first married on February 9, 1945, at the 
Presbyterian Church in Fort Pierce, to Dr. Frederic 
Creighton Kelley, a dentist from Newton, Massachu- 
setts. At the same place, on March 22, 1952, she married 
Harold S. Williams of Fort Pierce, a citrus grower and 
owner of Williams Air Service, who was born in Fort 
Pierce June 26, 1923. His father, Edmund Sydney Wil- 
liams, was born in Demopolis, Alabama, August 19, 
1871. His mother, Ella Gordy Williams, comes from 
Girdletree, Maryland, where she was born December 
15, 1898. 

Ada Coats Williams is the mother of three children, 
all born in Fort Pierce: 

1. Robyn Elizabeth Coats Williams, born April 5, 
1947. 

2. Harold Sydney Williams, Jr., born February 17, 
1955. 

3. Jeffry Turner Williams, born October 16, 1958. 


WILLIAM FRANKLIN MITCHELL 


William Franklin Mitchell, real estate and insurance 
dealer of Boca Raton, is a son of one of the founding 
fathers of that city who was a pioneer in the real 
estate business in Southeast Florida. 


The late J. C. Mitchell (born in Coal City, Alabama, 
July 28, 1889, died in Boca Raton April 2, 1955) came 
to Boca Raton in 1921. He was a founder of the Boca 
Raton Chamber of Commerce, co-founder of the First 
Bank of Boca Raton, co-founder and first president of 
the Delray Beach Board of Realtors, and one of the 
original members of the Palm Beach County Resources 
Development Board, He served as Palm Beach County 
School Trustee for many years and as Mayor of Boca 
Raton from 1939 to 1951. He was a deacon of the Baptist 


[663] 


Hiw this “det, hath 
cd corms tak te. crotenate 
vies ott io 

~13 T ad veatid~potent 
Aino 2bA off te 






bas ssa 
vii ashi ui ohwitehtone et asim Yo food 
4 aystle® soigut 
sion Je-a0h J01 


iby 19Wolewell out of brs 
won mat 

~sioowaA, agiteouhit tagetteA oil yo aacloreoert 6 at ode 
out 18 jrolisionaA Seek neal abel wel tens awit 
esate le Gwell bas gieieeS bdoinetiH yteumD 
rssh oth isive® wwoget levivedeiit gweld ocioud 42 
lumod cyomO 149 grigihé jreulion Bam salovrib vet one 
doittw to Wig) mredie? shiveld te ysitrriatt 
A citebizeeYd-solV bana (rahe auihoonerriad ssw 
uc) hes .viiaretedt siicmah ensTOD gy oiereeO) ial aches 
; *exesloanvel issila 

6 at ote apitilog of teersind d4aral vd gavinedal 
~vinwosd vinewowed yvinwsO woud J8 to -wdmem 
tienen sal abivel® or bine eotiinaroD 
jy cacvtugi hatosle yUnoeet sew deta oxdimmoD: evil 
2d lanier gue) Mil oy -it yr aiveraonnatl lt 
suiteladivad lenotevVi cult lo watkmar a oelp ai sade doit 
| beet uawl soe vinwet) stom 72 to aalliguneD 
sie errepeliing « sitedwod off Jo antuitmanuitsa Dl 
oepaiii 

soleus ose dosed meirotyceort oct) Yo. vadearent. A 
8A odd 20] aldivale ef ofA. nemew sol excio tobph od) 
edt aiwt oft acelo baa 1odneww & af astaie tad doidw lo 


«a ofW cori’ ef eienjige- san. ‘eed #bA 1a8y 
tom! set ee “xobliecovtet) baa aomplloD asaitenA 
OeL 


“ii te 60 © vreau av beitiwm Ball enw oft 
Get sami pot ai dycutD agihorydeonS 
uiyseedt wmtwelt mont thins’ « ytied ackigis1) 
ras vele S8G1 SS dwelt ne woehty oraus 829A. tti0e 
u yewous. aiitis 6 eoold Me lo ensiliiW’ .2 bloant! 
109 mi nsed acw edw obra ak ainuilliW to venwo 
iW youbys tude podttal a A8ef BS aad. esseiS 
Gi omquéA wenadalA ~ilogaed ni mod saw gogit 
in «noo zoaniliW yhied sia sodien afi AB! 
diel sed asw use onsiw barely sosielbsiO 
‘~ MRL et 

“othlide seid} le twittom eff ab amsliiW atne) abA 
tarot trod of avod ae 

weenliW aietD drodasilM, ago 
Tear 

> prided: yneod 2h 2nailiW on hlowal £ 
eeERI 

weit BL edoteG aed sama yonwT eottal & 


Mwbevd 34 


> haga: siod 


LOT ALAA MALIA, 


oonmagedd bar sigtes Jno diosat itd sil Aner nsiltiW 

yhibouel att to fo Ye noe.w wi nol 08 to rofeeb 

lino wh a wenolg » aw dw wio dul lo eradbl 
ebro teandived ai 6 eR shake 


isnymulalA “iO JeoD ut urtod) oes DS L otel 
vinke (200%.$ lag A pote cof ot baile 
sock, ois ko sshawel «cow oh . 






















NY CSR POTN 1 wifes ae era ne 
ee oe 
bi ee 


apes Ry * 
Pint ma 9? 


TH ts hype 


Ba Pot pi 
’ = 


= 


, is i 


: 


ae ty 
at eek ee 
Penance ot 
es , 
, m4 ot ike Pu~ 
ay pde # pg 
i” i, 
: oe aa a 
PRIA Vee: 


smn oe a 



























donuts edd Jo bliuD.aghstGae A 
enlliod! od! diiw beireesiq cow ooteth eal 
womeW ebinelt oi beteil eb ad@ 2000 to f 

_ throw: mond bad ode inameriter 19d ooni2 2 
of@ .vebyed 2 ni does mis svode 
view esw baw “baatej alsil” edt od Wlayal te 
A Jtoruzib otitas orlt lo oudut oft ab 
stood sooo pailgelios wew ered to vddeds 

-vrsidil opie! & botealyenooos had 4 
~eorn 13898 mised moW ote yews boseeqas F 
a yd bevivaue aew ed@ 08G! ni ye daira 
oritl .O 2 sodiowd 6 jmesucinns® A A 
lo yoieruatl baocngodl iM, eosin e jdogotl 
omit bree nutot pwodgen «4 
bap stot, scerclgon-haas amt.ben ites sd 
soit 


‘eMAkLanw arAo san 


tollesitdug ait nl sibel, aby gy ei 
Ie) ganm lo nemow 

















w ron Sepy ew * 
wee 50% ea rmeer ops 4 
w al sn ra Cert Dr R A, 


prog» ry wars 4 eg ae fi ees 
: ee i ae | ee ae 


bre a 


; 
neo “] 


* ’ 
iy 


TALES EAST COAST IAON ELORLD A 


Church; served in the Coast Artillery and in France 
in World War I from 1914 to 1918, and was a member 
of the American Legion. His wife, mother of William 
Franklin, was Floy Cooke, a native of Cooke Springs, 
Alabama. 

Born in Boca Raton December 4, 1931, William 
Franklin Mitchell graduated from Delray Beach High 
School in 1948, from Palm Beach Junior College in 
1950, and from the University of Florida in 1952 with 
the degree of Bachelor of Science in Business Admin- 
istration. Enlisting in the United States Navy in 1952, 
he served three years as administrative officer in an 
aviation squadron in the Atlantic fleet and is now a 
Lieutenant Senior Grade in the Naval Reserve. On his 
return from active duty in 1955, he became associated 
with the family real estate business which his father 
established in 1923. 

In 1958 Mr. Mitchell was selected as the Outstanding 
Young Man of Boca Raton by the local Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce. He is a past president of the Boca 
Raton Chamber of Commerce, a director of the First 


Bank of Boca Raton, chairman of the Christian Busi- 
nessmen’s Committee, a member of the Rotary Club, 
the Boca Raton Community Chest, Chi Phi fraternity 
of the University of Florida, and chairman of the 1961 
Charter Revision Committee of Boca Raton. Golf and 
swimming are his favorite recreations. 

He was married in Boga Raton July 15, 1953, to Joyce 
Elizabeth Warren, a native of Boca Raton and graduate 
of Seacrest High School, Delray Beach, in the class of 
1950, who also attended the University of Florida. She 
is a daughter of Henry A, and Mary Elizabeth (Watson) 
Warren. Her father is a prominent citizen of Boca 
Raton, past president of the Boca Raton Lions Club, 
Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club and Christian 
Businessmen’s Committee. 

Mr, and Mrs. Mitchell are the parents of two chil- 
dren: 

1. Nancy Elizabeth, born August 17, 1954, at Key 
West. 

2. William F. Mitchell, Jr., born April 6, 1958, at 
Boca Raton. 
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